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CHAP- XXXIX, 

Zaio nndAna8tA$\ust Empn^ors of //w Eafi.^Bh'ih, Education, and fnt 
Exploitit of Theodoy tc t/ie Ostrogoth, — llis Imasion and Conquest of 
Italy, — The Gothic Kingdom of Italg.-^Stala of the West, — Military 
and Civil GovemmenU^The Senator Boetkius,~-^Last Acts and Death 
of TModorhc. 

After the fail of the Roman empire in the west, an interval of fifty 
yedrsj till the memorable reijjn of Justirucin, is faintly marked by the 
obscure names and imperfect annals of Zeno, Anas^ta^ius, «and Justin, 
who successively ascended the Uirone of Con^tiuxtinople, Huvinjjf the 
same period, Italy revived and dourisbed under the government of a 
Gothic king, who might have deserve<l a statue among best and 
bra\ est of the aucient Romans* 

Tlieodoric the Ostrogoth, the fourteenth in lineal descent of the 
royal line of the Am«di{l) uas born in the neighbourhood of Vienna, (^(J) 
tv( o years after tlie deriih of Attila. A recent victory had restored the 
indejM?ndenre of the Ostrogoths; and the three bi others, Walamir, 
Theodemir, and Whlimir, who ruled that warlike nation with united 
counsels, had separately pitched their habitations in the fertile though 
4lesolate province of Prinnonw. "I’he Huns still threatened their re* 
voUed subjects, but their iia^ty attack wa-s repelled by the single forces 
<d Walamir, and the newh of hib victory reached the distant camp of hie 
brother in the same auspicious mon^enf that tiie favourite ooneulnne of 
Thoodemir was deli^'ered of a end heir. In the eighth y^ear of his 
age, Theodorio was reluctantly yielded by hia father to the public 
interest, as the pledge of an allianee which teo, emperor of the east, lutd 
consented to purchase hy an Subsidy erf three hundred, pounds of 

gold. The royal hostage was educated at Constantinople with care and 

(l; Jornftndft ijSe ffbas Getids* t, 13, H p* GS9, (t90 edit Grwt ) J-as <inwH tbe pMlirrea 
of rbeodortc from Gapt, pne of the AifSfS, of detnigod^t Hhu ilved Jiiiod Uic t^me of jOoiel- 
tiaii. Cusiodeittt, the Aret who celehme^ ihe roynl ruce of die AiatiU, fi-triar^Si 5. 9, 1^54 
10. 2 11. 1 ) rrck<rt< tta Radeon pf rheodmic m tht eeventeeotti in descent, penai^^d 
(the Swedish conimeotator of Coelilesos, \iu rUeodorlc, p. 27t, &r. SCvidtholm, la99.> 
laboiirf tocoBQeet tliltgefibalhrrwkb tt* le^itiida or tMdittons «f his native 
(2) More correctly on the bduks of the UKe I’e^so (NiPH«<icdUr<it.«}, neir u^rniintjam. a1> 
most on thesatpe nowhere Marens Autouluus^conipused bU nurditAiione fJorB^udes e* 52. 
p a?9. S^erin. Iranmynia inustiat^, l>.2S. Cellarius, oeugiiiph. Antiq tom. 1 |i.350 ) 

, Vot, 111. B 
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tendeme^^ His body was formed to all the exerci^ses of war, his mind 
was expanded by the h&bits of liberal convei-sfition ; he fje<}iieiited the 
schools of the most skilful masters ; but he disdained or nef'lected tlic 
arts of Greece, and so if(norant did he always rern.im of the first elements 
of science, that a rude mark was contrived to n*j)reseiit the signature 
of the illiterate king- of Italy.(l) As soon as he attained the age of 
eighteen, he w^as restored to the wishes of the O^trogoths^ wliom the 

S ror aspired to gain by liberality and confidence. Walamir Inul 
i in battle : the youngest of the brothers, Widimir, had led av ay 
into Italy and Gaul an army of barharians, and the whole nation ac- 
knowledged for their king the father of Theodoric. His ferocious suh- 

i *ects admired the str.ength and etature of their young prince ;(2) and 
le soon convinced them that he had not degenerated from tlie valour 
of his ancestors. At the head of six thousand volunteers, he '■ecretly 
left the camp in quest of adventures, descended the Danube as i'ar as 
Singidunum or Belgrade, and soon returned to his father with the spoils 
of a Sarmatian king whom he had vanquished and slain. Such triiiin])hs, 
howevmr, were prwuctive only of fame, and the invincible Ostrogoths 
wetv' reduced to extreme distress by the want of clothing and foo<l. 
They unanimously resolved to desert their Pannonian encampments, 
and boldly to advance into the warm and weafthj^ neighbourhcxid of the 
Byzantine court, t^'hick^ready maintained id pride and luxuir sonmny 
bands of confederate After proving tiy some acts of liostility 

that they could be dangerous, or at least troublesome, enemies, the 
Ostrogoths sold at a high price their reconciliation and fidelity, accciit- 
ed a donative of lands and money, and were intrusted with the defence 
of the Lowjpr Danube, under the command of Theodoric, who succeeded 
after his father's death to the hereditary throne of the Amali.(3) 

A hero, descended brom a race of kings, must have despisbd the base 
Isaurian who was invested with the Roman purple, without any endow* 
ments of mind or body, without any advanti^es of royal birth, or supe- 
rior qualifications. After the failure of the Theodosian line, the choice 
of Puloheria and of the senate might be justified in some measure by 
the characters of Martian and Leo, but the latter of these princes con* 
Urmed and dishonoured his reign by the perfidious murder of Aspar and 
his sons, who too rigorously exacted the debt of gratitude and obe* 
dience. The inheritance St Leo and of the east was peaceably devolved 
on his infant grandson, the eon of liis daughter Ariadne ; and her Isau- 
rian husband, the fortunate Trascalisseus, exchanged that barbarous 
sound for the Grecian appellation of Zeno. After the decease of the 
elder Leo, he approached with unnatural respect the throne of his son, 
humbly received as a gift, the second rank in the empire, and seen ex- 
cited the public suspicion on the suddj^n and prematuitie death of his 
young coliht^e, whose life could no longer promote thl^ success of his 
ambluon. But tjie paldce of Constantinople was ruled female influ- 
ence, and ^tat^ by ^ale pasrions ; and Verina, the widow, of Lou, 
claiming his empire as her-dwn, pronounced a sentence of deposition 
against the worthless and ungrateful servant on whom she alone hnd 
bestowed t]^e eoeptro of the east.(4) As soon as Ae sounded a revolt 

(1) Tb« four nrst letwn of bU name feiSlA) V«re Inwrtbtd on a s^d frials, an4 »ben it 
was HxaA on the paper, tbo> hipi tfrev hU pen thronsb the Intcyirals. CAaonyoi. Vaieiiaii. 
ad Cakoro Aimn. Mar(;elttn. p- 72^ ) Tbfa anttiemie fact, wlib the teitliiiony of Vrotopitis, 
or at leaai of the contemporary Ooths, (Gowlc. lib, L c. 9. p. 3tl.) far ouiwcigbs Uie vague 
praises of Ejtnodias c&foui:iiid Opera lom. t. p. 15p6.) asd Theopbaaet. Ccbronosrapli. 
p. IIS.) 

ft) Statnni est qiue re«ls»ei proceritaie reskninieni. (Hnnodtoft, p, 1S14.) The bishop of 
Pam (1 lueab the eetletisefte who wished to be a bishop) ttam proceeds to cclebniie the 
compieKioii, eyes, hands, &ir« of bti sovercisu. 

(3> The sute of the Ostrogoths, and the Srit years df Tbeodortc, are found In Jort.andes 
fc. 59-56. p. 680 -696.) and Malcfaus (KxcWpt. LegaL p. 78-60.) who erroneousfy styles him 
the son of Walamir. 

(4) Theopfaanes (p. 111.) Inserts a copy of her sacred letters to ^ provinces ; «ri 
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in the ears of Zeno, he fled with precipitation, into the mountain^ of 
Isauria, and her brother Basiliscus, already infamous by his African ex- 
pedition, ( 1 ) was unanimously proclaimed bv the servile senate. But 
the reign of the usurper wm sliort and turliulent. Basiliscus presumed 
to assfis'-iiiate the lover of his sister ; lie dared to offend the lover of 
his Hife, the vain and insolent Plarmatius, w|io, in the midst of Asiatic 
luxury, affected the dress, the demeanour, and th6 surname, of 
Achilles {•i) By the conspiracy of the malcontents, Zeno was recalled 
from exile ; the armies, the capital, the person, of Basiliscus, were be- 
t rayed ; and his wdiole family w'as condemned to the long agony of cold 
and hunger by the inhuman conqueror, who wanted courage to encounter 
or to forgive his enemies. The haughty snirit of Verina was still inca- 
pable of submission or repose. She pro\ oked the enmity of a favourite 
gen civil, embraced his cause as soon as he w'as disgraced, created a new 
emperor in Syria and Egypt, raised an army of seventy thousand men, 
and persihted to the last moment of her fife in a fruitless rebelliun, 
whicn^ according to the fashion of Uie age, had been predicted by Chris- 
tian hermits and Pagan magicians. While the east wos afflicted by the 
passifuis of Verina, her daughter Ariadne was distinguished by the 
female virtues of mildness ann fidelity ; she followed her huslmnd in 
his exile, and after his restoration she implored his clemency in favour 
of her mother. On the decease of Zenie> Ariadne, the daughter, the 
mother, and the widow, of an emperor, gave her hand and the imperial 
title to Anastasius, an aged domestic of the ))alace, who survived his 
elevation above twenty-seven years, and whose character is attested by 
the acclamation of the people , — Heion as you have Hifefi!(3) 

^Vhatever fear or affection cOuld bestow, was profusely iavished by 
Zeno on the king of the Ostrogoths ; the rank of patrician and dbnsul, 
the command of the Palatine troops, an equestrian statue, a treasure in 
gold and silver of many thousand pounds/ the name of son, and the pro- 
mise of a rich and honourable wife. As long as Theodoric condescended 
to serve, he supported with course and ddelity the cause of his bene- 
factor : his rapid marrii eontributm to the restoration of Zeno ; and in 
the second revolt, the Walamirs, as th^ were called, pursued and 
pressed the Asiatic rebels, till they left an easy victory to the imperial 
tjn)ops.(-]^) But the faithful servant was suddenly converted Into a for- 
midable enemy, who spread the flames of war froip Constantinople to 
the Adriatic ; many flourishing citips were reduced to ashes, and the 
apiculture of Thrace was almost e.xtirpHted by the wanton cruelty of 
tne Goths, who deprived their captive )>easants of the rigKt hand that 
guided the plougn.(5) On such occasions, Theodoric sustained the 
loud ahd specious reproach of disloyalty, of ingratitude^ md of insatiate 
avarice, which could be only excused by* the hard necessity of his situa- 
tion. He reigned, not as the monarch, bdt as the minister, of a fero- 
cious people, whose spirit was uabroken by slavery, and impatient of 
real or imaginary insults. Their poverty was incurable; since the 

i^9rtp9v hrt Tpcnr«a\Attf«u«», Scc. SttCb 

ftiiwilo pmeHSitm* would liSvo aidoii,»bed ttie oS tlic Jfrsi Cseauft. 

( 1 ) Vol. i c. 36. 

(%) Siildai,^ torn. 1. p. SSt, JXV edit. Kuiter. 

(.3) I he cooleinpofary biitorie^ ot Mdlcbtu end Caudldut ate tog ; but soifte extiatu or 
fpriinneiitt have been laved by PitottuSi {7S, 79. p. lUO^lOS.) Cvtistaittlike Porpti) togenliut, 
(Sxcejpl Les P< 7S->87 ) aod lu vuriont urtictbe of 0e teakoa of SuHat. Ilie CliroiiK le 
of MhrceUiiiua Omaao Hltionae) uie oiidlbaU fis* Uie relipli of rebo and Aiiaitaslut; and I 
luiiat ackiiowiedfe, almo>t for tbe hiit Uine, toy obltsailuni»to tbs larsd auti accnrate toliec- 
tiont tif Til'emortt (Hist das Kmp. tutu 6 p. 

(4J 111 fpsls cufieretsionls fonbcM cpisit .iivawtr, rain pr^ue^ per u acdptra red- 
dereolur dc tatute dittoltaitU.. tbeii proimU (p. 13S6, 1.497. tom. ]. Sirmoiid.^ 

to tiansport Ms beio (on a Hi'litf dtifon i> intn Ailtoipia, beyoud tbe lippte of Cancer. The 
erideiiceof tlie Vateslain Itagmeni, (p 7*7 ) Uberaius, (Brev. Knotb. c. *3. p, iis.> and 
■ffteophaites, (p It ) M uipie sober aud niiM«l. ^ . 

(5) fbls cruel practrce is s)>eete!iy iitiput**d to tbe TViarian Gotbf, less barbaruvs. as It 
ftliouid seem, than tbe H'aifP/irt: bta tbe sou of ibeudemlr Is cbargtd wnb tltcntiu of 
luany Homan cuies, (llaicbus bsccipt. Ug. p. SS.) 
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most liberal donatives wore soon dissipated in v^astefiil hixury, as the 
most fertile estates became ban*en in their hands ; they despised^ hut 
they envied, the lahortous provincials ; and when their subsistence had 
failed^ the Ostrogoths embraced the familiar resourt‘os of war and ra- 
pine. It had been the wish of Theodonc (such at least was his decla- 
ration) to lead a peaceable, obscure, obedient life, on the confines of 
Scythia, till the Byzantine court, by splendid and fallacious })romisefi, 
senuced him to attack a confederate tribe of Goths, who had been en- 
gaged in the party of Basiliscus, He marched from his station in 
Msesia, on the solemn assurance that before he reached Adnanople, 
he should meet a plentiful con\ oy of provisions, and a reinforcement of 
eight thousand horse, and thirty thousand foot, m bile the legions of 
Asia were encamped at Hcracica to second his operations. These me>i- 
sures were disappointed by mutual jealousy. As he advanced into 
'llirace, the son of Theodemir found an inhospitiihlc solitude, and his 
Gothic followers, with a hehvy train of horses, of mules, and of wag- 
gons, were betrayed by their guides among the rocks and precipices of 
mount Sondis, where lie was assaulted by the arms and iii\ ectives of 
Theodoric the son of Triariusr. From a neighbouring height, his art- 
ful rival harangued the camp of the Walamtrs, and branded their leader 
iviththe opprobrious names of child, of madman, of perjured traitor, 
tlie enemy of his blood and naHon. Are you iymrant (exclaimed the 
son t)f Triarius) that it iethe constant policy of the Homans to destroy the 
Goths by each other e swords? Are you insensible that the vietorin this wn- 
natural contest mil he easposed, aud justly exposed, to their implacable rc- 
renge ? W/kere are those warriors^ my kisistnen^ and thy own, whose widows 
now lament that their lives were sacrificed to thy rash ambition ? Where ts 
tke^ wealth which thy soldiers possessed when they were first allured from 
their nathe homes to enlist under thy standard^ Mach of them was then 
master of three or fouf horses: they now follow thee on foot like slaves, 
through the deserts of 'Thrace ; those men who were tempted by the hope 
of measuring gold with a bushel^ those brave men who are as free a7?d as 
noble as thyself A language so well suited to the temper oi the Goth^, 
excited clamour and discontent ; and the son of Theodemir apprelien- 
Mve of being left alone, was compelled to embiiace his brethren, and to 
imitate the example of Roman perfidy .(1) 

In every state ofbiS fortune, the prudence and firmness of Theodoric 
were eqii^y conspicuous ; whether he threatened Constantinople at the 
liead or the conmerate Goths, or re1;;reated with a faithful band to tlie 
Tnountains and sea-coast of £^rus. At length the accidental death of 
the whi of Triariu8(9) destroyed the balance which the Romane hail 
been so anxious to preserve; the whole nation acknowledged th^ supre- 
macy of the Amali, and the j^zantine court hiibscribed an \ nominious 
and oppressive* 1areaty.(3) llie senate had ; Iready declariMl, that it 
w;is necessary to choose^ party among the Goths, since the public wan 
iinequxd to the support of their unitea forces ; a subsidy of two thou- 
sand pounds of gedd, with the ample pay of thirteen thmisand men, 
were required fur tb^ least considerable of their ai-mies ;(4) and tlm 
Isaijrians, who guarded*not the empire* but the emperor,, enjoyed, be-i 
sides tluB privilege of rapine, an annual pension qd five thousand pounds. 


(\ ) iornMd<>t (c 50,51* p, dl»|»1ay» the servicet of Th**odorUj, coiit^sses b»t rowArds, 
blit dissfiOihtea hl» i«voh, of which such ciiiio.is details have liceii preserved hy iviairbus 
ftacerot. Legal b, 78-*97.>. Warcellmus, a doniesUc of Jusunlan, under Hiioi^e fourth cc»ii 
snlshiD (A- ». 55i ) Ue composed his chroulrie, (.VcaJlacr, Thesaurus remporum, p 5 ? p. 
34-57.) betrays bis pr^udice and passion : In Qrmclam dobacchanteiii . . , Zenoms ntunio- 
rentU peoe pacains . . . bencflrhs nttnqliam satiatns, i r 

m As he was riding in Ins own camp, an nnruljr hoisc threw him against the popit of a 
apJai which hung before a tent, or wm fljred on a Jiaagon (MaMeliiis, ui chrou. Lvagnus^ 

(o, 91.) and Cvasrliis (lib. c. 55.), 

(O Malchas, p u. In ft single action which was decided by the skill and dlscfpUuc of 
6abi|ilaa, Theodoric could lose dve thotisapd men. , 
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The sagacious miutl of Tlieodoric stton perceived that he was odious to 
the R»)mans, and suspected by the barbarians ; he understood the popu* 
lar murmur, that his subjects were exposed in their frozen huts to into- 
lerable hardships, while their king was dissolved in the luxury of Greece; 
and he prevented the painful alternative of encountering the Goths^ as 
the champion, or of leading them to the field as the enemy, of Zeno. 
Embracing an enterprise worthy of his courage and ambition, Theodoric 
addressed the emperor in the following words : — AUhtmgh yovr seivant 
is maintained in affluence by your liberality, graciously listen to the wishes 
of my heart! Italy, the inhcrilance of your predecessors, and Home if- 
self, the head and mistress of the world, now fluctuate under the violence 
and oppression of Odoaeer the mercenary. Direct me, with tng national 
troops, to march against the tyrant- If I fall, you will be relieved from 
an rxpensive and troublesome friend: if, with the divine nermisHon, t suc- 
ceed, / shall govern m your name, and to your glory, toe Romm senate, 
and the part of the republic delivered from slavery by my victorious arms. 
The pr<»posaI of Tlieodoric was accepted, and perhaps had been suggest- 
ed, by the Byzantine court. But the forms of the commis^n, or grant, 
appear to have been expressed with a prudent ambi^ity, which might 
be explained by the event ; and it was left doubtful whether the con- 
queror of Italy should reign as the lieutenant, the vassal, or the ally, of 
the emperor of the east.(X) 

The reputation both of the leader and of the war diifased a universal 
ardour ; the Walamirs were multiplied by the Gothic swartns already 
engaged in the service, or seated in the provinces, of the empire ; and 
each bold barbarian, who had heard of the wealth and beauty of Italy, 
was impjitlent to seek, through tSe most perilous adventures, the pos- 
sessioii of Such enchanting objects. The march of Theodoric must bo 
considered as the emij^ation of an entire people ; the Wives and chil- 
dren of the Goths, their aged parents, and most precious effects, were 
carcAilly transported; and some idea may be formed of the heavy 
briggage that now followed the camj), by the loss of two thousand wag- 
gons, which had been sustained in a single action in tlie war of l^irus. 
For' their subsistence, the Goths depend^ on the magazines of corn 
which was ground in portable mills by the hands of their women ; on the 
milk and flesh of their flocks and herds ; on the casual produce of the 
chase, and upon the contributions which they mi^ht impose on aU who 
sliould presume to dispute the passage, or to refuse their friendly assist- 
ance. Notwithstanding these precautions, they were exposed to the 
dan^r^ and almost to Uie distress,' of famine, in a march of seven hun- 
dred miles, which had been undertaken in thb depth of a rigorous winter. 
RiTice'the fall of the Roman power, Dacia and Pannonia no lon^^ exhi- 
bited the rich prospect of populous cities, well-cultivated fields, and 
convenient highways : the reign of barbaristoi and desolation was re- 
stored, and the tribes of Bulgarians, Gepidm. and Samiatians, who had 
occupied the vacant province, were prompted by their native fierceness, 
or the solicitations of Odoaeer, to resist tne process of his enemy. In 
many obscure though bloody battles, Theodoric fought and vanquished ; 
till at length, surmounting eve^ obstadie by skllUul conduct and pers^ 
vering courage, he descended from the Julian Alps, and displayed his 
invincible banners on the confines of Italy.(3) 

Odnacer, a rival not unworthy of hjis arms, had already occupied the 
advafflageotis and wdl-known post of the river Sontius; near the ruins 
of Aquileia, at the head of a powerful host, whose independent kings(!i) 

(1) JurnHtidfs, (c. 57 . |i. ms, 6970 Bbiideed the great liinory of Cassiodofiie* See. 
compare, mid reconcile, Procopius, (Gothic Im. 1. c. 1 ) the VsieBiBU Fmgmeat, (p, tXS*) 
Throphanei, (p li3 ) ai)<l Mai-ccliaios (in Cliroti.). 

(9) I'heodoilC’A nnurch il ftitpplled and Ulii^tnited bv Knneditis, (p. 1598-1602 ) when the 
bombast t>f the oration is traiiaiated Into the hiigaage of couimoii sense ' 

(3) lot leges, Ac. (Ennodius, p. 1602 ) Wc must recollect how nttich the roval ttUe «aa 
itiiiUipiiefl and degraded, aud that the nierceii.iries of Italy weie ti e fniguieiita of maity tribes 
and lUlioiit. 



0 


THE DECLINE AND 

or leaders disdained the duties of subordination and the prudence of de- 
lays. No sooner had ''rhoodoric f^ranted a short repose and refreshment 
to lils wojiiied cavalry, than he boldly attacked the fortifications of the 
enemy ; the CMro^oths showed more ardour to acquire, than the mer- 
cenaries to defend, the lands of Italy ; and the reward of the first vic- 
tory was the posser^sion of the Venetian province as far as the walls of 
Verona. In the neii^hbourhood of that city, on the steep banks of the 
rapid Adig'e, he was opposed by a new army, reinforced in its numbers, 
and not iiiipaii*ed In its couraf^e ; the contest was more obstinate, but 
the event p^as still more decisive ; CMoacer fled to Ravenna, Theodoric 
advanced to Milan, and the van<|uished troops saluted their conqueror 
with ioTid acclamations of respect and fidelity. But their want either 
of constancy or of faith, soon exposed him to the most imminent dan- 
ger ; his vanguard, with several Gothic counts, w^hich had been raslily 
intrusted to u deserter, was betrayed and destroyed near Faenza, by his 
double treachery ; Odoacer again appeared master of the field, anil the 
invader, strongly intrenched in his camp of Pavia, was reduced to solicit 
the aid of e kindred nation, the Visigoths of Gaul* In the course of the 
history, the most voracious appetite fur war will be abundantly satiated ; 
nor can 1 much lament that our dark and imperfect materials do not 
afford a more ample narrative of the distress of Italy, and of the fierce 
confiiit, which was finally deHded by the abilities, experience, and va- 
lour, of the Gothic king. Immediately before the battle of Verona, he 
visited the tent of bis mother(l) and sister, and requested^ that on a 
day, the most illustrious festival of his life, they would adorn him with 
the rich garments which they had worked with their own hands. 0?ir 
glory (said he) is mutxial and inseparable. You are known to the world 
as the mother of Theodoric ; and it beeomes me to prove that I am the 
genuine offspring of those heroes from whom I claim my descent* The 
wife or concubine of Theodemir was inimired with the spirit of the Ger- 
man matrons, who esteemed their sons'^ honour far above their safety ; 
and it is reimrted, that in a desperate action, when Theodoric himself 
was hurried along by the toirent of a fiying crowd, she boldly met them 
at the entrance of the camp, and, by her generous reproaches, drove 
them back on the swords of the enemy 

From the Alps to the extremity of Calabrit^ Theodoric reigned by 
the right of conquest : the Vandal ambassadors surrendered the island 
of Sicily, as a lawful appendage of his kingdom ; and he was accepted 
as the deliverer of Rome by the senate ana people, who had shut tneir 
gates against the fiying usurpel%(3) Ravenna mone, secure in the for- 
tdi cations of art and nature, still sustained a siege of almost ^ree 
yenrs ; and the daring sallies of Odoacer carried slaughter and dlsm^ 
into the Gothic camp. At length, destitute of provisions^ ;*nd hopeless 
of relief, that unfortunate monarch yielded to tHe groans^ his subjects, 
and the clamours of his soldiers. A treaty of peace was negotiated by 
the bishop of Ravenna ; the Ostrogoths were admitted into the city,, 
and the hostile kings consented, under the sanction of an oath, to rule 
with e<|ual and undivided authori^ the provinces of Italy. The event 
of such an agreement may be easily foreseen. Jmor some days had been 
devoted to the semhiance of joy and fneudshljD, Odoacer, in the midst 
of a solemn banquet, was ^tabued by the hand, or at least by the com- 
mand, of hih rival. Secret and effectual orders had been previeusly 

(1) See Fitnodlue^ p. 1605, 1004 Since the orator. In the kiiii'a preaenee, conld meitUoii 
stiui pi-Hise hit finutior, we emv cuuchuie tb«c tiit aiagiuuiioiity of Theotfone wa« not hurt by 
the vulitstr teprttacbea of concubine and tMUtard. 

(2) i his atiecdow h rciated on the modern but retpeetbbte sutbority of Siftonius : (Op tom. 
1. p. 6tiO, i)e Occident. Imp lib. l.ir) bis words are curioiM.— ** Would "ou r^urnl" dec. 
hbi p resulted, and almost displayed, the origlnul recess. 

(.1) iliht. Miscell. lib. 15. a Hom.in history from Jsttus to the ninth century, an Bpltotne of 
Puiroplns, Vauliis Diacoiiita, and Theopbanes, which Muratori bat published from a MS. in 
the Aiiibrnbiau libraiy (Script. Rerum icalicarum, tom. 1. p 100.). 
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dispatched ; the faithless and rapacious mercenaries^ at the same mo- 
ment, and without resistance, were universally massacred ; and the roy-* 
alty of Thedoric was proclaimed by the Goths, with the tardy, reluctant, 
ambiguous consent oi the emperor of the east. The design of a conspi- 
racy was imputed, according to the usual forms, to the urostrate tyrant ; 
but his innocence, and the guilt of his conqueror,(l) are sufficiently 
proved by the advantageous treaty which force would not sincerely have 
granted, nor weakness have rashly infringed- The jealousy of power, 
an<l the mischiefs of discord, may suggest & more decent apolo^, and 
a sentence less rigorous may be pronounced against a crime which was 
ncee^^sary to introduce into Italy a generation of public felicity. The 
li'Mikg author of this felicity was audaciously praised in his own presence 
by Mtcred an<l profane orators ;(2) but history (in his time she was mute 
and inglorious) has not left any iust representation of the events^ which 
displayed, or of the defects which clouded, the virtues of Theodoric.(3) 
One record of his fame^ the volume of public epistlee composed bjf Oa8ii>. 
siodorus in the royal name is still extant, and has obtained. more impli-* 
cit credit than it seems to deserye.(4) They exhibit the forms, rather 
than the substance, of his government ; and we ehoiRd vmnly iH^rch for 
the pure and spontaneous sentiments of the barbarian amidst the decla* 
Illation and learning of a sophist, the wishes of a Roman senator, tlie 
precedents of office, and the va^e professions, which in every c6urt> 
and on every occasion, compose the language of discreet ministers. The 
reputation of Theodoric may r^ose with more confidence on ^e visible 
peace and prosperitjr of a reign of thirty-three years; the unanimous^ 
esteem of lus own times, and the memory of his wisdom and courage, 
his justice and humanity, which was deeply in^pressed on the minds of 
the Goths and Italians 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which Theodoric assi^ed the 
third part to his soldiers, is hanourMy arrayed as the sole injustice of 
his life. And even this act may be fairly justified by the example of 
Odoacer, the rights of conquest, the true interest of the Italians, and 
the sacred duty of subsisting a whole peq[dd, who, on the faith of- the 
promises, had transported themselves mta a distant land. (5} Under 
the reign of Theodoric, and in the h^py climate of Italy, the Goths 
soon multiplied to a formidable host of two hundred Hiousand menj(6) 
and the whole amount of their families may be comj^uted by the ordi- 
nary addition of women and. children. Their invasion of property, -a 
part of which must have been already vacant, was dis^ised by the ge- 
nerous but improper name of hospituditu; these unwcucome guests were 
irregularly dispersed over the face of Italv, and the lot of each barba- 
nan vm ^equate to his birth and office, the number of his followers, 

(1.) Procopius (GoUilc. lib. 1. c. 1.) uppfovet btHMutf ao^llnpshiai Aceptic; fa<rt . . , 
Tpoirtt eKTctvc, CMsiodorus (to Chnite.) and Ennodiuft (p- I60i.} arc loyal and ere- 
<l>jtuuB ; and the testimony of the Valeftiaa frasnient (p. 71S.) may justify their belief. Mar- 
cellinuB Bpiti the irenom of a Greek Bnbje6t~*perjnrlli illectUB, lakerfectuB<|tte esfc (In Cbron.). 

(t) The Bonorona and lemle oration of BtmoiUua via pronounred at Milan or Kaveuiia in 
the years JU7 or 508 (Siroiond, tom* 1. p. 1C15.). TWO or three years afterward, tfaeoiator 
was iewarded with the hishoprlc of Pavla, which: bd hold till his death, lu the year 5S1. (Ua* 
pin Bibliot. Ecclet. tom. v. p. 11—14. 9iPe fianli Onomaiticon, tom ii. p. 19 ) 

(3) Our best materials are occasional hints from Pmcoplut and the ValeBlmi Fraamvnt, 
winch was dweuvered by Sinnand, and is published at the end of Amoilanint Maiccliiniis. 
The author's name is onknowu, and his style la barbarous; but in Ms various (heu he exhi- 
bits the knowledge, without tlie pasbioof, of contemporary* The piesldcpc Montesquieu 
had formed the plan of a history of Tfaeodorlc which, at a distaitce, might appear a rich 
aijil interesting subject, 

(4; 'ihe beat edruon oMbe VarUirum lAbri 12 is that olioh* Gurretlus ; (Rotomagi, 1679, 
In Gpp Cossiodor. 2 vol. in fol.) but they deserved and required such au editor as the star- 
qiiis Scipiu Matt'ei, who thought of publishing them at Verona. The BariMra Mie^an^ta (as 
It <8 IngeitUHisly named by firahoschij 1* never »iniple, and seldom perspicuousi 

(5) Procopins, Gotiiid. lib. i .e* 1. Variariuit 2. Matfei (leroua lllustrat. p* f. p. S28 ) 
exaggenites the iiijnsuce of tne Goths, Whom he hatejl u» an Italian noble. The ^ebeiau 
Muratori crouches tinder their oppresBion, . 

(6) Procopius, Goth lib til. c 4.91. Kuuoditii describes (p. 1612, 1615.) the tnllltary arts 
and increasing nnuibeis of the GoUii. 
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and the rustic wealth which he possessed in slaves and cattle. The dis- 
tinctions of noble and plebeian were acknowlcdf^^ed ;(1) hut the lands of 
every freeman were exempt from taxes, and he enjoyed the inestimable 
privilege of being subject only to the laus of his country.(^i2) Fashion, 
and even convenience, soon persuaded the conquerors to fissume the 
more elegant dress of the natives, but they still persisted in the use of 
their mother-tongue ; and their contempt for the Latin schools w^as ap- 
plauded by Thoodoric himself, who gratified their prejudices, or his 
own, by declaring, that the child who had trembled at a rod, would 
never dare to look upon a sword. (3) Distress might sometimes pro- 
voke the indigent Roman to assume the ferocious manners^ which wei*e 
insensibly relinquished by the rich and luxurious Barbarian ;( 4) but 
these mutual conversions were not encouraged by the policy of a mti- 
narch who perpetuatecr the separation of the Italians and Cloths ; re- 
serving the former for the arts of peace, and the latter for the service 
of war. To accomplish this design, he studied to protect his industrious 
subjects, and to moderate the violence without enervating the valour of 
his soldie: s, who were maintained for the public defence. They held 
tlieir binds and benefices as a military stipend ; at the sound of the 
trumpet they were prepared to march under the conduct of their pro- 
vincial oiHcers ; and tho whole extent of Italy was distributed into the 
several quarters of a well-regulated camp. The service of the palace 
and of the frontiers was performed by dioice or by rotation ; and each 
extraordinary fatigue was recompensed by an increase of pay and 
occasional donatives. Theodoric had convinced his brave com- 
panions, that empire must be acquired and defended by the same 
arts. After his example,^ they strove to excel in the use, not only of 
the lance and sword, tne instruments of their victories, but of the niis- 
sile weapons, which they wehe too much inclined to neglect ; and the 
lively image of war was displayed in the daily exercise and annual re- 
views of the Gothic cavalry- A firm though gentle discipline imjucsed 
the habits of modestv, obedience, and temperance ; mkd the Goths were 
instructed to spare tne people, to reverence the laws, to understand the 
duties of civil society, and to disclaim the barbarous licence of judicial 
combat and mrivate revenge-1 A) 

Among the Barbarians or the west, the victory of Theodoric had 
spread a general alarm. But as soon as it appeared that he was satis- 
fied with conquest, and desirous of peace, ,terror was changed into re- 
spect, anrl they submitted to a powerful mediation, which was uniformly » 
employed for the best purposeB of reconciling their quarrels and civi- 
lizing their manners.(6) The amlmssadors who rcM^rted Hai^ina 
from tlio most distant cottntries of Europe^ admired his wid'im, 
iicemie,( 7) and courtesy ; and if he sometime^, accepted eil.^ 'r sla^ es or 
arms, white horses t>r strange animals, the gsti of a sun-dud, a water- 

* « 

(1) When Theo4oHV; gave hi* sister to the kins of tlie Vandals, si^e sailed for Africa tvuh 
acnardot oii(> tliQjisdhd itolde GoUyi» of wttoiii was attended jtiy five armed foilowets 

landat Ub. 1. c. S-X Hie Ootbic liobiiUy muse have oceu ks noble as brave. 

(2) ^pe tJie acKiiou'leagmcftl of Gotblc Ubeity, Var. v,30. 

(5) rrocopins, Onib. Ub 1. c. 2. The llomaii b«»ys Icamt the lauaiiage (^Var. viii 21.) of 
il.v OoUis. Tbfir geiteraligAorauco is not destroyerjl by the exceptibvs vf Amalasiintha, 
a fcinaio, wlio tiifgl.i Study wiihdui siiamelf or of ilieodaow, whose learning provoked the 
iiKhgtiaiioR and coiitempt of hts cimotrynieii. 

f'd) A s^iiig of Theodoric was fuiiiidcaoii experience—" Romaiius miser iuiitauirGotbuin ; 
cr •iiilis GothuS< tmilathr JtuoiannnK (Bee the Fragment and Motps of vak^sius, 

P 7ifJ.) " 

(.t) I he View pf the milUaty establishment of tlie Goths in Ualy* U collected from the 
Vpi .IPS of < !ibSiod<MU3 (A-'dr.l. Si. 40., iii. 24. 48 Iv. jS. 14.' v. 28. 27. vtii. 4. 25.). 
'liiev .'re lUiutfated by the lenreed Mascoii (Hist, of the Germans, lib. ai. 40-‘44. anno* 

lati"!! 14 ) , j , 

(fO Sf'e Uip tUauiess and vigour of hta negotiations m Eniiodlns (p. 1C07 > and Cassio- 
diiriis (\'ai. lit l-~4 iv. 15. v. 45, 44 ) who gives the din'ercnt Bt>lea triei dship, coutibel, 
(vposittil'aiioii, ' 

(7) ! len of ills tabl^ (Var vi. 9 ) and palace (vii .4.). Tbo admiratiou of strangers is ic- 
iiml .!•. rl'< moot rational motive to jit'-Ufy tb-se lam expenses, and to stimulate the 
dll ot tiic ofhici;, to wboui thobe piovtiiecs were inUusteU. 
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cli^ck, or a musician, ;*draonishcd even the princes of Oaul, of the 
superior art and industry of his Italian subjects. His domestic 
alliances, f 1) a uife, two daughters, a sister, and a niece, united the 
family of Wieoduric with the kings of the Franks, the Burgundians, 
the \ isigotlis, the Vandals, and the Thuringiaiis ; and contributed to 
maintain the harmony, or at least the balance, of the great republic of 
the west.(2) It it> difficult, in the dark forests 0 / Germany ana Poland, 
to pursue the emigrations of the lieruli, a fierce people, who disdained 
the use of armour, and who condemned their widows and aged parents 
not to survive the loss of their husbancU, or the decay of their 
strougth.(.i) The king of these savage warriors solicited the friendship 
of I’lieodoric, and was elevated to the rank of his son, according to the 
h»‘irb<»ric rites of a military adoption.(4>) From the sliores of the Baltic, 
tht' il'Cbtiaris, or Livonjans, laid their offerings of native amber(S) at 
the feet of a prince, whose fame had existed them to undertake an un* 
know n and dangerous journey of fifteen hundred miles. With the 
country(O) from whence the Gothic nation derive^their origin, he 
maintained a frequent and friendly correspondence ; the Italians were 
clothed in the rich sables(7) of Sweden ; and one of its sovereigns, after 
a voluntary or reluctant abdication, found a hospitable retreat in the 
palace of Ravenna. He had reigned over one of the thirteen populous 
tribes who cultivated a small portion of the great island or peninsula of 
Scandinavia, to which the vague appellation of Thule has been some* 
times applied. That northern region was peopled, or had been oscplored, 
as high as the sixty-eighth degree of latitude, where the natives of the 
]>oLir circle enjoy and lose tlie presence of the sun at each snmmer and 
winter solstice during an equal period of f(i»ty-days.(8‘) The long 
night of hw absence or death was the mournful season of distress anp 
anxiety, till the messengers who had been sent to the mountain-tops, 
dt?scric(l the first rays of returning light, and proclaimed to the plain 
below the festival of his resurrection.^9) 

'I'lie life of Theodoric represents the rare and meritorious example of 
a Barbarian, who sheathed his aword in the pride of victory ami the 


See the public and private alliance of the* Gothic monarch, with tlie BargundUma 
(V,ir I 45, 16 ), with Uie Franks (it. 10 ), with the TfauiinRlaiis h). ami with the Van- 
il.Ll8 (v. J ) Each of these epietlea atfoids some curious iiiowledce of tbd tfolicy and mau- 
Ilf is of the harbanaiis. 

(2) Eiis poMtiraJ system may be observed in Cassiodonis (Var Iv. 1. ix. 1.), Jornandcs 

f c. p 690 ), and the VnleBiaii R^a^ient (p. Y20, 7^1.). peace, honourable peace, was 

the (.onbCinc .Min of rijci»dont'. 

(3) I he curious readijr in ly iont* niplatc the llenili of Procopius (Goth. lib. li c. 14 ), and 
ti>e patient reailer may plunge into the dark aud mihnto researchesV M. de Bust (Hist, des 
Pen pies ^uciens, totn. ix. p 34S-5i)6.> 

(4; Vmnnn, iv U. fl.c^spiiit aiul forms of this Jiiartl$i( iiistitutlou are noticed by Cns«io> 
dot us; bm he seems to have only translated the seiitibients of the Gothic king into the 4ao. 
gua(>e of Uoinan eloquence. 

(5) Cassiodorus, wIki quotes Taritns to the ' ,4ehttat»s, the milettered savages of the 1 .tUic 
(\ .ir V 2 }, describes the amber for which thtni shores have ever been famous, as tlir 

of h iiee, hanlened by the sun, and piirifled atfd wafted by the waves. When ibut kliigular 
suljM.utce isaiiulyred by the chemists, it yields avepetable oil and a minenil acid. 

(6) scaitzM> or 1 bulp, is described by Joriiaiides (t . ill. p.‘ 610-^613.) and Procopius t^Goih. 
lib a r 15,). Neither the Goth i«or the Greek !nro vlsiteil the country: both had couveu^ed 
w ith the uHtives in their exile at Ruveiitia or Con6t«tiUltiopfe. 

(7) SaphetiJias pflies^ In the titiic of Jornandes, they inhabited Sttefhans, the proper 
.Stvedoii ; but that beautiful race of animals has gradually been driven into the eastern paits 
(»f Siberia. See Uuflbn (Rlst. Nat. tom. xlH. p> 3(K)-.3ld. quarto edUioii), Pennant fSystein of 
Quadrupeds, voi. I p. 3‘22— "SB.), Gmeliii (Hist. Gen, dcs Voyages, loitt. xviii p. a>7, 258.;, 
.uifi Levesque (Htit. de Knssie. tom. v p. 165, 166. 514, 515 ). 

(8) 111 the system or romance of M. Hailiy (Leitrcs snr les Sciences et sur F4tlantide, tom. 
r. p, 210 -2.^6, tbiii ii. p 114—139.). the phccnix of the Edda, and the aiuiual death atid re- 
vival ot Adonis and Osiris, am^the alle^^oilcal syinboU df 4he absence and retcru of the sun 
in the orUio regions. TbeiuKebions w^rlier is a worthy diHiple of the gieul Baftoii; uor is 
u easy for the coldest reason to withstand the magic of -their plilfosopby. 

(9) Avrtj m f^vXtruic f/ pejiurTt/ <rw» eopruje fo-ri,' says Procopius. At present a rude 
MrfiucheibUi (ueueroua enough) pievails ainoiig the Battioyedea in C«rveulaiid and in Lapland 
(Hbt de« Voi ares. Ion*, xviii p 508, 509 loin. xix. p. 105, l(a>. .927, 528.) ; yet, according to 
1 . tonus, Nimoiiiia: lo'Iiiui aiqm asin .ult latit, oiiiiiinu baud Hljisiiiiqmoni (de Kebus Belgiciv, 
hh IV p 558. loffb edit^ou) ‘ a sciuciRe wtiicli'i'uciluB would nut h.ise disowned. 
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vi^ur of his age. A reign of three-and-thirty years was consecrated 
to the duties ot civil government, and the hostilities in which he was 
sometimes involved, were speedily terminated by the conduct of his 
lieutenants, the discipline of his troops, the arms of his allies, and even 
hy the terror of his name. He reduced, under a strong and regular 
government, the unpn^litable countries of Khsetia, Noricum, Dalmatia, 
and Pannouia, from the source of the Danube and the territory of the 
Bavarians,(l) to the petty kingdom erected by theGepidw on the ruins 
of Sirmium. His prudence could not safely intrust the bulwark of 
Italy to such feeble and turbulent neighbours; and bis justice miglit 
claim the lands which they oppressed, either as a part of his kingdom, 
or as the inheritance of his father. The greatness of a servant, wdio 
was named perddious because be was successful, awalvene<l the jealousy 
of the emperor Anastasias ; and a war was kindled on ilie Dacian iron- 
tier, by the protection which the Gothic king, in the vicissitude of 
human affairs, had granted to one of the descendants of Attihi. Sabi- 
nian, a general iUustrious hyhis own and his father's merit, advanced at 
the head of teU thousand Homans ; and the provisions and arms, which 
filled a long train of waggons, were distributed to the fiercest of the 
Bulgarian tribes. But, in the fields of Margus, the eastern powers were 
defeated by the inferior forces of the Goths and Huns ; the flower and 
even the hope of the Roman armies was irretrievably destroyed ; and 
such was the temperance with which Theodoric had inspired his victo- 
rious troops, that as their leader had not given the signal of pillage, 
the rich spoils of the enemy lay untouched at their feei.(S) Exaspe- 
rated by this di^race, the Byzantine court dispatched two hundred 
ships and a thousand men to plunder the sea-coast of Calabria and 
Apulia ; they assaulted the ancient city of Tarentum, interruuted the 
trade and agriculture of a happy country, and sailed back to the Hel- 
lespont, proud of their piratiem victory over a people whom they still 
presumed to consider as their Roman brethren.(3) Their retreat was 
possibly hastened by the activity of Theodoric ; Italy was covered by a 
fleet or ei^ht thousand light vessels,(4.) which he constructed with in- 
credible dispatch; and his firm moderation was soon rewarded by a 
solid and h^ourable peace. He maintained with a powerful {land the 
balance of we west, till it was at length overthrown by the ambition of 
Clovis ; and although unable to assist his rash and unfortunate kinsman 
the king of the Visigoths, he saved the remains of his family and people, 
and ch^ed the Franks in the midst of their victorious career. I am 
not desirous to prolong or Tepeat(d) this narrative of military events, 
the least interesting of the reign of Theodoric ; and shall be content to 
add, that the Alemanniweraprotected,(a) that an inroad of the Burgun- 
dians were severely chastis^, and that the conquest of and 

Marseilles opened a free communication with the Visig<^b3, who revered 
him both as their national protector, and as the guardian of his grand- 
child, the infant soh of Alaric. Under this respectable character, the 

0) See the Hiet. des Peapin Aotiena, &c. tom. U. 255—^73. 39S--501* The count de 
Uuat wae French rntniiter at the coart of Bavaria : a libend curiosity prompted his juqitiiics 
Into the antiguitlcs the coantry, and that curtoaity was the germ of twelve respectable 
voliiiues. 

(2) See the <3othlc transactions on Che Dannbe and fn Iftyiicom, In iornandes (c. Ivtll. p. 
699 }, Bouodlua (p. ieo7— ISIO.) Marcelliiius (in Cnron. p. 44 47, 48.), and Casii^donit (In 
Chron airtKVar. lii 2S A) iv. 1$. vU. 4. 24. viii. 9-11. 2l. lx. 8 9.). 

<3> i cannot forbear transcribing the liberal and classic style of coniiC Marcetlhius. iloiii.iiius 
comes dofnestlconiui, et Rusticus conies scholarforum cum ceMtumarniatis navlbiis, totideinque 
clromoiiibua, octo mtUia miHtnm armatotum seeum fereiiiiba»r^ad devastanda ttuliae littoni 
processetuni, et usque ad Tareutniu antlquissimaQi civitatein ^gressi sunt , remensnqoe marl 
iuhonestam victoriuia quam piratico ausu Romani ex Uomahw rapnerifnt, Aiiastasiu Caisari 
reportaruiit (in Chron. p. 48 ). See Variar 1. 16. il. 38. 

(4) hee the royal oidera a.id iiistructluus (Var. Iv. W. v, 16—20.). These armed boats should 
he still sijialter th^ti the thousand vessels of Aganiemuou at the siege of Troy* 

(5> Vol IV c 38. 

(6) tniiodiiis (p 1610.) .ihd Cas^ilodoruB, in the royal name (V ar 11 41 ), record his salu* 
tary protection ot the Alenuiini 
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king of Italy restored the praetorian prefecture of the Gaols, refonoed 
some abuses in the civil government of Spain, and accepted the annual 
tribute and apparent submission of its military governor, who wisely 
refused to trust his person in the paLace of Ilavenna.(l) The Goth fc 
sovereignty was established from Sicily to the Danube, from Sirnuiim 
or Belgi'ude to the Atlantic ocean ; and the Qreeks themselves liave 
acknowledged that Theodoric reigned over the fairest portion of the 
western empire (‘^) 

'fhe union of the Goths and Romans might have fixed for ages the 
transient happiness of Italy ; and the first of nations, a new people of 
free subjects and enlightened soldiers, might huve gradinilly arisen from 
the mutual emulation of their respective virtues. But the sublime mnrit 
of guiding or seconding such a revolution, was not reserved for the reign 
of 'J’he^)doric : he wanted either the genius or the opportunities of a 
legislator ;(3) and while he indulged the Goths in the enjoyment of rude 
liberty, he sci vilely copied the institutions, and even the abuses, of the 
political system which mid been framed by Constantine'and his succes- 
sors, From a tender regard to the expinng prejudices ^of Rome, the 
barbarian declined the name, the purple, and tne diadem, of the emper- 
ors ; but he assumed, under the heremtary title of king, the whole sub- 
stance and plenitude of imiienal prerogatjLve.(4) His addresses to the 
eastern throne were respectful and ambiguous ; he celebrated in pomp- 
ous style the harmony of the two republics/ applau^ded his Outn govern- 
ment as the perfect similitude of a sole and undivided- empire, and 
claimed above the kings of the earth the same pre-eminence which he 
modestly allowed to the person or rank of Anastasms* The alliance of 
the east and west was annually declared by the unanimous choice of two 
consuls ; but it should seem that the Italian candidate who was named 
by The^oiic, accepted a formal confirmation from the sovereign of 
ConstaQtinople.(5) The Gothic nalace of Ravenna rcfiected the imago 
of the court of Theodosius or Vaientinian. The pratorian prefect, the 
prefect of Koine, the queestor, the master of the ofiices, with the public 
and patrimonial treasurers, whose functions are painted in gauay co- 
lours bx the rhetoric of Cassiodorus, still continued to act as the mi- 
nisters of state. And the subordinate care of justice and the revenue 
was delegated to seven consulars, three correctors, and five presidents^ 
who governed the fifteen regions of Italy, according to the principles 
and ei'cn the forms of Roman jurisprudence.(dj The violence of the 
conquerors was abated or eluded by the slow mifiee of judicial pro- 
ceedings ; the civil administration, with its honour and emoluments, 
waa^confined to the Italians; and the people still preserved their dress 
and hUhguage, their laws and customs, . their personal freedom, and 
two-thi]3s of their landed property. It had been tlie object of Augustus 

(1) The Ootliic transactions In Gaul and Spain v represSptad wftli some prriileMty in 
Cussiwilorus f'Var. iii 3Si 58. 41. 45, 44. v. 59.), Jornandet (e, Ivill. p. 698, 699.), and nocopiua 
Goth lib. I c. 13. 1 Will neither bear nor recontUe the long and contradictory arguments v 
the ahb^ Diibos and the coanC de Bnat abont the wars of llurgundy. 

(2) Tbeophaiies, p. 115. 

(.i; Procopius aflinns that no Idws whatsoever arere prottulgaced hy Theodoric, and tl 
succeeding kings of Ipily. (Goth. lib. il c. 6.) He must mean in the Gothic tanguage. t 
Latfn edict of Theodofic is stilt ektani. In one hundred snd dfty<.four sKlctes. 

(4) The Image of Theodoric it engraved on his coins : his modest successors were satisfi * 
with adding their own name lo the head of the reign it 'g emperor. (Muratorl Antlqulut. (ti i 
Medfi Mvi, tom, i}. dissert, xxvii. p 577^579. Gianuone Istoria Civile di Napoli, (tom i ^ 
166.) 

(.1) 1'he difiabcc of the emperor and the King of Italy are reprgsemed hy Cassiodorus (t 
i 1 ii 2,3. vi. U) and ProdoEpius (Goth. 1. 3 c. 6. lib tiU c. 3t.) who celebrate the fn< 
ship of Aiiasrasins and Theodoric: bnttbe figurative style of chmpiixticnt was intcrpretcif 
a very ditlerent sense at Coiiitaniiiio|de and Ravenna. 

(6) To the seventeen provinces of the Notitla, Paul Wamefrld the deacon (De i' 
lotigobard. Hb 11. c. 14—^.) has iuhjoiupd an eigbcciith, tbe Apeiinioe. (Muraiori Sen 
Uerum Italicanmi, tom, I p. 431 -43? ) Rut of these Sardinia and Corsica wtre )ios<«e» 
by the VaMd<tis, and the two Khi'etlav, as well as the Cottiau Alps, seem to have bent .i* 
dolled to a militar) governnieiit. The ^late of the four provinces that now form the kuigt 
of Naples, is laboured hy olaiiiione (C(;ii]. i. p. 173. 178 ) with patriotic diligent e. 
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to conceal the introduction of monarchy ; it was the policy of Theodoric 
to (lisfTuise the reign of a barharian.(l) If his subjects were sometimes 
awakened from this pleasing vision of a Roman government, they de- 
rived more sul>stantial comfort irom the character of a Cothic prince, 
who had penetration to discern, and firmness to pursue, his own and 
the public interest, Theodoric loved the virtues which he possessed, 
and the talents of which he was destitute. Liberius was promoted to 
the office of prSBtorian prefect for his unslmken fidelity to tlie unfor- 
tunate cause of Odoacer. The ministers of Theodoric, Cassiodorub,(2) 
and Boethius, have reflected on his reign the lustre of their genius and 
learning. More prudent or more fortunate than his colleague, C'assio- 
dor us preserved Ids own esteem without forfeiting the royal favour; 
and after passing thirty years in the honours of the world, be was bh'shod 
with an ecpol term or repose in the devout and studious solitude of 
Bquilhice. 

As the patron of the repablic, it was the interest and duty of the 
Outhlc king to cultivate the aflections of the senate(3) and the y>eople.. 
The nohki of Rome were flattered by sonorous epithets and formal 
professions of Vespect, which had been more justly applied to the merit 
and authority of their ancestors. The people enjoyed, without fear or 
danger, the three blessings of a capit^^-— order, plenty, and public 
amusements. A visible dbninution of their numbers may be found even 
in the measure of liberrdity ;(4') yet Apulia, Calabrhi, an& Sicily, poured 
their tribute of Corn into thag^i varies of J^me ; an allowance of bread 
and meat w^as ^stributed to the indigent citizens ; and every office w as 
deemed honourable which was consecrated to the care of uieir health 
and liappiness. The public games, such as a Greek ambassador might 
politely applaud, exhibited a faint and feeble copy of the magnificent^e 
of the Caesars; yet the musical, the gymnastic, and the pantomime 
arts, had not totally sunk in oblivion; the wild beasts of Africa still 
exenused In the amphitheatre the courage and dexterity of the hunters ; 
and the indulgent Goth, either patiently tolerated or gently restrained 
the blue and green factionsr, whose contests so often filled the circus 
with clamour^ and even with blood.(S) In the seventh year of his 
l>eaceful reign, Theodoric visited the old capital of, the world ; the se- 
nate and people advanced in solemn procession to salute a second 
Trajan, a new Volentinian ; and he nobly supported that character by 
the assurance of a just and legal government, (6) in a discourse which 
he was not .afraid to j^nounep in public, and to inscribe on a tablet 
of brass. Rome, in tnia august ceremony, shot a last ray of declining 
glory ; and a saint, the spectator of this pompous Scene, could only 
hope in his pious fancy, that it was excelled by the celestial sple^our 
of the New Jeru8alem.(7) IHiring a residence of six months, the 


(1) See the Gothic hhtoirv of PrMoplffl Oib. i. c. 1. hb. ii. t. 6 ), the of Cafisio- 


ne places iii every iiaiiaik ciur, are luiismiin, p, i« 

hb. 8. p 2^270 for those o¥Syt|ieiUe and' h/a^les Var. vl. % S3,), were tpecisi and temporary 
commissions. 

(2) rwo itahans of the lhbqc.bf Ca^updorit^^ the £^tlier (Var. 1 40.) and the son. Ox S4. 

S5.) were successively employed in Jibe adthinisCratloii of rticodoric. The soa was bom iu 
the year 479, hU variona ejiwtiw at quisestor, masieV ^ the oipces, anfl araitoriail prefect, e*. 
tend from 509 to ^S9, and he hved as a monk about tlnrty. yeais. <T(mboschi btoria deIJa 
hetieralura Itniiana. topu lii. p. 7—24. Fabneius. lUbluit tat. "Med. Myl, tom. i, p. 557, 
35ft, edit. Mansi. 

(3) See Ilia regard for the sehatc in Cochloena (Vit Theod vlH. p. 72 SO.). 

(1) No more than one hundred and twenty thousand modii, or four thousand quarters. 
(Allonym, Valeslaii. p. 72l and Var. i. 35. vi. u. 5. 39J 5*, ' 

(5) see fais regard and Indnlgence for the apeciaclea of the dmnv^>e aropbithcaire, and 
the theatre, in the Chronicle add l-^pisties of CasHodonis ^ar i. SO, S7«30, 3t, 32. in 51. iv. 
51. iJinsiraU'd by tbe foorteemh annotation of AJascou's History,) who has contiived to 
spjiiiMe ilie subject uith ostentations, thoiigh agreeable, learning. 

(f>) Allonym. Vales, p. 721 Manus Avenliceusls In Chroii. Tn tbq^ scale of public and 
peisonal merit, the Gothic conqueror is at least ,is much at^ove Valenliolan as be may seem 
itUrrhi to Trajan. 

(7) Vit. lulqcutii In Baioii, Aiiaal, Eccles. A. D. 500. no. 10. 
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fame, the person, and courteous demeanour, ol’the Gothic kin«?, excited 
the admiration of the Ilcmians, and he contornplated with equal curi- 
Ohity and burprise, tlie momiments tliat remained of their ancient 
p^reatuess. He imprinted the ioot'stepss of a conqueror on the Capitoline- 
hill, and frankly confessetl that eaidi day he viewed with fresh wonder 
the forum of Trajan and his lofty column. The theatre of Pompey 
appeared, even ii\ its decay, as a Luge mountain artihcially hollowed 
and polished, and adorned by human industry ; and he va^ely coin*> 
ptited, that a river of gold must liave been drained to erect the colossal 
amphitheatre of Titus.(l) From the mouths of fourteen aqueducts, a 
jnirc an<l copious stream was diffused into every part of the city; 
among tliese the Claudiari water, which arose at the distance of thirty^ 
ei”ht nults in the Sabine mountiims, was conveyed along a gentle 
tlioutrli constant declivity of solid arches, till it descended on the sum- 
mit of the A ventine-hilL The long and spacious vaults which had been 
coiisti ucted for the purpose of common sewers, subsisted, after twelve 
ccntuiic'^, in their pristine strength ; and the subterraneous channels 
have bivn preferred to all the visible wonders of Rome*(^} The Gothic 
king'., so injuriously accused of the ruin of antiquity, were anxious to 
pies^'ive the monuments of the nation whom they ha<l 8ubdued.(3) 
The royal edicts wore framed to prevent the abuses, the neglect, or 
tlie depredations, of tJie citizens themselves ; *and a professed architect, 
the annual sum of two hundred pounds of gold, twenty-five thousand 
tiles, and the receipt of customs from the I^crine port, were assign^ 
for tfie ordinary repairs of the walk and public edifices. A similar care 
was extended to the statues of metal or marble, of men or animals. 
The spirit of the horses, which have given a modern name to the 
Qiuriinil, was applauded by the barbarians ;(4») brazen dephonts 
of the Fid i^cTd were diligently restored ;(3) the fiimous heifer of Myron 
dccei\ ikI the cattle, as they were dri^n utrongh the forum of peaee,(e) 
;in<l an officer was created to prote^ these works of art, which Theo- 
iloric considered as the noblest ornament of his kingdom. 

AfU»r the example of the last empmrors, Theodoric preferred the resi- 
dence of Rdvenua, where he cultivated an orchard with his own hands.(7) 
x\s often as the peace of his kingdom was threatened (for it was never 
invaded) by the barbarians, he removed his court to Verona(8) on the 
northern frontier, and tlio image of his palace, stfll extant, on a coin, 
r‘*preserit.j the oldest and most authentic model of Gothic architecture. 
'J'hese two capitals, as w'ell as Pavia, Bpoletq, Naples^ and the rest of 
the Italian cities, acquired under his reign the usend or sulendid doco- 


(O Cff^ilhtdorns (hsciihcs, iii his oompoiis th« forttm of Trajan (Vir vil 6 ), ibe the- 
%.“(• (vf MiirutlM (c. iv. 51.) and ilie ttfnpinth< atre of I'fiua ), and bt» desenpLiuus aio 
nut fnitvorihy ol the rradti^ ptrusdl*. At ronling In thg modern pricey, the »bh( 
rnnipuUb that the brick wo|k and masonry ol the Collseitin w^hW ti0nrro6C twenty rniilions of 
f ten. h llvre^ (Mem de CAcadeinie des Insicripi^e, (dtd. xaeiil. p. ^), t/nw srndit 
A )miL ot that sui|>cndous fabric 

(i) F r the aqneducrs «na cJoacas,6f o Straim (Ub, f. p. 3m.), Ptiny Nat xxnxj ) 

C swiod >ins (Var m 3d, 31 vi. 6 ), Procojdns (Goth, lib i. c. IS ), and NijUnn (|to<na An- 
Ilea, o '514— 3221.) How sm h works tonhl De executed by a kb * of no»n« is y<t a prohUm. 

(5) For the Gothic <aic of the bnildiuds and statues, sec CaadiodOf^is (V^r i. jl 25. it 31 

...an ...I a 19 UK ^ .....I .t. . V sinjiin.. f In. \ 


(4) Var \lt. T3. Tlieso liorsoR of Moiite-i aeallo had been transported fro ti Alcxa«<brl- to tf»e 

iMths of Conetantino (Nirdini, ff ). ibur scdlpuiie tflsdalned bjT the abb< f)(ih.s 
< iicdec lions surlu Foe^ie «t suf fa Feuituie, tom. i soction 39 ), and adiiiirod by U luK'em .n 
aiist de I ‘Aft, tom. II ^ 

(5) \ ji X 10. They weie probably a fragment of some tiiiimpbal car (Cnper d- hiephau- 


(6) Viocopiiis (Ootb. lib^iv.e 21 ) relates a fooUsh store «f UuonN co*, nhirhls celc- 

biaitd by the wit of tblrtvsix Greek eplgiairib (Aiicbaiog iib W. p. .3(12- 30b edit Hen. 
Stepii An oil t pigrfim, 58- G8.). « 

(7) S< c .III Fpigram of knuodins Ob bi p 1893, 1804,) on this garden and the royal ardent r. 
( *) tJis .diet ton far that < ity is pibvtd by the epithet ot ‘^Verona tua " .ind tht Icgi'iid of 

the li^io uinhrlhe bi'^baruus name of li cinch of Bern (Perui'tstlold a«i Cochlreimi, p 240 ), 
M uui .I..U8 iinn wi«i toiowiea,tc .nd rleasure in hii native touiur) (lib ix, p. 2.30- 23o j. 
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rations of churches^ aqueducts^ baths^ porticos^ and palaces.(l) But the 
happiness of the subject was more truly conspicuous in the busy scene 
of labour and luxury, in the rapid increase and bold enjoyment of na- 
tional wealth : from the shades of Tibiir and Pnpneste, the Roman sena- 
tors still retired in the winter season to the arm sun and salubrious 
spring of Baise ; and their villas^ which advant'ed on soLd moles into 
the bay of Naples, commanded the various prospect of the sky, the 
earth, and the water. On the eastern side of the Iladriatic, a new 
Camj)ania was formed in the fair and fruitful proving of Istria, which 
communicated with the palace of Ravenna by an easy navigation of one 
hundred miles. The rich productions of Lucania and the atljacent pro- 
vinces were exchanged at the Marcilian fountain, in a populous fair 
annually dedicated to trade, intempenince, and superstition. In the 
solitude of Comum, whicJi had bnce been animated by the mild genius 
of Pliny, a transparent basin, above sixty miles in len^h, still rcdeoted 
the rural seats wnich encompassed the margin of the Lariaii lake ; and 
the gradutid ascent of the hills was covered by a triple plantation of 
olives, ^>f vines, and of chesnut trees.(2) Agriculture revived under 
the sbaclow^of peace, and the ndmber of husbandmen was multiplied by 
the redemption of captives.(3j The iron mines of Dalmatia, a gohl 
mine in Bruttium, were careiully explored, and the Pomptine marshes, 
as well as those of Spoleto, were drained and cultivated by private un- 
dertakers, whose distant reward must depend on the continuance of the 
public prosperity.(4) TOie»tever the seasons were less propitious, the 
doubtful precautions of forming magazmes of com, dxing the price, and 
prohibiting the exportation, attested at least the benevolence of the 
state ; but such was tiie extraordinary plenty, which an industrious 
people produced from a grateful soil, that a gallon of wine was some- 
times smd in Italy for less than three farthing^, and a quarter of wheat 
at about five shillings and sixpence (5) A country possessed of so many 
valuable objects of exdiange,' soon* attracted the merchants of the world, 
whose beneficial traffic was encouraged and protected by the liberal 
spirit of Theodoric. The free intercourse of the provinces by land and 
water was restored dlid extended ; the city gates were never shut either 
by day or by night ; and the common saving, that a purse of gold might 
be swly left in the fields, was expressive of the conscious security of 
the inhabitants* 

A difference of religion is always pernicious and often fatal to the 
harmony of the prince and people ; the Gothic conqueror had been edu- 
cated in the profession of Arianbm, and Italy was devoutly attached to 
the Nicene faith. But the persuasion of Theodoric was not infected by 
zeal, and he piously adhered tb the heresy of his fathejt^s, withbfit con- 
descending to balance the subtle argument^ of theologi tl metaphysics. 
Satisfied with the p^vate toleration of hii Arian sectariea, he justly 
conceived himself to be the guardian of the public worship ; and his 


(1) See MalTel, Verona UtnUrata, ptrt. I. p. f31, 332. 306, Ac. He impnies Gothic areht- 
teetore, like the corruption 4>f iaiisiiage, writtiig, Ac not to the Barhariaiw, hot to the ituHai.e 
them«elve». Ck^mparelUi eeanm^ta with those of Tlrai>oschl (tom Hi. p 61. 

(2) The villas, cliiiiate, and tanSficape of Baia» (Var. ia‘. 6. See Clover. Italia yiutiq. lib iv. 
c 2. p. 129P, &c.), tctrtii<Var jrli. 22 26 ) and CornaictCV.tr. xl. 14. oompafp with Pliny's 
tu(» vtllfif, ix. 7 .), an Asneahlr painted In tbeepistltv o^f'«l&l(>donls. 

( ) In Unnia numeroM agtlcotartitn progenies (Eiinodiu^. p. 1678^1680 ). St. Eplphsiilaa 
of Pavla redeemed hy ftniyer or /dnsom six thousand captives from the Burgondians of Lyons 
and Savoy. Saeh deetia are the best of miracles. 

(4) The political economy of Tbfodorlc (see Anonym. Vales, n. 731. and Cass.odonis, m 
rbron.) may be distlncUy traced under ioHoning beadss^lrA mine (Var. lii 2? ), gold 
uilne (u. S ), Pomptine marshes ( 11 , 32, 33.), Spoleto (II. 31.), corn (1. 34. x. 27, 2S xi 11 , 
13.}, trade (vi. 7. 9, 33 ), fair of Leucotlioe or St Cyprian in Lucania (vlii. 33.), pietity (xi*. 
4.), the curlbs,, or public post (i. 29. ii. 31. iv. 47. v. 5. 6. vit. 33.), the Planuuiaii wav 
(xH.18.). 

(5) LX modll tritici in solidum ipsius tempore fuennit, et vinom SOamphoras iti solidotn 
fPragment. Vales,). Corn was distributed from the granaries at fUtean or twentj^flve modii 
for a pleot of gold, and the price was sUU moderate. 
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external rcvei'encc for a superstition which he despised, may have nou- 
rished in his mind the sfilutary indifference of a statesman or philoso- 

J iher. The Catholica*of liis dominions acknowledged, perhaps with re- 
uctance, the peace of the church ; their clerg’y, accoiding to the decrees 
of rfmk or merit, were honourably entertained in the palace of Theo- 
done; he esteemed the living sanctity of Csesarius(l) and Epipha> 
niu$,(s) .the orthodox bishops of Arles and Pavia ; and presented a 
decent offering on the tomb of St Peter, without anv gcrupuious enquiry 
into the creed of the apostle.(3) His favourite Goths, and even his 
mother, v/ere permitted to retain or embrace the Athanasian faith, and 
his long reign could not afford the example of an ItaJiau Catholic^ wlio 
either from choice or compulsion, had deviated into the religion of the 
coa(iueror.(4) The people, and the Barbarians themsel ves^ were edihed 
by the pomp and order of religious worship ; the magistrates were in- 
structed to defend the just immunities of ecclesiastical persons and 
possessions ; the bishops held their synods, the metropolitans exercised 
their jurisdiction, ana the privileges of sanctuary we^e maintained or 
moderated according to the spirit of the Roman jurisprudence-(5) With 
this ])rotection, ThCodoric assumed the legal supremacy hf the church ; 
and his hrm administration restored or extendi some useful prero^ 
tives, which had been neglected by the feeble emperors of Uie west. Ho 
was not ignorant of the dignity and importance of the Roman, pontiff, 
to whom the venerable name of Pope was now appropriated* TJbe peace 
or the revolt of Italy might depend on the dbaracter of a wealthy and 
popular bishop, who claimed such ample dominion, bpth in heaven and 
earth ; wlio had been declared in a numerous synod to be pure from all 
sin, and exempt from all judgment.(6) When the chain of St. Peter 
w as disputed by S^mmachus and Laurence; they appeared at his sum- 
mons before the tribunal of an Alien monarch, aod he confirmed the 
election of the most worthy or the most obsequious candidate. At the 
end of his life, iu a moment of jealou^ and resentment, Jie prevented 
the choice of the Romans, by nominating a pope in the ^ace of Ra- 
venna. The danger ^nd furious contests of a schism were mildly re- 
strained, and the last decree of the senate was epacted to' extinguish, if 
it were possible, the scandalous venality of the papal elootions.(7) 

1 have descanted with pleasure on the fortunhte condition of Italy ; 
but our fancy must not hastily conceive that the golden age Of the poets, 
a race of men without tice or misery, was reafised under the Gothic 
conauest. The fair prospect was sometimes overcast with clouds ; the 
w isdom of Theodoric might be deceived, bis power might be resisted, 
and tho declining age of the inouarch was sullied with popular hatred 

(1) See riM> wit of St. c^^santu in Sarooma (jt. Cl/ Jbs no. 13—14.). Tte tins pleseiited 
him with three tbousand suld «otidi, and a ttfaciia of twver of the weight of aUiy pounds. 

(3) Hiinodius in lit. 6t Rpiphanii, in Siftnoud Op tnm. I p 161(3-1^ Iheodyric 
bestwvred some importdm favours on this bishop, whom he ased as a ooansellor ju peiire 
and war. 

' (3) Uevotissimua ac bl Catholicus ('Aiionytn'.^'Valei* p. TtO.), jfia his otTering was no mote 
than two sliver candlesticks (eerosiratu) oi did we^ht of ievent> pounds, far inferior to 
the goid and gems of Constantinople and France /Altastasfits In Vii. Fotic. in lioiQiisd^, p. 
3U edit. Panto 

4) The tiSeiatlng system Of bis reign fEnnodigs, p. 1513. Anonym. Vales p.71A< Piocop. 
Goth, hti^ «* e. 1. UtH (i e 6 ) may lie studied In the Epistles of Caisiodorne. under the 
futtowing h^s; MsAopf (Var. i 9. vllf. 13 34. immttmtUs (I. 35. il 89, .W ,, 

rhurrh-4amii f Iv, 17 SO JMnetuanes (li, 11 iii» 47 ), cAnrcA-pfe/e fait 30 ), tti^eipUne 
(iv 44 ) , tthlcB |>rO'.e at the same time that he was tlte head. of the chiiicb as well as of 
the sratp . 

(5) We may reject a fooiiih tale of his beheading a Catholie dearon who turned Araau 
(Theodor. Lector, no. 17.). Why is Tbebdofrie sununud 4f^r* liooi Vajet f (Vstes. ad. 
loc.) A light coajectfiie. * 

(6) Rnnoditts, p. 1631, 1633. 1696. 1638. Hii Udtl was approved and registered fsyQoda* 
Itcei) by a Roipan'coODcti (Baronins, A O. 5Q3, ho. 6. Franciscus Pagi in Brcviar. Pout. 
Hoiii. tom. i. p} 343.). 

(7) See Cassiodorns (Var. riii. 15. is. 15. 16.}, Anastasfus (in Symmaciio, p 31.), and the 
eigliteenib Anoiitatiou of Mascou. Baronins, Pagi, and most of the Catholic doctors, confess 
with an angry growl, this Gothic nsarpatiou. 


16 THR I^KCLINR AND FALL 

nnd patrician blood. In tlio first insolcnco of victory, ho had been 
tempted to deprive the whole mirty of Oiloacer of the civil and even 
the natural ri^nts of society ;(ll a t?ix unseasonably imposed after the 
cahittiities of war, would have crushed the rising a^n^icuJture of Liguria ; 
a rigid pre-emption of com, which was intended for tlie public relief, 
must have ag^rwivated the distress of Campania. These dangerous pro- 
jects were d^eated by the virtue and eloquence of Epiphanius and Boe- 
thius, who, in the prince of Theodoric himself’,* successfully pleaded 
the cause of the people ;(2) but if the royal ear was open to the voice 
of truth, a saint and a philosopher are not always to be found at the ear 
of kings. The privileges of rank, or office, or favour, were too fre- 
cpiently abused by Italian fraud and Gothic violence, and the avarict* of 
the king's nephew was publicly exposed, at first by the usurpation, and 
afterward by the restitution, of the estates which he had inijustly ex- 
torted from nis Tuscan neighbours. Two hundred thousand JBarbari.'tns, 
formidable even to their master, were seated in the heart of Italy ; they 
indignantly supported the restraints of peace and discipline ; the dis- 
orders of their^maroh were always felt, and sometimes compensated ; 
and where it was dangerous to punish, it might be prudent to dis'^emble, 
the sallies of their native herceness. When the indulgence of Thewlo- 
ric had remitted two-thirds of the Ligurian tribute, he condescended 
to e^^lain the difficuHtes pf his situation, and to lament the heavy' 
thougn inevitable burdens which he imposed on his subjects for their 
own defeace.(3) TJiese ungrateful subjects could never be cordially 
reconciled to the origin, the religion, or even the virtues of the Gotliic 
conqueror; past calamities were forgotten, and the sense or suspicion of 
injuriOs was rendered still more exquisite by tlie present felicity of the 
times. ♦ 

Even the religious toleration, which Theodoric had the glory of intro- 
ducing into theljhristian worfd, was painful and offensive to the oriho- 
dox zeal of Italians. They rejected the armed heresy of tlio 
Goths; but their pious rage, was safely pointed against the rich and 
defenceless J^ws, who had formed their establishments at Naples, Rome, 
Ravenna, Milan, pnd Gmioa, for the benefit of trade, and under the sario- 
tiou of the lawd.^4) Their persons were insulted, their effects were 
pillaged, and their synagogues were burnt by the mad populace of Ra- 
venna and Rome, inflamed, as it should seem, by the most frivolous or 
extravagant pretences. The government whicli oould neglect, would 
have deserved such an cr^tragc^ A legalinquiry was instantly directed ; 
and as the authors of the tumult h?id escaped in the crowd, the whole 
community was condemned to repair the damage ; and the obstinate 
bigots, who refused their oonirihations, were whipped through the streets 
by the hand of the executioner* This simple act of justic.* exasperated 
the discontent of the Catht)liC»>>who applauded the merit and patience 
of these holy confessOrs ; three humired puipita deplored the persecu- 
tion of the church ; apd if th<* c|[apei of St. Stephen at Verona was de- 
molished by the command of Theodoric, it is probable tV^t some miracle 
lio^^tile to Jiis name and dignity had been performed on that sacred 
ll ojvtre. At the dose of a' glorious life, the Ming of Italy discovered 
Xhut he bad excited the hatred of a people whb^ happi|ie; 3 ^ he had so 

(l) rri* ^iiahted them— a llceirtts ; and aU Italy moWied— tementabilt juatltio. | 

wish to b«heve, thAi ih«sc iieuaUJea a ere rnartctl agalust (he reheU, wha liad vloJaifd th«lr 
t) jUj of alle^atice , but the testimony of atinoUius (p. 1675— ie]f8.) U the more weighty at 

lie lived and died under the I eltsn *>f T/iPodflric. '' 

ri) Knnodliis. inVii. Epiphan, p. 1689, 1690 * Boethma de Conaolatione PhikwophlaR, lib. 
i in os I p 45- 17. Kespert, but weigh, the p^isAione of the taint and the aenutor, aird 
foujfy 01 .dh'Viake their complfOnta by the various hiiita of Casiilodorua (11 S. iv. 3C viii. 5 ). 

(5) itiiuiatiiuui expeiisarum pondua. . . pro ipsorum 8dlat;e,dcc, yet these are no more than 

^ (4i*lhe Jews weic netilcd at Naples (.Procopius, Goth, llh. I. c. 8.), at Genoa (Var. ii. 28. 
S\. 55 ), Milan (v. 57.), Home (iv. 45.). See iiikcwtse Uasuctfe, HUt. des 5ittfs, tom. till. c. 
7. p. 5*54. 
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Assiduously laboured f4» pruiuote ; rtnd his mind vvaa soured by indi^a- 
tion, jealousy, and the bitteiness of unrequited love. The (jothic con- 
(jucTor condbsoendeil to disarm the uuuarhke natives of I tidy, inter- 
iiietiiifr all weapons of offence, and excepting only a small knifo fur 
domestic use. The delii erer of Koine was accused of consixiring with 
the vilest informers against the lives of senators, whom he suspected of 
a secret and treasonable correspondence with the Byzantine court.(l) 
After the death of Anastasjius, the diadem had been placed on the head 
of a feeble old man ; but the pov^ers of government were assumed by 
his nephew Justinian, who already meditated the extirpation of heresy, 
and the conquest of Italy and Africa. A rigorous law, which was pub- 
lisiied at (Constantinople, to reduce the A nans by the dread of punish- 
ment within the pale of the church, awakened the just resentment of 
Theodoric, who claimed, fur his distressed brethren oi the cast, the same 
indulgence which lie had so long granted to the Catholics of his domi- 
nions. At his stern command, the Homan pontiff, with four iU%$tri 9 Ui 
senators, embarkei^l on an embassy, of which he must have alike dreaded 
the failure or the success. The singular veneration shown to tlie first 
|jo))e who had visited Constantinople was punished as a »€rlnie by his 
P‘ctl(m‘} monarch; the artful mr peremptory refusal of the Byzantine 
court might excuse an eijual, and would provoke a largtuq measure of 
retaliation ; and a mandate was prepared lif Italy^ to prohibit, af^r a 
stated day, the exercise of the Catholic woii^ip. By the bigotry^ of his 
subjects and enemies, the most tolerant of princes was driven *to the 
lirink of persecution ; ^uid the life of Ti^ieodoric was too long, since he 
lived to condemn the virtue of Boethius and Syminachas.(®) 

The senator Boetluus(3) is the last of the Homans whom Cato or 
Tally could have acknowledged for their oountr^an. As a wealthy 
orplian, he inherited the patiimony and honours of the Anician family, 
a name ambitiously assumed 1>y the kin^and emperors of the age; and 
the appellatriou of Manlius asserted his ^nuine* or fabulous dekceiit 
from a race of consuls and dictators, who repulsed the Cauls from 
tlie Capitol, and sacrificed their sons to the discipline of the republic. 
In the youth of Boethius, the studies of Home were.^ not totiilly aban- 
doned ; a Virgil(4) is now extant, corrected by the hand of a consul ; 
mid the professors of grammar, rhetoric, and jurisprudence, were main- 
tained in their privile^res and jiejjsions, by the liwrality ik the Gotlis. 
But the erudition of the Latin language was insufficient to satiate his 
ardent curiosity ; and Boethius is said to have employed eighteen labo- 
rious years in the schools of Athons^(.^) which were supported by tlie 
zeal, the learning, and the diligence of Proclns and his disciples. The 
reason and piety of the Homan pupil wor^ fortunately saved from the 
contagion of mystery ami maj^c, whieh ]>oUnted the groves of the aca- 
demy ; but he imbibed the spirit and imitated the method, of his dead 
and living masters, who attempted to recoiniule the strong and subtle 

(1) Kex ovidiis commaais exiiii. Sec, (Boetbius. IfU. I p. 39.) rex dolapi AonmHis teiidcbat 
<Aiionya). Vales, p. 123.). Tliese are iiard worde: Ui«y tbe pubioiii t>i {lie imloiius, 
and tho**#, (f fear) of i beodorle hfinself. 

(iO I kiboitwd lo exitacLA ntional nafraUve horn tbe4taJk,conef»e, and 
ot tlie Valeelati F^gmeint <i>. 7^— Tbeophaiies (p. 1^.), AnasUi^ius rin Jolmniie, p. 
S5 ) and the ilief Misceila. p edu Mtofttori ). A presenre and parapliraec of 

rhf ir words Is no vldleiice* ChHsuIt Miiratorl CAntdIlt fom ivc p 47t-47S > 

u Uli the Aiiualsand Uievmr) (tom i. S59-265) of the two Pag Is, the ancle and the tiepliete. 

(.3) Le Clerc has rompo&od a critical and phtlosophicof nfe of AuiriiJa ilAHjius beveritute 
ItuethUu (Bihifoi. Choisle, t»ui. xvi p 168-1273.), and lioth Tiruhhaclil (tmn lU.) and Ft* 
oricms (Blbliot Uitin.) may be uaefiitty cottsaUed 'I'lte date of hie hlrth mai he placed abdot 
tni‘ year 470, Hiid liis desitli jii SSi, fii apreoiatore old age (Conaol. Phil. Metritta, 1 p. 5 }. 

(i) l>or the age and value oi this A1S« uoiv In the lledicean library at rloreiice, see the Ce> 
iiotaplifa Pisana (p. 430^'‘M7 > ot cardinal Noris. 

(5) the Atheiii.iii studies of Boethius are dotiinful (Baronins, A. D ftlO tio 3. from a spiN 
rions tract, ]>e DlscjpHaa Schotarniu), and the term of elg bteen years is donMiess too Jong : 
l)i]t the simple tact of a visit to Athens is Jrstified by much internal evidence (Bruker, Hist, 
i.rit. Philosopli tom. Jii p. 5M— 5S7.), and by an expresflon (though vagaeand anibiguousy 
of hia friMKl t .issiodorus (Var. f. 45 .), ** longe positas Athenas, IntroUti.** 

VoL. 111. C 
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home of Ariciotle with tlio <levout contemplolioii and sfiblimp fancy of 
Plato. After his return to Rome, und his marriage uitii thtj daughter 
of his tneud, tlic jmtrichin Syintriachus, Boethius still c<intiriued, in a 
palace of ivory and marble, "to prosecute tlie same fttudies.(J) 7 ^he 
church was edified by his profound defence of the orthodox creed against 
tlie Ariaii, tlie Eiitychian, and the Nestorian heresies : and the Catholic 
unity was e^xplained or exposed in a more formal treatise by the indif^ 
fcrence of three distinct, though coiisubstanti«il persiuis. Fur the benefit 
of his Latin readers, his genius submitted to teach the first elements of 
the arts and sciences of Greece. The geometry of Euclid, tlie musi<! of 
Pythagor,as, the arithmetic of Nicomadius, the mechanics of ArcJii- 
medes, the astronomy of IHolemy, the theology of Plato, and the logic 
of Aristotle, with the commentary of Porphyi-y, were transhtt<‘d and 
illustrated % the indefatigable pen of the Roman senator. And he 
alone was esteemed capable of describing the wonders of art, a sun-dial, 
a wateivciock, or a sphere which represented the mutiuns of the planets 
From these abstruse speculations, Boethius stoo|>od, or, to spealc more 
truly, .16 rose to the social duties of public and private life ; the indi- 
gent were relieved by his liberality ; and bis eloquence, whii-li flattery 
might compare to the voice of Demosthenes or Cicero, was uniformly 
exerted in the cause of innocence and humnnity. Such conspicuous 
merit was felt and rewarded by a discerning prince ; the dignity of 
Hoetliius was adorned with the titles of consul * and patrician, and his 
talents were usefully employed^ in the important station of master of 
the offices. Notwithstanding the equal ciainis of the east ami west, his 
two sons were created in their tender youth, , the otinsuls of the same 
year. (2) On the njjgntorable day of their inauguration, they proceeded 
in solemn pomp frdm their palace to the Forum, amidst tho applause 
of the senate and people ; and their joyful father, tho tiuo' consul of 
Home, after pronouncing an oration in the praise of his royal bene- 
factor, distributed a triumphnl largess in tho games of the circus, . 
Prosperous in his fame and foitunes, in his public honours and ])rivate 
alliances, In the cultivation of science and the consciousness dt* virtue, 
Boethius might have been styled happy, if that jirecarious epithet could 
bo safely apj^ied before the last term of the life of man. 

A philosiopher, liberal of his wealth and parsimonious of his time, 
might l>e insensible to the common allurements of ambitioh — the thirst 
of gold hnd employment. Aruh some credit may be due to the asse- 
veration of Boethiue, that be had reluctantly obeyed tbe divine Plato, 
who enjoins every virtuous citizen to rescue the state from the usurpar 
tion of vice and ignOranpe^ For the inte^ity of his piiblic com I net, ho 
appeals to the merno]^ of his country. Mis aiiLhority had restrained 
the pride and (oppression of the royaii oflioei*ft, and Hif- duquerce had do- 
Jivered Pauliarius from the dogs of the pahU'C. He hiA pitied, 

and often relieved, the dij^tress of the pixivincuds, viho^e fortunes w et(> 
exhausted by puhlhj and private rapine ; and B^thiu^ aloue had counicc 
to ofipose the tyranny of tho barbarians, elated by <wntpiest, excited by 
avarice, and, a$ b® Complains, oncourogod by impunity. In these hf^- 
nourable contests, his spirit soared above the consideration of dq^cr, 
and perhaps of prudence ; and we may lesi^, from the example of Cato, 
that a^diaracter of pure and inflexible virtue is the most to be mil- 
led by prejudice, to be heated by enthusiasm, add to confound private 

. (I) BihUutheosB comptos eb^re ac vitro {AiHetes^ SrCt (Consol. Plitl. Jit> i i>u>^ .5 p. T't ) 
Tke Epistkra ot kititodlHS fvi.S, 7 13 viih 1. 31. 40.) and Ciifiirti donis (y»r, i HO. iv. o % 

21.) aUord manjr proofa of tho high reputation whtoh he ejtjoyed in his own tiuicft. It is 
true tliai tbe bishop of rti\U wanted to purebbse Of hUn an old house at Milan, Aitd p.al&e 
inisbt be tendered and accepted tn pan of payment. 

(‘i) Piai« Mtirutori, &c. are agre^ that Hoethius himaeiT wat cootid in the year 210^ Ins 
two sotu in f>22, and m 487, perhaps lii« father. A desire of asenbtnjg; the Iasi of these ctm- 
aulshlps to tbe pbihisopher, had perplexed the cbronoioity of his life. In his honours, allutices, 
rliiidren, he cetehratei his own lelldty— hit past fdicity (p.^, UO.). 
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^^nniitios \dth ji3»»tii'5C. The d; Aipk» of Plato exa^p'ivito 

the infirmities of nature, and the irnin*rfcetioiJs of society; utni tha 
iTiildost form of a Gothic kiiiifdom, oven the weight of allegiance and 
4 !:r*ititnde, must be insuppru tahle to the free spirit of a Homan patriot. 
15ut tlio favour and fidelity of lloothius declined in just proportion with 
the public hajipiness ; fuid an un\\<)rthy(*olle«u?ue was imposed, to divide 
<ind roiitroul the power of the master of the olhees. In the last gloomy 
reason of Tlieodorie, ho indignantly ielt that lie^ was a slave ; hut as his 
niJister had only power over his life, he stood without arms and without 
fear iigainst the face of on angry Barhanaii, who had been provoked to 
helievo that the safety of the senate was incompatible w ith his own. 
'riie senator Albinus w^as accused, and already convicted, on the pre- 
sumption of hopinoriiii it wa^ said, the liberty of Rome. If Alinnus be 
criminal/' exclaimed the orator, the senate and myself arc all guilty 
of the same crime. If w^e are innocent, Albinus is equally entitled tu the 
“ protection of the law s/' TJiese law's njlght not have punished the sim- 
ple and barren wish of an unattainable blessing ; but "they would have 
shew n less Indulgence to the rash confoi^on of IBoethius that, had he 
known of a conspiracy, the tyrant never s|ioul4*(l) *I1ie advocate of 
Albinus was soon involved in the dang.^r, and'^^rhaos the guilt of his 

< lient ; their signature (which they dc2-4^^^ 0 for^ry) wa^ afiixed to 

tlie original address, inviting the to d^ver Italy trom the 

Goths ; anti three witnesses of hon^nrablO^^rank^ perhaps of infamous 
reputation, attested the treasonable of the Roman pat rid an .(2) 

Yet his innocence must be presumed. «mce. he wa» deprived by Theo- 
doric of the means of justification, and rigoronsly^ on fined in the toner 
of Pcivia, wliile the senate, at the distance of tH'cTKtifflred miles, Pt'o- 
noiiiiced a sentence of wintiscation and death, against the most fflus- 
trioiis of its member^. At thb eomifitiM of the barbarians, fhe occult 
sciem o of a philosopher was stigmatijied with the rntnies of sacrilege and 
magic.(.S) A dev out and dutiful attachluOnt to the senateAviw condeihir- 
ed criminal by the trembling voicips dt, the senators them^lve^i ; «imI 
thtur ingratitude de^e^ved the wish pr prediction of Boethius, that, 
after him, none shouhl be foUnd guilty of the Same olFencO.(i) 

While Boethini;, oppressed, wdtli Ihttifers, expected each inome^it the 
sentence of the stroke of de?ith, ho cOinpOKed in the tower of Pavia the 
Consolation of Philosophy ; a gold^ vofaiine, not unworthy of the lei- 
sure of Plato or ^'uUy, but which dain^inccimpaxahle lUeHt fiom the 
i>ai*haiisin of the times, and the sitiiAtiori 6$ the autltor. The celestial 
guide, whom he had so long vhvxilityf Ht'Kejuo ailkl' uOw conde- 
M-endec} to liJinnine his dungeon, to revive Ids (Enrage, and tO pour into 
Jus wounds hei salutary Iwifai, She taught him to compare hisiong 
pro-,perity and his recent divtre^H. nnd. to qonceive hopes from the 

ncniistancy of fortune. Reason bad Informed him the^ pi-eewinii^ 

^•onddion of lier gifts ; experience had ^le^fied him o/lbeir real value ; 
be had enjov'cd tliem without gndt j h« niight resign them without a 
dgh, and calmly disdain the imiateit hij# enemies, who had 

haiqdiiesa, sinc^ they had Jefi him virtue* . From the emtji? 
Boethius ;isceiid4^d to heaven in search of thp snraJsMjB noon; explored 

(O SI ej?*> "'‘Ctiwotfi 111 iL€sc^)ie<. Boetaiu? a^Jopts tHi? lUb t 4. |», S3,) of 

J iiUab C M lm« pbi|Asopitlc death tA deb<‘tlhc«l hy .Seiier.! ('oe’l MasiiilliUtC Aiiltiti, c II). 

(2) riu* chametm of his twodelsdou, UusiliiM^ (V,ii li JO. li. tv. f2 ). wid Opiiiio (v, 

41 viii Ifi ), aic Utustrated, lu^ n)ucbtc»th< ii liohonr. in Ui 9 .Kp{»tlef <if C’ausnwimiWi wtiieh 
la nieiiiion fWconitu» (v. Al ), the cofkiiRiie lloeihliu (ilh. Ui. pioit 4. p, 

(.1) ^ se\m mfffrtrv' ina^if- (Var iv a?, ix. J^): and 

a \Ms htlirved tl'ataidtty iiecinmlRcn6,hfta ci^tiiped py uiiiiiuig their jailoia tiwid , lor maa^ 

I ‘^fiould K.id ftntnk* 

fX) Bodtiius r 0 iilp 0 ««?<b hi 9 own iV^tvl.>ey ^ pciiiMpa more inU'reotiuii than hi« 

< (fObutation We nioH he coninit with the a^nerri view of his )h»iioi,js priiuipies, iMtisecu* 
Uoii, &.r. Chh I proft. 4. p. 42.-hS ), '^hich laay be couiimrea with Ib^e aliurt .iiol tveusbiy 
Words of tlie\alesMti Frignient Cl». T-’S.) Ail aiionxmovs \vi u> r (hiiiner, Caldloj?. MsB. 
atbiioi. Beni. loin, i p J287.) ehatt'ce him home with Uoiuiui.ibte am) iwirnitlc ueitsott. 



20 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the metaplmical labyrinth of chance and dc'^tiny, of prescience anil 
free-will, of time and eternity ; and generously attempted to reconcile 
the perfect attributes of the Deity, with the apparent disorders of his 
moral and pliysicjil government. Such toj>u*s of consolation, so olivious, 
so vague, or so abstruse, are ineffectual to subdue the feelings ol’ human 
nature. Yet the sense of misfortune may be diverted by the labour of 
thought ; and the sa^e who could artfully combine, in the same work^ 
the various riches ol philosophy, poetry, and eloquence, must already 
have possessed the intrepid calmness, which he affected to seek. Sus- 
pense, the worst of evils, was at length determined by the ministers <if 
death, who executed, and perhaps exceeded, the inhuman mandate of 
Theoiloric. A strong cord was fastened round the head of Bcjethius, 
and forcibly tightened, till his eyeti almost started from their sockets ; 
and some mercy may be discovered in the milder torture of beating him 
w'ith clubs till ne expired.( J ) But his genius survived to diffuse a ray 
of knowledge over the darkest ages of the Latin world; the writings of 
the philosopher were translated by the most glorious of the English 
kings,(i2) ^ind the third emperor of the name of Otho removed to a 
more honourdble tomb the bones of a Catholic saint, whoy from his 
Arian persecutors, had acquired the honours of martyrdom, and the 
fame of miracles.(S) In we last hours of Boethius, lie derived some 
comfort from the safety of his two sons, of his wife, and his father- 
in-law, the veiverable Symmachus,, But the grief of Symmachus whs 
indiscreet, and perhaps disi esi^ctfal : he had presumed to lament, he 
might dare to revenge, the death of an injured friend. He w as dragged 
in chains from Rom6 to the palace of llavenna ; and the suspicions of 
Tlieodoric could only be appeased by the blood of an innoceut and aged 
senator. (4-) * 

Humanity will be disposed to encourage any report which testifies the 
jurisdiction of conscience and the remorse of kings ; and philosophy is 
not ignorant that the most horrid spectres are sometimes created by the 
powers of a disordered fancy, and the weakness of a distempered body. 
After a life of virtue aAd glory, Theodoric was now descending w ith 
shame and guilt into the grave : his mind was humbled by the contrast 
of the pasL and justly alarmed by the invisible terrors of futurity. One 
evening, as it is related, w^hen the head of a large fish was served on tlio 
royal table, he suddenly exclaimed, that he beheld the angry coun- 
tenance of Symmachus, his eyes glaring fury and revenge, and his 
mouth armed with long sharp teeth^ wliich threatened to devour him. 
The monarch instantly retired to his chamber, and as he lay trembling 
with aguish cold undar a weight of bed-clothed, he expressed m broken 
murmurs to his physician Elpidius, his deep repentance for the murdei-s 

(1) He was executed at Agfi>' Calventlatio (Calveuxano, between Mangwaiio and Pavia>» 
Anviiyui. Vales, p. 7S3. b} order of Lusebitis couni of Ticinuin or Pa\ia. Tbe plare of 
bis cotiflnenieui ta styied tlie hto ttsterff, an edifice and name peciittar tc catli^pils. It ts 
claimed by tbe perpetuallradltion of the ehuich of Pavta. The lower ol Boethaft subsisted 
till tbe year 1584, and tbed»aui{ht iayet preserved (Timboschi, loin. m. p. 4T, «.). 

(2) .<iee the Bioiiraphica ftritannica. Jlfred^ tom. i p. SO, second edition. The work is 
still mure nouoHrabI«,'if performed wtider the learned eye of AlOed by b» foreign atio «lo. 
niesUc doctors.* For tbe reputation of Boethius in Uie middle ages, consult Brnckerl. Tlisi. 
Crir. Phllosoph. tom, hi. p. .V55, 5SB ). 

(5) Th« iOttCnption on bis new wmb was composed by the preceptor of Otho the third, the 
learned Pope Silvtster 11. who, like Boethius himsetf, was styled a magician by the ignoiancc 
of I he times. The Catholic maftyr bad carried his bead in bis bands a considerable wav (Baro- 
nins, A. U. 5SB no. 17, 18.) : yet, on a similar tale, a lady of my acquaintance oitce ob- 
served, La distance u*y Ui\ i4«ii , il tVy a qne le premier pas qui coute.'* 

(4> boetliliis applaud# tbe virtues of bis fatheHii law Hib. i. pios. 4 lib. ii pros 4. 

p, UK ). Procopitis (noth, lib i. c. 1.), tbe Valcsiao Fiagment (p. 7^14.), and tbe llisrorla 
(lib XV. p. 10' ), agree in pralsitif the siiperi^ Innocence or sanctity oi byti ma- 
cbiis , a.id in the estiiiiation ot the legend, the guilt of his murder is equal to uie Imprison, 
uicnt ol a |>ope. 

(5) In rl>e tdiiciful eloquence of Cassiodonts the variety of sea and river flsh areanevnl^Mice 
of c\i<'nbi\e lioniiiDon ; and those of tbe Rhine, of Sicily, and of tbe Danube, were served on 
the tabk oi iJ>ef>d<»rfc (Var, xii. 14 ), Tlie monstrous turbot of Doniitiati (Juvenal, Sawr. 
ill. ) had been caught on tbe shores of the Adriatic. 
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of Boethius and SyTnmachus.(l) Ilis malady increased^ and after a 
dysentery wliich continued three da}s, he expired in the palace of Ra« 
venna, in the thirty-third, or, if we compute n*om the invasion of Italy, 
in tiie thirty-se\euth year of hi*^ reign. Conscious of his approaching 
end, iie divided the treusures and provinces between his two grandsons, 
aii<l lived tJie Rhone as tlieir common houndary,(2) Amahiric was re- 
st on d to the throne of Spam, It dy, w'ith all the coni}uesis of the 
O^tiogoth-^, was lje<|ueathcil to Athahirlc ; w liose age did not exceed ten 
yeais, hut who was cherished as the last male offspring of the line of 
Am.tli, hv tlie short-lived marriage of his mother Amalasuntha with a 
rov.d fugutve of the same bh»od.(3) In the presence of the dying mo- 
narch, the Gothic chiefs and Italuiu magistrates mutually engaged their 
faith and loyalty to the young prince^and to his guardian mother ; and 
receivc<I, in the same awful moment, bis last salutary advice, to main- 
tain the laws, to love tlio bonate and people of Romo, and to cultivate 
witli decent reverence the friondbhip of the emperor.{4!) The monu- 
ment of Theodorii* v\as erected by bis daughter Amalasuntha, in a con- 
spicu<»ub situation, which commanded the city of Ravenna, the hai'bour, 
and the adjacent coast. A chapel of a circular form, thirty feet in 
•hameter, is crow ned by a dome Of one entire piece of granite : from 
tlie centre of the dome four columns atoso, ‘which supported, in a vase* 
of porphyry, the remains of the Gothic kin^, surrounded by the brasen 
statues of the twelve apostles. (5) His Spirit, after some previhus ex- 
piation, might have been pennitted to mingle with the benefactors of 
mankind, if an Italian hermit had not been witness in a vision to the 
dtimnalion of Theodorjc,(6) whose soul was plunge^ by the ministers of 
divine vengeance, into the volcano of Lipan, one ox the flaming mouths 
of the infernal vvorld.(7) 

(1) erocopiM, Ooth. Iib I. c. 1. But berolBbt bare informed q« whether be bad received 
tins tiinoiis tnecdotp from common report, or from tbemoutb of the royal pbyskian. 

(2) Procopius, Goth. lib. i c. 1,2. 12, 15. Tins (rartiUon had been directed by rheodoifc, 
thoiJKlj It uas not executed till after his death. Reglil beredltatem superstes rellquit (fsfdor. 
CliKOi p. 7^1- edit. Grot ) 

(V Beimiuiid, the third in descent from Hemianrlc, king of the Ostrogoths, bad retired 
ijito Spun, IV here he lived and died in obscurity (Jornandes, c. 55. p. 202 edit. Marator.). 
See the discovtiy. nuptials, and death of hts grandson butbaric (c. 58. p. 230 ). His Roman 
camea frin;bc reiidei luin popular (Cassiodor. la Chron.) ; but Evtharic was asper In rellglone 
(Anoiiviii. Vales, p. 72*^, 725.). 

(4) See the counsels of 1 heodoric, and the professions of hia tnccessor, in Procopius (Getb. 
Iih. j c 1. 3.^, Jornandes (c. 39. p 2S0, 221 ), and Cmiodorut <Var. viil. 1—^.). These 
epibtlea are the (rinniph of bis ministerial eloquence. 

(5) Anonym. Vales p. 742 Agncltusde Vitis Pont. Raven. toMnratori Script. Rerom Ital. 
twin ‘Ip I, Alberti Hescnttione d’lialla, p. 311, 

(6, liqeiid is telitCd by Gregurv 1 (Dialog, iv. 56.) and approved by Baronins (A. D* 
S2(, no. 28 ) ; and both the pepe and the cardinal are grave doctora, su/Ocient m establish n 
p^n opinitm, * ' v 

(7) Theodorir himself, or lather Casslodorus. had described In tiggic strains the volchuo# 
of Llpaii (Cluver. Sicilia. p» 406— ilt/.)aud Vesuvius (iv* 30 
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H^pf^utxon of Justin the Elder. — J{ci(fn of Justinian.^I, The Empress 
Thufdora . — //. Factions of the Lvcus^ajid Sedition of Constanti~ 
nop/i...^ilL Trade and manufaetw e of Silk, — IV. Finances and 
'JaxeS’-^V, Eilijices of Justinian. — Church of St. Sophia. — Foriiji* 
cottons and Frontiers of the Eastfrn Empire. — Ahotuion of the 
Schools oj’ Athens^ nnd the Consulship of Home. 

The emperor Justinian was born(lJ| near the ruins of Sardica (the modem 
Sophia), of an obscure race(!3) or Barbar3ans,(3) the inhabitants of a 
wild and desolatd country, to which the names of Bardania, of Bacia, 
ami of Bul^^aria^ have been successively applied. His elevation was 
prepared by the adventurous ^irij of his uncle Justin, who, with two 
other peasapts of the same deserted for the i>rolession of arms, 

tlm mure useful cmployipent of huid)and}nen or shGpherd8.(4) On foot, 
witJi a w^anty piuvisidn of biscuit in their knapsacks, the tliree youths 
“followed the hi^th roSikd^to CohstiintiRople, andfwere soon enrolled, fur 
their strength and stature^ gtiohg the jpiards of the emperor Lao. 
l-nder the two succeeding rei^a% the fortunate peasant emerged to 
wen UK and honours ; and ni- some df^ers w^hich threaten- 

ed his life, M as aft^r.ward ascnbiKa to the guardian angel who watches 
over the fate of His lon^ and laudable service in the Isaurian 

and Per«dau wars, W'ouldnot have preserved from oblivion the Jitime of 
Justin ; >et they might warrant tne milit^ promotion, which in the 
course of ‘fifty years he gradnally obtained ; the rafik of tribune, of 
cMumt, and of general, the dignity of senator, and the command of the 
guards, who obeyed him as their chi<rf> at the important crisis when the 
emperor AnostasiuV ws$ removed froin the wbrlil The pewerfiu kins- 
nieii, whom he had raised and enriched, were excluded from the throne ; 
and the eunuch .^antius, who reign^ in the palace, had secretly ro* 
solved to fix dm diad^ oh the head of the moiirt obsequious of his 
creatures. A hberal* donative, io conelli^e the sudi*age of the guards, 
was intrusted for that purpose in the hands of their commander. But 
these weighty HrgtMhi^»w<^trea^erously employed by Justin in his 
own favour ; and ek no competitor presumed t(» appear, the } )aciitn 
peasant was invested >fith the purple, by the unanimous consent (»f the 
aoldiers, wlm knew Mm to be brave and gentle; of the clermy and 
j>eople, wbo believ^ ^bim to be orthodox, and of the provincials, who 
yielded a blind and implicit submission to the will of 0 e capital. 'I'he 
rider Justin, as hq UdlstinguL^ed from anptljer empejur of the same 
lamily and name, ascended the By*antine throne at the age of sixty- 
eight years ; and, had he been left to his own guidance, t/ci'^^omcnt 
of a nine year’s reigu must have exposed to his subjects tffi impro- 
priety of their choice. His ignorance was rimilar to that of Theodorir ; 
and, it is remarkable, that in an ajje not de.stitute of learning, two 
CAtniemporary monarclis had nev^ beOlk instriu^ted in the knowledge of 

(I) ThPre » soirtc diintiiUy ill iHe dalf of hi» birOi fl Vit. JtisUulaui, |v. 2W.) ; 

>iorW L» pt.ice- Uio TahristUif), wfaicli Ue afirOfiaM 

ratr^! wltli las lutiiq autl sub‘nJ *ui (b’Aovillq, Uibt del* Acad. &c, tom. xjpxl. p. *87-^ 2R2 ) 

C2) llie iiamcsof Utcab fJHrd.mlan aie Gotiik, nnd aUiiost E«elWi* Jnstirdttn m, 

A ir.tii»l.stjr)n vt v^aunjta bu father tSehoti~is (m Oi*co‘b<ifhAion? tensunge 

sevkd ht hi$ OltaKe /st>wh f Stacks hb mokfacr Big eiilai w»a sourned Imo 

VijjtUhila . 

(5) Ludewi« (i>* 127 -175 ) aiieniptft to msCify fhe Ainctan name of Jmftiihm miii 1heodx)r.*^ 
Slid to(«>iiM(‘u Uieni with a taniily, fioiw i*l)Jcb the lionw of Austria (ms been deriM d, 

,'l) Ve t(ii' .titc<iloi«i <jl rrocopme (v h ), uitli iIk* iioti'u of N Alrmamms. Tbe«»U»ist 
u«mld not h.*ve Muifi;, tu the vai^ne and deteut .ippeUnuoii of yttof'ttn , the Md 

. of /oiMrns. Yet wli> Jsre those ttatites <U.i;raret'iiH— and what Oeituan baton would 
not bepioird to descend (lom the Cum^eusof tba Odyssey? 
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the alphabet. But the genius of Justin was far inferior to that of the 
Gothic king; the experience of a soldier had not qualified him for the 
government of an einpirt* ; and, though personally brave, the conscious- 
ness of his own weakness was naturally attended with doubt, distrust, 
and political -ip]>rehensioii. But llie oiFicuil business of the state was 
diligently and faithfully transacted \w the quaestor Proclus;(l) and the 
aged emperor adojtted the talents and ambition of his nephew Justinian^ 
an aspiring youth, wliom his uncle had drawn from the rustic solitude 
of and educated at (jonstantiiiople, its the heir of hU private 

fortune, and at length of tlie eastern empire. 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been defmuded of his money, it 
became necessary to deprive him of his life. The task was easily ac- 
complished by the charge of a real or fictitious conspiraoy ; and the 
judges w ere informed, as an accumulation of guilt, that he was secretly 
addicted to the iManichaean heresy.(S) Amantius lost Ws head ; three 
of his companions, the first domestics />f the pdace^ were punished 
either with death or exile ; afid their unfortunate candidate for the 
purple was cast into a deep dungeon, ovOrwh^med with stones, and ig- 
Dominiously thrown, without burial, into the sea^ Thejruln of Vltalian 
was a work of more difficulty and dan^^ That Q<dhie chief had ren<^ 
dered liimsclf popular by the civil war ^ich he tH>ldly waged against 
Anastasias for the defence of the orthodox fdith, and after the conclu- 
sion of an advantageous treaty, he stitt. remained In the neighbourhood 
of Constantinople, at the head of a fomidable and victorious army of 
Barbarians. By the frail security of oatlis, he was tempted to r^n- 
quish this advantageous situation, and to trust hit person witliin the 
wails of a city, whose inhabitants, particularly the ilut faction, were 
artfully incensed against hiki by the remembrance even of his pious 
The emperor and his nephew embraced him as the faithful 
and w orthy champion of the church and BtaPte ; and graK^ully adorned 
thtuF favourite with the titleli of consul and gen^i^j^ hut in the seventh 
month of bis consulshi]i, Vitalian was stabbed with seventeen wounds 
at the i*oyal banquet /'!) and Justinian, w^ho inherited the spoil, was 
accused as the assassin of a spiritlial brother, to whom he had recently 
l>le«lgc<l his faith in the participation of the Christian mysteries.^ 
After the fall of his rival, he was promoted, without any claim of mili- 
tary service, to the office of master-gener^ of the eastern armies, whom 
it was his duty to lead into the field againshthe^ublic enemy. But, in 
the pursuit or fame, Jastinian znight have lost his present dominion 
over the age and weakness of his unde ; and ipsteaa of acquiring by 
Hc) til lan or Persian trophies the applause of his oountrym^,(^) the 
prudent w oirior solicited their favour in the church^> the circus, and 
the i^cnate of Constantinople. The CathoiBed were attached to the 
nephew of Justin, who, between the Nestorian and JButychian heresies, 
trod the narrow path of indexible and intolerant orthodoxy.(fi) In the 

(1) Hv^fUnne^ ZTt praised by riocopips (Persic, tih. i. c. 11.). Tbe qosestor Prociae «» 
Ibe irwnri bf Jo&cinlnti, and tbe enemy of every otiier ftfiojiitlvii. 

(3) fitanicliu'tuj slguibes eutychMu. Hetr tU /iirK»ts« slPcJamatious of Conataiitiiiople aod 
Tyre, the former no iu<*re ibfii six days after the decease^of Auastaiius. They produced, tbe 
Uiter applauded, iba eauacb'i death (Barotilas, A. b. 51S. p. 9. no. 15. Fteury, Hlat Kccits. 
idiji. vii. SOO! from conncils/tomii v. p. 189. ihfl.y, 

(3) Hts power, chatacter, and Intentions, are perfeegy explained by tbe count de Buat 
(tom. U* p. 5i>>81 J lie was great-gnipdsoii of Aapar, hereditary prince in tbe Lesser 
Scythia, and eddnt or the Gothic jattera^i of Thrace. The Bessi, whom be could influence, 

31 e the roiDOi Gotbf of ^arnaiides (c. 51^^ 

(4) JttsilAiaii patrioil tactiuite oipltMir btterfectiis fbhM {Victor Tnmmenslf, Cbimif in 

Ihesanr/ T«nip. p S. p.7.). Pyocbpiua (AHecdot c 7.) styirs him h tyrant, but 

aLkiiowledi'es the tvhicb is wCH explained tiy dlcimnittos. 

(* 7 ) in ins eariieit yootfa (plane adolc^cens) be had passed some time as a hostage with 
Iheodoric. Fdr tMs c^ioite Aict, Atemminns (ad Procop. Anecdot. c. 9. p. 54. of the flrst 
eriiiiou) quotes a Mbr niftpry of Justinian bs bis preceptor TheophihiB. Ludewig (p. 143.) 
tvisUes make hidi a soldier. 

(6) The ecclqslasiicil history of Justinian will be shewn bereallter. See Baronins, A. D. 
A18--.A21, and the copious article Jutttnianus in the Itfdex to tbe seventh volume of his 
Aunals. 
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first days of the new reign, he prompted and gratified the popular en- 
thusiaam Jigainst the memory oi tlie deceased cMnperor. After a s<;hism 
of thirty-four years, he reconciled the proud and angi’v spirit of the 
Homan pontiff, and epread among the liathis a favourable rejiort of his 
])ious respe<*t for the apostolic m'c. The thrones of the east wore filled 
with Catholic bishops devoted to his interest, the clergy and the monks 
were gained by his liboralitv, and the people were taught to pray for 
their future so\ereigij, the Lope and pillar of the true religion. The 
magnificence of Justinian was displayed in the supeiior pomp of his 
jMifilic spectacles, an object not less swicred and important in the eyes of 
the multitude, tbaif the creed of Nice or Chalcedon ,* the expense of his 
consulship was estimated at two hundred and eighty-eight thousand pieces 
of gold ; twenty lions, and thirty leopards, were produced at the same 
ti.me in the amphitheatre, and a numerous train of horses, with thdir 
rich trappings, was bestowed as an extraordinary gift on the victorious 
charioteers of the circus. While he indulged the people of Constan- 
tinople, and received the addresses of foreign kings, the nephew oi 
Justin assiduously cuLivatod the friendship of the senate. That vene- 
ralde name seemed to qualify Its members to declare the sense of tlie 
nation, and to regulate the succession of the imperial throne : the feeble 
Anastasius had permitted thevi^ur of government to degenerate into 
the f(»rm or substance of an aristocrat' . and the military officers wh<i 
had obtained the senatorial rank, werej&llow^ by their domestic guaidt^, 
a band of veterans, whose arms or acclamations might fix in a tumul- 
tuous moment the diadem of the cast. The treasures of the state m ere 
lavished to procure the voices of the senators; and their unanimous 
wish, that he would be pleased to adopt Justinian for his colleague, was 
communicated to the emperor. But this request, which too clemly ad- 
monished him of hia approaching end, was unwelcome to the jealous 
temper of an aged monarch, desirous to retciin the power wliich he was 
incapable of exercising ; and Justin, holding his pur|>le with both hih 
hanus, advised them to prefer, since an election* was so profitable, some 
older candidate. Notwithstanding this reproach, the senate proceeded 
to decorate Justinian w*ith the roytd epithet of nobilUsimus ; and their 
decree w^as ratified by the affection or the fears of hia uncle. After some 
time the languor of mind and body, to which he was reduced by an in- 
curable w^ound in his thigb, indispensably required the aid of a guar- 
dian. He summoned the patriarch* mu) senators ; and in their presence 
solemnly placed the diadem on the head of his nephew, who u as con- 
ducted from the palace to the circus, and saluted by the loud and joyful 
applause of the people* The life of Justin was prolonged about i'our 
months, but from the instant of this ceremony, he was considered *ia . 
dead to the empire, which acknowledged Justinian, in the forty -fifth 
year- of his age, for the lawfhl sovereign of the efist.(l) 

From his elevation to his deatK, Justiidan governed the Roman en. 
pire thiriy-eigkt years seven xncttiths and thirteen days. The events of 
his reign, winch excite our curious attention by their nOmber, variety, 
and importance, are diligently related by the secretary of Belisarius, a 
rhetorician whom eloquence had promoted to the rank of senator, and 
prefect of Constantinople. According to the vicissitudes of courage or 
servitude, of favour or di^;race, Prooopiue(2) successively composed 
the Auiary, the pancyyrtc,*and the satite^ of his own times. The eight 

O) Tbc leinn of the e!0er Jusiia way be tn tlie three Chronkfea of Harcelllmu, Vit 

tor. aiul Joint Blahiht It p. 130—150.), the laet of whom (In spite pf Hody. PiAlccttm. 
uo. 14 30 edit. Oxon.) lived soon aUer Ju»Uulai^(Joniii'» Remarks, dtc. vol. iv. p. Sh3 ). m 
the Ettle5>i«i»ical lUhtoryof evagfius (Hh. <*. 1—3^ 9.), and the Rwelyta of Tbeodoru* 

( Lueior JM», 37 ) and in Cedrenu* (p. 3fl2— 36S.),.aud ifouaras (lib. alv. p. ^J61 ), wbo may 
la^R for an oriKnif'l . ^ 

r2) .see the rlurnrn is of Procopins rutrt Agathins lu U Wothe M Vfiyer (Unn. viil. p 114— 
1740 , Voftius fdr lUstoi lets G’’d?cis, III* ii r 22 1, .and I'.nbriciiis/Blblutt. Oi<pf . lib. v c '► 
t<'in. VI. p, i'4b ■ 27S ) 'I belt n liRion, an ht'oourwble proUletu, betxaya ov<.a&ioual conformuv , 
with a secret aitachnKnt to Paganism and pUSosophy. 
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boo?<s (if tlie Persian, Vandalic, and Gothic wars,(l) which are continueil 
ill the fi\e books of Agutinas, deserve our esteem as a laborious and 
successful imitation of the Attic, or at least of the Asiatic writers of 
ancitMit Greece. His facts nre collected from the personal experience 
ami free conversation of a soldier, a statesman, and a traveller ; his 
style continually aspires, and often attains, to the merit of strength and 
elegance ; lus reflections, more especially in the speeches, which he too 
froipiently in^^ert^*, ctuitain a rich fund of poLticaJ knowledge ; and the 
hi'^toriun, ex<‘ited hy tlie gen(‘rous ambition of pleasing and instructing 
posteiits% appears to disd'iin the prejudices of the people, and the flat- 
teiy of courts*. The writings of rrocopius»(2) were read and applauded 
by his conleiiiporaries ;(3) hut, although he respectfully laid ttiem at 
tln^ foot of the throne, the pride of Justinian must have been wounded 
by th(* praise of a hero, who periietually eclipses the glory of his inac- 
tive sovereign. The conscious dignity of independence was subdued 
by the liopes and fears of a slave ; and the secretary of Beliiarius la- 
bourc'd for pardon and row ard in the six books of the inmerial edijice^* 
He had dexterously cliosen a subject of apparent splendour, in which 
he could loudly celebrate the genius, the ma^iflcence, and the piety, of 
a prim'(^, who, both as a conqueror and le^slator, had surpassed the 
puerile virtues of Themistocles and Cyrus.^) Bisappoiqtmqnt 
urge the flatterer to secret revenge ; and the first glance of favour 
might again tempt him to suspend and suppress a libel ;(5) in which tha 
Roman Cyrus is degraded into an odious and contemptible tyrant, in 
which both the emperor and his cemsort Theodora are seriously repre- 
sci^tcd as two demons, who had assumed a human form for the destruc- 
tion of numkind.(O) Such base inconsistency must doubtless sully the 
repul.ition, and detract from the credit, of Procopius: yet, after the 
vonom ol' his m, dignity has been suflered to exhMe, the residue of the 
((urrehiexj even the most disgraceful facts, some of which had been ten- 
d(‘rly hinted in his public history, are established by their internal 
o\ idoncc, or the authentic monuments of the times.(7) FVom these 

(1) i,ti lUe «oieii Hist books, two Persic, two Vasdnltc, and three Gothic, ProcopiuB has 
1)01 roiled froui Afipiaii the divisions of provinces and wars: the eighth book, ihougb it bears 
tije iifliiie ot Goti.jc, IS a tnUceilaiieoQs aiicl general supplement down to the spring of the 
ji'iir, .‘>>1, ftoin tvlit^iiqc it is continnedby AgaUiias till s39 '(pairi, Critlca, Ai D ATS. no. 

Cj) rht liieiar) fate of (’rocopins has beep somewhat unlucky* 1, His books de BeMo 
Gotli KM iveie stolen by" Leonard A retro, aud published (Fulginll, 1470; Venet 1471, apud 
J in-5 III , Matujic, Anna] opograpb tom, i. edit, posterior, p. 290 304. 279. 299 ) in huown 
ii iiiu> 'Sve Vosbius de Hist Ldt. lih. ill. c. T) 'tndthe feeble defence of the Venice Giuruale 
cb' I ('iLoi.iit, tciii xi\. p 207 *). 2. His works wire inotilated by the first I.aUii translators, 
chiiaupiiei i'eisona (Gionrale, torn, xiv p 340^518.; and Raphael de Votatuna Huet de 
Ci.ins. Intotpii'tiOiis, p. 10b >, who dul not uyeii consult the MS. of the Vatican library, of 
wliu ii they iveie pretects ( tteiUan in Vr»f»t Anecdote ). 3 The Gkfeek text xas not printed 
tii’ '.(SOT. by Hoeschelias of Ang»iiurgh fnictiontialre ^e Bay^, tom. U. p. 792.). 4. 1 he Psuis 
w IS iinperti'ctly execnied by ClaodcMaluet, a Jesuit ofThonlouse, in 1662^, fiir distant 
from tile i^Hvje prcS5» and the Vatican MS,' from which, however, he obtained some supple, 
mrnts. Mrs piom)<»c‘d cot)iinentaiiei«, &e. have never appeared, fhe Agaihias of Leydori 
(1594) h^a he«‘ti wUelv reprinted by the Fails edltoi, witn the Latin ver^>lol} of Bonaventuiu 
Vt(icantR.s, a lesrucd interpicter (Hnet p. 170 ) 

(3> li. Ill I i.vm p 7, H lib. IV. p I37« fvagnus, lib. Iv. c. 12. 8ee likewise 
PbOtln<*, (id (it p 65, 

(4) iraifina (says he, Vuehit ad 1, de EdificUs ar«p« KTtiruarwv) Is uo more than 
Kvi>i>v irai^ic/ - a puu ! Ill these fiic books, Frocoplus atfbets a Christian, as well as a conitly 
biyle. 

(5) Procopius discloses himseii , Pnefat. ad Anerdot. c, 1. 2 5 ), and the anecdotes are 
reckoned as the nintb hook by 8iii'd.tA (com. liL P IfiS. edit Kuster ). The silence of Cva. 
grins IS a poor objeGtlon. haronuis (4, U. 548. no 24 ) regrets the loss of this secret Jus* 
tory^ It wat ibrii tit the v«)tic.iu lilnary, iu bis oWn custody, and was first pnhltshed bixtecn 
UJ5US aftri his dogiii, with the UnriiM,' hut partial notes of htichotas AleniaMUHs (Liuig. 

iifstuitett an ass-the iihrtecf itkeness of fKtinitiaa'>*(Anet;d<ii c. h J-Theodora s lovers 
diiveu lyom.her bed by rival demoMs -her marriage foretold with a great demon -a monk 
saw il.c prmu* of the demons, instead of J(ibrtnmii,<jnihe throne— the servants who watched, 
beheld a lace viitbout icatures, a body walkfiig witbont a head, &c. dec. Procopius declaiics 
Jiis own aud Jut frieiiils* belief hi these diabolkal stones <(*. 12 )« 

(7) .Moiitcsquicn (Consideratioits sur It Grander et bt necadtiuce des R^unains, c. SO ) 
kives cicdit to ib(’4e anecdotes, as Uinnected, 1. tilth the wedkness of the empire; aud, 2. 
tsiih the iiHtubiiin of JustioiAJi’s lai^s. 
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vadoiis matertiUs, I bhall now proceed to <leRcrihe the reign of JuRtinlan, 
which will dt‘sei've and occupy an ainjile space. The present chapter 
will expl nil the eleValion and character of Tlieodora, tlie factions of the 
eirciw, and the peaceful udintnlslratiori of the soviu’ciirn of the eas?it Jn 
the thr(‘0 succeeding chapters^ I shall relate the wars of Justinian which 
rwhievcd the ciuiqucst of Africa and Italy ; and 1 Khali follow the victo- 
ries of BLdisarius and Narses, without disguising the \ unity of their 
tadumphs, or^the hostile virtue of the Persian and Gothic heroes. I’ho 
series of tliis volume will embrace the jurisprudence and theology of 
the en)pei*or ; the controversies and sects which still divide the oriental 
churcJi; the reformation of the Homan law, which is obeyed or respected 
by tlie nations of muderii Europe. 

I. In tlio exercise of supreme power, the first act of Justinian was to 
divide it with the woman whom he loved, tlie famous Theodor a,(]) 
whose strange elevation cannot be applauded as the triumiih of fimiale 
virtue* Under th^ reign of Anaetasms^ the care of the wild beasts 
maintained bjr the green faction of Constantinople, was intrusted to 
Acaciua, a native the isle of Cypress, who, from his emjdoyment, was 
surnamed the master of the bears. This honourable office was given 
after his death to another candidate, notwithstanding the diligence of 
his widow, who had already provided a husband mid a successor, Aca- 
cius had left three daughters, Cotmto,(3) Theodora, and Anastama, the 
eldest of whom did not then exceed the age of seven years. On a solemn 
festival, these helpless orphans were se^it by their distressed and indig- 
nant mother, in the g^ suppliants^ in£o the midst of the theatre ; the 
green faction received them with contempt, the blues with coinpassion ; 
and tills difference, which sunk deep into the mind of UTicodora, was 
felt long afterward in the administ^tion of the empire* As they im- 
proved in age and beaiity, the three sisters were successively devoted to 
the public and private pleasure^ of the Byzantine people ; and Theodora, 
after following Comito on the stage, in ttfe drdbs of a slave, with a stool 
on her head, was at length permitted to exercise her iiu!ej>endcnt 
talents. She neither dj^ced, nor sung, nor played oh the fiute ; her 
skill was confined to the pantomime arts ; she excelled In buffoon cha- 
racters, and as often as Ihe comedian swelled her cheeks, and complained 
with a ridiculous tone and gesture of the Mows that were inflicted, the 
whole theatre of Constantin^le ropenimded with laughter and applause. 

beauty of Th6odora(3)Vwas the subject of more flattering praise, 
and the source of moif« exquisite delight'. Her features were delicate 
and regular ; her complexion; though somewhat pale, was tinged with 
a natural colour ; evefy sensation was instant^ expressed hy ihe viva- 
city of her eyes ; h^x easy , motions displayed the graces of a small but 
elegant figure ; and either love art adtiiatipn might proclaim, that pa. t- 
ing and poetry were incapable qf delineating the matclii^ ss exocUenco of 
her form. But this form wiis degraded by the facility with which it 
was exposed to the public eye, and prostituted to licentious desire. 
Her venal chiirma wore abandoned to a promiscuous crowd of citizens 
and strangers, of every rank, and of ©Very profesi^ion ; the fortunate 
lover who had beep promised a ni#t ^ ^enjoytnent. was often driven 
from her bed by w stronger or more wealihy favoimte > and when she 
passed through the streets, her presence was avoided by Mi who wished 
to escape either the scandal or fifio temptation. The skirieal historian 

-* . „ f 

$ , V ' » 

(1) For tlie life and muniicra of empress Tb^ora, i/it the Anec!4etesf mot# espeelaHx 
c. 1—5. 0 ''17. wUk the learned notes of Aiemamitts— » ivltfepcf lo whieh !• almiyi implied. 

(t) Comito afterward marAed to SHw* dhke of Artuenia, the Ihtasr perhaps, at feast 
she niiithl he the mothf J . of the eiapfess Sophia. 1'wo nephews of Theodora may be the aono 
of Anastasia (’Aleman, p. 3C, SI). * ' " 

(3) Hri sintrie was raised at C6nstaiitirtop>, on a porphjiy COfdma. See Procoplpf (dc 
I (Ut. hh I. i. 11.) whti gives her portrait in the Anecdotes (c. 10.}, Aleman (p. 47.) pro- 
d»*?cs t>ns Horn h Mofriir nt Rau-iiii i, k*Hd8d wub pearls and Jewels, aad yet bandsome. 
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hits not t>liiKhed(l) to describe the naked scenes which Theodora was 
not ashamed to e\fiibit In the theatre.(^) After exhaustlnsf the arts of 
seihjiiJil j)Je.isureX3) she most unp-atefuliy murmured ag*ain»t the parsi- 
mony of jialiiie ;( 1) hut hei inurmur'a;, her pleasures, and her arts, must 
bo veiled in the obscurity of a learned lau^age. After rei^nin^^ for 
some time, the delight and coiitemut of the capital, she condes<*ended U> 
accompany Ecebolus, a native of U yre, who had obtaiiied the govern- 
ment ol the Afruaii Pentapolis. But this union was friiil and transient : 
Ecebolus soon rejected an expensive or faitlilesa concubine ; slie was 
reduced at AJexaudiia to extreme tUstress ; and, in her laborious return 
to (Jouhtaiitinoplc, every city of the east admired and enjoyed the fair 
C''yi)rian, wliohc merit appeared to justify her descent from the peculiar 
isUad of Venus. Tlie vague commerce of Theodora, and the most de- 
testable precautions, preserved her from the danger which slie feared ; 
yet once, and once only, she became a mother. The infant was saveti 
and educated in Arabia, by his father, who imparted to tim on his 
deathbed, that he was the son of an empresat» Filled with ambitious 
hopes, the unsuspecting youth immediately hastened to the mlace of 
Constantinople, and was admitted to the uresenco of his mo,tner. . As 
lie was never more seen, even after the aeceaso of Theodornt she do- 
borves the foul imputation of exlinguislung with hiS life a secret so 
offensive to her imperial virtue* 

In the most abject state of her fortune and reputation, some Yision, 
eitfier of sleep or of fancy, had whispered to Tlieodora the pfeasing 
assurance that she was destined to beeome the sponse of a potent mo- 
narch. Conscious of her approaching greatness, she returned from 
ibipliLigonut to Constantinople ; assumed, like a skilful aOtress, a more 
der ent character ; relieved her poverty by the laudable industry of 
spinning wool ; and affected a H|e of chastity and solitude in a small 
house, which she afterward changed into a magnideent temple*(5) Her 
beauty, assisted by art or accident, soon attmet^^ captivated, |orid fixed, 
the patrician Justinian, who alrcs^ reigned with abtsblute, sway under 
the name of his uncle. Perhaps she contiived to enhance the value of 
;i gift which she had so often lavished on the merest of mankind; per- 
haps she inflamed, at first by modest delays, and at last by sensual 
allurements, the desires of a bver, who from nature or devotion was 
addicted to lung vigils and abstemious dxeti* When his licst transports 
hnd sdkided, she stiE maintained the same ascendant over his mind, by 
the more solid merit 6f temper and understanding. Justinian dclightea * 
to enmible and enrich the object pf his affection ; the treasures of the 
east ^vere poured at her feet, rtnd tlie nephew of Juatinwas determined, 
perh'ips by religious sm'upies, to bestow on his ctu^bine the sacred and 
leg.ii character of a wife. But the laws of Rome expressly prohibited 

(1; .1 fragment of the AH«€dr4e3 (c. S.) somewbftt too naked, waa suppressed hy Alomnrinns 
thongh eMaut in ilw Vatican MS. iicn bjs tUe deft'ii been eiipphed In the^Paris or VtiKc* 
vditiuriH. tA Mvibn tr Vayrr (tom. 8, p Ij.*! } (be rtrst hint of tbis urrioiiAand (ciuiuic 
passage (JeoiWi’s Reui^rks, vol iv. p. «66 ) wliitfh he ii<«d received fiom Rome, and it has been 
since pr.Miithed In the MciiaguiC) (torn. iil. p with a Latin vurnon 

(ii) A fief thetueiitiou of h narrow vntlle <as none poufd appear stark naked lutJie ibeftlroj 
ProcopIrtS thus proceetif. — At/<.irfirToicwc«c rt tv 'ri»i vjrr*a Or/Tisf 'rn/ec * . , 

avTif rirtfiOtv tivv tufoiMV i^iirrov At ol of ec tovto ira/jeirKCc/ucr^iiva* 

fvTU 7 X*voe Tocf ttTotcaffci* Kct-ra ucur ciMXo^ievoi I have heard that a ietttned 

pfejate. no# declined, was fond ol ^oottiu; this passage in conversation. 

(3> Theod.ija ilnrpassed the Cifspa J^*/firsotdhs (Rpipratn 71 >. who imUated the capitalis 
I 11 X 11 .S ol the feotalcs of Nola. keer^ntdian Instiint vtil. 6. and TorrehUu^ad H.nnt berninit. 
iib. i sal '2. 5 idl At .1 metnorablo supper, thiityslaveo waited round the tabh*; tcu youug 
nien feasted ufth Iheodum. tkef cbaiify was tt^tvers/U. 

lit iassata varls, needum satlaht^ recesiit* 

(4) iiie KUK* TfWto'r evcKtiK^t rtf Jfuif^pov/xtvfi Aa t^r\Ka* 

•crxT'rovf «tOi ^ e.i<\rvr^put» tj pvv €*&i rpv^mv, IwaTif fttf Kac ttttiptf -tpytiiKirQat She wished 

for 9/oMVt altar, on Hbich she mtjht ponr libations to the god of love. 

(5^ Anuuyrn do A 2 )ii(|nit«t.C. K Ijib. lU tn Bahdun inipt^inm Orient, tom. 1 . p 48. 
Ludow^/^. 154.) aritnes seuslblv that Th<*odc>r.i vionld not have Cminoitallsed a brothel ; bill 
i appl> tins ihct 10 her setoiid aud (.hastet restditice at Coustautmople. 
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the marriaffe of a senator with any female w»ho )iad been dishonoured bjr 
a servile origin or theatrical profession : the empress Lupicina, or Eu- 
J)heniia, a BHr]>arian of rustic manners, but of irreproachable virtue, 
refused to accept a prostitute for her niece : and even Vigilantia, the 
feiiper'»titu>as mother of Jubtiiiian, though t-he aclciiowledf^’ed the wi>t and 
beauty of Theodora, wxs seriously apprehensive, lest the levity and 
arrogance of that artful paramour might corrupt the piety and happi- 
ness (»f her S(»n. These obstacles were removed by the inflexible con- 
stancy <if Justinian. Ho patiently expected the deatli of the empress ; 
he des])ised the tears of his mother, wlio soon sunk under the weight of 
her alHictiou ; and a law was promulgated m the name of the emperor 
Jubtin, w'hich abolished the rigid jurisprudence of antiquity. A glorious 
re]>entance (the w'ortls of the edict) was left open for the unhap])y 
fonialcb who nad prostituted their persons on the theatre, and they were 
permitted to contract h legal union with the must illustrious of tfie Ko- 
mans,(l) This indulgence was speedily followed by the solemn rmptiak 
of Justinian and The^CA'a; her dignity was gradually exalted witli that 
of her lover; and as soon as Justin had invested his nephew with the 
purple, the patriarch ef Constantinople placed the diadem on the heads 
of tne emperor and empress of the east. But the usual honours which 
tlie severity of Homan manners had allowed to the wives of princes, 
could not satisfy either the Ambition of Theodora, or the fondness of 
Justinian. He seated her on the throne os an equal and independent 
colleague in the sovereignty of the empire, and an oath of allegianco 
was imposed on’ the governors of the provinces in the joint names of 
Justinian and Theodora.(3) The eastern world fell prostrate before 
the genius and fortune of the daughter of Acacius. The prostitute 
who, in t^0 presence of innumerable spectators had polluted the theatre 
of Constantinople, was- adored as a queen in the same city, by grave 
magistrates, orthodox bishop^ victorious generals, and c«q>tive mo- 
narchs,(3) 

Those who believe that the female mind is totaDy depraved by the 
loss of chastity, will eagerly listen to all the invectives of private envy 
or popular resentment, which have dissembled the virtues of Theodora, 
exaggentted her vices, and condemned with rigour the venal or volun- 
tary sins of the youthful harlot. Frohi a motive of shame or contempt, 
she often- declined the servile homage of the multitude, esc^ed fronv 
the odious li^t of the capital, and passed the greatest part of the year 
in the palaces and ^rdens whidi were pleasantly seated on Die sea- 
coast of the Proponm and the Bosphorus. Her- private hours were 
devoted to the prudent' as well as grateful care of hei' beauty, the 
luxury of the bath and table, and the long dumber of the evening and 
the morning. Her secret apartments Were occupied by the favoorite 
women and ounuchs, whose interests and passions she mdulged at the 
expense of justice; the most illustrious personages -of the state were 
crowded into a dark apd sultry antechamber, and whed at last, after 
tedious attendance, they were admitted to kiss the feet of Theodora, 
they experienced, as her humour might suggest, the silent arrogance of 
an empress, or the capricious levity of a*comediaa. Hpr rapa^cious ava- 
rice to accumulate an^ immense treasuftc^ iipay be excuseid by the appre- 

(1) See the old law io iustlsliiii’* Code (lie* 5. le*. fil. tft. 9T, 1 J, **»« 

year# 336 aiwf i54. The edict (obotlit the year m 4r S^. Aletntit. p, 38* Sw.) very awk- 
wardly repeub uo more than the clasie of mulierea ieeMiec, libertlnaB, tat>eniiarl» See tm 
nuvcls 89 and n7» and a Greek reeoript fiom Joatinlan to the hiebopa (Aleman, p 4t.). 

(2) 1 swear by the Father, ac. by the Virgin Mary, by tbs fonr Goapels, quae lu roaniboa 
teueo, and by Uie Holy arcbuflgela Mtebael aud Gabriel, puraic ctpacteiulam germaasmqae 
servttiaoi me aervathfiitn, saerattisinui UONH. Jostiniano etTiteo4orm coniugl ejof ntovel. 
v»l. tU. n ) Wonlit the oath have been bhidlng In Ibvoar of the Widow t Communea lUull et 
triuiiiplii, dec. (Aiemau p 47, 48 ) 

(3) Let greatuees own her, and ahe’i uA^n no more, dec. * 

Without Warburtntt’ft critical laleacupe. 1 should never have aeeo. In the general pietarc of 
triumphant vice, any pcraoual alhieion to rbeudora. 
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hension of herLtrt^kind's doatli, wliirli could leave no alternative between 
ruin and ilte throne; and fear aii Hell as ambition mi^'ht exasperate 
Theodora against two generals, who, durint*: a malady of the emperor, 
had rashly declared that they were lad disposed to acquiesce in the 
choice of the cajiital. Hut the reproach of cruelty, po repuf^uant even 
to her softer vices, has Iclt an iiidoJihle stain on the memory of Theo- 
dora. Her luimerous spies obser\e<l, and zealously reported, every 
action, word, or look, injurious to their royal mistress. >Vlu>msoever 
they accused were cast into her peculiar pris()ns,(l) inaccessible to the 
inquiries of justice ; and it was rumoured, that the torture of the rack, 
or scour^je, had been indicted m the presence of a female tyrant, insen- 
sible to the voice of pniyer or of pity.{^J) Some of these unluippy vic.- 
tinis perished in deep unnholesoioe dun^jceons, while others were per- 
mitted, after the loss of tlieir limbs, their rtwison, or their fortune, to 
appear in the world the living monuments of her vengeance, w'hich was 
(‘ommoiily extended to the children of those whom she had suspected or 
injured. The senator or bishop, whose death or exile Theodora had 
pronounccfl, was delivered to a trusty messenger, and his diligence was 
quickened by a menace from her own mouth. . “ If you fail in tlie exo- 
“ cution of my commands, I swear by him who liveth for ever, tliat 
“ your hkin shall be flayed from your body.”(3) 

If tlie creed of Theodora had not been tainted with heresy, her ex- 
emplary devotion mi^ht have atoned, in the opinion of her contempo- 
lai’ies, tVir pride, avarice, and cruelty. But if slie employed hey influ- 
ence to assuage the intolerant fury <k the emperor, the pa^esent age will 
allow some merit to her religion, and much indulgence to her speculative 
errors.(4) J'he name of Theo^ra was introduced, with equal honour, 
in all the pious and charitable foundations of Justinian ; and the most 
benevolent iustitiithui of Ins reign may be ascribed to the sympathy of 
the empress for her less fortunate sisters, who had been seduced or com- 
]>elled to embrace the trade of prostitution. A palace, on the Asiatic 
side of the Bosphorus, was converted into a stately and spacious monas- 
tery, and a liberal maintai nance was assigned to five hundred women, 
wiio hhd been collected from the streets and brothels of Constantinople. 
In tJiivs safe and lioly retreat, they were devoted to perpetual conflne- 
lueiit ; and the despair of some, who threw themselves headlong into 
the sea, nas lost in the gratitude of the penitents, who had been deli- 
veretl from sin and ipisery by their generous benefactress.(.5) The pru- 
dojice of I'heodora is celebrated by Justinian himself ; and his laws am 
attributed to the sage counsels of his most reverend wife, whom he had 
received as the gift of the Deity.(6) Her courage was displayed amidst 
the tumult of the people and the tenors of the' court. Her chastity, 
from the moment of her union with Justinian, is founded on the silence 
of her implacable enemies : and, although the daughter of Acacius mi^ht 
be satiated with lo\ e, yet some applause is due to the firmness of a 
niiiid whicli could sacrifice pleasure and habit to the stronger sense 
either of duty or interest. The wishes and prayers of I'heodora could 
never obtain the blesbing of a lawful eon, and she buried an infant 


(1) Her prhons, a labyrinth, a Tartanta (Aiiecdot. c. 4 ), were under the palace. Darkoeid 
la bropiiiovs to cnielty, but it ia likewise Aivouraliie to calumiiyaiid fiction 

(2) A more jocular wbippiiia was Inflicted on Saiurninus for piesumingto say tliat his wife, 
a favourite of tbe empress, had not not been found urp^rot (Anecdot. c. 17 )• 

(3) Per vlreuteni in siccula excoriurl te faciain. Aiiastasius de VUia Pout. Roman in Viai- 
iio, p. 40. 

(4) L'ldewie, p. nU'-ldfi. I {ive him credit for the ciiarilabie.ittei»pt. altboiiah /te bath 
not mneb chanty In his temper. 

(5) Compare the anecdotes (<;. 17.) with the Rdlflcei (Ub. i. e. 9.) How diflereiiUy may 
the same fact be stated I John Maiala (tom. il. p.l74, 175.) observes, that on this orasipular 
occasion, siie released and clothed the girls whom she had purchased from the stews »t five 
anrei apiece. 

Cd) Novel. VI H. 1. An aliuslou to Theodora. Her eaemiei read the name Dsemouodora 
(Aiemait, p. fi6 > 
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daughter, the sole c^ffsnrln-j <»f her marri{^^e»(l) Noivvlthstaiiding- this 
iiisajipoiritmcrit, her riorniiiion was pernuiiieiit and absolute ; she pre- 
servetl, by art or merit, the affections of Jnstmiaii ; mid their seeming 
dissensions were always fatal to the eonrtii rs who hehe\cd them to be 
siiu‘erc. Perhaps her health had been impaired by the licentiousnesjs of 
lier youth ; but it was ;dways deruMte, and hiie was directed by her phy- 
sici.uw to use the Pythian warm baths. In this jomiicy, the empress 
was followed hy the prjetorian ))rolo*A, the great tn‘.*surer, several 
counts and patricians, and a splendid tram of four t/mu-. md attcnddJits ; 
the highways were repaire<l at licr approach ; a paLtce wa>, mu.ted for 
her reception; and us she passed through liithyind, she distnlmteil hheral 
alms to the churches, the monasteiaes, and the ho-,]>it«ls, that tliey 
might implore Heaven for the restoradem of her ]ieaUii.(‘^) At length, 
in the twenty-fourth year of her marriage, and the tsumty-second of 
her reign^ she was consumed by a cancer; (3) and the irrepnrahle loss 
was deplored by her husliatid, who, in the lonm of a theatrical jirosti- 
tute, might have selected the purest and most noble virgin of the east ( t) 
IL A mate’^ial aifference may be observed in tho games of antiipiity ; 
the most eminentfof the Greeks were actors, the Romans wore merely 
spectators. The Olympic stadium waa open to wealth, merit, find am- 
lution ; and if the canmda|es ebnld depend on their personal skill and 
activity, they m^t purthie the footsteps of Diomede and Menelaus, 
and conduct their own holies in the rapid career.(5) Ten, twenty, 
inrty chariots were allow&d to fftnH at the Instant; a crow^n of 
leaves was the reward of the i^ictor; and his 'fanio, with that of his 
family and country, WM Chanted tn lyrfc strains more durable than mo- 
numents of brass and marble. But a senator, or even a citizen, con- 
scious of his dignity, would have Hushed to expose Ids person or his 
horses In the circus of Rome. The g?imeS were exhibited at tlie expense 
of the republic, the magi^hites, cr tHe emberors ; but the reids were 
abandonea to servile bands ; and if the profits of a favourite charioteer 
sometimes exceeded 4?hose df an advocate, they must bo considorod us 
the effects of popular extravagance, and'tfte hijgh wages of a disgraceful 
profession. The race, in its first institution^ was a simple content of 
two chariots, whose dtiveiss weredfetingtiished hy white and red liveries ; 
two additional colouts, a Hght j^cew, and a cemlean blue, were after- 
ward introduced ; and as ^^**0 repeated twenty-five times, one 

hundred chariots Contribute^’ in the same day to the pomp of the 4■u•cus. 
The factions soon acqiifjVed a legfil establishment, and a mysterious 
origin, and their fanciful colours wmre derived from' the various appear- 
ances of nature in the’ four seasons of the yiSjir; the red dog-star of 
summer, the snows of wibiter, the deep shadee of autumn, and tJie chcci- 
ful vorduro of tho spiing.(6) Another interfl^^tatlon prederred the eic-. 

(1) St. Sah|ui refiu£4 to avay >'hr a son of Tbeixtotn^ fed bo prove :x lifroUr worse 

tlmrt Anastasias bluiw'lf (Cyril in vu St. Saine, apiid .Aleinun. pk 7a 109.); 

(2) See John MalaJa, toift. il. p. 174 Trbeopiwnes, p. 15S;, rrofefl7*hi» de BshtJe ift;. v. c .7. 

(3) yhe<i<tora synotti iunoiea capeeris toto corpora perfiisa pro. 

digUise flttivlt (\ktor Tunnnciisis in Ctiron ). OA inch oemtona, An onhoiiox is 
steeled agninst pUy. Alentaniius (p 13, 13.) ttiidettOknlls tb<‘' §Kotti*i&^ oi rheophaiies 

as civil iHiiytmtie, which does not imply either piety or repeHtance , yet two yrais alter her 
death, St Tlitodoi-aisccliihthied hy i‘an| SilcnUAiItts (ia Promt, 

(4) As she pefsertited the popes, and .r<:;iectc<f h dg^cit CaiouTtis evbausls tlip names of 
Kve, DalsiA, ireradias, J^c.aUerwhicnUohftsiecoAnwtAbl^ infemst dlctlonary: eivis Infeiai— 
aiuinoa diEirionum—sttUntlco aifilsCi apbritW-^BlIfA perclw dtaoolioo, Ajff. (A i>, Ml. 

fJ^Head and feet the Iwentv third book of tbe IlUd, a Itviust plctWe of manners, passions, 
aud whole foim hnd spielt Of Uie chnriot-race. pissertMibn 4m the Olympic Gaoies 

(SIM t. ail~17.) affords nitich curious add authcatk iHfbrdiajion* 

{€,) The four coloiim, aibatS; jienstU topreseot the four seasons, aceordinf 

to t^isfiiodorus (Van l». 51 ), wbo laolahes mneb wit dad elottuenee oh Ahts theatrical mystery, 
of these colours, the throe Arst may be Ctirly^ranshned, red, and green, VenttM Is 

.‘splunfd by cwtiUeus, a word vaiious and vas;«e : ft is properly the sky rcllecled in the sea; 
blit ciifitidn and roDveiilbdce may 'allow Hue as au squivahrut (lloben IStepbao. sub vm^e. 
bpcuce's Polymetis, p. 2SW.). * ' v 
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meats to the tiiul tJie strui'j^le cif the f^rcen ami blue wag sup* 

posetl to represent t!n‘ <onjlirt of the omth and sea. Their respeetivo 
vift<»nt*> uiniounced either a plentiful Inirvost or a prosperons naviga- 
tion, ,ind the ho'^tiiity of (lie hn-l,andnieii nnd niarinors was somowhat 
le'^s ah^nrd than the hlin<l .irdoiiv of the Roman people, who devoted 
their lives and foi tunes to the colour which they espoused. Such folly 
w di-^dauied and indulged by the wisest princes ; but the names of 
(.’aJigiihi, Nero, Vitcllms, Veru*?^ Commodus, Caracalla, and jEhigabalus, 
w(M*i‘ enrolled in the blue or green factions of the circus ; they freijuented 
tiien ‘•tables, appl'tnded tlieir favourites, chastised their antagonists^ 
and de^iu’vcii tJie esteem of the nopiilace, hy the natural or ailected irni- 
t.il j(»n ol’ their ni -nner . '^fhe bloody and tunuiltiioas contest cemtinued 
to di^tuib tl-e iMihlic O'^tivity, till the last age of the spectacles of 
llouio; and Tlieothnic ii nn :i motive of justice or affection^ interposed 
Ins .mthority to protect tlie greens against the violence of a consul and 
a patrician^ w'ho were ]}assionatejy addicted to tlie blue faction of the 

circji*5 (1) 

(Jonstantinopie adopted the follies, though not the virtues, of ancient 
Horne ; and the same I’acHons which bad agitated the circus, raged with 
! edcmbled fury in the hippodromec Under the reign of Anastasijiis^ this 
popular IrtMizy was inflamed by I'eligious zeal ; and the greens, w^ho had 
ticMcheroiisly concealed stones and daggers under baskets of fruit, mas- 
s oa i-d, at a solemn festival, three tliousand of their blue adversaries. (2) 
f’rorn the capital thi-a pestilence was diffused into the provinces and 
cities of the east, and the sportive dhtiiietioii of two colours^ produced 
two strong and irreconcilable factions, which shook the foundations of 
a feeble governmeiit.(3) The popular dissensions, founded on the most 
serious interest, or holy pretence, have scarcely equalled the obstinacy 
of tills wanton discord, which invaded the peace of families, divided 
fri(*nds ami brollicrs, and tempted the female sex, though seldom seen 
ill the cirrus, to e‘‘.p(»»so the inclinations of their lovers, or to contra** 
dirt the wishes of their husbands. Every law, either human or divine, 
wus trampled under foot, and as long as the party was successful, its 
deluded followers appeared careless of private distress or public cala- 
mity. 'J'lio lieense, without the freedoin, of dcmocr?i^, was revived at 
Antiurli anil (kmstantinoplc, and the support of a faction became neces- 
s<ny to every candidate for civil or ecclesiastical honours. A secret 
attarhmoJit to tho family or sect of Anastasius wfis imputed to thp 
t.rr(‘ns ; tho blues w'^ere zealously devoted to the c/mse of orthodoxy and 
Justinian, ( 4 ) and their grateful patron protected, above five years, the 
disorders of a faction, whose seasonable tumults overawed the palace, 
th(^ senate, and the capitals of the Cast. Insolent with royal favour, the 
blues affected to strike terror by a peculiar and barbaric dress ; the long 
hf.ir of the Hiiiis, tiieir close sTeev e« and am|dc garments, a lofty step, 
and i feonoroiu \oiCe. In the day they concealed their two-edged 
but ill the night they boldly assembled in arms, and in numer- 
ous )>auds, prepareil for every act of vdolence and rapine, ^'heir adver- 
stiries of the green faction, or jsven inoffensive citizens, were stripped 
and often murdered by these nocturnal r(*bbers, and it became danger- 
ous to wear any gold buttons or girdles, or to appear at a bite hour in 

(1) See Oniiphrlti) Uaa^ittinS <*c tMh Clr^ensibu*, lib i. c 10, 11. tbe Boventerntb A«* 
notjtMHi on Ma^cou^ Mutory of Ihe Clcnnaifs, and Aleman, ad. e, 7. 

(2) Marctrllln In Cbioii j> 17. Instead of the vnlgar wind ueiteta,he uses (be nioroex((«i- 

sile terms of aeTtdea and conxu/U, Baionius (A. 1> 501. 110 . Iv^ 6 ), U ssusfled tiui Uie blues 
\i«re orthodox^, but Ijllemont is aii^ry at tbe supposition, and will ndt any mat (yrs m a 

playhouse (Hist des Emp, tom* vi. p. 551.) 

f5) See eroropitis, TO. i. c. 24, In des^lifaitig Ibo vices of the factiotis and of the 

iidveiwucnt, the yubltt is uot'more favotirable the seem hUtoriau. Alcnian (p. ) 

has quoted a fine passage froiff nregory Na/iansoH, which pioves the iiiveuracy of the tivil 

(4) The piu-iUIity Jnstirlaii for the bluf.6 (Aiiocdot. c. 7.) Is ailesud byEvatrniH fHist. 
Eecics lib/ 7v. c. 52.), )oJin' Malhla (tom I:. p. 158, 139 ), especially foi AiUiocli ; hud Iheo- 
plianes 0** )• • 
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the streets of a poai’cful capital. A spirit, risirii^ with impunity, 

proceeded to vndate the safej^iiard of pin.ile ho.i^os ; and fire em- 
ployed to facilitate the attacK, or to con<*e.il Um' i nines of those factious 
rioters. No place was safe or sacred from then (V'jjrcdations ; to gratify 
either avarice or revenue, they profusely s,>iit the Mood of the inno- 
cent ; churches and altars were polluted hv atrocious murders ; and it 
was the boast of the assassins, that their dcYterity could ahiays inflict 
a mortal wound with a single stroke of tlieir diu^'^^er. 'Flie dissolute 
youth of Constantinople admited the Idut* Ji very of disorder ; the law a 
were silent, and the bonds of society w*»vo relavcd ; t red it or s we com- 

pelled to resign their obligations : jud;»es to reverse tlieir sentence ; 
masters to enfranchise their slaves; fathers to supply the extr.iv.i^ )n<‘n 
of their children ; noble matrons wun*c pro^itutcd to the lust of Ihcir 
servants ; beautiful boys were torn from the arms of their parents ; and 
wives, unless they preferred a voluntary death, were ravished in the 
presence of their husbaiid8.(l) Tl\e desnair of tlie fcreens, who were 
peri^ecuted by their enemies, and deserteu hy the magistrate, ai -urmd 
the privilege of defence, perhaps of retaliation : but tho'^e who survived 
the combat wtre drugged to execution, and the unhap}»y fngiliviM es- 
caping to woods and caverns, preyed without merej^on the society from 
whence they wore expelled." Those ministers of justice who Inul cou- 
rjig© to punish the crimes, and to brave the resentment of the lylues, lie- 
came the victims of their inditsfcreet 'zeal : a prefect of Constantinojde 
fled for refuge to the holy sept^chre ; a count of the east was ignomi- 
niousty whipped, and a governor of Cilicia was hanged, by the onler of 
Theoflora, on the tomb of two assc*ssiiis whom he had condemned for 
the murder of his groom, and a daring attack unqii his own lifo.('4) 
An aspiring candidate may be tempted to build his greatness on the 
public confusion, but it is the interest as well as duty of a sovereign to 
maintain the Authority of the laws- The first edict of Justinian, wliich 
was often repeated, and sometimes. execu ted, ^ announced his firm 
lution to support the innocent, and to chastise the guilty of e\ cry de- 
nomination and colour. Yet the balance of justice was still induced in 
favour of the blue faction, by the secret affection, the* habits, and the 
fears of the emperor; his equity, after an apparent struggle, suirmitted, 
without reluctance, to the implacable passions of Theodora, and the em- 
press never forgot, or forgave, the injuries of the comedian. At the ac- 
cession of the younger J ustin, the proclamation of equal and rigotous 
jtifitice indirectly condemned the partiality of the former reigns. Ye 

blues, Justinian is nO'Uqoro I ye greens, he is still alive 

A sedition, which almost laid Constantinople in ashes, was excited by 
the mutual hatred and momentary reconciliation of the two fadioii.s. 
In the fifth year of his reign, Justinian celebrated the fesCval uf the 
ides of January : the games were incessantly disturbed by the clamorous 
discontent of tne greens ; till the twenty-second » a«e, the cmj*. ror main- 
tained his silent gravity; ‘at length yielding to his impatiem o. 1 o conde- 
scended to hold, in abrupt sentences, and by tlui voice of a crier, the most 
singuiar dialogue(4)that ever passed between a prince and his subjects. 
Their first compLaints were respectful and raoaest ; they accused the 

(1) A wife Csayi (^rocopias), w1i(^ was seized and almost ravished by a blue coat, ih/ew 
herself .ioto; the ^>sf>lmrns. The bivhoiis nf.tbo Be<^d h\Ui (.i’eruan. p S6 ) deplore a st* 
rnilar jiuiehle, the aailt or giory of female ebastuv, and aame ihe herome 

(2) The dunbUtil credii of Proct>|iluB (Atiecfiol c«xvU.) ii'supixirted by the less partial 

Evagrids, whe conArtna tite fart, end speciAes the iiaiifes. f be liable fdte of the prefect of 
CoQstautlbuple is related by Jotiii IMalata. it. p 1.^) 

(3) bee John Malaia, (loio. ll. p T47;; yet be owns that justtulan was attached to the bines. 
The seeuMiiK discord of the emperor and Theodora, is perhaps viewed with too much Jea« 
loiisj* and reflneinent by Procopim ( \iiecUut. e-x-) See Aleman. Fnefat. p 6. 

(4) 'Ibis diatoftue, which Theophaiies has preserved, exblbiu the popular language, at > 
well as Hie tnanuers, of Conitaiitliioplc, in the seventh century. Their Greek is ‘mingled 
wM(h niHin sttaitge and barbarous words, for which Dncange cannot always find a meanittg 
Of etyuu>U>gy. 
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destiructiosu A mditary wjtth t^loen d^»ah^|9^:|^ aldm 
civil magistrate^ was Jo^|4jKdUOodti^^ by an 'iM^wU^titodd^ 
twhose numbers and bdjindm' dimj^ut^ aitd wei{<9ndi> tho 

wildest; Barl^ans servl^'Of tim ^]3^* oyerinrtied thtplf^s^ 
01 ^ their relics^ whi^ J^m a" 1^ bee|(^ lashly intdr^s^^ 
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M the authors of the puN^e misery. The peaceful rntirmurs of the 
pie would have been dii^i^arded ; they were heard with tespect men 
fibe eitiy was in dames ; il$e qUtestur^ and the prefect^ were i^tantly re* 
ihhved^ and their oMces >were dfled two senatoi^s of blameless mte- 
»Uy« After this popular conresdon^ Justinian proceeded to the hippos 
orome to confess Ku own errors, and to accept the repentajm or me 
Iprateful subjeets ; bht thby ^strusted his assurances, thou^ aolimnff 
pronounced the presence of the holy gospels ; ahd the imlperor, f3a^- 
ed by tbdr distru^ retreated with precipitation t6 ^e^enonw fortrese 
of the j^lace. The obftbacy of the tumult was ndw^tmputea to a se« 
oret and arabitioimeorsipiracyj and a suspicion was entef^mimdi that the 
insurgents^ more especially tnd green factionj^ had been supplied with 
arms and money by Hypalins and Pompey^ two patricianW, who could 
neither forget wiUi honour^ nor remember with i^ety« they were 
the nephews of the emperor Anastasias, Capriciou»y tested, dis« 
graced, and pardoned, bV the J4ah)us levity df1&e monart^^ they had 
appeared as loyal servanm belbre the throhe j and, during dvp days of 
the tumult, they were detained as important hostages ; W at length, 
the fears of Justinian prevailing over his prudence, he viewed the two 
brothers in the light of spies, perhaps of assassins, end sternly com- 
manded them to depart from the palace After a fruitless representa- 
tion, that obedience might lead to involuntary treason, they rel^d to 
their houses, and in the morning of the sixth day, Hypatius was sur* 
rounded and seized by the peiq[)!e, who, regaidjbss of his virtuous l*e- 
sistaDce, and the tears of his wife, transported their favourite to the 
forum of Constantine, and, inst^ of a diadem, placed a ri^ collar on 
his head. If the usurper, who afterward pleaded the merit of his delay, 
had complied with the advice of the senate, and urged fury of the 
multitude, their first irresistible effort might have oppressed or expelled 
his trembling competitor. The Byzantine palace enjoyed a free com- 
luunicatian uith the sea ; vessels lay ready at the garden stairs; and a 
$.ecret resolution was already formed, to convey emperor with his 
family and treasures to a safe retreat, at some distance from the capita# 
Justinian was lost, if the prostitute whom he raised from the theatre 
had not renounced the timidity,^ as well as the virtues, of her sex. In 
t^ mi^t of a council, where Sellsarius was present, Theodora alone 
^splayed the spirit of a hero ; and ^e alone, without apprehending hk 
fumre hmed, could save the empercgr from the imminent danger, and 
hh unworthy fears. " If flight" said the consort of Justinian, were 
‘‘ the only means of safety, yet I should disdain to fly. Death is the 
condition <d our birth ; but they who have reigned should never suN 
vive the loss of dignity and dominion. I implore Heaven that i 
" never be seen, not a day, without my diadem and purple , that I 
no longer behold the light, when I cease to be salutea with the naam 
of queen. If you resolve, O Caesar ! to fly, you have treasures ; be^ 

" hole the sea, you have ships : but tremble lest the desire of lift shouhi 
expose you to wretched exile and ignominious death. For my own 
''.part, I adhere to the maxim of antiquity, that the throne is a giori* 
".mm sepulchre." The firmness of a woman restored the courage to 
deliberate and act^^ and courage soon discovers the resources of the mos$ 
despierate situation. It was an easy and a decisive measure to reviv^ 
the animosity of the factums : the blue were astonished at their own 
guilt and folly, that a trifling should provoke them to conspitw 
with tlmir implacable enemies ags^t a gracious and liberal benefactori 
they again prodaimed the majesty of Justinian, and the greens, wilh 
iheir upstart empeior, wore Imt alone in the hippodrome. The fidelity 
of the guards was doubtful p hut the military force of Justinian con- 
sisted in three thousand veterans, who had b^n trained to valou^r and 
diSdidine in the Persian and Illyrian wars. Under the command of Be- 
liMma and Mundm?, they silently marched in two divtsiond^om the 
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Si 


paW, forcjEid ti^ obscure way thr04^S prtsiag’ea, exmring 

flames^ «ftd fatlinj^^iJices, burst op€^; jt the same moment^ ^ 



the hipp^ro»ie« ' .In this narrow §pace^, the 

^ „ . f crowd Was incapable pf resisting oti Oilier sidie 

a firm and regular jattack ; the bines signaiiz^ the fury of their repent- 
; .ahditl^ eeninuted, that above thirty thousand persons were slain 
hb and prondscuous .carnage of the day^ Hypatius was 

J:ged thronie^ and conducted with his brother Pompey to the 

of the emperor; they implored his clemency; b|it thkr crime was 
nuinlfest^ thdr Inhoibenee uncertain^ and Justinian ha4 been top much 
terrihed to folr^ve. The next morning tjM two nephews of Anastasius» 
with eighteen uhist?*io7tt accomplices, oi patrician dr consolar rank, werd 
privately ^exeouied by the soldiers ; fhe^r bodies were thrdwn into the 
sea/ their i>«*t]aceS rared, and their, fortunes coniiscated* The hippo- 
drome itself was condemned during several years to a* mournful science; 
with the restoration of the the same disorders revived ; and thd 

blue and green factions continued to alfiict tlie reimi of Justinian, and 
to disturb the tranquillity of tho ^*^®***^ <nnpj[re.(lj 
III. That empire/ after Rome was barbarous, stUl embraced the n#tf 
tions whom she nad conquered beyond the Hadiiatic, and as far as the 
frontiers of iEtliiopia and Persia." Justinian rei^^ed over sixty-four 
provinces, and nine hundred and thirty-hve cities ;(s) his donjinione 
were blessed by nature with the advantages of soil, situation, aiid cli- 
mate ; and the improvements of human art had been perpetu^y dif- 
fused along the coast of the Mediterranean and the banks of the Nile, 
from ancient Trov to the Egyptian Thebes. AbrHham(.'^} had been re- 
lieved by thp w’efUknown plenty of ; the same country, a small 
and populous tract, w^as still capaUe of ex|^rting, ^ch year, two huii- 
dred and sixty thousand quarters of wbeat for thd pse of Constanti- 
nople ;(4) and the capital of Justinian was supplied with the manufac- 
tures of Sid on, iiiteen centuries after they Im been celebrated in ^0 
poems of Homer.(5) The annual poweru of vegetation, instead of be- 
ing exhausted by tw'O thousand harvests, were renewed and iuvigorated 
by skilful husbandry, rich manure, and seasonable repose. The breed 
of domestic animals was iniinitelv multiplied. Plantations, huUdluj^ 
and the instruments of labour and luxury, which are more duyi^^ thl^ 
the term of human life, were accumulated by the care of suc<|l|M»ve 
Derations. Tradition preserved, and experience simplified, thahunt^ 
ble practice of the arts ; ^ciety was enriched by the nivision of labour 
and the facility of exchange ; and every jRoman was lodged, clothed, 
and subsisted, bj the industry of a thousand hands* The invention of 
the loom and dibtalf has been piously ascribed to the gods. In ev4OT 
ago, a variety of animal and vegetable productions> hwr, oki^ wbot * 
cotton, and at length silk, have been skilful^ to 

hide or «^dorn the human body ; they w‘ere stained with . ^ inhusioh 
of permanent colours ; and the pencil Wa» successfully employed to im- 


(1) MarcelUnus s»y« In geneial terms, inttvmeris impitlls in cireo Irncklatis*^ FroSopi^ 
mu»«bers thirty tbonsaud victims : iind ibe thirty-Cvc Tbeopliaoea ftrS swfiUel to 

ilioitwna by the more recent Kominie Such is the usual iMroffress 6f exhfgemtlutf. 

1^ Hlemciet, a contemporary of irtsiiiiiiiB, eoippoeed hUybvdexjuor fltmeraria, p CS1>. 
or review of the eastern prbviaces snC cities, before tbe year^. (Wesselmg in Prs»f«t. aue 
flott ad p. a83. &r„) , ^ ^ 

C.’i) See the bwik of Genesis (xll. 10), and the aamlnlsimlloft of Joseph TlirB. 4 »Balf ^ 
theGreeht hOd Hehrevre agree i» tbe eailv am hud pJemy of t r hiu tbie «btihb{W*eap- 

fmtes H long series of improvements: and Warbisrton, who tsalmoai st^d by UteHehidw, 
htlif gloitd foi tfaeSaiu.ifiUi» cbmnoiogy. (PI vine LegMion, vol 10. p Sa* drc.) 

Eight mntions vf Romaii jnudll, besides a contrlhs^n of eighty Utonsand aipl for tNr 
espentesof ivnieMarHage, from ahicb tbe subject wis «rhdioHsly eveoaed. See tbe tMr* 
tfemh edict of tustpaHn t tbe numbers a^e cbecked thd vertCed hy tbe agreeindiU 
Wreeh end .Latin texts, ^ 

(5> ihsmei’n Iliad, »J *89 Tbtrteveil*', Tr«<r\o« were.tbe workof theSMNMjW ' 

Wemm- ihimw It laore Apnddrabie to the mannfacturet then tu the onvlgatltip df 

Fhmnlcla, fiv'vm whence meyhhd hdeo imported to Troy in Phrygian liottoma. 
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prove the kboure of tho loom.. In the choice, of tlio8e|^^colottr3,(l) which 
imitate the beauties of nature the freedom of tfuste and fashion was in- 
dniged' ; but the deep purple^^j^a) which the Phoenicians extracted ircmi 
a shell>fish, w'as restramed to the sacred person and palace of the em-^ 
peror ; and the penalties of treason 'were denounced against the ambU 
tious subjects^ who dajred to usurp the prerogative of the throne.(3). 

1 need not explain that is originally spun from the 

caterpillar, and that it composes t]>e golden tomb from whence a 
emerges in the form of a hutterdy. Till the reign' of JustimaUj thO 
silk-w'orms, who feed on the leaves of the white mulberry-tree, were 
conhned to China ; those of the pine, the oak> and thb ash, were com* 
mon in the forests both of Asia and Europe ; but as their education is 
more difficult, and their produce more uncertain, they were: generally 
neglected, except in the little Island of Ceos, near the coast of Attica. 
A thin gauze was procured from tlieirwebs; and Cean manufacture, 
the invention of a woman, for female use, was ^ioag admired both in 
the east and at Rome. .Whatever sus^cions may be raised by the 
garments of the Medea and Assyrians, Virgil is the most ancient 
writer, who expressly mentions the soft wool which was combed from 
the trees of the Seres or Chifiefie;(d) and this natural error, le^ 
marvellous than the truth, was slowly corrected by the knowledge 
of a valuable insect, the hrst artificer of the ^luxury of nations. 
That rare and elegant luxury was cfoisured in the reign Of Tiberius, 
by the gravest of the Romans ; and 1* iny, in affected though forcible 
language, has condemned the thirst of gain, which explored the last 
confines of the earth, for the pernicious purpose of ex]>osmg to the 
public eyo naked draperies and transparent matrons*(6y A dress, 
which shewed the turn of the limb:#, and colour of the skin,' might 
gratify vanity, or provoke dn^brc ; the silks, whlcli had been closdy 
woven in China, were sometimes unravelled liy the Phmniciari women, 
and the precious materials were mnltiplied by a loeser texture, and 
the intermixture of linen tbreiids.(7) Two Inindred years after the 
age pf Pliny, the use of pure or even of mixed silks was confined 
to the female sex, till the opulent citizens of Rome and the provinces 
wore insensiWy familiarized with the example of Elagubalus, tho first 
wi^, bv effemiiiate habitj had sullied the dignity of an emperor and 

0^ i^'OvId (de Arte AUiandi^a. S6!l &e ) a pdcUcHl iia of iwdve borru.veKf 

from ilowei>, the ^emciiis^ But it » niuiott imiiOMihtt to dt»ci iiiuudte v^ords ail the 
nice aud various abadeoboth of firt ^nd obtorr. 

(2> the discovery of cocliiiieal, &c. we far stirpaaa Hie colnuis of .jM.ity. Tbcir 
r«iVM purple bad a strunst stnell, and a dark ra^d as deep as bnll's blood — obsc«iritHK r'lhaul 
fflays Cabstodorns, V«r> 1, 2 ; tiigredo sanfifitiea Ibe president Go^inef (Origltn: oe<t ^ofk 
etde» Aria, pai^. 2. Iib> ii. c. 2. p lSt-215 ) will amnac 4ud s.ai»fy>ttic. leader, i donb 
tfier bis b<iok^ eapenally in Kiijtland* is as well knuwu asU de<>crvds to be. 

(5) Wfitbrlbbl prooU of ttiis jcalodsy have been ocraslouafty Introduced, atid ntaov inov« 
might liave been addM ; but tlte arbltru-y acts of despotism were ju^ti^ed bj tbe sobtr dud 
general declarapous of law fCodox Ibeodoslan lih. x. tit. 2h ies. 3 Codex. Jinutiiiau. hb. 
XI tit. 8. leg. 5.), An liigloFiotM permission, and uecessary refriricitoii, was apidii'd to the 
mUiKr, tbe lcinal«*dancers(Cod Ffaeodos hb xv. tit 7. lea 11 h 
<4) III the history of Insects f far more wondciftil tlianOvid^s Metamorphoses) the sllh<worin 
hsdda a coiispiouOut place The bonibyx of the isle of tcos, as desi.t'Hwif by Plitiy (Misu 
Natur. It. 26, 27 with thjh. notes of the two leaihed Jesuits, Haidonin'iusd Broiler), may be 
illustrated by a s»mihilr Ipecips iti Ctiina (Meinolrea siir les Chinut*., torn U. p. 57d--'S^.).: 
but our sUk'Wonii^ a» well a» tiw white laulberry tree, were unknown to i lieophrastus ana 
PUny. " ' " " " 

(5) Georgic 2. 121. i^erica quatido venertat innsum planissiine uou ecio: sn^fcur tamem 
ih JiiHi Caesarls sevo, nam unteaoii iitveiiio, says Justus LipsinsfBxcnrsus 1. at! Tacit Annal, 
2. 112.) See Dion tasshis (iih ;x)u|. |^ 35b. edit ). Rritnar, and Pttusanias (hb. ffrl. p 519.), 
the (Irst who describes, htiw'evcr strapgdy,tb« Sefic insect. 

( 6 ) 'laiiilongloono oahe petitur, ut publico mat roua tian8loce<it....«.utdenndctf<eminlb 

vesiis (Piin. >i, 20. ai. 21.). Varro diw Ptililius fiyrus bad already played ou thd Toga ventrea, 
vettiis texitis, and nebula iniea fftoiat. Senuoti. I, 2. lot. with the notes of Torrenttud ami 
nioier ). ^ ' 

'O' texture, coloniH, uames, aod use of the silk, half silk, and Unen gsrmetlts^f 

dnlli^iiy, see the pn^oiiiid, diiTnse^ and obscure researches of the great Saiina4lis (In Mist. 
Adgust. p. m. 500, 310. 339. 311, 312. 314. 338-391.32^4 313, ), wbO was i^rancof 
toosi contmoii trades of Dijon Or Uyden, ' \ 
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9 . man. Aurciii^ compUlned^ that a pouiid of silk was sold at Roma 
for twelve ounces of gmd ; but the supply increased with the dem^d^ 
and the price dimidSbed with the supply. If accident or mono^ly 
sometimes raised the value even above ^standard of Aurelian, the 
manufacturers of Tyre and Berytus were sometimes compelled, by the 
Operation of the same causes, to content themselves with a ninth part 
eKtravagant rate.(l) A law was thought necessary to discri- 
x^ihate the dress of comedians from that of senators ; and of the silk 
exported from its native country, the far ^eater part was consumed 
by the subjects of Justinian, They were stul more intimately accjuaint- 
ed with a sheUf^dsh 'of the Mediterranean, aurnamed the silk* worm of 
the sea ; the fine wool or hair by which the mother-of-pearl affixes 
itself to thoTock, is now manufactured for Curiosity rather than use ; 
and a robe obtained from the same sin^lar materials, was the gift of 
the Roman emperor to the satraps of Armenta,(^) 

A valuable merchandiae of mall bulk is cs^pimle of defraying the ex- 
pense^of land carriage r ^ caravans tyaveinmd the whole latitude 
of Asia in two hundred and foity-^three days from Ihe Chinese ocean to 
the sed-coast of Syria, Silk was immediately delivered to the Romans 
by the Persian merchantsX3) who frequented the fairs of Armenia and 
Nisibis : but this trade, which in the intervals of truce was oppressed 
by avarice and jealouay, ivas totally interrupted by the long wars of 
the rival monarchies. The great king might proudly number Sogdiana, 
and even Serica, among.the provinces of his enrnire ; but his rew domi- 
nion was bounded by the Oxus, and hia useful intercourse with the 
Sogdoites, beyond the river, depended on the pleasure of their con- 
querors, the white Huns, and the Turks, who successively reigned over 
that industrious people. Yet the most savage dominion has not extir- 
pated the seeds of agriculture and commerce, in a region which is cele- 
brated as one of the four gardens of Asia ; the cities of Samarcand and 
Rocbara Jire advantageously seated for the exiffiange of its various pro- 
ductions ; and their merchants pnrchjwed from the Chinese{4) the raw 
or manufactured silk which they transported into Persia for the use of 
the Roman empire. In the vain capital of China, the Sogdian caravans 
were entertaincdks the suppliant embassies of tributary kingdoms, and 
if they returned in safety, the bold adventure was re^varded i^ith exor-^ 
bitant gain. But the difficulty and perilous march from to 

the first town of Shensi, could nut be performed in less aixj^ 

eighty, or one hundred days i as soon as they had passed .the Jasartes, 
they entered the desert ; and the wandering hordes, unless they are re- 
strained by armies aod garrisons, have always considered the citixen and 
the travellm* as the objects of lawful rapine. To escape the Tartar 
robbers, and the tyrants of Persia^ the silk caravans explored a more 
southern road ; fhey traverbed the mountains of Thibet, descended the 
streams of the Ganges or the Indus, and patiently expected in the ports 


' rt) Flavmt Vopi»cui In Aurdian c. 45. in Hht. p, ^4 Sea fotimsias ad Hist. 

Alii p. V and PUiuan Rwrcitat in p 694. ^5. I ht Aueci^tcs ot Procopms 

si^ a partMl and imperfact rate of the once ot sUk m the time ot Jpsiiman. 

' fJR Procopin# 4t Cdlf. I»b. iTl. c. l. These 4e^r are found near Smyrna, Sicily, 

(ioSca HUd Minorca: and a pair of stoves of their silk was presented to pope Benedict 

Pmconiir^ Persic, lib. 1 C. 50. Mb. ii. €. *5, Oothic. lib Iv C I?. Menander In Xt- 
eerS L^t P iS?.* of the PaitWanor Persian empire, Isidore ^ t bars x (in Staibnus 
Parihic»rp. 7. s iii Hudson, Ceo«rasfi Minor tom. it ) ba» marked the roads, and Amna- 
xsiu c,6 II. 4fi0) has eiiatneiated the provinces 

of the Jesuits cvhfonitds the dprent perM^ ot tiie Cldnefic 
‘ ki^torv llicv are more cHtkally dlstinaidshed by M. de Uni^nes (HIM des Huits. torn. t. 
in the I aides, pan «. In the tieo^raphy ; Memoirs de ! 

<10 Ife 4S 43.) who discovers S*’****'**^ jnogiess of f be truth of tbeauuaU, and the 

the uatiottft of ihe west : but these connexions are slight, ca#ii|U, 
^SSd obKurl nor i^^^^^ «oke#brSl«» possessed.^ 

' ampire not Jifcnor h» Oleir ot«i, ^ 
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of Gu^erat and Malabar^ the annnd fleets of the ve8t.(l) But the 

a re of the desert weite found less intolerable than toil^ hunger, and 
IS of time ; the attempt tras seldom rene^red^ and the only Eiiro^ 
pean, who has passed that unfre«|uented vay, applauds his own dili- 
gence, that, in nine months after his departdte from Pekin, he reached 
the mouth of the Indus. ThO Ocean/ however, was open to the ftee 
communication of munkind. From the great river to the trophs^of' 
Cancer, the provinces of China w^re subdued and civillaed by the ieUi* 
perors of the north ; they were flUed ^ut the time of the Christian 
era with cities and men, mulberry-trees and their precious inhabitants ; 
and if the Chinese, with the knowledge of the compass, had possessed 
the genius of the Greeks Or Fhoeidcians, they might have spread their 
discoveries over the southern henuephere. I am not qualined to exa- 
mine, and I am not disposed to believe, thelr^istantr voyages to the 
Persian Gulf, or the Cape of Good Hope : but^their ances^rs might 
equal the labours and success of the present raste, and the sphere of 
their navigation might extend item the isles of Japan to the straits of 
Malacca, the pillars, if we may apply that name, df an Oriental Her* 
cule8.(2} Without losing sight of land, they might sail along the coast 
to the extreme promontory of Achin, which ^ annually visited by ten 
or twelve ships laden with the nroda'ctiens, the manufactures, and even 
the artifleere, of China ; the island of Sumatraand tho opposite penin- 
sula, are ihintly delineated(3} as the regions of gold and silver ; and 
the tradit^ cities named in the geo^aphy of Ptolemy, may nidi cate, 
that this wealth was not Solely derived troru the mines. The direct in- 
terval between Sumatra and Ceylon is about three hundred ieagues ; 
the Chinese and Indian navigators were conducted by the flight of 
-birds and periodical winds, and the ocean migfit be securely traversed 
ik square-built ships, whi^, instead of iron, were sewed together with 
the etinong thread of the coeoa-nut* Ceylon, Serendib, or Taprobana, 
was divided between two hostile princes; one of v horn possessed the 
mountaini^ the elephants, and the luminoua carbuncle, and the other 
enjoyed the more solid richeu' of domestic industry, foreign trade, and 
the capadoue harbour of Trinquemale, which receiv^ and dismissed the 
fleets of the east tmd west^ In this howitable isle, at an eqml distance 
(WS it wa^^mputed) from their respective cvmntries, the uAc merchants 
toi Chmwho had collected in their voyages, aloes, dpves, nutmeg, and 
MUltal woSd, maintained a free and benehcial commerce with the .inh^ 
l^nts of the Persian Gulf. The subjects of the great king, exslteo, 
withouta rival, his power and magiu^nce ; and the Komau, who eojDh 
founded their vanity by eompming hibi paltry cobi^wlth a g«dd medal of 
the emperor Anasta&ius, had sailed to Ceylon in an ship, «s 

a simple pas6^i^er.(4) 

As Bilk heoame of indispenmble use^ Uie emperor Jm^ypian saw, wijpt. 


if 

(1) Tte roiS« ffom China to Persia ind Hindo^tan may be inveetigeted in ^bs relattoni of 
llsctiayt and Ibcvenot ctbe anibaeeodors of bbarokb-. An^bony Jenkineon, tbe Pete Gieubet, 
See likewise Hauwey's Traveh, vol 1. A cominiuuceUoii thiough rSlbet 

^liSf been Intefy eeptored by tlie Bbgfieb sovereigns of Bcufslir ( 


I . . 

{(ofti* ri. p. SOI ), 

Tlie knon ledge, or mher fgSbihmee, of fCrsbo, PUny, Ptolenty, AiTbia, Merchm, di«. 
of Uie connines eastward ot Cape Caiiion}i, ia SnelyUJuatnitefl by dUuviUe f Antlquite OeO' 
grapbisue de Tliide, eepeeially l6lM49t.> Onr geograpb) of India it iinpioved iw ooitt- 
meiee and couqneat * and bas been lUtistnitM bv tbe excellent inapt and memotlra of l|e|or 
if be exieedt tbe sphere of bit itiQOutes with die tame .critical aoowledgeand an. 
esitily. be eill tnccegd, and may aerpnix, tbe (UN of modern geogyapMul. . 

(4) The Tapiobaiteof Pliny (S. holinut (c« 53 Ji, aSd halmaa. PUujianw BxercHaUfp. 

7SS ) and most of tbe aniienta, who oiten confoaiid the IsbUldt of Ceylon and Snmanii, 
ksnoie cUarly described by Cosmds Indicopleustes ; yet even the Christian U»pogrtpber tua 
ivared lU dime^ns* His infbnnailoii on the iitdlad asd Cbtneet trade is raid atm 
I (lib. 11 p. IBS, tib. a|. p* 397, 338. edit Montfa«oMid» 
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concern, that PmlMW had «ieeupl«d hj ladd and aea the monaiioly 
of this impotta&t aapply> and that the vmth of ma aobjeeia waa 
tInuaJly Gained by a nation of enomiea and idolat^ An aetiva go* 
vernment would have reatored the kade of Egypt and the navigation 
of ^6 Red Sea^ which had decayed with the prosperity of the empire ; 
and the Roman vesseb might have sailed^ for the pur^aee <rf to 
the ports of Ceylon^ of Mdlacioj^ or even of China, dustiluap ein- 
bmced a more humble 63t;pedient^ mtd sididted the a)d of his Christian 
allies^ the ^thiopiane of who he4 recently acquired the arts 

of navigation the spirit of trade, and ^e eea*poirt of Adulis,(l) still 
decorated with the trs^ies of a Grecian pouqimior. Along the African 
coast, they penetrateg to .tim equator in^iiearcii of gold, emeralds, and 
aromatics^ hut they wisely detuned an unemial ixnnp^ition, in which 
they must be alwaye jprerent^ by the vicimty of tiie FOrstans to the 
markets India; ahdiho mnperor submitted to t&e disappointment, 
till his wiihes were gratided by sm unexj^ted event. The gospel had 
bemi preached to the Indiana a bishop miready governed the Christians 
of St. Thomas on ^ pepper^-eoaSt of Malabar ; a efaurcdt was planted 
in Ceylon, and the missionaiies pursued the footsteps of commerce to 
the extremities of As^.(^) Two Persian monks had long resided in 
China, perhaps in tiie roym city pf Nankin, the seat of a monarch ad* 
dieted to formgn superstitions, and who actually received an embassy 
from the Isl^ of Cmon. Amidst their pious occupations, thep viewed 
with a curious eye &e common dress of the Chinese, the manufactures 
of silk, and the myriads of silkworms, whose education (cither on trees 
or in houses) had once been contidered as the labour of queen8.(3) 
They soon discovered that it was impracticable to transport the short- 
lived insect, but that in the eggs n numeroue progeny might be pre- 
served and multiplied in a distant elimatn. or interest had 

more power over the Persian monks than the Ibve of their countiy : 
after a long journey, they arrived at Constantinople, imparted their 
pn^ject to the emperor, «ma were literbUy encouraged by ^e gifts and 
promises of JuSthiiam To the historiaih} of that prince/a campaign at 
the fool of Mount Caitmus has seemed more deeervii^ of a muiute 
relation, than the labours of these iiilssioniwies of oommerce, who $M\n 
entered China, deceived W jealous people by conceding the^gU of the 
silkworm ip a hollow cane, and returned in triumph withjwiydils of 
the eaiiit. Under their direction, tim eggs wmre hatched at the proper 
season by the artifciid heat o| dung ; me worma were fed with mul- 
berry lioaves ; they lived and wour^ in a foi«ign climate: a eufScieot 
nu^nber of buttemen were saved te ptopagate tie race, and trees were 
pliinted to supply the liourishm^b of tim rising g^eratioiw. Expe* . 
rienee and rede<^cn corrected the errors of a newntaempt, and the 
*6ogdoile ambt^Rsadors acknowtedged, in the succeeding that the 
Romins were not inferior to the natives of China in the location of 
the hi^fbCts 1ind the manufactures of 8ilk,(i) in which both China and 
' dfUnstantinople have been seprpasaed by the industry of modem Europe^ 

I am not insensible of the benedts of elegant luxuiy ; yet I redect with 

<t) tc< ProM»iaa«, Periic HiS. U atfqrSs k&owl<Kl|e of 

the port «Bd lii«criptioii of AdulU (Top^ph. CBfiet. HS. it. p. 138. i40^1i3.) and of |li« 
Wade of ttw AxomiWa alone tb« AWicaii. cpiaat of BprbArW or pah (p. UW, 138 ), lUxl as far at 
Xiprobano (lib. xi. p. 3^.;. , 

(S) SOfttbo Ciirltttaa mlttlona Ui l«idfa,fiiebaaMt(ljli«l|i« IIS. Ub irk p.S37.>,and 

doosuH AMemn. MUior. OtiMk ftom* io. p* Aia^dlb.). 

<3) Tbe Ifiventtov insoblbetore, and cmeiat sse of tUk fv cittiw, tmwbd mi is Dubalde 
(Imrlptioi} GcfloraledS Ucaipe, tom il. p. 165, SOS— S!iS ) J b« i^yfnce of Chekbtit M the 
renppred bottt for suastuy aiia suaUiy. 

f4) Procopliti, lib. 8. Ootbie. ir. d. 17* Ibtoptoiitn, Bysont. apud Pbot, Cod. Ixsxiv. 

Zoiiarat, to«. U. Up* li* P* bS. Fasi, (tom. t|. p. Oh.) aiaifot to tbo y«ar SSS^lbit 
nemorabte importation. llOBdndcr iiu Exdbrpt. iegd^ p, 107.) menUont the idrointloU of 
tb« SogdoiWt : and TbcepliyM dinsKttts (Ub. >i) $.) darkly nproiontt the two rtral Uof> 

dbmi m (CMnaJ the couttCry olillli. 
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some pain, that if the importejrs of silk, bad intradueed the art of prints 
ing, mready practised by the Chinese, the comedies of Menander, and 
the entire decads of Livyy would have been perpetuated in the editions 
of the sixth century* A Mrger view o( tlie globe might at least have 
promoted the improvement of speculative aolence,* but the Christnan 
geography was forcibly extracteAfrom texts pf $cripturo» and the study 
of nature was the surest symptom of an unbf^ving mind* The orthos 
dux faith c<^nadL th4 habEablh woiid to o«c temperate zone, and 
presented the eaxi^ aa<aa cd^^ng surface, four hundred doys' journey In 
length, two hundred In encompassed by the ocean, and covered 

by the solid cjvstal of the dnnameiit.(l) 

IV. The subjects of Justinian were diostatiaded^witli the times, and 
with the government. Europe was overrun by the Barbarians^ and Asia 
by the monks ; the poverty of the west discouraged the trade and ma- 
factures of the east ; the produce of labour was cC 9 ^mcd^by the unpro- 
fitable servants of the churchy the state, and the army, and a rapid 
decrease was felt in the fixed and cireulatiw^ caoitals which constitute 
the national we.Jth. The public distress Sad been alleviated by the 
economy of Anastasias^ and that prudent emperor accumulated an im- 
mense treasui-e, while he delivered his people from the most odious or 
oppressive taxes. Their gratitude universally applauded the abolition 
uf the ffoi4 of affliction^ a pei^onal tribute on the industry of the 
poor ;(2) but more tolerable, as It |h mid seem,,in the form ten in the 
substance, since the flourishing city of Edessa.pald only one hundred 
and ibrtv pounds of gold, whidi was ctdlected iq, four years from ten 
thousanu artificers. (S) Yet smdi was the parskuotiy, which supported 
this liberal disposition, tet, in u reign of tweuty^ven years^ Aiiasta- 
sins saved, from his annual revenue, thn enenrmous sum of tliirteen mil- 
lions sterling, or three hundred and twenty thousand pounds of gold*(4) 
His example was neglected, and hla treasure was ^Used, by the nephew 
of Justin. The riches of Ju^inian were speedily exh^sted by alms 
and buildings, by ambiticnis wara, apd ignominious treaties. His reve- 
nues were founcL inadequate to hk expenses^ Every art' was tried to 
extort from the people the gold and silver which he se^ttered with a 
lavish hand from Persia to Fiance hh reign nimrked by the 
vids^tudes, or rathe/ by the combatf of rapodousneas and avarice, of 
splenaam^liid poverty ; he lived ^with the reputation of hidden trea- 
sute,OX^d bequeathed to hi^ su^esspr the payment of his debt8.(T) 

(1) €!(Mmat, fturiuiaiee indkopleastei, or the fnaien inavlnt6r,, performed his mjlhgc shout 

the yeai 394, and eompoM, at jAiesandrfs, hhtweeti^d^o and 547, Chnulaii Topo^traphy, 
(itonteiueau, Prwfu. o. wttiea he refute* the tibpl<nii pplulhitilhttt theeartli is ^ El^>he; 
and Photiui^liail read thk (C<^ 10.), wldch diejiDiifydie pie^ueepf a 

tnouh, with the kpowiedge of a merchant: vatuabte pi|rt f'Vfhch, 

and in Oteek by JMfeteblsedec Tb«r«>rot {n^tleue Corieneet. palt i.^ m ^ 
puMiebed, ip a eplendie edition by the Pere MoAtemcon PtriA; 

2 vol«. in rol. tom. 11« p 115~-546.). 'but the editdr. a tlteotoaian. 

verinE tii* Npetoilan heresy of C6»ma*, Which ha* been detected by ^ 

des iiide«,tom. i.p. 40— 36.). ' ’ ^ At ^ 

(2) Lvasritia (Uh. iii. c .t9, 40 ) U minute, and but ansry with ZoiiiMl ibr ndpunv^r- 

iiiatliiR the «reat ionstamihe. fu coUectinr aU the bonda and record* tbe fax, the httOM^ 
juiiy df Auastaslns wa« diiteent and artful , Ibthers ir<n« sometime* compeitod^ (o prostiugcf 
their dauEbter* (l^ostai. HM. lib li. e. 36. p ld5, tOS* Uptlae, IfSir k ^ Tlmotbeui of wiija 
cheae tneb su event for the subject of a tra«edy vbuiaM, Ui, »• 475 ), watch conuibMM 
to the abulitlon ot the tax (Cedrehit*, p. 3$ ) ; a 1uc#rJUislsiice'()r ti be trnejoTthe use 
tbestre. r " > ' ■. ^ > 

C9) See J^ua Styilte*,iit the aibllothecb Orientalie of Asseman (bum. i. p. M). Thlt>^ 
c4pitaUoantax i» iligbtly mentioned in the Chroplcle of kdessa. 

f4) ProtnnfUs (Anecoot; c d«es (hi« atmi fVobi tbe leiiort of the treasurers tbemselves. 

Tiberius had tw^s tenAUUcsi but far dilTerenfc m bis empire from that of amis(«*!ik. 

(3) bvaErius (lib h, c. 30 ), in tbe neat generation, was Dioderato and well mrotrued ; atid. 
/oimras (libl xl«, c. 61.), in tbe tweiftU feutury. bad m4 With care, and tbougbt wHiicPt 
piejiidice : yet Ibeir colours are almost as biack as those of teAnecdotes, 

(6) Proropins (Anecdot. c. 30.) relates the idle coujeettires of tbe tunes. Ihc death of Juo 
ttiiiau, says tbe secret blstortan will expose his we.dib or poverty. 

t?) See Conppus de taudibns Jnstitii Au^. lib. ii. 2m» dre. 384, &e. 

*' Finrlnia sitnt vho nimiimi nealwiA |SU4w4, 
tfflde tot exbanituaoojitrakit dchipidmf*; 
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6ucii a character has been jttfetly accused by the voice of tljo people and 
of posterity ; but ptibfic discontent is credulons ; private malice is hold ; 
ana a lover of truth ivill mrUse 'with a siispieious eye the instructive 
aiiec(}(»tes of Procopius. The secret historian represents only the vices 
of Justinian^ and those vices are darkened by tiis malevolent pencil. 
Anibi/gruous actions are imputed to, the worst motives : error is con- 
founded with accident with desifnj and laws with abuses : the 

partial injustice of a momenl^ls dexterously^pplled as the j^eral maxim 
of a rei^m of thirty-two year^i the emperc^ ahute is made responsible 
for the faults his oibcers^ the disorders of the times* and tho corrup- 
tion of his subjects ; and even the oalamities of ftature^ places, earth- 
quakes^ and inundatioiUH are imputed to th# prince of the oemons^ uho 
had mibchievously assumed the form of Justiniai].(l) 

After Uiis precaution, h shall brhHly ttjlate the anecdotes of avarice 
and rapine, under the ^diowiug headsw — ,1* Justinian was so profu«(e that 
ho could not be liberal. The civil and military officers, when they were 
admitted into the service d thepalHce, obtained a humble rank and a 
inodeiate'etipend ; they ascended by seniority to a station of affirierice 
and repose ; the annual pen^Ons^ of which the most honourable class 
was abolished by Justmiau, amoonted to four hundred thousand pounds; 
aud this domestic economy was defdored by the venal or indigent cour- 
tiers as the lest outrage on the majesty hf the empire. The posts, the 
saLiries of phyitictoS) and the neetni^al tlhiminations, were objects of 
more gencm concern ; and the dtiOs might justly complain, that he 
iisurped tlie municipaT revenues which had been appropriated to these 
useful institutions. Even the soldiers were injured ; and such was the 
decay of military spirit, that they were injured with impunity. The 
emperor refused, at the return of each fxffcli year, the cu«itomary dona- 
tive of hve pieces of geld, r^ueed hie veterans to heg^ their bread, and 
fiuflered unpaid armies to melt nway in "the wnrs of Italy and Tmia. 
H. The humanity of his pj^decessors had elweys remitted, in some aus- 
picious circumstance of their reign, arrears of the public tnlmte ; 
and they dexterdusly assumed the merit of resigning those claims, which 
it w)» imjnrudticahle to enforce. Justinian, in the space of thirty-tWo 
** yeara has nh^er granted a similar induWnce ; and many of his aub- 
^'jecta have renounced •^the possession of those lands, whose value Is 
insufficient to satisfy the aemands of the treasury. To CitiOs 

* which had suffered by hostile inroads, Anastasius promised % general 

* exemption of seven years ; the provinces of Justinian have been 
' rav%ed by the Persians and Ar^, the Hons and Sclavonians ; but 
' his vain and ridicnloua dispensation of a single year haa been eonhned 

* to ihpse places wrhich were actually tjaken by the enemy/' Sudi is the 
languid Of tl%^a&ret historian, wno expressly denies that oit^ Indul- 
geoce ^ass grartfedaOd Palestine after the revolt ^ the Samaritans ; a 

confuted by the authentic record, whicli attests 
a centenaries of gold (SSi,000/.), obtained for that deso- 

lirns province by the intercession of 8abas.(2) UL Procopius has 
dotwndesceitdcd to explain the^ systom of taxation, which fdl like a 
hailAorm upob the Wd> like a devouring pestilence on its inhabitants ; 
bu^e should become the accomplices of his malignity, if we imputed 
to ^stinian alolie, the ancient t^ugh rigorous principle, that a whole 
district should be Condemned to sustain the partial loss of the persons 
or property of individuals. The Anona^ or supply of com for the use 
of the army and capital, wae a grievous and arbitrary exaction, which 

Centli^le^ of sold wert brought by itroug artns uUo the bfppodiome. - 
“ Pebita geiiitorli periohit, c<iuU recepit.*' 

^1) The Anecdotes (e m. 14 IS. 90. 30.) sopph many farn a&d utore eoflaplatnto. 

(t) One lo Sr}tho|foli», oavital of the second Palenine, and twelve for the neat of the pro. 
vCnce. Aleman (p. lo.), boAcstly rroOHces Una Cici innis a MS. life of St. habi^, by b» dia* 
cipie Cyiii, lo the Vsucas liSraiy,itad vhice puhlulied by Cotelgrlot. 
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<»xceed«d^ perhaps in a tenfold proportion, the ability of the farmer ; 
and his distress was aggravated ny the partial injustice of weights and 
measures, and the expense and Jaipur of distant carriage. In a time of 
scarcity, an extraoroinaiy requisition was made to the adjacent pro* 
Vinces of Thrace, Bithviua, <md Fhj^gia; hut t3ie proprietors, after a 
wearisome journey and a perilous pav^ation, received so Inadequate a 
eompenaation, that they we^d have chosen the alternative of delivering 
both the com apd priep at the doors of ^eir granaries. These preoaui- 
tions might indie^e a tender aohcitude fqr the welfare of the capital ; 
yet Constantinople di^ not escape the rapacious dewotUm of Justinian. 
Till his reign, we straits of the Boiphoma and Hellespont were open 
to the freedom of trade, end nothing was prohibited except the expor« 
tation of arms for the service of Ihe Barbanans* At each of these gates 
of the city,; a prmtor was stationed, the minister of hpperUl avarice ; 
heavy customs were imposed on the vessels and their merchandiise ; the 
oppression was retaliated on the helpless eonsPmer ; the poor were 
afilicted by the artiiiGial scarcity, and exorhilant price of the piarket ; 
and a people, accustomed to depend on the liberality of their prince, 
might sometimes complain of the deficiency of water and bread.(l) The 
tutnal tribute, without a name, a law, or a definite object, was an annual 
gift of 120,000/, which the emperor accepted from his prestorian prefect ; 
and the means of payment wyre abimdoned to the discretion of that 
powerful magistrate. IV. Even such a tax was loss intolerable than the 
privilege of monopolies, which cheihed the fair competiliou of industry, 
and, for the sake of a small and uishonest iniposed an arbitrary 
burden on the wants and luxury of thq snivel. As soon,*' 1 tran- 
scribe the anecdotes) ^ as Um ex^usiye sale of silk was usuimedby the 
imperial treasurer, a ivhqle people, the nmnufacturers of Tyre and 
Berytus, was ledueed to extreme misery, and either perished with 
hunger, or fied to the hostile dominiqi^of Perria.*’ A province might 
suffer by the decay of Its manufactures ^ but in this example of sBk, 
Procopius has partially overlooked the mesthnable ^4 Insting benefit 
which the empire received from the curiosity of Justiiiiaixe. IjUs addition 
of one-seventh to the ordinary price of copper..ipofiey b^ inter- 
preted with the same candqur; end the aiteratip^ whjeh might be 
wi&e> appears to have been Inpooent ; since he neither alioyod the puri^ 
nor oiil^ced the value, of the gold cqmi,( 2) the lo8|al^ zqeasure of public 
and prmte payments, V. The epiple jurisdiction, j^uimd by ttofar* 
mers of the revenue to accompliw their empigemonhi, m^tpo placed 
in an odious light, ps if they aw purchaseehmin the emp^iS^ thp lives 
and fortunes of their feHow-^nthEens. And a more^ ^e^ sale of honours 
and offices was transactea in the pqjUce, with the or,|| least 

with the connlvaacg, of Justinian and Thepdora. Imsmm 
even those of favour, were disregafi^, and 
expect, that the bold adventurer, ^o had, upds 
magistrate,, should find a rich oompenaatinn for li 
the debts which he bad contract^ and the heavy j 
^d, A sense of the diimaqa ft|td ndscl^f o^^this ^ 
length awakened th® dumhering vir|ue of Justimqnr m ^ ^ 

by the sanction of oaihs(3) and pewties, to guai^he Integrity'^ hif 
government : but at the end of a yqar of pexjury, bis rigorous was 

S V k 

), SSS.) meiuioiift Uis ivanlof bnitfl,in4 ^oninu a. <S|,} 



(1) Jotui UaUla (ton. 
the leaden which 


I. It p,aw.) 

I lofitliiHui, or hit servants, stole Aon the asu^dwets. 


(f) For m anreaa. one-eixtii of an oenee of fottf , fnatead of two beiulred and ten, he nwe 

V . > ^ dlsproportloii SAhe 

-of wnaR II “ 


(7^ roT an anreaa, oiK..ini]i oi w ovnee ui ipno, inaiewi o| 
no more than one hundred and ei(bty follea, or ounces of copper. 

* ' S loarei 


, , ortloatf 

, below the market price, mu't have soon produced s steretty of small lootaf. In 

England, twelve pence la copperwoald sell for no more than seven pence. fS|nH&*a Inquiry 
into the Wealth or Nations, vol i. p. 19.) Vor Jostitoian's fold coin, see Ovafriat (Hb. i«. c . SO ) 
(3> 1 he oatlL m conceived In the most furnudahle word# (Novell, viu. tit S ). The 4eAnl« 
ten tniprecaie ou themselves, qolcquid babrot telorpip aimwnaiinrlacall . the part or Jidni, 
“ c. besldm aft tetopofSl pains. 


the leprosy of Cehi/i, the tremor of Cain, Ac, 



OF THE ROMAN EMHRE. 

suq^entled, and oomipticdi licentiausly al^Used hdt triumph over tho im- 
portance of the VI. The te^wmetit of Euli&us, count of the 

domestics, declared the emperor hi« sole heir, on condition, ^Ijpwever, 
that he should discharge his debts and legadee, allow to hU three daugh- 
ters a decent maintenance, mid bestow each of them in marriage, with 
a portion of ten pounds of gold. But lim spleni^d fortune of EoJalius 
had been consumed by firej and the'^lhventdrjy of his goods did not 
exceed the tridmg sum of nve hundred and sixty-fonr places of gold* 
A similar instance in Greciim history, adnionl^ed thb emperor of the 
honourable part prescribed for his imitation* He checked the selfish 
murmurs of the treasury, applattded the confidence of his friend, disw 
charged the legacies and debts, educated' the three virgins under the 
eye of the empress Theodora, and doubled the marriage-pprtion which 
had satisfied the tenderness of their father.^]) The Iramanity of a 
pnnee (for princes dannot be gen<»ous) is entitled to some praise ; yet 
even in this act of virtue ^0 may discover the inveterate custom of sup- 
planting the 1^1 or natural heirs, which Procopius imputes to the 
reign of Jhstmian. His charge is supported by eminenc names and 
scandalous examples ; neither widows nor orphans were spared ; and 
the art of soliciting, or extorting, or supposi^ testaments, was benefi- 
cially practised by the agents of the palace* This base and mischievous 
tyranny inv^es the security of private life ; and the monarch, who has 
indulged an^^appetite for gain, wUl soon be tempted to anticipate the 
moment of succession, to interpret wealth as an evidence of guilt, and 
to proceed, from the of inherltaiice. to the power of confiscation. 
Yll. Among the forihs of rapine, a philosopher may be permitted to 
name the conversion of Pagan or hefroeal HenOs to the u40 of the faith- 
ful ; but in the time of Justinian this holy plunder was condemned by 
the bectaries alone, who bec^e thp Victims of his Orthodox avarice.(2) 
Dishonour might be uUhnat^ refiected on the charui^r of Jubtinian ; 
but much of the «uilt, and slilT more of the profit, was intereei>ted by 
the nunieters. Who were^ seldom promoted for their virtues, and not 
always selected for their talents. (3) The merits Of Tribonian the 

(pisBstor Will hmN^after bo weighed in tbe reformntion of the Roman law ; 
but the eoonothy ^ the east was subordinate to the pnatorian prefect, 
and Prut^pius has justified his 'anecdotes by the portrait which he exf> 
poses in his public history, of the notoHouii vices of John of ^ippado- 
cla»(4) His kitoWjedge was not hoefUwed firom the schools, (d; and his 
style waa seureely t^ble*; bat he esoeHed m the powers of native 
^ i^ggdst' the Wlsm counsels, and to find expedients in the 
.^erate^eitudtiohs. The corrhption of his heart wes Udual to 
tbe vl^irof hB'pnder^nding; Although he was suspected of magic 
ami appeared imhemible to ^ fear of God or the 

ii W fepM M his aspiying xbrtuue was rtdsed on the death of 

uf mlUions, &e ruiU of cities, and the descdatioti 
dawn of light to the ntoiheut of dinner, he 
to enricli his musto and h^mbelf at the expense of 
; Idio remainder of the diy was spent in sensual aisl 
o mBHii S pTeasurqh* siletd hours of Urnffight Were intCrmpted by 

7- ^ ^ 

O) A dmiNs tv inort gen^ron^ act of frientfsSlp is related by Lneiau of Eadamidas of 
Conikib Os IVxaw. c* SS, SS. tom. if. p. 590 *}, ud the atorr hat produced an IngMiotta, 
Hkougb faeUICKCOiuedv «l Vootenelltt. 

(9) Jofen Matala.I'im. fh, p 101*^103* 

fS> Cm of theae. AnatoUsa, porUbed ia an eaitliqssto^oidid|iie • jodimriitl TJie fMMn 
p]^i» dampore «f tlW JMfopie io dgatbisa Oib* v, o . i*?, W) **« oinwst of 

tbe aaoedote. 1 be tlima peeunla reddeutiaof Corippas (ub. li. 9Sl, A-o.) H m* my bdaoar* 
able to JotCii<iaD*a ttiemorv. ^ 

(i) See the blMory and Cbaiarter of iohu of Cappadocia fo (Penic. lib* t* 

c 2^* lib. jt c. io. Vandal, Ub. c 15, Aaerdot c il* 17 fbe igreettielit ^ 

tba bftflcory and aoeidutes » a osortal woond to the remtattoo of tbd preieetu 

(Sj Ow y«p oh\0 ovifit dc ^pofjtfuim^riovf v Tcirt» e>ioV«iF ot* oo lOM Mwa 

forcible oapreMion. 
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the perpetual dread of the justice of an assassin. Uis abilities^ per- 
haps his vices, reooihinended him to the lasting; friendship of Justinian : 
the emfseror yielded vrith reluctance to the fii^ of the people ; his vic- 
tory Was displayed by the immediate restoration of their enemy ; and 
they felt above ten years^ under his oppressive administration, that he 
was stimulated by revenue, rather than instructed by misfortune. Their 
murmurs semd oiity'io' fortify the resolution of Justinian; but the 
prefect, in the insolence of favour, provoked the resentment of Thoo- 
ilora, disdained ia power, before which every knee was bent, and at- 
tempted to sow the seeds of discord between the emperor and his beloved 
consort. Even Theodora herself was constrained to dissemble, to wait 
a tavourable moment, and, by an turtful conspiracy, to render Jolm of 
Cappadocia the accomplice of his own destruction. At a time when 
lieli^ariufi, unless he had been a hero, must have.^ewn himself a rebel, 
his wife Antonina^ who enjoyed ^ secret Conlldence of the empress, 
(Mimtnuuicated his fe%ncd discontent to Enphmhia, the daughter of the 
prefect ; the credulous virgin imparted to her father the dangerous pro- 
ject, and John, who might have known the value of oaths aira promises, 
was tempted to accept a nocturnal, and almost treasonable interview 
with the wife of Beiisarius. An ambuscade of guards and eunuchs had 
been posted by the command of Theodora; they rushed with drawn 
swords to seise or punisli the guilty minister : he was saved by the fide- 
lity of his attendants ; but, instead of appealing to a gracious sove- 
reign, who had privately warned h.m Of his danger, he pUsHlanimously 
fied to the sanctuary of the church. The favourite of Justinian was 
fc-acriheed to conjugal tenderness or domestic tranquillity ; the conver- 
sion of a prefect into a priest extinguished his ambitious hopes, but the^ 
friendship of the erapmr alleviated his disgrace, and he Gained, in 
the mild e.\ile of CyzicUS, an ample portion of hh riches. Such impeiv 
feet revenge cmild not satisfy the unrelenting hatred of Theodora ; the 
murder of his old enemy, the bib.bop of Cyzicus, afforded a decent prel 
teiice ; and John of Cappadocia, whose actions had deaetwed a thousand 


deaths, was at last condemned for a crime of wldch he Was innocent. A 

great minister, who had been invested witlrthe honours of cohsul and 

patrician, was ignominiously scourged like, the vilest male^tors ; a 

tattered doak was the sole remnant of Idq fortunes ; he was tranaj^rted 

in a biUlt to the place of his banishment id^Antinopcdis ih Upper Egypt, 

and the prefect of the east begged his. bmd cities' which 

had trembled at his name.^ Duringanu^lw^f was 

protected and threatened by thw ingeUiOot and 

when Iter death permitted the empermnlorticail d unipm^ had 

abandoned with regret, the ambitiolU of Jol^of 

to the humble duties of the 

vinced the subjects of Justinlfbi>"thi^'tlie arts 

be improved by experience and i^^stxr ; 

were introduced hslo the adminl^i^tmU of 

ample of the prefect was diligeidly COpMihy the 

private treasurer, the governors of provinces, 

trates of the eastern I ) t ^ '4 ^3^ ^ 

V. The edifices of Justinian were cemented wltlfltfip 
sure of his. people; but'tho«i> ^tety l?lructurea 
the prosperity of the empire, smd 'actually dispk]^ umwlw of their ^ 
architects, liotli the theory end practice of the 'which^i^l^end 
mathematical science aUd mechanical power, were/ cultivated un|trws 
patronage of the emperors; the' of Ardiimedes was^rit^ulp^ by 


(1) Tbe ebronniAgy of Procopius ts loose and obscure; but, wHb tbe aid of Pagt, I c.in 
discern that John vus appmuted praetorian prefect of lb« east In the year 530* that he was 
removed ui January 353 - restored before June 35.?— banUhed In dSl— and lecalted b^^weeii 
June 34S and Apt 11 1, 519. Aleman (.p. 96, 97.) gim the list of his ten successors— a rapid 
series In a single reign. 
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anti Anthemius ; UJ^d if their mirac/^^thad been rdaled hy in- 
"’tel%ent spectators, they ini^ht now enhir^e the speculations instead 
of oxcitirj^r the distrust of philosophers. A tradition has preva^|j|^ that 
tjio Roman fleet was reduced to ashes in jjori of Syracuse^ by the 
huruingoglasses of Archimedes ;{.l) and it is asserted, that a similar ex- 
pedient vraa employed by Proclus to destroy t^, Gio^io vessels in the 
hi^Wor of Constantinople, and to protect his . bebefactor Anastasias 
against the bold enterprise of Vittilian.(d) A machine was fixed on the 
walls of the city> consisting of an hexa^n mirror of mdished hra^is, witli 
many SBnaUer and movealde polygons to receive mid refleijt the rays of 
tlie meridian sun ; and a consuming flame was darted, to the distance, 
perhaps, of two handed feet«{3)v The truth of these two extraordmmy 
ilfM^ IS inv'alidated by the ^ence of the most authentic historians ; 
and the uf buming-^glasses was nover adopted in the attack or de- 
fence of p]aoe8.(4) ITel the admirable experiments of a French philo- 
e0ph6r(5} have demonstrated the possibility of such a mirror ; and, 
since it is possible, 1 am more disposed to attribute the art to the great- 
est mathematicians of antiquity^ than to give the merit of the fiction to 
the idle fancy of a monk or a sophist. According to another story, J'ro- 
clus applied sulphur to tlie destruction of the Crothic fleet :(6^ in a mo- 
dern imagination, the name of sulphur is instantly connected with tlie 
suspicion of^nuowder, and that susinden is pmpamted by the secret 
arts of bis d&dple Antheiiiius.(7> A ritrsen of Trades in Asia had 'five 
sons, who Jpyere all distinguished in their respective professions by merit 
and auceess* Olympiue excelled in the knowledge and practice of the 
Romau jurisprudence* Ilioscorue and Alexaitder became learned phy- 
sicians ; hut.the skill of the former exerd^ for the heiieiit of lua 
fellow-citiaens, while hfa more ambitious brothem acquired wealth and 
reputation at Rome* - Thelhme^of Metrodoi^us the grammarian, and of 
Anthemius the mathematician' ^d architect, reached the ears of the 
emperor Justinian, who invited them to Constantinople ; and while the 
oqo instniid^ed' f^e rising genm^ution in the schools of ^oquence, the 
otiier tUei^the capl|;al and provinces with more lasting monuments of 
his art. ‘ Ta; a tridm^ dispute, relative to the widls or windows of tlieir 
conti^oua hoUsea>^n6 li^ been vanquished by the eloquence of Ins 
neiglaioar>2eno^^hat ‘he orator' iifaa d^eateil in his turn by the master 
' of mecbani<‘.s, whose maticious/ibough harmless, stratagems, are^darkly 
represented by thq^lgiiqga^^ie of Ag^i&as. . lA a lower room, Anihemius 

j . — ...t ai«iljb!i0ris, of water, each of them covered by 

of whu^ roselNi a narrow top, and 

“ — w dmong^^ and rafters of the adjacent 

lrindled^{eimath'ihjGi^ cauldron; the steam of the 
|hroii|i)fc l^^f 9 h$apjcrthe house nfn» shaken by the 

jj, i 'i i' > ■5'^’ \ ^ ''i: ^ ' 

ia ty MciMurto c t), (lib. ul, de tern- 

BMei.)/ !ti tu c«ulu ry . A yrar^ aAerwards, 

let (Mo. «!} ilt« raldi 0 fTi^'€aMl«i«, by 

ID (sa^tlhia a. p; «Mci tbe fcboUSit 4»f Ui.lan. S«« fb- 

^ tool, d, p* 551, S5d.J, to abota l ato more or teas in. 
»««• 

itiii* tbe fhec, tritiioitt qnotbik any evidence. 
ufUieee ^iruIngxiaeMfil, wfaiolii^be ImA read, perbapa with 
^ical treating of. iLmbemitis. fOat. treaUae, ir«f>af‘o^vtu 
published, trsrtslved,wid Iffmjbrntdd/ by U. Dnuft>s, a scholar 
I'Aoadbinie dee In^ptione, torn* sxU p. 3eH^4Sl.). 

, by the Alienee of pofybms, Pluureb^ Uey , in the siege of 
, . of Harcelhtiue. end alt the coiitemoonirife of the sieih ceuturv. 
iteny i^ertouslmawlltdteof Ttcteee or Antfiemias. the linUKi tal nniVon nua- 
iCttted A'lct of bifnil|tg.gta8sr8, with ttrbicfa be oouid itthame phtnKs at the dis- 
^ 'hundred feet (Supplement nVHist, Maturrlle, tom. i. p. 5b}#— 483. quarto edi- 
tion ). What ailracl^ isonld not his geniut have pc'rformed tor the public servt4.e, with 
royaf espeb«e, nud Ih tbe strong sun of CoastHnunople or Si meu^o ! 

(5) John Malaia (tom U. p. ISIO— 134.) rrtaa:s the fact : but he seems to confound the 
names or btrsons of Proclus and Marinus. 

(7) AgatUihs, lib. \. p. 149—153. The merit of Antbemiiis as an arthiterr iplondly praised 
by Procopius (de Edif. lib 1. c. 1 ) and ffaulus Sllenuailus (part i. 131, Acc ). 


armiij 

the 

WHS 

buildi 
boi 



Killed 

tunce 




rm DECLINE AND FALL 


eifortoof imprisoned air, and its trembluig inhabitants might wo^fe# 
that tbe city was uneonaeious of '^the earthquake^ whirJh they had 
At anotiher time, the friends of Zeno, as tb^ sat at table, were duzried 
by the intolerable light which Hashed in their eyes from the reflecting 
mirrors of Antfaemiae^; tlxey were astonished by the noise which he pro- 
duced from a coUii^ of certain minute and sonorous particies ; and 
the orator declared, in tra^c style to the senate, that a mere mortal 
must yield to tiie power of an antagonist, who shook the earth with the 
trident of Nepttme, and imitated the thunder and lightning of Jove 
himself. The genius of Anthemius and his colleague Isidore the Mile- 
sian, was excited and employed by a prince, whose taste for architecture 
bad' degenerated into a mischievous and costly passion. His favourite 
architects submitted their designs and didiciilties to Justinian, and dis- 
creetly confessed how much their laborious meditation were sui^meeed 
by the intuitive knowledge or celestial inspiration Of ah emperor, whose 
views were always directed to the benriit of his people, tlie giory Of his 
reign, and the salvation of his soul.( 1 ) 

The princtpal church, which was dedicated by the founder of poh- 
stantinople to St, Sophia, or the eternal lVisdt»m, had been 
stroyed by fire; after the exile of John Chrysostom, and during the 
iVihe of tne blue and green factions. No sooner did the tumult su^ 
side, than the Qiristian populace deplored their ivicrilegimis rashness ; 
but they might have rejoic^ in the calamity, had they fOrefbeen the 
glory or the new temjde^ which at the end of forty days, was strenuously 
undertaken by the pie^of Ju«tiiniaA,(^) The r^s were cleared aw^, 
a more spacious plan was described, and, as it required the consent of 
some propriotort of ground, :^ey obtained the most exorbitant terms 
from the eager desires hnd timorous eonscience^ «^vthe menareh. An^ 
thernitts fomed the design, and his genius dfrccted' the hands of ten 
thousand workmen, whose payment dn pieces of * fine silver was never 
delayed beyond the evening. The emperor himself dad tn a linen 
tunic, surveyed each day their rapid piwgress, imd encoitiwged tlieir 
diligence by nis fmniliarity, his zeal, and his rewards. The new cathe- 
dral of St Sophia was consecrated by the patriaieh^ five years eleven 
montlis and ten days from the first ibundatkm ; and, in the midst of the 
solemn festival, Justinian exeiasmeiPwith devout vanity, Glory be to 
Go^^W^ hath thought nie worthy to»^^m»}ompUsh so great a work: I 
have Vanquifdied thee, O Sdomon 4 *^(^) ||ie ^ride of the^Kotnnn 
Solomcm, before twenty years had dbysedi' 

quake, which overthrew the easier n«^'part 4^ t%||iWaiPS p^M indoar 
was again restored by the pemveyanee irf ib^ 


0) Set Hrocoplitt (U Wiflrbi. Uk t % i 

Urvams whltfa fnwd in 

(betaine (M»u fm 

.. .-ISIS? ^ p * 


vialeS to the empcj, . 
Soplihi (Afiotiym. Se 41 
(8) aniong the «rei#S ^>1 


Irsi^ who 


SoubU, 1 eitaU PMr *pts 

rde Ediflc. m». I c. f J AgWhiiU, (M. V p. 1^> Piirf* 
thouMind end twedtr-lix bileeiiC Aitnw^O 

(Ub. Iv c 31,)* tespadarr inMeb* qf n Mtqr peHod i i 

p. p 61 -71.) and the awiaynious arit^f oC%iraur>(lQip> <1 . , 

80 . )> 'the iijresntme tfnhiu^ 

3B8 apd c P. (Jbnel. lib. lii. p. 5-^70.)^ 4: TwoVfifWlicIi 
(de Tp|M>grapb. c. P. Ub. e. 3, 4.) lu the Oxtecuibi . 

161. Pxrii, 1680. in ito ) : tie has given plana, preipeetaj and inaide viewvw 
Ilia plana, (botigb on a aniHlIer acate, appear ujore correct than those of Ouea nii^ H itave 
adopted and reduced the ntestaare of Greloc : tnit aa tto c bnathtn can'pow a«€Wa|pa dome, 
the beigbt ta borrowed from Etragriui cowpadd with GyUias Greavec, at»d>Mflm>'Oiiantal 

a temple was surrounded witb courts, porticos, fte. bdt the proper atrncture 
of the bouse of God was no more (if we take the Egyptian or Hebrew cubit at twenty-two 
incbea) than dftMve tect in height, tlnrty-aix and two tblrda lit breadth, and one hundred 
and ten In length>-a small parish chinch, rays Prideaux (Connea. vol. 1 , p. 141, folio) , bet 
fbw sanctuarirs coofd be valued at four or five millioor sterling ' 
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l^ftixtb year af Ma reign^ J^ustinian celebrated tbr Becead dedication 
jbmple^ wbldt x^matne^ after twelve 6entmrias> n stately moauiaeiit 

I fame. The arobitecture of St. Sophism wbioh is now djlNRVertsd 

into the priuoipal mp 9 ch, has been imitated by the ^Turkish sultdoa, and 
that venerable pile continues to excite the for^ admiration of the 
Gree^ and the more rational curiosity of European travellers. The 
eye of soectatoir is disappointed by an irre^lnr urosfiect of half 
domes and Reiving roo& : the western front, the principal approoeh^ i« 
destitute of simpUaty and magnidoence : and the scale of dimensions 
has been much surpassed by several of the Latin cathedrals. But the 
architect^ who first erected an aariai cupola, is entitled to the praise of 
bold design and skilful execution. The dome of St. Sophia, illuminated 
by four-and-tiwenty windows, is formed with so small a curve, that the 
d^pth la equal only to ono-sixth of its diameter ; the measure of that 
diameter is one hundred and fifteen feet, and the lofty centre, where a 
orescent has supplanted the cross, rises to the perpendicular height of 
one hundred and eighty feet above the pavement. The circle, whidh 
encompasses the dome, lightly reposes oir A>ur strong arches, and their 
is firmly supported^ by four massy piles, whose strength is assist-^ 
e^Cn the noruiera and southern sides by four columns of Egyptian 
granite. A Greek cross, inscribed in a quadrangle, rraresenta the form 
of the edifice ; the exact breadth is two hundred and forty •three feet, 
and two luimired and sixty^nino may be assigned for the extreme length 
from the sanctuaiy in the east to the ifine western doors which open in 
the vestibule^ and from thence into the fiarthex^ or exterior portico. 
That portico was the humble station of the penitents. The nave or 
body. of the church was filled by the congregation of the faithful ; but 
the two sexes were pmoenily distinguished, and the upper and lower 
galleries were allotted foj^ the more private devotion of tho women. Be.* 
yond the northern and southern^ piles, a balustrade, terminated on 
either side by the thrones a£ the emperor and the patriarch, divided 
the nave firem the choir : and the space, as far as the stejps of the altar, 
was oecupdedby the dcr^ and singers. The altar itself, a name which 
insensibly became familiar to Christian ears, was placed in the eastern 
recess, artificially hidlt in tho form of a demi-cylinder ; and this sano^ 
tuary communicated by several dfiers with the sacristy, the vestry, the 
baptistery, and the contiguous ^ildingts, subservient either tothe^mp 
of wordiip, or the private uaedf ^0 eodesiaatical ministm^ The me« 
mory im»pired tfwstinian with a wise resolution, that 

no should be admitted into the new edifice ; 

aj^lied to the strength, the light*. 
thO,reap?^ve parts. The solid piles, which 
ofohuge blocks of freestone, hewn 
, forttfi^ ^by drcles of iron, and firmly ce-* 
le^ a*^ lime't weight of the 

c ri>y the ' lenity of its subsfsmee, wln^ consists 

that fioata in thwwater,^ or of bricks from the 
f less ponderouathan the 'ordinary sort. The 
ee was eonstrueted of brick ^ but those base 
by a Crust of marble ; and ' the inside of St. 
i two largbr, and the six smaller, semi-domes, the 
f columne, and the pavement, delight even the eyes of 
p|f s tidi and variegated picture. A poet,(t} who beheld 

ro \a dark and poetic langitaKe, describes the various stones and mar. 

tiles that were employed in the ediflee of St. hophia, (P. V p 1S9. idS. itc fee ) 1. The 
f wuU veins. *. The Php^'pian-^f two sorts, both of a rouy hue ; the 

one wllli'a white shade, the other purple, wilfc silver floneri. 3 The /»erf hpry vf 
with snnrit .stars, d. The gr^en marble of Lacmla 5 The f artert- from Mount lassts, 
WHb ohH<|iie veins, while and red. S. The /^rfiaji'-pale, wuh a red flower. 7 XhBjmean 
or MaHritanian—of z gold or aaflton hoc. S. The ( e/fic—Wack, with white %eins. 9 Tir# 
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the primitive lustre of St. Sophia, enumerates the eeloura, the A, 
anjJ the spots of ten Or f welve n^lrhles, jasperej aid prophyries, 
tu^ureh^ profuselv diverrihed, and which were U^^^ded ahacontrai,^,. 
Hs it irrire by a skilfhl oainter% The triumph of Christ was adottied 
with the last spoils of niggmism ; but the greater part of these costly 
^ones was extracted from the quarries of Asia Minor, the isles and cun^ 
tinent of Greece, Egypt, Africa, and GauL Eight columns'of porphyry, 
which Aurelian had placed in the temple of the sun, Wre o0ered by 
the piety of a Roman matron ; eight others of green marble' were pre- 
sented by the ambitious zeal of the magistrates of EphesUs both are 
admirable by their size and beauty ; but every order of architecture 
disclaims their fantastic capitals. A variety of ornaments and figures 
was curiously expressed in mosaic ; and the images of Christ, of the 
Virgin, of saints, and of angels, which have been defaced^hy Turkish 
fanaticism, were dangerously exposed to the superstitiott ^ the Greeks. 
According to the siinctity of each object the pred'oua metals werfe ms- 
tributed m thin leaves or in solid masses. The balustrade of the choir, 
the capitals of the pillars, the ornaments of the doors and gallMes, 
were of guilt bronze ; the spectator was dazzled by the ghtterii^^^ 
pect of the cupola; the sanctuary contained forty thousand 
weight of silver ; and the holy vases and vestments of the altar we^ of 
the purest gold, enriched witn inestimable gems. Before th«|istructhi^o 
of the church had risen two cubits above the ground, 45,S0dnN?ere id- 
ready consumed ; and the whole .'>3qpense amounted 32O,00Crf. ; each 
reader, according to the measure olhis belief, may estimate their ‘value 
either in gold or silver ; but the sum of 1,06^, 0^ sterling is the result 
of the lowest computation. A magnificent tOniM is a laudable monu- 
ment of national taste and religion, and the enimtriast who entered the 
dome of St, Sophia, might be tempted to Suppoco that it was the re- 
sidence, or even the workmanship of the Deity. Yet how dull is Iho 
artifice, how insignificant is the labour, if it be compared with the for- 
mation of the vilest insect that crawls upon tho surface of the tempU* ! 

So minute a description of an edifice which time has respected, may 
attest the truth, ^ and excuse the relation of the innuxnerahle works, 
both in tho capital and provinces, which Justinian constructed f«i a 
smaller scale and kss durable foundati?ips.(l) In Coftstruitinoplo alone, 
ami the a^acent suburbs, he dedieg^ twenty-five churches to the 
honour of Christ, the Virgin, and ; most of the‘»e chuiche: 

were decorated with marble and goidV and 
skilfully chosen in a {mpulous square, or a 
gin of the sea-shore, or on some 
continents of Europe and Ari!a»^ 

Constantinople, and that 0 
framed on the saiim modal : 
of St. Sophia ; Il^r \ 

centre of the doin^^^^e juncU«^,v. -«»» 
accurately express^ of die Greek 

nisalem might exult the by 

moat ungrateful spot, which Neither 

the architect. A level wa^ formed by fsamg . 
the height of a mountain. The stones of a neij^ 
liewn into re^ilar forms ; e.ach block was fixed oh a 
drawn by forty of the strongest oxen, and the roads 



n w»is 
mar- 


judic 



|»avc- 


wiute, with black «dge». Beaidea the Pt^rntMuan, which i 
nieiit, the The\sullat$ MoliiMiaut 4c. which are less distinctly painthd. 

(1) I b« bix hooks of the editices «l Procopius are thus distributed —The jftst is ioitdtied 
to t oiistaiittnopW , the includes MesopvUuiia and Sirta, the thitd, Armenia and 

the I'lixitip , the Jourth, hurope ; the /r/l/t, Asia Minor and Palestine ; the surth^ hg>pt and 
Afnra Italy ts fotgot hy the emperor or the historian, who published this ivork of adulitiion 
before the date (A. 1>. 555 ) of its dual eomiucst. 
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the |>asis.’»^e uf MiJi enurinoub uej^hts J^dwiion iurni'^i/tA lu'r Jw/Mest 
redars for the timbers of the rhurch ; and the seasonable discovery of a 
\em of led maible, suj)|diotl it^ beautiful culuiims, two of which, the 
Mijjjiortcr^ of the exterior jjortico, were e'*teemed the largOot in the 
woihl. The pious munificence of tlie emjieror was difiused over the 
lioly land : and if reason should condemn the monnstorics of both 
sexes vvJueh w-ere buiit or restored by Justinian, yet cbnrity must 
a])j>laud the wells whicli he sunk, and the hospitals which lie founded, 
for the relief of the weary pilgnr.is. The schisinatical temper of Kf?ypt 
was jJl entitled to the royal bounty ; but in Syria and Afiica some re- 
medies were applied to the disasters of wars and earthquakes, and both 
Carthago and Antioch, emerging from their ruins, might revere the 
mine of their gracious benefactor.(l) Almost e\ cry saint, in the ca- 
lendar acquired the honours of a temple ; almost every city of the em- 
pire iditained the solid advantages of bridges, hohpitals, and aqueducts ; 
hut tlie severe liberality of the monarch disdained to indulge his sub- 
jects in the popular luxury of baths and theatres. Arhilo Justinian la- 
boured for the public service, he was not unmindful of his own dignity 
and ease. The Byzantine palace, which had been damaged by tJie ton- 
flagratiori, was restored with new magnificence ; and some notions may 
ho conceived of the whole edifice, by the vestibule or hall, wdiich, from 
the doors perhaps, or the roof, was surnaiiied thalce, or the hni/en 
'I'ho dome of a spacious quadrangle was supported by massy pjUars ; 
the pavement and w^alls were incrusted with many coloured marbles - ~ 
liie #iendd green of Laconia ; the fiery red, and the wliite Phyr^^ian 
stone intersected wnth veins of a se.i-gicen hue: the Mosaic paintings 
of tlie dome and sides represented tlie glories of the African and Italiigi 
in iimphs. On the Asiatic shore of the Fropontia, at a small distance 
to the east of Chalccdoii, the costly palace and gardens ot llerff‘um(^2) 
weie prepared for the summer re.ddence of Justinian, and more espe- 
i lally Theodora The jioets of the age have celebrated the rare alliance 
of nature and art, the harmonv of the nunphs of the grov^es, the foun- 
tains, and the w.ives; \et the crowd of attendants who followed the 
cnuit complained of their incouv eiiicnt lodgings, (3) and the nymphs 
were too often ahiniKMl l>v the famous Porphyrio, a whale of ten cubits 
111 breadth, and thirty in length, who was stranded at the ii\outh of the 
n\ er Sangaris, .dter he liad infested rnoie than half a century the seas 
<){ ( ’<,nst,ietineple.( 1) 

The fortifications of Fhirope and Asia were multiplied by Ju'-tinian , 
but the repetition of those timid and fruitless jirecautions exjmses to a 
philosophic eye the debility of the empire,(a) From Belgrade to the 
Kirxine, from the conflux of the Save to the mouth of the Danube, a 
ci.-un of above fourscore fortified places was extended along the banks 
of tiie great river. Single watch-towers were changed into spacious 
citadels j vacant wtUls^ which the engineers contracted or enlarged ac- 
cording to the nature ot the ground, were filled with colonies or garri- 

fl) Jmtini^ oace gave ftirtv < ruUMiaries «f i?<»M 180,000/ ), for ilic repairs of Auliodi 
niter tlM! earthquake (John M'iIhI.i lorn, n p, 1 40-14 '-' a 

(3> i‘oi the Her.Gum, the p4l.ii’e ot IlicoiiuM, btLOylhub (de Busptioio Ihriitio, hl> hi 
« 11.) Ateatari (Not nd Anet<ii*i p. 80, 81 who rmwies b< veulejngr.iins of Antl.olog>,!, 
aud DiicatiKt(C. R. chribt. lib i/. c H p 17 >. 170 ) 

(3) Coai|Wr«, In the FUitlres i c 11 ), riiul lu tin* Anecdotes (c. 8 -11 ), the difleieni 
stylea of Hdulaiintt and nM'ooleiirc btnpped ot the p.iint, or cIcMiibcd lioiii tliediit, the oh- 
pet a|)t>eaifi to be the same 

(4) Procopius, lib. VIII '29 iii<'<-t proli ililv ri fvti.iii8<^*i and oatideiei. the Medirerraneari 

does not bre^ mhale<i Ualaen^i* q'io<|{ie im naMia inana peiito •nt (PIm lii'i jv 2) 

llctweeii the pfl.*r tiMle anil the ii'.jnc , tiu* »• .tcioiis anlt'i I', i.i !j,eor( m i,i 0 e leiiqib 
«>l fifty, eujMy, ui om* nmidred im ifli.i dv» Vojdgei, hnii w. p .'•‘i I'niiM'u'i Ciit.^ii 
Zoohn;y, \«1 m p Vj ) 

(fj) Montesquieu ot»se»\e8 (loin ill p, lu'5 Ci iisnler?itiu’iH hiir l.i r,r.»iifVur et 1 1 PeiMileiK e 
dra Roiiyiiis, c JO \ th«it liistinun’s ipiprc was like liamc in On ti.ne of 0 ■ Nuruun in 
load^—iievei wiak J-. wl en eve»v vilnii* u n loiliiied, 

Voi. 111. K 
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sons; a strong fortress defended the ruins of Trajan’s bridge^lj and 
several military stations affected to spread bevoiid the Danube the 
Xjride of the Roman name. But that name was divested of its terrors ; 
the Barbarians, in their annual inroads, passed, and contemptuously re- 
passed, before these useless bulwarks ; and the inhabitants of the fron- 
tiers, instead of reposing under the shadow of the general defence, were 
compelled to guaru, with incessant vigilance, tlieir separate habitations. 
The solitude of ancient cities was replenished ; the new foundations of 
Justinian acquired, perhaps too hastily, the epithets of impregnable 
and populous ; and tiie auspicious place of his own nativity attracted 
the grateful reverence of the vainest of princes. Under tlie name of 
Justiniana pHmn, the obscure village of Tauresium became the seat of 
an archbishop and a prefect, whose jurisdiction extended over se\ en 
warlike provinces of lllyricum,(2) and the corrupt appellation of Gius^ 
tendil still indicates, about twenty miles to the south Of Sophia, the re- 
sidence of a Turkish sanjak.(3) For the use of the emperor’s country- 
men, a cathedral, a palace, and an aqueduct, were speedily constructed ; 
the public and private ec’.fices were adapted to the greatness of a royal 
city ; and the strength of the walls resisted, during the lifetime of Jus- 
tinian, the unskilful assaults of the Huns and Sclavonians. Their pro- 
gress was sometimes retarded, ^nd their hopes of rapine were disap- 
pointed, by the innumerable castles, which, in the provinces of Dacm, 
Epirus, Thessaly, Macedonia, and Thrace, appeared to cover the 
whole face of the country. Six hundred of tlu se forts were built or re- 
paired by the emperor : but it seems reasonable to believe, that frir 
gi*eater part consisted only of a stone or brick tower, in the midst of a 
s(funre or circular area, which Was surrounded by a wall and ditch, and 
afforded in a moment of danger some protection to the peasants and 
cattle of the neighbouring Village8.(4) Yet these military works, wliich 
exhausted the public treasure^ could not remove the just apprehensions 
of Justinian and his European subjects. The warm baths of Anchialus 
in Thrace were rendered as safe as they were salutary ; but the rich 
pastures of Thessalonica were foraged by the Scythian cavalry ; the de- 
licious vale of Tempe, three hundred miles from the Danube, was con- 
tinually alarmed by the sound of war ;( 5 ) and no unfortified spot, liow - 
ever distanfr or solitary, could securely enjoy the blessings of peace. 
The straits of Thermopylae, which seemed to protect, but which had so 
often betrayed^ the safety of Greece, were diligently strengthened by 
the labours of Justinian. From the edge of the Be.a-Bhore, through tlio 
forest and valleys, and as far as the summit of the Thessalian moun- 
tains, a strong wall W'as continued, which occupied every practit able 
entrance. Instead of a hasty crowd of peasants, a garrison of twa thou- 
sand soldiers was stationed alol^^ the rampart ; granaries of com, and 
reservoirs of water, were provided for their use ; and by- a precaution 

(1) Procopius aflirtns Iv. c. 6.), that Die Diinpte nas stopped by the rttfiis of the 
bridge. Hsd ApoUodoruSf the arcbiieu, left a description of fais own work, the ftibiiloits 
ootiilers of Dion Cassius (lib Ixviil. p. would have been corrected by Ibe feimiiie 

picture. Trajan's bridge consisted of twenty or tweiity-two stone piles with wooden prehes : 
ttie river is shallow, the ceneiit gentle, and Die whole Interval no hiore than toutr hiiudreii 
and forty-three (Hetmar ad Dioti, from Marsigli) or five bundled and Afteeo Him ^d^Aiiville 
GeugiVphie Aiieienne, tom. i. p 305 >. 

(3) Of the two Dactas, Medtterranea and Rtyetisii, Dardaiiia, Pi ssvaUtkiiaA the second 
MiSsia, and the second Macedonii. bee Justinian (Novell 11.; who speahs his castles 
beyond the OanubCt and of boimnes semper beiiicls sud>>ribus Ininerentes 
(3) See d'Afivllle (Memofres do PAcaoriuie, dec. tom. xxxi. p. ); Rycant (Present 

State of the Turkish empire, p. 97 . dl6.) MarsigU (.Stato Miiitare del Impel lo Oitoniano, 
p. 130 ) The aan^k of Gliwtendil Is one of^he twenty under the beglerbeg ot Uoiueiia, and 
Ills district maiittaiUB forty-eight zaims aud Ave hundred and eight) -tliree twiatiutt. 

(i) 'I'besb fortlAcations may lie compared to tlie castles in Miugielia (Chardin, \'oyogrs eu 
perse, tom I. p. 60. natural picture. 

(5) Tbe valley of Tempo is situate along the liver Peneus, lietween the hills of Ossa and 
Olympus • it is only live miles long, aud in some places no more than one hundred and 
twenty feel in breadth. Us verdant beauties are elegantly described by Pliny, (Hist Natur. 
lib. Iv. 15.) and more diffusely by lEliaii (Hist. Var. bb. iii. c, 1 ). 
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that inspired the cowardice which it foresaw', convenient fortresses were 
erected for their retreat. The walls of Corinth, ovorthrf)W'n by an 
earthquake, and the jnoulderin|^ bulwarks of Athens and Plateea, were 
carefully restored ; the Barbarians were discouraged by the prospect of 
buccessive and painful sieges ; and the naked cities of Peloponnesus 
were covered by the fortifications of the isthmus of Corinth. At the ex- 
tremity of Europe, another peninsula, the "riiracian Chersonesus, runs 
tliree days' journey into the sea, to form, w ith the adjacent shores of 
Asia, the straits of the Hellespont. The intervals between eleven 
populous towns were filled by lofty woods, fair pastures, and arable 
lands : and the isthmus, or thirty-seven stadhi or furlongs, had been 
fortified by a Spartan general nine hundred years before the reign of 
Justiniaii.(l) In an age of freedom and valour, the slightest rampart may 
prevent a surprise ; and Procopius appears insensible of the superiority 
of ancient times, while he praises the solid construction and double pa- 
rapet of a wall, whose long arms stretched on either side into the sea : 
hut whose strength was deemed insufficient to guard the Chersonesus, 
if each city, and particularly Gallipoli and Sestus, had not been secured 
by their jieculiar fortifications 1 ne lon^ wall, as it was emphatically 
styled, was a work as disgraceful in the object, as it was respectable in 
the execution. The riches of a capital diffuse themselves over the 
neighbouring country, and the territory of Constantinople, a paradise 
of nature, was adorned with the luxurious gardens and villas of the se- 
nators and opulent citizens. But their wealth served only to attract 
tile bold and rapacious Barbarians ; the noblest of the Romans, in t];ie 
bosom of peaceful indolence, were led away into Scythian c^tivity, and 
their sov ereign might view, from his palace, the hostile flames which 
were insolently spread to the gates of the imperiiJ city. At the dis- 
tance only of ^rty miles, Anastasius was constrained to establish a last 
frontier ; his* long wall, of sixty miles from the Propontis to the Euxine, 
proclaimed the impotence of his arms ; and as the danger became more 
imminent, new fortifications were added by the indefatigable prudence 
of Justinian. (SJ) 

Asia Minor, after the submission of the lsaurian3,(3) remained with- 
out enemies and without fortifications. Those bold savages, who had 
disdained to be the subjects of Galienus, persisted two hundred and 
thirty years in a life o# independence and rapine. The most successful 
princes respected the strength of the mountains and the despair of the 
natives ; their fierce spirit was sometimes soothed with gifts, and some- 
times restrained by terror ; and a military count, with three legions, 
fixed his permanent and ignominious station in the heart of the Roman 
provinces.(4) But no sooner was the vigilance of power relaxed or di- 
verted, than the light-armed squadrons descenden from the hills, and 
invaded the peaceful plenty of Asia. Although the Isaurlans were not 
remarkable lor stature or bravery, want rendered them bold, and ex- 
perience made them skilful in the exercise of predatory war. They ad- 
vanced with secrecy and speed to the attack of villages and defenceless 
towns ; their flying parties have sometimes toudied the Hellespont, the 
Euxine, and the gates of Tarsus, Antioch, or Damascus ;(5) and the 

(t) Xenophan Hellenic, lib. hi. c. 3. Afler a long and tedious Gonversation with ike 
Byzantine declaimers bow refreshing is the truth, the simplicity, the etegiuce of an Attic 

the long wall In Eeagrtiis flib. iv. c. 38 ). This whole arUcte i» drawn frooi the 
Ihnnb hook of the £dlllee§, except Anchiaios (Jib. ill. c. 7.). 

(3) In the course of this history, I have soinetimet meutioiied, and mueb oAtlier aUgbUd, 
the hasty inroads of the Isanilsiis, which were not attended with any coiiseiinencfla. 

(i) Treliellius Pollio In Hist. August, p. 107. who lived under Diocletian, <w Coi|steiititt«» 
See likewise ^nrirolus ad Not. Imp Orient, c. 1^5. HI. hee Cod. Theodoa. lib. at* tlu 
leg. 37. with a copious collectite Auiiotatiou of Oodefroy, tom. HI. p. 856,457* 

(5) See the full and wide extent of their inroads lu rfallostorfiw (Ulit* fi€clda»lln. U c« 
a.), with Godefroy’s learned DisserUtions. 
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spoil was lodged in their inaccessible mountains, beibre the Roman 
troops had received their orders, or the distant province had computed 
its loss. The guilt of rebellion and robbery excluded them from the 
rights of national enemies ; and the magistrates were instructed by an 
edict, that the trial or punishment of an Tsnurian, even on the festival 
of Easter, was a meritorious act of justice and pieiy.( 1) If the captives 
were condemned to domestic sLavery, they maintained, with their sword 
or dagger, the private quarrel of their masters ; and it was found ex- 
pedient for the public tranquillity, to prohibit the service of such dan- 
gerous retainers. When their countryman TarcaJis>a?us or Zeno as- 
cended the throne, he invited a faithful and formidable band of Isau- 
rians, who insulted the court and city, and were rewarded by an annual 
tribute of live thousand pounds of goJd. But the hopes of fortune de- 
populated the mountains, luxury enervated the hardiness of their minds 
and bodies, and in proportion as they mixed with mankind, they became 
less qualified for the enjoyment of poor and solitary freedom. After the 
death of Zeno, his successor Anastasiiis suppressed their pensions, p\- 
iiosed their persons to the revenge of the people, banished them from 
( 'onstantinople, and prepared to sustain a war, which left only the al- 
ternative of victory or servitude. A brother of the last emperor usurped 
the title of Augustus ; his cause was powerfully supported by the arms, 
the treasures, and the magazineb, collected by Zeno ; and the nativ'e 
Isaurians must have formed the smallest ]»ortion of the hundred and 
fifty thousand Barbarians under his standard which w'as sanctified, for 
the first time, by the presence of a fighting bishop. Their disorderly 
numbers were vanquished in the plains of Phyrgia by the valour and 
discipline of the Goths ; but a w'ar of six years almost exhaustiMl the 
courage of the emperor.(2) The Isaurians retired to their mountains ; 
their fortresses were successively besieged and ruined ; their communi- 
cation with the sea was intercepted ; tlie bravest of their leaders died 
in arms ; the surviving chiefs, before their execution, were dragged in 
chains through the Ilippo'drome ; a colony of their youth was trans- 
planted into Thrace, ami the remnant of the people submitted to the 
Homan government. Yet some generations elapsed before their minds 
were reduced to the level of slavery. The populous villages of mount 
Taurus w^ero filled with horsemen and archers ; they resisted the im- 
position of tributes, but they recruited the arifiies of Justinian ; and 
his civil magistrates, the proconsul of Cappadocia, the count of Isauria, 
and the pnetors of Lycaonia and Pisidia, w'ere invested with military 
powder to restrain the licentious practice of rapes and Hssasbinctti()rjs.(3) 
If w'o extend our view from the tropic to the mouth of the Triuais, 
we may observe on one hand, the precautions of Justinian to curb the 
savages of ^Ahiopia,(4) and on the other, the long walls which he con- 
structed in Crimaia for th^ protection of his frienefly Goths, a colony of 
three thousand shepherds and warrn>rs.(5) From that peninsula to 


(0 Cod Justiurait. lib. IX lit 12 leg. 10. The ptinifthmentf are severe -a fine of a bun- 
dred poauda of gold, degradation, and even death. The public peace might atford a picteiict, 
but ZeiiQ was desirous of monopolizing the valour and service ot the fsaiinans 

(S) The Isaurian war and the triumph of ^tna^^tusius ate briefly and darhiy represented by 
John Malala(tom. li. p. 106, 107.) ; hvagriiis (lib. iii. 0,33.) , rheoplMnes(p lls— lS0.)and 
the Chronicle of Mnrceliiiius. 

(3) Fortes ea regio (says JnstiniaiO vtros hahet, rier in uI!o difiert ab Isaur.a, though Pro- 
copius (Persic, lib. I. c T3 ) marks ad esseiilial dfttcicuce hetwecii tlieir niiiitary character ; 
yet In former times the Lycaoniaiis and Puldians had defended their libeity aguiiisi the great 
‘king (XeiiopWn. Anabasis, lib ili, e 2 ). Justinian iiiuoduccs some false and ridiculous 
erudition of the aiicielit empire of the Pisidians, and Lycaoniaiis, who, after visiting Kom« 
(lonk before ASneas), gave a name and people t<i Lvcaonia (N«ivell 21, 25. 27 50.). 

(4) see Procopius, Persic, lib i c 19 l he altar of national concord, of Hiniuai sacrifice 
and oaths, wliieli Uiocletiau had erected iii the isle of Elephaniiiie, was dcmolisiicd by Justi- 
nian nith less policy than zeal. 

(5) Procopius de Edificiis, hb. ill c 7. Hi**!, lib. viti c. 3, 4. These imambtlioiis Coths 
had refused to follow the staiidaril of Tiieodonc As late as the flfteciitb and sixteenth ceii 
tiiry, the name and nation iitiglit be discovered between catfi and the straits of Aarpb- 
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Trebizond the eastern curve of the Euxinewas secured by forts, by 
alliance, or by religion: and the possewon of Lazica, the Colchos of 
ancient, tlie Mingrelia of modern, geography, soon became the object of 
an important war. Trebizond, in after-tiilies the seat of a ronifintic 
empire, was indebted to the libenility t)f Justini.m for a church, an aque- 
duct, and a castle, whose ditches are hewn in the solid rock. From that 
maritime city, a frontier-line of fn e hundred miles may be drawn to the 
fortress of Circesium, the last Roman station on the Euphratcs.(l> 
Above Trebizond immediately, and five days' journey to the south, the 
country rises into dark forests and craggy mountains, as savage, though 
not so lofty, as the Alps and the Pyrenees. In this rigorous cliinate,(*2) 
where the snows seldom melt, the fruits are tardy ami tasteless ; even 
honey is poisonous ; the most industrious tillage would be confined to 
some pleasant valleys ; and the pastoral tribes obtained a scanty suste- 
nance from the flesh and milk of their cattle. The Chalyhiansill) de- 
rived their name and temper from the iron quality of the soil ; and, 
since the days of Cyrus, they might produce, under the various appel- 
lations of Chaldeans, and Zanians, an uninterrupted prescription of war^ 
and rapine. Under the reign of Justinian, they adviiowlcdged tlie God’ 
anddthe emperor of the Romans, and seven fortresses we^e built in the 
most accessible passes, to exclude the ambition of the Persiiiii ,mo- 
narch.(4) The principal source of the Euphrates descends from the 
Chalybian mountains, and seems to flow tow’ards the w'est and the Eux- 
ine ; bending to the south-west, the river passes under the Wtdls of 
Satala and Melitene (which were restored by Justinian as tire buloarks 
of the Ueshcr Armenia), and gradually approaclies the Mediterranean 
sea ; till at length repelled by mount Taurus,(5) the Euphrates inclines 
his long and flexible course to the south-east and the gulf of Persia. 
Among the 'Roman cities beyond the Euphrates, we distinguish t\\ o 
recent foundations, which were named from I'heodosius, and the relics 
of the martyrs, and two capitals, Amida and Edcssa, wiiich are cele- 
brated in the history of every age. Their strength was propoitioncil, 
by Jujstinian, to the danger of their situation. A ditch and palisade 
might be sufficient to resist the artless force of the cavalry of Scythia ; 
hut more elaborate w-orks w-ere required to sustain a regular siege against 
tlie arms and treasures of the great king. His skilful engineers under- 
stood the metiiods of conducting deep mines, and of raising platforms 
to the level of the rampart ; he shook the strongest battlements with 
hii, miiitarv engines, and sometimes advanced to the assault with a line 
of moveable turrets on the hacks of eleph.mts. In the gre<it cities of 
tlie east, the disadvantage of space, perhaps of position, was compen- 
sated by the zeal of the people, wlio seconded the garrison in the defence 

Mefiioires He I’Academie, tfim j,yx. p, 240 ), I hey well deserved the curiosity of 
rnsiiecinins ^p 321— .V26 ) , hut ^eenl to L<tve vanished in the more recent account of the Mis'* 
MOHS liu Le^4llt (tom. i ), lott, Ce,vsoiiel, &c 

(i; For the ceograpliv and arrlntertiirc of tins Armenian border, see the Persian Wais and 
til I rices (lib if. c. 4— 7 lio lii c 2—7 ) ot Procopius 
(9) I he country is described b> lonriiefoit (Voyage aii Levant, tom In lettie 17, 18.)> 
Ibat skllfiit tHdaiiist soon disrowierl ihe plant that infects the honey (Piiii. xxi 44, 45.). He 
observes, that the soldiers of IikiiIIds niiglit indeed b-' astonished at the cold, sfnee, even ni 
the plain ot Krzcnim, snow soinetiities tails in June, and the harvest is seld on finislted before 
.Sepiembtr ’Ihe hills ot Aiiiioim are bc'ow the loitieili degree of KiLitude, hut In theuuniu* 
taiiioiis country uliidi I inlnbit, it is well kiioun that an ascent of some hours canies the 
traveller from the (Innate of I aiiKiiidoc to that ot Norway, and a general theory has been 
iiitrodiiied, that under the line, ,tii elevation ot two thoiisaurl four hundred t they iseqiiiiaicnl 
to the co.d oi tl e judar ciic'e (boinond. Observations SiU Its Voyages tie Cc»ike dans hi huisse, 
tom. It p. 104 ) 

(0) I be identitv or proximity of the ( ]ialybians,orClia1da:aii8, maybe investigated in Strabo 
(lib VII p. .SJ5, S2G till-Hiiis (4<eoui.ipb. Aiiliq tom. ii p. 202— SO-IO, and Treret (Mem. 
de I'.Uaileiiiie, lorii iv p 604 ) \enop] on siipooses, iu his romance (Cyropaed. lib. HI.), the 
b.iiiie liailuiU.is .i<!,iiii8t uhoiii he had fought ii Ins retrf>.<t (Anabasis, lib. Iv }. 

(1) I'rocopiiis, Persii tiii i t 13. Uc Kl tile, lib ill c. 6 

(C>S Ni laiitus obstet in iioi>tra iinuii vcntuniH (Poiiipoiuiis Mela, ill. 8 ). Pliny, a poet as 
i\eil as a naturalist (v 20.), personities the river and inoiiutaiii, and describes tlieir combat. 
Sec tliecoiiisc of the li^iib and Lnpbiales, lu the evccllciit treatise of d'AiivilIe. 
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of their comitry and religion ; and the fabulous promise of the son of 
God, that Edessa should never be taken, filled the citizens with violent 
confidence, and chilled the besiegers with doubt and dismay.(l) The 
subordinate towns of Armenia and Mesopotamia were diligently 
strengthened, and the posts which appeared to have any command of 
ground or water, were occupied by numerous forts, substantially built of 
stone, or more hastily erected with the obvious materials of earth and 
brick. The eye of Justinian investigated every spot; and his cruel 
precautions might attract the war into some lonely vale, whose peaceful 
natives connected by trade and marriage, were ignorant of national dis- 
cord and the quarrels of princes. Westward of the Euphrates, a sandy 
desert extends above six hundred miles to the lied Sea. Nature had 
interposed a vacant solitude between the ambition of two rival empii'es : 
the Arabians, till Mahomet arose, were formidable only as robbers ; and 
in the proud security of peace, the fortifications of Syria were neglected 
on the most vulnerable side. 

But the national en* lity, at least the effects of that enmity, had been 
suspended by a truce, which continued above foursixire years. An am- 
bassador from the emperor Zeno accompanied the rash and unfortunate 
Perozes, in his expedition against the Neptlialites or White Huns, vshoau 
conquest had been stretched from the Caspian to the heart of Imlia, 
whose throne was enriched with emeralds, (2) and whose cavalry was 
supported by a line of two thousand elephaut8.(3) The Persians were 
twice circumvented, in a situation which made valour useless and flight 
impossible’; and the double victory of the Huns was achieved by mili- 
tary stratagem. They dismissed their royal captive after he had suli- 
mitted to adore the majesty of a Barbarian; and the Immiliation was 
poorly evaded by the casuistical subtilty of the Magi, who instructed 
Perozes to direct his attention to the rising sun. The indignant suc- 
cessor of Cyrus forgot his danger and his gratitude ; he renewed the 
attack with headstrong fury, and lost both his army and his life.(4) The 
death of Perozes abandoned Persia to her foreign and domestic enemies ; 
and twelve years of confusion elapsed before his son Cahades or Koluid 
could embrace any designs of ambition or revenge. The unkind parsi- 
mony of Anastalbius was the motive or {ffetence of a Roman war ;(5) the 
Huns and Arabs marched under the Persian standard, and the fortifica- 
tions of Armenia and Mesopotamia were, at that time, in a ruinous or 
imperfect condition. The emperor returned his thanks to the governor 
and people of Matyropolis, for the prompt surrender of a city which 
could not be successfully defended, and the conflagration of Theudosio- 

(1) rrocopiHs (Perftlc. Ub. li. €. 13.) tells the slnry with the tone half sceptical, half supir 
stitioiis, of Herodotus. The pro'nise was not in the pritiiitive he of Bnsebtns, hut dates at 
lea^t n-utii the year 400; and a third lie, the y^rontca, wjs soon raised, on the two former 
CEvagnits, hb. iv. c 37 ). As Edessa hat heeb takeii<, rilleuiunt mtut disclaim the promise 
Rccles tom i p. 363. 383. 617.). 

(3) 't hey were purchased fiom the merchants of Adulis who traded to India fCosmas, Topo- 
ipaph. Christ, lih xi p. 330.) , yet. In the estimate of precious stones, the Scythian emerald 
was the first, the Bactrian the second, the /Ethiopian only the third (Hill’s Theophrastus. 

р. 61. dec. 92.). The production, mines, die. of emeralds, are involved in darkaess; and it is 
douinfd! whether we possess any of the twelve sorts known to the ancients (fiotnet. Origine 
des LoU, &c. part, il lib. 2. c 2. art 3.). lii this war the Huns got, or at least Perozes lost, 
the finest prarl in the world, of which Procopius relates a ridiculous fable. 

I (3) The Indo-Scyihffi coiitiiiiied to reign from the time of Augustus (Hionys Perieget 108K 
with the Commentary of Eustathius, In Hudson, Ueograph. Minor, tom Iv.) to that of the 
eldest Justin. (Cosmas. Topograph. Christ, lih xl p. 338, 339 ) On their origin and con- 
quests, seed’AnvUle (sur I’liide, p. 18. 43 &c. 69. 85. 89 ) In .the secoud century they wei« 
masters of Larice or Giieaerat. 

(4) See the fate of Pfairouz, or Perotes, and its consequences, in Procopius, (Persic. Iih, i. 

с. 3^6 ) who may he compared with the fragments of urleniai history (d’Herbelot, Biblioi. 
Orient, p 351. and Texetra, History of Persia, translated or abridged by Mevetis, lih. i. c. 32. 
p. 1.32—1.38.). The chronology is ablv ascertained by Asseman (Bibliot. Orient, tom in. 

p. 396 ^427.). 

(5) The Persian war, under the reigns of Anastasias and Justin, may be collected from 
Procopius (Persic, lib. i. c 7-9), 'flieophaiies (in Chronograph p. 124—127.), Cvagrius 
(lib. ill. e 37.), Marccllinus tin Chroii. p. 47.), and Josue Stylites (apud Assemau tom. I. 

p. 272-281.) 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. A5 

polis miffht justify the conduct of their prudent neighbours. Amida 
sustained a long and destructive siege : at the end of three months the 
loss of fifty thousand of the soldiers of Cabades was not biUanced by any 
prospect of success, and it was in vain that the Magi deduced a ilatter- 
ing prediction from the indecency of the women on the ramparts, who 
had revealed their most secret charms to the eyes of the assauants. At 
length, in a silent night, they ascended the most accessible tower, which 
was guarded only by some monks, oppressed after the duties of a fes- 
tival, with sleep and wine. Scaling laaders were applied at the dawn of 
day ; the presence of Cabades, his stern command, and his drawn sword, 
compelled the Persians to vanquish ; and before it was sheathed, four- 
score thousand of the inhabitants had expiated the blood of , their com- 
panions. After the siege of Amida, the war continued three years, and 
the unhappy frontier tasted tlie full measure of its calamities. The 
gold of Anastasms was offered too late, the number of his troops was 
defeated by the number of their generals ; the country was stripped of 
its inhabitants, aiul both the living and the dead were abandoned to the 
wild beasts of the desert. The resistance of Edessa, and the deficiency 
of spoil, inclined the mind of Cabades to peace ; he sold his conquests 
for an exorbitant prii^ : and the same line, though marked with slaughter 
and devastation, stiff separated the two empires. To avert the repeti- 
tion of the same evils, Anastasius resolved to found a new colony, so 
strong, that it should defy the power of the Persian, so far advanced 
towards Assyria, thatdts stationaiy troops might defend the province by 
the menace or operation of offensive war. For this purpose, the town 
of D.'ira,(l) fourteen miles from Nisibis, and four days^ journey from 
the I'igns, was peopled and adorned ; the hasty works of Anastasius 
were improved hy the perseverance of Justinian ; and without insisting 
on places less important, the fortifications of Dara may represent the 
military architecture of the age. The city was Surrounded with two 
M alls, and the interval between them of fifty paces, afforded a retreat to 
the cattle of the besieged. The inner wall was a monument of strength 
and beauty : it measured sixty feet from the ground, and the height of 
the towers was one hundred feet ; the loop-holes from whence an enemy 
might be annoyed with missile weapons, were small but numerous : the 
soldiers were planted along tlfc rampart, under the shelter of double 
g.iilories, and a third platform, spacious and secure, was raised on the 
summit of the towers. The exterior wall appears to have been less 
loft}^ but more solid ; and each tower was protected by a quadrangular 
bulwark. A hard rocky soil resisted the tools of the miners, and on the 
soutli-east, where the ground was more tractable, their approach was 
j'etarded by a new work, which advanced in the shape of a half-moon. 
The double and treble ditches were filled with a stream of water ; and 
in the management of the river, the most skilful labour was employed 
to supply the inhabitants, to distress the besiegers, and to prevent the 
mischiefs of a natural or artificial inundation. Dara continued more 
than sixty years to fulfil the wishes of its founders, and to provoke the 
jealousy of the Persians, who incessantly complained, that this impreg- 
nable fortress had been constructed in manifest violation of the treaty of 
peace between tlie two empires. 

Between the Euxine and the Caspian, the countries of Cholchos, 
Iberia, and Albania, are intersected in every direction by the branches 
of mount Cauct'isus ; and the two principal ffate*, or passes, from north 
to south, have been frequently confounded in the geography both of th^ 
ancients and moderns. The name of Caspian or Albmian gates, is prof 


The deBcriolioii of Dara h amply and corrfctly gUen by Procopiiu (Feraic. lib, I. 
c 10 lib ii c!lT De EUrnf. lib. li cf i— 3. lib. lii. c.5 ). Sec tbe sWlioa ind^AariljA 
(rtiiplirate et la Hgre, p. 53-55.), ibough be Menu lo double the loterval beiwfen 0gn and 

Miibis. 
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]vcily applied to Uerbend/l) which ot’cupits a s^hort declivity between 
the mountains and the sea ; the city, if we jfive credit to local tradition, 
had been founded by the Greeks ; and this dangerous entrance was for- 
tifie<l l)v the kin^s of Persia with a mole, double walls, and doors of 
iron. Yhe Iberian gates(2) are formed by a narrow passage of six miles 
111 mount Caucasus, which opens from the northern side of Iberia or 
Georgia, into the plain that reaches to the Tanais and the Volga. A 
fortress, designed by Alexander, perhaps, or one of his successors, to 
ooimnand that important pass, hiul descended by right of conquest or 
jjiheritance to a prince of tne linns, wlio offered it for a moderate price 
to the emperor : but while Anastasius paused, while he timorously com- 
j>uted tliecost and the distance, a more vigilant rival interposed, and 
f'ahades forcibly occupied the straits of Cauca'sus. The Aliiaiiian and 
Iberian gates excluded the horsemen of Scythia from the shortest and 
most piMcticable roads, and tlie whole front of the mountain was em ered 
by the rampart of Gog and Magog, the long wall which has excited the 
curiosity or an Arabian caliph(3) and a Jlussian conqueror.(l.) A( elid- 
ing to a recent description, huge stones, seven feet thick, iwenty-onj 
feet in length, or lieight, are artificially joined without iron or eement, 
to compose a wall, which runa above three hundred guiles from the shores 
of Derhend, over the hills and through tho> valleys of Daglu'stan ,iiui 
Georgia. Without a vision, such a work might be undert.tkeu by tfie 
policy of Cabades; without a miracle, it niidit be accomplished by Ins 
son, so formidable to tJie Homans under the u*une*of ('hosroes ; so dear 
to the orientals, under liie appellation ot Nushirw’an. 'J'Jie Fernian 
monarch held in his hand the keys both of peace and war; but he stipu • 
lated ill every treaty, that Jiustliiiau should contribute to the expense of 
a common barrier, wdiich equally protected the two ernpiiTs from the 
inroads of the Scythians (5) 

Vn. Justinian suppressed the schools of Athens and the consulship 
of Kom?, winch had given so many s»ige<* and heroes to mankind. Both 
theslb institutions had long since degenerated from their primitive glory ; 
yt‘t some rcpro.ich may be justly inflicted on the avarice and jealousy of 
a prince, by whose hands such venerable ruins were destroyed. 

Athens, after her Persian triumphs, adopted the philosophy of Ionia 
and the rJietonc of Sicily ; and these sftidies became the patrimony of 
a city w liose inhabitants, about thirty thousand males, pondensed, w ithiu 
the period of a single life, the genius of ages and millions. Our sense 
of the dignity of human natuie is exalted by the simple lecollection, 
that Isoci.ite'N((i) was the C’>mpnnion of Plato and Xenophon ; that he 
assisted, peihaps with the historian Thucydides, at the fiist reprtK'O^a- 
tions of the (Edipus of Sophocles and the Iphigenia of Euiipides ; and 

Cl) Far the city .iiul pass <.f l><‘rbeiid, see d'Hcrheiot (Pihliot. Oiient. p 1J>7. 5^01 807 i, 
I*etiie de l.t iroiv (Hist. <le (jciti'iscaii, lib. iv, c\ 9 ). Histoire GeiiealoKiqiie dc Catars (lom. 

I t>. ^20.), OkariHs (V(>).ig« eu Ferse, p 1059—1041 ), audcoiueilie le Briuie ^voyage*, tom. 

I p. 146, 147 ), Ins view may be cauipared with liie plan uf Oleariiis, who judges tlie wdil pi 
be ot shells and piaxcl liaideiied by time. 

(•2) Piotopms. tbougb \utb some coiifiision, ahvavs demnntnates them Caspian (Persic, 
lib 1 t. 10 ) I lie patois DOW styled TaUitopa, llie larciigates (U'Anviik, (ieograpiiie 
^nneiiiie. tom. ii p 119.120). 

(3) Uie im.iginary Miiipart ol Gog and Magoij, wbu b wrs stnoiuly cNploied and i>che\cd 
by a tallph of the iiiiitli teiUuiy, appears to bt deiised fioiii the gales ol Mount Caucasus, 
and a vague rcpoit of the wall of China. (Ocogiaph. Nubiensts, p. £67-270. Meinoirs de- 
I’Acadeniie, tom \\si p 210—219) 

(4) See a learned di8hirt.UioH uf Rater, de mufo fVu/CAreo, in Comment Acad. Pctinpnt. 

anil. 1726 tom i p 423 - 46.3 but it Is destitute ol a map or plan When the Czai \ eter I 
became maslei ot Dnbend in the year 1723, the measure of the wall was found to be three 
thousand twu hundred and eighty five Russian or fathoms, each ot seven feet Lughsh , 

ill the whole somewhat more than four tnlies in length. 

(5) See the fortific.itlons and treaties of C hosroes o" Nusliirwaii, In Pjocopins (IViaic. lib. i. 
c. 16 22 lib II ), and d’Hcrhehit (p 6h2.}. 

(6) 1 he life of Isoctates extends from Olymp 86.1 to 110 3. (ante Christ 436 ~4,’58.) See 
1>loiivs Halirarn tom ii p 149, 130 edit. Hudson ; Plutarch (sive anonyriiuiis) in 5 it. X. 
Ofatorum, p l.sSH— IHI edit. II. Steph. Phot. cud. 269. p. 1433. 
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th»it liis pu|»ils iKicliines and Demosthenes contended for the crown of 
patriotism in the presence of Aristotle, the master of Theophrastus, who 
tan^ht at Athens with the founders of the Stoic and Epicurean sects.(l) 
The ingenious youth of Attica enjoyed the benefits of their domestic 
education, which was communicated without envy to the rival cities. 
Two thousand disciples heard the lessons of Theophrastus ; (2) the 
schools of rlietonc must have been still more populous than those of 
philosophy ; and a rapul succession of students dilfuscd tlie fame of 
their teachers, as far as the utmost limits of the Grecian language and 
name. Those limits m ore enlarged h y the victories of Alexander ; the 
arts of Athens survived lier freedom and dominion; and the Greek 
colonies, \^hlcl^ the Macedonians planted in Egypt, and scattered over 
Asia, undertook long and frecpient pilgrimages to worship the Muses iii 
their favourite temple on the banks of the Ilissus. The Latin coiKpierors. 
respectfully listened to the instructions of their subjects and captives ; 
the names of Cicero and Horace Were inrolied in the schools of Athens; 
and, after the perfect settlement of the Roman empire, the iiati\es of 
Italy, of Afiica, and of Britain, conversed in the groves of the academy 
with their fellow-studcujLs of the east. The studies of philosophy anil 
eloquence are congenial to a popular state, which encourages the free- 
dom of inquiry, and submits only to the force of persuasion. In the 
republics of Gi eece and Rome, the art of speaking was the pow ei/ul 
engine of pitnotism or ambition ; ami the schools of rlietoric poured 
forth a cidony of statesmen and legislators. When the liberty of public 
debate was suppri'sscd, the orator, in the honourable profession of an 
advocate, miglit jdead the cause of innocence and justice ; he might 
abuse his talents in the more profitable trade of iianegyric ; and the 
home precepts eontin.ied to dictate the fanciful declamations of the 
.sophist, and the chaster beau ties of historical composition. The sya- 
tems, which professed to unfold the nature of God, of man, and of the 
unnerso, entertained the curiosity of the philosophic student; and, 
.'iccorduig to tlie temper of his mind, ho might doubt with the sceptics, 
or decide with the Stoic.s, sublimely speculate with Plato, or severely 
argue with Aristotle, 'J'iie pride ol the adverse sects had fixed an uii- 
altainable term of moral haupine.ss and perfection ; but the race was 
g* n-ioMs and salutary; the aiscuples of Zeno, and even those of Epicn- 
ru*!, weni t lught both to act and to suffer ; and the death of Petromus 
was not lo'ss eftectual than that of Seneca, to humble a tyrant by the 
di<.co\'ery of Ids impotence. The light of science could not indeed he 
coiifincri 'Mtliiii flic walls of Athens. Her incomparable writers addre.ss 
themed vcM to the human race; the living masters emigrated to Italy 
ami A 1.1 ; Berytiis, in later tinies, was devoted to the study of the law ; 
asfromi.ay ami physic were cultivated in the museum of Alexandria ; 
but the Attic schools of rhetoric and philosophy maintained their hiqie- 
rior reputation from the Peloponnesian war to the reign of Justinian. 
Athens, though situated in a barren soil, pos<^essed a pure air, a free 
mivjgation, and the monuments of ancient art. That sacred retire- 
ment was seldom disturbed by business of trade or government ; and 
the last of the Athenians were distinguished by their lively wdt, the pu- 
rity of their taste and Jangu.ige, their social manners, ana some traces, 

?ft least in discourse, of the nicignanimity of their fathers. In the sub- 
urbs of the city, the acndvnnj of the Platonists, the lyceum of the Peri- 
patetics, the pnrttco of the Stoics, and the garden of the Epiciireaiis, 
were planted W'lth trees and decorated with statues . and the pJnloso- 
pliei’s, instead of being immured in a cloister, delivered tlicir instructions 

r1) llt<‘ «i ImoU of AtUciift MC cnpioubly. (bough coiicisfly, repiescntcd in the Forltiiia 
;UlJf.i of MeiirBiiis (c. %iii p. M~75 ni toin i Opp tor the stdtc and arts of (l»c tlly, see 
tUt! hiK ho<»k ot rausania<i, and a biiiall tract of nicamrchiiB (in the sctoiid vulititie of Mud* 
*on's o^jxiapb^r*.), who wnor? .ibonl Olynip 117. Dodwell’s blBseitat. Bcit. 

(2) inugcn Lacii. dc \it. Philosoph. I. v. scgin. 37- p. 
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in spacious and pleasant walks^ which^ at diiferent hours^ were conse-i 
crated to the pvercises of the mind and body. The genius of the fuun« 
ders still lived m those venerable seats ; the ambition of succeeding to 
the mjistcrs of human reason, excited a generous emulation ; and the 
merit of the candidates was determined, on each vacancy, by the free 
voices of an enlightened people. The Athenian professors were paid 
by their disciples : according to their mutual wants and abilities, the 
price appears to have varied from a mina to a talent ; and Isocrates 
nimselr, who derides the avarice of the sophists, required, in his school 
of rhetoric, about thirty pounds from each of his hundred pupils. I'he 
wages of industry are just and honourable, yet the same Isocrates shed 
tears at the first receipt of a stipend ; the Stoic might blush when he 
was hired to preach the contempt of money ; and I should be sorry to 
discover, that Aristotle or Plato so far degenerated from the example 
of Socrates, as to exchange knowledge for gold. But some jiroperty of 
lands and houses was settled by the permission of the laws, and the 
legacies of the deceased friends, on the philosophic chairs of Athens. 
Epicurus bequeathed to his disciples the gardens which he had purchas- 
ed for eighty mime, or two hundred and fifty pounds, with a fund sufjj^- 
cient for their frugal subsistence and monthly festivals ;(1 ) and the pa- 
trimony of Plato afforded an annual rent, which, in eight centuries was 
gradually increased from three to one thousand pieces of gold.(2) The 
schools of Athens were protected by the w i ;est and most virtuous of the 
Roman princes. The linrary, which lladi 'iin founded, was placed in a 
portico, adorned with pictures, statues, and a roof of alabaster, and 
supported by one huncfred columns of Phyrgian marble. 'Phe public 
sfilaries were assigned by the generous spirit of the Antonines ; and 
each professor, of politics, of rhetoric, of the Platonic, the Peripatetic, 
the Stoic, and the Epicurean philosophy, received an annual stipend of 
ten thousand drachnne, or more than three hundred pounds sterjing.{3) 
After the death of Marcus, these liberal donations, and the privileges 
attached to the throneit of science, were abolished and revived, dimi- 
nished and enlarged : but some vestige of royal bounty may be found 
under the successors of Constantine ; and their arbitrary choice of an 
unworthy candidate might tempt the pliilosophers of Atliens to regret 
the days of independence and poverty. (4) It is remarkable, that the 
impartial favour of the Antonines was bestowed on the four adverse 
sects of philosophy, which they considered as equally useful, or at least 
as equaliv innocent. Socrates had formerly been the glory and the re- 
proach of his country ; and the first lessons of Epicurus so strangely 
scandalized the pious ears of the Athenians, that by his exile, and that 
of his antagonists, they silenced all vain disputes concerning the nature 
of the gods> But, in the ensuing year, they recalled the hasty decree, 
restored the liberty of the schems, and were convinced, by the expeii- 
enee of ages, that the moral character of philosophers is not affected by 
the diversity of their theological specuIations.(5) 

(1) See the tesumeiit of Epicurus in Diogeii. Laert. lib %. seffiii. 16—20. p 6U, 613. A 
single epi&ile (nd tamitUires. 13. 1.) displays the iojnwice of the Areopagus, the Adetiiy of the 
Rpicuriaiis, the dexterous politeness of Cicero, and the mixture of contempt and esteem with 
which the Homan senators considered the philosuph) and pbtiosophers of (itreepe. 

(2i DamasLius, in Vii. Isidor. apud Photiiiin, cod 242 p 10,>4 

(3) See Itician ^in Futierh tom ii p ?50^359 edit. Keiir) , Phiioatralus (in Vit .Sophist 
lib. II. C.2,). and Dion Cassius, or Xiphi'iii (lib i\xi p. llH.'i ), w'th tiuir editors Du Soni, 
Olearius. and Reiniur, .lud, above ail, haUnasiiis (ad Hist. August p. 72 ). A judiciona philo- 
sopher (Smith's W'eahit ot Nations, vol it p 340-371.'. pieicis the free contributions of the 
stndents to a fixed stipend for the piofessor. 

(4) Uracker. Hist. Cut Philosuph tom li. p 310, &c. 

(“S) The birth of Fpiciinis is fixed to the year 3'i2 before Christ, (Bayle), Olympiad 100. 

3. and h® opened hli school at Aihrns, ol)iiip 118. 3, three hundred and siv years before 
the same era. i his intolerant Ian (Athenaeus. Iih. xiii. p 610. lUogeu Laertius, lib. v. s. 
38. p. S90. Julius i'ollux. 9 .3 ) was enacted In ibe same, or the succeeding year. (Sigonius. 
0pp. tom V. p. 62 Meiiagiiis, ad Diogeu Laert p 201 Ctirsini Fasti Attici, tom. Iv. p. 67. 
68) 'IheopbratUis, chief of Ibe rejipaietics and disciple of Aristotle, was Involved in the 
same cxde. 
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The Gothic arms were less fatal to the schools of Athens than the 
establishment of a new religion, whose ministers superseded the exercise 
of reason, resolved every question by an article of faith, and condemned 
the infidel or sceptic to eternal flames. In many a volume of laborious 
controversy, they exposed the weakness of the understanding and the 
corruption of the heart, insulted human nature in the sages of antiquity, 
and jjroscribed the spirit of philosophical inquiry, so repugnant to tlie 
doctrine, or at least to the temper, of an humble l>eliever. The sur- 
viving sect of the Platonists, whom Plato would have blushed to ac- 
knowledge, extravagantly mingled a sublime tlmory with the practice 
of superstition and magic ; and, as they remained alone in the midst of 
a Christian world, they indulged a secret rancour against the govern- 
ment of the church and state ; whose severity was still suspended over 
their heads. About a century after the reign of Julian, (1) Proclu8j(2) 
was permitted to teach in the philosophic chair of the academy ; and 
such was his industry, that he frequently, in the same day, pronounced 
five lessons, and composed seven hundred lines. His sagacious mind 
explored the deepest questions of morals, and metaphysics, and he ven- 
tured to urge eighteen arguments against the Christian doctrine of the 
creation of the world. Rut, in the intervals of study, he personatlif 
comersed with Pan, ilCscuUipius, and Minerva, in whose mysteries he 
was secretly initiate, and wliose prostrate statues ho adored; in the 
devout persuasion that the philosoplier, who is a citiaenof the univeke, 
should he the priest of its various deities. An eclipse of the sun an» 
nounceil his approaching end ; and his life, with that of his scholar 
Isidore, (3) compiled by two of their most learned disciples, exhibits a 
deplorable picture of the second childhood of human reason. Yet the 
golden chain, as it was fondly styled, of the Platonic succession, con- 
linued forty^four years from the death of Proclus, to the edict of Jus- 
tinian, (4) which imposed a j>erpetual silence on the schools of Athens, 
and excited the gnef and indignation of the few remaining votaries of 
CJrecian science and superstition. Seven friends and philosophers, Di- 
ogenes and llermias, Eulalius and Priscian, Damascius, Isidore and 
Simplicius, who dissented from the religion of their sovereign, embraced 
the resolution of seeking in a foreign land the freedom which was de- 
nied m their native country. They had heard, and they credulously 
believed, that the republic of Plato was realized in the despotic govern- 
ment of Persia, and that a patriot king reigned over the happiest and 
most virtuous of nations. They were soon astonislied by the natural 
discov(*ry that Persia resembled the other countries of the globe ; that 
Chosroes, who affected the name of a philosopher, was vaiu, cruel, and 
ambitious; that bigotry, and a spirit of intolerance, prevailed among 
the Magi ; that the nobles were haughty, the courtiers servile, and the 
magistrates unjust; that the guil^ sometimes escaped, and that the 
innocent were often oppressed, l^he disappointment of the philoso- 
pliers, provoked them to overlook the real virtues of the Persians ; and 
they were scandalized, more deeply perhaps than became their profes> 
sion, with the plurality of u ives and concubines, the incestuous mar- 
riages, and the custom of exposing dead bodies to the dogs and vultures, 

(1) lliis is no fanrifut eia , the Pa^uns reckoned their calaiiiilies from tlie rcipi of tliiir 
hero Proclus, whose nativity Is marked by Ills horoscope (A. O. I'ehtiury 8, at C. P. 
died one hundred and twciuy four years avo lovXiatutv /la<r<\c<ur, A. 1). iShS (Marin ici t itt 
Prncfl, c 36 ). 

fS) The life of Proilnn, h> Mariinis, was published by Pabilrlns (flambin^b, et ad 
calcein Blbllot. L,itui loud 1703.) See Su Idas (torn, iii p. 1‘abricius (bibiioi. 

lib. V c 26. p 449-»r>,52 and llrncker (Hist. Cnt. Philosoph loin. ii. p 31'>--5Sb ). 

(3) The life of Isidore was composed by Damascius (apud Photlnm, c<id. p. 1028— 
1076.), Seethe last age of the Paitari pbilosophers in Brocker (toni. ii p 341— X5I.). 

(4) 'I'he suppression of the schools at Athens Is recorded by John Malala (tom II. p. Ifi7. 
sur necio Cos. Sol), and an anonymous Cbroulcle in the Vatican library (apud Aleman, 
p IOC). 
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instead of hiding them in the earth, or consuming them with fire. Their 
repentance was expressed by a precipitate return, and they loudly de- 
vhired, tliat they had lather die on the borders of the empire, than en- 
j'jy the wealth and favour of the Barbarian. From this journey, how- 
ever, tlioy derived a benefit which reflects the purest lustre on the cha- 
racter of Chosroes. He required, that the seven sages, who had visited 
the court of Persia, should be exempted from the penal laws which Jiis- 
tmiaii enacted agaiobt his Pagan subjects ; and this privilege expressly 
stipulated in a treaty of peace, was guarded by the vigilance of a pow- 
erful mediator.(0 Sirfiplicius and his companions ended their lives in 

I ieace and obscurity ; and as they left no disciples, they terminated the 
ong list of Grecian philosoplicrs, who may be justly praised, notwith- 
standing their defects, as the m isest and most virtuous of their contem- 
poraries. The writings of SimpliciiH arc now extant. His physical and me- 
taphysical commentaries on Aristotle have passed away with the fasliion 
of the times ; but his moral interpretation of Epictetus is preserved in 
the library of nations, as a classic book, most excellently adapted to di- 
rect the will, to puri.y the heart, and confirm the understanding, by a 
just confidence in the nature both of God and man. 

About the same time that Pythagoras first invented the appellation 
philosopher, liberty and the consulship were fouryjed at Home by the 
elder Brutus. The revolutions of the consular office, which may be 
viewed in the successive liglits of a substruice, a shadow, and a name, 
have been occasionally mentioned in the pr sent history. The first ma- 
gistrates of the republic had been chosen by the people, to exercise, in 
the senate, and in the camp, the powers of peace and war, uhich were 
afterwards translated to the emperors. But tlie tradition of ancient 
dignity was long revered by the Romans and Barbarians. A Gothic 
historian applauds the consiilshi[) of 'riieodoric as the l.’eight of all tem- 
poral glory and greatness ; (2) the king of Italy himself congratulate'^ 
those annujil favourites of fortune, who, witliout the eaies, enjoyed the 
sjdendour of the throne; and at the end of a thousand years, two con- 
suls were created by the sovereigns of Rome and Constantinople, for 
the sole purpose of giving a date to the year, and a festival to the peo- 
ple. But the expenses of this festival, in which the wealthy and the 
vain aspired to surpass their pred<'cessors, insensibly arose to the enoi- 
mous sum of 80,000/. ; the wisest senators declined a useless honour, 
which involved the certain ruin of their families ; and to this reluctance 
I should impute the frequent chasms in the last age of the consular 
Fasiu The predecessors of Justinian had assisted from the Public 
treasures the dignity of the less opulent candidates ; the avarice of that 
prince preferred the cheaper and more convenient method of advice and 
regulation.(3) Seven processions or spectacles wore the number to 
wliich his edict confined the horse and cnariot-races, the athletic sports, 
the music, and pantomimes of the‘ theatre, and the hunting wdhl 
beasts ; and small pieces of silver were discreetly substituted to the 
gold medals, which had always excited tumult and drunkenness, when 
they were scattered with a profuse hand among the populace. Not- 
witnstanding these precautions and his own example, the succession of 
consuls finally ceased in the thirteenth year of Justinian, whose despo- 
tic temper might he gratified by the bdent cxtincjtion oi a title which 

(1) /Igathtas (Mb n p, CQ— 71.) rclriffs tins cm ions story. Cliosroes ascended tlie throne 
in ilie yeiir 551, and inadp biif first pi'aee with tbr Uomans In the bei{iiining of .535, a d<ite 
most conipaitble w,ili lit» fatne ttnd olfi age of Isidore. (,AsbCinaii. Bibliot Orient, 

tom 111 . p. 504. Pagt, toin. ii p. .515 .'i.K) ) 

<9) C.i88lodor. Vnriai iiin l<piat vt 1. JoiYmiidc.j, c Ivii. p. t39(i. edit. Glut. Qnod stimniiiiii 
boiiiin} prlmiitiKiiie in miindu dcctis eduiliir 

(5) Sec the reRiilations of Jtiritiniaii (Novell 105.), dated at Constantliiople, July 5, and ad. 
drt'^sed to Straiegiits, ticasuicr ut the etiipiie. 
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ndmonislied the Romans of their ancient free(lorn.(l) Vet tJ»e annual 
consuKliip still lived in the minds of the people: they fondly expected 
its speedy i ostoration ; they applauded the gracltmsj condescension of 
successive princes, by ^vhoin it was assumed in the first year of their 
rei^i;n ; and three centuries elapsed, after the death of Justinian, be- 
fore that obsolete dij?uitv, which had been suppressed by custom, could 
1)0 abolished by lau.(2) The imperfect mode of distinguishing each year 
I»y the name of a magistrate, was usually supplied by the date of a per- 
manent era : the creation of the world, according to tlie Septuagint 
version, was adopted by the Greeks ;(3) and the Latins, since the age 
of Charlemaign, have computed their time from the birth of Christ.(4; 


CHAP. XLI. 

Conquest of JuUmtan in the west, — Character and first Campaigns of 
ISelaanus. — lie invades and subdues the Vandal Kingdom of Ajrica. 
— Ills Inump/t — '1 be Gothic War, recovers SiciLg, Naples, and 
Home — Siege of Home bij the Goths, — Their Retreat and Losses,-^ 
Sm 1 ender of Ravenna, — Glory oj JJehsarius, — Ills domestic Shame 
and Misfortunes. • 


AVuen Justinian ascended the throne, about fifty years after the fall of 
the western empire, the kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals had ob- 
tained a solid, and, fis it might seem, m legal establishment, both in 
Europe and Africa. The titles which Roman victory h.id inscribed, 
were erased with equal justice by the sword of the harbarians ; and 
their successful rapine derived a more venerable sanction from time, 
from treaties, and from the oaths of fidelity, already ropeateil by a 
second or third generation of obedient subjects. Experience and (.'bus- 
tianity Jiad refuted the superstitious Jiope, that Rome was founded by 
the gods to reign for ever over the nations of the earth. But the proud 
claim of perpetual and indefeasible domUiion which her soldiers could 
no longer maintain, was himly asserted by her statesmen ami lawyers, 
who^c opmionf. have been sometimes revived and propagated in the 
modern st;hools of jurisprudence. After Rome herself had b^een stripped 
of the imperial purple, the princes of Constantinople assumed the sole 
and sacied sceptre of the monarchy; demanded, as their rightful inhe- 
ritance, tlic provinces which hdd been subdued by the consuls, or pos- 


(l^l rrocopiiis^in AnecdiH* c 2(i. Aleman, p 106. In the eighteenth )ear after tte consul- 
ship of Ile-itius,*ccordli)S to the reikonlng of Marrcllinus, Victor, Marius, Sic the secret 
lj)»tor> was composed, and, *lii tlie c>psof Protopiiis, the coiibuishlp was dnaliy abolished 
(2; Byieothe riiilosopber (^olelL 94 A I) 886 911 J. See Pagi lUbsertat IJypatica, 
p. 325—S62,). and Ducange (OlobS. p 1635,1636). Even the title was viiifled ; loii- 

siiJatHS cndidHi . . . vilesciMit, ba>s tJie emperor himseJf. 

(3) According to Jiihiis Afncaniis, &C the world was created the flr«t of September, five 
thousand flve bundled aud eight jears, three months, and tweiit> five days, l>efore the birth of 
Christ (see Peyroii, AiitiqiiUr des 'leiiis defetidiie, p. 20- 28.), and this era has been used by 
the Greeks, tli« Oriental Christians, and even by the Russians, till the leigii of Peter I. I be 
peitod, however arbitrary, is clear aud convenient. Of the seven thousand tivo hundred and 
iiiiiet)*siv years, whlth luc supposed to elapse since the creation, we shall find three thousand 
of iciiorance and darkness , two ihonsand either fabiilonsor doubtful , one thousand of tincieut 
iiibtory, corniiieiicin:; uitli the Persian empire, and the Republics of Rome and Ubens , one 
thousand iron) tire fa'i ol the Roriiaii empire in the west to the discovery of Ariienra. and the 
lemaii.iiif two bunrired anil niiietv-bix v ill almost complete three ccntiirits of the ihodern st.ite 
of I'urope and tnuiikiiid. I regret this clitwiiuiogy, so l,ir preteiable to oiir doiib/e and per. 
plcbod iiKtlM d ot cotimiiig h.H lid and forward Che veais befoie and after the rhnsli.iij <ia. 

(4) 'I he eia of the world has pre\ ailed in the east siate the sixth geneial council (/i l> 681.), 
Ill the west the i hristi.in era was first invented ni the sixth century: it was propagated in 
the eight hv I lie .inlhority and writings of venerable hede hut it was not till the tenth that 
the ubc hetamc Uv.il and popular. See lUrt cle vprifier les Dates, Dissert. Rreliminaire, p. 
Ill 12 lurti.niare Diplomatique, unn. i. p 329-337, the works of a laborious society of he. 
urdictiue mrniks. 
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sessed hy Die Caesars ; and feebly aspired to deliver tlieir faithful sub- 
jects of the west from the usurpation of heretics and barbarians. The 
execution of this splendid design was in some degree reserved for Justi- 
nian. During the five first years of his rei^, he reluctantly waged a 
costly and unprofitable war against the Persians; till his pride submit* 
led to his ambition, and he purchased, at the price of 44*0,000/. sterling, 
the benefit of a precarious truce, which, in the language of both nations, 
was dignified with the appellation of the endless peace. The safety of 
the east enabled the emperor to employ his forces against the Vandals ; 
and the internal state or Africa afforded an honourable motive, and pro- 
mised a powerful support, to the Roman arms.(l) 

According to the testament of the founder, the African kingdom had 
lineally descended to Hilderic, the eldest of the Vandal princes. A mild 
disposition inclined the son of a tyrant, the grandson of a conipieror, to 
prefer the counsels of clemeticy and peace ; and his accession was mark- 
ed by the salutary edict, which restored two hundred bishops to their 
churches, and allowed free profession of the Athanasian creed.(v2). But 
the Catholics accepted, with cold and transient gratitude, a favour so 
inadequate to their pretensions, and the virtues of Hilderic oflFeruled the 
prejudices of his countrymen. The Arian clergy presumed to insinuate 
that he had renounced the faith, and the soldiers more loudly complain- 
ed that lie had degenerated from the courage of his ancestors. His 
ambassadors were suspected of a secret and disgraceful negotiation in the 
Byzantine court : and his general, the Ach Llles,(3) as he was named, of the 
Vandals, lost a battle against the naked and disorderly Moors. The public 
discontent was exasperated by Gelimer, whose age, descent, and mili- 
tary fame, gave him an apparent title to the suc.cession ; he assumed, 
with the consent of the nation, the reins of government ; and his un- 
fortunate sovereign sunk without a struggle from the throne to a dun- 
geon, where ho was strictly guarded, with a faithful counsellor, and liis 
unpopular nephew, the Achilles of the Vandals. But the indulgence 
which Hilderic had shewn to his Catholic subjects had powerfully re- 
commended him to the favour of Justinian, who, for the benefit of bis 
own sect, could acknowledge the use and justice of religious toleration ; 
their alliance, while the nepheW of Justin remained in a private station, 
wa.s cemented by the mutum exchange of gifts and letters ; and the em- 
peror Justinian asserted the cause of royalty and friendship. In two 
successive embassies, he admonished the usurper to repent of his trea- 
son, or to abstain, at least, from any farther violence, which might pro- 
voke the displeasure of God and of the Jlomans ; to reverence the taws 
of kindred and succession, and to sufiPer an infirm old man peaceablv to 
end his days, either on the throne of Carthage, or in the palace of Con- 
stantinople. The passions or even the prudence of Gehmer compc'Vd 
him to reject these requests, which were ur^ed inlhe iia!%hty tone of 
menace and command; and he' justified his ambition in a language 
rarely spoken in a Byzantine court, by alleging the right of a free peo- 
ple to remove or punish their chief magistrate, who had failed in the 

0; '!}>« complete Mnesof the Vaudel war is related by Procopiue in regular and elegant 
nariative lib i. c 9— lib li c. 1—13); and happy wuutd be niy lot, coiikt i alwaye 
tread In the footsteps pf such a guide Prom the entire and diligent perueal of the Greek text, 

I have a right to pronounce, that the Latin and French versions of (wotiue and Coushi may 
not be mipticitiy trusted : fet tbe ptesideiil Cuusiii has lieeii oAen praised, and Hugo Oroiius 
was the first scholar of a learned age. 

(9) See Kuinait, Hist. Persccut. Vandal, c. iii. p. 589. HU best evidence U drawn fnmi 
ihe Life of St. Fulgentius. composed by one of liis disciples, transcribed in a great measure iii 
the aiinaU of Baronins, and printed in veveral great collections (Catalog. BlblioL Buinvijenae. 
tom. i vol. ii. p 1958 ) 

(3) For what quality of the mind or body! For speed, or beauty. or valour?— In what 
language did the Vandals read Homer t- Did be speak German !— The Latina had four ver 
aions (tabrie. tom.- i lib. ii. c 5. p. 997.) : yet in spite of the praises of Seneca. (Consol, 
c. ^) they appear to have been more euccessful in imitating, than in trouslatiiig, the Gieek 
poets But tbe name of Acbilles might be famous and popular, even among tbe illiterate 
Barbarians 
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execution of the kingly office. After this fruitless expostulation^ tlio 
captive monarch was moat rigorously treated, his nephew was deprived 
of his eyes, and the cruel Vandal, confident in his strength anAdistance, 
derided the vain threats and slow preparations of the emperor of the 
east. Justinian resolved to deliver or revenge his friend; Gelimer to 
maintain his usurpation ; and the war was preceded, according to the 
practice of civilized nations, by the most solemn protestations tliat each 
party was sincerely desirous of peace. . 

The report of an African war was grateful only to the vain and idle 
populace of Constantinople, whose poverty exempted them from tribute, 
and whose cowardice was seldom exposed to military service. But the 
uisor citizens, who judged of the future by the past, revolved in tlieir 
memory the immense loss, both of men and money, which the empire 
liad sustained in the expedition of Basiliscus. The troops, which after 
five laborious campaigns had been rec-alled from the Persian frontier, 
dreaded the sea, the climate, and the anns of an unknown enemy, 1'he 
ministers of the finances computed, as far as they might compute, the 
demands of an African war ; the taxes which must be found and levied 
to supply those insatiate demands ; and the danger, lest tlieir own lives, 
or at least their lucrative employments, sliould be made responsible for 
the deficiency of the supply. Inspired by such selfish motives (for We 
may not suspect him of any zeal for the public good), John of Cappado- 
cici ventured to oppose in full council the inclinations of his master. He 
confessed, that a victory of such importance could not be too dearly 
purchased ; but he represented in a ^ave discourse the certain difficul- 
ties and the uncertain event. You undertake (said the prefect) to be- 
siege Carthage by land ; the distance is not less than one Imndred and 
forty days journey ; on the sea, a whole year(l) must elapse before you 
can receive any intelligence from your fleet. If Africa should be re- 
duced, it cannot be preserved without the additional conquest of Sicily 
and Italy. Success will impose the obligation of new labours ; a single 
misfortune will attract the Barbarians into the heart of your exhausted 
empire. Justinian felt the w eight of this saluta^ advice ; he was con- 
founded by the unwonted freedom of an obsequious servant ; and the 
design of the war would perhaps have been relinquished, if his courage 
had not been revived by a voice which silenced the doubts of profane 
reason. 1 ha\e seen a vision (cried an artful or fanatic bishop of the 
“ east). It is the will of Heaven, O emperor; that you should not 
abandon your holy enterpriteCt fo^* the deliverance of the African church. 
“ The God of battles will march before your standard, and disperse your 
enem'es, w'ho are the enemies of his Son.” The emperor might be 
tempted, and his counsellors were constrained, to give credit to this 
seasonable revelation : but they derived more rational hone from tho 
revolt, which the adherents of HilderiC or Athanasius hact already ex<* 
cited on the borders of the Vandal monarchy. Pudentius, an African 
subject, had privately signified his loyal intentions, and a small military 
aid restored the province of Tripoli to the obedience of the Homans. 
The government of Sardinia had been intrusted to Godas, a valiant 
Barbarian ; he suspended the payment of tribute, disclaim^ his .*dle- 
gionce to the usurper, and gave audience to the emissaries of Justinian, 
who found him master of that fruitful island, ut the head of his guards, 
and proudly invested with the ensigns of royalty. The forces of the 
Vandals were diminished by discord and suspicion ; the lUiman armies 
were animated by the spirit of Belisarius ; one of those heroic names 
which ai*e familiar to every age and to every nation. 

(O year — absurd exaggeration* The conquest of Africa may be dated A 0. SSS. Scp» 
teiiiher 14: it is celebrated by Jiistiniati in the preface to his Institutes, which were pob- 
lished November 21 of the same year. Including the voyage aud return, such a computatioa 
might be truly applied to our Indian empire. 
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'riie Aflicanus of new Rome was born, and perhaps educiited, amon;? 
the Thracian peasants,(l) without any of thos.e advantages which liad 
formed tlie virtues of the elder and the younger Scipiu; a noble origin, 
liberal sttidies, and the emulation of a tree state. The silence of a lo- 
cpmcioiis secretary may be admitted, to prove that the youth of 13olJ« 
sarius could not atford any subject of praise ; he served, most assuredly, 
with valour and reputation, among the private guards of Justinian ; anil 
when his patron became emperor, the domestic was promoted to military 
command. After a bold inroad into Per^>artnenia, in which his glory 
was shared by a colleague, and his progress was checked by an enemy, 
Belisarius repaired to the important station of Dara, where he first ac- 
cepted the service of Procopius, the faithful companion, and diligent 
historian, of his exploits (2) The Mirranes of Pen-ia advanced, with 
forty thousand of her best troops, to raise the fortifications of Dara ; 
and signified the day and the hour on which the citizens should prepare 
a bath for his refreshment after the toils of victory. He encountered 
an adversary equal to himself, by the new title of general of the east ; 
liis superior in the science of w^ar, but much inferior in the number and 
quality of his troops, w’hich amounted only to tw'enty-hve thousand 
Romans and strangers, relaxed in their discipline, and humbled by re- 
cent disasters. As the level plain of Dara refused all shelter to strata- 
gem and ambush, lieh^aruis protected his front w'ith a deep trench, 
which was prolonged at lii-ht in perpeneicular, and afteiward in parallel 
lines, to cover tlie wing^ of cavalry, am- advantageously posted to com- 
mand the flanks and rear of tlie ^emy. "When the Roman centre was 
shaken, their well-timed and rapid charge decided the conflict: the 
standard of Persia fell; the wimoi ta/s fled; the infantry threw away 
their bucklers, and eight thousand of the vanquished were left on the 
field of battle. In the next campaign, Syria was invaded on the •side of 
the desert ; and Behsaniis, with twenty thousand men, h«*^teried from 
Dara to the relief of the province. During the whole sumniei , tlie de- 
signs of tlie enemy were baffled by bis skilful dispoMtions : be pressed 
their retreat, occupied each night their camp of the preceding day, and 
would have secured a bloodless victory, if he could have resisted the 
impatience of his own troops. Their valiant promise w ,is faintly sup- 
ported in the hour of battle; the right wing was exposed by the 
treacherous or covrardly desertion of the Christian Arabs , the fluiis, 
a veteran band of eight hundred warriors, were oppressed by superior 
numbers ; the flight of the Isaurians was intercepted ; but the liimian 
infantry stood firm on the left, for Belisarius himself, dismounting fi om 
his horse, shewed them that intrepid despair was their oi Iv safety. 
They turned their backs to the Euphrates, and their faces to the enemy ; 
innumerable arrows glanced without effect from the compact tuid si ly- 
ing order of their bucklers ; an impenetrable line of pikes was exposed 
to the repeated assaults of the Persian cavalry ; and, after a resist am e 
of many hours, the remaining troops were skilfully embarked under the 
shadow of the night. The Persian commander retired with disorder 
and disgrace, to answer a strict account of the lives of so many soldiers 
w Inch he had consumed in a barren victory. But the fame of Belisarius 
was not sullied by a defeat, in w hich alone he had saved his army from 
the consequences of their ow n rashness : the approaih of pence relieved 
him from the guard’ of the eastern frontier, and his conduct in the se- 
dition of Constantinople amply discharged ids obligations to the em- 


O) flpM^TO ie 6 li€\nrapioi ex rcpfiayiaf tj hat JWitptuttt /iei ttetTat (Procop. 

Vaiui#il. tib I c 11 ) lleiiiati, (Not ail Aiiecdot. p. 5.) an ItaLaii, could ra ^liy reject th« 
Ocimaii v.tnity <>t i.iphaiiiiis and Vebenia, wbo wished to claim the hero; but bia Germania, 
a tnetiopolia of Thrace, 1 catinut flncl in aiiv civil or ccclcbiabiical list o| the pioviuces and 
cities. 

(t) The two riist Persian rantpnigiis of Belisarius are iairly and copiously related by his 
scLielar>. (Persic. Iih. i. c. 12— 18.J 



OF TIJK ROMAN EMPIRE. 

peror. When the African war became the topic of popular discourse 
and secret deliberation, each of the Roman generals was apprehensive, 
rather than ambitious, of the dangerous honour; but as soon as Justi- 
nian had declared his preference of superior merit, their envy was re- 
kindled by the unanimous applause which was given to the choice of 
Belisarius. The temper of the Byzantine couii: may encourage a sus- 
picion, that the hero was darkly assisted by the intrigues of his wife, 
the fair and subtle Antonina, who alternately enjoyed the confidence, 
and incurred the hatred, of the empress Theodora, The birth of An- 
tonina was ignoble ; she descended from a family of charioteers ; and 
her chastity has been stained with the foulest reproach. Yet she 
reigned with long and absolute power over the minu of her illustrious 
husband; and if Antonina disdained the merit of conjugal fidelity, she 
expressed a manly friendship to Belisanus, whom she accompanied with 
undaunted resolution in all the hardships and dangers of a military 
iife.(l) 

Tlie preparations for the African war were not unworthy of the last 
contest between Rome and Carthage. The pride and flower of the army 
consisted of the guards of BoJi^anus, who, according to the pernicious 
inthilgence of the times, devoted themselves by a particular oatJi of fide- 
lity to the s(‘rvice of their patron. Their strength and stature, for 
which tliey had been curiously selected, the goodness of their horses and 
armour, and the assiduous practice of all the exercises of war, enabled 
them to act whatever their couivige might prompt ; and their courage 
was exalted by the social honour of their rank, and the personal ambi- 
tion of favour and fortune. Four Ijpindred of the bravest of the Heruli 
marched under the banner of the faithful and active Fharas ; tlieir un- 
tractable valour was more liighly prized than the tame submission of the 
Greeks and Syrians ; and of siicli importance was it deemed to procure 
it reinforcement of six hundred JMassagetie, or Huns, that they were al- 
lured by fraud and deceit to engage in a naval expedition. Five thou- 
sand horse and ten thousand foot were embarked at Constantinople for 
the conquest of Africa ; but the infantry, for the most part levied in 
Thrace and Isauria, yielded to the more prevailing use and reputation 
of the cavalry ; and the Scytliiaii bow was the weapon on which the 
armies of Rome were now reduced to place their principal dependence. 
From a laudable desire to assert the dignity of his theme, Procopius de- 
fends the soldiei*s of his own time against the morose critics, who con- 
fined that respectable name to the heavy-armed warriors of antiquity, 
and maliciously observed, that the word archer is introduced by Ho- 
mer(2) as a term of contempt. Such contempt might perhaps be due 
to the naked youth, who appeared on foot in the flelds of *1 roy, and 
liirLing, behind a tombstone, or the shield of a friend, drew the bow- 
string to their breastX3) and dismissed a feeble and lifeless arrow. 
But our archers (pursues the historian) are mounted on horses, ivhich 
they manage with admirable skill ; their head and shoulders are pro- 
tecteiby a casque or buckler; they wear greaves of iron on their 
legs, and their bodies are guarded by a coat of mad. On their right 
side hangs a quiver, a sword on the left, and their hand is accustomed 
** to wield a lance, or javelin, in closer combat. Their bows are strong 
« and weighty ; they riioot in every possible direction, advancing, rc- 

(O See the birth and character of Anloiniia, in the Aiiecdotef, c. 1. and the notes of Ale* 
rn'inus, p 3. ^ - 

(21 see the preface of Procopius, lire enemies of archery iniglit quote the reproarnes or 
Dionicde, (Iliad, A. 335, 8iC ) and the permiitere viiliiera veiitis of Lucan (viii. 3&i.) )et the 
Romans could not despise the arrows of the Partlnaiis* and m the sk^c of lioy, PamlHins, 
Paris, and Teucer, pierced those haughty w amors who insulted them as women or cbiidrcn. 

(3) Ncwpiii* u€v naC» ro^to atf^tjpov (Iliad, A, 123 ) How concise— how jnst— 

how beautiful is the whole picture' 1 see the attitudes of the archer -1 bear the twanging of 

fltof, v€vp*} loxce aXTff P otet oc. 

t 
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“ treating, to the front, t ) the rear, or to either flank ; and as they 

are taught to draw the bowstring not to the breast, but to the right 

ear, firm indeed must be the armour that can resist the rapid violence 

of their shaft/* Five hundred transports, navigated by twenty thou- 
aimd mariners of Egypt, Cilicia, and Ionia, were collected in the har- 
i>uur of Constantinople. The smallest of these vessels may be com- 
puted at thirty, the largest at five hundred tons ; and the fair average 
will supply an allowance, liberal, but not profuse, of about one hundred 
thousand tons,(l) for the reception of thirty five thousajpi soldiers and 
bailors, of five thousand horses, of arms, engines, and military stores, 
and uf a suflicient stock 6f water and provisions for a voyage, perhaps, 
of tliree months. The proud gall^s, which in former ages swept the 
Mediterranean witli so many hundred oars, had long since disappeared ; 
and the fieet of Justinian was escorted only by ninety-two light brigan- 
tines, covered from the missile weapons of the enemy, and rowed by 
two thousand of the brave and robust youth of (’onstantinoplo. Twenty- 
two generals are named, most of whom were afterward distinguished in 
the wars of Africa and Italy : but the supreme command, both by land 
and sea, was delegaced to Juelisari^s alone, with a boun^ess power of 
acting according to his discretion, as if the emperor himself were present. 
I'he separation of the naval and military professions is at once the eficct 
and the cause of modem improvements in the science of navigatiuii and 
maritime war. 

In the seventh year of the reign of Justinian, and about the time of 
the summer solstice, the whole fieet of si:^ hundred ships was ranged in 
martial pomp before the gardens of the palace. The patriarch pronounced 
liis benediction, the emperor signified his last commands, the genera]*s 
trumpet ^ve the signal of departure, and every heart, according to its 
fears or wishes, expired with anxious curiosity the omen& of rnismrtune 
and success. The first halt was made at Perinthus or Heraclea, where 
Jlelisarius waited five 4^ys to receive some Thracian horses, a militai y 
gift of his sovereign. From thence the fleet pursued their course 
through the midst of the Propontis; but, as they struggled to pass the 
straits of the Hellespont, an unfavourable wind detained them four days 
at Abydus, where the general exhibited a memorulde lesson of firmness 
and severity. Two of the Huns, who, in a drunken quarrel, had slain 
one of their fellow-soldiers, were instantly shown to the army suspended 
oil a lofty gibbet. The national indignity was resented by their coun- 
trymen, who disclaimed the servile laws of the empire, and asserted the 
i'ree privilege uf Scythia, where a small fine was ullo\ied to expiate tins 
liasty sallies of intemperance and anger^ Their complaints were specious, 
their clamours were loud, and the Romans were not averse to liie et- 
ainplo of disorder and impunity. But the rising sedition was appeased 
by the authority and eloquence of the general : and lie represented .o 
the assembled troops the obligation of justice, the importance of disci})- 
line, the rewards of piety and virtue, and the unpardonable guilt of 
murder, which, in hU apprehension, was aggravated rather than ex- 
cused by tlie vice of int^oxjcation.(3) In the navigation from the Hel- 
lespont to Pelopon^nesu^ >vhioh the Greeks, after the sic^e of Troy, had 

(1) The text appears to allow for the largest vessels flftr thousand medimiit, or three thou- 
sand tons (suice tlio medinnws welfbed ode hundred «nd sixty Roiniiii, or otie hundred 
and twenty avoirdupois, pounds). I have given a more rational iiiterpietaiion, by supposing 
that the Attic style nf Proco))iii8 conceals the legal and popular modlas, a sixth part of the 
medmnuJt. (Hooper's Ancient Measures, p. 153, &c ) A contrary, and Muieed a sti.uiger, 
uiisuke, has cicpt into an oration of Dinarchus (contra Deiiiostlienem, in Kel^ke Orator 
Grsec tein. Iv p 3. p. 34.; Sy rednriug the wtmher of ships from five hundred to fifty, and 
traiislaiiiig fxt^itxvot by minex or poniids, Coiisiu has generously allowed five hundred tons tor 
the whole of the Imperial fieet , - Did he never think ? 

(3) I have read of A Greek legislator^ wim 'ntiicted a denhle penalty on the crimes com* 
milted iit a sUte of intoxication , but it sceius agieed that this was rather a political than a 
moral law. 
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performed in four days,(l) the fleet of Belisiirius was guided in their 
course by liis master-galley, conspicuous in the day by the redness of 
the sails, and in the night by the torches blazing from the mast-head. 
It was the duty of the pilots, as they steered between the islands, and 
turned the capes of Mdea and Tsenarium, to preserve the just order 
and regular intervals of such a multitude of shi]>8 ; as the wind was fair 
and moderate, their labours were not unsuccessful, and the troops” were 
safely disembarked at Methone on the Messenian coast, to repose them- 
selves for awhile after the fatigues of the sea. In this place they ex- 
perienced how avarice, invested with authority^ may sport with the 
Ii\'e3 of thousands which are bravely exposed for the public service. 
According to military practice, the bread or biscuit of the Romans was 
t wice prepared in the oven, and a diminution of one-fourth was cheer- 
1 dlly allowed for the loss of weight. To gain this miserable profit, and 
to save the expense of wood, the prefect John of Cappadocia had given 
orders that the flour should be slightly baked by the same fire which 
warmed the baths of Constantinople : and when the sacks were opened, 
a soft and mouldy paste was distributed to the army. Such unwhole- 
bt>me food, assist^ by the heat of the climate and season, soon produced 
an epidemical disease, which swept away five hundred soldiers. Their 
health was restored by the diligence of Ilelisarius, who provided fresh 
bread at Methone, and boldly expressed his just and humane indigna- 
tion : the emperor heard his complaint ; the general was praised ; but 
the minister was not punislied. From the port of Methone, the pilots 
steered along the western coast of Peloponnesus, as far as the i^e of 
Zacynthus or Zant, before they undertook the voyage (in their eyes a 
most arduous voyage) of one hundred leagues over tne Ionian sea. As 
the fleet was surprised by a calm, sixteen days were consumed in the 
slow navigation ; and even the general would have suffered the intole- 
rable hardship of thirst, if the ingenuity of Antonina had not preserved 
the water in glass bottles, which she buried deep in the sand in a part of 
the ship impervious to the rays of the sun. At length the harbour of 
Caucana,(2) on the southern side of Sicily, aflbrded a secure and hospi- 
table shelter. The Gothic officerb, who govenied the island in the name 
of the daughter and grandson of Theixloric, obeyed their imprudent 
orders, to receive the troops of Justinian like friends and allies ; pro- 
visious were liberally supplied, the cavalry was remounted,(3) and Pro- 
copius soon returned from Syracuse with correct information of the 
state and designs of the Vandals. His intelligence determined Beli- 
sarius to liasten his operations, and his wise impatience was seconded 
by the winds. The fleet lost sight of Sicily, passed before the isle of 
Malta, discovered the capes of Africa, ran along the coast with a strong 
gale from the north-east, and finally cast anchor off the promontory of 
Caput Vada, about five days journey to the south of Carthage. (4) 

If Gelimcr had been informed of the approach of the enemy, he must 
have delayed the conquest of Sardinia, for the immediate defibice of his 
person and kingdom. 

A detachment of five thousand soldiers, and one hundred and twenty 

(1) Or eten in Ihree dnyt» ilnce they anebored the firit evening in the nelglibourirti^ Irie of 

Tenedos : the second day they sailed lo Leslies, the third to the promontory ot enbtsa, and 
on the fourth they reached Argos. (Homer, Odvs. r. 130—183. Wood's Ebsa> on Homrr, 
p 40—46.) A pirate sailed from the Hellespont to the seaport at Sparta in thico da>8. 
(Xenophon, Hcllen, lib, li. c. 1.) . ^ . 

(2) Caucana, ueaf ^ fifty miles (tbice hundred and AAy or four liui drrd 

stadia) from Syracuse. (Clnver, SicilU Autlqua, p. 191 ; 

(3) Procopius, Gothic, lib. i. c 3. I ibt tolltl hinnitum npta quadrigis equa. In Hie Siri. 

liaii pastures of Grosphuns. Horat. rarm t\ 16 ) Acrasas roagtianim&m quon^m 

geuerator cquorura. VIrg. iEueld, 3, 704.) Tneio’s horses whose victories are tiiimortaiiced 
by Pindar, were hied in this country. j ^ j ^ 

(4) The Caput Vada of Procopius, (where Justinian aiwrward founded a clty-de Edidc. 
iih. VI c 6 ) 18 the promontory of AAimou in Strabo, the Brachodes of Ptolemy, the Ca^ 
paudia of the moderns, a long narrow slip that runs into the sea. (Shaw's Travels, p. Ul.) 
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galleys, would have joined the remaining forces of the Vandals ; and 
the aescendant of Genseric might have surprised and oppressed a fleet 
of deep-laden transports, incapable of action, and of light brigantines, 
that seemed only nualified for £ight. Belisariiis had soc*retly trembled 
when he overheara his soldiers, in the passage, emboldening each other 
to confess their apprehensions : if they were once on shore, they hoped 
to maintain the honour of their arms ; but if they should be attacked 
at sea, they did not blush to acknowledge, that tliey >ranted courage to 
contend at the same time with the winds, the waves, and the Ihirbari- 
an8.(^l) The knowledge of tlieir sentiments decided Beli-sarius to stnze 
the first opportunity of lauding them on the coast of Africa, and he 
prudently rejected, in a council of war, tlie proposal of sailing with tlie 
fleet and army into the port of Carthage. Three months alter their de- 
parture from Constantinople, the men and horses, tlie arnis and mili- 
tary stores, were safely disembarked, and live soldiers were left as a 
guard on board each of the ships, which were disposed of in the form of 
a semicircle. The reirainder of the troops occupied a camp on the sea- 
shore, which they fortified according to ancient discipline, with a ditch 
and rampart; and the discovery of a source of fresh water, while it aL 
laved the thirst, excited the superstitious confidence of the Komaiis. 
The next morning, some of the iiei^bouring gardens wore pillaged , 
and Belisarius, after chastising the offenders, embraced tlie slight occa- 
sion, but the decisive moment, of inculci^^ing the maxims of justice, 
moderation, and genuine policy. — ‘‘ When 1 first accepted the conimis- 
sion of subduing Africa, 1 depended much less (said the general) on 
the numbers, or even the braveiT’, of my troops, than upon the friendly 
disposition of the natives, and their immortal hatred to the Vandals. 
You alone can deprive me of this hope: if you continue to extort by 
rapine what might be purchased for a little money, such acts of vio- 
lence will reconcile these implacable enemies, and unite them in a 
" just and holy league against the invaders of their country.” These 
exhortations were enforced by a rigid discipline, of which the soldiers 
themselves soon felt and praised the salutary effects. The inhabitants, 
instead of deserting their houses, or hiding their corn, supplied the Ro- 
mans with a fair and liberal market : the civil officers oi the province 
continued to exercise their functions in the name of Justinian ; and the 
clergy, from motives of conscience and interest, assiduously laboured to 
promote the cause of a Catholic emperor. The smalltown of Sul]ecte,(^) 
one day's journey from the camp, nad the honour of being foremost to 
open her gates, and to resume her ancient allegiance ; the larger cities 
of lioptis and Adrumetum imitated the example of loyalty as soon as 
Belisarius appeared ; and he advanced without opposition as far as 
Grasse, a palace of the Vandal kings, at the distance of fifty miles fron^ 
Carthage. The weary Romans ind^itlged themselves in the refreshment 
of shady groves, cool fountains, anrf delicious fruits ; and the preference 
which Procopius allows to these gardens over any that he hatl seen, 
either in the cast or west, may be ascribed either to the taste or the 
fatigue of the historian. In three generations prosperity and a warm 
climate had dissolved the hardy virtue of the Vandals, who insensibly 
became the most luxurious of mankind. In their villas and gardens, 
which might deserve th.e Persian name of paradise, {S) they enjoyed a 


(1) A centurion of MarK Antony expressed, though in a more manly strain, thesnme dislike 
to ibe sea and to naval combats. (Plutarch in Antonio, p. 1730 edit. Hen. Steph ) 

(2) Suitecte IS perhaps the Tiirrsi Hatmlbalis, an old building, iioiv as large as tbe toner of 

London. Ihe march of Belisarius to Leptis, Adrumetum, &c is illustinted by the cainpaifrn 
of rgtsar, (Hirtlus de Belio Africano, with th« Analyse of Guicliardt,) and Shaw’s Travels, 
(p. in the same country. 

(3^ tlopadcio'or KaXXorTpr liirapruv wv fjftet? The paradises, a name and fashion 

adoiited trom Persia, may be represented by the royal garden of Ispahan. (Voyage d' olearius, 
p. 77d ) See, in the Greek romances, their most perfect model. (Longus, I'aatoral. lib. iv. 
p. 90. 101. Achilles Tatlua, lib. 1. p 33, 25,) 
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cool and elegant repose ; and, after the daily use of the bath, the Rar- 
barians were seated at a table profusely spread with the delicacies of 
the land and sea. Their silken robes, loos^y flowing, after the fashion 
of the Medes, were embroidered w ith gold : love and hunting were the 
labours of their life; and their vacant hours were amused by panto- 
mimes, cliariot-races, and the music and dances of the tlieatrc. 

In a march of ten or twelve days, the vigilance of Belisarius was con- 
stantly awake and active against his unseen enemies, by whom, in every 
place, and at every hour, lie might suddenly be attacked. An o/ficer of 
confidence and merit, John the Armenian, led the vanguard of three 
Imiidred horse ; six hundred Massagetfc covered at a certain distance 
the left flank ; and the whole fleet, steering along the coast, seldom lost 
sight of the army, which moved each day about twelve miles, and lodged 
in the evening in strong camps or in friendly towns. The near ap- 
proach of the Romans to Carthage filled the mind of Gelimer with 
anxiety and terror. lie prudently wdshed to protract thenar till his 
brother, with his veteran troops, should return from the conquest of 
Sardinia ; and he now lamented the rash policy of liis ancestors, who, 
by destroying the fortifii^itions of Africa, liad left him only the danger- 
ous resource of risking a battle in the neighbourhood of his capital. 
'I'ho Vandal conquerors, from their original number of fifty thousand, 
were multiplied, without including their women and children, to one 
hundred and sixty thousand fighting men : and such forces, animated 
witli valour and union, might have crushed, at their first landing, the 
feeble and exhausted bands of the Roman general. But the frieriis of 
the captive king were more inclined to accept the invitations, than to 
resist tlie progress, of Belisarius ; and many a proud Barbarian disguised 
Ins avei-sion to war under the more specious name of his hatred to the 
usurper. Yet the authority and promises of Gelimer collected a for- 
midable army, and his plans were concerted with some degree of mili- 
tary skill. An order was dispatched to his brother Ammatas, to collect 
all the forces of Carthage, and to encounter the van of the Roman army 
at the distance of ten miles from the city : his nephew Gibamund, with 
two thousand horse w\as destined to attack their left, when the monarch 
himself, who silently follow ed, should charge their rear, in a situation 
which excluded them from the aid, or even the view, of their fleet. But 
the rashness of Ammatas was fatal to himself and his country. He 
anticipated the hour of attack, outstripped his tardy followers, and was 
pierced with a mortal wound, after he had slain with his own hand 
twelve of his boldest antagonists. His Vandals fled to Carthage ; the 
highway, almost ten miles, was streived with dead bodies ; and it seemed 
incredible, that such multitudes could be slaughtered by the swords of 
three hundred Romans. The nephew of Gelimer was defeated, after a 
slight combat, by the six hundred MaSsagetss : they did not equal the 
third part of his numbers : but each Scythian was fired by the example 
of his chief, who gloriously exercised the privilege of his family, by 
riding foremost and alone to shoot the first arrow against the enemy. 
In tlie meanwhile, Gdimer himself, ignorant of the event, and mis- 
guided by the windings of the hills, inadvertently passed the Roman 
Hrmy> and readied the scene of action where Ammatas had fallen. Ho 
wept the fate of his brother and of Carthage, charged with irrestible 
fury the advancing squadrons, and might have pursued, and perfiaps 
decided, the victory, if he had not wasted those inestimable moments m 
the discharge of a vain, though pious, duty to die dead. IVhile his 
spirit was broken by this mournful office, ho heard the trumpet of Beli- 
sarius, who, leaving Antonina and his infantry in the camp, pressed for- 
ward with his guards and the remainder of the cavalry to rally his 
flying troops, and to restore the fortune of the day. Muen room could 
not bo found in this disorderly battle for the talents of a general; but 
the king fled before the hero : and the Vandals, accustomed only to a 
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perity debCA'ted the cduse of tlie Vatidald. Your nephew Gibamund, 
your brother Ammatas, have been betrayed to death ov the cowardice 
of their followers. Our horses, our ships, Carthage itself, and all Africa, 
“ arc in tlie j^ower of the enemy. Yet the Vandals still prefer an ignomi- 
nious repose at the expense of their wives and children, their wealth and 
liberty. Nothing now remains, except the field of Bulla, and tlie hope of 
your valour. Abandon Sardinia; fly to our relief; restore our empire, or 
perish by our side.” On the receipt of this epistle, Zano imparted 
liih grief to the principal Vandals ; but the intelligence was prudently 
concealed from the uati^ es of the island. The troops embarked in one 
hundred and twenty gdlleys at tlie port of Cagliari, cast anchor the 
third day on the coniines of Mauritania, and hastily pursued their 
march to join the royal standard in the camp of Bulla. Mournful was 
the interview : the two brothers embraced ; they wept in silence ; no 
«luestions were asked of the Sardinian victory; no inquiries were made 
of the African misfortunes; they saw before their eyes the whole extent 
of their calamities ; and the absence of their wives and children afforded 
a melancholy proof, that either death or captivity had been their lot. 
'file languid spirit of tl e Vandals was at length awakened and united 
by the entreaties of their king, the example of Zano, and the instant 
danger which threatenetl their monarchy and religion. The military 
strength of the nation advanced to battle ; and such was the rapid in- 
crease, that, before their army reached Tricameron, about twenty miles 
from Carthage, they might boast, perhaps w ith some exaggeration, that 
they surpassed, in a tenfold proportion, the diminutive powers of the 
Homans. But these powers were under the command of Belisarius : 
and, as lie w^as conscious of their superior merit, he permitted the Bar- 
biirians to surprise him at an unseasonable hour. The Romans were in- 
stantly under aims; a rivulet covered their front; the cavalry formed 
the first line, which Belisarius supported in the centre, at the head of 
five hundred guards ; the infantry, at some distance, was posted in the 
second line ; and the vigilance of the general watched the separate sta- 
tion and ambiguous faith of the Massagetaa, who secretly reserved their 
aid for the conquerors. The liistorian has inserted, and the reader may 
easily supply, the speeches(l) of the commanders, who, by arguments 
the most apposite to their situation, inculcated the importance of vic- 
tory, and the contempt of life. Zano, with the troops winch liad fol- 
lowed him to the conquest of Sardinia, was placed In the centre ; and 
the throne of Genseric might have stood, if the multitude of Vundah^ 
had imitated their intrepid resolution. Casting away their lances and 
missile weapons, they drew their swords, and expected the charge ; the 
Roman cavalry thrice passed the rivulet ; they were thrice repuki^d ; 
and the conflict was firmly maintained till Zano fell, and the standard 
of Belisarius was displayed. Gelimer retreated to his camp ; the Huns 
joined the pursuit ; and the victors despoiled the bodies of the slain. 
Yet no more than fifty Homans, and eight hundred Vandals, were found 
on the field of battle ; so inconsiderable was the carnage of a day, which 
extinguished a nation, and transferred the empire of Afrfca. In the 
evening, Belisarius led his infantry to the attacK of the camp ; and the 
pusillanimous flight of Gelimer exposed the vanity of his recent decla- 
rations, tliat, to the ranqulslied, death was a relief, like a burden, and 
infamy the only olyect of terror. Hia departure tt«S SeCfCt i JlUt aS SOOB 
as the VanauU dUcovered that their liad deserted them, they 

hastily dispersed, anxious only for their personal safety, and careless of 
every object that is dear or valuable to mankind. The Romans entered 
tlie camp without resistance : and the wildest scenes of disorder \vere 
veiled in the darkness and confusion of the night. Every barbarian who 

O) Tliese omMons ahvavs express the sense of ihc limes, and sometimes of the actors. I 
)iav4 condensed that sense, and thiuiMi away declamation. 
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met their sirords was inhumanly massMred ; their widows and daugh- 
ters, as rich heirs, or beautiful concubines, were embraced by the licen- 
tious soldiers ; and avarice itself was almost satiated with the treasure*) 
gold and sib'er, the accumulated fruits of conquest or economy in a 
long period of prosperity and peace. In this frantic search, the troops, 
even of Belisarius, forgot their caution and respect. Intoxicated with 
lust and rapine, they explored in small parties, or alone, the adjacent 
fields, the woods, the rocks, and the caverns, that might possibly con- 
ceal any desirable prize : laden with booty, they deserted their ranks, 
and wandered, without a guide, on the high road to Carthage ; and if 
the flying enemies had dared to return, very few of the conqueroi*8 would 
have escaped. Deeply sensible of the dis^ace and danger, Belisarius 
passed an apprehensive night in the field oi victory : at the dawn of day, 
he planted nis standard on a hill, recalled his guards and veterans, and 
gradually restored the modesty and obedience of the camp. It was 
equally the concern of the Roman general to subdue the hostile, and to 
save the prostrate Barbarian ; and the suppliant Vandals, who could be 
found only in churches, were protected by his authority, disarmed, 
and separately confined, that they might neither disturb the public 
peace, nor become the victims of popular revenge. After dispatching a 
light detachment to tread the footsteps of Gelimer, he advanced with 
his whole army, about ten days* march, as far as I^po Regius, which 
no longer possessed the relics of St. Augustin.(l) The season, and the 
certain intelligence that the Vandal had fled to the inaccessible country 
of the Moors, determined Belisarius to relinquish the vain pursuit, and 
to fix his winter quarters at Carthage. From thence he dispatched his 
principal lieutenant, to inform the emperor, that in the space of three 
months he had acliiovcd the conquest of Africa. 

Belisarius spoke the language of truth. The surviving Vandals 
yielded, without resistance, their arms and their freedom ; the neigh- 
bourhood of Carthage submitted to his presence ; and the more distant 
provinces were suc<*essively subdued by the report of his victory. Tri- 
poli was confirmed in her voluntary allegiance ; Sardinia and Corsica 
surrendered to an officer, who carried, instead of a sword, the head of 
the valiant Zano ; and the isles of Majorca, Minorca, and Yvica, con- 
sented to remain an humble appendage of the African kingdom. C«esarea, 
a royal city, which in looser geography may be confounded with the 
modern Algiers, was situate thirty days* march to the westward ol Car- 
th.ye. by land, the road was infested by the Moors; but the sea was 
open, and the Romans were now masters of the sea. An active and dis- 
creet tribune sailed as far as the straits, where he occupied Septem or 
Ceuta,(2, which rises opposite to Gibraltar on the African coast ; that 
remote place was afterward adorned and fortified by Justinian ; and he 
seems to have indulged the vain ambition of extending his empire to the 
columns of Hercules. He received the messengers of victory at the 
time when he was preparing to publish the pandects of the Roman law ; 
and the devout or jealous emperor celebrated the divine goodness, and 
confessed, in silence, the merit of his successful general.(S) Impatient 

(1) The relics of St. Auitustin were carried hy the African bishops to then Sardiiihni exile : 
(A. D. 500 ) and it WM believed in (be eighth century, that I iiitprand, king <u>t the Lombards 

(iniioportcfl ilicot (/!• 7?ii) froiii Suidiiiia to rdviai lu tbe ^cor (he Auguithi 

of that city /bf/fid u briek nrch, ninrble coffin, «ttver case, silk wiapner, bones, blood, Htc and 
perhaps uu Inscription of Agostliio, in t.otlilc letters. Out tbls useful Olscovcry has hecii dis- 
puted by reason and jealousy. (Udruiiius, Aimal. A. D. 725. no. 2—9. Tiilen«otit, Mem. Er- 
cles. tom. xiii p 944. Montfaucoii, Diariiini ital. p. 26—30. Mnratori. Antiq. Itai Medli ♦vi. 
tom. V dissert 58. p. 9. wltn bad composed a separate treatise before the detree of the btshop 
(ifPdVia, and pope Benedict XIII.) 

(2) Ta r^^f•fro^^Teiat is the expression of Procopius (de Edific Iib. vi c. 7 ). 

ftMiia, which has been tiefaced b> the Portuguese, riotirisbed in nobles and palates, in agri* 
cnltnre and mainifaciiiies, under the more prosperous reign of the Arabs (I'Afrique de Marniol. 
tom il< p. 986 ) 

(,1) bee the second and thud picambhsto the Digest, oi rendects, promulgated A. D.533, 
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to abolitih the temporal and ^iritual tyranny of the VandaiU^ )io pro^ 
ceeded^ without delay, to the full establishment of the Catholic church. 
Her jurisdiction, w<^th, and immunities, perhaps the most essential 
piu't of episcopal religion, were restored and amplified with a liberal 
hand ; tho Ariiin woi*^ip was suppressed ; tho Doiiatist meetings were 
proscribed ;(X) and the synod of Carthage, by the voice of two hundred 
and seventeen bishop8,(3) applauded the just measure of retaliation. 
On such an occasion, it may not be presumed, that many orthodox pre<» 
Icites were absent ; but the comparative smallness of their number, whicit 
in ancient councils had been twice or even thrice multiplied, most clearly 
indicates the decay both of the church and state. Wnile Justinian ap- 
proved himself the defender of the faith, he entertained an ambitious 
hope, that his victorious lieutenant would speedily enlarge the harrow 
limits of his dominion to the space wliich they occupied before the inva- 
sion of the Moors and Vandals ; and Belisarius was instructed to esta- 
blish five iiiifies or commanders in the convenient stations of Tripoli, 
Leptis, Cirta, Csesarea, and Sardinia, and to compute the military force 
of palatines or harder ers that might be sufficient for the defence of 
Africa. The kingdou of tho Vandals was not unworthy of the presence 
of a praetorian prefect ; and four consulars, three presidents, were ap- 
pointed to administer the seven provinces under his civil jurisdiction. 
The number of their subordinate officers, clerks, messengers, or assist- 
ants, was minutely expressed ; three hundred and ninety-six for the 
prefect himself, fifty for each of his vicegerents; and the rigid definition 
of tlieir fees and siuaries was more effectual to conform the right, than 
to prevent the abuse. These magistrates ndght be oppressive, but they 
w'cre not idle; and the subtle questions of justice and revenue were 
infinitely propagated under the new government, which professed to 
revive the freedom and equity of the lloman republic. The conqueror 
was solicitous to exact a prompt and plentiful supply from liis African 
subjects ; and he allowed them to claim, even in the third degi’ee, and 
from the collateral line, the houses and lands of which their families liad 
been unjustly despoiled bv the Vandals. After the departure of Beli- 
sarius, who acted by a hign and special commission, no ordinary pro\ i- 
sion was made for a master-general of the forces ; but the office of prie- 
torian prefect was intrusted to a soldier ; the civil and military powers 
were united, according to the practice of Justinian, in the chief gover- 
nor ; and the representative of the emperor in Africa, as w’ell as in 
Italy, was soon distinguished by the i^pellation of Exarch.(3) 

y ct the conquest of Africa was imperfect, till her former sovereign 
was delivered, either alive or dead, into the hands of the Romans. 
Doubtful of the event, Gelimer had given secret orders that a part of 
his treasure should be transported to Spain, where he hoped to find a 
secure refuge at the court of the king of the Visigoths. But these inter - 
tions were disappointed by accident, treache^, and the mdefatigabJe 
pursuit of his enemies, who intercepted his night from the sea-shoro, 
and chased the unfortunate monarch, with some faithful followers, tf> 
the inaccessible mountain of Papua, (4) in the inland country of Numi- 
dia. He was immediately besieged by Pharas, an officer whose truth 

De€<‘mber 16; To tbe titles of yandallcus aiKl J/ricunus, Justinian, or rather Betlsat ins, bnd 
acquired a jnst claim : G^thicus was premature, and Framicaf (Use, ttid offlsjt^ve to a great 
nation. 

0) See the original acts m Basonins (A D. 535* no. 21—54.'). The emperor applauds liis 
own clemettcy to the heretics, cum sittnciab eis vivere. 

(2) Puplii (OefigtapU. Sacra Africans, p. 59 ad Opiat. Mitev.) observes and bewails this 
episcopal decay. In the more proHprrous age of tbe church, he had noticed six hundred and 
ninety tiisbopries: but however ininiite were the dioceses, it is not probable, tbat they all 
existed at the same time. 

(3) The African la^ Justiulaii aie illusiraUd by his German biographer (Cod. lib. 1. ut. 
27. No-el. 36, 37. 131. Vit, Justmiaii. p.349->3Tr;. 

Mount Piipuu IS placed by d*Auville (tom ill. p 92. .'ind fabiil Imp. Rom. Oecideut.j, 
near Hippo Hegiiis iind the tea ; >et tills siioation ill <ierees with the long puriiui beyond 
Hippo, and the woids of rrocopUii (iih ii. c. 4 ), €»» tou eaxurote. 
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and sobriety were the more applauded, as such qualities e^uld seldom 
he found among the Heruli, the most eoiTupt of the Barbarian tribes. 
To hia vi^lance Belisarius had intrusted this important charge ; and, 
afuer a bold attempt to scale the mountain, in which he lost a hundred 
and ten soldiers, Fharas expected, during a winter siege, the operation 
of distress and famine on the mind of the Vandal king. From the 
softest habits of pleasure, from the unbounded command of lndustr>' and 
wealth, he was reduced to share the poverty of the Moors, (1) support- 
able only to themselves by their ignorance of a happier conoition. In 
their rude hovels of mud and hurdles, which connned the smoke and 
excluded the light, they promiscuously slept on the ground, perhaps on 
a sheep-skin, with their wives, their children, and their cattle. Sordid 
and scanty were their gai*ments ; the use of bread and wine was un- 
known ; and their oaten or barley cakes, imperfectly baked in the ashes, 
were devoured almost in a crude state by the hungry savages. The 
liealth of Gelimer must have sunk under these strange and un- 
wonted hardships, from whatsoever cause they had been endured ; hut 
Ins actual miseiy was embittered by the recollection of past greatnc'^s, 
the daily insolence of his protectors, and the just apprehension, that the 
light and venal Moors might be tempted to betray the rights of hospi- 
tality. The knowledge of ins situation dictated the humane and frienuly 
epistle of Pharas. Like youi’self (said the chief of the Ileruli) I am 
ail illiterate Barbarian, but I speak the language of plain sense, rtiid 
an honest heart. Why will you persist in hopdess obstinacy ? AVhy 
will yon ruin yourself, your family, and nation? The love of freedom 
** and abhorrence of slavery ? Alas ! my dearest Gelimer, are you not 
already the worst of slaves, the slave of the vile nation of the Moors ; 
Would it not be prefenible to sustain at Constant! uoplo a life of po- 
verty and servitude, rather than to reign tlie undoubted monarcli of 
the mountain of Papua ? Jlo you think it a disgrace to be the subject 
** of Justinian? Belisarius is his subject ; and we ourselves, whose birth 
is not inferior to your own, are not ashamed of our obedience to the 
Roman emperor. That generous prince will grant you a rich inlierit- 
ance of lands, a place in the senate, and the dignity of patrician : such 
are his gracious intentions, and you may depend with full assurance 
‘ on the word of Belisarius. So long as heaven has condemned us to 
‘ suffer, patience is a virtue ,• hut if we reject the proffered deliveraiu;e, 

‘ it dcgerienitcs into blind and stupid despair.'' — I am not insensible, 

‘ (replied the king of the Vandals) how kind and rational is your 
‘ advice. But I cannot persuade myself, to become the slave of an 

* unjust enemy, who has aoserved my implacable hatred* Him 1 had 
' never injured either by word or deed ; yet he has sent against me, 1 
' know not from whence, a certain Belisarius, who h|^ cast me headlong 

from the throne into this ^yss of misery. Justinian is a man ; he is 

* a prince ; does he not dread for himself a similar reverse of fortune ? 

‘ I can write no more ; my grief oppresses me. Send me, I beseecli 

you, my dear Pharas, send me a lyre,(2) a sponge, and a loaf of bread.'' 
From the Vandal messenger, Pharas was informed of the motives of 
this singular request. It was long since the king of Africa had tasted 
bread ; a deiluxion had fallen on his eyes, the effect of fatigue or inces- 
sant weeping ; and he wished to solace the melanelioly hours, by singing 
to the lyre the sad story of his own misfortunes. The humanity of 
Pharas was moved ; he sent the three extraordinary gifts ; but even his 
humanity prompted him to redouble the vig^ilance of his guard that he 

(1) Shaw (Travels, p. 220 ) most accurately represents the manners of the lledowreiis and 
Kahyles, the last of vflnnii, hy tliclr laiiKuage, ai« the reiiuiaiit of the Moors : yet bow changed-* 
how civilized are these modern savages I provisions are plenty among tliein, a.id bread is 

(2) By Procopius it is styled a fvre, perhaps harp would have been mare national, The 
instruments of music ate ilius dUtiiiguisbcd by VenntUins Portuiiatus 

Ilomamisaue tibl plaudit, Barbaras harpih 
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mi^ht sooner compel his prisoner to embrace a resolution advantagfeous 
to the Romans^ but salutary to himself. The obstinacy of Gelimer at 
Icn^h yielded to reason and necessity ; the solemn assurances of safety 
and honourable treatment were ratified in the emperor's name, by the 
ambassador of Bellsarius; and the kiii^ of the Vandals descended from 
the mountain. The first public interview was in one of the suburbs of 
(Jartha^, and when the royal captive accosted his conqueror, he burst 
into a fit of laughter. The crowd might naturally believe, that extreme 
grief had deprived Gelimer of his senses ; but in this mournful state, 
unseasonable mirth insinuated to more intelligent observers, that the 
vain and transitory scenes of human greatness are unworthy of a serious 
thought.(l) 

Their contempt was soon justified by a new example of a vulgar 
truth ; that flattery adheres to power, and envy to superior merit. The 
chiefs of the Roman army presumed to think themselves the rivals of a 
hero. Their jirivate dispatches maliciously affirmed, that the contpieror 
of Africa strong in his reputation and the public love, conspired to scat 
himself on the thro^'e of the Vandals. Justinian listened with too 
patient an ear ; and his silone was the result of jealousy rather than of 
confidence. An honourable alternative, of remaining in the pro\ nice, 
or of returning to the capital, was indeed submitted to the discretion of 
Belisarius ; but he wisely concluded, from intercepted letters, and llie 
knowledge of his sovereign's temper, that he must either resign his 
head, erect his standard, or confound his enemies by his presence and 
submission. Innocence and courage dcculed his choice; his guarJ'^, 
captives, and treasures, were diligently embarked ; and so pro'^perous 
was the navigation, that his arrival at Constantinople preceded any cer- 
tain account of his departure from the port of Carthage. Such unsus- 
pecting loyalty removed the apprehensions of Justinian: envy w^as 
silenced and inflamed by the public gratitude ; and u third Africanus 
obtained the honours of a triumph, a ceremony which the city of Con- 
stantinople had never seen, and which ancient Rome, since the reign of 
Tiberius, had reserved for the auspicious arms of the Caesars.(2) From 
the palace of Belisarius, the procession was conducted through the prin- 
cipal streets of the hi]modrome ; and this memorable day seemed to 
avenge the injuries of Gcnseric, and to expiate the shame of the Ro- 
mans. The wealth of nations was displayed, the trophies of martial or 
effeminate luxury ; rich armour, golaen thrones, and the chariots of 
state which had been used by the Vandal queen ; the massy furniture 
of the royal banquet, the splendour of precious stones, the elegant forms 
of statues and vases, the more substantial treasure of gold, and the holy 
vessels of the Jewish temple, which, after their long peregrinaliun, were 
respectfully deposited in the Christian church of Jerusalem. A long 
train of the noblest Vandals reluctantly exposed their lofty stature anu 
manly countenance. Gelimer slowly aavanced ; he was cl id in a purple 
robe, and still maintained the majesty of a king. Not a tear escaped 
from his eyes, not a sigh was heard ; but his pride or piety derived some 
secret consolation from the words of Solomon,(3) which he repeatedly 
pronounced, ** Vanity J vanity i all is vanity Instead of ascending a 

(1) Herodotus elegantly describes the strange effects of grief In anotiier roval ca|)tlve, 
Psaniineticbiis of Egypt, who wept at ttie leaser, and was bileiit at the gieatCAt of his caltiinl- 
ties (lib ill. c. 14.). In the ii'iterview of Paiilus ^miliiis and Parses, Belisarius tniglii study 
Ills part : but it is probable that he never read either Livy or Plutarch ; and it Is ceitalii that 
bis generosity did not need a tutor 

(2) Alter the title of imperator iind lost the old military sense, and the Roman uuvpuef 
were abolished by Christianity (see La Bietene, Mem. de i'Academie, tom. xxi. p. 302— 332), 
a triumph might be given with less incuiisistciicy to a private general. 

(3) If the Ecclesiastes lie truly a work of Soluaioii, and not, like Prior’s poem, a pious and 
mural cumposttiuti of more recent times, in bis name, and on the subject of bis repentance. 

1 be iHitcr Is the opinion of the learned and fVee spirited Urotius (Opp. Theolog tom. i. p. 
9AK ) : and indeed the Ecclesiastes and Proverbs display a la iger compass of thought uiid expe> 
riciice than seem to belong either to a Jew or a king. 
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triuniplial car drawn by four horses or elephants, the modest conqueror 
marched on foot at the head of liis brave companions; his prudence 
might decline an honour too conspicuous for a suoject : and his ma^na« 
n’tnity might justly disdain what had been so often sullied by the vilest 
of tyrants. The glorious procession entered the gate of the hippo- 
drome ; was saluted by the acclamations of the senate and people ; and 
halted before the throne where J ustinian and Theodora were seated to 
receive the homage of the captive monarch and the victorious hero. 
They both performed the customary adoration ; and, failing prostrate 
on the ground, respectfully touched the footstool of a priuce who had 
not unsheathed his sword, and of a prostitute who had danced on the 
theatre : some gentle violence was used to bend the stubborn spirit of 
the granilson of Genseric; and, however trained to servitude, the genius 
of Reiisariue must have secretly rebelled. He was immediately declared 
consul for the ensuing year, and the day of his inauguration resembled 
the pomp of a second triumph ; his curule chair was borne aloft on the 
shoulders of captive Vandals ; and the spoils of war, gold cups, and rich 
girdles, were profusely scattered among the populace. 

Rut the purest reward of Belisarius was in the fidthful execution of 
a tie.ity, for which his honour had been pledged to the king of the Van- 
dals. Tli(» religious scruples of Gehmer, who adhered to the Arian 
heresy, were in compatible with the dignity of senator or patrician ; but 
he received fiom the emperor an ample estate in the province of Galatia, 
uhere the abdiciited monarch retired with his family and friends, to a 
life nf peace, of affluence, and perhaps of content.(l) The daughters 
of Hilderic w ere entertained with the respectful tenderness due to their 
age and misfortune ; and Justinian and Theodora accepted the honour 
of educating and enriching the female descendants of the great Theo- 
dosius. The bravest of the Vandal youth were distributed into five 
squadrons of cavalry, which adopted the name of their benefactor, and 
supported in the Persian wars the glory of their ancestors. But these 
rare eveeptions, the reward of birth or valour, are insufficient to explain 
the f.»tc of a nation, w'hose numbers, before a short and bloodless war, 
amounted to more than six hundred thousand persons. After the exile 
of their king and nobles, the servile crowd might purchiise their safety, 
by abjuring their character, religion, and language ; and their degene- 
rate iiosterity would be insensiDly mingled with the common herd of 
Airirnn sulijects. Yet even in the present age, and in the heart of the 
Mooiihh tribes, a curious traveller has discovered the white complexion 
and long flaxen hair of a northern rac^e ;(2) and it was formerly be- 
lieved, that tlie boldest of the \^dals fled beyond the power, or 
even the knowledge of the Romans, to enjoy their solitary free- 
dom on the shores of the Atlantic ocean.(3) Africa had been their 
empire, it became their prison ; nor could they entertain a hope, or even 
a wish, of returning to the banks of the Elbe, where their brethren, of 
a spirit less adventurous, still wandered in their native forests. It was 
impossible for cowards to surmount the barriers of unknown seas and 
hostile Barbarians ; it was impossible for brave men to expose their 
nakedness and defeat before the eyes of their countrymen, to describe 
the kingdoms which they had lost, and to claim a share of the humble 
inheritance, which, in a happier hour, they had almost unanimously 


(IJ III the Reliuire of Marniontel, the king and the conqueror of Africa meet, sup, and con. 
verse, without recollecting each other It is surely a lault of that irunance, that not only 
the hero, but ail to whom he bad been so conspicuously known, appear to have lost their 
eyes or their memory. 

(2) >haw, p !& Yet since Procopius lib. 11 c 1.^.) speaks of a people of mount Allas, as 

already distinguished by white bodies and yellow hair, the phenomenon fwhich is likewise 

visible 111 the Andes of Peru, Buffbii, lorn. lii. p 5(M ) may naturally he ascribed to the tleva- 
tion of the ground, and the temperature of the air ^ ^ 

(5) I he geographer of Ravenna (lih iii c. 11 p 129—151. Paris, 1688.) describes the Man. 

ritama Gadttana (opp«)8ite to Cadiz,), iibl gens Vandaioruiii, a Belisario dcvicta In Africa, 
fttgit, ct nuiiquanfi coinparnit. 
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renounced.(l) In the country between the Elbe and the Oder, several 
jH>pulous villager of Lusatia are inhabited by the Vandals : they still 
preserve their language, their customs, and the purity of their blood ; 
support, with some impatience, the Saxon, or Prussian yoke ; and serve 
with secret and voluntary sdlegiance, the descendant of their ancient 
king^ who in his garb and present fortune is confounded with the 
meanest of his vas8als.IS) name and situation of this unhappy 

people might indicate tneir descent from one common stock with the 
conquerors of Africa* But the use of a Bclavonian dialect mbre clearly 
represents them as the last remnant of the new colonies, who succeeded 
to the genuine Vandals, already scattered or destroyed in the age of 
Proc<miu8.(3) 

If Belisarius had been tempted to hesitate in his allegiance, he might 
liave urged, even against the emperor himself, the indispensable duty of 
saving Africa from an enemy more barbarous than the Vandals. The 
origin of the Moors is involved in darkness ; they were ignorant of the 
use of letters.(4) Their limits cannot be precisely defined : a boundless 
continent was open to the Libyan shepherus ; the change of seasons and 
pastures regulated their motions ; and their rude huts and slender fur- 
niture were transported with the same ease os their arms, their families, 
and their cattle, which consisted of sheep, oxen, and camels.(5) During 
the vigour of the Roman power, they observed a respectful distance 
from Carthage and the sea-shore ; under the feeble reign of the Vandals, 
they invaded the cities of Numidia, occupied the sea-coast from Tangier 
to Cffisaria, and pitched their camps, with impunity, in the fertile |)ro- 
vince of Byzacium* The formidable strength and artful conduct of 
Belisarius secured the neutrality of the Moorish princes, whose vanity 
aspired to receive, in the emperor's name, the ensigns of their regal 
dignity.(6) They were astonished by the rapid event, and trembled in 
the presence of their conqueror. But his approaching departure soon 
relieved the apprehensions of a savage and superstitious people ; the 
number of their wives allowed them to disre^rd the safety of their in- 
fant hostages ; and when the Roman generm hoisted sail in the port of 
Carthage, lie heard the cries, and almost beheld the flames, of the deso- 
lated province. Yet he persisted in his resolution ; and, leaving only 
a part of his aiards to reinforce the feeble garrisons, he Intrusted the 
command of ^rica to the eunuch Solomon,(7) who proved himself not 
unworthy to be the successor of Belisarius. In the first invasion, some 
detachments, with two officers of merit, were surprised !ind intercepted ; 
but Solomon speedily assembled his troops, marched from Carthage into 

(1) A Biiigle voice Iiad protested, and Oenseric dismissed, witboiit a formal au<>wor, tlie 
\audals of Ocrniany but those of Airicu derided his prudence, and atfected to despUe tlic 
poverty of their foresU (Vrocopius, V'iiidal hb i < TJ.), 

(2) 1 loin the muiitli of the great elector On 1087), loUius dc<>oi ibes the secret royalty and 
rebellious splilt of the VaodaU of Branden burgh, who could innster fiveni six tboitsand sol- 
diers w1h> had procured some cannon, Ac. (Itinerar. Huiigar p. 4*2 apnd Dnbot, Hist de la 
Monarchic I'raiisoisc, tom. i p 183, 183 ) Tlie veracjiy, not of the elector, but ut ToUius 
Itiinself, may jnsily be suspected 

(3) Piocopms (lib 1 c 2^,) was In total daikness— ovi* fxvtjjxtj 'r<c ovtt wofia cv c/ie 
<ru)CtfTat. Under the reign of Dagobert, (A D 650.) the Sclavoiiiaii tribes of the Soibi and 
Veiifdi already bordered on Ihurlogia. (Mascoii, Hist, of tlie Germans, 15 3—5 ) 

(4) Sallust represents the Moirs as a remnant of the army of Heracles, (de Bell. Jiigorth. 

c. 21.) and Procopius, (Vandal lib ii c. 10 ) as the posicrity of the t'aiianeatis who (led 
from the robber Joshua He quotes two coliinii.s, with a Hha’iiiciau inscription, 

i believe in tlie columns- 1 doubt the iiMcription— and 1 reject the pedigree. 

(5) Virgil (Gcorgic. 3, 538 ) and l*omponius Mela, (1. 8 ) desuiibe tlie wandering life of the 
African shepherds, .nmllar to that of the Arabs aud Tartars; and Shaw (p 22'i ) is the best 
commentator on the poet and the gcogiapher. 

(6) The customary gifts were a sceptre, a crown ora cap, a white cloak, a figured tnnic 
niid shoes, all adorned with gold aud silver; noi Were these precious metals less acceptable 
lu the shape of com. (Procop. Vandal, i* c. 25.) 

(7) See the African government and waifa.e of Solomon, in Procopius. (Vandal, lib. ii. 
c. 10-13. 19, 20) He was recalled, and again restoieU; and his last victory dates m the 
thirteenth year of Justinian (A.D. 5^ ). An accident m his childhood had rendered luni a 
ciituich: (lib i c. 2 ) the other Roman generals were amply furnished with beards, irwYovor 
tirtvXajitvot. (lib. 11. c. 8.) 
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the heart of the country, and in two great battles destroyed sixty tliou- 
SHiid oC the Barbariiins. The Moors depended on their multitude^ their 
suiftness, and their inaccessible mountains; and the aspect and smell 
of t^ieir camels arc said to have produced some confusion in the Roman 
cavalry.(l) But as soon as they were commanded to dismount, they 
derided this contemptible obst^icle: as soon as the columns ascended 
the hills, the naked and disorderly crow'd was daezled by glittering arms 
and regular evolutions ; and the menacte of their femtde prophets was 
re|)e4itedly fuldlled, that the Moors should be discomfited by a Uai diess 
antagonist. The victorious eunuch advanced thirteen days* Journey 
from Carthage, to besiege mount Aurfisius,(2) the citadel, and at the 
same time the garden, of Numidiu. The range of hills, a branch of the 
great Atlas, contains, within a circumference of one hundred and twenty 
miles, a rare variety of soil and climate ; the intermediate valleys urnl 
elevated plains abound with rich pastures, perpetual streams, and fruits 
of a delicious taste and uncommon magnitu^. This fair solitude is 
decorated with the ruins of Lambesfi, a Roman city, once the seat of a 
legion, and the residence of forty thousand inhalntantfl. The Ionic tem- 
ple of iFsculapiua is encompassed with Moorish huts; and the cattle 
now graze in the midst of an amphitheatre, under the shade of Corin- 
thian columns. A sharp perpendicular rock rises above the level of the 
incruntain, where the African princes deposited their wives and treasure ; 
and a proverb is familiar to the Arabs, that the man may eat hre, who 
dares to attack the craggy cliffs and inhospitable natives of mount Au- 
rabins. This hardy enterprise wns twice attempted by the eunuch So- 
lomon: from the first, he retreated with some disgrace; and in the 
second, his patience and provisions w^re almost exhausted; and ho must 
again have retired, if he had not yielded to the impetuous courage of 
liKs troops, who audaciously scaled, to the astonishment of the Moors, 
the mountain, the hostile camp, and the summit*of the Geminian rock. 
A citadel was erected to secure this important conquest, and to remind 
the Bsu’barians of their defeat; and as Solomon pursued his march to 
the ucbt, the long-lost province of Mauritanian Sitifi was again annexed 
to the lloman empire. The Moorish w av continued several years after 
the departure of Belisarius ; but the laurels which he resigned to a 
faithful lieutenant, may be justly ascribed to hU own triumph. 

The experience of past faults, which may sometimes correct the 
mature a^e of an individual, is seldom profitable to the successive gene- 
rations of mankind. The nations of antiquity, careless of ea<*h others 
safety, were separately vanquished and enslaved by the Romans. This 
awful lesson might liave instructed the Barbarians of the west to op* 
po'^e, with timely counsels and confederate arms, the unbounded ambi- 
tion of Justinian. Yet the same error was repeated, the same conse- 
quences were felt, and the Goths, both of Italy and Spain, insensible of 
their approaching danger, beheld with indifference, and even with Joy, 
the rapid downM of the Vandals, After the failure of the royal line, 
Tlieuaes, a valiant and powerful chief, ascended the throne of Spain, 
ivJiich he had formerly aaxninistered in the name of Tbeodoric, and hia 
infant ip.’nnd6on. Under his command, the Visigoths besieged tlie for- 
tress ot Ceuta on the African coast ; but, while they spent the sabbath- 
day in [)cace and devotion, the pious security of their camp was invaded 
by a sally from the town ; ana the king himself, with some difficulty 
and danger, e&caped from the hands of a sacrilegious enemy.(3) It was 


ri) '1 his iiatiira] antIpalUy of the horse for th« camel, Is afKrmed hy the artcleutsifXenoRfton, 
Cvionsed. lib VI p. lib vii p. 485. 402 edit. Hutclilusom PotysCM. htcaugem. vH. 8, 
eiiii. Hist Nat. viii. 2ti. >li;iiaiidc N’aMir Ami lal. lib. ill c. 7 ) but it Is disproved, b> dailvex-, 
pniincr, fiJtl (kndedhytlH' hesi judges, the irleiitaJs (Voyage d’OIeanus, p 5.53.) 

(2) l*roro]uu» is the first whadestiibes iiiol at Aurajius. VaiidaL hb. it. c. 13, Oe. B4me. 
hb. vl c. 7 ) He may be ipmpartd with leo Afrirnnns, (dell Africa, parte 5, in Kamnsii), 
tom I f‘*l 77, recto) M?i mol, (lom li p 4.50 ; and sliaw, (p .56'“59 j 

(3) leidoi Cliron. p. edit. Otol. Manana, Hist. Hispaii lib. v. c. 8. p 17o. Vet ac* 
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not long before bis pride and resentment were gratified by a suppliant 
embassy from the unfortunate Gelimer^ who implored^ in his distress^ 
the aid of the Spanish monareh. But^ instead of sacrificing these un- 
worthy passions to the dictates of generosity and prudence, Theudes 
amused the ambassadors, till he was secretly informed of the loss of 
Carthage, and then dismissed them with obscure and contemptuous ad- 
vice, to seek in their native country a true knowledge of the state of 
the V’'andals.(l) The long continuance of the Italian war delayed the 
punishment of the Visigoths ; and the eyes of Theudes were closed be- 
fore they tasted the fruits of his mistaken policy. After his dearth, the 
sceptre of Spain was disputed by a civil war. The weaker candidate 
solicited the protection of Justinian ; and ambitiously subscribed a treaty 
of alliance, which deeply wounded the independence and happiness of 
his country. Several cities, both on the ocean and the Mediterranean, 
were ceded to the Roman troops, who afterwards refused to evacuate 
those pledges, as it should seem, either of safety or payment ; and as 
they were fortified by perpetual supplies from Africa, they maintained 
their impregnable stations, for the mischievous purpose of inflaming the 
civil and religious factions of the Barbarians. Seventy years elapsed 
before this painful thorn could be extirpated from the bosom of the 
monarchy ; and as long as the emperors retained any share of these re- 
mote and useless possessions, their vanity might number Spain in the 
list of their provinces, and the successors of Alaric in the rank of their 
vassals. (2) 

The error of the Goths who reigned in Italy was less excusable than 
that of their Spanish brethren, and their punishment was still more 
immediate and terrible. From a motive of private revenge, they 
enabled their most dangerous enemy to destroy their most valuable 
ally. A sister of the great Theodoric had been given in marriage to 
Thrasimond, the African king;(3) on this occasion, the fortress of 
Lilyb8Bum(4) in Sicily was resigned to the Vandals : and the princess 
Amalafrida was attended by a martial train of one thousand nobles, ard 
five thousand Gothic soldiers, who signalized their valour in the Moor- 
ish wars. Their merit was overrated by themselves, and perhaps ne- 
glected by the Vandals : they viewed the country with envy, and the 
conquerors with disdain ; but their real or fletitious conspiracy was pre- 
vented by a massacre ; the Goths were oppressed, and the captivity of 
Amalafrida was soon followed by her secret and suspicious death. The 
eloquent pen of Oassiodorus was employed to reproach the Vandal 
court with the cruel violation of every social and public duty ; but the 
vengeance which he threatened, in the name of his sovereign, might be 
derided with impunity, as long as Africa was protected by the sea, and 
the Goths were destitute of a navy. In the blind impotence of grief 
and indignation, they joyfully saluted the approach of the Romans en- 
tertained the fleet of Belisarius in the ports of Sicily, and were speedily 
delighted or alarmed by the surprising intelligence, that their revenge 
Has executed beyond the measure of their hopes, or perhaps of their 
wishes. To their friendship the emperor was indebted for the kingdom 
of Africa, and the Goths might reasonably think, that they were en- 
titled to resume the possession of a barren rock, so recently separated 

cording to Isidore, the siege of Ceuta, end the death of Theudes, happened. A, JE. II. 5S6. 
A D. 548 and the place vvas defended, not bj the Vandals, but by the Humans. 

Cl) Procopius, Vaiidal. lib I. c 24. 

(i) Set the original chronu!«* of Isidore, and the fifth and sixth liooks of the Histor> of 
Spall! by Mariana. The Rouians were finally expelled hy SninUla, the king of the Visigoti.s, 
(A. D. after their leunimi to the Catholic church 

(.3) See the marriage and fate of Amalafrida in Procopius, (Vandal lib. I c 8, 9 ) and in 
Cassiodorut, {Var lx. 1 ) the expostulation of her royal brother. Compare iikcwi&e the 
Clirotiicie of Victor 1 iinnuiiensis. 

<4) Ulybfeuni waa built by the Carthaginians, Olymp. 95 4 and in the first Panic war, a 
strong situation, and excellent harbour, rendered that place an important object to both 
nations. 
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M a nuDtial gift from the island of Sicily. They were soon undeceived 
by the haughty mandate of Belisarius, which excited their tardy and 
unavailing repentance. " The city and promontory of LUybmm (said 
the Roman general) bdonged to the Vandals^ and I claim them by 
ihe right of conquest. Your submission may deserve the favour of 
the emperor ; your obstinacy will provoke his displeasure^ and must 
kindle a war, that can terminate only in your utter ruin. If you 
compel us to take up arms, we shall contend, not to regain the pos- 
session of a single city, but to deprive you of all the provinces which 
you unjustly withhold from their lawful sovereign.” A nation of two 
hundred thousand soldiers might have smiled at the vain menace of Jus- 
tinian and his lieutenant : but a spirit of discord and disaffection pre- 
'I'ailed in Italy, and the Goths supported, with reluctance, the indignity 
of a female reign.(l) 

The birth of Amalasontha, the regent and queen of Italy,(2) united 
the two most illustrious families of the Barbarians. Her mother, the 
sister of Clovis, was descended from the long-haired kings of the Me* 
rovitiffian race ;(3) and the regal succession of the Amali was illustrated 
in the eleventh generation, by her father, the great Theodoric, whose 
merit might have ennobled a plebian origin. The sex of his daughter 
excluded her from the Gothic throne ; but his vigilant tenderness for 
his family and his people discovered the last heir of the royal line, whose 
ancestors had taken refuge in Spain ; and the fortunate Eutharie was 
suddenly exalted to the rank of a consul and a prince. He enjoyed only 
a short time the charms of Amalasontha, and the hopes of a succession ; 
and his widow, after the death of her husband and father, was left the 
guardian of her son Athalaric, and the kingdom of Italy. At the age of 
about twenty-eight years, the endowments of her mind and person had 
attained their perfect maturity. Her beauty, which# in the apprehen- 
sion of Theodora herself, might have disput^ the conquest of an em- 
peror, was animated by manly sense, activity, and resolution. Educa- 
tion and experience had cultivated her talents ; her philosophic studies 
were exempt from vanity ; and, though she expressed herself with equal 
elegance and ease in the Greek, the Latin, and the Gk>thic tongue, the 
daughter of Theodoric maintained in her counsels a discreet and impe- 
netrable silence. By a faithful imitation of the virtues, she revived the 
prosperity of his reign : while she strove, with pious care, to expiate 
the taults, and to obliterate the darker memory of his declining age. 
The diildren of Boethius and Symmachus were restored to their pateiv 
nal inheritance ; her extreme lenity never consented to inflict any cor- 

S oral or pecuniary penalties on her Roman subjects ; and she generously 
espised the clamours of the Goths, who, at the end of forty years, still 
considered the people of Italy as their slaves or their enemies. Her 
s;diitary measures were directed by the wisdom, and celebrated by the 
eloquence, of Cassiodorus ; she solicited and deserved the friendship of 
the emperor ; and the kin^oms of Europe respected, both in peace and 
war, tlie majesty of the Gothic throne. But tlu future ha])piness of the 
queen and of Italy depended on the education of her son, who was des- 
tined, by his birtn, to support the different and almost incompatible 
characters of the chief of a Barbarian camp, and the first magistrate of 
a civilissed nation. From the age of ten years,(i} Athalaric was dili- 

(1) ConfiMare the dUferctit p^ysages of Procopius (Vandal. Hb. ii. o. 5. Gothic, lib. i. c. 3 )• 
(2) For the reign and cliantcter of Amalasontha, see Procopius (Gothic, lib. i. c. S— 4. and 
Au6ed(it. c. 16. with the u<>tea ot Alemaniius); tassiodurtis. Var. 8—11. 1. and Jornandes 
(de Itetms Geticis, c. .59. and Pc Siiccessione Regtioriiiii, In Muratorl, tonij. p. "41 ) 

(5) Ihe marriage oflbcoilonc with Audetleda, the Mster of ClnviK, inajr be placed in the 
year 495, S'>oi| nller the conquest of Italy (de Ituat, Hist, des Peuples, tom ix» p. SI5), The 
iiupiials of Fiitbaric and Ama'^sontha were celebrated In 515 (Cassiodor in Cbrou. p. 453 )• 

(4) At the death of Theodoiic, fais grandson Athalaric Is described by Procopius as a boy 
at>o»t elglu yens old— okT(a 7 £ 7 oi'wr c-rq. Cassiodorus, with authority and reason, ad is tsr^ 
years to his age— liitHiituluai adhuc via deceniienu 

VoL. III. G 
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ffently instructed in the arts and sciences^ either useful or ornamental 
for a Xloman prince ; and three venerable Goths were chosen to instil 
the principles of honour and virtue into the mind of their voung king. 
But the pupil, ’«vho is insensible of the benefits, must abhor tlie restraints 
of education ; and the solicitude of the queen, \^hich affection rendered 
anxious and severe, offendecl tlie untractable nature of her son and his 
subjects* On a solemn festival, when the Goths were assembled in the 
palace of Ravenna, the royal youth escaped from his mother's apartment, 
and, with tears of pride and anger, complained of a blow" which his 
stubborn disobedience had provoked her to inllict The Barbarians re- 
sented the indignity which had been offered to their king ; accused the 
regent of conspiring against his life and crown j and imperiously de- 
manded, that the grandson of Theodoric should be rescued from the 
dastardly dificipline of women and jiedants, and educated, like a valiant 
Goth, in the society of his equals, and the glorious ignorance of his an- 
cestors. To this rude clamour, importunately urged as the voice of 
the nation, Amalasontha was compelled to yield her reason, and the 
deai'est wishes of her heart. The king of Italy was abandoned to wine, 
to women, and to ruc*ic sjiorts ; and the indiscreet contempt of the un- 

f rateful youth, betrayed the mischievous designs of his favourites and 
er enemies. Encompassed with domestic foes, she entered into a 
secret negotiation w"ith the emperor Justinian; obtained the assurance 
of a friendly reception, and had actually deposited at Dyrraebium in 
Epirus, a treasure of forty thousand pounds of gold. Happy would it 
have been for her fame and safety, if she bad calmly retired from bar- 
barous faction, to the peace and snlendour jf Constantinople. But the 
mind of Amalasontha was infiamen by ambition anil revenge; and whilfj 
her ships lay at anchor in the port, she waited fur tlie success of a crime, 
wliich her passions excused or applauded as an act of justice. Tliree of 
the most dangerous malecontents had been separately removed, under 
the pretence of trust and command, to the frontiers of Italy ; they w^ere 
assassinated by her private emissaries ; and the blood of those noblo 
Goths rendered the queeurmother absolute in the court of Ravenna, and 
justly odious to a free people. But if she had lamented the disorder of 
Iier son, she soon w^ept his irreparable loss ; and the death of Atlialaric, 
who, at the age of sixteen, was consumed by premature intemperance, 
left her destitute of any firm support or legal autliority. Instead of sub- 
mitting to the law s of her country, which held as ,i fundamental maxim, 
tli.it the succe.ssion could never pass from the lance to the di^talF, the 
daughter of Theodoric conceived the impracticable design of sharing 
w'lth one of her cousins, the regal title, and of reserving in her own 
bauds the sub^^tance of supreme poiver. He received the proposal with 
profound respect and affected gratitude , and the eloquent Ca&siodorus 
announood to tlie senate and to the emperor, that Amalasontha and 
Theodatus had ascended the throne of Italy. His birth (for his motlu. 
was the sister of Theodoric) might he considered as an iruperfcct title; 
and the choice of Amalasontha w as more strongly directed by licr con- 
tempt of his avarice and pusillanimity, which had deprived him of the 
love of the Italians, and the esteem of tlie Barbarians. But Theodatus 
was exasperated by the contempt which he deserved; her justice had 
repressea and reproached the oppression which he eacercised against his 
Tuscan neighbours; and the principal Goths, united bv common guilt 
and resentment, conspired to instigate his slow and timid disposition. 
The letters of congratulation were scarcely dispatched before the queen 
of Italy was imprisoned in a small Island of the lake of Bolsena,(l) 

(1) The lake, front the neisliboorlni{ towns of fXruria, was styled either Vulsinlensis (now 
of Bolsena) or I'arqulniensis It is sairoiinded with wiiite rocks, and stored with Ash and 
wild fowl. I lie younger iUiny (Bpist il U6) celebrates two woody islands that floated on its 
waters; if z fable, bow credulous the ancients !»if a fact, how careless the moderns! Yet 
flnee iMiny, the Island may have lieen flaed by new and gradual successions. 
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where^ after a bhoii; confinement, she was strangled in the bath, by the 
owler, or with the connivance, of the new king, wdio instructed liis tur- 
bulent s\ihjccts to shed the blood of their so\ creigns. 

finstinian beheld with joy the dissensions of the Goths; and tlie me- 
diation of anally concealed and promoted the ambitious views of the 
conqueror. His ambassadors, in their public audience, demanded the 
fortress of Lilybaeum, ten Barbarian fugitives, and a just compensation 
for the pillage of a small town on the Illyrian borders ; buttliey secretly 
negotiated w ith Theodatus, to betray the province of Tuscany, and 
tempted Amalasontha to extricate herself from danger and perplexity, 
by a free surrender of the kingdom of Italy. A false and servile epistle 
w as subscribed by the reluctant hand of tlie captive queen : but the con- 
fession of the lloinaii senators, who were sent to Constantinople, reveal- 
ed the truth of her deplorable situation ; and Justinian, by the voice of 
a new ambassador, most powerfully intei ceded for her lUe and liberty. 
Yet the ^cret instructions of the same minister w^ere adapted to serve 
the cruel jealousy of Theodora, w'ho dreaded the presence and superior 
charms of a rival : he prompted, w'lth artful and ambiguous hints, the 
execution of a crime so useful to the Homans ;(1) received the intelligence 
of her death w ith grief and indignation, and denounced, in his master's 
name, immortal war against the perfidious as.sassin. In Italy, as well 
Ob in Africa, tlie guilt of an usurper appeared to justify the arms of 
Justinian ; but the forces which ho prepared, were insunicient for tlie 
subversion of a mighty kingdom, if their feeble numbers had not been 
multiplieil by the name, the spirit, and the conduct of a hero. A chosen 
troon of guards, wlio served on horseback, and were armed with lances 
and oucklers, attended the person of Belisarius; his cavalry was com- 
posed of two hundred Iluns, three hundred Moors, aud four thousand 
vonfedet ate<, and the infantry consisted only of three thousand Isau- 
rians. Steering the same course as in his former expedition, the Roman 
consul cast anchor before Catana in Sicily, to survey the strength of 
the island, and to decide wliether he should tempt the conquest, or 
peaceably pursue his voyage to the African coast. lie found a fruitful 
land and «'i friendly people. Notwithstanding the decay of agriculture, 
Sicily still buppliecl the granaries of Home ; the farmers were graciously 
exempted from the oppression of their military quarters ; and the Goths, 
wlio trusted the defence of the island to the inliabitants, had some lea- 
son to compLiin, tluit their confidence w as ungratefully betrayed ; in- 
stead of solicting and expecting aid of tlie king of Italy, they yielded to 
tlie first summons a cheerful obedience : and this province, the first 
fruits of the Punic wars, w as again, after a long separation, united to 
the llomam empire.(2) The Gothic garrison of Pdermo, which alone 
attempted to resist, was reduced, after a short siege, by a singular stra- 
tagem. Belisarius introduced his shins into the deej)est recess of the 
harbour; their boats were laboriously hoisted with ropes and pulleys to 
the topmast head, and he filled them with archors, who, from that supe- 
rior station, commanded the rampai*ts of the city. After this easy, 
though successful campaign, tlie conqueror entered Syracuse in triumph, 
at the head of his victorious bands, distributing gold medals to the peo- 
ple, on the day which so gloriously terminated the year of the consulship. 
He passed the w inter season in tne palaco of ancient kings, amidst the 
ruins (rf a Grecian colony, w hich once extended to a circumference of 
two-and-twenty miles :(3) but in the spring, about the festival of Eas- 

O") Pioroplus tUftcreilitu his ovmi evidence (Anccdot. c ifi '1 b» confe^fcUig, lhal iti bis 
public history b« lind not the liiith. Sec the epistles troiii queen tiunaeliiia to tbe 

empiess Jlieodon (Var 10. i'l. and observes a siispHioiis noid, dt iUA persona, dec.) 
with the elaborate Coiiiineiuaiy of Biirft (tom x p 177— lti5 ). 

(2) lor the cotiqiie<i( ot Sicily, compare ibe narrative of Procopius with the rompUlinU of 

Totila (Gothic. Iih i c 5 lib. iii. c. If!.). I hf Gothic queen bad lately relieved that tbauk- 
IcsB island (var 9 10, II ). ..... 

(3) 1 he riiiclent inaii-.tiidc and spiendoui of the live quarters of Syracuse, are dehueated njr 
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ter, the proeeeution of his designs was interrupted by a dangerous revolt 
of the African forces. Carthage was saved by th^resence of Belisarius, 
who suddenly landed with a thousand guards. Two thousand soldiers 
of doubtful mith returned to the standard of their old commander : and 
he marched, without hesitation, above fifty miles, to seek an enemy 
whom he afiected to pity and despise. Eight thousand rebels trembled 
at his approach ; they were routed at the first onset, by the dexterity 
of their master : and this ignoble victory would have restored the peace 
of Africa, if the conqueror had not been hastily recalled to Sicily, to ap- 
pease a sedition which was kindled during his absence in his own camp.(l) 
Disorder and disobedience were the common maladies of the times : the 
genius to commiuid, and the virtue to obey, re^sided only in the mind of 
Belisarius. 

Although Theodatus descended from a race of heroes, he was igno- 
rant of the art, and averse to the dangers of war. Although he had 
studied the writings of Plato and Tufly, plulosophy '^as incapable of 
purifying his mind from the basest passions, avjirice and fear.* He had 
purchased a sceptre by ingratitude and murder : at the first menace of 
an enemy, he degrade i his own majesty, and that of a nation, which al- 
ready disdained their unworthy sovereign. Astonished by the recent 
example of Gelimer, he saw himself drfigged in chains through the 
streets of Constantinople ; the terrors which Belisarius inspired, were 
heightened by the eloquence of Peter, the Byzantine ambassador ; and 
that bold and subtle advocate persuaded him to sign a treaty, too igno- 
minious to become the foundation of a lastuig peace. It was stipulated, 
that, in the acclamations of the Roman people, the name of the emperor 
should be always proclaimed before that of the Gothic king ; and that 
as often as the statue of Theodatus was erected in brass or marble, the 
divine image of Justinian should be placed on its riglit hand. Instead 
of conferring, the king of Italy was reduced to solicit, the honours of the 
senate : and the consent of the emperor was made indispensable before 
he could execute, against a priest or senator, the sentence cither of 
death or confiscation. Tttie feeble monarch resigned the possession of 
Sicily ; offered, as the annual mark of his dependance, a crown of gold, 
of the weight of three hundred pounds ; and promised to supply, at the 
requisition of his sovereign, three thousand Gothic auxiliaries for the 
service of the empire. Satisfied with these extraordinary concessions, 
the successful agent of Justinian hastened his journey to Constantino- 
ple ; but no sooner had he reached the Alban Villa, (2) than he was re- 
called by the anxiety of Theodatus ; and the dialogue which passed be- 
tween the king and the ambassador deserves to be represented in its 
original simplicity. — Are you of opinion that the emperor will ratify 
this treaty?^' Perhaps. If he refuses, what consequence will ensue 
War. ‘'Will such a war be just or reasonable?” Most assured)/ . 
every one should act according to his character. " What \s your mean- 
ing ?” You are a phOosopher— Justinian is emperor of the lioinans : it 
would ill become the disciple of Plato to shed the blood of thou.^ands in 
his private quarrel; the successor of Angustus should vinchc.ite his 
rights, and recover by arms the ancient provinces of his empire. Tliis 
reasoning might not convince, but it was sufficient to alarm «nd subdue 
the weakness of Theodatus ; and ho soon descended toliis last offer, that 
for the poor equivalent of a pension of 48,000/. sterling, he would resign 


Cicero (In Verreni, actio 2. Ub Iv c. 52, 53.) SIrabo (lib. vi. p. 415 ), and d'OrvilIe Sicula 
Ctoni 11 p 174—202 ). I'he new city, rescoicd by Aujiitstiis, shrunk towards the island. 

(1) Procopius lib. it. c. 14, 15) stirleaily relates the reliiru of Rel'snnus into 

Sicily (p, 146. edit. Hoeschelli), that I am astoni'>h«d at the straufte misapprehension and re- 
proaches of R learned critic (ainvrcsdela Mothe le Va)er, tom viU. p. 162, 163). 

(2) The ailcient Alba was ruined in the llrst a^e of Koine Uu the same spot, or at least in 
the uelglibonrbood, successively arose, 1. Ibe villa of Pompey, &c. 2 A camp of the prae* 
iorian cohorts 3. the modem episcopal city of AlbRiium or Albano (Procop, Goth. Jib. II. 
c. 4. Cliivcr. Hal. Aiitlq. tom. ii. p. 914.). 
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the kingdom of the Goths and Italians^ and spend the remainder of Ms 
days in the innocent pleasures of philosophy and agriculture. 
treaties were intrusted to the hiuids of the ambsuisador^ on the frail se- 
curity of an oath, not to produce the second till the first had been 
siti/ely rejected. The event may be easily foreseen : Justinian required 
and accepted the abdication of the Gothic king. His indefatigable agent 
returned from Constantinople to Ravenna, with ample instructions ; and 
a fair epistle, which praised the wisdom and generosity of the royal phi- 
losopher, gi’anted his pension, with the assurance of such honoura, as a 
subject and a Catholic might enjoy ; and wisely referred the final execu- 
tion of the treaty, to the presence and authority of Belisarius. But in 
the interval of suspense, two Roman generals, w ho had entered the pro- 
vince of Dalmatia, were defeated and slain by the Gothic t/oops. Fronv 
blind and abject despair, Theodatus capriciously rose to gi'oundless and 
fatal presumj)tion,(l) and dared to receive v/ith menace and contempt, 
the ambassador of Justinian ; who claimed his promise, solicited the jJ- 
legiance of his subjects, and boldly assei^ed the inviolable privilege of 
his own character. The march of Belisarius dispelled this visionary 
pride ; and as the first campaign(2) was employed in the reduction of 
Sicily, the invasion of Italy is applied by Procopius to the second year 
of the Gothic war.(3) 

After Belisaniis had left sufficient garrison in Palermo and Syracuse^ 
he embarked his troops at Messina, and landed them, without resistance, 
on the opposite shores of Rhegium. A Gothic prince, who had inarrlfed 
the daughter of Theodatus, was stationed with an army to guard the 
entrance of Italy ; but he imitated, without scruple, the example of a 
sovereign, faithless to his public and private duties. The perfidious 
Ebermor deserted with his followers to the Roman camp> and was dis- 
missed to enjoy the servile honours of the Byzantine court.(4) From 
Rhegium to Naples, the fleet and army of Belisarius, almost aiw'ays in 
view of each other, advanced near three hundred miles idong the sea- 
coast. The people of Bruttium, Lucania, and Campania, w'ho abhorred 
the name ana religion of the Goths, embraced the specious excuse, that 
their ruined walls were incapable of defence; the soldiers paid a just 
equivalent for a identifuJ m;irket ; and curiosity alone interrupted the 
peaceful occupations of the husbandman or artificer. Naples, which has 
swelled to a great and populous capita], long cherished the language 
and manneis of a Grecian colony ;(5) and the choice of Virgil had enno- 
bled this elegant retreat, which attracted the lovers of rqiose and study, 
from the noise, the smoke, and the laborious opulence oi Rome.(6) As 
soon as the place was invested by sea and land, Belisarius gave audience 


n) A Sib>lline oracle was ready to pronounce— Africi capti muvdus uiui nato peribjt; a 
aetitence of portentous atiibigtiity (Gothic, iili. i c. 7 ), which has been published in iiukiiown 
characters by Op 9 op<ens, an ednor of the oracles. Ibe Pere Maltret lias promised a cum. 
ineiitary ; but all his promises have been vain and frnitlesB 

(2) In Iii3 chnniology, imitated iii some desree from 'I lincydidcs, Procopius begins each 
spring the years of Jiihtiuiaii and of the Gothic war; and bisarsi eta coincides with the first 
of Apnt 533, and not &%,arcordinK to the Annals of Baronin^ (PajI Crit tom. 11. p. 535, who 
h followed by Muratorl and the editors of Slgoiilus ). Yet in some passages we are at a loss 
to reconcile the dates of Procopius with himself, and with the Chronicle of Marcellliins. 

(3) The senes of the first Gothic war Is represented by Procopius 'lib, I c. 3— ifi). lib. h. 
c 1-30. hb. 111 . c 1.) till the captivity of Vitigcs. With the aid of bigoniiis (Opp loin I. 
de imp Gceideiit. lib. 17, 18 ) and Mnratorl (Annali u’ltaila, tom. A.) I liave gleaned some 
few additional facts. 

CO Jurnandes, de Rebus Gelicis, c. K. p. 702. edit. Grot and Com. i. p. SSI, Aiuratori, 
dc Success. Regn. p. 211. . . ^ . 

(3) Nero (says Tacitus, Annal 15. 35.J Neapoliiii quasi Graecam urbem delegit. One hun- 
dred find fifty years afterward, in the tune of Sepiiminc Severus, the Hellentim of the Neapo 
litans is praised by Phllostratlis . jevor I.XX>;ver mi a<rxvK 0 i, otfee aai Tor riKV hifjfwv 

iWnviKoi eiai flcoii. lib. i. p. 7d3. edit Olear.). 

The otiuni of Naples is praised by the Roman poets, by Virgil, Horace, .Slims ItHilciii, 
and btatiiis rchiver. Hal. Ant. lib. Iv. p. 1149, U50,) In an elegant epistle (Sylv. lib. i|i. v. 
p. 84-98. edit. Marklaiid), Statius undertakes the dimcult task of drawing his wife from the 
pleasures of Rome to that cairn retreat. 
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to the deputies of the people^ who exhorted him to disregard a conquest 
unworthy of his arms, to seek the Gothic king in a field of battle, and, 
after his victory, to claim, as the sovereign of Rome, the allegiance of 
the dependant cites. — When I treat with my enemies,” replied the 
i^man chief, with a haughty smile, ** I am more accustomed to give 
than to receive counsel ; but I hold in one hand inevitable ruin, and 
in the other, peace and freedom, such as Sicily now enjoys.” The im- 
patience of delay urged him to grant the most liberal terms ; his honour 
secured their performance ; but Naples was divided into two factions ; 
and the Greek democracy was inflamed by their orators, who witli much 
spirit and some truth, represented to the miiltitde, that the Goths 
would punish their defection, and that Hclisarius himself must esteem 
their loyalty and v.'ilour. Their deliberations, however, were not per- 
fectly free ;'the city was commanded by eight hundred liarbarians, whose 
wives and children were detained at Ra\enna as the pledge of their 
fidelity ; and even the Jews, wlio were rich and numerous, resisted with 
desperate enthusiasm, the intolerant laws of Justinian. In a much later 
period, the circumference of Naples(lJ measured only tw'o thousand 
three hundred and sixty-three i)accs:(2; the fortifications w ere defend- 
ed hv precipices or the sea ; when the aqueducts ere intercepted, a 

S y of water might he draw n from wells and fountains ; and the 
of provisions was sufficient to consume the patience of the besiegers. 
At the end of tw^enty days, that of Bclisariiis was almost exhausted, and 
he had reconciled liimseLf to the disgrace of abandoning the siege, that 
he miglit march, before the winter season, against Rome and the Gothic 
king. JJut his anxiety w'as relieved by the jold curiosity of an Isaurian, 
who explored the dry channel of an aqueduct, and secretly reported, 
that a passage might be perforated to introduce a file of ai*med soldiers 
into the heart of tlie city. When the work had been silently executed, 
the humane general risked the discovery of his secret, by a last and 
fruitless admonition of the impending danger. In the darkness of the 
night, four hundred Romans entered the aqueduct, raised themselves 
by a ro])e, which they fastened to an olive tree, into the house or garden 
of a solitary matron, sounded their trumpets, surprised the sentinels, 
and gave admittance to their companions, who, on all sides, scaled the 
walls, and burst open the gates of the city. Every crime which is pu- 
nished by social justice, was piactlsed as the rights of war; the Huns 
Avere distinguished by cruelty and sacrilege, and lielisarius alone ap- 
peared in the streets and church, is of Naples, to moderate the calamities 
which lie jircdicted. TJie gold and siher," he repeatedly exclaimed, 
are the just rewards of your valour. But spaie the inhabitants, they 
are Christians, they are suppliants, they are now your fellow -Mibjects. 
Restore the children to their parents, the wives to tlioir hm lands , 
and shew them, by your generosity, of wdiat friends tlo'y ha> e obsti- 
nately deprived themselves.” The city was saved by the virtue and 
authority of its conqueror, (3) and wdicn NeopolitaiN returned to 
their houses, they found some cons^olation in the secret enjoyment of 
their hidden treasures. The Barbarian garrison enlisted in tlie service 
of the emperor ; Apulia and Calabria, dtdivercd from the odious pre- 
sence of the Goths, acknowledged his dominion ; and the tusk'* of the 

(1) This measure was taken by I after llie coiiqiitst of N.iples (V D. n.;9), which 
fae made the capital of bis new kiuiidoiti (Olannone, Istoroi < ivile, tom m. p 169 ). That 
cUy, the third in Clinslian Biirnpe, is now at least tuilve miles in cii< iiriirereiice < iuf. Csesar 
Capaccii Hist. Neopol lib. i. p. 47 ), and contains mine mlidbitants (tliire bundled and fifty 
thousand) In agnen i^pace, than any other spot in the kiiouii uorld 
(2) Not geonteirtcal, but common paces or steps, ot iwenivtwo French inches* d'Anvilfe, 
Mesnres Itineraires, p. 7, 8.) the two thousand three hundred and sivty three do not make an 
English mile. 

(S) Belisaritis was reproved by pope Sylveniis for the m'assacre. He repeopled Naples, and 
Imported colonies of African captives into Sicily, Calabria, and Apulia (Hist. Miscell, lib. xvl. 
in Muratori, tom. i p. 106, 107). 
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Calydonian boar, which W^ere still shewn at Beneventiim, are ourioualy 
described by the historian of Belisarius.^1) 

The faithful soldiers and citizens of Naples had expected their de- 
liverance from a prince, who remmued the inactive and almost indif- 
ferent spectator of their ruin. Theodatus secured his person within the 
walls of Rome, while his cavalry advanced forty miles on the Appian 
way, and encamped in the Pomptine marshes ; which, by a canal of 
nineteen miles in length, had been recently drained and converted into 
excellent pastures,(2) But tlie principal mrces of the Goths were dis- 
nersed in Dalmatia, Venetia, and Gaul ,* and the feeble mind of their 
King was confounded by the unsuccessful event of a divination, which 
seemed to presage the downfall of his empire.(3) The most abject 
slaves have arraigned the guilt, or weakness, of an unfortunate master. 
The character of Theodatus was ri|>orou'^ly scrutinized by a free and 
idle camp of Barbarians, conscious of their privilege and power : lie was 
declared unworthy of his race, his nation, and his throne ; and their 
gener.*il Vitiges, whose valour had been signalized in the Illyrian war, 
was raised, with unanimous applause, on the bucklers of his companions. 
On the fir^t rumour, the abdicated monarch iled from the justice of his 
country ; but he was pursued by private revenge. A Goth, whom he 
had jiijnred jn liji» love, overtook Theodatus on the Flaminian way, and, 
regardless of his unmanly cries, slaughtered lum, as he lay prostrate on 
the gioiind, like a victim (says the historian) at the foot of the altar, 
U’he choice of the people is the best and purest title to reign over thera: 
yet such is the prejudice of every age, that Vitiges impatiently wished 
to lot urn to Ravenna, where he might seize, with the reluctant hand of 
tlie iLi'ighter of AmalasontJia, some faint shadow of hereditary right. 
A uitrinal council was immediately held, and the new monarch recon- 
ciled the impatient sjiirit of the Barbarians, a measure of disgi’aco, 
liicli the ini'«cc>ndiict of liis predecCoSor rendered wise and indispensable. 
The Goths consented to retreat in the presence of a victorious enemy ; 
to delay till the next spring the operations of offensive war ; to sum- 
mon tl’eir scattered forces ; to relimpiij^h tlieir di'stant possessions, and 
to tru'st even Rome itself to the faith of its inliabitaiits. Leuderis, an 
aged warrior, was left in the capital with four thousand soldiers; a 
feeble garrison, which might have seconded the zeal, though it was in- 
capable of opposing the wislies, of the Romans. But a momentary en- 
tlaisia'^in of religion and patriotism was kindled in their minds. They 
funouj>ly exclaimed, that the apostolic throne should no longer bo pro- 
faned b)' the triumph or toleration of Arianism ; that the tombs of the 
CsBsars should no longer be trampled by the savages of tlie north ; and, 
without reflecting tliat Italy must sink into a province of Constan- 
tinople, they fondly hailed the restoration of a Roman emperor as a 
new era of freedom and prosperity. The deputies of the pope and 
clergy, of the senate and people, invited the lieutenant of Justinian to 
accept their voluntary allegiance, and to enter the city, whose gates 
.would bo thrown open for his reception. As soon as Belisarius had for- 
tiiied his new conquests, Naples and Cumae, he advanced about twenty 
miles to the banks of the Vulturnus, contemplated the decayed grandeur 
of Capua, and halted at the separation of the Latin and Appian ways. 

0) Benev^nitiin waa hiiilt by Diomede, the nephew of Meleager (Clover, tom. II. p. 1195, 
1196.) rheCaljdoiiian hunt is a picture of savage life. Ovid. Metamorpb. lib viil j Tbmy 
or forty heroes vtcre leagued against a hog the brutes (not the hog) quarretted with a lady 
for the head. 

(2) The Vecfnnovium is strangely confounded by Cliiverlus (tom. il. p. 1007.) wUb the 
river Ufens. It was in truth a canal of nineteen miles, from Forum Appii to Terracina, ou 
which Horace embarked lu the night. The Dccennoviuni. which Is tneniloiied by Lucan, 
Dion Cassius and Cassiodoins, has been sufficiently ruined, restored, and obliterated. (d*An* 
ville, Analyse dc Tltahe, p. 1^, &c. . ^ 

( ) A Jew gratified bis contempt and haf^dfor all the Christians, by inclosing three bands, 
each of ten bogs, and discriminated by the names of Goths, Greeks, and Roniaus. Of the 
first, almost all were found dead— almost all the second were alive— of the third, half dead, 
and the rest lost their bristles. No unsuitable emblem of the event. 
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The work of the censor, after Uie incessant use of nine centuriei^ still 
preserved its primeval beauty, and not a daw could be discovered in the 
farge polished stones, of whu^ that solid, though narrow road, was so 
firmly compacted.(l) Bellsfirius, however, preferred the Latin way, 
which, at a distance from the sea and roarshea^ skirted, in the s{>ace of 
one hundred and twenty miles along the foot of the mountains. Ilis 
enemies had disappearea: when he made his entrance through the Asi* 
narian gate, the garrison dep'arted without molestation aloi^ the Fla- 
minian way ; and the city, after sixty years servitude, was delivered from 
the yoke of the Barbarians. Leudens alone, frcnn a motive of pride or 
discontent, refused to accompany the fugitives ; and the Gothic chief, 
himself a trophy of the victory, was sent with the keys of Home to the 
throne of the emperor Justinian.(2) 

The first days, which coincided with the old Saturnalia, were devoted 
to mutual congratulation and the public joy ; and the Catholics pre* 
pared to celebrate, without a rival, the approadiing festival of the na- 
tivity of Christ. In the familiar conversation of a hero, the Romans 
acquired some notion of the virtues which history ascribed to their an- 
cestors ; they were edified by the apparent respect of Belisarius for tlie 
successor of St. Peter, and his rigid discipline secured, in the midst of 
war, the blessings of tranouillity and justice. They applauded the 
rapid success of his arms, which overran the adjacent country, as far as 
Narni, Perusia, and Spoleto : but they trembled, the senate, the clergy, 
find the un warlike people, as soon as thev^ understood that he had re- 
solved, and would speedily be reduced, to sustain a sie^e against the 
powers of the Gothic monarchy. The designs of Vitiges were executed 
during the winter-season, with diligence and effect. Prom their rustic 
habitations, from their distant garrisons, the Goths assembled at Ra- 
venna for the defence of their country ; and such were their numbers, 
that after an army had been detached for the relief of Dalmatia, one 
hundred and fifty thousand fighting men marched under the royal stan- 
dard. According to the degrees of rank or merit, the Gothic King dis- 
tributed arms and horses, rich gifts, and liberal promises ; lie moved 
along the Flaminian way, declined the useless sieges of Perusia and 
Spoleto, respected the impregnable rock of Narni, and arrived within 
two miles of Rome, at the foot of the Milvian bridge. The narrow pas- 
sage was fortified with a tower, and Belisarius had computed the value 
of the twenty days, which must be lost in the construction of another 
bridge. But the consternation of the soldiers of the tower, who either 
fied or deserte^ disappointed his hopes, and betrayed his person into 
the most imminent danger. At the head of one thousand horse, the 
Homan general sallied from the Flaminian gate to mark tho ground of 
an advantageous position, and to survey the camp of the Barbarians ; 
but while he still believed them on the other side of the I'^ber, he whs 
suddenly encompassed and assaulted by their innumerable squadrons. 
The fate of Italy depended on his lifis ; and the deserters pointed to the 
conspicuous horse, a bay,(3) with a white face, which he rode on that 
memorable day. Aim at the bay horse,” was the universal cry. 
Every bow was bent, every javelin was directed, against that fatal ab- 
ject, and the command was repeated and obeyed by thousands who were 

(1) Bergler (Hist, des Grands Cbemina des Romains, tom. i p. S?l -298. 
eaamirtes the structure and matcjrkils, white d'AnvIlle (Analyse d'ltalie, p. 200—215) dcftuea 
tM geosnpbicAt Hue. 

(2) Of the drat recovery of Rome, the year (536) is certain, from the series of events, rather 
than from the corrupt, or interpolated, text of Piocopius the mon^A (DeceinUer is asrer- 
tained Uy Evagrius ; Uh. Iv. c. 19.) and the day (the tenth) may be adinUted on the slight 
evidence of Ntcephorus CAlllsthiis (lib. xvii. c. 13.). For this accurate chronology, we aie in. 
debted to the diligence and judgment of Pagi (tom li. p. 5^, 360.). 

(.1) A horse of a bay or red colour was styled ^oAior by the Greeks, balam by the Barbarians, 
and st>.idlx by the Romans. Hoiiesll spadices, says Virgil. (Gcorgic. lib iii 79 wtth the ob- 
servations of Marlin and Heyne.) Sira«t5 or ^oiov, signlOes a branch of the palui uee, whose 
name ^poivif, is synonimous to red ( Ulus Geilius. ii. 96.}. 
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ignorant of its real motive. The bolder Barbarians advanced to the 
more honourable combat of swords and spears ; and the praise of an 
enemy has graced the fall of Visandus^ the standard*.bearer^(l) who 
maintained his foremost station^ till he was pierced with thirteen wounds^ 
perhaps by the hand of Belisarius himself. The Roman general was 
strong, active, and dexterous : on every side he discharged his weighty 
and mortal strokes: his faithful guaras imitated his valour, and de- 
fended his person ; and the Goths, after the less of a thotisaud men, 
fled before the arms of a hero. They were rashly pursued to their camp ; 
and the Romans, oppressed by multitudes, made a gradual, and at length 
a precipitate, retreat to the gates of the city ; the gates were shut 
against the fugitives ; and the public terror was increased, by the re- 
port that Belisarius was slain. *His countenance was indeed aisfi^red 
by sweat, dust, and blood ; his voice was hoarse, his strength was admost 
exhausted ; but his unconquerable spirit still remained ; he imparted 
that spirit to his desponding companions ; and their last desperate 
charge was felt by the flying Barbarians, as if a new army, vigorous and 
entire, had been poured from the city. The Flaminian gate was thrown 
open to a real triumph ; but it was not before Belisarius had visited 
every post, and provided for the public safety, that he could be per- 
suaded by his wife and friends, to taste the needful refreshments of 
food and sleep. In the more improved state of the art of war, a gene- 
ral is seldom required, or even permitted, to display the Mjgsojpal prowess 
of a soldier ; and the example of Belisarius may be add^ tii the rare 
examples of Henry IV. of Pyrrhus and of Alexander. 

After this first and unsuccessful trial of their enemies, the whole army 
of the Goths passed the Tiber, and formed the siege of the city, which 
continued above a year, till their final departure. Whatever fancy may 
conceive, the severe compass of the geographer defines the circumference 
of Home within a line of twelve miles ana three hundred and forty-fivo 
paces ; and that circumference, except in the Vatican, has ini ariably 
been the same from the triumph of Aurelian to the peaceful but obscure 
reign of the modern popes. (2) But in the day ox her p*eatness, the 
space within her walls was crowded with habitations and inhabitants ; 
and the populouS^ suburbs, t>iat stretched along the public ronde», w'ere 
darted like so many rays from one common centre. Adversity swept 
a^vay these extraneous ornaments, and left naked and desolate a con- 
siderable part even of the seven hills. Yet Rome, in its present state, 
could send into the field above thirty thousand males, of a military 
age ;(^3) and notwithstanding the w ant of discipline and exercise, the far 
gi-euter part, inured to the hardships of poverty, might be capable of 
bearing ax'-ms for the defence of their country and religion. The pru- 
dence of Belisarius did not neglect this important resource. His sol- 
diers were relieved by the zeal and diligence of the people, who watched 
while slept, and laboured while reposed; he accepted the 
voluntary service of the bravest «^nd most indigent of the Roman youth ; 
and the companies of townsmen sometimes represented, in a vacant 
post, the presence of the troops which had been drawn away to more 
essential outies. But his just confidence was placed in the veterans 

(.1) ( interpret /SapfaXafnot, not as a proper name, but an office, standard bearer, from 
dutn (veailluiuj a batruilc woid adopted by the Greeks and Romans. (Paul Diaron nb. I. 
c. 20. p« 7fiQ. Grot. Noiiiiiia (iotbira, p .575 Ilucaiige, Gloss Latin, tom 1. p. 959, 540,) 

(2) M d*Anvlllp has given in the Memoiia of the Academy for the year 17>^, (tom. xxx. p« 
198— 2J6.) a pl^ii of Rotne on a smaller scale, but far more accurate llian tbai wblrb be bad 
delineated in 1738 for Kollin’s history. Experience had Improved his knowledge ; and la. 
stead of Rossi's topogiaphy, be used the new and excellent map of Noll, Pliny's old measure 
af thirteen must be reduced to eighteen miles. It is easier Co altera text, than to remove 
hills or buildiugt. 

(3) 111 the year 17U9, Ubat (Voyages eii Italie, tom. ill. p. SIS.) reckoned one hundred and ' 
tlnrty-eigbt thousand dve hundred and sixty-eight Christian souls, besides eight or ten Uhmi. 
sand Jews— Mitbout souls! In the year 1763, the numbers exceeded one hundred and sixty 
thousund. 
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who had fought under his banner i*i the Persian and African wars ; and 
although that gallant band v'^as reduced to five thousand men, he under- 
took, with such contemptible numbers, to defend a circle of twelve 
miles, against an army of one hundred and iifty thousand Barbarians. 
In the walls of Home, which Pelisarius constructed or restored, the 
materials of ancient architecture may be discerned ;(!) and the wlnde 
fortification was comjdetcd, except in a chasm still extant between the 
Pincian and Flaminian gates, which the prejudices of the Goths and 
Romans left under the effectual guard of St. Peter the apostle. (2) 'I'he 
battlements or bastions were shaped in sharp angles ; a ditch, broad and 
deep, protected the foot of the ramj>art ; and the archers on the ram- 
part were assisted by military engines - the balisiuy a powerful cross- 
bow, which darted short but massy arrt)H'S| the onaffri, or wild asscs 
which, on the principle of a sling, threw stones and bullets of an enor- 
mous size,(3) A chain was drawn ficross the Tiber ; the arches of the 
aqueducts were made impervious, and the mole or sepulchre of Hadrian(l) 
was converted, for the lirfi»t time, to the uses of a citadel. That vene- 
rable structure, wdneh contained the ashes of the Antoniiies, w'as a cir- 
cular turret rising from a quadrangular basis: it was covered with the 
white marble of Paros, and decorated Jiy the statues of gods and heroes ; 
and the lover of the arts must read with a sigh, that the works of 
Praxiteles or Lysippus were t»>i]i from their lofty jicdestals, and liinied 
into the ditch on the heads of the hesit'gers.{.'i) To each of Ijis lieu- 
tenants, Belisailiis assigned the defeiici of a gate, with the wi‘)e and 
peremptory instruction, tliat, wdiateier n .ght be tlie alaim, thev should 
steadil) adhere to their re^peetive po^ts, and tnist their general for tlie. 
safety oi Rome. The formidable host of the Gotlis was insufficient to 
embrace tlie ample measure of the city; of tlio fourteen gates, seven 
only were invested from the Prieiieatiiie to the Flamimaii wiw ; and 
V'^itiges divided liis troops into six camps, eacli of w hid i was uirtified 
with a ditch and rampart. On the Tu.^can side of the river, a seA'ontli 
encampment was formed in the field or circus of the Vatican, for the 
iinportciiit purpose of commanding the Milviaii bridge and the course of 
the Tdnn* ; but they apjiroached with devotion the adjacent church of 
St. Peter; and the threshold of the holy apostles was respected duiing 
the siege by u C'hristi.in enemy. In the ages of victory, as often as the 
senate decreed some dUtant conquest, tlie consul denounced hostilities, 
by unbarring, in solemn pomp, the gates of the temple of Janus.^b) 
Domestic w'ar now rendered the admonition supiiriluous, and the cere- 
mony w'as superseded by the establishment of a new' religion. But the 
brazen temple of Jnnus w^as left standing in the Forum, of a size sufii- 
cient only to contain the statue of the god, five cubits in heiglit, o'* a 
human form, but with two fares, directed to the east midwest. The 

(1) The .jcciiiate eve of N.jrcli i (Roma Antica, lih. \ c. 8. p. 31 ) could disiiiiginsh toe 
tuiniiltiiarie opera di Belisaim 

(2) The llsbure and leaning in the upper part of the wall^ uhicli Prucoru’FS oheerved, 
(noth lii). 1 . c. 13 ) Id vlilbleto U:e ptesent hour, (Duiiat Roma Netus, lib. i e. 17. p* 
3.3, 51 ) 

3) Lipsuis (Opp. tom. id. Poliorcet. lib. hi ) was ignorant of this clear and conspicuous 
passage of Piocopiiis (Gotti lib. i c. SI.) Ibe engine was named ovavpot, the wild ass, a 
calciuacdo ^Heii Stepli Thesaur I nigti.e Gr.ec. tom ii p. 1340.1311 toui. ili p 877) 

1 have seen an iiigeiuo.is inoild, coudived and t;\ecuted by goucrai <Vli'tvil)e, which imitates 
or surpasses the ait of antiqnitv 

(1) The de»criplioii of thfS mausoleum, or niwle, in Piocopius, <lib i. c. 25 ) is the first 
ami beat. 1 he height above the w«itls irxcfov Xi0uu /JoXt/if. On Xolli's gre:tt plan, the 
aides measure two hundred and sivty English feet 

I (5) Praxiteles excelled in Faiins, and that of Athens oas liU own master-piece, Rome now 
contains above tinny of the same cbaractei . When the ditthot St. Angelo uas cleansed 
under Utbaii \ III., the isorkinen found the bleeping Faun of the Rarberiiii palace but a leg. 
a thigb. and the light arm, h.id been broken front that beantifui statue. (WiutkeJuian, Hist, 
de I'Art, tom. ii p. 52, 53 tom iii. p 265 ) 

(6) Procopius has given the best description of the temple of Ju’^uis, a national deity of 
Laiitim (Heyne, Exciirs 5. ad lib. 7. AKneid ) It was once a gate in the primitive niv of 
nomuliis and Niiina. (Nardml, p. 13. 25S. 329 ) Virgil bus described the aucieni rite, like 
a poet and an antiquarian. 
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double gates were likewise of brass ; and a fruitless effort to turn them 
on their rusty hinges, revealed the scandfilous secret, that some Ro^ 
mans were still attached to the superstition of their ancestors. 

Eighteen days were employed by tlie besiegers, to provide ail the 
instruments of attack which antiquity had invented. Fascines were 
prepared to fill the ditches, scaling ladders to ascend the walls. The 
largest trees of the forest supplied the timbers of four battering rams ; 
their heads were armed with iron ; they were suspended by ropes, and 
each of them was worked by the labour of fifty men. The lofty wooden 
tuiTets moved on wheels or rollers, and formed a spacious platform of 
the level of the rampart. On the morning of the nineteentli day, a 
general attack was made from the PraBnestine gate to the Vatican : seven 
Gothic columns, with their military engines, advanced to the assault ; 
and the Romans who lined the ramparts, listened with doubt and 
anxiety to the cheerful assurances of their commander. As soon as the 
enemy approached the ditch, Belisarius himself drew the first arrow ; 
and such was his strength and dexterity, that he transfixed the foremost 
of the Barbarian leaders. A shout of applause and victory was re- 
echoed along the wall. He drewr a second arrow, and the stroke w as 
followed with the same success and the same acclamation. Tiie Roman 
general then gave the word, that the archers should aim at the teams 
of oxen ; they were instantly covered with mortal wounds ; the towers 
which they drew, remained useless .and immoveable, and a single mo- 
ment disconcerted the Laborious projects of the king of the GothS. 
After this disappointment, Vitiges still continued, or feigned to con- 
tinue, the assault of the SahirJan gate, that he might divert the atten- 
tion of his adversary, while bis [irincipal forces more strenuously 
attacked the Praenestine gate aud the sepulchre of Hadrian, at the dis- 
tance of three miles from each other. Near the former, the doublo 
w’alls of the Vivarium(l) were low' or broken ; the fortifications of the 
latter w'ere feebly guarded : the vigour of the Goths was excited by the 
hope of victory and spoil ; and if a single post had given wa)'^, the Ro- 
mans, and Horne itself, were irrecoverably lost. 'I’his perilous day was 
the most glorious in the life of Belisai ius. Amidst tumult and dismay, 
tlie whole plan of the attack and defence w'as distinctly present to liis 
mmd ; he observed the changes of each instant, weighed every possible 
advantage, transported his jierson to the scenes of danger, and commu- 
nicated his spirit in calm and decisive orders. The contest was fiercely 
maintained from the morning to tlie evening ; the Goths w'ere repulsed 
on all sides, and each Roman might boast, that he'had vanquished thirty 
BarbarLins, if the strange disproportion of numbers were not counter- 
balanced by the merit of one man. Thirty thousand Goths, according 
to the confession of their own chiefs, perished in this bloody action ; 
and the multitude of the wounded was equal to that of the slain. AVhen 
they ad> anced to the assault, their close disorder suffered not a javelin 
to rail without effect ; and as they retired the populace iff the city joined 
the pursuit, and slaughtered, with impunity, the backs of their flying 
enemies. Belisarius instantly sallied from the gates ; and while the 
soldiers chanted liis name and victory, the hoctile engines of w ar were 
reduced to ashes. Such was the loss and consternation of the Goths, 
that, from this day, the siege of Rome degenerated into a tedious and 
indolent blodcade ; and they were incessantly harassed by the Roman 
general, who, in frequent skirmishes, destroyed above five thousand of 
their bravest troops. Their cavalry was unpractised in the use of the 
bow ; their archers served on foot ; and this divided force was incapable 
of contending with their adversaries, whose lances and arrows, at a dis- 
tance, or at hand, were alike formidable. The consummate skill of 

was an aoEle in the new wall, enclosed for wild beasts (Procopius, Goih.Ub. 

I. c. 23.). The spot is still visible in Nardini (lib. iv. c. 2. p. 159, 169.), and Nolli’s great plaa 
of ^ome. 
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Belisarius embraced the favourable opportunities : and as he chose the 
ground and the moment^ as he pressed the charge, or sounded the 
retreat,(l) the squadrons M^hich he detached were seldom unsuccessful. 
These partial advantages diffused an impatient ardour among the sol- 
diers and j)eople, who began to feel the hardships of a siege, and to dis- 
r^ard the dangers of a genenil engagement. Each plebeian conceived 
himself to be a hero, and the infantry, who, since the dec/oy of disci- 
nline, were rejected from the line of battle, aspired to the ancient 
honours of the Roman legion. Belisarius praised the spirit of his 
troops, condemned their presumption, yielded to their clamours, and 
prepared the remedies of a defeat, the possibility of which he alone had 
courage to suspect. In the quarter of the Vatican, the Romans pre- 
vailed ; and if the irreparable moments had not been wasted in the pil- 
lage of the camp, they might have occuoied the Milvian bridge, and 
charged in the rear of the Gothic host. On the other side of the Tiber, 
Belisarius advanced from the Pincian and Salariaii gates. But his army, 
four thousand soldiers perhaps, was lost in a spacious plain ; they were 
encompassed and oppressed by fresh multitudes, who continually relieved 
the broken ranks of the BarWkms. The valiant leaders of the infan- 
try were unskilled to conquer : they died ; the retreat (a hasty retreat) 
ivas covered by the prudence of the general, and the victors started back 
with affright from the formidable aspect of an armed rampart. Tlie 
reputation of Belisarius was unsullied i)y a defeat ; and the vain confi- 
dence of the Goths was not less serve cable to his designs than the 
repentance and modesty of the Roman tj'nops. 

From the moment that Belisarius had determined to sustain a siege, 
Ids assiduous care provided Rome against the danger of famine, more 
dreadful than the Gothic arms. An extraordinary supply of corn was 
imported from Sicily ; the harvests of Campania and Tuscany were for- 
cibly swept for the use of the city ; and the rights of private property 
were infringed by the strong plea of the public safety. It might easily 
bo foreseen that the enemy would intercept the aqueducts ; and the 
cessation of the water-mills was the first inconvenience, wiiich was 
speedily removed by mooring large vessels, and fixing millstones in the 
current of the river. The stream was soon embarrassed by the trunks 
of trees, and polluted with dead bodies ; yet so effectual were the pre- 
cautions of the Roman general, that the water-^ of the Tiber stdl con- 
tinued to give motion to the mills and drink to the inhabitants ; tlio 
more distant quarters were supplied from domestic wells ; and a besieged 
city might support, without impatience, the privation of her public 
baths. A large portion of Rome, from the rnpnostine gate to the 
church of St. Paul, was never invested hy the Goths ; their excursbuis 
were restrained by the activity of the ^loorish troops ; the navigation 
of the Tiber, and the Latin, Appian, and Ostian ways were left e 
and unmolested for the introduction of corn and cattle, or the retreat of 
the inhabitants, who sought a rc?fuge in Campania or Sicily. Anxious 
to relieve himself from a useless and devouring multitude, Belisarius 
issued his peremptory ordera for the instant departure of the women, 
the children, and the slaves ; required his soldiers to dismiss their male 
and female attendants, and regulated their allowance, that one moiety 
should be given in provisions, and the other in money. His foresight 
was justified by the increase of the public distress, as soon as the Goths 
had occupied two important posts in the neighbourhood of Rome. By 
the loss of the port, or, as it is now called, the city of Porto, he was 
deprived of the country on the right of the Tiber, and the best commu- 
nication with the sea ; and he reflected with gi-ief and anger, that three 

(1) For the Roman trum|ie( and its various notes, coiisnlt Mpstiis, de Militia Romani C<>PP* 
torn. iU. Ub. 4 . Pialoit. p. A mode of distiusulshiiis the charge by the boi^e. 

trumpet of solid brass, and the retreat by the foot trumpet of leather and light wood, was 
recommeiideU by Procopius, and adopted by Belisarius (Qotli, lib. li. c. 23 ). 
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hundred men, could he have spared such a feeble band, might have de- 
fended its impregmible works. Seven miles from the capital, between 
the Appian and the Latin ways, two principal aqueducts, crossing, 
and a^in crossing each other, inclosed A>ithin their solid and lofty 
arcJies a fortified spaceXl) where Vitiges established a camp of seven 
thousand Goths to intercept the convoys of Sicily and Campania. 
The granaries of Rome were insensibly exhausted, the adjacent coun- 
try had been wasted witlPfire and sword: such scanty supplies as 
might yet be obtained by hasty excursions, were the reward of valour, 
and the purchase of wealth : the forage of the liorses, and the bread of 
the soldiers, never failed ; but in the last months of the siege, the pecqile 
were exposed to the miseries of scarcity, unwholesome food, (2) and 
conta^ous disorders. Belisarius saw and pitied their sufferings ; but he 
had mreseen, and he watched the decay of their loyalty, and the nro- 
gress of their discontent. Adversity had awakened the Homans from 
the dreams of grandeur and freedom, and taught them the humiliating 
lesson, that it was of small moment to their real happiness, whether the 
name of their master was derived from the Gothic or the Latin lan- 
guage. The lieutenant of Justinian listened to their just complaints, 
but lie rejected with disdain the idea of flight or capitulation; repressed 
their clamorous impatience for battle ; amused them with the prospect 
of sure and speedy relief ; and secured himself and the city from the 
effects of their despair or treachery. Twice in each month he change/l 
the station of the officers to whom the custody of the gates was com- 
mitted : the various urccautions, of patroles, watchwords, lights, and 
music, were repeatedly employed to discover whatever passed on the 
ramparts ; out-guards were posted beyond the ditch, and the trusty 
vigilance of dogs supplied the more doubtful fidelity of mankind. A 
letter was intercepted, which assured the king of the Gotha, that the 
Asinarian gate, adjoining to the Lateran church, should be secretly 
opened to his troops. On the proof of suspicion of treason, sevenil 
senators were banished, and the pope Sylverius was summoned to attend 
the representative of his sovereign, at his head*quarters in the Pinciaii 
palace.^3) The ecclesiastics who followed tholr bishop, were detained 
in the first or second apartment, (4) and lie alone was admitted to the 
presence of Belisarius. The conqueror of Rome and Carthage was 
modestly seated at the feet of Antonina, who reclined on a stately 
couch : the general was silent, but the voice of reproach and menace 
issued from the mouth of his imperious wife. Accused by credible wit- 
nesses, and the evidence of his own subscription, the successor of St. 
Peter was despoiled of his pontifical ornaments, clad in a mean habit of 
a monk, and embarked, without delay, for a distant exile in the east. At 
the emperor's command, the clergy of Romo proceeded to the choice of 
a new bishop ; and after a solemn invocation of the Holy Ghost, elected 
the deacon Vigilius, who had purchased the papal throne by a bribe of 
tu o hundred pounds of gold. The profit, and consequently the guilt, 

(1) Procopiu8 Ot'otl). Ill), it (' 3) lias fon^ot to name aqueducts : nor r^ii such a 

double tiuersectioii, at such a distant e from Rome, be ilcaily^’stertaiiii'd from the writings of 
l‘*rotitlmii Fabreit) and FsClilriard, de Aqnis and de Agro Horn mo, or from iliu loc.il maps of 
Laineti and Cint'olaiii. Seven or eight miles from the city (fifty stadia), on tbe road to 41i»aiio, 
between the Latin and Appian wa>s, I discern the remains of an aqueduct (probably the 
Septiun'an), a senes (six hundred and thirty paces) of aiclics twenty-five tect high (v^tiXta 
). 

(3) ihey made sausages, aWaruv, of miiles’s flesh : miwholesomn, if the animals had died 
of the plague. Olhcnvise the famous Eologrii sausages are said to be made of ass’s flesh 
(Voyages de Labat, torn, il p. 218 

(3) The name of the palace, the hill, and the adjoining gate, were all deiM'cd from the 

senator IMnclus Some recent vestiges of temples and churches are now suinotljeJ in the 
garden of the Minims of the Tnnitl del Monte (Nardiiii, lib iv. c. 7. p Lschinard, 

p. 9U9, 210. the old plan of Ru^alino, and the great plan of Nolli.). Belisarius has fixed bis 
station between the iHnctttn and Salarian gates (Procop. Goifi. lib. 1 c. Id ) 

( 4 ) From the ineiitton of the priunin et sccundui/i velum, it should seem that Belisarluf, 
even in a siege, represented the emperor, and mainlined the prond cereniotilai of the Bytan 
tine palace. 
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of this simony, was imputed to Belisarius : but the hero obeyed the 
orders of his ifc Antonina served the passions of the empress ; and 
Theodora lavished her treasures, in the vain hope of obtaining a pontiff 
iiostile or indifferent to the council of Chalcedon.(l) 

The epibtle of Belisarius to the emperor announced his victoiy, his 
danger, and his resolution. According to your commands, we have 
“ entered the dominions of the Goths, and reduced to your obedience, 
“ Sicily, Campania, and the city of Rome : out the loss of these con- 
“ (juests will be more disgraceful than their acquisition was glorious. 
Hitherto w'e have succes»^fiiilv fought against the multitude of the 
Baibarians, but their multitudes may finally prevail. Victory is the 
gift of Providence, hut the reputation of kings and generals depends 
“ on the success or the failure of their designs. Permit me to speak 
vith freedom : if you wish that wo should live, send us subsistence ; 
‘‘ if you desire that w e should conquer, send us arms, horses, and men. 
‘‘ The Romans have received us as fi lends and deliverers ; but in our 
** present distress, they will be either betrayed by their confidence, or 
“ we sliall be oppressed by their treachery and hatred. For myself, my 
life is eonsecrated to your service : it is yours to reflect, whether my 
death in this situation w’ill contribute to the glory and prosperity of 
your reign.” Perhaps that reign w'ould have been equally prosper- 
ous, if the peaceful master of the east had abstained from che conquest 
of Africa and Italy ; but as Justinian as ambitious of fame, he made 
some efforts, they w’cre feeble and langr id, to support and rescue his 
victorious general. A reinforcement of Jxteen hundred Sclav oniaiis 
and Huns was led by Martin and Valerian ; and as thej'^ had reposed 
during the winter season in tlic harbours of Greece, the strength of the 
men and horses was not impaired by the fatigues of a sea-voyage ; and 
they distinguished their viilour in the first sally against the besiegers. 
About the time of the summer solstice, Euthalius landed at Terracina 
with large sums of money for the payment of the troops ; lie cautiously 
proceeded along the Appian way, and this convoy entered Rome tlirough 
the gate Capena,(2) while Belisarius, on the other side, diverted the 
attention of the Goths by a vigorous and suci^cssful skirmish. These 
seasonable aids, the use and reputation of which w'ere dexterously ma- 
naged by the Roman general, revived the connige, or at least the hopes, 
of the soldiers and people. The liistorian Procopius was dispatched 
with an important commission to collect the troops and provisions which 
Campania could furnish, or Constantinople had sent ; and the secretary 
of Belisarius w^aa soon followed by Antonina licrself,(3) who boldly tra- 
versed the posts of the enemy, and returned with the oriental succours 
to the relief of her husband and the liesiegcd city. A fleet ol tliree 
thousand Isauriaiis east anchor in tlie bay of Naples, and afterward at 
Ostia. Above two thousand horse, of whom a part were Thracian , 
landed at Tarentum ; and, alter the junction of five hundred soldieis of 
Campania, and a train of waggons laden with wine and flour, they 
directed their march on the Appian way, from ('apua to the neighbour- 
hood of Rome. The forces that arrived by land and sea were united at 
the mouth of the Tiber. Antonina convened a council of w^ar : it was 
resolved to siinnount, with sails and oars, the adverse stream of the 
river : and the Goths were apprehensive of disturbing, by any rash hos- 
tilities, the negotiation .to which Belisarius liad craftil) listened. They 


(1) Of this act of sacrilege, Procopuis (Goth. lib. i. c 25 ) is a dry -and reluctant witness. 
The narratives of Liheratiis (Breviariiiin, c. 22 ), and Anasiasius (de Vit Pont, p 59 are 
rbaracteilstic, but p.iw>nalr Hr;u the execrations of cardinal llaruniiis (A D. 55G.no 125. 
A U. 55B no. 4— 20); |M)rtcntuni, laeiiius omiii execratione dlfriiuin, 

(f) ‘I he old Capeiia was retno\ed by Aiireliau to, or near, tiie modern gate of St. Sebastian 
C»ee NoUi's plan.). Tliat memorable spot has been coiiserratcd by the hgenaii glove, the 
memory ot Nuiiia, triumphal arches, the sepulchres of the Sclplos, Mttelli, &c. 

(3) The expivssioii of Procopius lias an invidious can— tvx»iv ck tow ci<r0a\owc T»/e 
»K^a^u^eiv (Goth. lib. 11 c. 4.). Yet he Is speaking of a woman. 
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credulously believed^ that they saw no more than the vanguard of a fleet 
and army, which already covered the Ionian sea and the plains of Cam« 
pania; and the illusion was supported by the haughty language of the 
Roman general, when he gave audience to the ambassadors of Vitiges. 
After a specious discourse to vindicate the justice of his (*ause, they 
declared tnat, for the sake of peace, they were disposed to renounce the 

f )ossession of Sicily. 1'he emperor is not less generous'' (replied his 
ieutenant with a disdainful smile), in return tor a gift which you no 
“ longer possess, he presents you with an ancient province of the em- 
pire — he resigns to the Goths the sovereignty of the Britisli island,” 
Belisarius rejected with equal firmness and contempt the offer of a tri- 
bute ; but he allowed the Gothic ambassadors to seek their fate from 
the mouth of Justinian himst^f ; and consented, with seeming reluct- 
ance, to a truce of three months, from the winter solstice to the equinox 
of spring. Prudence might not safely trust either the oaths or hostages 
of the Barbarians, but the conscious superiority of the llomuii chief w'»s 
expressed in tlie distribution of his troops. As soon as fear or hunger 
compelled the Goths to evacuate Alba, Porto, and Centumcellas, their 
place was instantly supplied ; the garrisons of Narni, Spolcto, and Pe- 
rusia, were reinforced, and the seven camps of the besiegers w ere gra- 
dually encompassed with the calamities of a siege. The praj'ers and 
pilgrimage of Datius, bishop of Milan, wore not witliout effect ; and ho 
obtained one thousand Thracians and Isaurians, to assist the revolt of 
Liguria against her Arian tyrant. At the same time, John the San^^ 
guinary,(l) the nephew of Vitalian, was detached with two thousand 
cliosen horse, first to Alba on the Fucine lake, and afterw’ard to the 
frontiers of Picenum on the Ifadriatic sea. In that province,” said 
Belisarius, the (»otlis have deposited their families and treasures, 
without a guard or the suspicion of danger. Doubtless they will 
•* violate tlie truce ; let them feel your presence, before tliey hear of 
‘ your motions. Spare the Italians ; suffer not any fortified places to 
remain Jiostile in your rear ; and faithfully reserve the spoil for an 
equal and common partition. It would not be reasonable (he added 
with a laugh), that wdiilst we are toiling to the destruction of the 
drones, our more fortunate brethren should rifle and enjoy the honey.” 
The w'hole nation of the Ostrogoths Imd been assembled for the attack, 
aiul was almost entirely consumed in the siege of Rome. If any credit 
be due to an intelligent spectator, onc-thiid at least of their enormous 
host was destroyed, in fiequent and bloody combats under the walls of the 
city. The bad fame and pernicious qualities of the summer air, might 
already be imputed to the decay of agriculture and population; and the 
evils of famine and pestilence were aggravated by their own licentious- 
ness, and the unfriendly disposition of the country. While Vitiges 
struggled with his fortune; while he hesitated betw'een shame and ruin, 
ins retreat w^as hastened by domestic alarms. The king of the Goths 
was informed by trembling messengers, that John the Sanguinary spread 
the devastations of w'ar from the Apeniiino to the Iladriatic ; that the 
rich spoils and innumerable captives of Picenum were lodged in the 
fortifications of Rimini ; and that this formidable chief had defeated liis 
uncle, insulted his capital, and seduced, by secret correspondence, the 
fidelity of his w ife, the imperious daughter of Amalasontlia. Yet, before 
he retiied, Vitiges made ii last effort either to storm or to surprise the 
city. A secret passage w'as discovered in one of the aqueducts ; two 
citizens of the Vatican weie tcmiited by bribes to intoxicate the guards 
of the Aurelian gate ; an attack w^as meditated on the walls beyond the 
Tiber, in a place whicli w’as not fortified with towTr^ ; and the Barba- 
rians advanced, w ith torches and scaling-ladders, to the assault of the 


(O Aiiastiuius (p. 40 .) has pn'served this epilbet ca Sanguittatius, mightslo iKmonr 
to a tiger. 
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Pincian gate. But every attempt was defeated by the intrepid vigilance 
uf Belisarlus, and his band of veterans^ who, in the most perilous mo- 
roents, did not regret the absence of their companions ; and the Groths, 
alike destitute of hope and subsistence, clamorously urged their depar* 
ture, before the truce should expire, and the Roman cavalry should 
again be united. One ^ear and nine days after the commencement of 
the siege, mi army so lately strong and triumphant, burnt their tents, 
jind tumultuously repassed the Miivian bridge. They repassed not with 
impunity : their throi^ng multitudes, oppressed in a narrow passage, 
were driven headlong into the Tiber by their own fears and the pursuit 
of the enemy ; and the Roman general, sallying from the Pincian gate, 
inflicted a severe and disgraceful wound on their retreat. The slow 
length of a sickly and desponding host was heavily dragged along the 
Flamintan way ; from whence the barbarians were sometimes compelled 
to deviate, lest they should encounter the hostile garrisons that piarded 
the high road to Rimini and Ravenna. Yet so powerful was this flying 
army, that Vitiges spared ten thousand men for the defence of the cities 
which he was most solicitous to preserve, and detached his nephew 
Uraias, with an adequate force, for the chastisement of rebellious Milan. 
At the head of his principal army, he besiejrod Rimini, only thirty-three 
miles distant from the Gk>thic capital. A meble rampart, and a shallow 
ditch, were maintained by the skill and valour of John the Sanguinary, 
who shared the danger and fatigue of the meanest soldier, and 'emu- 
lated, on a theatre less illustrious, the military virtues of his great com- 
mander. The towers and battering eiigines of the Barbarians were 
rendered useless ; their attacks were repulsed ; and the tedious block- 
ade, which reduced the garrison to the last extremity of hunger, afforded 
time for the union and march of the Homan forces. A fleet which had 
surprised Ancona, sailed along the coast of the Hadriatic, to the relief 
of the besieged city. The eunuch Narses lauded in Picenum w ith two 
thousand Heruli, and five thousand of the bi'avest troops of the east. 
The rock of the Apponnino was forced ; ten thousand veterans moved 
round the foot of the mountains, under the command of Belisarius him- 
self ; and a new army, whose encjimpment blaxed with innumerable 
lights, appeared to advance along the Flaminian m ay. Overwhelmed 
with astonishment and despair, the Goths abandoned the siege of Ri- 
mini, their tents, their standards, and their leaders ; and Vitiges, who 
gave or followed the example ot flight, never halted till he found a 
shelter within the walls and morasses of Ravenna. 

To these walls, and to some fortresses destitute of any mutual sun- 

{ )ort, the Gothic monarchy was now reduced. The provinces of Italy 
lad embraced the party of the emperor ; and his army, gradually re« 
cruited to the number of twenty thousand men, must have achieved an 
easy and rapid conquest, if their invincible powers had not been weak- 
ened by the discord of the Roman chiefs. Before the end of the siege, 
an act of blood, ambiguous and iii^iscreet, sullied the fair fame of Beli^ 
sarius. Pi*esidius, a loyal Italian, as he fled from Ravenna to Rome, 
was rudely stopped by Constantine, the military governor ot Spoleto, 
and despoiled, even in a church, of two diiggers richly inhiid with gold 
and precious stones. As soon as the public danger had subsided, Presi- 
dius complained of the loss and injury : his complaint was heard, but 
the order of restitution was disobeyed by the pride and avarice of the 
oflender. Exasperated by the delay, Presidius boldly arrested the geiie- 
rals horse as he passed through the Forum ; and, witli the spirit of a 
citizen, demanded the common benefit of the Roman laws. The honour 
of Belisarius was engaged ; lie summoned a council ; claimed the obe- 
dience of his subormnate officer ; and was provoked, by an insolent 
reply, to call hastily for the presence of his guards. CJonstantine, view- 
ing their entrance as the si^al of death, drew his sword, and rushed 
on the general, who nimbly eluded the stroke, and was protected by his 
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friends ; while the desperate assassin was disarmed, dra^rged into » 
neif^hbourin^ chamber, and executed, or ratlier murdered, by the guards, 
at the arbitraiy command of Belisarius.(l) lii this hasty act of vio- 
lence, the guilt of Constantine was no longer remembered ; the despair 
jiLd death of that valiant oilicer were secretly Imputed to the revenge 
of Antonina ; and each of his colleagues, conscious of the same rapine, 
was apprehensive of the same fate. The fear of a common enemy sus- 
pended the effects of their envy and discontent : but in the confidence 
of approaching victory, they instigated a powerful rival to oppose the 
conqueror of Rome and Africa. Prom the domestic service of the 
l>alace, and the administration of the private revenue, Narsea the 
eunuch was suddenly exalted to the head of an army ; and the spirit of 
a hero, who afterward equalled the merit and glory of Belisarius, served 
only to perulex the operations of the Gothic war. To his prudent coun- 
sels, the relief of Rimini was ascribed by the leaders of the discontented 
faction, wlio exhorted Narses to assume an independent and separate 
command. The epistle of Justinian had indeed enjoined his obedience 
to the general j but the dangerous excp]>tion, as far as may ht advanta^ 
yeous to the public service, reserved seme freedom of judgment to the 
discreet favourite, who had so lately departed from the sacred and fami- 
liar conversation of his sovereign. In the exercise of tliis doubtful 
right, the eunuch perpetually dissented from the opinions of Belisarius ; 
and, after yielding with reluctance to the siege of Urbino, he deserted 
Ids colleague in the night, and marched away to the conquest of tjie 
yEmilian province. Tlie fierce and formidable bands of the Heruli were 
attached to tlie person of Narses ;(2) ten thousand Romans and confe- 
derates were persuaded to march under his bannei*s ; every malecontent 
embraced_^ the fair opportunity of revenging his private or imaginary 
wrongs ; and the remaining troops of Belisarius were divided and dis- 
persed from the garrisons of Sicily to the shores of the Hadriatic. llis 
skill and perseverance overcame every obstacle : Urbino was taken, the 
sieges of Faesulaj, Orvieto, and Auximum, were undertaken and vigor- 
ously prosecuted ; and the eunUch Narses was at length recalled to the 
domestic cares of the palace. All dissensions w^erc healed, and all oppo- 
sition was subdued, by the temperate authority of the Roman general, 
to whom his enemies could not refuse their esteem ; nnd Belisarius 
inculcated the salutary lessons, that the foices of the state should com- 
pose one body, and be animated by one soul. But, in the interval of 
discord, the iroths were permitted to breathe ; an important season w'as 
lost, Milan was destroyed, and the northern provinces of Italy were 
afflicted hv an inundation of the Franks. 

Justinian first meditated the coii<|uest of Italy, ho sent ambas- 
sadoi t the kings of the Franks., and adjured them, by the common 
ties .*) nance and religion, to join in tlio holy enterprise against the 
Arians The Goths, as their wants were more urgent, employed a more 
eiFectiuil mode of persuasion, and vainly strove, by the gift of lands and 
money, t»^ purchase the friendship, or at least the neutrality, of a light 
and perfidious nation.(3) But the arms of Belisarius, and the revolt of 
the Italians, had no sooner shaken the Gothic monarchy, than Thoodc- 
bert of Aii’jtriisia, the most powerful and warlike of the Merovingian 
kings, was persuaded to succour thtir distress by an indirect and season- 
al) The ti.uisnriioii is related iii the pnhltc bistury (Goth, lib ii. c fl ) with csiiidou oi 
cuiiioii , 111 (hr (Viiecdotes (c. 7.), with malevolence oi fieedoin , hut M4krcvllinus, «r lathci 
his coiiiiiiiiator (In Chroti.), casta a shade of premedifited U 9 ‘i.i«^‘<»iiati<in o\fr the cle4ath of 
Coiislaittiiic lie bad performed good sciviceat Home .tiul Spoteto (Procop Coiii. lib. i r.7 
11.), but Alcniaiuis c onfounds him with a Constanti.uiiis c mues sUhnh 
(2) ihe) 11 IM'CU to seivp afler liis clepariitre , sold tl.nr rai uvi .tuii tdirlr the i.oths , 
and gwore never to light .igaiu^i them I'rocopius iiitriMliicea a cm ions 4lij/r«'»-ioii on the man. 
iiors and adventureb <*f ihis wandering nati<»ii, a pail of whom finally tiiiigraied to Thule or 
Scandinavia ((Joth, lib ii < . 11, 15 ) ...... 

(>) This national icproacb of pL‘ifid> (I’rocop rolh lih ii c 25.) olTcmls the c:»i of la Moth* 
le Vayer (tom. viii. p. 10J-'1C5 ), who criticises, as if he b id not lead^ the Greek histoiian, 

VoL. III. H 
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able Rul. Without expecting? the consent of their sovereign, ten thou* 
sand Burgundians, his recent subjects, descended from the Alj)s, and 
joined the troops which Vitiges had sent to chastise the revolt of Milan. 
After an obstinate siege, the capital of Liguria vi as reduced by fanjine, 
but no capitulation could be obtained, except for the safe retreat of the 
Roman garrison. Datius, the orthodox bishop, who had seduced liis 
countrymen to rebellion(l) and ruin, escaped to the luxury and honours 
of the Byzantine court ;(^) but the clergy, perhajis the Arian clergy, 
were slaughtered at the foot of their own altars by the defenders of the 
Catholic faith. Three hundred thousand males were reported to be 
slain ;(3) the female sex, and the more precious spoil, was resigned to 
the Burgundians ; and the houses, or at least the walls of Milan, were 
levelled with tlie ground. The Goths, in their lost moments, were re- 
venged by the destruction of a city, second only to Home in size and 
opulence, in the splendour of its buildings, or the number of its inha- 
bitants ; and Belisarius sympathized alone in the fate of his deserted 
and devoted friends. Encouraged by this successful inroad, Theodebert 
liimsclf, in the ensuing spring, invaded the plains of Italy with an army 
of one hundred thousand Barbarians.(4) The king, and some chosen 
followers, were mounted on horseback, and armed with lances ; the in- 
fantry, without bows or spears, were satisfied with asliield, a sw^ord, and 
a double-edged battle-axe, which, in their hands, became a deadly and 
unerring weapon. Italy trenihJed at the march of the Franks; and 
both the Gothic prince and the Roman general, alike ignorant of tlieir 
designs, solicited, witli hope and terror, t.he friciuKhip of these danger- 
ous allies. Till he had secured the passage of the Po on the bridge ot 
Pavia, the grandson of Clovis dissembled liis intentions, wliich he at 
length declared, by assaulting, almost at tlie same instant, the hostile 
camps of the Romans and Goths. Instead of uniting their arms, they 
fled with equal precipitation ; and the fertile, though desolate, provinces 
of Liguria and iEmilia, were abandoned to a licentious host of Barba- 
rians, whose rage was not mitigated by any thoughts of setth'nient ov 
conquest. Among the cities which they ruined, Genoa, not yet con- 
structed of marble, is particularly enumerated : and tlie deaths of tliou- 
sands, according to the regular practice of war, apjiear to have excited 
less horror than some idolatious sacrifices of woruea and children, winch 
were performed with impunity in the camp of the most Christian king. 
If it were not a melancholy truth, that the first and most cruel sufi’er- 
ings must be the lot of the innocent and helpless, history might exult 
in the misery of the conquerors, who, in the midst of riches, ^vere ielt 
destitute of bread or wine, reduced to drink tlie watoi’s of the Po, and 
to feed on the flesh of distempered cattle. The dysentery swept away 
one-third of their army ; and the clamours of his subjects, wdio we -e 
impatient to pass the Alps, disposed Theodebert to listen with resj* . t 
to the mild exhortation of Belisarius. The memory of * his inglorious 
and destructive warfare was perpetuated on the medals of Gaul : and 
Justinian, without unsheathing his sword, assumed the title of con- 
queror of the Franks. The Merovingian prince was oflPended by the 

(1) Baronins applauds his treason, and jiislifles the Catholic bishops— qiii ne sub heretico 
principe cle$;«int oiniieai lapidem moveut -a nlcftil camion. I he more rationai Muratoii 
(Anuall d'ltalia, lorn. v. p,51.) hintb at the guilt of perjury, and bUnieo at least the imviu- 

of Datiiis 

St. Dalins was more successful devils than against BarSiarmis lie travelled 

with a uiiiiteroiis retinue, and otciipietl ut Coiiiith a laige house (Baioiiius, A 1) 558 no. 
80. A. I>. 559. im. 20 ). 

(3) -r/xaMovTu. (compare rioropin'4, i.oth lib ii c 7 21 ) Yett-iuh popntptioii 

is inciedih'e , and the secoi.d or thud city ot rtaJy nerd not itpinc n uc ouh dicunntc the 
iiiimbcrs of tie present text* Poth Milan and (leiioa revned in less tlmn thiityjeais (Paul 
Oiacon. tie Ocstis L«inpoliard, lih ii. c 58 ) 

(4; lUsulcs PiotOpins, pcihaps too Itoinaii, see the tlnoiutlcs of Mariris and Marcelliiins, 
Joniaiides (in Siir<tss Itcjjn in Mniiitoii, toni i p 211', .'i.d (.rrfioiy of roi.is (lih in' 
c. 53. m torn. 11 ol the Hibtoiuins of i'lnnce ) (Oe^ory supposes a iletiat ot Bt'lib.iriiis, who 
III Almoin (de Gestis I'ranc. lib i> c. 23. la tout, m p ' l ), slam hy the I i.uiiis. * 
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vanity of the emperor ; he affected to pity the fallen fortunes of the 
Goths ; and his insidious offer of a federal union was fortified by the 
promise or menace of descending from tlje Alps at the head of live hun- 
dred thousand men. His plans of conquest were boundless^ and perhaps 
chimerical. The king of Australia threatened to chastise Justinian, 
and to march to the gates of Constantinople :(1) he was overthi'own 
and slain(2) by a wild bull, (3) as he hunted in the Belgic or German 
forests. 

As soon as Belisarius was delivered from his foreign and domestic 
enemies, he seriously applied his forces to the final reduction of Italy. 
In the siege of Osimo, the general was nearly transpierced with an arrow, 
if the mortal stroke had not been intercepted by one of his guards, wlio 
lost, in that pious office, the use of his hand. The Gotlis of Osimo, four 
thousand warriors, with those of Faesulae and the Cottian Alps, were 
among the last who maintained their independence ; and their gallant 
resistance, which almost tired the patience, deserved the esteem of the 
conqueror. His prudence refused to subscribe the safe conduct which 
they asked, to join their brethren of Ravenna ; but they saved, by an 
honourable capitulatio£i, one moiety at least of their wealth, with the 
free alternative of retiring peaceably to their estates, or enlisting to 
serve the emperor in his Persian wars. The multitudes, which vet ad- 
hered to the standard of Vitiges, far surpassed the number of the Ro- 
man troops ; but neither prayers, nor defiance, nor the extreme danger 
of his most faithful subjects, could tempt the Gothic king beyond tlfe 
fortifications of Ravenna. These fortifications were, indeed, impregna- 
ble to the assaults of art or violence ; and w^lien Belisarius invested tlie 
cfipital, he was soon convinced that famine only could tame the stubborn 
spirit of the Barbarians. The sea, the land, and the channels of the Po, 
were guarded the vigilance of the Roman general ; and his morality 
extended the rights of war to the practice of poisoning the waters,(t) 
and secretly firing the granaries(.5) of a besieged city.(6) While he 
pressed the blockade of Ravenna, he was surprised by the arrival of two 
ambassadors from Constantinople, with a treaty of peace, which Justi- 
nian had imprudently signed, without deigning to con&ult the author of 
his victory. By this disgraceful and precarious agreement, Italy and 
the Gothic treasure were divided, and the provinces bejroiid the Po 
w'ere left with tlie regal title to the sucr^essor of Theodonc. I'he am- 
bassadors were eager to accomplish tlieir salutary commission ; the cap- 
ti\e Vjtiges accepted, with transport, the unexpected offer of a crown; 
honour was less prevalent among the Goths, than the want and appetite 
of food ; and the Roman chiefs, who murmured at the continuance of 


0) Agnthiaa, lib i. p 14, I'f. Could he have reduced or cubdited the Gepid.e or Lombarda 
of Pniinoiiin, Ihe Gicek historian is confident that he must lia\e been destroyed in 1 brace 

C^) I he pointed bis spear— the bull overturned a tree on his be.id— he exjiired the same 
day Such 19 the story of A{(n(hi.is, but the ortgiiiat historians of Fiance (tom ii p ‘JfUf. 
403. 558 667 ) impute lus death to a fever 

(3) Without loMiift myself in a labyiintli of species and nmies— the aurochs, nrus, bthons, 
bubaliis, tMiiiasiis, biifthto, &c (Buifoii Hist Nat ton. xi. and Supplement, tom iii 6.) it is 
certain, that in the sixtii century a large wild species of lioriiej cattle was hunted in tlie great 
forests of the Visages m Lorniine, and the Ardennes (Greg. Tiiroit tom. ii. lib x c 10 p 

(4) In the stege of Aiiximnm, he first laboured to demolish an old aqueduct, and then cast 
Into tl*e stream, 1. dead bodies 2 mischievous herbs* and, 5 quicklime, which is named 
(says rn^copins, Ul>. ii c, 29.) rtTauoc by the ancients . by the modems a<r/SeaTov, Yet both 
words aic used as synonymous iii Galen, Oiuscorides, and buciaii (Hen Steph Ihesaur. Ling. 
GraiC tom. iii p 748.; 

(5) The Goths suspected MathasuiiUha as an accomplice in the mischief, which perhaps 
was occasioned by aLCideiiUl iightnin^. 

(6) ill strict philosophy, a Itmiiation of the rights of war seems to implv nonKense and con- 
tradiction Grotuis himself is lost in an idle distiiiclioti between the jus iiatura and the jus 
gciitinm, bi tween poison and iiitccllon. He balances in one scule the passages of Homer, 
fodiss A 239, &.t.) and Florus (lib. ii. c. 20, no 7 nit.) and in the other, the examples of 
.Solon (raiisHiiias, lib c. 37 ) and Belisanns. .See ins great work Oe Jure Bebi ct I’acis 
Jil) ill c. 4 8. 15 •'17 ytid Hi Barbeyiat’s version, loin ii p 257, &c Yet I can imderstimd 
the benefit and validity of an agreement, tacit or express, muttially to abstain fioiii certfiui 
modes of hostility. See the Amphu tyonic oath ir Uscliines de Falsa Lcgatioue. 
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the wfir, lU'ofebStMl implicit submission to the commands of the cmneror. 
IfBelisarius had possessed only the com*»n^o of a soldier, the laurel 
ivouM liave been snutched from his hand by timid and envious counsels ; 
but, in tills dv'cisive moment, he resolved, with the maj?nanimity of a 
statosiiian, to sustain alone the danf^er and merit of generous disobedi- 
ence. ICncli of liis ofFieers gave a written opinion, that the siege of 
Iia^e»^ ri was impracticable arpl hopeless : the geneiMl then rejected the 
treaty of paititioii, and declared his own resolution of leading Vitiges in 
cIiaiiH to the feet of Justinian. The Goths retired with doubt and dis- 
may : this peremptory refitsal deprived them of the only signature w hich 
they could trust, and filled their mmds with a ju^t apprehension, that a 
sagacious enemy had discovered the full extent of their deplorable state, 
^i’liey compared the fame and fortune of Beli'^arius wdth the >voakiiess 
of their iU-l.itcd king ; and the comparison sugge.-^teil an extiMonlin.iry 
I'loject, to wdiich Viliges, with appaient rt^igiiation, was compelled to 
acquiesce. Partition would ruin tlie strength, exile would disgrace the 
hoMDur, of the nation; but they offeied their arms, their treasures, and 
the foitilications of Ravenna, it Bclisaniis would disclaim the authority 
of a master, accei>t ihe choice of the Goths, and assume, as he had de- 
served, the kingdom of Jtal^^ If the false lustre of a diadem could liave 
tempted the loyalty of a faitliful subject, his prudence must have fore- 
seen the inconstancy of the Barbarians, and lus ratnai.il ambition would 
prefer the safe and honourable statimi of a Roman geneiMl. E\ eri the 
patience and seeming satisfaction with \ I'ich be enteitained a proposal 
of treason^ might be susceptible of a mal mint intci pretation. But the 
lieutenant of Justinian wa-* coiiscions ol ms own reititnde : be enter-vl 
into a dark and crooked path, as it might lead to Ihe Milunlai y .^«ib;nis- 
Mon of the (ioths ; and his dexterous policy persuaded them that he was 
di‘-j)os(dto comply with their w i‘'hes, w ithout eng.igmg an oath m a 
promise for the performance of a tieaty w’hich lie scvii‘llv ahhorred 
T lie day of the surrender of Rivenna was stipulated by tlie Gotlnc am- 
bassadors; a deet, laden with provisions, sailed as a welcome gur^t into 
the det jiest recess of the harbour: the gates were opeiKsl to lijo fiiicied 
king of Italy ; and Belisarnis, without nieetinir tin enemy, trnimph.'mtly 
marched through the streets of an iuipr»»gn.ible (ity,(l) 'rbe Rom n is 
\,ere astonished by their success ; tlie multitude of tall and itumst ir- 
bariaris were confounded by the image of thea own p.itienc#' ; and Ihe 
masculine females, spitting in the faces ol tlieic^ons and hii'^li.inds, nuc t 
latterly reproached them for beti.'iying their domiinmi and fieedom to 
those jdgrnies of the south, contemptible in their nnmheis, dirninntno 
in their stature. Before the Goth^ couhl rei’ovm fioni their fichl ‘'Ui- 
prisc, and claim the accorn]diJimciit or llieir doutktlid lifipos, ■ vie' or 
estiibli'^licd his power in Ra.venn.i, bevmd the ilangoi of repoiiiance a »d 
levolt. Vitiges, who perh:i]>s bail altomj tod to (’sc.ijn , was honoui. ''y 
guarded in his jialcice llio flow^woi the (iotlnc voudi w;>s sele'de.l 
for the service of the ompeior; the nsnmnder of the people was dis- 
missed to their peaceful hahitalions in the ’-outJiCin pioiincis; and a 
colony of Italians was invited to re})ienjMi the dejioptdatod city. Tlie 
submission of the cajutal was imitated in the towns <nid a ill.igtsof Italy, 
whicli had not been subdued, or even visited by the Romans ; .ind tlie 
independent Goths, w ho remained in arms at P.iMa and Verona, were 


(ly Kavelina WH . UiKeii, Dot in tilt* 51(1, bntiin the i end 4,f ')59, and rr.;i (toin. ii p. 
5Ca ) iaiecliDrd bv Mnuitnn (/\nn.ili d’luli.i, tom v p (>'J ), wbopi(»vo*» Oom an oriKuiai 
art on papyiiis ( AiiU(piil. Il.di.c Mt do ii iiis»<ir 5-^ p 10o7. Mallei, litoria 

lliploiiiat. p 155-1(0), that lufou (Itr 5d oi .iaiiiiar>, 510, i>eacc and ficc coricbpondrnte 
ivere rcbtored belwetn Uavrnria and Fara-^a 

(2) He w.is fti/ed l>> lohn the Saniinnnrv, l-ni an o.-tli ‘.uranirnt was pl(d< 4 ;rd for >114 
safely nrihe I'.asiljra Jjiln ( Ui-t Mistfll hli. wii in Mi.iatoii, tom i p 107) An ifta&iiis 
(in \ it Pont p 10 ) ad.iik bul piobaii'c .w<oiiiC Monti ni< on is 'I'loipi! bv M.istoii 

(Hist of tin* r.eiinai.s, 12 21 ) loi a \otut s' .cM 1 pr* ‘crtni^ In* tupUMl, v)f Vitiges, and 
DOW ill the ctdlttUoii ol Mgnoi 1 aiidi .U Homo 
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ambitious only to Iwcomu tl**' subj.vt- ot JidKimus. JJut bis juflc\ibl4.‘ 
Jovalty rejected, excejit as tlie subslitute ol” Justinian, tbeir oatJjs of 
allegiance ; and he nut olTeiuled by the reproach of then* deputies, 
that he rather cho*^o to be a Hh\ e than a king. 

After tlie second victory of llelisariiis, envy again wliispered, Justi- 
nian listened, and the hero Tias readied. The remnant of the (Juthic 
v\ar Mils no longer worthy of his presence : a gracious sovereign was 
impatient to lewiud his bervices, ami to consult hw\\isdom : and he 
alone was capable of defending the east against the iimumcrable 
** armies of Persia.” Belisaiius understood the suspicion, accepted the 
excuse, embarked at Kaverina his spoils and trophies; and pnned, by 
his loady obedienci*, that such an abrujit leiuoval from tlie gui einmen’t 
of Italy was not less unjust than it nuglit liavc been indiscreet. The 
cnijicror received, uith honourable courtesy, both Viti«cs and Iih more 
noble consort: and as the king of the Goths conformed to tlio Alhana- 
biaii faith, he olitained, with a iich inheritance of lands in Asia, the rank 
of senator and patncian.(l j Kvery spectator admired, without 
the streiii'th and stature of the young Barbaiians: tliey adored tlic 
stien^tli and nvijesty of the throne, and promii?ed to siud their blooil in 
the service oi their benefactor. Justuiian depo-^ited m the By/antmo 
palace the tie.e an's of the Gotiue monarchy. A tlatteiiug senati* ua>. 
sometimes a»!initti d to gaze ou the niagnihcenl speclaje ; hut it was 
enviously hi'tliuiod fioin th“ jmbiic \Iew ; and the romjuoi u* of Urdy w- 
noiiiiced, without a muiinur, jieiJiajis without a sigh, tlie well-earned 
honours of a seconil tiiiimpl). His glory was indeed exalted abo\e all 
extfinal pomji ; and the faint and pauses ot the couit w'eic sup- 

plied, even in a ser\ilo age, by the lespect admiration (*f hisioun* 
try. VV^hene ver he appealed in the* streets and public jdaros oi (.‘on- 
stantinojile, Behsaiius attracted and satisfied the eyes <d‘ the ju ojde 
Hk lofty stature and majestic countenance lulMlled their expectaliou, 
of ahem; tlic meanest of Jns fellow-citizens were emboldened by Li, 
gentle .ind giacioiis demeanour; and the martial tram, which atteudisl 
his footsteps, left his perMUi more accessible than m a day ot battle 
tSeveii thousand horscinen, matchless for beauty and valour, weic maui- 
fainod In tlie service, and at the piivatc expense, of the gener;d.(‘^') 
Thou* [irowe^s Avas always conspicuous in single combats, or in tlic foiv- 
most iMnks ; and both p<irlies umtessed, that in the siege of Koine, the 
guaidsof r.eli .nio.s h,i<l ,il<me a anquishcd the Baibaiian host, idieir 
nunibeis were continually augmented by the br.ivest and most faitliitil 
of tlie iMiomy ; «md hi> foiluuatc captives, the Vandals, the Moors, and 
the Gotlj^ tinuhited tbo altJclnuLUt of las domestic followers. By the 
union oi liberality and ju-tice, iiea< <piired the love of the soldiers, with- 
out ah. 'i.iting the aife< Jmn^ of the people The sick and Abounded AU'rc 
reliewu with medonno . and money , and, still more efficaciously, by the 
healing » i^it , and snaK . of tlioir eoinmiiuder. The loss of a AA^eajKin oi 
a hoise was instantly lepairod, and each deee of valour was row aided 
by the rnli and honouialile gifts of a bracelef or a collar, which Averc 
rendered more precious by the judgment of Bidisanus. Ho was endcai- 
cd to the liu^bandnicn, by the peace and plenty wliich they enjoyed un- 
der the shiidow of his stJindard. Instead of being injured, the country 
Avas enriched by the maich of the ilomaii armies; and such was tlie 
ligul di^cijdine ot their eauiji, tliat not an ajijilc was g.itliered from tin; 
tice, not a p th coi 'd bo tiaced in the fields of corn. Belisaiius ivas 

(1) Vitlijcs Jivoa .U eonbtniilitr*]»l( , mid lu iC. iiii ( (<'i mwj- 

juiicUiti) rehua esir’-Ml I't > ms. Ilii] uiCiw., M tthu^uLutUy iljewiu* /AikJ uiollit’i tlie 
(wttrituiis, the eWti in<l muu Otiuidinitt, » lined tin* ’^tiCdiHS .linu.iii and Aiiiali blood 
(lurmiiulcs.L. 1\, ii» Mntatoii, tom i ). ..... u i .. j 

(2) VroLouius, Uotli. Iiti wi f 1. Ai'iioiii, .t f khlIi ii.onK ot tl.e i levciith ctiitiirv, w no had 
obtained, and ti.ib disllKiiitd sonu aiiUitiiho mb nii.iiitni ot Uclisaima, mciiiii tii his iiainc, 
twelve Ihotisand /mei 1 oi slaveb— tiooti pio|>iiiri alinuis slipi mint?— besides ti^lucen thouwrid 
aoldiers (llutuiiaiib of 1*1 diica t^iii m, lU'O* tul)din..l»b n.i.O.r 18) 
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chaste and sober. In the licence of a military life, none could l)oast 
that they had seen him intoxicated with wine : the most beautiful cap- 
tives of Gothic or Vandal race were offered to his embraces ; but he 
turned aside from their charms, and the husband of Antonina was never 
suspected of violating the laws of conjugal fidelity. The spectator and 
historian of his exploits has observed, that, amidst the perils of war, he 
was dai’ing without rashness, prudent without fear, slow or rapid ac- 
cording to the exigencies of the moment ; that in the deepest distress 
he was animated by Ireal or apparent hope, but that he was modest and 
humble in the most prosperous fortune. By these virtues, he equalled 
or excelled the ancient masters of the military art. Victory, by sea and 
land, attended his arms. Ho subdued Africa, Italy, and the adjacent 
islands, led away captives the successors of Genseric and Theodoric ; 
filled Constantinople with the spoils of tlieir palaces, and in the space of 
six years recovered half the provinces of the western empire. In his 
fame and merit, in wealth and power, ho remained, without a rival, 
the first of the Roman subjects ; the voice of envy could only magnify 
his dangeruus impiu tunce ; and the emperor might applaud his owm 
discerning spirit which had discovered and raised the genius of Bell- 
s.irius. 

It was the custom of the Homan triumphs, that a slave should be 
placed bcliind the chariot to remind the conqueror of the instability of 
fortune, and the infirmities of human nature. Procopius, in his Anec- 
dotes, lias as'*umed that servile and ung) iteful office. The generous 
reader may cast away the lihel, but tlio evidence of facts will adhere to 
his memory ; and he will reluctantly confess, that the fame, and even 
tJie virtue, of BeJisarios, w'ere polluted by the lust and cruelty of his 
wife ; and that the hero deserved an appellation which may not drop 
from the pen of the decent historian. The mother of Antonina(l) was 
a theatrical prostitute, and botli her father and grandfather exercised 
at Thessalonica and Constantinople the vile, though lucrative, profes- 
sion of charioteers. In the various situations of their fortune, she be- 
came the companion, the enemy, the servant, and the favourite of the 
empress 'J^heodora ; these loose and ambitious females bad been con- 
nected by similar pleasures ; they were sepur ited by the jealousy of 
V ice, anil at lengtli reconciled by the partnership of guilt. Before her 
marriage with Belisarius, Antonina had one liiisband and many loveis ; 
Photiiis, the son of her former nuptials, w as of an age to distinguish 
himself at the siege of Naples; and it w«^s not till the autumn of her 
age and beauty(2) tliat she indulged a scandalous attachment to a 
Thracian youth. Theodosius had been educated in the Ennomiin 
lieresy ; the Alricaii voyage was const'crated by the baptism and aus- 
picious name of the first soldier wdio embarked ; and tlu' proselyte t s 
adopted into the family of his spiritual purents,^3) Beli-arius and An- 
tonina. Before they touched the shores of Africa, this holy kindred 
degenerated into sensual love; <and as Antonina soon overleaped the 
bounds of modesty and caution, the Roman general was alone ignorant 
of his own dishonour. During their residence at Caithage, lie sur- 
prised the two lovers in a subterraneous chamber, solitary, warm, and 
almost naked. Anger flashed from his eyes. IPitA (Ae hflp of this youn^ 
vian (said the unblushing Antonina), 1 was secreting am most precious 


(1) The dilisciicc of Alenia>iiius could add but little U> the four flrct and most cnnoiis 
chapters of Anecdotes. Of these stninure Aiirt dotes, a p.irt may be true, bccaii&c probable-- 
and a part true, because improbable, Procopius must have known the former, and llie latter 
he could scarteiv invent. 

(2) Procopius lii8iiiitateH(Anecdot c. 4 ) that, when Brlisantis letnrned to Italy, (A D 545 ) 
Antoiiiua was sixty years of age. A forced, but more polite constrnctioii. which refers that 
date to the moment when he was writing, (A. D. 55d.) would be coiupatible with the man. 
koQil of Photius, (Gothic, lib 1* c lU ) in 5.1C. 

(5) c ompare ihe Vandalic War (lib. i. c. 12 ) with the Anecdotes, (c. 1.) and Alemauiius. 
(p. 2, .5 ) Ihis mode of baptismal adoption was levived by l.eo the philoboplier. 
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effects from the humledr/e of Justinian. The youth resumed his gar- 
ments, and the pious husband consented to dishcdieve the evidence of 
his own senses. From this plea<»ing and perhaps voluntary delusion, 
Bell >arius was awakened at Syracuse, bv the officious information of 
Macedonia : and that female attendant, after requiring an Ofith for her 
security, produced two chamberlains, who, like herself, had often be- 
held the adulteries of Antonina. A hast) flight into Asia saved 'Fheo- 
dosms from the justice of an injured hiistiand, wlio h.id signified to one 
of liis guards the order of his death ; but the tears of Antonina, and 
her artful seduction, assured the credulous hero of her innocence ; and 
he stooped, against his faith and judgment, to abandtm those imprudent 
friends who had presumed to accuse or doubt the chastity of his wife*. 
The revenge of a guilty w oman is implacable and bloody : the unfor- 
tunate Macedonia, with the two wdtnos'^es, were secretly arrested by 
the minister of her cruelty: their tongues were cut out,’ their bodies 
were hacked into small pieces, and their remains were cast into the sea 
of Syracuse. A rash, though judicious saying of Constantine, “ 1 would 

sooner have punished the adultress than the hoy,’' w as deeply remem- 
bered by Antonina : and tw'o years afterward, when despair had armed 
that oflicev agiiinst his general, her s.inguinary adiice decided and 
hastened his execution. Even the indignation Oi Pl.otius was not for- 
given by his mother; tlie exile of her son prepared the ico.ill of her 
lover; and Theodosius condescended to accept the pre<‘‘ing and huiij- 
hle invitation of the conqueror of Italy. In the absolute direction of 
his household, and in the important commissions of peace and w'ar,(l) 
the favourite youth most rapidly acquiied a fortune of four hundred 
thousand pounds stei’ling ; and, after their return to Constantinople, 
the passion of Antonina, at lea^t, continued ardent and unabalcil. Jlut 
fear, de\otion, and hissitude, jierhaps, inspired Theodosius with more 
serious thoughts. He dreaded the busy scandal of the capital, and the 
indiscreet fondness of the wife of Belisarius ; escaped from her em- 
braces, and, rctningto Ephesus, shaved his head, and took refuge in 
the sanctuary of a monastic life. The despair of the new Ariadne could 
scarcely have been excused by the death of her husband. She wept, she 
tore her hair, she filled the palace with her cries ; she had lost the 
'' dearest of friends, a tender, a faithful, a laborious friend V* But her 
waim entreaties, fortified by the prayers of Belisarius, were insufficient 
to draw the holy monk from the stuitude of Ephesus. It was not till 
the general moved forward for the Persian w\ar, that Theodosius could 
he tempted to leturn to Constantinople; and the short interval before 
the depaiture of Antonina herself was boldly devoted to Jove and plea- 
sure. 

A plnlosopher may pity and forgive the infirmities of female nature, 
from whiUi he receives no real injury ; but contemptible is the husband 
who feels, and yet endures, his own infamy in that of his wife. An- 
tonina pursued her son with im})lacahle hatred ; and the gallant Pho- 
tius(‘2) was exposed to her secret persecutions in the camp beyond the 
Tigris. Enraged by his ow‘n w rongs, and by the dishonour of his blood, 
he cast away in his turn the sentiments of naliiie, and revealed to Be- 
lisauuH the turpitude of a woman who had violated all the duti^^ of a 
mother and a wife. From the surprise and indignation of the Roman 
general, his former credulity appears to have been sincere : he em- 
braced the knees of the son of Antonina, adjured him to remember his 
obligations rather than his birth, an<l confirmed at the altar theii holy 
vows of revenge and mutual defence. The dominion rf Aiittmina was 

(l) 111 Novrnibei r),*??. IMioinis aricjted the pope (LIberAt. Brev. c. 22 Fagi tom li. p. 
5ej ) Ahcmt tin* cud ot 55<), Bcti<)irius sriit I lieodusitis—roi/ n; t»/ <n/rov c<pecTtora^ 
oil an Impnriajit and lucouup toniiiiissiois to UaMiuia Ci.oth III) ii c 18 ) 

Cl) Uieophaiics (CliroiioaiAph. p 201.) him P.Wiwia, the eoiiiii law of Beliwriui; 

and he is ropitd h\ ihr Hibtoiu Misu’lla and Aiustabius. 
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impaired by abbcnce ; and wltc-n she met her husband, on his icturn 
from the I’ersian coniines, Belisarius, in his first arul transient emo- 
tions, confined her person, and tlireatened her life. Photius was more 
resolved to punish, and less prompt to njirdon : he flew to Ephesus ; 
extorted from a trusty eunuch of ms mother the full confession of her 
guilt ; arrested Theodosius and his treasures in the clmrch of St. John 
the apostle, and concealed his captives, whose execution was only de- 
layed, in a secure and sequestered fortress of Cilicia. Such a daring 
outrage against public justice could not pass with impunity ; and the 
cause of Antonina was espoused by the empress, whose favour she had 
deserved by the recent services of the disgrace of a prefect, and the 
exile and murder of a pope. At tlic end of the campaign, IJelisarius 
was recalled ; he complied, as usual, with the imperial mandate. His 
mind was not prepared for rebellion ; his obedience, however adverse 
to the dictates of honour, was consonant to the wishes of his heart'; 
and when he embraced his wife, at the command, and perhaps in the 
jiresence, of the empress, the tender husband was disposed to forgive 
or to be forgiven. The bounty of Theodora reserved for her companion 
a more precious favour. 1 iiave found (she said), my dearesst patri- 
cian, a pearl of inestimable value ; it has not yet been viewed by any 
mortal eye ; but the sight and the possession oi this jewel arc destined 
“ for my friend.” As soon as the curiosity and impatience of Antonina 
were kindled, the door of a bed-chamber was tliniwn open, Jind she be- 
held her lover, whom the diligence of the eunuchs had discovered in his 
secret prison. Her silent wonder hurst n to passionate exclamations of 
gratitude and joy, and she named Thcodoia lier queen, her benefactress, 
and her saviour. The monk of Ephesus was nourished in the palace 
with luxury and ambition ; but, iiiste<ad of assuming, as he was pro- 
mised, the command of the Roman armies, Theodosius expired in the 
first fatigues of an amorous interview. I'he grief of Antonina could 
only be assuaged liy the suflerings of her sun. A youth of consular 
rank, and a sickly constitution, was punished, without a trial, like a 
malefactor and a slave : yet such was the constancy of his mind, that 
Photius sustained the tortures of tlie scourge and the rack, without 
violating the faith which he h.ad sworn to Relisaiius. After this fruit- 
less cruelty, the son of Antonina, while his mother feasted with the eni 
press, was buried in her subterraneous prisons, which admitted not the 
distinction of night and day. He twice escaped to the venerable sanc- 
tuaries of ConsLintinople, the <*lnirches of St. Simhia and of the Virgin * 
but his tyrants w ere insensible of religion jis of pity ; and the hclple 's 
youth, amidst tlic clamours of the clergy and peojde, was tvvi<c dragged 
from the alt.ar to the dungeon. His third attempt was more auccsstul 
At the end of three years, the prophet Zacharia, or some mortal friend, 
indicated the means (J an escape; he eluded the s]>icsaud guards oi ^’le 
empress, reached the lioly sepulchre of Jerusalem, embraced the }uit- 
fession of a monk ; and the abbot l*hothis was employed, aftei tiu' 
death of Justinian, to reconcile and regulate the churches of Egypt 
The son of Antonina suffered all th.it an enemy can inflict : hei patient 
husband imposed on himself the more exquisite misery of viobiting his 
promise ana deserting his friend. 

In the succeeding campaign, Belisariua was again sent against the 
Persians; he saved the east, but he offended Theodora, and perhaps 
the emperor himself.' The malady of Justinian had countenanced the ' 
rumour of his death ; and the Roman general, on the supposition of that 
probable event, spoke the free language of a citizen and a soldier. His 
colleague Buzes, who concurred m the same sentiments, lost his rank, 
his liberty, and his health, by tlie persecution of the empress: but the 
disgrace of Bclisnrius was ;dlevinted by the dignity of his own character, 
and the influence of his wife, wjio iniglit ivjsli to humble, hut could not 
desire to ruin, the partner of her fortunes. Even this removal was 
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coloiireJ l>y the assurance, that the sinking state of Italy would he re- 
trieved by the single presence of the conqueror. But no sooner had lie 
returned, alone and defenceless, than a hostile commission \ias sent to 
the ^ast, to seize his treasures and criminate his actions ; the guards 
and veterans, vho follow^ed his private banner, were distributed ainon^ 
the chiefs of the army, arnl even the eunuchs presumed to cast lots for 
the partition of his martial domestics. When he passed with a sniiill 
and sordid retinue through the streets of Constantinojile, his forlorn 
xjppearance excited tlie amazement and compassion of the people- Jus- 
tinian and Theodora received him with cold ingratitude ; tlie servile 
crowd with insolence and contempt; and in the evening he retired with 
tremhling st^s to his deserted palace. An indisposition, feigned or 
real, liad connned Antonina to her apartment ; and she walked disdain- 
fiillv silent in the adjacent portico, while Belisarius threw himself on 
Ills bed, and expected, in an agony of grief and terror, the death which 
he had so often bnivcd under the wxills of Rome. Long after sunset a 
messenger was announced from the empress ; he opened with anxious 
cuiiosity the letter wliich contained the sentence of his fate. Voii 
“ cannot be ignorant how' mucli you have deserved my disjdeasiire. 1 
Jim not insensible of the ser\ ices of Antonina. To her merits and 
intercession I have grxinted your life, and ]>ermit you to retain a p.ait 
“ of your treasures, whndi migtit be justly forfeited to the state. Let 
“ your gratitude, where it is due, be displayed, nut in w’ovds, but iji 
your future hehaviour.'" 1 know not how to believe or to relate the 
transports with which the hero is said to have received this ignominious 
pardon. He fell prostrxite before liis wife, he kisse<l the feet of his sa- 
viour, and he de^'outly promised to live the grateful and submissive 
slave qf Antonina. A fine of one hundred and twenty thousand pounds 
sterling was levied on the fortunes of Belisarius ; and with tlm oHice 
of count, or master of the royal stable, he accepted the conduct of the 
Italian war. At his depaiture fiom Constantinople, his friends, and 
even tlie public, were persuaded, th<it as soon as he regained his free- 
dom, he would reaouiue his dissimulation ; and that his w ife, 'fheodora, 
and jierhaps the empeiau* himself , would be sacrificed to the just revenge 
of a virtuous rebel. Their hope?, were deceived; and thc3 unconquer- 
able [latience and loyalty of Belisarius appear either Lelow or above tbo 
cliaracter of a man.(I) 


CHAP. XLII. 


Slate oj the Um bai ic wo) hi. — Establishment of tfio Lomhin ds on the 
Danube. — Tribes and imoads of the Sclavonians, — Orir/iii, empve, 
and embassies of the Talks. — 'The flight of ike Avars. — Ckosrovs l. 
or Nushti van, king of Persia. — His prospt ions t eign and wars with 
the /tomans. — The Cholchian or Lazic war — The jEfhiopicns. 


Ouu estimate of personal merit is relative to the common faculties of 
mankind. The aspiring efforts of genius, or virtue, either in activ^e or 
speculative life, are measured, not so much by their real elevxition, xis 
by the height to wliich they ascend above the level of their age or coun- 
try; and tiie same stature, which in a people of giants w'ould pass un- 
noticed, must appear consjjiicuuus in a race of pigmies. Leonidas, and 
ills three hundred companions, devoted their lives at 'J'licrmopylaj ; but 


(O I he coiiliHuator of the thromck of Marcedintn gives, iii a few decent words, (he sfib. 
Itauccorthe Anccd<ite8.— RcliMriusde Orieiiie v'vocatns, in olfeiisam periculiimquc incurrens 
grave, ct luvidi® subjatcits, inrsiis fenmiUir m Ualiain, (|>. 5t) 
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the education of the infant^ the boy, and the man, had prepared, and 
almost ensured, this memorable sacrifice ; and each Spartan would ap- 
prove, rather than admire, an act of duty, of which himself and eight 
thousand of his fellow-citizens were equally capahle.(l) The great 
Fompe^ might inscribe on his trophies, that he had defeated in battle 
two millions of enemies, and reduced fifteen hundred cities from the 
lake Mieotis to the lied Sea ;(^2) but the fortune of Rome flew before 
his eagles ; the nations were oppressed by their own fears, and the in- 
vincible legions which he commanded, had been formed by the habits of 
conquest, and the discipline of ages. In this view, the character of 
Belisarius may be deservedly placed above the heroes of the ancient re- 
publics. His imperfections flowed from the contagion of the times; his 
virtues were his own, the free gift of nature or reflection ; he raised 
himself without a master or a rival ; and so inadequate were the arms 
committed to his hand, that his sole advant^e was derived from the 
pride and presumption of his adversaries. Under his command, the 
subjects of Justinian often deserved to be called Romans: but the un- 
warJike appellation of Greeks was imposed as a term of reproach by the 
haughty Goths ; who aflected to blush, that they might dispute the 
kingdom of Italy with a nation of tra'gedianr^ pantomimes, and pi- 
rates.(3) The climate of Asia has indeed been found less congenial 
than that of Europe, to military spirit ; those populous countries Here 
enervated by luxury, despotism, and superstition ; and the monks wore 
more expensive and more numerous than ihe soldiers of the cast. The 
regular force of the empire had once amounted to six hundred and 
forty-five thousand men : it was reduced, in the time of Justinian, to 
one hundred and fifty thousand ; and this number, large as it may seem, 
was tliiiily sciittcred over the sea and land ; in S]>ain and Italy, in 
Africa and Egypt, on the banks of the Danube, the coast of the Euxine, 
and the frontiers of Persia. The citizen was exhausted, yet the soldier 
was unpaid; his poverty was mischievously soothed by the privilege of 
rapine and indolence ; and the tardy payments were detained and in- 
tercepted by the fraud of those agents who usurp, without counige or 
danger, the emoluments of war. Public and private distress recruited 
the armies of the state ; hut in the field, and still moie in the piesence 
of the enemy, their numbers wei*e always defeclhe. 1 he want of na- 
tional spirit was supplied by the precarious faith and disordeil/ sen ice 
of Barbarian mercenaries. Even military honour, which has (dlen sui- 
vived the loss of virtue and freedom, was almost totally evtiftct. The 
generals, wdio were multiplied beyond the example ot fojirer times 
laboured only to prevent the success, or to sully the reputation of their 
colleagues; and they had been taught by experience, that it meiU some- 
times provoked the jealousy, error, or even guilt, would obtain the in- 
dulgence, of a gracious emperor.(4f) In such an age the trniniphs uf 
Belisarius, and afterward of Nartes, shine with incomparable lustre, 
but they are encompassed with the darkest shades of disgrace and Ciila- 
mity. while the lieutenant of Justinian subdued the kingdoms of the 
Goths and Vandals, the emperor, (5) timid, though ambitious, balanced 

(1) It will be a pleasure, not a task, to read Herodotus ()il> vn g 101 134 p ,5^ 615 ) 
The cunversatlou of Xerves aod Deimr.Uiis at 1 heriiiopyt<£, h )ue oi the must iuteirsiiiit; 
and moral srenes m liistoiy. ,|t was the torture of the royal Spaiian t(> oeliotd, wiiii angitibii 
and letnorse, the virtue of his country. 

(2) .See tirs proud Insciiptioii In IMiny. (Mist. Natur. vii V7 ) Few men liave more ex. 
quisiteJy tasted of glory and disgrace, /lor could Jnieiial (Saur. 10 ) produce i more striking 
example of the vicissitudes of fortune, and the vainly of hiinidii wishes* 

(3) rpaiKovt efiAv TO irporepn ovSeva t? fT«A/oi> tjKovTa eifov, oTi ’rpaywSovff vo, 

vavTor Xuirodi/Tor. Ihia last epitlut of Procopiiia is too nobly translated by pirates ; naval 
thieves are the proper words : strippers of garrieius, cither for injury or insnlr (Uemosihenes 
contia Conoti. in Reisse Orator. GraiC. toiii. ii p. ) 

(,4) See the third and fourth books of the Gothic Wai ' the writer of the Anecdotes cannot 
aggravate ihete abuses. 

(5) Aijaihlas, iih v. p. 137, 158. He connuci this weakness of the emperor and the empire 
to the oid age of Justinian ; but, alas ! he was never young. 
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the forces of the Barbarians^ fomented their divisions by flatterv and 
falsehood^ and invited by his patience and liberality the repetition of 
injuries.(l) The keys of Carthage, Rome, and Ravenna, were pre- 
sented to their conqueror, while Antioch was destroyed by the Persians, 
and Justinian trembled for the safety of Constantinople. 

Even the Gothic victories of Belisarius were prejudicial to the state, 
since they abolished the important barrier of the Upper Danube, which 
had been so faithfully guarded by Theodoric and his daughter. For the 
defence of Italy, the Goths evacuated Pannonia and Noricum, which 
they left in a peaceful and iiourUhing condition : the sovereignty was 
claimed by the emperor of the Romans : the actual possession was aban- 
doned to the boldness of the iirst invader. On the opposite banks of 
tlie Danube, the plains of Upper Hungary and the Transylvanian hills 
were possessed, since the death of Attila, by the tribes of the Gepid«e, 
who respected the Gothic arms, and despised, not indeed the gold of the 
Romans, but the secret motive of their annual subsidies. The vacant 
fortiheations of the river were instantly occupied by these Barbarians : 
their standards were planted on the walls ot Sinnium and Belgrade ; 
and the ironical tone of their apology aggravated this insult on tiie ma- 
jesty of the empire, So extensive, O Ciesar, are your dominions ; so 
numerous are your cities ; that you are continually seeking for na- 
lions to whom, either in peace or war, you may relinquish these use- 
less jiossessions. The Gepidto are your brave and faithful allies ; and 
if they have anticipated your gifts, they have shewn a just confidence 
in your bounty/' Their presumption was excused by the mode of 
revenge which Justinian embraced. Instead of asserting the rights of 
3 sovereign for the protection of his subjects, the emperor invited a 
strange people to invade and possess the Roman provinces between the 
Danube and the Alps ; and the ambition of the G^idse was checked by 
the rising pouer and fame of the LoMBAun8.(2) This corrupt appella- 
tion has been diffused in the thitteenth century by the merchants and 
bankers, the Italian posterity of these savage warriors: but Die original 
name of Langobanh is expressive only of the peculiar length and fashion 
of their beards. I am not disposed either to question or to justify their 
Scandinavian origin ;(3) nor to pursue the migrations of the Lombards 
tlirriTigh unknown regions and marvellous adventures. About the time 
of Augustus and Trajan, a ray of historic light breaks on the darkness 
of their antiquities, and they are discovered, for the first time, between 
the Elbe and the Oder. Fierce, beyond the example of the Germans, 
tliey delighted to propagate the tremendous belief, that their heads were 
formed like the heads of dogs, and that they dnmk the blood of their 
enemies w hoin they vanquLhed in battle. 1 lie smallness of their num- 
bers was recruited bv the adoption of their bravest slaves ; and alone, 
amidst their powerfiil neighbours, they defended by arms their high- 
s))irited independence. In the tempests of the north, wliicli over- 
whelmed so many names and mitions, this little bai'k of tlie Lombards 
still fioated on the surface : they gradually descended towards the south 
and the Danube ; and at the end of four hundred years they again 
appear with their ancient > alour and renown« Their manners were not 

(1) Tbi» mischievous p Ucy, wh^ch Procopius (Auecdot. c. 19 ) imputes to the emperor, 
18 reveuled iii bis epistles lo a Scythian prince, who was capable of uiidei standi ui( it. 
trfjopitjOtjv Kat uyx<*'ova’TaTOvr, says Agaillias V. p 170, 171 ) 

('i) Gens GeimanA fentate feroclor, says Velleius Paterculus of the Lonibaids (ii. 106 > 
laiigobardos paucUas iiobilitat. Flurimia ac valeiitissimis iialioiiibus clnctl <1911 per 
(]uiiiin sed praelus et periclitando tiiti sunt ( I'acit. de Moribus Oernian. c 40 1 . bee likewise 
Strabo (lib vii. p 446' ). 'I be best geographers place them beyond Ibe fclbe.in the bishopric 
of Magdebiiigh and the middle march of Brandeiiburgb ; and their situarion will agrre with 
the patriotic remark of the count de Herieburg, that most of the fiarbaiiari coiiqiierors issued 
from the same countries, whirli still produce the armies of Prussia. 

(3) The Scandinavian origin of the Gottis and Lombards, as stated by Pan) Wariiefnd, sar* 
named the deacon, is attacked by Ciuveniis (Gei mania Aiitiq. lib iii c. 28, p. a 

native of Prussia, and defended by Grotius (Prolegom. ad Hist. Goth p 28, iLc j tbe Swedish 
ambassador. 
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less ferocious. The assassination of a royal st was excoutcvl in the 
presence, and by the command, of tlie king s <l,mgliter, who had been 
provoked by some words of insult, and disappointe<l by his diminutive 
stature ; and a tribute, the price of blood, was imposed on the Lom- 
bards, by his brother, the king of the Ilcruli. Adversity revived a 
sense of moderation and justice, and the iil'^olence of conquest was chas- 
tised by the signal defeat and irreiJurable disporhion of the lleruli, 
who were seated in the southern provinces of Poland.(l) The victories 
of the Lombards recommended them to the frieruKhip of the emperors ; 
and at the solicitation of Justinian, they passed the Danube, to reduce, 
according to their treaty, the cities of Noricum and the fortresses of Pdii- 
nonia. But the spirit of rapine soon tempted them beyond these ample 
limits ; they wandered along the coast of the lladrijitic as far as Dyrra- 
chium, and presumed, with familiar rudeness, to enter the towns and 
houses of tlieir Homan allies, and to seize the captives who had escaped 
from their audacious hand?. These acts of hostility, the sallies, as it 
might be pretended, of some loose adventurers, were disowned by the 
nation, and excusea liy the emperor; but the arms of the Lombard'll 
were more seriou'sly engaged by a conte>t of thirty years, which was 
terminated only by the extirpation of the Gepidae. The hostile nations 
often pleaded their cause before the throne of Constantinople ; and tlie 
crafty Justinian, to whom the Barbarians were almost equally odiotis, 
pronounced a partial and ambiguous si ntence, and dexterously pro- 
tracted the war by slow and ineffectual s- ccours. Their strength was 
formidable, ^ince the Lombards, who sent into the field several myriads 
of soldiers, still claimed, as the weaker side, the protection of the Ho- 
mans. Their spirit was intrepid ; yet such is the uncertainty of courage, 
that the two armies were suddenly struck with a ]>anic : they lied from 
each other, and the rival kings remained with their guards in the midst 
of an empty plain. A short truce was obtained ; but their mutual 
resentment again kindled ; and the remembrance of their shame ren- 
dered the next encounter more desperate and bloody. Forty tlioiisaucl 
of the Barbarians perished in the decisive battle, which broke the power 
of the Gepidai, transferred the fears and wishes of Justinian, ami liisf; 
displayed the character of Alboin, the youthful prince of Che Lombdids, 
ana the future conqueror of Italy. (2) 

The wild people, who dwelt or wandered in the plains of Hussia, Li- 
thuania, and Poland, might be reduced, in the age of Justinian, under 
the two great families of the Bulg arians( 3) and the Sclavonians. Ac- 
cording to the Greek writers, the former, who touched the Euxiiie and 
the lake of Maeotis, derived from the Huns their name or dcs<’ent ; ai:d 
it is needless to renew the siin]de and well-known picture of Tariar 
manners. They were bold and dexterous archers, who di’ank the , 
and feasted on the flesh of their fleet and indefatigable horses ; wliosc 
flocks and herds followed, or rather guided, the motions of their roving 
camps ; to whose inroads no country was remote or impervious, and who 
were practised in flight, though incapable of fear. The nation was 
divided into two powerful and hostile tribes, who pursued each other 
with fraternal hatred. They eagerly disputed the friendship, or rather 

(1) Two fdcls It) tlie narrative of Paul DIacoiitis (lib 1. c. 20.) are expressive of national 
Tiiauiiers.'-l. Oum fid tafnUam luderet— wblle he played at draug Ins 'Z < .trnpoiiiiu vii i' 
daiitia lie niltivatioii of flax supposes propeity, coiiimetce, agriculiine, ami manti 
fat cures. 

(2) I have used, ultiiout undertaking to reconcile, the facts iti Piocopius (doth, lib it. 
c. 14 lib. lii. c. 33,34 lib. Iv. c. 18—25.) Paul Diacoiiiis (de Oeatis I^itisobard lib i. c. l- 
23. in Muraton, script. Rcriini Itallcaium, tom. 1. p 405-419 ), and Joniaudes (de biicccsii. 
Regiioriini, p iiiZ.). pie patient reader may draiv some light from Mascoii (Hist ut tin 
Get mans, and Aiitioiat. 23 ) and de liuat (Uibt, des Penples, At. toin. 9—11 ) 

(3) 1 adopt the aptieiiation of Bulgarians, Irom bniiodtus (In Paiiegyr 'theortoriti, Opp. 
Slrmoud, tom. i. p. 1598, 1599,), Jornaudes (de Rebus Getlcis, c v. p. 191 et de Uegn suc- 
cehsloiic, p 242 ), riicopbanes (p. 185 ) and the Chronicles of Casslodorus and MarcelHmis. 
'Ihe name ot Hiiin> is too vague , the tubes ot the Cuttui'^uriaiis and Utlureuriatis are (po 
111 mute aud ton harsh 
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the gifts of tJie emperor ; and the distinction which nature had fixed 
between the faithful dog and the rapacious wolf, was applied by an am- 
bassador, who received only verbal instructions from the mouth of his 
illiterate prince.(l) The Bulgarians, of whatsoever species, were equally 
attracted by Roman wealth : they assumed a vague dominion over the 
Sclayonian name, and their rapid marches could only be stopped by the 
Baltic sea, or the extreme cold and poverty of the north. But the same 
race of Sclavoiiians appears to have maintained, in every iige, tlie pos- 
session of the same countries. Tlieir numerous tribes, liowever distant 
or adverse, used one common langutige, it was harsh and irregular, and 
were known by the resemblance of their form, which deviated from the 
swarthy Tartar, and approached, without attaining, the lofty stature 
and fair complexion of the German. Four thousand six hundred vil- 
lages(2) were scattered o\'er the provinces of Russia and Poland, and 
their huts were hastily built of rough timber, in a country deficient both 
in stone and iron. Erected, or rather concealed, in the depth of fo- 
rests, on the banks of rivers, or the edge of morasses, wo may not, per- 
haps, without flattery, compare them to the architecture of the heaver ; 
which they resembled in a double issue, to the land and water, for the 
escape of the savage inhabitants, an animal less cleanly, less diligent, 
and less social, than that marvellous quadruped. The fertility of the 
soil, rather tlian the labour of the natives, supplied the rustic plenty of 
the Sclavonians. Their sheep and liorned oattle were large ana numer- 
ous, and the fields which they sowed with millet and panic, (3) afibrdefi, 
in the place of bread, a coarse and less nutritive food. The incessant 
ra])ine of their neighbours compelled them to bury this treasure in the 
earth ; but on the appearance of a stranger, it was freely imparted by a 
]ieopIe, vvliose unf.ivourablo charmjter is qualified by the epithets of 
chaste, patient, and hospitable. As their supreme god, they adored an 
invisible master of the thunder. The rivers and the nymphs obtained 
their subordinate honours, and the popular worship was expressed in 
vows and sficrifice. The Sclavonians disdained to obey a despot, a 
j>rince, or even a magistrate ; but their experience w*is too narrow, their 
passjions too headstrong, to compose a system of equal law or general 
defence. Some \ oluntary respect was yielded to age and valour ; but 
each tribe or village existed as a separate republic, and all must be per- 
suadt*d wliere none could he compelled. Tliey fought on foot, almost 
naked, and, except an unwieldy shield, v^ithout any defensive armour: 
tlunr HC ipons of otfence wore a bow*, a quiver of small poisoned arrows, 
and a long rope, which they dexterously threw from a distance, and 
eiit«ingled their enemy in a running noose. In the field, the Sclavouian 
infantry waa dangerous by their s])ecd, agility, and hardiness: they 
swam, they dived, they remained under water, di awing their breath 
through .) hollow cane ; and a river or lake was often the scene of their 
urisucpected ambuscade. But these were the achievements of spies or 
stragglers : the military art was unknown to the Sclavonians ; their 
name wa>» obscure, and their conquests were inglorjous.(l) 


(l) proropm? v'Goth. lib iv. r. 19.). IIis verbal ineasiiji (be ftw'ns himself aii illUerate 
11.11 banaii) is deloeretl :is an epistle I lie style is sava({e, tli: oatoe, and orii{iiMl. 

(U) Ibis sum IS the result of a particular list, in a ciiiio.'s Ms. Ir.igrnent of the yeai 510, 
found III the library of Milan. The obscure gcojtiapliy of the tunes provokes and everciscs the 
p.aicntc ol the count de bi.at (tom \i. p G'l-189 ) I he French minister often lo&e& him- 
self in a wilderness which rcr|iiiies .i Saxon and Polish giinle. 

(5) rainctim nnlturn, see Coltiiiiclla, lib it c. 9 p 450 edit. Gesner. Pliii. Hist. N'atur. 
JM.SJl 'ij. The harucitiaiis made a p.ip ol millet, inmcled with marc’s milk «>r Wood. In 
the wealth ot modem hiisbundiy, oni millet feeds poultry, and not heroes. .Sec the dictioiia. 
lies ot Boinare and Miller. , . „ , . 

{i\ For the name and nation, the situation and niatiiicrs, of the Sclavonians, see the oiiginal 
evidence of the sixth eeniiiry, m Procopius (.uuih hb, li. c I’fi lib in c 14 ) and the empe- 
ror Miiniltiiis or Maurice (StraMuemat. Iio ii. c o. apiid Masc^iu, Aiinotat. 31.) The Strata- 
cems ol Maiinre have been printed only, as I unde stand, at the md of Scheffer s edition of 
Aniau’s lactics, at Upsal, 16(>l crabiic biblict. C,r.\c. lib. iv. c. 8. tom. in p. 27« ) a scarce, 
and hitherlu, to me, an inaccobkiblc booh. 
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*1 have marked the faint and general outline of the Sclavonlans 
and Bulgarians, without attempting to define their intermediate boun- 
daries^ which were not accurately known, or respected, by the Barba-* 
rians themselves. Their importance was measured by their vicinity to 
the empire ; and the level country of Moldcavia and Walachia was occu- 
pied by the Antes,( 1) a Sclavonian tribe, which swelled the titles of Jus- 
tinian with an epithet of conquest. (2) Against the Antes he erected the 
fortifications of the Lower Danube ; and laboured to secure the alliance 
of a people seated in the direct channel of northern inundation, an in- 
terviu of two hundred miles between the mountains of Transylvania and 
the Euxine sea. But the Antes wanted power and inclination to stem 
the fury of the torrent : and the light-armed Sclavonians, from a hun- 
dred tribes, pursued with almost equal speed the footsteps of the Bul- 
garian horse. The payment of one piece of gold for each soldier, pro- 
cured a safe and easy retreat through the country of the Gepida*, who 
commanded the passage of the Upper Danube.(3) The hopes or fears of 
the Barbarians ; their intestine union or discord ; the accident of a 
frozen or shallow stream ; the prospect of harvest or vintage ; the pros- 
perity or distress of tne llomans ; were the c^iuses which produced the 
uniform repetition of annual visits,(4) tedious in the narrative, and 
destructive in the event. The same year, and possibly the same month, 
in which Ravenna siiiTendered, was marked by an invasion of the Huns 
or Bulgarians, so dreadful, that it almost effaced the memory of their 
past inroads. They spread from the suburbs of Constantinople to the 
Ionian gulf, destroyed thirty-two cities or < istlcs, erased Potidiea, which 
Athens had built and Philip had besieged, and repassed the Danube, 
dragging at their horses' heels one hundred and twenty thousand of the 
subjects of Justinian. In a subsequent inroad they pierced the wall of 
the Thracian Chersonesus, extirpated the habitations and the inhabit- 
ants, boldly traversed the Helles^nt, and returned to their companions, 
laden with the spoils of Asia. Another party, which seemed a multi- 
tude in the eyes of the Romans, penetrated, without opposition, from 
the straits of Thermopylae to the isthmus of Corinth ; and the last ruin 
of Greece has appeared an object too minute for the attention of history. 
The works which the emperor raised for the protection, but at the ex- 

{ lense of his subjects, served only to disclose the weakness of some neg- 
ected part, and the walls, which, by flattery, had been deemed impreg- 
nable, were either deserted by the garrisons, or scaled by the Barbarians. 
Three thousand Sclavonians, who insolently divided themselves into 
two bands, discovered the wealeness and misery of a triumphant reign. 
They passed the Danube and the Ilebrus, vanquished the Roman gene- 
rals who dared to oppose their progress* and plundered, with impunity, 
the cities of Illyricum and Thrace, eacii of which had arms and num- 
bers to overwhelm their contemptible assailants. Whatever praise 
boldness of the Sclavonians may deserve, it is sullied by the wanton and 
deliberate cruelty which they are accused of exercising on their prison- 
ers. Without distinction of rank, or age, or sex, the captix^es were 
impaled or flayed alive* or suspended between four posts, and beaten 
with clubs till they expired, or enclosed in some spacious buildings, and 
left to perish in the flames with the spoil and cattle winch might mipedc 

(1) AntM eorum . . . Taysis qtil rapidus et vortlciisus In Hi^tn dueiita fiirrns 

devolfitur (Joniaiides, c v 194. edit. Miiraior. Procopius, noth. Ub. ui. c. H et de 
Edidc. lib. iv, c 7) Yet the same Procopius mentions the Goths and Huns as tieishbonis, 
jetro¥ovitra, to the Danube (de Edidc. lib. Iv. r. 1 ). 

(3) The national title of Jftticuf, in the laws and iiis«.iiptlon8 of Justinian, was adopted by 
his successors, and is Jiistiiled by the pious JLtideuiy (iii Vu. Jusniiiau. p. it bad 

strangely puzzled the civilians of the middle age 
(3) Procopius, Goth. lib. iv. c. 

(4) An inroad of the lluiis is connected, by Procopuis, with a comet , perhaps that of .W1 
(Perslu# lib. ii, c, 4.). Agatliias (lib. v. p. 154, 155.) borrows ftoui his predecessors some 
early facta. 
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the march of these sava^ victora.(l ) Perhaps a more impartial iicwra- 
tive would reduce tlie number, and qualify the nature, of these horrid 
acts ; and they might sometimes be excused by the cruel laws of reta- 
liation. In the siege of Topirus,("^) whose obstinate d^ence had en- 
raged the Sclavonians, they massacred fifteen thousand miiles ; but they 
spared the women and children ; the most valuable captives were Jilways 
reserved for labour or ransom; the servitude w'fis not rigorous, and the 
terms of their deliverance were speedy and moderate. But the subject, 
or the historian of Justinian, exhaled his just indignation in the lan- 
guage of complaint and reproach ; and Procopius has confidently 
affirmed, that in a reign of thii-ty-two yeara, each annual inroad of the 
Barbarians consumed two hundred thousand of the inhabitants of the 
Roman empire. The entire population of Turkish Europe, which nearly 
corresponds with the provinces of Justinian, would perhaps be incapable 
of supplying six millions of persons, the result of this incredible esti- 
mate. (3) 

In the midst of these obscure calamities, Europe felt the sliock of a 
revolution, which first revealed to the world the niime and nation of the 
Turks. Like Romulus, the ficainder of that martial people was suckled 
by ft she-wolf, who afterward made him the father of a numerous pro- 
geny ; and the representation of that animal in the banners of the Turks 
preserved the memory, or rather suggested the idea, of a fable, which 
was invented, without any mutual intercourse, by the sliepherds of La- 
tium and those of Scythia. At the equal distance of two thousand miles 
from the Caspian, tlie Icy, the Chinese, and the Bengal seas, a ridge of 
mountains is conspicuous, the centre, and perhaps the summit, of Asia ; 
which, in the language of different nations, has been styled Imaus, and 
Caf,(4-) and Altai, and the Golden Mountains, and the girdle of the 
Earth. TJie sides of the hills were productive of minerals ; and the 
iron forges, (5) for the purpose of war, were exercised by the Turks, the 
most despised portion of the slaves of the great khan of the Geougen. 
But their servitude could only last till a leader, bold and eloquent, should 
arise, to persuade his countrymen, that the same arms, which they forged 
for their masters, might become, in their own hands, the instruments 
of freedom and victcfrjr. They saUied from the mountuiu ;(6) a sceptre 
was the reward of his advice ; and the annual ceremony, in which a 
piece of iron was heated in the fire, and a smith s hammer was succes- 
sively handled by the prince and his nobles, recorded for ages the hum- 
ble profession and rational pride of the Turkish nation. Bertezena, their 
first leader, signalized their valour and his own in successful combats 
against the neighbouring tribes ; but when he presumed to ask in mar- 
riage the daughter of the great khan, the insolent demand of a slave 

(1) The CiticUieeof the SclavooHic* are related or masnifled by Procopius (Goth lib ill. 

c. ). For their mild .uid lihernl behaviour to tbeir pilsoners, we may appeal to Uie 

authority, somewhat more lecent, ot the emperor Maiiiice (Stiatugem. Ilh. ii c. .50. 

(2) 'fopirus was situate near Plulippi in Thrace, or Macedonia, opposite to llic isle of 
Thasos, twelve days journey from Constantinople (Celtaniis, tom, 1 p. 076— HIO ) 

(3) According to the malevolent testimony of the Anecdoits (c, 18), these inroads had 
reduced the provinces, south of the Danube, to the state of a Scythian wilderness 

(4) Fromcaf to laf; which a more rational geography would interpret from linaus, per- 
haps to mount Atlas. According to the religious philosophy or the Mahometans, the basis of 
mount Caf is an emerald, whose rejection produces the azure of the sky Tbe mountain is 
endowed with a sensitive action in its roots or nerves , and their vibration, at the corauiaiid 
ofGod, IS the taitse of eaithqnakes (D’Herbelot, p 2.30,231.). 

(5) 1 he Siberi.«i non Is the best and most plentiful in the world ; and In the southern parts, 
above sixty mines are now worked by the indiistiyof the llnssiaiis (^trnhienlM ig, Uist. ol 
Siberia, p. 34J 3H7. Voyage eii Mbenc, par TAbbf < happe d’Aiilerot he, p »'•?, hOS. edit. 
Ill I2mo Amsterdam, 1770) Htc links ottered iron for sale, yet the ttoniau aiittMS’sadors, 
with strange obstinacy, persisted in believing thit it was ,iV a trick, and that then eotmtiy 
produced none (Menander In I’xrerpt Leg p 1.52). 

(6) Of Irgaiin kon (Abnlghazi Khan, Hist. Geiiealoglque des Tartais, P. 2 c o. p. 71— 77. 
c 15. p. 155,). Ibe iraduioii of the Moguls, of the lonr bundled and Ofty years which they 
passed in the moimtains, agrees with the Liiinese peilods of the InsUiry of tbe Huns and 
Turks (De Gulgnes, tom. 1. part 2. p. 316% and the twenty generations, ftom the reatoratlon 
to Zingis, 
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and a mechanic wvis ccntemptuously rejectee!. The disgrace was ex- 
]>iated by a more noble alliance with a princess of China ; and the deci- 
sive battle, which almost extirnatod trie nation of the Geougen, esta- 
blished in Tartary the new ana more powerful empire of the Turks. 
They reigned over the north ; but they confessed the vanity of con- 
quest, by their faithful attachment to the mountain of their lathers. 
The royal encampment seldom lost sight of mount Altai, from whence 
the river Irtish descends to water the rich pastures of the Calmucks,(l) 
which nourish the largest sheep and oxen in the world. The soil is 
fruitful, and the climate mild and temperate : the happy region was 
ignorant of earthquake and pestilence ; the emperor's throne was turned 
to^ ards the east, and a golden wolf, on the top of a spear, seemed to 
guard the entrance of his tent. One of the successors of Bertezena was 
tempted by the luxury and superstition of China ; but his design of 
building cities and temples was defeated by the simple wisdom of a Bar- 
barian counsellor. The Turks" he said are not equal in number to 
one-hundredth part of the inhabitants of China. If we balance their 
power, and elude heir armies, it is because we wander without any 
fixed habitations, in the exercise of war and hunting. Are we strong) 
M '0 advance and conquer : are we feeble ? we retire and are concealed. 
“ Should Uio Turks confine themselves within the walls of cities, the loss 
of a battle would be the destruction of their empire. The Bonzes preach 
only patience, humility, and the renunciation of the woild. Such, () 
king f is not the religion of heroes." Th*'v entertained with less reluc- 
tance the doctrines of Zoroaster ; but tl^e greatest part of the nation 
acquiesced, without inquiry, in the opinions, or rather in the practice, of 
their ancestors. The honours of sacrifice were reserved for the su})remc 
Deity ; they acknowledged, in rude hymns, their obligations to the air, 
the fire, the water, and the earth ; and their priests derived some profit 
from the art of divination. Their unwritten laws were rigorous and im- 
partial : theft was punished by a tenfold restitution : Jidultery, treason, 
and murder, with death ; and no chastisement could be inflicted too severe 
for the rare and inexpiable guilt of cowardice. As the subject nations 
marched under the standard of the Turks, their cavalry, both men and 
horses, were proudly computed by millions ; one of their effective armies 
consisted of four hundred thousand soldiers, and in less than fifty years 
they were connected in peace and u ar with the ttomana, the Persians, 
and the Chinese. In their northern limits, some vestige may be disro- 
vered of the form and situation of Kamtschatka, of a people of hiintci s 
and fishermen, whose sledges were drawn by dogs, and whose habita- 
tions were buried in the earth. The Turks were ignorant of astronom}' ; 
but the observation taken by some learned Chinese, with a gu(*mon of 
eight feet, fixes the royal ciunp in the latitude of forty-nine degrets, 
and marks their extreme progress within three, or at least ten degri s, 
of the polar circle.(^} Among thpir southern conqu€»sts, the most splen- 
did was that of the Nepthalites or White Huns, a polite and warlike* 
peojile, wlio possessed the commercial cities of Bochara and Samarcarul, 
who had vanquished the Persian monarch, and carried their victorious 
arms along the hanks, and perhaps to the mouths of the Indus. On the 
side of the west, the Turkish cavalry advanced to the lake Mseotis. They 
passed that lake on the ice. The khan, who dwelt at the foot of mount Altai, 
issued his commands for the siege of Bosphorus, (3) a city, the voluntary 
subjects of Rome, and whose princes had formerly been the friends of 

(1) The country of the Tiiiks, now of the Ciiliiiuchs, is well described In the Gciiealoifical 
History, p. 521—562. The curious notes of the I reiich translator are cnUrifed and digested iii 
the second volume of the English version. 

(2) Visdeloii, p. Ul. 151. The fact, thoog'-i it strictly belongs to a stibordiiiate and sneers* 
sive tribe, may be introduced here. 

(S) Vrocopius, Persic. Mb. i. c 12. lib ii c. 3, Peyssonncl (Observations sni Ics IVnp*os 
Barbares, p.99, 100.) dedties the distance between CaflTaaiid the Old Uosphoius at sis'leeii loni; 
Tartar leagues. 
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Athens.{l) To the east, the Turks invaded China, as often as the 
vi^^our of the government was relaxed ; and I am taught to read in the 
history of the times, that they mowed down their patient enemies like 
hemp or grass ; and that the mandarins auplauded the wisdom of an em- 
peror who repulsed these barbarians with golden lances. This extent 
of savage empire compelled the Turkish monarch to establish three sub- 
ordinate princes of his ow n blood, who soon forgot their gratitude and 
allegiance. The conquerors were enervated by luxuw, which is always 
fatal, except to an industrious people ; the policy of China solicited the 
vanuuished nations to resume their independence ; and the power of the 
Turks was limited to a period of two hundred years. The revival of 
their name and dominion in the southern countries of Asia, are the 
events of a later iige ; and the dynasties, which succeeded to their native 
realms, may sle^ in oblivion ; aince t/teir history bears no relation to 
the decline and fall of the Roman empire.(2) 

In the rapid career of conquest, the Turks attacked and subdued the 
nation of the Ogors or Varchonites on the banks of the river Til, whicli 
derived the epithet of black from its dark water or gloomy fore8ts.{3) 
The khan of the Ogors was slain with three hundred thousand of his 
subjects, and their bodies were scattered over the space of four day’s 
journey ; their surviving countrymen acknowledged the strength ajid 
mercy of the Turks ; and a small portion, about tw^enty thousand war- 
rioi-s, preferred exile to servitude. The} followed the well-known road 
of the Volga, cherished the error of the nations who confounded tlfem 
with the Avars, and spre-ad the terror of that false though famous appel- 
lation, which had not, how'ever, saved its lawful proprietors from the 
yoke of the '’rurks.(4f) After a long and victoiious march, tlie new 
A^ars arrived at the foot of mount Cauciisus, in the country of the 
Alani(5) and Circassians, where they first heard of the splendour and 
weakness of the Roman empire. They humbly requested their confe- 
derate, the prince of the Alani, to lead them to this source of riches; 
and their ambassador, with the permission of the governor of Lazica, 
was transported by the Euxine sea to Constantinople. The whole city 
was poured forth to behold with cuiiosity and terror the aspect of a 
strange people ; their long hair, which hung in tresses down their hacks, 
was gracefully hound with ribbons, but the rest of their habit appeared 
to imitate the fashion of the Huns, When they were admitted to the 
audience of Justinian, Candish, the first of the ambassadors, addressed 
the Roman emperor in these terras : — You see before you, O mighty 
prince, the representatives of the strongest and most populous of 
nations, the invincible, the irresistible Avars. We are willing to de- 
vote ourselves to your service : we are able to vanquish and destroy 
all the enemies who now disturb your I'epose. But we expect, as the 
" price of our alliance, as the reward of our valour, precious gifts, an- 
nual subsidies, and fruitful possessions.'* At the time of this embassy, 

O) See, 111 J Meinoit of M. de BozeflUem. de TAcadeinie de« Inscriptions, tom vi. p. 519 
-d65.), tte anciejil kings and medals of tbe Cimmerian bospliorus; and the gratitude of 
Athens, in the Oration of Demosthenes against Leptlnes (tit Keiske, Orator. Unec. torn. i. 
p. 466, 467 

(?) For the oiigin and revolutions of the first 1 urkisli empire, the Cliliiese details are bnr 
rowed from De Ouignes (HiKt des Huns, tom, i. p 2 p. 367 — 46?.), and Visdeloii (Supplement 
a la Bibllothequc Orient. d*Herbelot, p 8? >114 ) The <»ieek or Homan bints are gathered in 
Menander, (p. 108—161 ) and 1 lieopbviait Simocatta (lib. vll. c. 7, 8 ), 

(3) 1 he river I ji, or I'ufa, accoidiiig to the geography of De Outgoes (tom i. part 2 p. 58, 
and 352.}, is a siii..ll thiMigh grateful stream of the desert, that fiills Into the Orbon, Setinga, 
&c. See Bell, Journey from Petershurgh to Pekin (vol li p 124 ) j yet hii own description 
of tbe Keat, down which he sulled Into the ohy, represents the name and aitribntei of the 
hlack-river (p 139 ). 

(1} Tbeophyiact, lib vii. c 7, 8. dnd yet Ins true Avars are invisible even to the eyes of 
M. de (fUignes; and what can be more illustrious than the Jalse^ The right of tbe fugitive 
Ogors to that national appellation is confessed by tbe Turks themselves, (Menander, p. IDB.) 

(5) The Alain are still found In the Genealogical History of the T'artars, (p. GI 7 .) and In 
d*Anvllle'a maps, i hey opposed the march of the generals Zingis round tlie Casphut tea, 
and were overthrown in a great battle (Hist, de Geiiglscan, lib. iv. c. 9. p. 417.), 

Vol. hi. 1 
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Justinian Itad reigned above thirtv, he had lived abeve seventf^dvO 
years ; his mind^ as well as his body, was feeble and languid ; and the 
conqueror of Africa and Italy^ careless of the permanent interests of his 
people^ aspired only to end his days in the oosom even of inglorious 
peace. In a studied oration^ he imparted to the senate his resolution to 
dissemble the insult^ and to purchase the friendship of the Avars ; and 
the whole senate^ like the mandarins of China^ applauded the incompa- 
rable wisdom and foresight of their sovereign. The instruments of 
luxury were immediately prepared to captivate the Barbarians ; silken 
garments^ soft and splendid beds^ and chains and collars incrusted with 
ji^ld. The ambassaaors, content with such liberal reception^ departed 
from Constantinople^ and Valentin, one of the emperor's guards, was 
sent with a similar character to their camp at the foot of mount Caucasusr 
As their destruction or their success must be alike advantageous to the 
empire, he persuaded them to invade the enemies of Rome ; and they 
were easily tempted, by gifts and promises, to gratify their ruling inclU 
nations. These fugitives, who fled before the Turkish arms, passed the 
Tamils and Borystnenes, and boldly advanced into the heart of Poland 
and Germany, violating the law of nations, and abusing the rights of 
victory. Before ten years had elapsed, their camps were seated on the 
Danube and the Elbe, many Bulgarian and Sclavonian names were ob- 
literated from the earth, and the remainder of their tribes are found, as 
tributaries and vassals, under the standard of the Avars. The chagan, 
the peculiar title of their king, still affected to cultivate the friendship 
of the emperor ; and Justinian entertained fome thoughts of fixing them 
in Pannonia, to balance the prevailing power of the Lombards. But the 
virtue or treachery of an Avar betray^ the secret enmity and ambiti- 
ous designs of their countrymen : and they loudly complained of the 
timid, though jealous policy, of detaining their ambassadors, and deny- 
ing the arms which they had been allowed to purchase in the capital of 
the empire.(l) 

Perhaps the apparent change in the dispositions of the emperors, may 
be ascribed to the embassy which was received from the conquerors of 
the Avar8.(2) The immense distance, which eluded their arms, could 
not extinguish their resentment : the Turkish ambassadors pursued the 
footsteps of the vanquished to the Jaik, the Volga, mount Caucasus, 
the Euxine, and Constantinople, and at length appeared before the suc- 
cessor of Constantine, to request that he would not espouse the cause 
of rebels and fugitives. Even commerce had some share in this re- 
markable negotiation : and the Sogdoites, who were now the tributaries 
of the Turks, embraced the fair occasion of opening, by the north of the 
Caspian, a new road for the importation of Cninese silk into the Roman 
empire. The Persian, who preferred the navigation of Ceylon, had 
stopped the caravans of Bocnaxa and Samarcand: their silk was cou* 
temptuously burnt : some Turkish ambassadors died in Persia, with a 
suspicion of poison ; and the gredt khan permitted his faithful vassal 
Maniach, the prince of the Sogdoites, to propose, at the Byzantine 
court, a treaty of alliance against their common enemies. Their splen- 
did apparel and rich presents, the fruit of oriental luxury, distinguished 
Maniach and his colleagues from the rude savages of the north : their 
letters, in the Scythian character and language, announced a people 
who hod attained the rudiments of science ;(3) they enumerated the 

(1) Tbe euibaesies and firtt conquests of tbe Avars may be read In Menander (Excerpt. 
Lefat. p. 89—101. 154, 155.), Tbeopbanes Cp* 296.) tbe liistorfa Miscefla (lib. yvl. p. 109.j 
«ud Gregory of lours (lib. Iv. c. £3, 28. lii tbe Historians of France, torn, iu p 814. 217. 

it) Tbeopbanes (Cbron. p S04.;, and tbe Hist. MiscelJ.t (lib. x\i. p lia), as understood 
by De Gulguei(tora. I. part. 8. p. ^4.), appear to stieak of a liirkish embassy to Jueiiniau 
bimaelf ; but that of Matiiacb. in tbe fourth year of bis successor Justin, is positively tbe first 
that reached Constantiuople (Menander, p 108 >. 

(3) The Ttu&siiins h^ve found cliaractcre, rOdc faieroglypbtcs, on the Irtish and Yenisei, on 
medals, tombs, idols, rockii obelisks, &c (Sirahlenberg, Hist of Siberia, p. 324. 346. 428. 429.) 
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e<mque6t<}^ they offBred the friendship and military aid of the Turks I 
and their sincerity was attested by aireful imprecations (if they were 
guilty of falsehood) against their own head, and the head of Oisabul 
their master. The Greek prince entertuned with hospitable re^rd the 
ambassadors of a remote and powerful monarch : the sight of silkworms 
and looms disappointed the hopes of the Sogdoites ; the emperor re« 
nounced^ or seemed to renounce^ the fugitive Avars> but he accepted 
the alliance of the Turks ; and the ratification of the treaty was carried 
by a Roman minister to the foot of mount Altai. Under tiie successors 
of Justinian^ the friendship of the two nations was cultivated by fre- 
quent and cordial intercourse ; the most favoured vassals were permitted 
to imitate the example of the great khan^ and one hundred and six 
Turks^ who> on various occasions^ had visited Constantinople, departed 
at the same time for their native country. The duration and length of 
the journey from the Byzantine court to mount Altai, are not specified: 
it might have been difficult to mark a road through the nameless de- 
serts, the mountains, rivers, and morasses of 1 artary ; but a curious 
account has been preserved of the reception of the Roman ambassadors 
at the royal camp. After they had been purified with fire and incense, 
according to a rite still practised under the sons of Zingis, they were 
introduced to the presence of Disabul. In a valley of the Golden 
Mountain, they found the great khan in his tent, seated in a chair with 
wheels, to which a horse might be occasionally harnessed. As soon as 
they had delivered their presents, which were received by the i>roper 
officers, they exposed, in a florid oration, the wishes of the Roman em- 
peror, that victory might attend the arms of the Turks, that their reign 
might be long and prosperous, and that a strict alliance, nithout envy 
or deceit, might for ever be maintained between the tuo most poner* 
ful nations of the earth. The answer of Disabul corresiionded with 
these friendly professions, and the ambassadors were seatea by his side, 
at a banquet which lasted the greate^^t part of the day ; tlie tent was 
.surrounded with silk hangings, and a Tartar liquor was served on the 
table, which possessed at least the intoxicating qualities of wine, 'i'he 
entertainment of the succeeding day was more sumptuous ; the silk 
hangings of the second tent were embroidered in various figures ; and 
the royal seat, the cups, and the vases, w'ere of gold. A third }mvi]ion 
was supported by columns of gilt wood ; a bed of pure and massy gold 
was raised on four peacocks of the same metal ; and before the entrance 
of the tent, dishei^ basins, and statues of solid silver, and admirable 
art, were ostentatiously piled in waggons, the monuments of valour 
rather than of industry. When Disabul led his armies against the fron- 
tiers of Persia, his Roman allies fullow'ed many days the march of the 
Turkish camp, nor were they dismissed till they had enjoyed their pre- 
cedency over the envoy of the great king, w hose loud and intemperate 
clamours interrupted the silence of the royal banquet, 'riie povi er and 
ambition of Chosroes cemented the union of the Turks and Romans, 
who touched his dominions on either side : but those distant nations, 
regardless of each other, consulted the dictates of interest, without re- 
coUectirig the obligations of oaths and treaties. While the succesMir of 
Disabul celebrated his father's obsequies, he was saluted by the fiiiibas- 
dadors of the emperor Tiberius, who proposed an invasion of Persia, 
and sustained with firmness, the angry, and perhaps the just, ref>roaolies 
of that haughty Barbarian. You see my ten nngers (said the groat 
** khan, and he applied them to his mouth). You Romans speak u ith as 
many tongues, but they are tongues of deo.eit and perjury, 'i o me 
you hold one language, to my subjects another: and the nations are 
successively deluded % your perndicus eloquence. Vou (ireeipitate 

Dr. H><le (de Relisioiie Vetenun Persarum, p 5S1, &c > liatciven two aiphaliett of llubct 
and of the Eygoiira. I have long harboured a suspicion that aU the Scythian, nnd tottff, per* 
hiipo rniech, of the Indian science, was derived from the Greeks of Bactriuini, 
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" your allies Into war and danger, you enjoy their labours, and you 
neglect your benefactors. Hasten your return, inform your master 
that a Turk is incapable of uttering or forgiving falsehood, and that 
he shall speedily meet the punishment which he deserves. While he 
solicits my friendsliip with flattering and hollow words, he is sunk to 
** a confederate of my fugitive Varchonites, If I condescend to march 
against those contemptible slaves, they will tremble at the sound of 
our whips ; they will be trampled, like a nest of ants, under the feet 
^ of my innumerable cavalry* I am not ignorant of the road which 
* they have followed to invade your empire ; nor can I be deceived by 
' the vain pretence, that mount Caucasus is the imnregnable barrier of 
the Homans* I know the course of the Niestcr, tne Danube, and the 
‘ Hebrus ; the most warlike nations have yielded to the arms of the 
< Turks ; and from the rising to the setting sun the earth is my inheri- 
taiice.“ Notwithstanding this menace, a sense of mutual advantage 
«oon renewed the alliance of tlic Turks and Homans : but the pride of 
the great khan survived his resentment : and when he announced an 
important conquest to his friend the emperor Maurice, he styled him- 
self the master of the seven races^ and the lord of the seven climates of 
the woiid.(l) 

Disputes have often arisen between the sovereigns of Asia, for the 
title of king of the world ; while the contest has proved that it could 
not belong to either of the competitors. The kingdom of the Turks 
was houiiaed by the Oxus or Gihon ; and 'J ’ouran was separated by that 
gi-eat river from the riviil monarch of livta, or Persia, which, in a 
smaller compass, contained perhaps a larger measure of power and po- 
pulation. The Persians, who alternately invaded and repulsed the 
l\irks and the Romans, were still ruled by the house of Sassan, which 
ascended the tlirone three hundred years before the accession of Jus- 
tinian. His contemporary, Cabades, or Kobad, had been successful in 
war against the emperor Anastasias ; but the rei^n of that prince was 
distracted by civil and religious troubles. A pnsoner in the hands of 
his subjects ; an exile among the enemies of Persia ; he recovered his 
liberty by prostituting the honour of his wife, end regained his kingdom 
with the dangerous and mercenary aid of the barbarians, who had slain 
his father. His nobles were suspicious that Kobad never forgave the 
authors of his expulsion, or even those of his restoration. 1 he people 
was deluded and inflamed by the fanaticism of Ma 2 dak,( 2 ) ivho asserted 
the communit) of wonien,(3) and tlie equality of mankind, whilst he 
appropriated the lichest lauds and most beautiful females to the use of 
Ins sectaries. The view of these disorders, which had been fomented 
by his laws and example, ( t) imbittered the declining age of the Per- 
sian monarch ; and his fears were increased by the consciousness of hih 
design to reverse the natural and customary order of succession, ’u 
favour of his third and most favoured son, so famous uiub^r the names 
of Ckosroes and Nushiivan. To render the youth more illustrious m 
the eyes of the nations, Kobad was desirous that lie should be .idopted 
by the empeior Jiustiii ; the hope of peace inclined the Byzantine court 
to accept this singular proposal ; and C'hosroes might have acquired a 
Bpecious claim to the inheritance of his Homan parent. But the future 

(I) All Die iletailfl of tlitrse Turkish and Roman embassies, so ciiHmis in Die history of human 
manners, are«lia'%n frou ihe ifixiniLts ot Menander, (P* 106-110. 151 -151. itu— Idi; lu 
rvlilcli we titUMi itgret want of order nnd connexion. 

{S) see d*Herhrlot, (Blbliot urietit. p. 568. 9S9.) Hyde, (de Religione Vet Pcrsnriim, 
€. 21. P 29c, 291 1 Puutck. (Specimen Hist Arao. p. 70, 71 ) Eutychius, (.Annul, tom. ii. 
p. 176 ) ‘rexelra. (iii steveiix, tli't of Persia, lib. i. c. .74.) 

(.7) fhe tame of the new law fur the roiiiiiiiuiU> of women was soon propagated m Syria 
(Assenian. Ilibliot. oiient. loni, in. p. 102 ) and orcece. (Procop. Persic, lib. i c. 5.) 

(1) He ottered bix own wife and sister to tbe prophet , but the prayers of Nusliirvun saved 
his mother, and the indignant monarch never lorgave the tiiimiliHtloii to which his lillal piety 
iiad stooped : pedes tiios deosculatus, (said he to Maadak) cujns faetor adhuc itares occupat. 
(Pocock, Specimen, Hist. Arab, p, 71.) 
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mischief was diverted by the advice of the quiestor Proclus : a diffi- 
culty was started, whether the adoption shoula he performeil as a civil 
or tnilitar^' rite ;(1) the treaty was abruptly dissolved ; and the sense 
of this indignity sunk deep into the mind of diosroes, who had already 
advanced to the Tigris on his road to Constantinople. His father dii 
not long survive the disappointment of his wishes ; the testament of 
their deceased sovereign was read in the assembly of the nobles ; and 
a powerful faction, prepared for the event, and regardless of the priority 
of age, exalted Chosroes to the throne of Persia. He filled that throne 
during a prosperous period of forty-eight years ;(2) and the Jusnrp 
of Nushirvan is celebrated as the theme of immortal praise by the nji- 
tions of the east. 

But the justice of kings is understood by themselves, and even by 
their subjects, with an ample indulgence for the gratificJition of passion 
and interest. The virtue of Chosroes was that of a conqueror, who, in 
the measures of peace and war, is excited by ambition and restrained 
by prudence ; who confounds the greatness with the happiness of a na- 
tion, and calmly devotes the lives of thousands to the fame, or even the 
amusement, of a single man. In his domestic administration, the just 
Nnshirvan would merit, in our feelings, the appellation of a tyrant. 
His two elder brothers hjid been deprived of their fair cxpcM'tatioiis of 
the diadem : their future life, between the supreme rank and the con- 
dition of subjects, was anxious to themselves and formidable to their 
master ; fear as well as revenge might tempt them to rebel ; the 
slightest evidence of a conspiracy satisfied the author of their wrongs ; 
and the repose of Chosroes was secured by the death of these unhappy 
princes, with thoir families and adherents. One guiltless youth was 
saved and dismissed by the compassion of a veteran general*; and this 
act of humanity, which was revealed by his son, overbalanced the merit 
of reducing twelve nations to the obeilience of Persia. The zeal and 
prudence of Mebodes had fixed the diadem on the head of Chosroes 
himself; but he delayed to attend the royal summons, till he had per- 
formed the duties of a military review : he was instantly commanded 
to repair to the iron tripod, which stood before the gate of the palace,(3) 
where it w^as death to relieve or approach the victhn ; and Mebodeii 
languished several days before his sentence was pronounced, by the in- 
flexible pride and calm ingratitude of the son of Kobod. But the peo- 
ple, more especially in the east, are disposed to forgive, and even to 
applaud, the cruelty which strikes at the loftiest heads : at the slaves 
ot ambition, whose voluntary choice has exposed them to Jive in the 
smiles, and to perish by the frown, of a capricious monarch. In the 
execution of the laws which he had no temptation to violate ; in the 
punishment of crimes which attacked his own dignity, as well as the 
happiuoss of individuals ; Nushirvan, or Chosroes, deserved the apuella- 
tiou of just. His government was firm, rigorous, and impartial. It 
w'as the fii*^t labour of his reign to abolish the dangerous theory of com- 
mon or equal possessions : the lands and women which the sectaries of 
Mazdak had usurped, were restored to their lawful owners; and the 
temperate < hastisement of the fanatics or impostors confirmed the do- 


(1) Procopins, Persic. in>. i c. 11. Was not Proclus over-wise? Was not tbe daitgrr 
imaginary 1 -Tlie excuse, at least, was injurious to a nation nut ignoiaiit of letters : oo ypafAuaai 
ot fi/tp^apot rov? ‘TTut^ar ‘irotovjt'Ttii n.W* oirXuiv trKevr, W’hcther any modc of adoption was 
practised In Persia I inucte doiiht 

( 2 ) Fiom Procopius and Agathiaa, (tom li p. . 143 . 626 ’ ) (ms proved that Clrnsroes Vnsblr. 
van ascended the thione in the fiOh year of Jii»tiiila i. (A, D ^31. April i. A. O. .S39. April 
1.) niittlie tine Cliroiio1oi;y, whicli iiarmoiii^es with the OtveUs and oiienttUs is ascei tallied 
by John Matala. (lorn il 211 } Cubades, or Kobad, after a reign oi forty three years and two 
mouths sickened the 8ih, and died the 13tli of September, A D .*151, aged cigbty.tivo ycard. 
According lo the aiin.ils of l.iitychius, N’lishirvan reigned forty seven years and six nionibs*; 
and his death must consequeiitl) be placed in Marr li, A. I). ^ 

(3) Procopius, PerMt. lib i c. 2.3. Biissoii de Regn. Pers. p. d'H. The gate of the 

of Ispahan l-», or was, the fatal scene of disgrace or death. (Chardin Voyage CR 
Perse, torn. iv. p. 312, 513 ) 
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mestic rights of society* Instead of listening with blind confidence to 
a favourite minibter^ he established four visiers over the four great pro^ 
vinoes of his empire, Assyria, Media, Persia, and Bactriana. In the 
choice of judges, prefects, and counsellors, he strove to remove the mask 
which is mways worn in the presence of kings ; he wished to substitute 
the natural oraer of talents for the accidental distinctions of birth and 
fortune; lie professed, in specious language, his intention to prefer 
those men who carried the poor in their bosoms, and to banish corrup- 
tion from tile seat d justice, as dogs were excluded from the temples of 
the Magi. The code of laws of the first Artaxerxes was revived and 
published as the rule of the magistrates ; but the assurance of speedy 
punishment was the best security of their virtue. Their behaviour w^a 
inspected by a thousand eyes, their words were overheard by a thousand 
ears, the secret or public agents of the throne ; <'ind the provinces, from 
the Indian to the Arabian coniines, were enlightened by the frequent 
visits of a sovereign, who affected to emulate his celestial brother in his 
rapid and salutary career. Education and agriculture he viewed as the 
two objects most deserving of bis care. In eveiv city of Persia, orphans 
and the children of the poor were maintaineu and instructed at the 
public expense ; the daughters were given in marriage to the richest 
citizens of their own rank ; and the sons, according to their different 
talents, were employed in mechanic trades, or promoted to more honour- 
able service. The deserted villages were relieved by his bounty ; to the 

P easants and farmers, who were found incapable of cultivating their 
mds, he distributed cattle, seed, and the instruments of husbandry ; 
and the rare and inestimable treasure of fresh water was parsimoniously 
managM, and skilfully dispersed over the arid territory of Persia. (1) 
The prosperity of that kingdom was the effect and the evidence of his 
virtues : his vices are those of oriental despotism ; but in the long com- 
petition between Chosroes and Justinian, the advantage both of merit 
and fortune is almost always on the side of the Barbarian (2) 

To the praise of justice, Nushirvan united the reputation of know- 
ledge ; and the seven Greek philosophers, who visited this court, were 
invited and deceived by the strange assurance, that a disciple of Plato 
was seated on the Persian throne. Did they expect that a prince, stre- 
nuously exercised in the toils of war and government, should agitate, 
with dexterity like their own, the abstruse and profound questions 
which amused the leisure of the schools of Athens ? Could they hope 
that the precepts of philosophy should direct the life, and control the 
passions, of a despot, whose infancy had been taught to consider his 
absolute and fiuctuating will as' the only rule of moral Obligation ? (3) 
The studies of Ohosroes were ostentatious and superficial : but his ex- 
ample awakened the curiosity of an ingenious people, and the light of 
science was diffused over the dominions of Per8ia.(4) At Gondi ^por, 
in the neighbourhood of the roysi city of Susa, an academy of phys : 
was founded, which insensibly became a liberal school of poetry, philo- 

(1) In Persia, the prince of the waters is an officer of state. The number of wells ati<l 
Bubtermneous chaniiels Is miicta dimintabed, and with it the fertility of the soil : four hundred 
wells liMve been recently lost near I'aiiria, and forty-two thousand were once reckoned in the 
province of Khorasaii (Chardin tom Hi p. 99, 100. i'averuicr, tom. 1 p 466 ). 

(i) The character and government of Nuslilrvan Is represented sometimes in the words of 
d'Herbelot (Bibllot. orient p 680, &c. from Khondemir), Eutycbius (Annal. tom. ii p. 179, 
280.— very rich), Abtilphuraglus (Dynast, vil. p. 9i, 95 —very poor), Tarlkh bchlkard (p. 144. 
— 150.), 'rearira (in Stevens, lib. 1. c. S5 ), Asseman (Hiblkot. Orient, tom. ill. p. 404—410 ), 
and ttae abb« Fourmout (Hist, de i’Acad des Inscriptions, tom. vli. p. 525—^.), who has 
tianslnied a spurious or genuine testament of Niishirvau. 

(If) A iboiuand years before hla birth, the jiidgcs of Persia bad given a solemn opiiiioti— 
Tat Bct<r<X<Vfirr< lt«p<rcwif woicetv to ttv BovXijtcu (Hcrodot. hb. 111. C. 3l. p. 810. edit. 

Wesseliog ). Nor bad this conatiintioMal naaskn been neglected as a useless and barren 
theory. 

(4) On the literary state of Persia, the Greek versions, ptallosopbera, sophists, the leamiug 
or Ignorance of Cbosrocs, AgstMts tl. c. 66—71 ) nlsplsys mneb information and strong 
prejudices. 



119 


OF THE HOMAN EMPIRE. 

S , and rhHoric.(l) The aimala of the inonarohy(5i) were eom- 
; and while recent and authentic history might anord some useful 
8 both to the prince and people^ the darkness of the first ages was 
embelliBhed by the ^ants^ the dragons^ and the fabulous heroes of ori- 
ental romanc6.(3) Every learned or confident stranger was enriched 
by the bounty, and flattered by the conversation, of tiie monarch ; he 
nobly rewarded a Greek phy8ician,(4) by the deliverance of three thou- 
sand captives ^ and the Sopnists who contended for his favour, were ex- 
asperated by the wealth and insolence of Uranius, their more successful 
rival. Nushirvan believed, or at least respect^, the religion of the 
Magi ; and some traces of persecution may be discovered in his reign.(5) 
Yet he allowed himself freely to compare the tenets of the various sects ; 
and the theological disputes in which he frequently presided, diminished 
the authority of the priest, and enlightens the minds of the people. 
At his command, the most celebrated writers of Greece and India were 
translated into the Persian language; a smooth and elegant idiom, 
recommended by Mahomet to the use of paradise ; though it is branded 
with the epithets of savage and unmusical, by the ignorance and pre- 
sumption of Agathias.(6) Yet the Greek historian might reasonably 
wonder, that it should be found possible to execute an entire version of 
Plato and Aristotle in a foreign dialect, which had not been framed to 
express the spirit of freedom and the subtleties of philosophic disquisi- 
tion. ^d, if the reason of the Sta^rite might be equaUy dape, or 
equally intelligible, in every tongue, &e dramatic art and verbal argu- 
mentation of tlie disciple ot Socrates,(7) appear to be indissolubly min- 
gled with the grace and perfection of his Attic style. In the seardli of 
universal knowledge, Nushirvan was informed, ^at the moral and poli- 
tical fables of Pilpay, an ancient Brachman, were preserved with jealous 
reverence among tne treasures of the kings of India. The physician 
Perozes w'as secretly dispatched to the banks of the Ganges, with in- 
strlictions to procure, at any price, the communication of this valuable 
work. His dexterity obtained a transcript, his learned diligence accom- 
plished the translation ; and the fables of Pilpay^S) were read and ad- 
mired in the assembly of Nushirvan and his nobles. The Indian ori- 
ginal, and the Persian copy, have long since disappeared: but this 
venerable monument has been saved by the curiosity of the Arabian 
caliphs, revived in the modern Persic, the Turkish, the Syriac, the He- 


(1) Aaseman. btbliot. Orient, tom. iv p. 745— 7‘t7* 

(2) Ttie Miaii Nameh, or Book of Kings, is periiaps tbe original record of bistory Hbich 
was translated bito Circek by the interpreter Sergius fAntbias, lib. v. p. 141.), preserved after 
the Maboinetau conquest, and versified in ibe year 994, by the national poet Ferdoussi. See 
d’Aiiqueiii (Mem. de TAcademie, tom. xxxl. p 379.), and Sir William Jones (Hist, of Nader 
Shah, p. J61.). 

(5) In the fifth century, the name of Restom or Kostam, a hero who equalled the strength 
of twelve elephants, was familiar to tbe Armenians (Moses Choroiieiisis, Hist. Armen, lib. if. 
c. 7. p. 96 edit, w bistoii > In the beginning of the seventb, tbe Persian Romance of 
Rostsm and Isfendiar waa applauded at Mecca (Sale’s Koran, c. xxxi. p. 335 ). Yet this 
ev position of tudicrum novae historlae is not given by Maraeci fKefiitat Alcoran, p 544— 


(4) Procop. Goth lib. 'Iv, c 10. Kobad bad a ftvounte Greek physician, Stepben of 
Edessa (Persic, lib ii. c. 26 ) 1'he practice was ancient ; and Herodotus relates tbe adven- 
inres of Democedes of Crotona (lib. lii. c. 135—137.). 

(5) See Pagi, tom. li. p. 626. In one of tbe treaties an hotionrable article was Inserted for 
tbe toleration and burial of tbe Catholics (Menander, in Excerpt. Legat. p. 142.). Nustiizad, 
a son of Nushirvan, was a Christian, a rebel, and— a martyr (O'Herbelot, p. 68^ . 

(6) On the Persian language, and its three dialects, coosnlt d’Anquetii (p. 339-343 ) and 

Joues (p 153--185 ) . ayptu not na* afjLavffoTartu, la tbe character wbicb Agatbiaa 

(Ub II. p. 66.) ascribes to an idiom renowned in tbe east for poetical softness. 

( 7 ) Agathias specifies the Gorglas, Phsedon, Parmenides, and limseiis Hcnaiidot (Fabri- 
cius Bibllot. Gnnc. tom. xlt. p 246—361 ) does not mention this iMirtiarle version of Aristotle. 

Of these (kblee, I have seen three copies in three different tananafea.— 1. in GreeA:, 
translated by Simeon Seth (4. O 1100.), from tbe Arabic, and publisfaed by Starck, at Berlin, 
In 1697 in 12mo. 2. In tatin, a version from the Greek, Hapieiitla liidorom. Inserted by 
Pere Poussin at the end of his edition of Pachymer (p. 547 — 620. edit. Roman.). 8* la 
French fTom the Turkish, dedicated, in 1540, to sultan Solluau. Contes ct Fftbles liidltoaea 
STaWpilet de iokman. (>ar M. M. baUpnd tt Caidonne, Wrli, 1778, 3 vols. In Umo. Mr. 
Wharton (History of English poetry, vol. 1. p. IW— 131.) takes a larger scope. 
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brew, and the Greek idioms, and transfused throufjh successive versions 
into the modem languages of Europe. In their present form, the pecu- 
liar character, tlie manners and religion of the Hindoos, are completely 
obliterated ; and the intrinsic merit of the fables of Pilpay is far infe- 
rior to the concise elegance of Phiedrus, and the native graces of La 
Fontaine. Fifteen moral and political sentences are illustrated in a 
senes of apologues : but the composition is intricate, the narrative 
prolix, and the precept obvious and barren. Yet the Brachraan may 
assume the merit of inventing a pleasing fiction, which adorns the 
nakedness of truth, and alleviates, perhaps, to a royal ear, the harsh- 
ness of instruction. With a similar design, to admonish kin^ that 
they are strong only in the strength of their subjects, the same Indians 
invented the game of chess, which was likewise introduced into Persia 
under the reign of Nushirvan.(l) 

The son of Kobad found his kingdom involved in a war vith the 
successor of Constantine ; and the anxiety of his domestic situation 
inclined him to grant the suspension of arms, which Justinian was 
impatient to purchase. Chosroos saw the Roman ambassadors at his 
feet. He accepted eleven thousand pounds of gold, as the price of an 
endless or indetiiiite peace ;(2) some mutual exchanges wxrc regulated ; 
the Persian assumed the guard of the gates of Caucasus, and the 
ileniolition of Dara w’as suspended, on condition that it should never 
be made the residence of the general of the east. This interval of 
repose had been solicited, and was diligently improved, by the ambition 
of the emperor : his African conquests were the first-fruits of the Per- 
sian treaty ; and the avarice of Chosroes was sdtithed by a large por- 
tion of the spoils of Carthage, whicli his ambassadors required in a 
tone of pleasantry, and under the colour of friendship. (3) But tlie 
trophies of fielisarius disturbed the slumbers of the great king ; and 
he heard with astonishment, envy, and fear, that Sicily, Italy and Rome 
itself, had been reduced, in three rapid campaigns, to the obedience of 
Justinian. Unpractised in the art oi violating treaties, he secretly ex- 
cited his bold and subtle vassal Almondar. That prince of the Saracens, 
who resided at Hira,(4) had not been included in the general peace, and 
still waged an obscure war against his rival Arethas, the chief of the 
tribe of Gassan, and confederate of the empire. The subject of their 
dispute was an extensive ^heep-walk in the desert to the" south of Pal- 
myra. An immemorial tribute for the licence of pasture, appeared to 
attest the rights of Almondar, while the Gassanite appealed to the Latin 
name of strata, a paved road, as an unquestionable evidence of the 
sovereignty and labours of the Romans.(5) The two monarchs sup- 
ported the cause of their respective vassals ; and the Persian Arab, 
without expecting the event of a slow and doubtful arbitration, enriched 
his flying camp with the spoil and captives of Syria. Instead of repr] 
lin^ tlie arms, J ustinitin attempted to seduce the fidelity of Almondar, 
w hile he called from the extremities of the earth, the nations of iEthio- 
pia and Scythia to invade the dominions of his rival. But the aid of 
such allies was distant and precarious, and the discovery of this hostile 
correspondence justified the complaints of the Goths and Armenians, 
who implored, almost at the same time, the protection of Chosroes. 

0) See the Historiii Sltaljfiliuli of l>r Hyde (Syiiuitfm nisbcrtat tom o p. 61--60) 

(2) Ihe endiess peace (Procopius, Persic, lib. i. c. 21 ) wag coiicliidtcl or ratified in the 
sixth year, and third cuiiBuUliip of Jnstiiiii'n (A fl. 53.?, between Jitiinary 1, and Apiil 1. 
Pain, tom li. p. 550 ) Mnrrclllnns, m Ins Chroiii'.lc, nies the style of the Medes and Persidug. 

(3) <Procoplii8, Persic lib i. c. 26. 

(4) Almondar, kini; of tiira, was detmsed by KolMd, and restored by Nushirvan. His mo 

ther, frniu hei beauty, was surnamed U'atetp an appellation which became beredi- 

tary, and was extended for a mure noble cause (iibenlfty In famine) to ibe Arab princes of 
Syria (Pocock, Sperlmen Hist> Aiab p. 69, 70) 

(5) Procopius, Persic lib ti. c. 1. We are ignorant of the origin and object of this strut/r, 
a paved road of ten days* Journey from Aumiiitls to Uabylonia (see a Latin note in Delislc*s 
Map. Imp. Orient.^ Wcsselliig and d*AtivUle are silent. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 191 

The descendnntA of Arsaces, who were still numerous in Armenia^ had 
been provoked to assert the last relics of national freedom and heredi- 
tary rank ; and the ambassadors of Vitiges had secretly traversed the 
empire to expose the instant, and almost inevitable, danger of the king- 
dom of Italy. Their representations were uniform, weighty, and effec- 
tual. We stand before your throne, the advocates of your interest, 
as well as of our own. The ambitious anif faithless Justinian aspires 
to be the sole master of the world. Since the endlea^ peace \^icli 
betrayed the common freedom of mankind, that prince, your allv iii 
words, your enemy in actions, has alike insulted his friends and foes, 
and has tilled the earth with blood and confusion. Hus he not vio- 
“ lated the privileges of Armenia, the independence of Colchos, and the 
wild iibertjr of tne Tzanian mountains ? Has he not usurped, with 
equal avidity, the city of Bosphorus on the frozen Meeotis, and the 
vale of palm-trees on* the shores of tne Red sea ? The Moors, the 
Vandals, the Goths, have been successively oppressed, and each nation 
has calmly remained the spectator of their neighbour’s ruin. Em- 
** brace, O king ! the favourable moment ; the e^t is left without de- 
fence, while the armies of Justinian and his renowned general are 
detained in the distant regions of the west. If you hesitate and 
delay, Belisarius and his victorious troops will soon return from the 
Tiber to the Tigris, and Persia may enjoy the wretched consolation 
of being the last devoured, (1)" By such arguments, Chosroes was 
easily persuaded to imitate the example whi'*h he condemned ; But the 
Persian, ambitious of military fame, disdained the inactive warfare of 
H rival, who issued his sanguinary commands from the secure station of 
the Byzantine palace. 

Whatever mij^ht be the provocation of Chosroes, he abused the con- 
fidence of treaties ; and the just reproaches of dissimulation and false- 
hood could only be concealed by the lustre of his victories,^^) The 
Persian army, which had been assembled in the plains of Babylon, pru- 
dently declined the strong cities of Mesopotamia, and followed the 
western bank of the Euphrates, till the small though populous tow of 
Hura presumed to an'est the progress of the great king. The gates of 
Dura, by treachery and surprise, were burst open ; and as soon as Chos- 
roes had stained his scimetar with the blood of the inhabitants, he dis- 
missed the ambassador of J ustinian to inform his m^istcr in what place 
he had left the enemy of the Romans. The conqueror still affected the 
praise of humanity and justice : and as he beheld a noble matron with 
her infant rudely dragged along the ground, he sighed, he wept, and 
implored the divine justice to punish the author of these calamities. 
Yet the herd of twelve thousand captives was ransomed for two hun- 
dred pounds of gold ; the neighbouring bishop of Sergiopolis pledged 
his faith for the payment ; and in the subsequent year, the unfeeliug 
avarice of Chosroes exacted the penalty of an obligation which it was 
generous to contract, and impossible to discharge. He advanced into 
the heart of Syria ; but a feeble enemy, who vanished at his approach, 
disappointed him of the honour of victory ; and as he could not hope 
to establish his dominion, the Persian king dispLayed in this inroad the 
mean and rapacious vices of a robber. Hierapolis, Berrhns or Aleppo, 
Apamea, and Chalcis, were successively besieged : they redeemed their 
siifety by a ransom of gold or silver, proportioned to their respective 
strength and opulence ; and tlieir new master enforced, without observ- 


(1) I have blended, in a shoit speech, the tw'o uratimis of Arsactdes of 4rtni^nja and 
the GoLliic atnbassadois, Procopius, in bis public bisiurv, fnels, and makes ns feel, that 
Justinian was the true author of the war (PerMt.. iit> ii. c. 2. 5 ). 

(i) The invasion of nyna, the rum of Aiitioth, &c. are related in a full and leitular series 
by Procopius (Persic. Iih il c 5--14) Hinail collateral aid can be drawn from the orientals : 
yet not they, but D^fisrlielot himself (^p sliould blush, when he blames them for mafclnfg 

Justinian and Nushirvan contemporaries. On the geography of the seas of war, 0*AavUl9 
(rEupbrate ct le Tigre) Is sulAcieut and satisfactory. 
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ing, their terms of capitulation. Educated in the religion of the Magi^ 
he exerdsed without remorse the lucrative trade of sacrileffe ; and, after 
stripping of its gold and gems a piece of the tfue cross^ ne generously 
restored the naked relic to the devotion of the Christians of Apamea. 
No more than fourteen years had elapsed since Antioch was ruined by 
an earthquake ; but the queen of the east, the new Theopolis, had been 
raised from the ground by the liberality of Justinian : and the increas- 
ing ^eatness of the buildings and the people already erased the memory 
of this recent disaster. On one side, tne city was defended by the 
mountain, on the other by the river Orontes ; but the most accessible 
part was commanded by a superior eminence ; the proper remedies were 
rejected, from the despicable fear of discovering its weakness to the 
enemy; and Germanus, the emperors nephew, refused to trust his 
person and dignity within the walls of a besieged city. The people of 
Antioch had inherited the vain and satirical genius of their ancestors ; 
they were elated by a sudden reinforcement of six thousand soldiers ; 
they disdained the offers of an easy capitulation ; and their intemperate 
clamours insulted frpm the ramparts the majesty of the great king. 
Under his eye the Persian myriads mounted with scaling ladders to the 
assault; the Roman laer^naries fled through the opposite gate of 
Daphne ; and the generous assistance of the youth of Antioch served 
only to aggravate the miseries of their country. As Chosroes, attended 
by the ambassadors of Justinian, was descending from the mountain, he 
affected, in a plaintive voice, to deplore the obstinacy and ruin of that 
unhappy people ; but the slaughter still raged with unrelenting fury, 
and tne city, at the command of a Barbarian, vas delivered to the flames. 
The cathearal of Antioch was indeed preserved by the avarice, not the 
pity, of the conqueror : a more honourable exemption was granted to 
the church of St. Julian, and the quarter of the town where amhas- 
s^ors resided ; some distant streets were saved by the shifting of the 
wind, and the walls still subsisted to protect, and soon to betray, their 
new inhabitants Fanaticism had defaced the ornaments of Daphne, hut 
Chosroes breathed a purer air amidst her groves and fountains ; and 
some idolaters in his train mi^ht sacrifice with impunity to the nymphs 
of that elegant retreat. Eighteen miles below Antioch, the river 
Orontes falls into the Mediterranean. The haughty Persian visited the 
term of his conquests ; and, after bathing alone in the sea, he offered a 
solemn sacrifice of thanksgiving to the sun, or rather to the Creator of 
the sun, whom the Magi adored. If this act of superstition oflended 
the prejudices of the Syrians, they were pleased by the courteous and 
even eager attention with which he assisted at the games of the circus ; 
and as Chosr<ies had heard that the i/ue faction was espoused by the 
emperor, his peremptory command secured the victory of the ^rem cha- 
rioteer. From the discipline of his camp the people derived more solid 
consolation ; and they interceded in vain for the life of a soldier who 
had too faithfully copied the rapine of the just Nushirvan, At lenrth, 
fatigued, though unsatiated, with the»spoil of Syria, he slowly moved to 
the Euphrates, formed a temporary bridige in the neighbourhood of Bar- 
balissus, and defined the space of three days for the entire pass^e of 
his numerous host. After his return he founded at the distance of one 
day's journey from the palace of Ctesiphon, a new city, which perpe- 
tuated the joint names of Chosroes and of Antioch. The Syrian cap- 
tives recognised the form and situation of their native abodes : batns 
and a stately circus were constructed for their use ; and a colony of 
musicians and charioteers revived in Assyria the pleasures of a Greek 
capitd. By the munificence of the royal founder, a liberal allowance 
v8B assigned to these fortunate exiles ; and they enjoyed the singular 
privilege ^ bestowing freedom on the slaves whom they acknowledged 
as their kinsmen. Pmestine, and the holy wealth of Jerusalem, were 
the next objects that attracted the ambition, or rather the avarice, of 
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Chosroes. Constantinople^ and the paUoe of the Cesars, no longer 
appeared impr^nable or remote ; and his aspiring fancy alre^y covered 
Asia Minor with his troops, and the Black^Si^ with the navies, of 
Persia. 

These hopes might have Keen realized, if the conqueror of Italy had 
not been seasonably recalled to the defence of the east.(0 While OhoS'- 
roes pursued his ambitious designs on the coast of the ffuxine, Belisa- 
rius, at the head of an army wi^out pay or discipline, encamped beyond 
the Euphrates, within .six miles of Nisibis. He meditated, by a skilful 
operation, to draw the Persians from their impregnable citadel, and im«« 
proving his advantage in the field, either to intercept their retreat, or 
perhaps to enter the gates with the flying Barbarians. He advanced 
one day’s Journey on the territories of Persia, reduced the fortress of 
Sisaurane, and sent the governor, with eight hundred chosen horsemen, 
to serve the emperor in his Italian wars. He detached Ai’ethas and his 
Arabs, supported by twelve hundred Homans, to pass the Tigris, and to 
ravage the harvests of Assyria, a fruitful province, long exempt the 
calamities of war. But the plans of Belisarius were disconcerted by the 
untractable spirit of Arethas, who neither returned to the camp, nor 
sent any inteuigence of his motions. The Roman general was fixed in 
anxious expectation to the same spot ; the time of action elwsed, the 
ardent sun of Mesopotamia inflamed with fevers the blood or his £u-» 
ropean soldiers ,* and the stationary troops and officers of Syria p&cted 
to tremble for the safety of their defenceless cities. Yet this (uversion 
had already succeeded in forcing Chosroes to return with loss and pre« 
cipitation ; and if the skill of Belisarius had been seconded by discipline 
and valour, his success might have satisfied the sanguine wishes ox the 

i mblic, who required at his hands the conquests of C'tesiiffiori and the de« 
iverance of the captives of Antioch. At the end of the campaign, he 
was recalled to Constantinople by an ungrateful court, but the dangers 
of the ensuing spring restored his confidence and command ; and the 
hero, almost ^one, was dispatched, with the speed of post-horses, to re- 
pel, by his name and presence, the invasion oi Syria. He found the Hch 
man generals, among whom was a nephew of Justinian, imprisoned by 
their fears in the fomfications of Hierapolis. But instead of listening 
to their timid counsels, Belisarius commanded them to follow him to 
Europus, where he had resolved to collect his forces, and to execute 
whatever God should inspire him to achieve against the enemy. His 
firm attitude on the banks of the Euphrates restrained Chosro^ from 
advancing towards Palestine; and he received with art and dignity, the 
ambassadors, or rather spies, of the Persian monarch. The plain be- 
tween Hierapolis and the river was covered with the squadrons of ca- 
v^ry, six thousand hunters tall and robust, who pursued their game 
without the apprehension of an enemy. On the opposite ban^ the am- 
bassadors descried a thousand Armenian horse, who appeared to guard 
the passage of the Euphrates. The tent of Belisarius was of the coarsest 
linen, the simple equipage of a warrior, who disdained the luxury of the 
east. Around his tent, the nations who marched under his standard 
were arranged with skilful confusion. The Thracians and Illyrians were 
posted in the front, the Heruli and Goths in the centre ; the prospect 
was closed by the Moors and Vandals, and their loose array seemed to 
multiply their numbers. Their dress was light and active : one soldier 
carried a whip, another a sword, a third a bow, a fourth perhaps a bat- 
tle-axe, and the whole picture exhibited the intrepidity of the troops 
and the vigilance of the general. Chosroes was deluded by the adebress, 
and awed by tbe genius, of the lieutenant of Justinian. Conscious of 
the merit, and ignorant of the force, of his antagonist, he dreaded a de- 

(1) In the public history of rrocopms, (Persic lib. il. c. 16, ]8-S1.4i-«S8. ^1114 mUh 
some slight exceptions, we may reasontbly ilratonr ears against the malevoteat wbitpif of 
the jliiccdotes (c« S, S. with the antes, as nsaaljOf Alenanus.). 
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cisive battle in a distant country^ from whence not a Persian might re- 
turn to relate the melancholy tale. The great king hastened to repays 
the Euphrates ; and Belisarius pressed his retreat, by affecting to op- 

{ )Ose a measure so salutary to the empire, and which could scarcely have 
>een prevented by an army of a hundred thousand men. Envy might 
suggest to ignorance and pride, that the public enemy had been suffered 
to escape: but the African and Gothic triumphs are less glorious than 
this safe and bloodless victoiy, in which neither fortune, nor the valour 
of the soldiers, can subtract any part of the general's renown. The se- 
cond removal of Belisarius from the Persian to the Italian war, revealed 
the extent of his personal merit, which liad corrected or supplied the 
want of discipliile and couraj^. Fifteen generals, without concert or 
skill, led through the mountains of Armenia an army of thirty thousand 
Romans, inattentive to their sisals, their ranks, and their ensigns. 
Four thousand Persians, intrenched the camp of Dubis, vanquished, al- 
most without a combat, this disorderly multitude ; their useless arms 
were scattered along the road, and their hoi*ses sunk under the fatigue 
of their rapid flight. But the Arabs of the Roman party prevailed over 
their brethern ; the Armenians returned to their allegiance ; the cities 
of Dara and Edessa resisted a sudden assault and a regular siege, and 
the calamities of war were suspended by those of pestilence. A tacit or 
formal agreement between the two sovereigns, protected the tranquillity 
of the eastern frontier ; and the arms of Chosroes were confined to the 
Colchian or Lazic war, which has been too minutely described by the 
historians of the times.(l) 

The extreme length of the Euxine sea,(2) irom Constantinople to the 
mouth of the Pliasis, may be computed as a voyage of nine days, and a 
measure of seven hundred miles. From the Iberian Caucasus the most 
lofty and craggy mountains of Asia, that river descends with such oblique 
vehemence, that, in a short space, it is traversed by one hundred and 
twenty bridges. Nor does the stream become placid and navigable, till jt 
reaches the town of Sarapana, five days'journey from the Cyrus, whichilows 
from the same hills, but in a contrary direction, to the Caspian lake. 
The proximity of these rivers has suggested the practice, or at least the 
idea, of wafting the precious merchandise of India down the Oxus, over 
the Caspian, up the Cyrus, and with the current of the Phasis into the 
Euxine and Mediten*anean soas. As it successively collects the streams 
of the plain of Colchos, the Phasis moves with diminished speed, though 
accumulated weight. At the mouth it is ^xty fathom deep and hfdf a 
league broad, but a small woody island is interposed in the midst of the 
channel : the water, so soon as it has deposited an earthy or metallic 
sediment, fionts on the surface of the waves, and is no longer suscepti- 
ble of corruption. In a course of one hundred miles, forty of which are 
nartgable for large vessels, the Phasis divides the celebrated region of 
Colchos, (3) or Mingrelia,(i) which, on three sides, is fortified by the 

(1) Tlie Lazic war, the contest of Rome and Perhla on the Phasts, is tedinnsiy spnii tfuoreh 
many a page of Ptncopiiis (Persic, lib li. c. 15. 17. tiS-So Gothic, (lib. iv. c. 7 -16.>, and 
AgRtUla* (Ub. 4-4. p. 55-152. Ill 

1 «*■ circumnavigation of l lie Euxine sea, ums described in Latin by .sal- 

1 use, and in Greek by Arrian.— 1 1 he former work, which no longer exists, has Uvii restored 
by the stnfttfar diitgeiice of M. dc Srosses, first president of tlie pariiament «f Uijoii (H.st- dc 
la RepubllQiie Roiiiaiiie, tom. ti lib. iii. p 199-*2')8.), who ventures toassniiif' e character 
Of the R^an Itistoilaii. RIs description of the Euxine is lngPiiloin,ly formid of all the fiag- 
inetits of the original, and of <Ul the^ Greeks and laitins whom Satiust imaiit copy, or by whom 
he might be copied , and the merit of (he eYccutioii atones for the wliimsical design. 2. i he 
Peripitfs of Arrian is addiessed to the einpeior Adrian (in Geograpli Minor. Hudson, tom. i ), 
and contains whatever the governor of Paiitus hud seen, from rrebiroiid to Uloscunas ; what* 
n« had heard from Dioscnrias to the Danube ; and whatever be knew from the Danube 
♦o Trebizond. 

(5) Besides many oecasloiial hints from th^ poeti, histoi nots, &c, of antiquity, we may 
•oiisult the ger^raphical descriptions of Colchos. by Strabo (lib xl. p. 760 -765 ), and Pliny 
(Hist. Nalur. 6. 5. 19, &c.J. i i' yt t 

M6cd, three modern descriptions of Miiigrelia and the adjacent 
ottiiines. i. Of the Pt're ArcUaiigeli Lambert! (Relations dc Ibeveiiot, part i. p. 31— 5J!. wiihj 
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Iberian and Armenian mountains, and whose maritime coast extends 
about two hundred miles, from the iiei«(hbourhood of Trebizond to Dioe- 
curias and the confines of Circassia. Both the soil and climate are re- 
laxed by excessive moisture: twenty-eight rivers, besides the Phasis 
and his d^endant streams, convey their waters to the sea ; and the hol- 
lowness of the ground appears to indi(*ate the subterraneous channels 
between the Euxine and the Caspian. In the fields where wheat or bar- 
ley is sown, the earth is too soft to sustain the action of the plough ; but 
the ffom, a small grain not unlike the millet or coriander seed, supplies 
the ordinary food of the people ; and the use of bread is confined to the 
prince and his nobles. Yet the vintage is more plentiful than the liar- 
vest ; and the bulk of the stems, us well as the quality of the wine, dis- 
play the unassisted powers of nature. The same powers continually 
tend to overshadow the face of the country with tliicfc forests ; the tim- 
ber of the hills, and the iiax of the plains, contribute to the abundance 
of naval stores ; the wild and the tame animals, the horse, the ox, and 
the hog, are remarkably prolific, and the name of the pheasant is ex- 
pressive of his native haoitation on the banks of the Phasis. The gold 
mines to the south of Trebizond, which are still worked with sufficient 
profit, were a subject of national dispute between Justinian and Chos- 
roes ; and it is not unreasonable to believe, that a vein of precious metal 
may be equally diffused through the circle of the hiUs, although these 
secret treasures are neglected by the laziness, or concealed by the pru- 
dence, of the Mingreliatis. The waters, impregnated with particles of 
gold, are carefully strained through sheep-skins or fieeces ; but this ex- 
pedient the ground-work perhaps of a marvellous fable, affords a faint 
image of the wealth extracted from a virgin earth by the power and in- 
dustry of ancient kings. Their silver palaces and golden chambers sur- 
pass our belief ; but the fame of their riches is said to have excited the 
enterprising av;irice of the Argonauts.(l} Tradition has affirmed, with 
some colour of reason, that Ej^ypt planted on the Phasis a learned and 
polite colony,(2) which manufactured linen, built navies, and invented 
geographical maps. The ingenuity of the moderns has peopled, with 
nourishing cities and nations, the isthmus between the Euxlne and the 
Caspian ;(3) and a lively writer, observing the resemblance of diniate, 
and in his Jipprehension of trade, has not hesitated to pronounce the 
Colchos the Holland of antiquity. (4) 

But the riches of Colchos shine only through the darkness of conjec- 
ture or tradition j and its genuine history presents an uniform scene of 
rudeness and poverty. If one hundred and thirty languages were spoken 
in the market of Dioscurias,(5) they were the imperfect idioms of so 
many savage tribes or families, sequestered from each other in the val- 
leys of mount Caucasus ; and their separation, which diminished the ini- 


a map), who has all the knowledge and prejudices of a missionary. 2. Of Chardin (Voyages 
«ii Pme, tom i p. 54 68—168 ) : his observations are (udicious, and his own adventnies in 
the coiiiilry are still more instructive than bis observaiums 3, ot Hossoiiuit (Ob«ei\aiioiis 
surles Peuples Bailrares, p 49- 51. 58 63. 64, 65. 71, and a more reettu Ueatise, Stir Ics 
Commerce de la Mer Noire, torn. ii. p 1—55.): he had long resided at Caifa, aa umsiil of 
France, and his erudition is less \alnable than his exper>eiMe. 

(1) Pliuy, Hist. Natiir. lih wxiii 15. I he gold'aiid silver mines of Colchos attracted the 
Argonauts (Strab. iib. i. p 77 ). lie sagacious Chardin could find no gold in mines, rivers. 
Of elsewhere. Yet a Mliigreitan lost his hand and foot fur shewing some specimens at Con- 
stantinople of native gold. 

(2) Herodot. lib ii. c 104, 105. p. 150, 151. hiodor Stcul. iib. i. p. 38. edit. Wesseliug ; 
Dioti)S. Ferieget. 689 and hiisiath. ad loc Scholiast, ad Appoiioiiiniu Argonaut, lib. iv.282 
—291. 

(3) Montesquieu, Fspiit desixiix, lib. xxi c. 6. L'lstbnie . . . convert de vilieset nations 
**T 4 )^to«iamvUle, Mtmolres dc IMcademie dea Itiseriptloiis, (oiu. xxvi p 33.oHihe African 

voyageof Haniioaiid the foiiimeiceofaiitlnuity. . . 

is) A Creek lilslorlaii, I lUiustheiiea, had anirmed, in earn ccc natioues dissimilibna HygnU 
desceiiderc : and the modest rimy Is content to add, et postea a nostria exxx intcrpretriNw 
negotla ibl gesta (6 5.) , hut the wor*!8 nunc deserta cover a multitude of past fiction#. 
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portance, must have multiplied the number, of their rustic capitals. In 
the present state of Mingrelia, a village is an assemblage of huts within 
a w<^eii fence ; the fortre^es are seated in the depths of forests; the 
princely town of Cyta, or Cotatis, Consists of two hundred houses, and a 
stone edifice appertains only to the mapiificence of kings. Twelve ships 
from Constantinople, and ahout sixty barks, laden with the fruits of in- 
dustry, annually cast anchor on the coast ; and the list of Colchian exports 
is much increased, since the natives had only slaves and hides to offer in 
exchange for the com and salt which they purchased from the subjects 
of Justinian. Not a vestige can be found of the art, the knowledge, or 
the navigation, of the ancient Colchians ; few Greeks desired or dared 
to pursue the footsteps of the Argonauts ; and even the marks of an 
Egyptian colony are lost on a nearer approach. The rite of circumci- 
sion is practised only by the Mahometans of the Euxine ; and the curled 
hair ana swarthy complexion of Africa no longer disfigure the most per- 
fect of tlie human race. It is in the adjacent climates of Georgia, Min- 
grelia, and Circassia, that nature has placed, at least to our eyes, the 
model of beauty, in the shape of the limbs, the colour of the skin, the 
symmetry of tne feature.^, and the expression of the countenance.(l) 
According to the destination of the two sexes, the men seemed formed 
for action, the women for love ; and the perpetual supply of females 
from mount Caucasus has purified the blood, and improved the breed, 
of the southern nations of Asia. The proper district of Mingrelia, a 
portion only of the ancient Colchos, has long sustained an exportation 
of twelve thousand slaves. The number of pri- oners and criminals would 
be inadequate to the annual demand ; but the common people are in a 
state of servitude to their lords, the exercise of fraud or rapine is un- 
punished in a lawless community ; and the market is continually re- 
plenished by the abuse of civil and paternal authority. Such a trade, (2) 
which reduces the human species to the level of cattle, may tend to en- 
courage marriage and population : since the multitude of children enriches 
their sordid and inhuman parent. But chis source of impure wealth must 
inevitably poison the national manners, obliterate the sense of honour 
and virtue, -and almost extinguish the instincts of nature ; the C/irtstians 
of Georgia and Mingrelia are the most dissolute of mankind ; and their 
children, who in a tender age are sold into foreign slavery, have already 
learnt to imitate the rapine of the father and the prostitution of the 
mother. Yet amidst the rudest ignorance, the untaught natives dis- 
cover a singular dexterity both of mind and hand ; and although the 
want of union and discipline exposes them to their more powerful neigh- 
bours, a bold and intrepid spirit has animated the Colchians of every 
age. In the host of Xerxes^ they served on foot ; and their arms were, 
a dagger or a javelin, a wooden casque, and a buckler of raw hides. But 
in their own country the use of cavalry htis more generally prevailed . 
the meanest of the peasants disdain to walk ; the mai‘tial nobles are 
possessed, perhaps, of two hundred hdrses ; and above five thousand are 
numbered in the train of the prince of Mingrelia. The Colchian go- 
vernment has been always a pure and hereditaiy kingdom ; and the au- 
thority of the sovereign is only restrained by tne turbulence of his sub- 
jects. Whenever they were obedient he could lead a numerous anny 
into the field ; but some faith is requisite to believe, that the single 
tribe of the Suanians was pompused of two hundred thousand soldiers, 

(1) Ruffba (Hist. Nst. tom. in. p 433^4370 collects the uiisnimous suffrace of naturalists 
and travellers. If, in the time of Herodotus, tlier were Iti trutu ov\orptxer 

(and he had observed them with care), this precious fact is au example of the influence of 
climate on a forelfn colony. 

(9) The Mingrehan ambassador arrived at ConsUntinople with two hundred persons; but 
he ate (so/d) them day bv day, till hit retinae was diminished to a secretary and two valets, 
('favemier, tom. I p. 365,) To purchase bis mistress, a Mtngretfan gentleman sold twelve 
priests aud his wife to the Turks, (Chardin, tom. I. p G6 ) 
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or that the population of Mingrelia now amount# to four milliomi of 
inhabitant&^l) 

It was the boast of the Colchiaus, that their ancestors had checked 
the victories of Sesostris ; and the defeat of the E^ptian is less lucre* 
dible than his successful progress^ as far as the foot of Mount Caucasus. 
They sunk without any memorable effort, under the arms of Cyrus ; 
followed in distmit wars the standard of the great king, and presented 
him every fifth year with one hundred boys, and as many virgins, the 
fairest pmuce of the land.(9) Yet he accepted this gift like the gold 
and ebony of India, the frankincense of the Arabs, or the ne^oes and 
ivory of ^Ethiopia : the Colchians were not subject to the dominion of a 
satrap, and they continued to enjoy the name as well as substance of 
national independence.(3) After the fall of the Persian empire, Mithrl* 
dates, king of Pontus, added Colchos to the v ide circle of his domi- 
nions on the Eujrine ; and when the natives presumed to request that 
his son might reign over them, he bound the ambitious youth in chains 
of gold, and delegated a servant in his place. In the pursuit of Mithri- 
dates, the Romans advanced to the banks of the Phasis, and their gal- 
leys ascended the river till they reached the camp of Pompey and his 
lcgions.(4) But the senate, and afterwards the emperors, aisdained to 
reduce that distant and useless conquest into the form of a province. 
The family of a Greek rhetorician was permitted to reign in Colchos 
and the adjacent kingdoms, from the time of Mark Antony to that of 
Nero ; and after the race of Polemo(5) was extinct, the eastern Pontua, 
which preserved his name, extended no farther than the neighbourhood 
of Trehizond. Beyond these limits the fortifications of Hyssus, of Ap* 
sarus, of the Phasis, of Dioscurias or Sebastopolis, and of Pityus, were 
yarded by sufficient detachments of horse and foot ; and six princes of 
Colchos received their diadems from the lieutenants of Cmsar. One of 
these lieutenants, the eloquent and philosophic Arrian, surveyed, and 
has described, the Euxine coast, under the reign of Hadrian. The gar- 
rison which he reviewed at the mouth of the Phasis, consisted of four 
hundred chosen legionaries ; the brick walls and tow'ers, the double 
ditch, and the military engines on the rampart, rendered this place inac- 
cessible to the Barbarians ; but the new suburbs, which had been built 
by the merchants and veterans, required, in the opinion of Arrian, some 
external defence.(6) As the strength of the empire was gradually im- 
paired, the Romans stationed on the Phasis were either withdrawn or 
expelled ; and the tribe of the Lazi,^) whose posterity speak a foreign 
dialect, and inhabit the sea-coast of Trebi^ond, imposed tneir name and 

O) Stnbo, lib. xl p 765. (amberti, Rc'ation de h Mingrelle. Yet we must avoid the con 
trar> extreme of Chardin. hIio allnwi no more than twenty thousand inhahltauti to supply an 
aunuat exportation of twelve thousand slaves, an absurdity unworthy of that Judicious tra- 
veller 

(f) Herodot Iib. iii. c 97- See, in lib. vil. c. 79. their arms and service In the expedition 
of Xerxes acainsl Greece. 

f3) Xenophon, who had encountered tbe Colchians in hta retreat (Anabasis, itb Iv p. 3iK). 
343. 348. edit. Hutchinson, and Foster’s nisstrtation, u in SMltitan’s EntCHsU version, 

vol. ii.), Styles them avrovu^ot. Before the conquest nf Mnhridates, they ara named by Applan 
t9¥9v ap«tnav€^. Cde Bell. Millirldatico. c. 15 torn. i. p. 661* of tbe last and best edition, by 
John .Schweigbseoaer, Llpsas, 1785, 3. vols. large octavo ) 

(4) The conquest of Colchis by Mithridates and Pompey, is marked by AppHth fde Bell. Ml- 
tbridat ) and Plutarch (in Vit Pomp J. 

(5) iVe may trace the rise and fall of the family of Polemo, fn Strabo (lib. kl. p 755 lib. 
xil. p. 867.) Dion Cassius or Xipbllin (p. 588. 593. 601 719 754. 915. 946 . edit. Reimar ) ; 
Suetonius (in Neroii. c xvill in Vespasian, c vill); Eiitroplns (7. 14 ) ; Jcwepbus, (Antio. 
Judaic, lib. xx. c 7. p 970. edit. Uavercamp), and Eusebius (Cbron. with Scaltfer, Animad* 
vers. p. 196 ) 

(6) In tbe time of Procopins, theie were no Roman forts on tbe Phasis. Pitym and Sebai* 
topoiis were evacuated on the rumour of tbe Persians (Goth, lib Iv. c. 4 ) ; but ihe latter wss 
afterwards restored by Jiistiutaii (de Edlf. lib. Iv. c 7 ) 

(7) In the time of Pliny. Arrian, and Ptolemy, tbe Uri were a particular tribe on the north* 
rrii skirts of Colchos (Celiarius, Geograph. Antiq. tom il. p. SS2.). fn the age of instlnlaii 
they spread, or ni least reigned, over tbe whole country. At present they have nilgnted 
along tbe coast towards Irehlrond, and compose t rude sealkring people, with n peeallnr 
language (Chardin, p. 149. Peyssomiel, p. 64.). 
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dominion on the ancient kingdom of Colchos. Their independence was 
soon invaded by a formidable neij^hbour, who had acquired^ by arms and 
treaties, the sovereignty of Iberia. The dependant king of Lazic^i re- 
ceived his sceptre at the hands of the Persian monarchy and the success 
BOrs of Constantine acquiesced in this injurious claim, ^hich was proudly 
urged as a right of immemorial prescription. In the beginning of the 
sixth century, their influence was restored by the introduction of Chris- 
tianity, which the Mingrelians still profess with becoming zeal, without 
understanding the doctrines, or observing the precepts, of their religion. 
After the decease of his father, Zathus was exalted to the regal dignity 
by the favour of the great king ; but the pious youth abhorred the cere- 
monies of the Magi, and sought, in the palace of Constantinople, an 
orthodox !)apt!sin, a noble wife, and the alliance of the emperor Justi- 
luaii.(l) The king of Lazica was solemnly invested with the diadem, 
and his cloak and tunic of white silk, with a gold border, disnlayod, in 
rich embroidery, the figure of hia new patron ; who soothed the jea- 
lousy of the Persian court, and excused the r(*vult of Ctdchos, by the 
venerable nam^es of hospitality and religion. I'he ciunmon interest of 
both emjMres imposed <, i the Colchians the duty of guarding the passes 
ot mount Caucasus, «liere a wiiJl of sixty miles is now defended by tlic 
monthly service of the musketeers of Mingi-elia. 

But this honourable connexion was soon corrupted by the avarice and 
ambition of the Romans. Degraded from the rank of allies, the Lazi 
were incessantly reminded, by wonls and actions, of their dependant 
state. At the ilistance of a day’s Jounie) beyond the Apsaiais, they 
beheld the rising fortress of Pctra,(2) whici commanded tne maritime 
country to the soutli of the Phasis. Instead of being protected by the 
valour, Colchos ivas insulted by the licentiousness, of foreign mercena- 
ries; the beneflts of commerce were converted into base and vexatious 
monopoly ; and Gubazes, the native prince, was reduced to a pageiint 
of royalty, by the superior influence of the officers of Justinian. Dis- 
appointed in their expectations of Christian virtue, the indignant LazL 
reposed some confidence in the justice of an unbeliever After a private 
assurance that their ambassador should not be delivered to the Romans, 
they publicly solicited the friendship and aid of Chosroes. The saga- 
cious monarch instantly discerned the use and importance of Colchos ; 
and meditated a plan of compiest, which was renewed at the end of a 
thousand years by Shah Abbas, the wisest and most powerful of his suc- 
cessors. (3) His ambition was fired by the hope of laqniming a Persian navy 
from the Phasis, of commanding the trade and navigation of the Euxine 
sea, of desolating the coast of Poritus and Bithynia, of distressing, per- 
haps of attacking, Constantinople, and of persuading the Barbarians of 
Europe to second his arms and counsels against the common enemy of 
mankind. Under the pretence of a Scythian war, he silently led hi^ 
tioops to the frontiers of Iberia; tlieColchian guides weie prepared t ^ 
conduct them through the woods a^id along the precipices of mount Cau- 
casus ; and a narrow path was laboriously formed into a safe and spuci- 
OU8 highway, for the march of cavalry, and even of elephants. Gubazes 
laid his person and diadem at the feet of the king of Persia ; his Col- 
chlaus imitated the submission of their prince : and after the walls of 

(1> JobnMalala, Chroii. tom. if i> 134— KT7. Tlieophanes, p. 144. Hist. Miscelf. lib xv. 
p. 100. The fact is autheiitio, bni the dates seetn too leceut In speaking of tbelr Persian 
alliance, the Lazi contemporaries of Justinian employ the most obsolete words— si' ypafAfiaai 
fivtlfxetMWftoyovot, &c. Could they belong to a coiineMon which bad not been dissolved above 
twenty years? 

(t) The whole vestige of Petra subsists in ivtitlugsoi Piocoplus and Agatbias. Most of the 
towns and castles of Lazica may be found by conipariiig ihetniaiiies and posuioii witb the map 
of Mingrelia, In Lamberii. 

^3) See the amiisinff letters of Pietro della Valle, the Roman traveller (Vlaggt, tom. il. p. 
207. 209. 213 215, 266. 286 300. tom ill. p 54. 127.). In the year 1618, 1619, and >620, he 
conversed with bhab Abbas, and strongly encouraged a design which might bave iiruted 
Peisiaand Europe agaliisl tbelr common enemy the Turk, 
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Petra* had been shaken^ the Roman garrison prevented^ by a capitulation^ 
the impending fury of the last assault. But the Lazi soon discovered^ 
that their impatience had uiged them to choose an evil more intolerable 
than the calamities which they stn»ve to escape. The monopoly of salt 
and corn was effectually removed by the loss of those valuable commo- 
dities. The authority of a Roman legislator was succeeded by the pride 
of an oriental despot, who beheld with equal disdain, the slaves whom 
he had exalted, and the kings whom he had humbled before the footstool 
of his throne. The adoration of fire was introduced into Colchos by the 
zeal of the Magi : their intolerant spirit provoked the fervour of a 
Christian people; and the prejudice of nature or education was wounded 
by the impious practice of exposing the dead bodies of their parents, on 
the summit of a lofty tower, to the crows and vultures of the air.f 1) 
(Jonscious of the increasing hatred, which retarded the execution of his 
designs, the just Nushirvan had secretly ^ven orders to assassinate the 
king of the Lazi, to transplant the people into some distant land, and to 
fix a faithful and warlike colony on the banks of the Phasis. The watch- 
ful jealousy of the Colchians foresaw and averted the approaching ruin. 
Their repentance was acc^ted at Constantinople by the prudence, 
rather than the clemency, of Justinian ; and he commanded iJegisteus, 
with seven thousand Romans, and one thousand of the Zani, to expel the 
Persians from the coast of the Euxine. 

I’he siege of Petra, wliich the Roman general, with the aid of the 
Lazi, immediately undertook, is one of the most remarkable actions of 
the age. The city was seated on a craggy rock, which hung over the 
sea, and communicated by a steei» narrow path with the land. 
Sin<*e the approach was dirfii'ult, the attack might be deemed impossible ; 
the Persian conqueror had strengthened the fortihcations of Justinian ; 
and the places least inaccessible were covered by additional bulwarks. 
In this important fortress, the vigilance of Chosroes had deposited a 
nnigazine of offensive and defensive arms, sufficient for live times the 
number, not only of the garrison, fiut of the besiegers themselves. The 
stock of Hour and salt provisions was adequate to the consumption of 
five years ; the want of wine was su]>pUed by vinegar, and of grain, from 
whence a strong liquor was extracted ; and a triple aqueduct eluded the 
diligence, and even the suspicions, of the enemy. But the firmest de- 
fence of Petra was placed in the valour of fifteen hundred Persians, 
who resisted the assaults of tlie Romans, whilst in a softer vein of earth 
a mine was secretly perforated. The wall, supported by slender and 
temporary props, hung tottering in the air ; but Dagisteus delayed the 
attack till he liad secured a specific recorapence ; and the town was re- 
lieved before the return of his messenger from Constantinople. The 
Persian garrison was reduced to four hundred men, of whom no more 
than fifW were exempt from sickness or wounds ; yet sucli had been 
their inflexible perseverance, that they concealed their losses from the 
enemy, by enduring, without a murmur, the sight and putrefying stench 
of the dead bodies of their eleven hundred companions. After their 
deliverance, the breaches were hastily 8topj»ed with sand-ba^ ; the mine 
was replenished with earth ; a new wall was erected on a frame of sub- 
stantial timber ; and a fresh garrison of three thousand men was sta- 
tioned at Petra, to sustain the labours of a second siege. The opera- 
tions, both of the attack and defence, were conducted with stilfiil 
obstinacy ; and each party derived useful lessons from the experience 
of their past faults. A battering ram was invented, of light construc- 
tion and powerful effect ; it was transported and worked by the hands 

See Herodotus (III) i. c HO p. 69 ) who speaks with diflideiice ; tardier (tom, f. 

11 399—401. Notes snr Heiodote) ; I’rocopiiis ^Cerslc. lib. I c 11.), *iiid Agathias (Jib, iJ. 

II* fil 62.). Tins practUe, agreeable to tlie zeiidavesta (Hyde, de Rellg. Pera. c xxxiv. 

0 421 .), demonstrates that the burial of the Perslau luiiga (Xenophon. Cyropsd. lib. 

vul. p. 65B ), 'Tt yap tovtov puKaptwrepov row t#/ yp ptxOtivutf is 4 Greek ftction, tiid that 
their tumbs could be no more than cenotaphs. 

VoL. III. K 



1.^0 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

of forty soldiers ; and as the stones were loosened by its repeated 
strokes, they were torn with long^ iron hooks from the waU. From those 
walls, a shower of darts was incessantly poured on the heads of the 
assailants, but they were most dangerously annoyed by a iiery composi- 
tion of sulphur and bitumen, whidi in Cfolchos might with some pro- 
priety be named the oil of Medea. Of six thousand Romans who 
mounted the scaling-ladders, their genend Bessas, was the first, a gal- 
lant veteran of seventy years of age : the courage of their leader, his 
fall, and extreme danger, animated the irresistible efforts of his troops ; 
and their prevailing numbers oppressed the strength, without subduing 
the spirit, of the Persian garrison. The fate of these valiant men de- 
serves to be more distinctly noticed. Seven hundred had perished in 
the siege, two thousand three hundred survived to defend the breach. 
One thousand and seventy were destroyed with fire and sword in the 
last {issault ; and if seven hundred and thirty were made prisoners, only 
eighteen among them were found without the marks of honourable 
wounds. The remaining five hundred escaped into the citadel, which 
tliey maintained without any hopes of relief, rejecting the fairest terms 
of capitulation and service, till they were lost in the ffames. They died 
in obedience to the commands of their prince ; and such exanudes of 
loyalty and valour might excite their countrymen to deeds of equal 
despair and more prosperous event. The instant demolition of the 
works of Petra confessed the astonishment and apprehension of tlie 
conqueror. 

A Spartan would have praised and piried the virtue of these heroic 
slaves ; but the tedious warfare and altori.ate success of the Homan and 
Persian arms cannot detain the attention of posterity at the foot of 
mount Caucasus. The advantages obtained by the troops of Justinian 
were more frequent and splendid ; but the forces of the great king were 
continually supplied, till they amounted to eight elephants and seventy 
thousand men, including twelve thousand ^ytliian allies, and above 
tliree thousand Dilcmites, who descended by their free choice from the 
liiils of Hvi'cania, and were equally formidable in close or in distant 
combat. The siege of ArcheBopolis, a name imposed or corrupted by 
tlie Greeks, was raised with some loss and precipitation ; but the Per- 
sians occupied the passes of Iberia : Colchos was enslaved by their forts 
and garrisons ; they devoured the scanty sustenance of the people ; and 
the prince of the Lazi fled into the mountains. In tlie Roman cami> 
faith and discipline were unknown ; and the independent leaders, who 
were invested with equal power, disputed with each other the pre-emi- 
nence of vice and corruption. The Persians followed without a murmur 
the commands of a single chief, who implicitly obeyed the instructions 
of their supreme lord. Their general was mstingiiished among the 
heroes of the east by his wisdom in council, and hi% valour in the field. 
The advanced age of Mermeroes, and the lameness of both his fee,, 
could not diminish the activity of his mind, or even of tiis bodv ; and 
whilst he was carried in a litter in'^the front of battle, he inspired terror 
to the enemy, and a just confidence to the troops, who, under hib ban- 
ners, were always successful. After his death, the command devolved 
to Nacoragan, a proud satrap, who, in conference w ith the inferior 
chiefs, had presumed to declare that he disposed of victory as absolutely 
as of the ring on his finger. Such presumption was the natural cause 
and forerunner of a shameful defeat. The Romans had been gradually 
r^ulsed to the edge of the sea-shore ; and their last c^imp, on the ruins 
of the Grecian colony of Phasis, was d^ended on all sides by strong 
intrendiments, the river, the* Euxine, and a fleet of galleys. Despair 
united their councils and invigorated their arms ; they withstood the 
assaults of the Persians ; and the flight of Nacoragan preceded or fol- 
low^ed the slaughter of ten thousand of his bravest soldiers. He escaped 
from the Romam to fell into the hands of an unforgiving master, who 
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severely chastised the error of his own choice ; the unfortunate femoral 
was flayed alive, and his skin, stuffed ii^to the liuman form, was exposed 
on a mountmn : a dreadful warnings to those who might hereafter be 
intrusted with the fame and fortune of Pergia.(l) Yet the prudence of 
Chosroes insensibly relinquislied the prosecution of the Colcnian war, in 
the just persuasion tliat it is impossible to reduce, or at least to hold, a 
distant country against the wishes and efforts of its inhabitants. The 
fidelity of Gubaaes sustained the most rigorous trials. He patiently" 
endured the hardships of a savage life, and rejected with disdain 
specious temptations of the Persian court. The king of the Lazi had 
been educated in the Christian relipon ; his mother was the daughter 
of a senator ; during his youth, he tiad served ten years a silentiary of 
the Byzantine palace, (^) and the arrears of an unpaid salary were a 
motive of attachment as well as of complaint. But the long continu- 
ance of his sufferings extorted from him a naked representation of the 
truth ; and truth was an unpardonable libel on the lieutenants of Jus- 
tinian, who, amidbt the delays of a ruinous war, had spared his enemies, 
and trampled on his allies. Their malicious information persuaded the 
emperor, that liis faithless vassal already meditated a second defection ; 
au order was issued to send him prisoner to Constantinople ; a treadi- 
erous clause was inserted, that he might be lawfully killed in case of 
resistance ; and Gubazes, without arms, or suspicion of danger, was 
stabbed in the security of a friendly interview. In the first moments 
of rage and despair, the Colchians would have sacrificed their coifntry 
and religion to the gratification of revenge. But the authority and elo- 
quence of the wiser few, obtained a salutary pause : the victory of the 
Phasis restored the terror of the Roman arras, and the emperor was 
solicitous to absolve his own name from tlie imputation of so foul a 
murder. A judge of senatorial rank was commissioned to inquire into 
the conduct and death of the kin^ of the Lazi. He ascended a stately 
tribunal, encompassed by the ministers of justice and punishment : in 
the presence of both nations, this extraordinary cause was pleaded, 
according to the forms of civil jurisprudence, and some satisfaction was 
granted to an injured people, hy tlie sentence and execution of the 
'meaner cnminals.(8) 

In peace, the king of Persia (continually sought the pretences of a 
rupture ; but no sooner had he taken up arms, than he expressed liis 
desire of a safe and honourable treaty. During the fiercest hostilities, 
the two inonarchs entertained a deceitful negotiation^ and such was tlie 
superiority of Chosroes, that whiLt he treated the Roman ministers 
with insolence and contempt, he obtained the most unprecedented ho- 
nours for his own ambassaaors at the imperial court. The successor of 
Cyrus assumed the majesty of the eastern sun, and graciously permitted 
his younger brother Justinian to rcipn over the west, with the pale and 
reflected splendour of the moon. This gigantic style was supported by 
the pomp and eloquence of Isdigune, one of the royal chamberlains. His 
wife and daughters, with a train of eunuchs and camels, attended the 
inarch of the ambassador ; two satraps with golden diadems were num- 
bered among his followers : he was yarded oy five hundred horse, the 
most valiHut of the Persians ; and the Roman governor of Dara wisely 
refus^ to admit more than twenty of this martial and hostile caravan. 
When Isdigune had saluted the emperor, and delivered his presents, he 

(1) The piiuisliment of ftayiog alive could oot be introduced Into Persia by Sapor (Briaoti 
de tl^Zn. Per* lib li p. 57S.). nor could it be copied from the foolish tsie of Mareyas the 
Phrygian piper, most foolishly quoted as a preiedent by AgHthlus mb. iv p. 159, 155 J. 

(2) ill the palace of Constantinople ibere weie thirty sUeiitlaries, who are styled bastatl 

ante fores ciibiciili, tir<iTTaTat,aii honourable title, which conferred the raulij with- 

out iniposiiig the dimes, a seuat* r (Ciid. ri eodos. Hb vl tit. 2.1 c^Hhofred Commenti 

^^iVon thSj^’lmliclal oialloii-s, Agalliivs (lib ili. p Sl-89 hb iv p 108-119; lavishes 
eighteen or meuty pages of false and florid rlieioilc His Ignonince or carelessness overlook# 

Ihc strongest argiiiueiit against the king of Iwisica-" Uls former revolt 
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pas^d ten months at Constantinople without discussing any serious 
affairs. Instead of beii^ confined to his palace^ and receivings food and 
water from the hands of his keepers^ the Persian ambassador^ without 
spies or ^lards^ was allowed to visit the capital ; and the freedom of 
conversation and trade enjoyed by his domestics offended the prejudices 
of an age, which rigorously practised the law of nations, without con- 
fidence or courtesy. (^1) By an unexampled indulgence, his interpreter, 
a servant, below the notice of a Roman magistrate, was seated, at the 
table of Justinian, by the side of his master ; and one thousand pounds 
of gold might be assigned for the expense of his journey and entertain- 
ment. ifet the repeated labours of Jsdigune could procure only a par- 
tial and imperfect truce, which was always purchased with the treasures, 
and renewed at the solicitation, of the Byzantine court. Many years 
of fruitless desolation elapsed before Justinian and Chosroes were com- 
pelled, by mutual lassitude, to consult the repose of their declining age. 
At a conference held on the frontier, each party, without expecting to 
gain credit, displayed the power, the justice, and the pacific intentions 
of their respective sovereigns ; but necessity and interest dictated the 
treaty of peace, which was concluded for a term of fifty years, diligently 
composed in the Greek and Persian languages, and attested by the seals 
of twelve interpreters. The liberty of commerce and religion was fixed 
and defined ; the allies of the emperor and the great king were included 
in the same benefits and obligutiona; and the most scrupulous precau- 
tions were provided to prevent or determine the accidental disputes that 
might arise on the confines of two hostim nations. After twenty years 
of destructive though feeble war, the limits still remained without alter- 
ation ; and Chosroes was persuaded to renounce his dangerous claim to 
the possession or sovereignty of Colchos and its dependant states. Rich 
in the accumulated treasures of the east, he extorted from the Romans 
an annual payment of thirty thousand pieces of gold ; and the small- 
ness of the sum revealed the disgrace of a tribute in its naked defor- 
mity. In a previous debate, the chariot of Sesostris, and the wheel of 
fortune, were applied by one of the ministers of Justinian, who ob- 
served, that the reduction of Antioch, and some Syrian cities, had ele- 
vated beyond measure the vain and ambitious spirit of the Barbarian. 
" You are mistaken replied the modest Persian, “ the king of kings, 

the lord of mankind, looks down with contempt on sucli petty acqui- 

sitions ; and of the ten nations, vanquished by his invinciole arms, he 

esteems the Romans as the least formidable."(^) According to the 
orientals, the empire of Nu shir van extended from Ferganah in Trans- 
oxiana to Yemen or Arabia Felix. He subdued the rebels of Hyrcania, 
reduced the provinces of (^abul and Zablestan on the banks of the Indus, 
broke the power of the Eutlialites, terminated by an honourable treaty 
the Turkish war, and admitted the daughter of tne great khan into the 
number of his lawful wives. Victorious and respected among the print .*3 
of Asia, he gave audience, in his palace of Madain, or Ctebiphon, to the 
ambassadors of the world. Their^gifts or tributes, arm^, ricii garments, 
gems, slaves, or aromatics, were humbly presented at the foot of his 
throne; and he condescended to accept from the king of Imlia, ten 
quintals of the wood of aloes, a maid seven cubits in height, and a carpet 
softer than silk, the skin, as it was reported, of an extraordinary ser- 
pent. (3) 

(1) Procopiiiii represent! the practice of the Goliiic coiiit of Ravenna (Goth lib. i. c 7.; , 
and foreign Hnibassadors have been tre.ited with the same Jealousy and rigour in Turkey (Hus- 
hequiiis, tpist 111. p H9. 242, &c.), Russia (Voyage d'Olearitis), and China (Narrative ot M. 
de Lange, in Bell*! Travels, voi il. p. 180--311 ). 

(2) The negoti lit ions and treaties iietwecn Justinian and Ciiosroes are copiously explained 
b> Procopill! (Peraic lib. li. c. 10 IS 26—28 Gothic. Iih it. c 11— IS); Agatliias (lib. iv. 
n. HI, 142 }, and Menander (In Kxeerpt. Legat p. 132—147.). Conanlt. Barbeyrac, HUt. dea 
AnciensTraite!, tom II p 154 181—184.193—200 

(3) D’Hcrbclot, Dil)lu>t, Oileiit. p. 680, 681. 294,29.^1 
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Justinian had been reproached for his alliance with the ^Ethiopians, 
as if he attempted to introduce a people of savage negroes into the 
system of civilized society. But the friends of the Roman empire, the 
Axumites, or Abyssinians, may be always distinguished from the original 
natives of Africa.(l) The hand of nature has flattened the noses of the 
negroes, covered their heads with shagi^ wool, and tinged their skin 
with inherent and indelible blackness. But the olive complexion of the 
Abyssinians, their hair, shape, and features, distinctly mark them as a 
colony of Arabs ; and this descent is confirmed by the resemblance of 
language and manners, the report of an ancient emigration, and the 
narrow interval between the shores of the Red sea. Christianity had 
raised that nation above the level of African barbarism ;(2) their inter- 
course with Egypt, and the successors of Constantlne,(3) had commu- 
nicated the rudiments of the arts and sciences ; their vessels traded to 
the isle of Ceylon,(4) and seven kingdoms obeyed the Negus or supreme 
prince of Abyssinia. The independence of the Homerites, who reigned 
in the rich and happy Arabia, was first violated by an ASthiopian con- 
queror ; he drew his hereditary claim from the queen of Sheba, ^5) and 
his ambition was sanctified by religious zeal. The Jews, poweriul and 
active in exile, had seduced the mind of Dunaan, prince of the Home- 
rites. I’hey urged him to retaliate the persecution inflicted by the im- 
perial laws on their unfortunate brethren : some Roman merchants were 
injuriously treated ; and several Chfistians of Negra(6) were honoured 
with the crown of martyrdom.(7) I'he churches ot Arabia implored 
the protection of the Abyssinian monarch. The Negus passed the lied 
.sea with a fleet and army, deprived the Jewish proselyte of his kingdom 
and life, and extinguished a race of princes, who had ruled above two 
tIiOMsand years the sequestered region of myrrh and frankincense. The 
conqueror immediately announced the victory of the gospel, requested 
an orthodox patriarch, and so warmly professed his friendship to the 
Roman empire, that Justinian was flattered by the hope of diverting 
the sillv-trade through the channel of Abyssinia, and of exciting the 
forces of Arabia against the Persian king.* Nonnosus descended from 
a family of ambassadors, was named by the emperor to execute this im- 
portant commission. He wisely declined the shorter, but more danger- 
ous, road through the sandy deserts of Nubia ; ascended the Nile, em- 
barked on the Red sea, and safely landed at the African port of Adulis. 
From Adulis to the royal city of Axiime is no more than fifty leagues, 
111 a direct Ime ; but the wiinling passes of the mountains detained fho 


(1 1 Scr Rnlloti, Hist. N.<tnreUc, tom ui p US. I'liis AtaIi cast of features and complexion, 
which bAs LOiUiiiiicil thne thousand four h iittlii'd yiMrs fLitdolph Hist et Comment, /Etbio- 
pic hh 1 c 4 ), 111 the (olouy oi Xbyssiiiiri, wiil justify the Biispicion, that race, as well as 
clim.ite, must have coiitiibiited to loiiii ilie negroes of the adjacent and siiiiil.ir legioiis 

(2) 1 hr roitiiiincbc iiiissionarieii, AU.iieA (HAinnsio, tom 1 fol 2»04 rccU 274 vers.), Ker. 
iniidez vCurcliJs's eilariini, vo!, 11 hb v c 7 p 1149—1188), lobo (Rdatioti, Aic. par. 
M le Gr.ind, with fifteen Difsertations , Cans, I7?9 >, and i'ellez (KeUtions de rfaevenot, 
part 4.), (oiild only relate ot modern Atiyssiiiia whaf thej had seen oi iuioiited The enidu 
tioii of l.iidolphtiA (Hist /Klliiopica, rraucofiirt 1681 Cominentariiis, 1G91 Apiieiidix, 1694 ), 
III twenty five ldn$iiages, could add little coiiceiiuni; its .nicient history Yet the fame of 
( aled, or blhstinous, the coiiqneroi ot Yciiien, is celeb uiti d iji national tongs and legends. 

(3) Ihe neAoIiatniijs ot Jiistiiiiau with the Avniiiitcs, or /f:tbiopian8, are recorded by Pro. 
copiiis (Cersic lilt i c 19, 20 ), and John Malala (tom il p 16.3 — 165. 193—196 ). The 
liiHioriati of Antioch quotes the original narrative of the ambassador Noiiiiosns, of which rho> 
tills (Bibliot. cod 3 ) has preset ved n curious extract 

(1) Ihe trade of the Axumites to the coast of India and Afiica, and the isle of revloii. is 
ciiiioiisly repiesenled by Cosrnas liidicopleustes fTopograpii Cbristiaii lib il. p. 132. 158— 
HO. lib. \i p. 538, 339 ), 

(fi) l.udolph Hist, et Comment iVltbiop lib. it. c. 5 

(6) The city of Negra or Neg'ran, in Yemen, is surrounded with paliri-trees, and stands in 
the high road between Saana, the capital, and Mecca, from the toiiiier ten, from the tatter 
twenty, days' journey of a cuavaii ot camels (Abulfeda, Uescript. Atahise, p 52 ) 

(7) The martyrdom of St 4rethas, prince of Negra, and his tbice hiiiidied and forty com- 
panions, is embellisbed in the legends of Metaphiaste'i and Mccphoius Cnliistus, copied hy 
Baronlus A. D 522 no. 22’ 60. A. l> 523 no 16-29.), and refuted, with obscure ddigence, 
by Dasnage (Hist des Jiiifa, tom %\\. lib. 8. c ii. p. ,33.3-348 > who iiivesUgaies IN state of 
the Jews tn Arabia and jEihiopij 
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ambassador fifteen days ; and as he traversed the forests^ he sa^, and 
vaguely computed^ about five thousand wild elephants. The capitaL 
according to his repair t> was large and populous; and the village of 
Axume is still conspicuous by the regal coronations, by the ruins of a 
(Christian temple, and hv sixteen or seventeen obelisks insciibed with 
Grecian characters.(1^ fiut the Negus gave audience in the open field, 
seated on a lofty chariot, which was drawn by four elephants superbly 
caparisoned, and surrounded by his nobles ana musicians. He was clad 
in a linen garment and cap, holding in his hand two javelins and a light 
shield ; and, although his nakedness was imperfectly covered, he dis- 
played the barb.aric pomp of gold chHin'<, collars, ana bracelets, richly 
adorned with pearls and precious stones. The ambassador of Justinian 
knelt ; the Negus raiseci him from the ground, embraced Nonnosus, 
kissed the seal, perused the letter, accepted the Roman alliance, and, 
brandishing his weapons, denounced implacable war against the worship- 
pers of fire. But tne proposal of the silk-trade was eluded ; and not- 
withstanding the nssurnnocs, and perhaps the wishes, of the Abyssinians, 
these hostile menaces evaporated without effect. The Homerites were 
unwilling to abandon their aromatic groves, to explore a sandy desert, 
and to encounter, after all their fatigues, a formidable nation from whom 
they had never received any personal injuries. Instead of enlarging his 
conqit^sts, the king of .Ethiopia was incapable of defending his posses- 
sions. Abrahah, the slave of a Roman merchant of Adulis, assumed the 
sceptre of the Homerites ; tlio troops of Africa were seduced by the 
luxury of the climate; and Justinian solicited the friendship of the 
usurper, who honoured, with a sligln tribute, the sujiremacy of his 
prince. After a long series of prosperity, the power of Abnihah was 
overthrown before the gates of Mecca ; his children were despoiled by 
the Persian conqueror ; and the -^Ethiopians were finally expelled from 
the continent of Asia. Tliis narrative of obscure and remote events is 
not foreign to the decline and fall of the Roman empire. If a Christian 
power had been maintained in Arabia, Mahomet mii^t have beeii crushed 
in his cradle, and Abyssinia would have prevented a revolution uhich 
has changed tlie civil and religious state of the world.(2) 


CHAP. XLIII. 

HeheUtons of Afnca, — Restoration of the Gothic hingdum by Toiila — 
Loss and fccoccry of Rome, — Final conquest of Italy by Narses , — 
Extinction of the Ostrogoths. — Defeat of the Franks and Alemanni — 
Last victory j disgrace, and death, of Rtlisatius. — Death and character 
of Justinian,— Gomet, earthquakes, and plague. 

The review of the nations from the Danube to the Nile has exposed on 
every side the weakness of the Romans ; and our wonder is reasonably 
excited that they should presume to enlarge an empire, whose ancient 
limits they were incapable of defending. But the wars, the conquests, 
and the triumphs, of Justinian, are the feeble and pernicious efforts of 
old age, which exhaust the remains of strength, and acc^erate the decay 


(1) Alvarez (in Ramiislo, tom. I. fol 219 vm 221 vers > saw the fioiinshlag sUte of Axniiie 
In the year 1520.^1 uoko molto biiono e graude. It Wii^ mined in the same century hy tlie 
Turkish invasion Nu more than one hundred houses remain ; but the inemory of its past 
greatness is preserved by the regal coroiiHtioii (Ludolph. Hist et Comment, lib. ii c. 11.). 

C2} Tti^ r^'vohitlons of Yemen In the sixth century must be collected from Procopius 
(Persic, lih i. c 19, 20 > ; Theopbanes Byzaiit (apud Phot. cud. IxlU p.80.) ; St. Tbeupbaues 
(hi Chronograph, p. 144, 145 188, 189. 206, 2ffr. who Is full «f strange blunders) ; Pocock 
(Specimen Hist. Arab p, 62— G5.), d*Hertielot (Bihliot. Orienlale, p. 12—477.), and .Sale’s 
preliminary Discourse and Koran (e. 105 )• The revolt of Abrahah is mentioned by Piocopiiis , 
and hii fall, though clouded with miracles, Is ati historical fact. 
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of the powers of life* He exulted in the glorious act of restoring Africa 
and Italy to the republic ; but the calamities which followed the depar- 
ture of Belisarius betrayed the impotence of the conqueror, and accom- 
plished the ruin of those unfortunate countries* 

From his new acquisitions, J ustinian expected that his avarice, as well 
as pride, should be richly Ratified. A rapacious minister of the 
finances closely pursued the footsteps of Belisarius ; and as the old re- 
gisters of tribute had been burnt by the Vandals, he indulged his fancy 
in a liberal calculation and arbitrary assessment of the wealth of Afjrica*( 1) 
Tlie increase of taxes, which w ere drawn away by a distant sovereign, 
and a general resumption of the patrimony or crown lands, soon dispel- 
led the intoxication of the public joy: but the emperor was insensible 
to the modest complaints of the people, till he was awakened and 
alarmed by tlie clamours of military discontent. Many of the Roman 
soldiers had married the widows and daughters of the Vandals. As 
their onn, by the double right of conquest and inheritance, they claimed 
the estates which Genseric had assigned to his victorious troops. They 
heard with disdain the cold and selfish repr^entations of their officers, 
that the liberality of Justinian had raised them from a savage or ser- 
\ ile condition ; that they were already enriched by the spoils of Africa, 
the treasure, the slaves, and the moveables, of the vanquished Bar- 
barians ; and that the ancient and lawful patrimony of tne omperors 
would be applied only to the support of that government on which 
their own safety and reward must ultimately depend. The mutifty was 
secretly infiamed by a thousand soldiers, for the most part Heruli, who 
had irifbihed tlie doctrines, and were instigated by the eJergy, of the 
Arian sect ; and the cause of perjiirv and rebellion was sanctified by the 
disjpensing pouei's of fanaticibiii. Tlie Arians deplored the ruin of their 
church, triumjihant above a century in Africa ; and tliey were justly 
provoked bv the laws of the conqueror, which interdicted the baptism 
of tlieir children, and the exercise of all religious w^orship. Of the Van- 
dals chosen by Belisarius, the far greater part, in the honours of the 
eastern sei*vice, forgot their country and religion. But a generous band 
of four hundred obliged the mariners, when thev were m sight of the 
i Je of Lesbos, to alter their coiirse : they touened on Peloponnesus, 
ran ashore on a desert coast of Africa, and boldly erected, on mount 
Aiirasius, the standard of independence and revolt. While the troops 
of the province disclaimed the command of their superiors, a conspiracy 
was foimcd at (-arthage .against the life of Solomon, who lilJea with 
honour the place of Belisarius; and the Arians had piously resolved to 
sacritice the tyrant at tlie foot of the altar, during the awful mysteries 
of the festival of Easter. Fear or remorse restrained the daggers of 
the assassins, but the patience of Solomon emboldened their discontent; 
and iit the end of ten days, a furious sedition was kindled in the circus, 
which desolated Africa above ten years. The pillage of the city, and 
the indiscriminate slaughter of its inhabitants, were susjiended only' by 
darkness, sleep, and intoxication : the governor, with seven companions, 
among whom was the historian Procopius, escaped to Sicily: two-thirds 
of the army were involved in the piilt of treason ; and eight thousand 
insurgents, assembling in the field of Bulla, elected Stoea for their 
chief, a private soldier, who possessed, in a superior degree, the virtues 
of a rebeL Under the mask of freedom, his eloquence could lead, or at 
least impel, the passions of his equals. He raised himself to a level 
with Belisarius, and the nephew of the emperor, by daring to encounter 


ri) Tor the tfAu tiles of Africa, 1 neither have uor desire am»U>fr giodc than Cfocepiiis, 
whose eye contemplated the image, and whose ear collected the repoits, of the memorable 
events of hit own tunes. In the second hook of the V.ntdalic w.ir he relates the remit of 
Stozas fc 14—24,), the return «f Belisarius fc 15.), the victory of Orrmans (c. I 6 .-I 9 ), the 
second adniimsiriitioii of boloinon (c. 19—21.}, the goveiiinient of serums (c SB.), of 
Aieobindns (c. the lyrtiiiiy and death of Goutharis (c. 25— 2H) j nor can I discern any 
symptoms of flattery or inatevuleuce m his various portraits. 
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them in the field ; and the victorious generals were compelled to ac« 
knowledge^ that Stoza deserved a purer cause and a more legitimate 
commaim. Vanquished in battle^ he dexterously employed the arts of 
negotiation ; a Koman armv was seduced from their allegiance^ and the 
chiefs, who had trusted to his faithless promise, were murdered, by his 
order, in a church of Numidia. When every resource, either of force 
or perfidy, was exhausted, Stoza, with some desperate Vandals, retired 
to the wilds of Mauritania, obtained the daughter of a Barbarian prince, 
and eluded the pursuit of his enemies, by the report of his death. The 
personal weight of Belisarius, the rank, tlie spirit, and the temper, of 
Germanus, the emperor's nephew, and the vigour and success of the 
second administration of the eunuch Solomon, restored the modesty of 
the camp, and maintained, for awhile, the tranquillity of Africa. But 
the vices of the Byzantine court were felt in that distant province ; the 
troops complained that they were neither paid nor relieved ; and as 
soon as the public disorders were sudiciently mature, Stoza was again 
alive, in arms, and at the^^ates of Carthage. He fell in a single com- 
bat, but lie smiled in the agonies of death, when he was informed that 
his oun javelin had reached tlie heart of his antagonist. The example 
of Stoza, and the assurance that a fortunate soldier had been the first 
king, encouraged the ambition of Gontbaris, and he promised, by a pri- 
vate treaty, to divide Africa with tlie Moors, if, with tlieir dangerous 
aid, he should ascend the throne of Carthage. Tlie feeble Areobindus, 
unskilled in the affairs of peace and war, w'as raised by his marriage 
with the niece of Justinian to the oflin of exarch. He was suddenly 
oppressed by a sedition of th,e guards, and his abject supplications, 
which proioked the contempt, could not move the pity, of the inex- 
orable tyrant. After a reign of thirty days, Gontbaris himself was 
stahbeil at a banquet, by the hand of Artaban ; and it is singular 
enough, tliat an Armenian prince, of the royal family of Arsaces, should 
le-establisli at Carthage the authority of the Homan empire. In the 
conspiracy w Inch unsheathed the dagger of Brutus against the life of 
Ciesar, every circumstance is curious and important to tlie eyes of pos- 
terity: but the guilt or merit of these loyal or rehelhous assassins could 
interest only the contemporaries of Procopius, who, by their hopes and 
fears, their friendship or resentment, were personally engaged in the 
1 evolutions of Africa.(l) 

'rhat country was rapidly sinking into the state of barbarism, from 
whence it had been raised by the Phoenician colonies and Roman laws: 
and every step of intestine dis<!ord w^is marked by some deplorable v ic- 
tory of savage man over civilised society. The JVioors,(2) thougli igno- 
rant of justice, were impatient of oppression : their vagrant life end 
boundless wilderness disappointed the arms, and eluded the chains, of a 
conqueror ; and experience had shewn, that neither oaths nor ohb* t- 
tions could secure the fidelity of their attachment. The victory of 
mount Auras had aw ed them into momentary submission ; but if they 
respected the character of Solomon, they hated and despised the pride 
and luxury of his two nephews, Cyrus and Sergius, on whom their un(;le 
had imprudently bestowed the provincial governments of Tripoli and 
Pentapolis. A Moorish tribe encamped under the walls of Leptis, to 
renew their alliance, and receive from the governor the customary gifts. 
Fourscore of their deputies were introduced as friends into the city ; 
but, on the dark suspicion of a conspiracy, they were massacred at the 


(1) Yet I mitfit not refute hini the moiit of painUns, in lively colours, the murder of Gon- 

Ihans fine of the iitteicd a senmneut nut iiiiu'urtby of a Roman patriot.—'* If I 

fail (taid Ariatires) in the drat ttioke, kill me on the spot, lest the rack aboiild extort a dis- 
covery of my accoinpitces ” 

(2) 'Hie Moorish wars are oocasioitalh Introduced into the narrative of Procopius O'an' 
dal lit), it. c. 19 2.7. 2.5. 27, 28 Gothu. lib. iv. c 17 ^ and 1 heopliaticsadds some prosper- 
ous and adverse events in the last icais ot Justinian. 
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table of Serg'ius ; and the clamour of arms and revenge was re-echoed 
through the valleys of mount Atlas, from both the Syrtes to the At- 
lantic ocean. A personal injury, the unjust execution, or murder of his 
l»rother, rendered Antalus the enemy of the Romans. The defeat of 
the Vandals had formerly signalized his valour; the rudiments of jus- 
tice and prudence were still more conspicuous in a Moor ; and while ho 
laid Adnimetum in ashes, he calmly admonished the emperor that the 
peace of Africa might be secured by the recall of Solomon and his un- 
worthy nephews. The exarch led forth his troops from ('arthage : but 
at the distance of six days' journey, in the neighbourhood of Tebeste,(l) 
he was astonished by the superior numbers and fierce aspect of the Bar- 
hcirians. He proposed a treaty ; solicited a reconciliation ; anti offered 
to bind himself by the most solemn oaths. By what outlis can he 
“ bind himself.^ (interioipted the indignant Moors.) Will he swear by 
the gospels, the divine books of the Cliristians ? It was on those 
“ books that the faith of his nepheiv Sergius was pledged to eighty of 
“ our innocent and unfortunate hrethrenn Before we trust them a 
“ second time, let us try their efficacy in the chastisement of perjury, 
and tlie vindication of their own honour." Their honour was vindi- 
cated in the field of Tebeste, by the death of Solomon, and the total 
Joss of his army. The arrival of fresh troops and more skilful comman- 
ders, soon checked the insolence of the Moors ; seventeen of their prin- 
ces were shun in the same battle ; and the doubtful and transient sub- 
niissioii of their tribes was celebrated with lavish applause by the*people 
of Constantinople, Successive inroads had reduced the province of 
Africa to one-third of the measure of Italy ; yet the Roman emperors 
continued to reign above a century over (’arthage, and the fruitful 
coast of the Mediterranean. But the victories and the Josses of Jus- 
tinian were alike pernicious to mankind ; and such Avas the desolation 
of Africa, that in many parts a stranger might wander wliole days with- 
out meeting the face either of a friend or an enemy. The nation of 
tlie Vandals had disappeared ; they once amounted to a hundred and 
•^ixty thousand warriors, without including the children, the women, or 
the slaves. Their numbers w^ere infinitely surpassed by the number of 
tlie Moorish families extirpated in a relentless war ; and the same des- 
t ruction was retaliated on the Romans and their allies, w'ho perished by 
the climate, their mutual quarrels, and the rage of the Barbarians. 
VCht-n Piocopius first landed, he admired the populousness of the cities 
.ind country, strenuously exercised in the lal)oui*s of commerce and 
agriculture. In less than twenty years, that busy scene was converted 
into 1 silent solitude; the wealthy citizens escaped to Sicily and Con- 
stciritiucqile ; and the secret historian has confidently affirmed, that five 
imllbuis of Alricans w'ere consumed by the w'ars and government of the 
emperor Justinian.(2) 

The jealousy of the Byzantine court had not permitted Belisarius to 
achieve the conquest of Italy ; and his abrupt departure revived the 
courage of the Goths, (3) wdio respected his genius, his virtue, and even 
the laudable motive Avhich had urged th*' servant of Justinian to de- 
ceive and reject them. They had lost their king (an inconsiderable 

(1) Now Tibe'ili, III the kiiic^doiii of Algiers. It is nnteied by a liver, tb<* Siijmss, which 
f^lls into the Mejirda. (Has^radas.) Tibcsli is still ietn.irkab{e tor its walls ot large stones 
(like the ( otiseum ol Kioneg a toiiiilaiii and a grove oi walooi-trecs: the coiiutiy is fruitful, 
and the iingiihouniitt Rer«t)eres are warlike. It appiars troiii an inscription, that, tinder the 
reign ot Adrian, the road from Cartliaee to lebeste was coiiMiiKted by the third legion. 
(Maiino). Descripiinn lie I'Alriqiif, tom ti p. 442, 115 Shaw 's I ia\eh, p 
(S) Procopius, Anrrdot. c. 18 1 he series ol ilie African histot y atcests UiU melancholy 
truth. 

(3; In the second (c. 30 ) and third books, (c 1—40 ) Proropiiis coiitiitiies the history of 
the Gothic wai fiom the fifth to the orteeiitli vear of histiniaii As the events are less Iti' 
leresttug than In the former period, he ailcis only half the sptce to double the time. Jor* 
nandes and the Chronicle of Mareeiliiius, aflord some tullatcral liitits. Slgonlns, Pagi, Muni> 
ton, Mascoti, and De Hiiat, are useful, and have been used. 
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loss)^ their capital, their treasures, the provinces from Sicily to the 
Alp^ and the military force of two hundred thousand Barbarians, mag- 
nincently equipped with horses and arms. Vet all was not lost, as long 
as Pavia was defended by one thousand Goths, inspired by a sense of 
honour, the love of freedom, and the memory of their past greatness. 
The supreme ^mmand was unanimously offered to the brave Uraias ; 
and it was in his eyes alone that the disgrace of his uncle Vitiges could 
appear as a reason of exclusion. His voice inclined the election in 
favour of llildibald, whose personal merit was recommended by the vain 
hope that his kinsman Theudes, the Spanish monai'ch, would support 
the common interest of the Gothic nation. The success of his arms in 
Liguria and Venetia seemed to justify their choice; but he soon de- 
clared to the world, that he was incapable of forgiving or commanding 
his benefactor. The consort of Hildibald was deeply wounded by the 
beauty, the riches, and the pride of the wife of Uraias ; and the death 
of that virtuous patriot excited the indignation of a free pecmle. A 
bold assassin executed thei^r sentence by striking off the head of Uildi- 
bald in the midst of a banquet ; the Rugians, a foreign tribe, assumed 
the privilege of election ; and Totila, the nephew of the late king, was 
tempted, by revenge, to deliver himself and the garrison of Trevigo 
into the hands of the Romans. But the gallant and accomplished youth 
w«is eiisily persuaded to prefer the Gothic throne before the service of 
Justinian ; and as soon as the palace of Pavia had been purified fn)m 
the Rugian usurper, he reviewed the national force of five thousand sol- 
diers, aud generously undertook the restoration of the kingdom of 
Italy. 

The successor? of Belisarius, eleven generals of equal rank, neglected 
to crush the feeble and disunited Goths, till they were roused to action 
by the progress of Totila and the reproaches of Justinian. The gates 
of Verona were secretly opened to Artabazus, at the head of one hun- 
dred Persians in the ^service of the empire. The Goths fled from the 
city. At the distance of sixty furlongs the Roman generals halted to 
regulate the division of the spoil. While they disputed the enemy dis- 
covered the real number of the victors; the Persians were instantly 
overpowered, and it was by leaping from the w'all that Artabazus pre- 
served a life whicli he lost in a few days by the lance of a Barbarian, 
who had defied him to single combat. Twenty thousand Romans en- 
countered the forces of Totila, near Fa^nza, and on the hills of Mugello, 
of the Florentine territory. The ardour of freedmen, who fought to 
regain their country, was oppo'^ed to the languid temper of mercenary 
troops, who were even destitute of tlie merits of strong and well-dis- 
ciplined servitude. On the first attack they abandoned their ensigns, 
threw down their arms, and dispersed on all sides with an active speed 
which abated the loss, whilst it aggravated the shame, of their defc*/><. 
The king of the Goths, who blushed for tlie baseness <• f )iis enemies, 
pursued with rapid steps tlie path*of honour and victory. Totila passeci 
the Po, traversed the Apennine, suspended the important conquest of 
Ikivenna, Florence, and Rome, and marched through the heart of Italy, 
to form the siege, or rather blockade, of Naples. The Roman chiers, 
imprisoned in their respective cities, and accusing each other of the 
common disgrace, did not presume to disturb his enterprise. But the 
emperor, alarmed by the distress and danger of his Italian conquests, 
dispatched to tlie reJief*of Naples a fleet of galleys and a body of Thra- 
cian and Armenian soldiers. They landed in Sicily, which yielded its 
copious stores of provisions ; but the delays of the ‘new commander, an 
unwarlike magistrate, protracted the sufferings of the besieged ; and 
the succours, which he oropped with a timid and tardy hand, were suc- 
cessively intercepted by the armed vessels stationed by Totila in the 
bay of Naples. The principal oflicer of the Romans was dragged, with 
a rope round his neck, to the foot of the wall, from whence, with a 
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trembling voice, he exhorted tlie citizens to implore, like himself, the 
mercy of the conqueror. They reciuestod a truce, with a promise of 
surrendering the city, if no effectual relief should appear at the end of 
thirty days. Instead of one month, the audacious Ihirbarian granted 
them three, in the just confldenoe that famine would anticipate the 
term of their capitulation. After tlie reduction of Naples and Cumoe, 
the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and Calabria, submitted to the king 
of the Coths. Totila led his army to the gates of Rome, pitclied his 
camp at 'I'ibur, or Tivoli, within twenty miles of the capital, and calmly 
exhorted the senate and people to compare the tyranny of the Greeks 
with the blessings of the Gothic reign. 

The rapid success of Totila may be partly ascribed to the revolution 
which three years' experience had produced in the sentiments of the 
Italijuis. At the command, or at least m the name, of a Catholic emperor, 
the pope,( I ) their spiritual father, had been torn from the Roman church, 
and either starved or murdered on a desolate island (2) The virtues of 
llelisarius were replaced by the various or uniform vices of eleven 
chiefs, at Rome, Ravenna, Florence, Perugiii, Spoleto, &c. who abused 
tlieir authority for the indulgence of lust or ai'arice. The improve- 
ment of the re\enue was committed to Alexander, a subtle scribe, long 
practised in the fraud and o]>pression of the Byzantine schools; and 
whose name of PeallictwHy the «rijriar^,(3) was drawn from the dexter- 
ous artifice with which he reduced tlie size, without defacing the figure, 
the gold com. instead of expecting the restoration of peacd and in- 
dustry, he imposed a heavy a’ssessnient on the fortunes of the Italians. 
Yet his present or future demands wore less odious th«in a prosecution 
of arbitrary rigour against the persons and property of all those, who, 
under the CJotfiic kings, had boon concerned in the receipt and expendi- 
ture of the public money. The subjects of Justinian who escaped these 
partial vexations, were opjiressed by the irregular maintenance of the 
soldiers v^dioin Alexander defrauded and despised ; and their hasty 
sallies, in quest of wealth or Kubsistenee, provoked the inhabitants of 
the country to await or implore their deliverance from the virtues of a 
Barbarian. '/'(itiht(4) was cliasto and temperate; and none were de- 
ceived, either friends or enemies, who depended on his faith or his 
clemency, 'fo the husbandmen of Italy the Gothic king i'^siied a wel- 
come proclamation, enjoining them to pursue their important labours, 
and to I est assured, that, on tlie jiayment of the ordinary taxes, they 
should !k' defended by his valour and discipline from the injuries of 
war. The stiong towns lie succesrively attacked ; and as soon as they 
had v»iclded to his arm»i, he demolished the foi tifications ; to save the 
]»co|'fe fioin the calamities of a future siege, to deprive the Romans of 
the aits ol defence, and to decide the tedious quairel of tho two nations, 
by an equal and honourable conflict in the field Of battle. The Roman 
captives and deserters were tempted to enlist in the service of a liberal 
and courteous adversary ; the slaves were attracted by the firm and 
faithful promise, that they sliould never be delivered to their masters ; 
and from the thousand warriors of Pavia, a new people, under the same 
appellation of Goths, was insensibly formed in the camp of Totila. He 
sincerely accomplished the articles of capitulation, w ithout seeking or 

(1) Sy|v<>riu» bishop of Rome, iva» first transported to f’nlara, iii Lveia, and at length staised 
(sub eoiiiiii iiiHodu media coiitectiis) iti the isle of Prilmuia, A 1>. 538, June 20 (Liberal, iii 
Brevlar. c 22. Anastasius in Sylverio Barojiius, A. D ‘ilo no 2,3 Pagl m ViL Pont toiii. i. 
p. 285, 286.) Piticopiiis (Aiiecdoi. c. 1 ) aernses otiiv tbr empress and Antonina. 

(2) p.ilinana, a small island, opposite to larraclnn and the coast of tho Voloci, (Cl'iver. 
ll.‘l Ailtiq. lib. Ill C 7. p. lOH.) 

(3' As too l.waoiheb* Alexander, and most of his civil and tiiiliiary colieasnes, were either 
dlssfaced or despised, the lull of the Anecdotes (c. A, 5. IH.) Is scarcely blacker ihaii that of 
ilie t.oibic History (Ub, m. c. 1. 3, 4 9. 30, 21, &c.). 

(4) Procopius (lib. ill c 2 8, docs ample and willing justice to the merit of lotiia. 
The Roman hlsioriaiis, from Salliibt and Tacitus, were happy to foi«et the vices of tiielr 
rouiuryinen lii the coiuemplaiioii of barbaric virtue. 
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t'lcceptin;^ any sinister advantage from ambiguous expressions or nnfor- 
seen events : the garrison of Naples had Btipulated, that they should 
be transported by sea; the obstinacy of the winds prevented their 
voyage, but they were generously supplied with horses, provisions, and 
a safe conduct to the gates of Rome. The wives of tlie senators, who 
had been surprised in the villas of Campania, were restored, without a 
ransom, to their liusbands ; the violation of female chastity was in- 
execrably chastised v/ith death ; and, in the salutary regulation of the 
diet of the famished Neapolitans, the conqueror assumed the office of 
a humane and attentive physician. The virtues of Totila are equally 
laudable, whether they proceeded from true policy, religious principle, 
or the instinct of humanity ; he often harangued his troops ; and it was 
his constant theme, that national vice and ruin are inseparably connected : 
that victory is the fruit of moral as well as military virtue ; and that 
the prince, and even the peoide are responsible for the crimes which 
they neglect to punish. 

The return of Belisarius, to save the country which he had subdued, 
w as pressed with equal vehemence hy his friends and enemies ; and the 
Gothic war was imposed as a trust or an exile on the veteran com- 
mander. A hero on the banks of the Kuuhrates, a shive in the palace 
of Constantinople, he acc.epted, with reluctance, the painful task of 
supporting his own reputation, and retrieving the faults of his succes- 
sors. The sea was open to the Romans : the ships and soldiers were 
assembled at Salona, near the palace of Diocletian : he refreshed and 
reviewed his troops at Pola in Istria, coa ^ed round the head of the 
lladriatic, entered the port of Ravenna, and dispatched orders rather 
than supplies to the subordinate cities. His first ])ublic oration was 
addressed to the Gotha and Romans in the name of the emperor, w'lio 
held suspended for awhile the conquest of Perssia, and listened to the 
prayers of his Italian subjects. lie gently touched on the causes and 
the authors of the recent disasters; striving to remove ihe fear of 
nuriishment for the past, ami the hope of impunity for the future, and 
labouring, with more zeal than success, to unite all the members of his 
government in a firm league of affection and obedience, .lustinian, his 
gracious master, was inclined to pardon and reward ; and it was their 
interest, as well as duty, to reclaim their deluded Wthren, who had 
been seduced by the arts of the usurper. Not a man was tempted to 
desert the standard of the Gothic king. Belisarius soon discovered, 
tliat he was sent to remain the idle and impotent spectator of the glory 
of a young Barbarian ; and his own epistle exhibits a genuine and lively 
picture of the distress of a noble mind.— Most excellent prince ; w’e 
are arrived in Italy, destitute of all the nece‘Hsary implements of war, 
** men, horses, arms, and money. In our late circuit through the vil- 
lages of Thrace and lllyricum, w’c have collected, with extreme diffi 
“ culty, about four thousand recruits, naked, and unskilled in the use 
of weapons and the exereises of the camp. The soldier^ already ^ta- 
' tioned in the province are discontented, fearful, and tiismayed ; at 
the sound of an enemy, they dismiss their horses, and cast their arms 
on the ground. No taxes can be raised, since Italy is in the hands 
of the Batharians ; the failure of pa3nnent has depriveil us of the 
“ right of command, or even of admonition. Be assured, dread sir, that 
the greater pnrt of your troops have already deserted to the Goths. 
‘‘ If the war could be acliieved by the presence of Belisarius alone, your 
“ wishes are satisfied ; Belisarius in the midst of Italy. But if you 
** desire to conquer, far other preparations are requisite : without a 
military force, the title of general is an empty name. It would be 
expedient to restore to my service my own veterans and domestic 
“ guards. Before I can take the field, I must receive an adequate sup- 
ply of light and heavy-armed troops ; and it is only with ready money 
that you can procure the indispensable aid of a powerful body of the 
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cavalry of the Huns."(l) An officer^ in whom Belisarius confided^ 
was sent from Rtivenna to htisten and conduct the succours ; but the 
message was neglected^ and the messenger was detained at Constant 
tinople by an adVantageous marriage. After his patience had been ex- 
hausted by delay and disap^intnient, the Rom<*in general repassed the 
lladriatic, and expected at Pyrrachium the arrival of the troops^ which 
were slowly assembled among the subjects and allies of Pie empire. His 
powers were still inadequate to the deliverance of Rome, which was 
closely besieged by the Gothic king. The Appian way, a march of forty 
days, w'as covered by the Barbarians ; and as the prudence of BeDsarius 
declined a battle, he preferred the safe and speedy navigation of live 
days from the coast of Epirus to the mouth of tne Tiber. 

After reducing, by force or treaty, the towns of inferior note in the 
midland provinces of Italy, Totila proceeded, not to assault^ but to en- 
compass and starve, the ancient capital. Rome was afflicted by the 
avarice, and guarded by the valour, of Bessas, a veteran chief of Gothic 
extraction, who filled, with a garrison of three thousand soldiers, the 
spacious circle of her venerable walls. From the distress of the people 
he extracted a profitable trade, and secretly rejoiced in the continuance 
of the siege. It was for his use that the granaries had been replenished ; 
the charity of pope Vigilius had purchased and embarked an ample sup- 
pljr of Sicilian corn ; but the vessels which escaped the Barbarians were 
seized by a rapacious governor, who imparted a scanty sustenapee to 
the soldiers, and sold the remainder to the wealthy Romans. The 
niedimnus, or fiftli part of the quarter of wheat, was exchanged for 
seven pieces of gold ; fifty pieces were given for an ox, a rare and ac- 
cidental prize ; the progress of famine enhanced this exorbitant value, 
and the mercenaries were tempted to deprive themselves of the al- 
lowance, which was scarcely suthoient for the support of life. A taste- 
less and unwholesome mixture, in which the bran thrice exceeded the 
quantity of fiour, appeased the hunger of the poor ; they were gradually 
reduced to feed on dead horses, dogs, cats, and mice, and eagerly to 
snatch the grass, and even the nettles, which grew among the ruins of 
the city. A crowd of spectres, pale and emaciated, their bodies op- 
pressed with disease, and their minds with despair, surrounded the 
jialace of the governor, urged, with unavailing truth, that it was the 
duty of a master to maintain his slaves, and humbly requested that he 
would provide for their subsistence, permit their night, or command 
their immediate execution. Bessas replied, with unfeeling tranquillity, 
that it was impossible to feed, unsafe to dismiss, and uniaw'ful to kill, 
the subjects of the emperor. Yet the example of a private citizen 
might have shewn his countrymen, that a tyrant cannot whithhold the 
privilege of death. Pierced by the cries of five children, who vainly 
called on their father for bread, he ordered them to follow his steps, 
advanced with calm and silent despair to one of the bridges of the 
Tiber, and, covering his face, threw himself headlong into the stream, 
in the presence of his family and the Roman people. To the rich and 
pusillanimous Bessasf2) sold the permisteion of departure; but the 
greatest part of the fugitives ex])ired on the public highways, or were 
intercepted by the iiying parties of Barbarians. In the meanwhile, the 
artful governor soothed the discontent, and revived the hopes, of the 
Romans, by the vague reports of the fleets and armies which were 


(1) ProcopluB, hb. lit. c. 12 The loiil of a liero is deeply Imprrwrd on tie leUt^r: nor 
ran we confound such seniiine and original acts w.ili the elaboiate and uflea empty 5peccbes 

*^^2)* is not dissembled by Procopius, (lib. ill. c. 17. 2t) ) He ex- 

piated the loss of Rome by the ulonous conquest of Petrea : (Oolh Jib. iv. c. 12.) but the 
lame vices followed bliii irom the Tibet to the PbMls ; (c. 13.) and t^he htotorlan la equally 
tnie to the merits and defects of his cbaracl<.r. The chastisement wblch the author of the 
romance of Belismrt has inflicied on the oppressors of Rome Is more agreeable to Justice 
than to history. 
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hasteninff to their relief from the extremities of the east. They derived 
more rational comfort from the assurance that Belisarius had landed at 
the port ; and^ without numbering his forces, they firmly relied on the 
humanity, the courage, and the skill of their peat deliverer. 

The foresight of Totila had raised obstacles worthy of such an an- 
tagonist. Ninety furlonp below the city, in the narrowest part of the 
river, he joined the two oanks by strong and solid timbers m the form 
of a bridp ; on which he erected two lofty towers, manned by the 
bravest of his Goths, and profusely stored with missile weapons and 
engines of offence. The approach oz the bridge and towers was covered 
by a strong and massy chain of iron ; and the chain, at either end, on 
the opposite side of the Tiber, was defended by a numerous and chosen 
detachment of archers. But the enterprise of forcing these barriers, 
and relieving the capital, displays a shining example of the boldness 
and conduct of Belisarius. His cavalry advanced from the port along 
the puldic road, to awe the motions and distract tlie attention of the 
enemy. His infantry and provisions were distributed in two hundred 
large boats; and each boat was shielded by a high rampart of thick 
planks, pierced with many small holes for the discharge of misile wea- 
pons. In the front, two large vessels were linked together to sustain 
a floating castle, which commanded the towers of the bridge, and con- 
tained a magazine of fire, sulphur, and bitumen. The whole fleet, 
which the general led in person, was laboriously moved against the 
cuiTent of the river. The chain yielded to their weight, and the ene- 
mies who guarded the banks were either si dn or scattered. As soon as 
they touched the principal barrier, the fire-ship was instantly grappled 
to the bridge ; one of the towers, with two hundred Goths, was con- 
sumed by the flames ; the assailants shouted the victory ; and Rome 
was saved, if the wisdom of Belisarius had not been defeated by the mis- 
conduct of his officers. He had previously sent orders to Bessas to 
second his operations by a timely sally from the town ; and he had fixed 
his lieutenant, Isaac, by a peremptory command, to the station of the 
port. But avarice rendered Bessas immoveable ; while the youthful 
ardour of I saac delivered him into the hands of a superior enemy. The 
exaggerated rumour of his defeat was hastily carried to the cars of Be- 
lisarius : he paused ; betrayed in that single moment of his life some 
emotions of surprise and perplexity ; and reluctantly sounded a retreat 
to save his wife Antonina, his treasures, and the only harbour which he 
possessed on the Tuscan coast. The vexation of his mind produced an 
ardent and almost mortal fever ; and Rome was left without protection 
to the mercy or indignation of Totila. The continuance of hostilities 
had embittered the national hatred, the Arian clergy was iguominiously 
driven from Rome ; Pelagius, the archdeacon, returned without suc- 
cess from an embassy to tho Gothic camp; and a Sicilian bishop, the 
envoy or nuncio of the pope, was deprived of both his hiinds, for oaring 
to utter falsehoods in the service bf the church and state. 

Famine had relaxed the strength and discipline of the garrison of 
Rome. They could derive no effectual service from a dying people ; 
and the inhuman avarice of the merchant at length absorbed the vigi- 
lance of the governor. Four Isauriaii sentinels, while their companions 
slent, and their officers were absent, descended by a rope from the wall, 
ana secretly proposed to tho Gothic king, to introduce his troops into 
the city. The offer was entertained with coldness and suspicion ; they 
returned in safety ; they twice repeated their visit ; the place was twice 
examined ; the conspiracy was known and disregarded ; and no sooner 
had Totila consented to the attempt, than they unbarred the Asinarian 
^te, and gave admittance to the Goths. Till the dawn of day they 
halted in order of battle, apnrehensive of treachery or ambush ; but the 
troops of Bessas, with their leader, had ali*eady escaped ; and when the 
king was pressed to disturb their retreat, he prudently replied, that no 
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sigbt could be more grateful than that of a fivinff enemy. The Patricianft, 
who were still. possessed of horses, Deciu-^, Rasilius &c. nccompaiiied the 
governor ; their brethren, among whom Olybrius, Orestes, and Maximus 
are named by the historian, took refuge in the church of St Peter ; but 
the assertion, that only five hundi*ed persons remained in the capit!d, 
inspires some doubt oi the fidelity either of his narrative or of his text. 

As soon as daylight had displayed the entire victory of the Ooths, 
tlieir monarch devoutly visited the tomb of the prince of the apostles ; 
but while he prayed at the altar, twenty-five soldiers, and sixty citizens, 
were put to tne sword in the vestibule of the temple. The archdeacon 
Pelagius(l) stood before him with the gosj^el in his hand. “ O Lord, 
be merciful to your servant. Pelagius,^ said Totila with an insult- 
ing smile, your pride now condescends to become a suppliant.** 
I <am a suppliant,** replied the prudent archdeacon, God has now made 
us your subjects, and as your subjects we are entitled to your clemency.** 
At this humble prayer, the lives of the Romans were sjiared ; and the 
chastity of the maids and matrons was preserved inviolate from the 
])assions of the hungry soldiers. But they were rewarded by the free- 
dom of pilhige, after the most precious spoils had been reserved for the 
royal treasury. The houses of the senators were plentifully 8tore<l with 
gold and silver ; and the avarice of Bessas had laboured with so much 
guilt and shame for the benefit of the conqueror. In this revolution, 
the sons and daughters of Roman consuls tasted the misery which «they 
Jiad spurned or relieved, wandered in tattered garments through the 
streets of the city, and begged their bread, perhaps without success, be- 
fore the gates of their hereditary mansions. The riches of Rusticiana, 
the daughter of Symmachus and widow of Boethius, had been generously 
devoted to alleviate the calamities of famine. But the Barbarians were 
exasperated by the report, that she had prompted the people to over- 
throw the statues of the great Theodoric ; ana the life of that vencnible 
matron would have been sacrificed to his memory, if Totila had not re- 
spected her birth, her virtues, and even the pious motive of her revenge. 
The next day he pronounced two orations, to congratulate and admo- 
nish liis victorious Goths, and reproach the senate, as the vilest of slaves, 
with their perjury, folly, and ingratitude ; sternly declaring, that their 
estates and honours were justly forfeited to the companions of his arms. 
Yet he consented to forgive their revolt, and the senators repaid his 
i lemency by dispatching circular letters to their tenants and vassals in 
the provinces or Italy, strictly to enjoin them to desert the standard of 
the (.Jreeks, to cultivate their lands in peace, and to learn from their 
masterh the duty of oberlience to a Gothic sovereign. Against the cities 
which had so long delayed the course of his victories he appeared inexo- 
rable : one-third of the walls, in different parts, were demolislied by his 
command ; fire and engines prepared to consume, or subvert, the most 
stately works of antiquity : and the world was astonished by the fatal 
decree, that Rome should be changed into a pasture for cattle. The firm 
and temperate remonstrance of Belisarius s^ispended tlie execution ; he 
warned the Barbarian not to sully his fame by the destruction of those 
inonuments, which were the glory of the dead, and the delight of the 
living ; and Totila was persuaded, by the advice of an enemy, to pre- 
serve Rome as the ornament of his kingdom, or the fairest pledge of 
peace and reconciliation. When he had signified to the ambassadors of 
Belisarius, his intention of sparing the city, he stationed an army at the 
distance of one hundred and twenty furlongs, to observe the motions of 
the Roman general. With the remainder of his forces, lie marched in- 

fl> During the long exi'e, and after tb# death of Vigilius, tbe Roinati cfinrcli wm goTcrned, 
at tint by tbe arcbdeacuu, and ut length (A D. 565 ) by the pope Pelagiiis, who was not 
thought guiltless of the sufferings of bis predecessor.’ See the original lives of popes, un- 
der the name of Aiiasta-liis fMunitorl, Scrip. Rer. Itallcarum, tom. iii. p. i. 130, 131.) who 
relatef seven) curious incidents of the sieges of Rome and the wars of iMly. 
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to Lucania and Apulia^ and occupied^ on the summit of mount Garga- 
nus,(l) one of the camps of Hannibal«(2^ The senators were dragged 
in his train^ and afterwards confined in tne fortresses of Campania : the 
citizens^ with their wives and children^ were dispersed in exile ; and 
during forty days Rome was abandoned to desolate and dreary soli- 
tude. (3) 

The loss of Rome was speedily retrieved by an action^ to which, ac- 
cording to the event, the nublic opinion would apply the names of rash- 
ness or heroism. After the departure of Totila, the Roman gener^ 
sidlied from the port at the head of a thousand horse, cut in pieces the 
enemy who opposed his progress, and visited with pity and revei-ence the 
vacant space of the eternal city. Resolved to maintain a station so con- 
spicuous in the eyes of mankind, he summoned the greatest part of his 
troops to the standard which he erected on the capital : the old inhabit- 
ants were recalled by the love of their country and the hopes of food ; 
and the keys of Rome were sent a second time to the emperor Justinian. 
The walls, as far as they had been demolished by the Goths, were re- 
paired with rude and dissimilar materials ; the ditch was restored ; iron 
8inkes(4) were profusely scattered in the highways to annoy the feet of 
the horses ; and as ne\V gates could not suddenly be procured, the en- 
trance was gnarded by a Spartan rampart of his bravest soldiers. At the 
expiration of twenty-five days, Totila returned by hasty marches from 
Apulia, to avenge the injury and disgrace. Belisarius expected his ap- 

{ >roach. The Goths were thrice repulsed in three general assaults ; they 
ost the flower of their troops ; the royal standard had almost fallen into 
the hands of the enemy, and the fame of Totila sunk, as it had risen, 
with the fortune of his arms Whatever skill and courage could achieve, 
had been performed by the Roman general ; it remained only, that Jus- 
tinian sh<mld terminate, by a strong and seasonable effort, the war wliich 
he had ambitiously undertaken. The indolence, perhaps the impotence, 
of a prince who despised liis enemies, and envied his servants, protracted 
the calamities of Italy. After a long silence, Belisarius was commanded 
to leave a sufficient garrison at Rome, and to transport himself into the 
province of Lucania, whose inhabitants, inflamed by Cutludic zeal, iiad 
cast away the yoke of their Arian conquerors. In this ignoble warfare, 
the hero, invincible against the power of the Barbarians, was basely 
vanquished by the delay, the disobedience, and tlie cowardice of his own 
officers. Ho reposed in his winter -quarters of Crotona, in the full as- 
surance, that the two passes of the Lucanian hills were guarded by his 
cavalry. They were betrayed by treachery or weakness ; and the rajnd 
march of the Goths scarcely allowed time for the escape of Belisarius to 
the coast of Sicily. At length a fleet and army were assembled for the 
relief of Ruscianum, or Rossano,(5) a fortress sixty furlongs from the 
ruins of Sybaris, where the nobles of Lucania had taken refuge. Ir^ ^he 
first attempt, the Roman forces were dissipated by a stf'rni. Jn the he- 
cond they approached the shore'5 but they saw the hills covered with 

(1) Mount Garganus, now Monte St. Angelo, in the kingdom of Naples, nins three hutidieil 
^ladia Into the Adriatic sea (Strab. lib. vl p. 436 and lii the darker ages, y/m illustrated l>> 
the apparition, miracles, and church of St. Michael the archangel. Horace, a native of Apulia 
or Lucania, had seen the elms and oaks of Gargauus i.ibouring and bellowing with the north 
wind that blew oil that lofty coast (Carm li. 9 Epist li 1 201.). 

(S) t cannot ascertain this particular enmp of Hannibal ; but the Piiiilc quarten were long 
and often in the neighbourhood of Arpl (‘I' Llv xxil 9 12 , 24. 3 Ac), 

(3) lotila .... Komam bigredttnr aceveiiit iiiuros donios atiquautas igni conibii< 

reus, acumnes Komanoruin res in pr.edam accepit, hoi Ip&os Romanos in lampaniam tapiivos 
abduxu. Post qnatii devastationem, xl aiit ampliiis dies, Roma fait itadesolau, ut nemo ibiho 
jjilniim, nisi {mdletf) bestias inorareiitnr (Marceiliii. in chroii. p 54). 

(4) 'the tribuli are small engines with four spikes, one fixed in the ground, tbe three others 
erect or adverse (Procopins, Gothic, lib. III. c, 24. Just. Lipsius, i»i>Iierceitt»i», iib. v. c. 3,) 
The Dielapbor was borrowed firoin the trlbiiU fiand co/troj^^, a herb with a prickly fruit, 
common In Italy (Martin, ad Virgil. Geoigic. L 153. vol ii. p 33 ). 

(5) Riiscia, the novate Thurhrum, was transferred to tbe distance of sixty stadia toRiis- 
cianiim, Kossano, an archbishopric witbunt sufTnigaiis. Ihe republic of Sybaris Is now tbe 
estate of the duke of Corigliano (Riedeael, 1 ravels into Magna Qrsecia and Sicily, p. 166— 171 \ 
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archerg> the landing-place defended by a line of spears^ and the king of 
the Gk)th8 impatient for battle. The conqueror of Italy retired with a 
aigh^ and continued to languish, inglorious and inactive, till Antonina> 
who had been sent to Constantinople to solicit succours, obtained, after 
the death of the empress, the nermission of his return. 

The five last campaigns or Belisarius might abate the envv of his 
competitors, whose eyes had been dazzled and wounded W the Wze of 
his rormer glory. Instead of delivering Italy from the uoths, he had 
wandered fflee a fugitive along the coast, witliout daring to march into 
the country, or to accept the 1wld and repeated challenge of Totila. Yet 
in the judgment of the few who could discriminate counsels from events> 
and compare the instruments with the execution, he appeared a more 
consummate master of the art of war, than in the season of his 
prosperity, when he presented two captive kin^ before the throne of 
Justinian. The valour of Belisarius was not chilled by age ; his pru- 
dence was matured by experience, but the moral virtues of humanity 
and justice $eem to have yielded to the hard necessity of the times. The 
parsimony or poverty of the emperor compelled him to deviate from the 
rule of conduct which had deserved the love and confidence of the Ita- 
lians. The war was maintained by the oppression of Ravenna, Sicily, 
and all the faithful subjects of the empire ; and the rigorous prosecution 
of Herodian provoked that injured or ^ilty officer to deliver Spoleto 
into the hands of the enemy. The avarice of Antonina, which haq been 
sometimes diverted by love, now reigned without a rival in her nreast. 
Belisarius himself had always understood, that riches, in a corrupt age, 
are the support and ornament of personiil merit. And it cannot be pre- 
sumed that he should stain his honour for the public service, without 
applying a part of the spoil to his private emolument. The hero ha<t 
escaped the sword of the Barbarians, but the dagger of congniracy(l) 
awaited his return. In the midst of wealth and honours, ArtaoHn, who 
had chastised the African tyrant, complained of the ingratitude of courts. 
He aspired to Prajecta, the emperor s niece, who wished to reward her 
deliverer ; but the impediment of his previous marriage was asserted by 
the piety of Theodora. The pride of royal descent was irritated by flat- 
tery ; and the service, in which he gloried, had proved him capable of 
bold and sanguinary deeds. The death of Justinian was resolved, but 
the conspirators delayed the execution till they could surprise Belisa- 
rius disarmed, and naked, in the palace of Constantinople. Not a hope 
could be entertained of shaking liis lon^-tried fidelity ; and they justly 
dreaded the revenge, or rather justice, of the veteran general, who might 
speedily assemble an army in Thrace to minish the assassins, and per- 
haps to enjoy the fruits of’ their crime. Delay afforded time for rasli 
communications and honest confessions : Artaban and his accomplices 
were condemned by the senate, but the extreme clemency of Justinian 
detaijied them in the gentle confinement of the palace, till he pardoned 
their flagitious attempt against his throne and life. If the emperor for<" 
gave his enemies, he must cordially embrace a friend whose victories were 
mone remembered, and who was endeared to his prince by the recent cir- 
cumstance of theii' common danger. Belisarius reposed from his toils, in the 
high station of general of the east and count of the domestics ; and the 
older consuls and patricians respectfully yielded the precedency of rank to 
the peerless merit of the first of the Rumans.(2) The flrst of the Romans 
still submitted to be the slave of his wife ; but the servitude of habit and 


(1) Ihi8 ciinapiracy related by ProcAphis (Gotbic. lib Ui. c. 31, 32 , «iHi »uch fieedum 
and cfliidfHir, that tlif ilt)f?rir of the Anecdotes gives blin nothing to add. 

(2) I'he bonoiiis of rctisanns are gladly coiiiroeiiKnated by his secretary (Procop. <3olli 
lib. Ill c 33. lib Iv c 21 ). The title of Xrf>ar^yor h ill translated, at lean in this liist«inte, 
by prsefectus pnetorio, and to a mliluiv character, niagisirr mihtiirn is more proper aiKi 
applicable (nncaiige, Gloss t»r»c p. H58, IASS,). 

Voi- III. L 
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affection became less disgraceful when the death of Theodora had 
moved the baser Influence of fear. Joannina their daughter, and the 
sole heiress of their fortunes, was betrothed to Anastasius, the grandson, 
or rather nephew, of the empre^,(l) whose kind interposition forwarded 
the consummation of their youthful loves. But the power of Theodora 
expired, the parents t>f Joannina returned, and her honour, perhaps her 
happiness, were sacrificed to the revenge of an unfeeling mother, whb 
dissolved the imperfect nuptials before they had been ratified by the ce-> 
remonies of the church.(2) 

Before the departure of Belisarius, Perusia was besieged, and few 
cities were impregnable to the Gothic arms. Ravenna, Ancona, and 
Orotona still reswted the Barbarians ; and when Totila asked in mar- 
riage one of the daughters of France, he was stung by the just reproach, 
that the king of Italy was unworthy of his title tm it was acknowledged 
hy the Roman people. Three thousand of the bravest soldiers had been 
left to defend the capital. On the suspicion of a monopoly, they mas- 
sacred the governor, and announced to Justinian, by a deputation of 
the clergy, that unless their offence was pardoned, and their arrears 
were satisfied, th^ ..hould instantly acceptthe tempting offers of Totila. 
But the officer, who succeeded to the command (his name was Diogenes), 
deserved their esteem and confidence ; and the Goths, instead of find- 
ing an easy conquest, encountered a vigorous resistance from the soldiers 
and ueople, who patiently endured the loss of the port, and of all mari- 
time supplies. The siege of Rome would perhaps have been raised, if 
the liberality of Totila to the Isaurians had not encour^ed some of their 
venal countrymen to copy the example of treason. In a dark night, 
while the Gothic trumpet sounded on another side, they silently opened 
the gate of 6t. Paul : the Barbarians rushed into the ci^ ; and the fiying 
garrison was intercepted before they could reach the harbour of Cen- 
tumcellse. A soldier trained in the school of Belisarius, Paul of Cilicia, 
retired with four hundred men to the mole of Hadrian, 'riiey re- 
pelled the Goths ; but they felt the approach of famine ; and their aver- 
sion to the taste of horse-fiesh confirmed their resolution to risk the 
event of a desperate and decisive sally. But their spirit insensibly 
stooped to the offers of capitulation ; they retrieved their arrears of pay, 
and preserved their arms and horses, by emisting in the service of Totila ; 
their chiefs, who pleaded a laudable attachmenfi to their wives and chil- 
dren in the east, were dismissed with honour ; and above four hundred 
enemies, who had taken refuge in the sanctuaries, were saved by the 
clemency of the victor. He no longer entertained a wish of destroying 
the edifices of Rome,(3) which he now respected as the seat of the Go- 
thic kingdom : the senate and people were restored to their country ; *he 
means of subsistence were liberally provided ; and Totila, in the robe of 
peace, exhibited the equestrian games of the circus. M^ilst he amu^ <4 
the eyes of the multitude, four hundred vessels weio m^ared for the 
embarkation of his tnK»ps. The Uities of RJiegium and Tarentum were 

(1) Atemannu9 (ad Hist. Areamim, p. Diicange (FSmiHas By 2 ant. p 98), and Heiiiec. 

cini(HUt. Juris f'lviHs, p 134 ), uU three represent Anaataslus as the son of the daughtei of 
llieodoj* : and their opinion Armly reposes on the ambiguous testimony of Procopius (Aner- 
dot. c. 4, 5— twice repeated). And yet twill remark, 1 That in the year 547, 

1 lieodora could scarcely have a grandson of the age of puberty « 9. That weaie totally Ignorant 
of this daughter and her bushend i and, 3. That Theodora concealed her tMttarda And that tier 
grandson by Justinian would Jia?e been helr^pparent of the empire. 

(A) The oftapTrifiara, or sins of the hero of Italy and after his retnhi, are marilfested 
airapciKoXvirTwr, and most probably swelled, by the author of the Anecdotes (v. Iv. 5.) The 
designs of Antonina were favoured by the fluctuating Jurisprudence of Justinian. On the law 
of marriage and divorce, th<it emperor was trocbos versatllior (Heiiieccius. Element Juns. 
Civil, ad ordinem Pandect, p 4 no. 333.). 

(3) The Romans were still attached to tbemonuments of their aiiceslors; and according to 
Procopius (Goth. lib. Jv c. £2.), the galley of <En«as, of a single teiik of oars, twenty flvh feet 
in breadth, one hundred and twenty In length, was preserved entire In the ^avalkt^ iiesr 
Monte Teataceo, at the foot of the Aventine (Nardlnl, Roma Antica, Hb. vll. c. 9. p. 468. 
Donatua, Roma Aittiqua, lib. iv. c. 13. p. 334.). But all dutiqulty Is ignorant of tbis relic. 
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: he uiisae4 into the object /of hio Im^coble resentment;, 
end tjie Wfug4 wee stripped of its ^fold wid sitvert of the fruits of ^ 
earth, and of an infinite nuiph^ of horses, fi^eep, and oxen. Sardinia 
and Corsica obeyed t^e fortune of Italy ; and the st^a-coast itf Greece 
vas visited by a fleet of three bandit galleys (1) The Gotlis were* 
landed in Corcyra and the ancient continent of Bpivus ; they advanced 
as far as Nicopolis, the trophy of Augustus, and Dodoma, (^} once favour- 
ed by the oracle of Jove. In every step of his \1ctQrie8 the wise Barba* 
rian repeated to Justinian his desire of |)eace, a^lauded the coacot’d of 
their predecessors, and oflered to employ the Gothic lurms in the ser*' 
vice of the empire. 

Justinian was deaf to the voice of peace ; but he neglected the pro* 
secution of war; and the indolence of his temper disappoint^, in some 
degree, the obstinacy of his passions. From this sulutffry slund^er the 
emperor was awakened by tlxe pope Vigilius and the patrician Certhegus, 
who appeared before his thnme, and adjured him, in the name of Ctod 
and the people, to resume the conquest and deliverance of Italy. In 
the choice of the generals, oaprice, as well judgment w'as shewn. A 
fleet and army ^jailed for the relmf of Sicily under the conduct of Li- 
berius ; but his youth and want of experiecice were aftera syds disco- 
vered, and before he touched the shores of the island, he w as <nertakcn 
by his successor. In the piece of Liberius, the conspirator Artaban waa 
raised from a prison to military honours ; in tlie pious presumption, 
that gratitude would animate Ids valour and fortify his allegiance. 'Beli- 
sarius reposed in the shade of his laurels, but the commanu of the prin- 
cipal army was reserved for Germanus,(3) the emperor's nephew, whose 
rank and merit had been long depressed by the jealousy of the court. 
Theodora had injured him iu the rights of a private citizen, the mar- 
riage of his children, and the testament of his brother ; and although 
his conduct was pure and bkiineless, Justinian was displeased that he 
should be thought worthy of the confidence of the inalecontents. The 
life of Germanus was a lesson of implicit obedience ; he nobly refused 
to prostitute bis name and character in the factions of the circus : the 
gravity of his manners was tempered by innocent cheerfulneBi» ; and 
his riches were lent without interest to indigent or deserving friends. 
His vidour had fomierly triumphed over the Sclavoniaos of the Danulm 
and the rebels of Africa : the first report of his promotion revived tjie 
hopes of the Italians : and he was privately assured, that a crowd of 
Homan deserters would abandon, on his approach, the standard of TotiJa. 

His second marriage with Maiasontha, the grand-daughter of The- 
oduric, endeared Germanus to the Goths themselves ; and they tnai*ch- 
ed with reluctance ?i^inst the father of a royal infant, the last oflspring 
of the line of AmaU.(4) A splendid allowance was assigned by che 
empei'or: the general contributed his private fortune; his two sons 
were popular and active ; and he surpass^, in the promptitude and suc- 
cess of his levies, the expectation of mankind. He was permitt^ 
to select some squadrons or I'hracian cavali y : the veterans, as w'ell a^i 
the youth of Constantinople and Europe, engaged their voluntary ser- 
vice ; and as far as the heart of Germany, his fame and liberality at- 

(1) In thcie teas, Crocopma teurcliefl nitiioiit Huictiitfl for tiie <»f Calypao. He wai 
shewn PhintcUor Corcyni, the pelrifled th\p <»r UlyAkes; (Odyta. xHl. \& ) hut lie (htiiul 
It a recent fabric «r fUAuy etnoee, dedkated by a merchant to Jupiter Caaaiua. (lib. iv. c. Hi ) 
Euatathiua bad supposed it to be the faiicifitl likeness of a rock. 

(*2) M. d'AnviUe (Memofres de I'.icad tmn. vKvii p 3U1-.528 ) iUiifttrateti (lie ipiif of Ain. 
bracia, bi|t be caiinut ascertain the situation of Dudoiia A comitiy In 8n;liC of lial) Is less 
known than the wilds of Amerira. 

(5) Sea the acts of Germanus In the public cv.iin(al lib. li c tc -IH Goth, lib fji. c. .71, 

Si ) and pri\ate history (Aiiecdot c v ), aurl those of his s^ui Juatn, in Agalhias (Itb. iv. c. 

1^ 131 ). NotwithstaiiUitif an ambiKMou» expression ol Jr.niandes, fratii suo, Aleniannus lias 
proved that he was the son of the euit>en>r's brether 
(!■) coiijuncu Aniciorum g«»s c.un AumIs stlrpc speiii adhuc uirinsqiie setierlsplumitUU 
(Joruandcs c K p. 70* ) He wrote at H!i\eTiiia liefoie the death of Totite. 



US THE DECLINE AND PALL 

tracted the aid of the Barbarians* The Romans advanced to Bardies ; 
an army of Sclavonians Bed before their mardi ; but within two days of 
their final departure^ the designs of Germanu&were terminated by his 
malady and death. Yet the impulse which he had given to the Italian 
war still continued to act with energy and effect. "Hie maritime towns, 
Ancona, Crotona, Centumcelln, resisted the assaults of Totila. Sicily 
was reduced by the zeal of Artaban, and the Gothic navy was defeated 
near the coast of the Hadriatic. The two fleets were almost equal, forty- 
seven to fifty galleyB : the victory was decided by the knowledge and 
dexterity of the Greeks ; but the ships were so closely grappled, that 
only twelve of the Goths escaped from this unfortunate conflict. They 
affected to depreciate an element in which they were unskilled, hut their 
own experience confirmed the truth of a maxim, that the master of the 
sea will alwayeTacquire the dominion of the land.(1 ) 

After the loss of Germanus, the nations were provoked to smile, by 
the strange intelligence, that the command of the Roman armies was 
given to an eunuch. But the eunuch Narses(2) is ranked among the few 
who have rescued that happy name from the contempt and hatred of 
mankind. A feeble diminutive body concealed the soul of a statesman 
and a warrior. His youth had been employed in the management of the 
loom and distaff,, in the cares of the household, and the service of female 
luxury ; but while his hands were busy, he secretly exercised the facul- 
ties of a vigorous and discerning mind. A stranger to the schools and 
the damp, he studied in the palace to dissemble, to flatter, and to per- 
suade ; and as soon as he approached the person of the emperor, Justi- 
nian listened with surprise and pleasure to the manly counsels of his 
chamberlain and private treasurer.(3) The talents of Narses were tried 
and improved in Aequent embassies ; he led an army into Italy, acquired 
a practical knowle^e of the war, and the country, and presumed to 
strive with the genius of Belisarius. Twelve years after his return, the 
eunuch was chosen to achieve the conquest which had been left imper- 
fect by the first of the Roman generals. Instead of being dazzled by 
vanity or emulation, he seriously declared, that unless he were armed 
with an adequate force, he would never consent to risk his own glory, 
and that of Ms sovereign. Justinian granted to the favourite, what be 
might have denied to the hero : the Gothic war was rekindled from its 
ashes, and th^reparations were not unworthy of the ancient majesty of 
the empire. The key of the public treasure was put into his hand, t(» 
eollect magazines, to levy soldiers, to purchase arms and horses, to dis- 
charge the arrears of pay, and to tempt the fidelity of the fugitives and 
deseiters. The troops of Germanus were still in arms ; they halted at 
Salomi in the expectation of a new leader ; the legions of subjects 'ind 
Miles were created by the well-known liberality of the eunuch Narses. 
The king of the Lombards(4) satisfied or surpassed the obligations i ' a 
treaty, by lending two thousand two hundred of his bravest warriorsi 
who were followed by three thousand of their martial attendants. Three 
thousand Heruli fought on horseback under Philemuth, their native 

(1) The third book of Procopius is termiuated by the death of Ceniianus (Add. lib. iv. 
c. S3-~S6.). 

(S) Hro( opliis relates the whote scries of this second Gothic war and the victory of Narses 
lib. IV c. SI. ). A splendid scene! Ainona tbe six subjects of epic poetry which 

Tasso revolved in his mind, he hesiuled between the conquests of Italy by, Belisarius and hy 
Narses (Hayley's Works, V 0 I..JV.P. 7 O.J. r ^ ^ .u .u « 

(3} The country of Narses is unknown, since he tnnsc not be cotifouiHled with the Persar- 
meiiiaii. ProcopUis styles him (Goth lib. ii c. IS) /3aai\iKalP muiwc; Haul Wai> 

tiefrld (ni** c3 p 776 J Cliartularius : Marceflbliis adds the name of rtibicufariiis. In an 
tiiscripiion on the Salarlan bridge he is entitled E?t>coiisul, Bx-prseponUits, Cnbiciiii Patncius 
fMascou, Hist, of the Germaiis, Ub. xiil. c. 25 ) The law of I tie«nlosius against ciiinichs was 
^aolete or abolished (Annotation 30.) ; but the foolish prophecy 01 the Koiiiaus 8abet4ied in 
full vigour (Hrocop lib iv c. SI ). 

(i) Haul Wariierrid, the Iximbard, records with complacency the succour, service, and 
honourable dismission ot his couiitr}men -reipublicm Koinanas adversus semulos adjtitores 
flieraui (lib. ti. c. l p. 774 edit. Grot.) I am surprised that Alboin, thesr martial king, did 
lead his subjects inr person. 
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Mef; and the noble Aratus^ who adopted the manners and discipline of 
Rome conducted a band of veterans ox the same nation. Dagistheus was 
released from prison to command the Huns ; and Kobad, the grandson 
and nephew of the areat king, was conspicuous by the re^ tiara at the 
head or his faithful Persians, who had devoted themselves to the for« 
tunes of their prince.(l) Absolute in the exercise of his authority, more 
absolute in the affection of his troops, Narses led a numerous and gal- 
lant army from Philippolis to Salona, from whence he coasted l^e east- 
ern side of the Hadriatic as far as the confines of Italy. His progress 
was checked. The east could not supply vessels capable of transporting 
such multitudes of men and horses. The Franks, who in the genera 
confusion, had usurped the greater part of the Venetian province, re- 
fused a free passage to the friends of the Lombards. The station of 
Verona was occupied by Teias, with the flower of the Clothic forces ; and 
that skilful commander had overspread the adjacent country with the 
fall of woods and the inundation of waters.(S) In this perplexity, an 
oflicer of experience proposed a measure, secure by the appearance of 
rashness ; that the Roman army should cautiously advance along the 
sea-shore, while the fleet preceded their march, and successively cast a 
bridge of boats over the mouths of the rivers, the Timavus, the Brenta, 
the Adige, and the Po, that fall into the Hadriatic to the north of Ra- 
venna. Nine days he reposed in the city, collected the fra^ents of the 
Italian army, and marched towards Rimini to meet the aefiance of an 
insulting enemy. 

The prudence of Narses impelled him to speedy and decisive action. 
His powers were the last effort of the state : the cost of each day accu- 
mulated the enormous account ; and the nations, untrained to discipline 
or fatigue, might be rashly provoked to turn their arms against each 
other, or against their benefactor. The same considerations might have 
tempered the ardour of Totila. But he was conscious, that the clergy 
and people of Italy aspired to a second revolution : he ielt or suspectell 
the rapid progress of treason, and he resolved to risk the Gothic king- 
dom on the chance of a day, in which the valiant would be animated by 
instant danger, and the disa^ected might be awed by mutual ignorance. 
In his march from Ravenna, the Roman general chastised the garrison 
of Rimini, traversed in a direct line the hills of Urbiiio, and re-entered 
the Flaminian way, nine miles beyond the perforated rock, an obstacle 
of art and nature which might have stopped or retarded his progres6.(3) 
The Goths were assembled in the neighbourhood of Rome, they 
vanced, without delay, to seek a superior enemy, and the two armies 
miproac'hed each other at the distance of one hunared furlongs, between 
Tagina(4) and the sepulchres of the Gauls. (5) The haughty message 

(l; Mp was, if tint an impostor, the son of tli« Mind Zanies, saved by cotnpasaiou, and 
educated tn the Byzantine court by the various motives of pulley, pride, aud genealogy (Pro 
cop. Persic lib, 1. c 25.}. 

(2) In the lime of Augustus, and in tlie middle ages, the whole waste from Aquitcla to 
Ravenna, was coveted with woods, Ukes, and morasses. Man has subdued nature, and the 
land has been riiltlvated, since the waters are confliied and embauked. See the learned 
researches of Miiraioii (Autiqnltat. JultaB niedil Avi, torn, i dissert. 21. p. 253,251) front 
Vitruvius, srab i, Herodiaii, old charters, and local knowledge. 

(5) The Mainlnian way, as it is corrected from the Itineraries, and the best modern maps, 
by d*AaviMe (A.talyse tie I'lulie, p. 147—162.), may be tbos statra : Rome to Narnl, ftfty-one 
Roman mites ; 1 erni, rtfly seven ; Spoleto, seventy live ; Follgoo, eigbty-eigbt ; Nocera, one 
hundred and three ; Cagll, one hundred and forty-two ; Intercisa, one hundred and fifty seven ; 
F«)Ssombrone. one hiKidrcd and stxty , Fano. one liiiiidred and seventy-slv ; Pesaro, one hun- 
dred and elgbty.fonr ; Kiintiii, two hundred and eight -about one hundred and eighty-nine 
bngtish miles He takes no notice of the death of Totila , but Wessehitf P* ) 

exchdiiges for the field of Taglna^ the unknown appellatfoii of eight miles ftpui 

Nocera. 

(4) Tagmas, or rather ladinas. Is mentioiied by Pliny; bnt the blsltopilc of that obscuie 
town, a mile from Cnaldo, in the plain, was united, in the year 1007, with that of Nocera. 
The signs «>f Hiiiiqnity are preserved In the local appellatioits. Fiusato^ the camp ; Capra%<t^ 
Caprea; Bastia, Busts Galloritm. See Cliiverins (Italia Anttqaa, llh. ii. c. 6. p. ei5>€17.1, 
Lucaa llolstenlus (AnnoUt. ad Cluver. p. 85. SO ), Guazzesi (DUsertat. p. 177-217. a pro* 
fessed Inquiry) and the maps of the ecclesiastical state and the march of Ancona, by La Matra 
and Magliii. 

(5) Tha battle was fought iii the year of Rome 45S ; and the coiismI DccUi, by devottng 
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of Narses was an offer, not of ^ace, but of p^krdon. The answer of the 
GotMc king declared his resolution to die or conquer. What day/' 
said the messenger, will you ffx for the combat ?*' The eight day/' 
replied Totila ; but early the next morning he attempted to surprise a 
foe, suspicious of deceit, and propM^ed for battle. Ten thousand Hemli 
and LombardSy of approved vak>uX ami doubtful faith, were placed in 
the centre. Each of the wings was composed of eight thousand Ro- 
mans ; the right was guarded' by the eavwy of the Huns, the left was 
covered by htteen hundred diosert horse, destined, according to the 
emergencies of action, to sustain the retreat of their friends, or to en- 
compass the flank of the enemy. From his proper station at the head 
of trie right wing, the eunuch* rode along the line, expressing by his 
voice and countenance the assurance of victory ; exdting the soldiers of 
the emperor to punish the guilt and madness of a band of robbers ; and 
exposing to their view, gold chains, collars, and bracelets, the rewards 
of military virtue. From the event of a dngle eombat, they drew an 
omen of success; and they beheld with pleasure the courage of fifty 
archers, who maintained a small eminence against three sueceseive 
attacks of the Gothic cavaby. At the distance only of two bow-shots, 
ihe armies spent the morning in dreadful suspense, and the Romans 
tasted some uecessa^ food, without unloosening the cuirass from their 
bteast, or the bridle from their hotbes^ Narses aw'aited Ike charge ; and 
it was delayed by Totila till he had received his last succours of two 
thousand Goths. While he consumed the liours in fruitless treaty, the 
king exhibited in a narrow space the strength and agiliW of a warrior. 
His armour was enchased with gold ; his purple banner floated with the 
wind ; he cast his lance into the air ; caught it with the right hand ; 
shifted it to the left ; threw himself b^kward ; recovered his seat ; and 
managed a fiery steed in all the paces and evolutions of the equestrian 
school. As soon as the succours had arrived, he retired to his tent, 
assumed the dress and arms of a private soldier, and gave the signal of 
battle. The first line of cavalry advanced with more courage than dis- 
cretion, and left behind them the infantry of the second line. They were 
soon engaged between the horns of a crescent, into which the adverse 
wings had been insensibly curved, and were saluted from either side by 
the volleys of four thousand archers. I'heir ardour, and even their dis- 
tress, drove them forwards to a close and unequal conflict, in which they 
could only use their lances against an enemy equally skilled in all the 
instruments of war. A generous emulation inspired the Romans and 
their barbarian allies : and Narses, who calmly viewed and directed their 
jefforts, doubted to whom he should adjudge the prize of superior bra- 
<very. The Gothic cavalry was astonished and disordered, pressed and 
broken ; and the line of infantry, instead of presenting their spears, or 
opening their intervals, were trampletl under the feet or the flying hors*- 
Six thousand of the Goths were slaughtered, without mercw, in the field 
of Tagina. Their prince, with five Attendants, was overtaken by Asbad. 
of the race of the Gepidse. Spare the king of Italy," cried a loyal 
voice, and Asbad struck his lance through the body of Totila. The blow 
was instantly revenged by the faithful Goths ; tney transported their 
dying monarch seven miles beyond the scene of his disgrace ; and his 
last moments were not embittered by the presence of an enemy. Com- 
passion afforded him the shelter of an obscure tomb ; but the Romans 
were not satisfied of their victory, till they beheld the corpse of the 
Gothic king. His hat, enriched with gems, and his bloody robe, were 
presented to Justinian by the messengers of triumph.(l) 

As soon as Narses had paid his devotions to the author of victory, and 

hi« o«n life, assured the triiiniph of liis Country and his coHeague Fabtus(T. tlv. 10. 28, 39.). 
•rrotfoptusnsciilics lo ( ainUlus the vlciery of the itmta Galtorum ; and his error U branded 
by LliiTcriiit with the natioihi) rrprosich of Orsecomiii nnsamenfta. 

» (I) Ihroph.ine*, Chr^n p Ill^l Mtscell lib. aVI. p 103. 
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the blessed Virfln, his peculiar patrQne 884 (l) he praised^ rewarded, md 
dismissed the Lombaras. The villages had been reduced to ashes by 
tliese valiant savages; they ravished matrons and virgins on the 
altar; their retreat was diligently watched by a strong detachment 
o£ regular forces^ who prevented a repetition of the nke disorders. 
The victorious eunuch pursued his march through Tuscany^ accmit* 
ed the submission of the Goths^ heard the accEunationS^ and often 
the complaints^ of the Italians^ and encompassed the walls of Rome with 
the remainder of his formidable host. Roun<d the wide circumference^ 
Narses assigned to himself, and to each of his lieutenants, a real or a 
feigned attack, while he silently marked the place of easy and unguarded 
entrance. Neither the fortifications of Hadrian s mole, nor of tne port, 
could long delay the progress of the conqueror ; and Justinian once 
more received the keys of Rome, which, under his reign, had been Jive 
times taken and recovered (O) But the deliverance of Rome was the 
last calamity of the Roman people. The Barbarian allies of Narses too 
frequently confounded the privileges of peace and war : the despair of 
the flying Goths found some consolation in sanguinary revenge : and 
three hundred youths, of the noblest families, who had been sent as 
hostages beyond the Po, were inhuman^ riain by the successor of To- 
tila. The fate of the senate suggests an awful lesson of the vicissitude 
of human affairs. Of the senators whom Totila had banished from their 
country, some were rescued by an officer of Belisarius, and transported 
from Campania to Sicily ; while others were too guilty to confide iq the 
clemency of Justinian, or too poor to provide horses for their escape to 
the sea-shore. Their brethren languished five years in a state of indi- 
gence and exile : the victory of Narses revived their hones ; but their 
premature return to the metropolis was prevented by the nirious Goths ; 
and all the fortresses of Campania were ruined with patrician(3) blood. 
After a period of thii'teen centuries, the institution or Romulus expired ; 
and if the nobles of Rome still assumed the title of senators, few subse- 
quent traces can be discovered of a public council, or constitutional 
order. Ascend six hundred years, and contemplate the kings of the 
earth soliciting an audience, as the slaves or freedmen' of the Roman 
senat6.(4) 

The Gothic war was yet alive. The bravest of the nation retired 
beyond the Po ; and Teias was unanimously chosen to succeed and re- 
venge their departed hero. The new king immediately sent ambas- 
bcidors to implore, or rather to purchase, the aid of the fVanks, and 
nobly lavished, for the public safety, the riches which had been deposited 
in tiie palace of Pavia. The residue of the royal treasure was guarded 
l)y his brother Aligem at Cumm in Campania ; but the strong onstle 
wliich Totila had mrtified, was closely besieged by the arms of Narses. 
From the Alps to the foot of mount Vesuvius, the Gothic king, by rapid 
and secret marclies, advanced to the relief of his brotber, eludled the 
vigilance of the Roman chiefs, and pitched his campon thd bapks of the 
Saruu^ or Draco, (A) M'hich flows from Nuceria into the bay of Naples. 
The river separated the two armies : sixty dayiif were consumed in dis- 
tant and fruitless combats, and Teias mfuntained tbis important post, 
till he was deserted by his fleet and the hope of subsistence* With 

(1) Evagrius, lih. iv. c. 24. The inspiration of the Virgin reveeled to fifaws the da), and 
the word, of teiule (i>aul Diacon. lib. ii. c. 5. p. 776 ). 

(2) hirt rovTov 0a(rt\€vo»TOf to Te/Airroif ia^w* In the year 636 by Beliiarius, 111 646 by 
Totila, 111 .547 by DeUsHrlua, in 549 by Totila, and In 552 by Narses. Afaltietua bad inadver- 
tently traiisiuted textum, a mistake which be afterward retracu : but the mtsebtef was done ,* 
and Cousin, with a train of French and Latin readers, have fallen into tb« snare* 

(3) Compare two passages of Procopius /'lib. iii. c. 26. lib. tv c. 24.) wbicb. wUb some 
( ollatenti hints from MarcelUiiiis and Joiiia.ides, illiiscrate tbe state of the eaptring senate. 

(1) See, lit the example of Prnsias, as it is delivered tii the fragments of Polyblds (bx 
cerpt. Leg.it. xcvii. p. 927, 928.) a curious picture of a royal slave. 

(5) The Ar««K«>v of Procopius (CJoib. lib iv. c 35.) is evidently the Sarnus. The text in 
accused or altered bv the rash violence of cisiverltis (lib. iv c. 3 p. 1156.) : but Cainllki 
Pellegrini of Naples (DUcorsl sopra ia ninii»rtni.i Felice, p. 330, 331 ) taasprovM flym old 
records, that as Ciirl) as the year 822 ibnt river was called the Dracontio, or Draconcelio 
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reiuctaut steps he ascended the Luctxxrian mounts where the nhysiciiuia 
of Rome^ since the time of Galen^ had sent their patients for tne benefit 
of the air and the miik»(l) But the Goths soon embraced a more ge- 
nerous resolution ; to descend the hill, to dismiss their horses, ana to 
die in arms, and in the possession of freedom. The king marched at 
their head, bearing in his right hand a lance, and an ample buckler in 
liis left ; with the one he struck dead the foremost of the assailants ; 
with the other he received the weapons which every hand was ambitious 
to aim agaiii’st his life. After a combat of many hours, his left arm was 
fatigued by the weight of twelve javelins wliich hung from his shield. 
^V'ithout moving from his ground, or suspending his blows, the hero 
called aloud on his attendants for a fresh buckler, but in the moment, 
while his side was uncovered, it was pierced bv a mortal dart. He fell : 
and his head, exalted on a spear, proclaimed to the nations, that the 
Gothic kingdom was no more. But the example of his death served only 
to animate the companions who had sworn to perish with their leader. 
They fought till darkness descended on the eai-th. They reposed on 
their arms. The combat was renewed with the return of light, and 
maintained with uiiab:aed vigour till the evening of the second day. 
The repose of a second night, the want of water, and the Joss of their 
bravest champions, determined the surviving Goths to accept the fair 
capitulation which the prudence of Nai-ses was incliiied to propose. 
They embraced the alternative of residing in ItaW as the subjects and 
soldiers of Justinian, or departing with a portion of their nrivate wealth, 
in search of some independent country.(2) Yet the oath of fidelity or 
exile was alike rejected by one thousand Goths, who broke aw ay before 
the treaty w as signed, and boldly effected their retreat to the walls of 
Pavia. The spirit, as well as the situation, of Aligern, prompted him 
to imitate rather than to bewail his brother ; a strong and aexterous 
archer, he transpierced with a single arrow the armour and breast of 
his antagonist; and his military conduct defended Ciimio(3) above a 
year against the forces of the Romans. Their industry had scooped the 
Sibyl's cave(4') into a prodigious mine ; combustible materials were in- 
troduced to consume the temporary props ; the wall and the gate of 
Cumte sunk into the cavern, but the ruins formed a deep and inaccessi- 
ble precipice. On the fragment, of a ruck, Aligern stood alone and 
unshaken, till he calmly surveyed the hopeless condition of his country, 
and judged it more honourable to be the friend of Narses than the slave 
of the Pi'anks. After the death of Teias, the Roman general separated 
his troops to reduce the cities of Italy ; Lucca sustained a long and 
vigorous sirege : and such wms the humanity or the prudence of Narses, 
that the repeated perfidy of the inhabitants could not provoke him to 
exact the forfeit lives of their hostages. These hostages were dismissed 
in safety ; and their grateful zeal at length subdued the obstinacy of 
their coujitrymen.(5) 

(1) Gnfetk (de MeUiocI. iib. v apiitl Ctuver lib iv. c. 5 p. 1139, il(>0) describes 

the Infty site, pure siir, utid ricb milk of iitoiiiit Lacuiliiii, U'Ijosc iiiediriuai beiiedts ireif> 
eqimlly known And sought in ilie time of SymniHchiiii (tib. li epist, 18.)» and cnssiudorus 
Var. XI 10.). Nothing is now left etcept the name of the town o( Letter e 

(2) BnAt (tom. xi. p. 9, <&c.) conveys to bis favonntc BavarU tins leiiiiiant oi f«oth», who 
by otliers are buried in the inountuiiis of Uri, or restored to theii tiuti\e isJe ot (fothland 
(Mrscoii, Annot. 31.). 

(3) 1 leave bcaligei (Aiiiiuadvers in biiseb. p. 59 ) and SalinaHliis (bxercitat IMiniaii p. 
51, 39.) to quarrel about the origin ot Ciimve, the oldest of the Gteeh colonies in Italy (birab. 
lib. V. p, 273. Tdlfeiiis Paterculus, lib 1. c. i ), already vacant in Jiivetiafs time (Sadr. 3 ), 
and now in ridils. 

(4) Agaiblss (lib, I. c 21,) settles die Sibyl's cave under tlie walls of Cniiia: , he agrees 
witli iscrvius (ad ilb. d. ^neid ) , nor can I perceive why their opinion should be rejected by 
Ht-yne, the excellent editor ot Vligtl (tom. il. p. (ISd, 651 ). In iirtie tnediA secreta irligio ' 
But Cunuo was not yet built ; and the lines (lib. vi. 96, 97 ) would become ridiculous, if .Kneas 
ueie actiinify lu u Greek city. 

(.“i) There is some diflitiiity In coimectiint the thirty.fifth chapter of the fourth book of the 
Gothic v\ji ot Procopius with the dm book of the iiistoiy of AgAtlilas. We must now reliii- 
qiiish rt siHiesinau and soldier, to aumd the tooistvps of a poet and ihetoriciAit (lib i, IK 
lib, II p 51, edit Louvre ). 
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Before Lucca had surrended, Italy was overwhelmed by a new deluge 
of Barbarians. A feeble youdi^ the grandson of Clovis, reigned over 
the Austrasians or oriental Franks. The guardians of Theodebald 
entertained with coldness and reluctance the magnificent promises of 
the Gothic ambassadors. But the spirit of a martial people outstripped 
the timid counsels of the court : two brothers, Lothaire and Buccelin,(l) 
the dukes of the Alemanni, stood forth as the leaders of the Italian war ; 
and seventy>five thousand Germans descended in the autumn iiom the 
Hhsetian Alps into the plain of Milan. The vanguard of the Roman 
army was stationed near the Po, under the conduct of Fulcai’is, a bold 
Ilerulian, who rashly conceived, that personal bravery was the sole duty 
and merit of a commander. As he m;irched without order or precaution 
along the Ai)mtlian way, an ambuscade of Franks suddenly arose from 
the amphitheatre of Parma : his troops were surprised and routed ; but 
their leader refused to fly, declaring to the last moment that death was 
less terrible than the an^y countenance of Narses. The death of Ful- 
caris, and the retreat of the surviving chiefs, decided the fluctuating 
and rebellious temper of the Goths ; they flew to the standard of their 
deliverers, and admitted them into the cities which still resisted the 
arms of the Roman general. The conqueror of Italy opened a free 
passage to the irresistible torrent of Barbarians. They passed under 
the walls of Cesena, and answered by threats and reproaches the advice 
of Aligern, that the Gothic treasures could no longer repay the labour 
of an invasion. Two thousand Franks were destroyed by the skill and 
valour of Narses himself, who sallied from Rimini at the head of three 
hundred horse, to chastise the licentious rapine of their march. On the 
confines of Samnium, the two brothers divided their forces. With the 
right wing, Buccelin assumed tlie spoil of Camp^uiia, Lucania, and Brut- 
tium : with the left, Lothaire accepted the plunder of Apulia and Cala- 
bria. They followed the coast of the Mediterranean and the Hadriatic, 
as far as lihegium and Otranto, and the extreme lands of Italy were the 
term of their destructive progress. The Franks, who were Christians 
and Catholics, contented themselves with pillage and occasional murder. 
But the churches, which their piety had spared, were stripped by the 
sacrilegious hands of the Alemanni, who sacrificed horses* hei^s to their 
native deities of the woods and rivers ;(;2) they melted or profaned the 
consecrated vessels, and the ruins of shrines and altars were stained with 
the blood of the faithful Buccelin was actuated by ambition, and Lo- 
thaire by averice. The former aspired to restore the Gothic kingdom ; 
the latter, after a promise to hig orother of speedy succours, returned 
by the same road to deposit his treasure beyona the Alps. The strength 
of their armies was already wasted by the change of climate and conta- 
gion of disease : the Germans revelled in the vintage of Italy ; and 
their own intemperance avenged, in some degree, the miseries of a de- 
fenceless people. 

At the entrance of the spring, the imperial troops, who had guarded 
the cities, assembled to the number of eighteen thousand men, in the 
neighbourhood of Rome. Their winter hours had not been consumed 
in idleness. By the command, and after the example, of Narses, they 
repeated each day their military exercise on foot and on horseback, 
accustomed their ear to ob^ the sound of the trumpet, and practised 
the steps and evolutions ot the Pyrrhic dance. From the straits of 
Sicily, Buccelin, with thirty thousand Franks and Alemanni, slowly 
moved towards Capua, occupied with a wooden tower the bridge of Ca- 

(1) Among the fabulous exploits of Bucceiiii, be discomfited end stew fletisaklus, subdued 
Italy and SictlVf bee, In the Historian* of France, Gregory of Tours ftoiii. U lib. lii. c. 32, 
u and Almoin ftom. lii. lib. S de Gestis Francorum, c. xxiil. p 50.}. 

{2) Asatfaias notices their superstltiou in a philosophic tone (lib. i. p. 18.) At Ziig. m Swit 
lerUiid. idolatry still prevailed in the year 613 , St. colitiiiban and St. Gail were the apostles 
of that rude country; and the latter founded a hermitage, which has swelled into an eccle. 
•lastical principality and a populous city, the seat of freedom and commerca. 
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sUinum, covered bis right by the stream of the Vultumus^ and secured 
the rest of bis encamument, by a rampart of sharp stakes^ and a circle 
of waggons, whose wheels were buried in the earth. He impatiently 
expect^ the return of Lothalre ; ignorant, alas ! that his brother could 
never return, and that the chief and his army had been swept away by 
a strange di8ease(l) on the banks of the lake Benacus, between Trent 
and Verona. The iKumers of Narses soon approached the Vulturnus, 
and the eyes of Italy were anxiously fixed on the event of this final 
contest. Perhaps the talents of the Homan general were most conrai- 
CUOU8 in the calm operations which precede the tumult of a battle. His 
skilful movements intercepted the subsistence of the Barbarian, de- 
prived him of the advantage of the bridge and river, and, in the choice 
of the fpround and moment of action, reduced him to comply with the 
inclination of his enemy. On the morning of the important day, when 
the ranks were already formed, a servant, for some trivial fault, was 
killed by his master, one of the leaders of the Heruli. The justice or 
passion of Narses was awakened : he summoned the offender to his pre- 
sence, and, without listening to his excuses, gave the signal to the mi- 
nister of death. If the uruel master had not infringed the laws of his 
nation, this arbitrary execution was not less unjust, than it ^pears to 
have been imprudent. The Heruli felt the indignity ; they h^ed : but 
the Roman ^neral, without soothing their rage, or expecting their 
resolution, cmled aloud, as the trumpets sounded, that unless they has- 
tened to occupy their place, they would lose the honour of the victory* 
His troops were disposed in a long front, the cavalry on the wings ; in 
the centre, the heavy-armed foot ; the archers and riingers in the rear. 
The Germans advanced in a sharp pointed column, of the form of a 
triangle or solid wedge. They pierced the feeble centre of Narses, who 
received them with a smile into the fatal snare, and directed his wings 
of cavalry insensibly to wheel on their fianks and encompass the rear. 
The hosts of the Franks and Alemanni consisted of infantry : a sword 
and buckler hung by their side, and they used, as their weapons of 
ofTenee, a weighty hatchet, and hooked javelin, which were only formi- 
dable in close combat, or at a ^ort distance.(2) The flower of the Roman 
orders, on horseback, and in complete armour, skirmished without peril 
round this immoveable phalanx ; supplied by active speed the deficiency 
of number ; and aimed their arrows against a crowd of Barbarians, who 
instead of a cuirass and helmet, were covered by a loose garment of fur 
or linen. They j^used, they trembled, their ruiks were confounded, 
«uid in the decisive monjfent the Hendi, preferring to revenge, 
charged with rapid violence the head of the column. Their leader, 
Sindbal, and Aligern, the Gothic prince, deserved the prize of superior 
valour ; and their example incited the victorious troops to achieve witii 
swords and spears the destruction of the enemy. Huccelin, and the 
greatest part of his army, perished on the field of battle, in the waters 
of VulturnuB, or by the hands of the dnraged peasants ; but it may seem 
incredible that a victory,(3) which no more than five of the Alemanni 
survived, could he purchased with the loss of fourscore Romans. Seven 
thousand Gotlm, the relics of the war, defended the fortress of Campsa 
till the ensuing s])ring ; and every messenger of Narses announced the 
reduction of the Italian cities, whose names were corrupted by the 

Cl) Se« ihe death of lothaire ’in Amtliiaa (lib. fi. p. J8.) and Pant WarnefHd, auraamed 
Diaconiia (lib. fi* 77A.). 1 he Oreek makei him mve «tnd tear his ilesli. He had pliin* 
dered churches. 

(2) Pere Daulel (Hist, de la Miticc Fraii$oise, tom. 1. p. 17—21 } has exhibited a fanciful 
renreseiaatloi) of this battic, somewhat in the jnaiiner of ihe clievatler Folard, (be once- 
fAinoHs editor of Piolybliii, who fashioned to his own hahUs and opinions all the milhary 
operations of antiquity* 

(3) Afatlilas (lib. li. p. 47 ) bus produced a Greek epigram of six Hues on ibis victory of 
Naises, whieh is f^Avourably compared to the hattlea of Marathon and Plabna. The chief dlf. 
felence is Indeed in their coiiseqiieuces— so trivial in the former lustabce -so permanent and 
gloiloiis In the latter. 
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imrance or vftmtv of the Oreeks.(l) After the battle of Oanlinum^ 
mrsea entered rae capital ; the arms and treasareg of the Gothoj 
tlie Franks^ aoid Alemannl, were displayed ; his soldiera, with garlands 
in their hands^ chaunted iiie praises ot the conqueror ; and Rme^ for 
the last time, beheld the semblwce of a triumph* 

After a reign of sixty years, the throne of the Gothic kinga was filled 
by the exarchs of Ravenna, the representatives in peace and war of the 
emperor of the Romans. Their Jurisdiction was soon reduced to the 
limits of a narrow province; but Narses himself, the first and most 
powerful of the exarchs, administered about fifteen years the entire 
kingdom of Italy. Like Belisarius, he had deserved the honours of 
envy, calumny, and disgrace : but the favourite eunuch stiH enjoyed the 
confidence of Justinian, or the leader of a victorious army awed and 
repressed the ingratitude of a timid court. Yet it was not by weak and 
mischievous indulgence that Narses secured the attachment of his troops. 
Forgetful of the past, and regardless of the future, they abused the pre- 
sent hour of prosperity and peace. The cities of Italy resounded with 
the noise of drinking and dancing : the spoils of victory were wasted in 
sensual pleasures ; and nothing (says Agathias) remained, unless to ex- 
change their shields and helmets for the soft lute and the capacious 
hogsheads.(9) In a manly oration, not unworthy of s Roman censor, 
the eunuch reproved these disorderly vices, which sullied their fame, 
and endangered their safety. The soldiers blushed and obeyed : di^i- 
pline was confirmed, the fortifications were restored i a duk 0 wes sta- 
tioned for the defence and military command of each of the principal 
cities ;(3) cand the eye of Narses pervaded the ample prospect mm (Ja- 
labria to the Alps. The remains of the Gothic nation evacuated the 
country, or mingled with the people : the Franks, instead of revenging 
the death of Buccelin, abandoned, without a struggle, their Italian con- 
quests : and the rebellious Sindbal, chief of the Heruli, was subdued, 
taken, and hung on a lofty gallows by the indexible justice of the ex- 
arch.(4«) The civil state of Italy, after the agitation of a long tempest, 
was fixed by a pragmatic faction, which the emperor promulgated at the 
request of the pope. Justinian introduced his own jurisprudence into 
the schools and tribunals of the west : he ratified the acts of Theodfiric 
and his immeduite successors, but every deed was rescinded and abolished, 
which force had extorted, or fear had subscribed, under the usurpation 
of Totila. A moderate theory was framed to reconcile the rights of pro- 
})erty with the safety of prescription, thcL chpius of the state with the 
poverty of the people, and the pardon of ofiknees with the interest of 
virtue and order or society. Under the exarchs of Ravenna, Rome was 
degiwled to the second rank Yet the senators were gratified by the 
permission of visiting their estates in Italy, and of approaching without 
obstacle the throne of ConsUntinople ; the regulation of we^hts and 
measures was delegated to the pope and senate ; and the salaries of law- 
yers and physicians, of orators and grammarians, were destined to pre- 
serve or reKindle the light of science in the ancient capital. Justi- 
nian might dictate benevolent edict8,(5) and Narses mi^t second bis 

(IJ Tb« Beroi and Brincas of Theophanes, or ha tranecriber (p. 9Q1.} muat be read or un- 
derstood Verona and Brixta. 

(2) FAiireTo 'fap otfiat, avnoit vito afi9\r0ptmf top eMwtHm rvxop tb mptatti 
o'vou KM fiap^Tov owo6oir0at (Agnthlaa, lib. li. p. 48.). In tbe Aral iceiie of Richard Ilf oar 
English poet has beantifoity mhirged on this idea, ibr which, however, he was not indebted 
to tlie By/aiiiine historian. 

(.3) Mallei has proved (Verona lllustrata, p, 1. lib. x. p. 257-^289 ), Rflainst the common 
opinion, that the dohea of Italy were Instituted hefore the caitqnest of the Lomfiarda by Naraea 
himself, in the l*rai|niatic Sanction <iiu 23 ) Justinian restraint tjie JikUc^ fiiitltaref. 

( 1 ) See Panins Diaconiis, lib. iil.c.2. p. 776. Meimiider <ijii Exr'Crpt. tegat. p. 188.) men- 
tions some risings in Italy by the Fmaks, and rheophanea (p. 201.} hints m some Gothic 

'^rs^’ThV Pragmatic Sanction ot Justinian, which restores and regulates the civil state of Italy, 
coiisiaU of twenty-seven articles i it Is dated AiiRiist 15, A. D 564 ; addrmsed to Narses, V. 
i, Prmpositita Sacrl Cubicnii, and to Antiochns, Prftfertus Prwtorio UaUte; and baa been 
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wishes by the restoration of cities^ and more especially of churches. But 
the TOwer of kings is most effectual to destroy : and the twenty years of 
the wthic war had consummated the distress and depopulation of Italy. 
As early as the fourth campai^^ under the discipline of Belisarius him- 
self^ fifty thousand labourers died of hunger( 1) in the narrow region of 
Pieenum ;(2) and a strict interpretation of tne evidence of Procopius 
would swell the loss of Italy above the total sum of her present inha- 
bitants. (3) 

I desire to believe^ but I dare not affirm^ that Belisarius sincerely re- 
joiced in the triumph of Narses. Yet the consciousness of his own ex- 
ploits might teach him to esteem without jealousy the merit of a rival ; 
and the repose of the aged warrior was crowned by a last victory which 
saved the emperor and the capital. The Barbarians who annually vi- 
sited the proidnces of Europe were less discouraged by some accidental 
dofeatSj than they were excited by the double hope of spoil and of sub- 
sidy. In the thirty-second winter of Justinian's re^n, the Danube was 
deeply frozen: Zabergan led the cavalry of the Bulgarians^ and his 
standard was followed by a promiscuous multitude of Slavonians. The 
savage chief passed^ without opposition^ the river and the mountains^ 
spread his troops over Macedonia and ThiacOj and advanced with no 
more than seven thousand horse to the long walls which should have de- 
fended the territory of Constantinople* But the works of man are im- 
potent against the assaults of nature : a recent earthquake had shaken 
the foundations of the wall ; and the forces of the empire were employed 
on the distant frontiers of Italy, Africa, and Persia. The seven schools, {\) 
or companies of guards or domestic troops, had been augmented to the 
number of five thousand five hundred men, whose ordinary station was 
in the peaceful cities of Asia. But the places of the brave Armenuins were 
insensibly supplied by la^ citizens, who purchased an exception from 
the duties of civil life, Muthout being exposed to the danger of military 
service. Of such soldiers, few could be tempted to sally from the gates ; 
and none could be persuaded to remain in the field, unless they wanted 
strength and speed to escape from the Bulgarians. The report of the 
fu^ives exaggerated the numbers and fierceness of an enemy, who had 
polluted holy virgins, and abandoned new-born infants to the dogs and 
vultures ; a crowd of rustics, imploring food and protection, increased 
the consternation of the city, and the tents of Zabergan were pitched at 
the distance of twenty miles,(5) on the banks of a small river, which 
encircles Melanthias, and afterwards falls into the Propontis. ^6) Jus- 
tinian trembled : and those who had only seen the emperor in his old 
age, were pleased to suppose, that he had lost the idacrity and vigour of 

preterved by JulUn An^ece^^or, and in the Corpus Juris Clvtlis, after the novels and edicts 
of Jusliuiaii, Justiu, and Ubcriiis. 

(1) A still greater mmibcr was consumed by famine t|i tbe soatberti provD.ces, without 

(cKToc) tbe Ionian Acorns were used in the place of bread. Procopius bad seen a de^ 

serted oiphan euckled by a sb&goat. Seventeen passengers were lodged, murderrd, and eaten 
by two women, wbo were detected and slain b} the eighteenth, dec. 

(2) Quinta regio Piceni est; quondam uberriniaB muliitudinis, ccclx tnlJIia Ploentiuni in 
fldem P* R veneie (iMiii. Hist. Natur. hi. 18.). In the time of Vespasian, this ancient popu. 
latlon was already dimiiiielied. 

(3) Perhaps flfteeti or sixteen mlllione. Procopins (Anecdot c. 18 ) computes that Africa 
lost flve millions, llia^ Italy was thrice as extensive, and that the depopniatloii was In a larger 
proportion* But hiA rechoiiing Is liiilained by passion, and clouded with unceitalnty. 

(4) III tbe decays these mlhtary schools, the satire of Procopius (Auecdut. c. xiv. Aleman, 
p. 10S, 103.) Is cotidniied and illnsthited by Agathias (lib. v. p. 159.^ wbo cannot be rejected 
as ail hostile witness. 

(5) I he distance from ronsuntlaople to Melanthias, Villa Caesarlana (Ammlaii. Marcelliti. 
30. 11.), Is variously fixed at one hundred and two, or one hundred and furtv stadia fSuidas, 
tom. II. p392, 533. Agathias. tlb. v. p, 158.), or eighteen or nineteen miles (Rinerar la, p 138. 
:23U. 333. 33S. and Wesseling’s Observations.). 1 he first twelve miles, as fai as Kheginm, were 
paved by Justinian, wlio built a bridge over a iiiorass or gullet between a lake and the se.| 
(Procop. d« Rdif. lib. Iv. c. fk). 

(6) Ihe Atynis(l^>iiip<m Mela, lib II. c. 3. p 160 edit. Voss.). At Ibe river's month, a 
town or custle of the same name was furtiAed by Jiisiiuiau (Procop. de Edlf. lib. iv. c. 2. 
Itiuear p 570. and \\ esseling.). 
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hiii youtii. By hk commtaa^, the vessels of gold and silver were re* 
moved from the churches in the neighbourhood^ and even the suburbs 
of Constantinople : the ramparts were lined with trembling spectators ; 
the golden gate was crowded with useless generals and tribunes^ and 
the senate shared the fat^es and the apprehensions of the populace. 

But the eyes of the prince and people were directed to a feeble ve- 
teran> who was compelled by the pubhc danger to resume the armour in 
which he had entered Carth^e and defended Rome. The horses of the 
royal stables, of private citizens, and even of the circus, were hastily 
collected ; the emulation of the old and young was roused by the name 
of Belisarius, and his first encampment was in the presence of a victori* 
ous enemy. His prudence, and the labour of the friendly peasants, se« 
cured, with a ditch and rampart, the repose of the night: Innumeraible 
hres, and clouds of dust, were artfully contrived to magnify the opinion 
of his strength : his soldiers suddenly passed from desponden^ to pre- 
sumption ; and while ten thousand voices demanded the battle, Belisarius 
dissembled his knowledge, that in the hour of trial he must depend on 
the firmness of three hundred veterans. The next morning the Bulga- 
rian cavalry advsinced to the charge. But they heard the shouts of mul- 
titudes, they beheld the arms and discipline of the front ; they were 
assaulted on the Hanks by two ambuscades which rose from the woods ; 
their foremost warriors fell by the band of the aged hero and his guards ; 
and the swiftness of their evolutions was rendered useless by tha close 
attack and rapid pursuit of the Romans. In this action (so speedy was 
their ftight) the Bulgarians lost only four hundred horse ; but Constan- 
tinople was saved ; and Zabergan, who felt the hand of a master, with- 
drew to a respectful distance. But his friends were numerous in the 
councils of the emperor, and Belisarius obeved with reluctance, the com- 
mands of envy and Justinian, which forbade him to achieve the deliver- 
ance of his country. On his return to the city, the people, still con- 
scious of their danger, accompanied his triumph with acdamations 
of joy and ^atitude, which were imputed as a crime to the victorious 
general. But when he entered the palace, the courtiers were silent, 
and the eixmeror, after a cold and thankless embrace, dismissed him to 
mingle with the train of slaves. Yet so deep was the impression of nis 
glory on the minds of men, that Justinian, in the seventy-seventh year 
of his age, was encouraged to advance near forty miles from the capital, 
and to inspect in person the restoration of the long wall. The Bulga- 
rians wasted the summer in the plains of Xhrace: but they were inclined 
to peace by the failure of their rasli atteihptst)n%rreece and the Cherso- 
nesus A menace of killing their prisoners quickened the payment of 
heavy ransoms ; and the departure of Zabergan was hastened by the re- 
port, that double-prow ed vessels were built on the Danube to intercept 
his passage. The danger was soon forgotten ; and a vain question, whe« 
ther their sovereign had shewn more wisdom or weakness, amus^ the 
idleness of ^e city.(l) 

About two years after the last victory of Bdisarius, the emperor re- 
turned from a Thracian journey of health, or business, or devotion. Jus- 
tinian was afflicted by a pain m his head ; and his private entrv coun- 
tenanced the rumour of his death. Before the third hour of tne day, 
the bakers' shops were plundered of their bread, the houses were shut 
up, and every citizen, with hope or terror, prepared for the* impending 
tumult. The senators themselves, fearful and suspicious, were convened 
at the ninth hour ; and the prefect received their commands to visit 
every quarter of the city, and proclaim a general illumlnation’^for the 
recovery of the emperor's health. The fiarm^nt subrided ; but every ac« 

0) The SalgKriftn vrar, and the lait victory cf RHlMrins, ere imperfectly represented In the 
prolix declainatiim of A«dhias (lib. v. p. 151-17^ > «ad the dry chronlcte of Theoplianfla 
(p. 19, 19S.). 



TH£ DfiCLINS AND PALL 

^deut beiarttyed the impotenofe of Oie gevornthent aad the factious tem- 
per of the people : the guards were disposed to mutiny as often as their 
qiiaxterB were changed or their pay was withh^d ; the freauent calami- 
ties of hres and earthquakes afforded the qmortunities of Reorder ; the 
disputes of the blues and greens, uf the orthodox and heretics, degene- 
rated into bloodr battles ; hnd in the presence of the Persian ambassa- 
dor, Justinian blushed for himself and for his subjects. Capricious par- 
don and arbitrary punishment imbittered tiio infsomeness and discon- 
tent of a long regn ; a conspiracy was formed in the palace ; un- 
less we are deceived by the names of Marcellus and Sergius, the most 
virtuons and the most profligate of the courtiers were associated in the 
same designs. They h^ fixed the time of the execution ; their rank 
gave them access to the royal banquet; and their black slaves f 1) were 
stationed in the vestibule and porticos, to announce the death ot the ty- 
rant, and to excite a sedition in the capital. But the indiscretion of an 
nccomplice saved the poor remnant of the days of Justinian. The con- 
spirators were detects and seized, with dtiggers hidden undei: their 
garments : MaroeUfus died by his own hand, and Sergius was dragged 
from the Banctuary.(9) Pressed by remorse, or tempted by the hopes of 
safety, he accused two officers of the household of Belisarius ; and tor- 
ture forced them to declare that they had acted according to the secret 
instructions of their patron.(3) Posterity will not hastily believe that a 
hero, who, in the vigour of Bfe, had disdained the fairest offers of ambi< 
iton and revenge, mould etoop to the murder of his prince, wliom he 
could not long expect to survive. His follov ers were impatient to fly ; 
but ffight must have been 8up|)orted by rebellion, and he had lived 
enough for nature and for glory/ Belisarius appear^ before the council 
with less fear than indication : after forty years' service, the emperor 
had prejudged his guitt; and injustice wtis sanctified by the presence 
and authontv of the |)atriarclh. The life of Belisarius was graciously 
spared ; but nis fortunes were sequestered, and from December to July 
he was guarded as a prisoner in his own palace. At length his inno- 
cence was acknowledged ; his freedom and honours were restored ; and 
death, whidi might be hastened by resentment and grief, removed him 
from the world about eight months after his deliverance. The name of 
Belisarius can ne\'er die : but instead of the funeral, the monuments, 
tile statues, so justly due to his memory, 1 only read, that his treasures, 
the spoils of the Goths and Vandals, were immediately confiscated by 
the emperor. Some Recent portion was reserved, however, for the 
use of ms widow ; and as Antonina "had much to repent, she de- 
voted the last remains of her life and fortune to the foundation of 
a convent. Such is the simple and genuine' narrative of the fall of 
BeHsarius and tiie ingratitude of Justmian.(4) That he was deprived 
of his eyes, and Teduced by envy to beg his bread, Give a penny to 
Belisarius the general !" is a fiction of later times, (5) which has ob- 

(1) tirdow. They could scarcely he real litdlans; and the Ethiopians, somedioesik'iown by 
that 'name, were never used by IheaiicknU as guards cm* followers: Uiey were |be triAitig. 
thottffh costly objects of female and royal fuanry (Tereiit. Cnnuch. art 1. scene S. Sueton. fit 
Aitfust. c. IZMlll. with* good BOteorcasaabon, in CallguU, c. Ivii.). 

The seefiiit <Vandah lib. it c.cSl, S8. Anecdot. e 5.) aiidMarc^las (Gotb lib lit. c. 
as ) are mentioned by Piocoplus See Theopbanes, p. 197 901. 

(S) AleniaiaiHn (p.3.) tinotes an old Hyuntlne MS which Ins been printed liKfae Imperiuni 
OrlmMale of Bandurl 

(4) Ot the dlsfrice aud reatoniiton of Velliarlua. the geiiiilne original record is preserved 
In the fragment of John MaMa (tom. 11. p. SS4— 945 and the exact Chronicle of 'i'beopbanes 
(p. 11^4— m.). Oedrenas (Coinpend p.W«S88.) and Zonaint (tom. li ilh. xlv. p. 69), seem 
40 healtate between the obsolete truth and the growing fUsehood. 

(A) The source of this idle fiibie msy be derived from a miscellaneoua work of the twelftb 
ceirtdry, the Cl/ilhida oT John Tdetces, n monk (BOitl. 1546. ad calcem Lycopfaront, Colon. 
AUobrog. 1614. In Corp. Poet. Giwc )* He relates the blindness and beggary of nellsarms iii 
tgn vulgar or poiitteai verses (Cblllad ili. no. 88. 359.--548. in Corp. Poet. Gnec. loni. ii, 
p. Sil.). 

> Beirw/iart epATwv efioa 

BeXto-apt^ afioKov dore rut vrpaTtjXarn 
Ovtvx*}MVV sdofao’ci, o^orv^Aot 6' o^ovot* 
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tabled oredit, m irMber fcvour, as a straiige exataple -of tbe vicissittide 
of fartane.(l) 

If tbe em^ror oould rejoice in the death of BeiisaHiiiS^ he enjoyed 
the base satis&ction only monthe^ the last period of a reign bf 
thirty»eight, and a life ca eighty-three years It would he diffimt to 
trace Ihe character Of a prince ]irao is not thO most conspicuous object of 
hia own times : but the confessions of an enemy may he received as the 
safest evidenced his virtues* The reseiniblance of Justinian to the bust 
of J^mitian, is^maliciously urged ;(1^) with the acknowledgment^ however^ 
of a well proportioned ii^re> a i*&ddy complexicm^ and a pleii^ing coun- 
tenance. emperor was easy of access^ patient of hearing, courteous 
and affable in discourse, and a master of the angry passions, which rage 
with such destructive violence in the breast of a despot. Procopius 
praises his temper to reproach him with calm and deliberate cruelty ; 
but in the conspiracies Wntcb attacked his authority and person, a more 
candid judge will approve the justice or admire the clemency of Justi- 
nian. He excelled in the private virtues of chastity and temperance : 
but the impartial love of beauty would have been less mischievous, than 
his conjugm tenderness for Theodora, and his abstemious diet was regu- 
lated, notby tbeprudenceof apliikeoplicr, but the superstition of a monk. 
His repasts were short and frugal : on solemn fasts, he cUfftented him- 
self with water and vegetables ; and'such was hia strength as well as fer- 
vour, that he frequently passed two days and as many nights without 
tasting any food. The measure of his sleep was not less rigorous : after 
the repose of a single hour, the body was awakened by the soul, and, to 
the astonishment of his chamberlains, Justinian walked or studied till 
the mondng light. Such restless ap]dication prolonged his time for^the 
acquisition of knowledge, (3) and the dispatch of business ; and he might 
seriously deserve the reproach of confoutiding, by minute and preposter- 
ous diligence, the general order of his^ administration. The einpcrdr 

E rofess^ himself a musician and architect, a poet and philosopher, a 
iwyer and theologian : and if he failed in the enterprise of reconciling 
the Christian sects, the review of the Homan jurisprudence is a noble 
monument of his spirit and industry. In the government of the empire, 
he was less wise or less successful : the age was unfortunate ; the peo- 
ple was oppressed and discontented : The^ora abused her power ; a suc- 
cession of bad ministers disgraced his judgment; and Justinian was 
neither beloved in his life, nor regretted at his dea^. The love of fame 
was d^ply impUmted in his breast, but he condescended to the poor 
ambition of titles, honours, and contesnporary praise ; and while he la- 
boured to fix tbe admiration, he forfeited the esteem and affection of 
the Romans. The design of the African and Italian wars was boldly 
conceived and executed : and his penetration discovered the talents of 
Beiisarius in the camp, of Norses In the palace. But the name of the 
emperor is eclipsed by the names of his victoriousgenerals ; and Beli- 


ThU wonl or ronwnUc txle wu Impofted Inlo ItMr wIili the tangmge And iMimtcrl^ ^ 
Greece ; leprated before ibc end of tbe Afoeeiifb oemery by CrU>it«e, t*oiil»eif«, etid Vdlhter. 
nuus ; ttttat ked by Aldal, for the lnmo<ir ef the lew * aird defended by Btronlta ( D. 4S1. 
no. S, 4c.) for the botiomr of the church. Yet Tietees btniiieif hud rend in irffoT'chroitldtet, 
that Beliaarius did not io«6 hit alght, and timt be recovered bis fome and fortunes. 

(1) Tbe MMuc In tbe viUa Sorghesent Ketne, ttrn slttbig posture, with on open hand, irbich 
is vulgarly given to Behsarhis* may be ascribed with more dignity to Aagitiiiis in the act of 
propitiating Nemests (Wlukieoian, Hist de I’Art. tom. iH p. SSS ). Ex noetorno visu etiam 
sUpcm, qnotaimis. die certn, emendicabat a pupblp, cavatn mamnn aaset perrigenUbitaprsB* 
bens fSueton lu August c, 91. with an exoellHit»noir f aanblien ). 

(2) Tbe rubor of Domiiian is atlgantixed, <|balttUy ennitgli.>4W the 'pen of 'IbeUnt (In Vlt. 
Agricol. e. 45 ) ; and baa beeu likewise noticed ''by<4be'V^i^r pnny(Piuvqi!yr. c. 48.), and 
Siietiuiius (in Doiiiitian. c. IS. and Casaubon ad Jociaii.jF> FPoonpras' (Auecdot e. 8} fool, 
isbly lielieves that only err bnat of Domittan faiid Teached-thff sixth oentnry. 

( 0 ) The studies and science of Jusilalaii are attested by abe confosMon (AnecdoL e. 8. 13.). 
still more than by tbe pmsses (Gothlo. lib. ill. c. 31. de KdMc. Mb. I. Proem, c. 7.) of 
CApitts. CoiMult tbe copious index of Alemaniiits, and lead thelifo of HttstlniaB %y hndewig 
135-142). 
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8 ariu 9 still lives^ to imbraid the envy and ingratitude of his 8overei|m. 
The partial favour ox mankind applauds the genius of a conqueror^ i^o 
leads and directs his subjects in tine exercise of arms. The characters 
of Philip II. and of Justinian are distinguished by the cold ambition 
which delights in war, and declines the dangers of the field. Vet a co- 
lossal statue of bronze represented the emperor on horseback, preparing 
to march against the Persians in the habit and armour of Achilles. In 
the great smiare before the diurch of St. Sophia, this monument was 
rsdsw. on a oraas cdumn and a stone pedestal of seven steps ; and the 
pillar of J'heodosius, which weighed seven thousand four hundred pounds 
of silver, was removed from the same place by the avarice and vanity of 
Justinian. Future princes were more just or indulgent to hu memory ; 
the elder Andronicus, in the beginning of the fourteenth century, re- 
paired and beautified his equestnan statue ; since the fall of the empire. 
It has been melted into cannon by the victorious Turks.(l) 

I shall condude this cliapter with the comets, the earthquakes, and 
the plague, which astonished or afflicted the age of Justinian. 

1. In the fifth year of his reign, and in the month of September, 
a comet(S} was seen luring twenty days in the western quarter of the 
Wvens, and which shot Its rays into the north. Eight years afterward, 
white the sun was in Capricorn, another comet appeared to follow in 
the Sagittaj^ : the size was gradquUy increasing ; the head was in the 
east, the tail in the west, and it remained visible about forty days. The 
nations, who gazed with astonishment, expected wars and cmamities 
from their baleful influence ; and those expectations were abundantly 
fulfilled. The astronomers dissembled their ignorance of the nature of 
these blazing stars, which they affected to represent as the floating 
meteors of the air ; and few among them embraced the simple notion of 
Seneca and the Chaldeans, that th^ are only planets of a longer period 
and more eccentric motion.(S) Tima and science have justifi^ the 
conjectures and predictions of the Roman sage: the telescope has 
opened new worlds to the eyes of astronomers ;(4) and, in the narrow 
space of history and fable, one and the same comet is already found to 
have revisited the earth in sifven equal revolutions of five hundred and 
seventy-five years. Thd first,{p) which ascends beyond the Christian 
era one thousand seven hundr^ and sixty-seven years, is coeval with 
Dgyges, the father of Grecian antiquity. And this appearance explains 
the tradition which Varro has preserved, that under his reign the planet 
Venus changed her colour, size, figure, and course ; a prodigy without 
example either in past Hr succeeding ages. (6) The second visit in the 
year 1193, is darkty implied in the fable of Electra the seventh of the 
JPIeiads, who have been reduced to six since the time of the Trojan war. 
That nymph, the wife of Dardanus, was unable to support the ruin of 
her country ; she abandoned the dances of her sister orbs, fled from tho 
zodiac to the north pole, and obtained, from her dishevelled locks, tiie 

(l) Bte in tli« C. F. Chriaiiana of Oucanfe, (lib. 1. c. M. no. 1.) a cbaiii of original teati- 
inoiiiea, from Frocoi^iua in the aixUl, to eytliaa in tbotUteeiitb century. 

it) Tbe am comet ia inentfaHicd by John Maiata, (tom. il. p ISO. StS.) and Theopbanea ; 
(p. 164.) tbe aecond by Frocnplua. <Feraic. tib. ii € 4 ) Yet I atrongly inaiicct their 
Mcntliy. Tbe paieiieaa of tbe tun (Vandal, lib. ii. c. 14 ) ia anpplled by '1 beopbanea (p. 158 ) 
to a diiTeRnt year. 

(5) Seiwca*a aeventb book of Nataral ilneatloni dlaptaiya, in the theory of oonneta, a philtv 
•opbic mind. Yet alionid «e not ton candidly coufoniid a vague predirilon, a veaiet tempos, 
dec. with the merit of real diaeoveriea. 

(4) AWronometa may stody Mewton and Halley. I draw niy buoiMa science ftom tbe ar* 
tide Comete, In the French BneyclopeUlrby M. d’Alembert. 

(5) WhiatoH, tbe honest, pious, viaionttlt Wblston, bad Aincied, for the era of Noah’a flood 
(two thousand two hundred and mtqwo yealb before Cbrist), a prior apparition of the same 
comet wbicb drowned tbe eaitik'wltii tto tail. 

(6) A diawttation of Frefet (NaaMrea de FAcadbinIc dfilnacriptiona, tom. x p S.'l? -STI-) 
affords a happy nnloii of phltosopby and erudition. The phenomenon in tbe time ot ogygea 
was preserved by varro, (apnd Aii|iiacUi. de Clvltate Oet, Si. 8.) who quotes Castor, Oiun of 
Maplm, and Adraitni of Cyaicna^ uolnies mathentaUci. I be two aubseqiieiu periods are prt. 
aerv^ by the Greek mythologists and the spurious books of Sibylline verses. 
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name of the comet. The third period expires in the year 618, a date 
that exactly agrees with the tremendous comet of the SiMd, and per- 
haps of Pliny, which arose in the west, two generations before the reign 
of Cyrus. The fourth apparition^ forty-four years before the birth of 
Christ, is of all others the moat splendid and important. After the 
death of Oassar, a long-haired star was cons{)icuous to Rome and to the 
nations, during the games which were exhibited by young Octavian, in 
honour of Venus and his uncle. The vulgar opinion, that it conveyed 
to heaven the divine soul of the dictator, was cherished and consecrated 
by the piety of a a statesman : while his secret superstition r^erred the 
comet to the gloiy of his own times.(l) The fifth visit has already been 
ascribed to the fifth year of Justinian, which coincides with the dve 
hundred and thirty-first of the Christian era. And it may deserve 
notice, that in this, as in the preceding instance, the comet was followed, 
though at a longer interval, by a remarkable pdeness of the sun. The 
.sixth return, in the year 1106, is recorded by the chronicles of Europe 
and China ; aud in the first fervour of the Crusades, the Christians and 
the Mahometans might surmise^ with equal reason, that it portended 
the destruction of the infidels. The seventh phenomenon of 1660 was 
presented to the eyes of an enlightened age.(2) The philosophy of 
ilayle dispelled a prejudice which Milton's muse nad so recently a£>rned, 
that tlie comet, from its horrid hair^ shakes pestilence and u;ar.(3) Us 
road in the heavens was observed with exquisite skill by Flamstead and 
Cassini ; and the mathematical science of Bernoulli, Newton, and Hal- 
ley, investigated the laws of its revolutions. At the eiphth period, in the 
year ^55, their calculations may perhaps be verified by tlie astrono- 
mers of some future capital in the Siberian or American wilderness. 

It. The near approach of a comet may injuro or destroy the globe 
which we inhabit ; but the changes on its surface have been hitherto 
produced by the action of volcanos and earthquakes.(4) The nature of 
the soil may indicate the countries most exposed to these formidable 
concussions, since they are caused by subterraneous fires, and sUch fires 
are kindled by the union and fermentation of iron and sulphur. But 
their times and effects apjiear to lie beyond the reach of human curiosity, 
and the philosopher will discreetly atetain from the prediction of earth- 
quakes, till he has counted the urops of water that silently filtrate on 
the inflammable mineral, and measured the caverns which increase by 
resistance the cxpbision of the imprisoned air. Without assigning the 
cause, history will distinguish the periods in which these calamitous 
events have been rare or frequent, and wiU observe that this fever of 
the earth raged with uncommon violence during the reign of Jus- 
tmian.(.')) Each year is marked by the repetition of earthquakes, of 
such duration that Constantinople has been shaken above forty days ; 
of such extent that the shock lias been communicated to the whole sur- 
face of the globe, or at least of the Roman empire. An Impulse or 


(1) Pliny (Hist. N«t. if. S3 ) lias transcribed the original naeniorial of Aiienstus. Mairati, 
in bis most ingenious letters to the P. P.ireiiiiiii, missionary in China, removes the games aud 
Che comet of .September, from the year 44 to the year 43, Iw/ore the Christian era ; but I am 
not totally subdued by the cntlcism of the astronomer. (Opuscules, p« $75^351.) 

(3) This last comet was visible in the mouth of December 1680. liayle, who began bis 
Peiistcssar 1« Cometein January, 1681, (CBuvres, tom. til ) was forced to argue that a i«per> 
nutwal comet tvotiid have cotiAmied the ancients in their idolatry. Bernoulli (see hia JEtoge, 
in Foutenelle, tom. v. p. 99.) was forced to allow that the tali though not the head, was a 
sfgn of the wrath of God. 

(3) Paradise IaisC was published in the year 1667; and the famons lines (lib. li. 708, &c.) 
winch startled the licenser, may allude to the recent comet of 1664, observed by C assiiil at 
Rome, in the presence of queen Christina (Fonteqelle, in bis tShge tom. v. p. 338) Had 
Charles II betraved any symptoms of curiosity or r«rt 
f4) For the cause of earthquakes, see Bulfon, torn. 1 p. 509U-336. Suppiementa PHIst. Na« 
tiirelle tom v p. 38S"390 editiou in 4to.) Valmont m Ikmia'* (Olotk^re d’HUtoire Na- 
turelle’ lYembUmeiu de Terre, Pyrttu') WatiOB : cbtinlctf EWn, tom. I. p. 

rs) i he earthquakes that shook the Romaa world In the reign of Jnstiiiiaii, are described or 
iiientiotied by Procopius, (Goth lib. Iv. c* 85. Anecdot. CT 18 ) Agathias, lib. 11. p. 58— A4. 

h. V. T lS-133.-^^^^ (Chron. tom. ii. p 14(^146. iR, 177, IW. W. ifO. «». 

231. 2.33, 234.) and Theopbanes (p. 151. 183. 191-196 ). 

Voi.. HI. M 
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vibratory motion was felt; enormons M^erc opened, huge aiul 

heavy bodies were discharged into the air, tiie sea alternately advanced 
and retreated beyond its ordinary l)onnds, and a mountain was torn 
from Lii>anus,(t) and cast into the waves, where it protected as a mole, 
the new harbour of Botry8(2) in Phcenicia. The stroke that agitates 
fin anthill, may crush the insect myriads in the dust ; yet truth must 
extort a confession, that man has industriously laboured for his own 
destruction. The institution of great cities, which include a nation 
within the limits of a wall, almost realizes the wish of Caligula, that the 
Homan people had but one neck. Two hundred and fifty thousand 
persons are said to have perished in the earthquake of Antioch, whose 
domestic multitude-* were swelled by tbe conflux of strangers to tlie 
festival of tJie Ascension. I'he loss of llcrytiis(3) was of smaller account 
but of much greater value. That city, on the coast of Phcenicia, wfis 
illustrated by the study of the civil lfiw> which opened the surest rofid 
to wealth and dignity : the schools of Berytus were filled with the rising 
spirits of the age, and many a youth was lost in the earthquake, who 
might liave lived to be the scourge of the guardian of his countiw. In 
the.^e di^a.4ers, the andiitoct becomes the enemy of mankind. The hut 
of a savage, or the tent of an Arab, may bo thrown down Mithout injury 
to the inhabitant ; and the Peruvians had reason to deride the folly of 
their Spanish con<iucrors, wht> with so much cost and labour erected 
their own sepulchres. The rich marbles of a patrician are dashed on 
his own head: a whole people is buried under the ruins of public and 
private edifices, and the conflagration is kmdled and propagated by the 
inimmerablo fires which are necessary for the subsistence and manu- 
factures of a great city. Instead of the mutual sympathy which might 
comfort and assist the distressed, they dreadfully experience the vices 
and passions which are released from the fear of punishment ; the tot- 
tering houses are pillaged by intrepid avarice ; revenge embraces tbo 
moment, and selects the victim : and the earth often swallows the ii^~ 
sassiri, (ir the ravisher, in the consummation of their crimes. Supersti- 
tion involves the present danger with invisible terrors ; and if the image 
of death may sometimes be subservient to the virtue or repentance of 
individuals, an affrighted people is more forcibly moved to expect the 
end of the world, or to deprecate with servile homage the wrath of an 
avenging Deity. 

111. .Ethiopia and £^pt have been stigmatized in every age, as tlio 
original source and seminary of the plague.(4) In a damp, hot, stag- 
nating air, this African fever is generated from the putrefaction of 
animal substances, and especially from the swarms of locusts, not less 
destructive to mankind in their death than in their lives, Tbo fatal 
disease' which depopulated the earth iu the time of Justinian and bis 
successor8,(5) first appeared in the neighbourhood of Pelasium, betwv ii 
the Serbonian bog and the eastern channel of the Nile From thtuicc, 
tracing as it wero a double path, it spread to the east, over S>ria 

(1) An abrupt beight, a perpendicular cape tietuecn Aradus and IioLr>s» named ity ilii> 
Oreekt -rpocroitrov and ewirpoffwiroi' or /iiOoirpovM'vovt by itic scrupaloiis Ciiri'^liaus, 
(Polyb. lib V. p. 411. Pompon. Meia, lib. I. c. IS. p. 87.) cunt Isaac Voss. Observat. .Vtaiiu* 
drel). Jonmey, p. 32, 33. Pocock’s Description, vol. 2. p 99. 

(2) Botrys vas founded (aim. ante Christ. ^7—903 ) by Ithobal, king of Tyre. (Marsbain. 
Canon. Chron. p. 387, 388 ) Its poor reprcsbuiative, the village of Pairouc, is now desiiiiite 
of u harbour. 

(3> The university, splendour, and min of Berytus, are celebrated by Heineccius, (p. 351 
->356 ) as an essential part of the bistery of the Homan law it was overthown lu the twenty' 
ftUh year of Justinian, A. D, 551, JnlySj (rhcopiiHiies, p. 192.) but Agathlas (Itb li. p 51, 
5.^) siispeiids the earthquake ttti he has achieved the Italian war. 

(4) I have read arlth pleasure Mead’s short, but eiesant treatise coiiceruliiff Pestilential Ois- 
ord^’rs, the eij^htli edition, Loudon, 1722. 

(5) The (treat plefne which raged In 542, and the following years, (Pagi. Crltica, tom. ii. 
p. 518.) tniist Iw traced In Procopius, (Pefaic lib ii. c. 22, 23.) Agatbias, (lib. v. p. 153,154.) 
fcvaqrius, (lib. iv. c. 29.) Paid Diacontis, (lib. il c, 4. p. 77<>* 777 ) Gregory of lours, (tom. 
ii Ub. 4. c 5. p. 205.) who styles It JLues iHUvinana. and the Chronirles of Victor ruimii* 
iieuHis, (p. 9 tn Thesaur. Tempoium,) of MarceUinus, (p 51 ) and of Iheophaucs (p. tS3 ) 
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Persia^ and the Indies, and penetrated to the west, along the coast of 
AfHca, nnd over the continent of Europe. In the spring of the second 
year, Constantinople, during three or four months, was visited by the 
pestilence; and Procopius, who observed its wogress and symptoms 
with the eyes of a physician,(l) has emulated the skill and diligence of 
Thucydides in the description of the plague of Athens.(2) The infec- 
tion was sometimes announced by the visions of a distempered fancy, 
and the victim despaire<l as soon as he had heard the menace and felt 
the stroke of an invisible spectre. But the greater number, in their 
beds, in the streets, in their usual occupation, were surprised by a 
slight fever ; so slight, indeed, that neither the pulse nor tne colour of 
the patient gave any signs of the approaching danger. The same, the 
next, or the succeeding day, it was declared by the swelling of the 
glands, particularly thoae of the groin, of the arm-pits, and under the 
ear ; and when those buboes or tumours M'ere opened, they were found 
to contain a coal, or black substance, of the size of a lentil. If they 
came to a just swelling and suppuration, the patient was saved by this 
kind and rifitural discharge of the morbid humour. But if they con- 
tinued hard and dry, a mortification quickly ensued, and the fifth day 
was commonly the term of his life. The fever was often accompanied 
with lethargy or delirium; the bodies of the sick were covered with 
black pustules or carbuncles, the symptoms of immediate death; and in 
the cori'^titutions too feeble to produce an eruption, the vomiting of 
blood was followed by a mortification of the bowels. To pregnant 
women the plague was generally mortal ; yet one infant was drawn 
alive from his dead mother, and three mothers survived the loss of their 
infected foetus. Youth was the most perilous season; and the female 
sex was loss susceptible than the male ; but every rank and profession 
was attacked with indiscriminate rage, and many of those who escaped 
were deprived of the use of their speech, without being secure from a 
return of the disorder.(3j The physicians of Constantinople were zeal- 
ous and skilful . but their art was baffled by the various symptoms and 
pertiiicicious ^ chemenco of the disease : the same remedies were pro- 
ductive of contrary effects, and the event capriciously disappointed their 
prognostics of death or recovery. The order of funerids, and the right 
of sepulchres, were confounded : those who were left without friends or 
servants lay uiibiiricd in the streets, or in their desolate houses; and a 
niiigisstratc was authorised to collect the promiscuous heaps of dead 
bodies, to transport them by land or water, and to inter them in deep 
pits beyond the precincts of the city. Their Own danger, and the pros- 
pe( ts of public distress, awakened some remorse in the minds of the 
most vicious of mankind ; the confidence of health ^aln revived their 
p.issions and habits ; but philosophy must disdain the observation of 
rriM-opius, that tlio lives of such men were guarded bv the peculiar 
fav(Mir of fortune or providence. He forgot, or perhaps ne secretly re- 
collected, that the plague had touched the person of Justinian himself ; 
but the abstemious diet of the emperor may suggest, as in the case of 
SociMtes, a more rational and honourable cause for his recovery.(4) 

(1) nr. Friend (Hist Mediciii. In 0pp. p. 416—430. Loud. 1733 ) is saltsflod that Procopius 
iiiiist have studied physic, f^rom hu knowledge nnd use oi the technical words. Yet many 
words that are now scieiiUflc, were common and popular in the QieeR Idiom. 

(3) see lbuc}dlde8,llb. il c. 47— 54. p. 137—133 edit Unker, and the iioeticai description 
ot tlic same plague by Lucretius (lib. vl 1136—1S84.) I was indebted to Dr. Hunter for an 
elMtH)r.ae commentary on this part of Thucydides, a nnarto of six hundred pages. (Venet. 
1U13, apud Juntas,) which was pronounced In 8t« Mark's library, by Fkbius Paultinus, Utinen* 
SIS, a ph>siciaa and philosopher. 

(3) 1 Jiiic>dide8 (c. 51.) allirins that the Infection eemtd onlf I»e once taken ; but F.vagrius, 
who had family experience ot the plague, observes, that sothe persona, who had escaped the 
first, sunk under the sttoiid attack ; and this repetition It eouftrmed by Fabius Pautfiiias, (p. 
588 ) I observe that ou this head physicians are divided t and the nature and operatiou of 
the disease may not always lie similar. 

(4) It was thus tliat Socrates had been saved by bis temperanee, in the plague of Athens. (AuL 
Geiliua. Noc. Attic. 3. 1 ) Dr. Mead accounts for the peculiar salubrit) of leligioui bouses, 
by the two advantages or seclusion and abstinence (p. 18 19.). 
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During his sickness, the public consternation was expressed in the 
habits of the citlssens ; and their idleness and despondence occasioned a 
general scarcity in the capital of the east. 

Contagion is the inseparable symptom of the plague ; which, by mu- 
tual respiration, is transfused from the infected persons to the lungs and 
stomacli of those who approach them. 'While philosophers believe and 
tremble, it is singular, that the existence of a real danger should have 
been denied by a people most prone to vain and imaginary terrors.(l) 
Yet the fellow-citizens of Procopius were satisfied, by some short and 
partial experience, that the infection could not be gained by the closest 
conversation ;(2) and this persuasion might support the assiduity of 
friends or physicians in the care of tJie sick, wJiom inhuman prudence 
would have condemned to solitude and despair. But the fatal security, 
like the predestination of the Turks, must Ijave aided the progress of 
the contagion ; and those salutary precautions, to which Europe is in- 
debted for her safety, were unknown to the government of J u&tniiaii. 
No restraints were imposed on the free and frequent intercourse of the 
Roman provinces ; from Persia to France, the nations were mingled and 
infected by wars and emigrations : and the pestilential odour, wliich 
lurks for years in a bale of cotton, was imjiorted, by the abuse of trade, 
into the most distant regions. The mode of its propagation is explained 
by the remark of Procopius himself, that it always spread from the sea- 
coast to the inland country ; tho most sequestered islands and moun- 
tains were successively visited ; the places which had escaped the fury 
of its passage, were alone exposed to the ^ont»igion of the ensuing year. 
The winds might diffuse that subtle venom ; but, unless the atmosphere 
be previously disposed for its reception, tho plague would sooji expire in 
the cold or temperate climates of the earth. Such was the universal cor- 
ruption of the air, that the pestilence, which burst forth in the fitteentli 
year of Justinian, was not checked or alleviated by any difference of the 
seasons. In time, its first raaligiiity was abated and disperscjl ; tlie 
disease idternateJy languished and revived ; hut it was not till the end 
of a calamitous period of fifty- two yeai's, that mankind recovered their 
health, or the air resumed its pure and salubrious quality. No facts 
have been preserved to sustmn an account, or even a conjecture, of tlio 
numbers that perished in this extraordinary mortality. I only find, that 
during three months, five, and at length, ten thousand persons died each 
day at Constantinople ; that many cities of the east were left vacant, 
and that in several districts of Italy the harvest and the vintage wither- 
ed on the ground. The triple scourge of war, pestilence, and famine, 
afHicted the subjects of Justinian, and his reign is disgraced by a visible 
decrease of the human species, which has never been repalrc'd in some 
of the fairest countries of the globe.(3} 

(1) Mead pioves iliat the plague is foiitagions, from Thucydides, Lucretius, Ari!>U)Ut>, 
Galeit, aud commoii expeneiicc (p. 10— 2Q.) , and he refutes (Preface p. 2-13 ) the lonti uy 
opinion of the French physfcisna who visited Marseilles in the year 17^0 Yet tlicbu weie the 
recent and etilighteiied bpcctators of a plague whicli, in a few moiitlis, swept AUy ihou 
sand InliMbitaiiia (bur la Peste de Marseille, Pai is 17^^') of a city that, in the prebout hour ot 
prosperity and trade, contains no mure than ninety tliouiguid souls (Netker, sur l«s Fiiiances, 
toni. i. p. 231.). 

(2) Tho strong nsiertlona of Procopius— oi/re yap larpv oure yap iilianji— aic overthrown by 
the subsenuent experience of Kvagrius. 

(5) After some Agnres of rhetonr, the unds of the sea. See, Froc«kp{ne (Anecdot. c. 18.) 
attem^sa more defliiiie account: thntpvpiaeac pppmc liad lieeii exterminated under 

the reiga of the imperial ddnioti. 1 he expression is obscure in grammar and arUhnietic, and 
a litenil luterpreution would produce sevemi (uillioiis of iniliions Aleiiiannus (p. 80 and 
Cousin (turn. 111. p. 17d*)> trauslate this passage two hundred millions but I am ignoraiik 
of tbeir motives. If we diop tfae yavp/odar, the reinainiivg nvpiaSmy pvoiov, a myriad of my- 
riads, would funibli one hundred milUons, a nmiiber not wholly inadmissible. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 


idea of the Roman jurisprudence.-^The laweof the k%nfft.^The twelve 
tables of the decemvirs. — The laws of the people. — The decrees of tlw 
senate. — The edicts of the maffistrates and emperore,-.^ Authority of the 
civilians. — Code, pandects, novels, and institutes, of Justinian, — I. 
Rights of persons, — II. Rights of things.-^III, Private injuries and 
actions. — IV. Crimes and punishments. 

The vain titles of the victories of Justinian aro crumbled into dust : 
but the name of the legislator is inscribed on a fair and everlasting mo- 
nument. Under his reign^ and by his care> the civil jurisprudence 
digested in the immortal works of the Code, the Pandects, and tiic 
Institutes j(1) the public reason of the Romans has been silently or 
studiously transfused into the domestic institutions of Europe, (2) and 
the laws of Justinian still command the respect or obedience of inde- 
pendent nations. Wise or fortunate is the prince who connects his own 
reputation with the honour and interest of a perpetual order of men. 
The defence of their founder is the first cause, which in every age has 
exercised the zeal and industry of the civilians. Tliey piously comme> 
morato his virtues ; dissemble or deny his failings ; and fiercely ^astise 
the guilt or follv of the rebels who presume to sully the majesty of the 
purple. The idolatry of love has provoked, as it usually happens, the 
Tan(M)ur of opposition ; the character of J ustinian has been exposed to 
the blind vehemence of flattery and invective, and the injustice of a 
sect (the Anti^Tiihonians) has refused all praise and merit to the 
I>riiice, his ministers, and his law8.(A) Attached to no party, interested 
only for the truth and candour of liistory, and directed by the most 
temperate and skilful guideSjC't) 1 enter i\ith just diffidence on the sub- 
ject of civil hiw, which lias exliaiisied so many learned lives, and clothed 
the walls of such spacious libraries. In a single, if possible in a short 
ch.ipter, I shall trace the Roman jurisprudence from Romulus to Justi- 
nian,(5) appreciate the labours of that emperor, and pause to contem- 
plate the principles of a science so important to the peace and happiness 
of society. The laws of a nation form the most instructive portion of 
itb history ; and, although I have devoted myself to write the annals of 

(1) Th« civilians of the daikcr atres have cbtab'ibheit »u .tbsiird and Incomprehensible mode 
of quotation^ which is ouppmU’d Uy •naluirity and ciitiunii Jii their refeiences to the Code, 
the Pandects, and the liihliUitcs, they iiienlloii the niiniher not of the book, but only of the 
law, and roiitent tlientseUes with reciting the flrst wotds of the title to which It belongs; and 
of tne&e titles there are more than a thoiisaiidr liidewit; (Vit. JuBtinlaiii, p S68 ) wishes to 
sbiUe 0(1 thts pedaimc yoke, and I have dated to .idupt the simple and rational method of 
iiiinihtnng the book, the title, and the law 

(leimany, huheniia, Hungary, Colaiid, and Scotland, have received them as cominoiiLiw or 
t(ia!?cni, 111 1 raiicu, Italy, &c they pob^e:^8 a direct "i indircit influence, and they were 
le-tpei led in I nqiand, from Srepheii lo bdwaul I mir natioiiai Justinian (Duck, de Usn et Auc* 
toriiaie Juris ( ivilis, lib it < I 8 -1^ Heinecciiis, Hist Juris Clermauici, c. 3, 4. no. 55— 
11!4. and ihe leKal historians ot each coitiiriy 

(3) n»ncis Kottoniau,a le.iriied .ind acute lawjei of the sixteenth century, wished to mor- 
tify Oiijaciiis, and to pleise the Chancellor de rilopitai. His Anti- rribonianiis (winch 1 haia 
never been able to prociiie) was pnbiished in Viciicli in 1C09: aud his Sect was propagated iii 
tjerniany (tltdaccclus, opp. toin. iii syllogc 3. p. 171— 1H3 ). 

(4) At ibe head of Hicm* guides I shall respectfully place the learned and perspicuous Hem- 
eCLtiis, a Gennaii professor, who died nt Halle in the year 1741 (see bis Elogein the Noutellc 
Hibliothcqne German iqii**, torn, it, p. 51— fl4 ) His atiiple woiks have been collected iii eight 
voiiiinei in 4to Geneva, 1743-1748 Ihe treatises which I have separately useil itie, 1. His- 
toria Jims Rofnaui et Gerinaiitct. Lngd, Barav. 3740, in 8vo. S. fllymagnia Aiitiqoitatuni Itoma- 
iiani Junsprudenlfatn illiistrantinin, 2. vols tiiHvo Tmject ad Rbenuin 3 Eirinenta Jiiiis 
CiMils secundum Urdlueiii lii-tiitiitiuniim, GiiAld bat. I?")!, ifi Svo 4 l.lenienta J G. secHii' 
dom Ordiitcrn Pandettaruiii, rrajecl 1772, in 2 vols. 

(5) Dur original text h a tiaguient de Urigiiie Juris (I^iidect lib i tit. 2 ) i>f Pomponins, 
a Komati hwver, who livid niider the Antonines (lleiiiec. tom iil. sylt 3 p. 66—126 ). It 
has been abridged, and probably (mrupteu, bv ITilioutan, and siuie restored by Dytikershock 
(Opp. totn ). p ^—.’504.) 



loe THE DECLINE AND FALL 

of a declining monarchy, 1 shall embrace the occasion to breathe the 
pure and inv^orating air of the renublic* 

The primitive goveniment of liome(l) was composed, with some 
politicaT skill, of an elective king, a council of nobles, and a general 
assembly of the people. War and religion were administered by the 
supreme magistrate ; and he alone propel the laws, which were deWed 
in the senate, and finally ratified or rejected bv a majority of votes in 
the ^irty curiee or parishes of the city. Romulus, Numa, and Servius 
Tullius, are celebrated as the most ancient legislators ; and each of 
them claims his peculiar part in the threefold division of jurispru- 
dence.^^) The laws of marriage, the education of children, and the 
authority of parents, which may seem to draw their origin from nature 
itself, are ascribed to the untutored wisdom of Romulus. The law of 
nations and of reli^ous worship, which Numa introduced, was derived 
from his nocturnal converse with the nymph Egeria. The ctvil law is 
attributed to the experience of Servius : ne b^anced the rights and 
fortunes of the seven classes of citizens ; and guarded, by fifty new regu- 
lations, the observance of contracts and the punii^ment of crimes. The 
state, which he had inclined towards a democracy, was changed by the 
last Tarquin into lawless despotism ; and when the kingly office wiis 
abolished, the patricians engrossed the benefits of freedom. The royal 
laws bec^ime odious or obsolete ; the mysterious deposit was silently 
preserved by the priests and nobles ; and. at the end of sixty years, the 
citizens of Rome still complained that the / were ruled by the arbitrary 
sentence of the magistrates. Yet the positive institutions of the kings 
had blended themselves with the public and private manners of tlie city ; 
some fragments of that venerable juri6pi*udcnce(.S) were compiled by 
the diligence of antiquiirians,(4) and above twenty texts still speak the 
rudeness of the Pelasgic idiom of the Latin9.(5) 

I shall not repeat the well-known story of the decern virs,(0) wlio sul- 
lied by their actions the honour of inscribing on brass, or wood, or ivory, 
the TWELVE TABLES of tlio Roman law8.(7) They were dictated by the 

(1) The constitutional history of the kintts of Rome may be studied iii the flrst i>ook of 
1 ivy. and more copiously in Dioti>suis Halicaniasseiisis (lib. li p. 80— uO 110 -150; lib iv. 
p. 220.). who sometinics iielrays the character of n rhetoiiciriii and a (ireck. 

(2) 'Ihis threefold division of the law was applied to the three Koniati kiiijs by Justus 
Upbiiia (Opp. tom. Iv. p. 279 ), is adopted by Cravina (Oiigiiics Juris Civilis. p. *.'8 edit* Lips. 
1757 ). and is relnclaiitly admitted by Mascou, liis German editt^r. 

(5) The most ancient code or digest was styled Jus PapirUiitim. from the drst compiler. 
P..pirlirs. who flourished somewhat before or after the Kegnugiom (Pandect lib i. lit. •S.) 
The best Judicial critics, even Bynkershoek (tosn 1. p. 28i. 285.), and lleineccius (IJist. 
J, C. 11. lib. I. c. 16, 17, and opp. tom. In. sylloge 4 p. 1— 8>, give credit to this tale of 
I'ouiponins. without siitnclciitly adverting to the v.iluc and raiit> of <ttii h .i inoutiniriit of the 
third century, of the llluerate city I much suspect that the Cains iMptrius. the Poiitifcx 
Maximus, who revived the laws of Numa (Dioiiys. Hal. Ii» lit. p 171.), left only an oral 
tiadltion; and that the Jus l^pinaiititn of Granins Macciis (Pandect, lib I tit. 16. leg il 
was not a commentary, but an original work, compiled in the lime of '<■ .Bsar (Lcusorin de 
1)10 Natali, iib. fii. p 15 fieker de f.atinltate. J. C p 157 ). 

(4) A pompons, Uioiigli feeble, attempt to restore the origiiMl, Is made in the llistoire de 
la Jririspnideiice Itomaine of Tcrasson. p. 22—72 Pans. 1751), in folio, a work >>i more pio 
ini^e than perfotmaiice. 

(5) III the ycai H44, ucveii or eight tables of brass were dug op helween ‘'oitoiia and Guhio 
A part of these, for the test Is Etruscan, represents the priinuive stale of the Pelasgic letters 
and language, which areasciibed by Herodotus to that district of luly (iih. i. c 56-58 ), 
though this ditflcult passage may be explained of a Crcstoiia In Thrace (Notes de Larchci . 
tom. 1. p 256 — 26L ). 'I'lie savage dialect of the Eiigiiblne tables has e\ercised, and ma> still 
elude, the divination of cnticisin; but the root is iiudoiihtediy Latin, of the same age and 
character as the Saliare Carmen, which, m the time of Horace, none could understand 1 he 
Koiiiau Idiooi, by an infusion of Doric and AEollc Greek, was gradually ripened Into the style 
of the twelve tables, of the Duillian column, of Ennius, of leretice, and of Cicero (Griiter, 
liiscript. tom. 1. p. 1^, Sclpion MaiTei, Istoria Diploinallca, p. 241—258. Dibliotheqiie 
Itahnne. tom. 111. p. 30-41. 174—205; torn mv. p.1-52 ). 

(6) Compare Livy (lib. ill c, 51—59) with Dloiiysliis Halirarnassensis (lib. x p. C4t; xi. 
p. o9l ). How conrisc and HuUnJted is tin Itonfku - how prolix and lifeless is the Greek 1 
Vet he hnsadmhably Jndged the masters, and deflned the rules, of historical (omposition 

(7) Irom the lii.stoiiaiis, lleiiiecciiis (Hi<>t J. tl lib i. no. 26 ) iiiaiuiains that the twelve 
tables well of lirass— »reas in the text of Pomponius we lead eboteis , for which .Scaliger has 
substituted ruboreas (lf>iikcrshuek, p 286) Wood, biass, and not v, iiiighl be successively 
cmplo) ed 
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rj^^ul and jeiiluus spirit of fin ariston-arVvuhicli had yielded with reliict- 
ance to the just demands of the people. Rut the substfince of the 
twelve tiibles was adapted to the state of the city ; and the Romans had 
emerged from barbarism, since they were capable of studying and cm-. 
bracing the institutions of their more enlightened neighboiu's. A wise 
Ephesian was driven by envy from his native country ; before he could 
reach the sliores of Latiuni, he had observed the various forms of human 
nenture and civil society ; he imparted his knowledge to the legidators 
of Rome, and a statue was erected in the Forum to the perpetual me- 
mory of IIermodorus.(l) The names and divisions of the copper-money, 
the sole coin of the infant state, were of Dorian origin ;(2) the harvests 
of Campania and Sicily relieved the wants of a people whose agriculture 
wfi.s <>ften interrupted by war and faction ; and since the trade was estii- 
blis}ied,(3) the deputies, who sailed from the Tiber, miglit return from 
the ‘?fime harbours with a more precious cargo of politicfu wisdom. Tho 
C/olonies of Great Greece had transported" and improved the arts of their 
mother-country. Cumfo and Rhegium, Crotona and Tarentum, Agri- 
gentum and Syracuse, were in the rank of the most flourishing cities. 
The disciples of Pythagoras miplied philosophy to the uso of govern- 
ment ; the unwritten laws of (jiiarondtis accepted the aid of poetry and 
music,{4-) and Zaleucus framed the reimblicof the Locrians, which stood 
without alteration above two hundred year8.(5) From a similar motive 
(»f n.itional pride, both Livy and Dionysius are willing to believe, that 
the deputies of Rome visited Athens under the wise and splendid admi- 
nistration of Fericles ; and tho laws of Solon were transmsed into the 
twelve tables. If such an embassy had indeed been received from the 
Barbarians of Hesperia, the Roman name would have been familiar to 
tlie Greeks before the reign of Alexander ;(6) and the faintest evidence 
would have been explored and celebrated by the curiosity of succeeding 
times. Rut the Atlienian monuments are silent ; nor will it seem cre- 
dible that Die patricians should undertake a long and perilous naviga- 
tion to copy the purest model of a democracy. In the comparison of 
Die tables of Solon with those of the decemvirs, some casual resem- 
blance may be found; some rules which nature and reason have revealed 
to every society ; some proofs of a common descent from Egypt or 


(I) Ills cmIc is imMiiioiied l»> Cicero (hisciilan. Quacstfoii, 5.36.) his statue by Pliny 
nita Nat Si 11) Jhv letter, dream, and prophecy, of Heraclitus, arc ahke spurious 
t,l pialol.e Ghcv Divers, p 337 ). 

( J) I hill iitlncate subject ot the Sicilian and itoman money is ably discussed by Dr. fienu 
b y ( Dissert ntioii on the epistles of Plial.tris, p, 127—473.), whose powers in thin controversy 
w» tc ( .lUed forih b> hoitoiir and lesentmeiit. 

(. 1 ) I he Kotiians, or tlieir allies, sailed as far ns the fair promontory of Africa (Polyb. Jib. 
111 . p I;7 edit. Lassauboii, in folio.). Ihcir voyages to Ciima:, &c. aie noticed by Livy and 
Inoiiysms. 

' 1 his circumstance would alone prove the antiquity of Cltarondas, the legislator of Riiegiiini 
and < ataiia, who, by a strange error or Diodorus .Siculus (tom i. lib. 12. p, 485—432.;, is 
celcbiati'd long afterward as the author of the policy ot 'rhuiium. 

(>) /.ileucus, whose cMsteiice has been rashly attacked, had the meiit.md glory of con. 
viitin^ a b.iiitl ot outlaws (the laicitaiis) into the mo t virtuous and orderly of the Greek 
repuhUi s (Sec two Memoires of the Uaroii de St. croiv, sur la I^'gislaiion de la fJiande Gn ce , 
Mem do i’Acadetme, tom. \lii p 276-'-533.). But the laws of /alettciis and CharonduH. 
wIucIj loioosed on Diodorus and .Slobsens, are the spurious composition of a Pytliagorcan 
sophist, whose fiaud has been detected by the endcat sagacity of Henticy fp. S-TS— 377.). 

^6) 1 stizc the opportunity of tracing the progi ess of this national iiitci course : 1. Herodotus 
and Ihiieydidcs (A. U. C. 330—550.), appear ignorant of the u<une and existence of Home 
( loseph. contra Aplon. tom. ii. iib. i. c. 12. p. 444 edit. Ilavercainp ) 2. Theoponipua 

(A. D C. 40n Pirn. 3.9) nieiitions the invasion of the Gauls, which is noticed iti looser 
ieiiiis by HcracUdes Poiiticus (Plutarch in Caniillo, p. 2^. edit. H. Stephan ) 5 The leal 

or fabulous embassy ol the Romans to Alexander fA. U. C. 430.) is attested by Clitaiciiiis 
(Piin. 3. 9 ), by Aiisliis and Asrlepnides (Arn.m. lih. vll. p, 204, 205), and by Meninoii of 
Heraclea {.ipud Pholium, rod. 221 p 725.), though tacitly dcpidl by Livy. 4. I hcoplirasiiiB 
fA. U C 440 ) primus exleiiioium aliqua de Romanis dliligeDlittn sciipsit (Pliii. 3* 9.). 
5. I.ycophrtm (A. U. t 1W)-.500.) siaiteicd the first seed of a Tiojaii colony, and the fable 
of the Ai.icMd, Catsaildra, 1226—1280 

r»j nut 
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PhoeniciH.(l) But in all the great lines of public and private jurlsj^. 
dence^ the legislators of Home and Athens appear to be strangers or 
adverse to eJich other. 

Whatever might be the origin or the merit of the twelve table8>(2) 
they obtained among the lloftians that blind and partial reverence which 
the lawyers of every country delight to bestow on their municipal insti- 
tutions. The study is recommended by Cicero(3) as ecmally pleasant 
and instructive. They amuse the mind by the remembrance of old 
words and the portrait of ancient manners ; they inculcate the sound- 
est principles of government and morals ; and I am not afraid to affirm^ 
that the brief composition of the decemvirs surpasses in genuine 
“ value the libraries of Grecian philosophy. How admirable,” says Tully, 
with honest or affected prejudice is tne wisdom of our ancestors ! We 
alone are the masters of civil prudence, and our superiority is the more 
** conspicuous, if we deign to cast our eyes on the rude and almost ridi- 
culoiis jurisprudence of Dracon, of Solon, and of Lycurgus.” The 
. twelve tables were committed to the memory of the young, and the me- 
ditation of the old , they were transcribed and illustrated with learned 
diligence : they had escaped the dames of the Gauls ; they subsisted in 
the age of Justinian, and their subsequent loss has been imperfectly 
restored by the labour of modern critics,(4) But although these vene- 
rable monuments were considered as the rule of right, and the fountain 
of justice, ^5) they were overwhelmed by the weight and variety of new 
laws, which, at the end of five centuries, became a gi-ievance more into- 
lerable than the vices of the city.(C) 1 hree thousand brass plates, the 
acts of the senate and pe<mle, were deposited in the capitol:(7) and 
some of the acts, as the Julian law against extortion, surpassed the 
number of a hundred chapters. (8) The decemvirs had neglected to im- 
port the sanction of Zaleucus, which so long maintmned the integrity of 
nis republic. A Locrian, who proposed any new law, stood forth in the 
assembly of the people with a cord round his neck, and if the law was 
rejected^ the innovator was instantly strangled. 

The decemvirs had been named, and their tables w'ere approved, by 
an assembly of the centuries^ in which riches preponderated against num- 
bers. To the first class of Homans, the proprietors of one hundred thou- 
sand pounds of copper, (8) ninety-eight votes were assigned, and only 

(1) The lentil (able, de niodo sepuUiine, was borrowed from Solon (Ciceio de Legibiia, ii. 
23 -2C): tbefitrtum per tancem et iiciuiu conceptum, is derived by Heiriecciiis from tiio 
ni.miiers of Atlicoa (Antlqiiitat. Rom tom ii p. 167^175 >. ’Ibe right of kiliiiig a nocturnal 
thief, H'as declared by Moses, Solon, and the decemvirs, (Exodus, xxii 3 Demosthenes enu- 
tm limotratcm, torn i. p 736, edit. Reiske Marroh. .Satiirnatia, Iio i. c 4. CoDwiio Legimi 
Mosidtartuii et Romananmi, tu. vii. no. 1 p. 218 edit. Caniiegietei ) 

(2) Kut «7rcf>iTru»c is the praise of Diodorus (tom i iih v.« p 404 ), which may 
i'<- t.ilrly translated bv the elcgaiiti alqiie absobita bicvitate veriiortim AuIus Ocllius , )Cl 

AtUC \M. 1.) 

(3; j jsieii to Ckoo (lie J cgibns, ii. i?3 ), and his repiescntaiive ( .•^.i^aus (de Oratm* , I. 

4">. 14 ). 

(I) ^ee Heifieccias (Hist J. R, no. aO-.xT.), f have foiioued the rehtonition ot the tuiU * 
tables hyCiravina (Orighies J. C p. 280—307.) ano lei.h’vm (Hiai ile la junspiiidetue Uo 
niame, p. 04— 20S ). 

(5) riiils te<]ni juris (Tacit. Annal. tii. 27.). Fobs oniiiis ptibfici ct mivuti jiiiii. (T. Liv 
lii 34.). 

(6) De priiicipils juris, et quibiis niodis ad hanc nmUitudinern iiiAninlt.'im ac vaiietatem 

ieanm perventnm sitaklusdisserani (lacit. Aimai in 23). ) bis de> p disquisition nils only 

two pages, blit they are the, pages of Tacitus. With eqiui seiiKC, bitt aitti teas ciieri^y, li\> 
(111.34) had complained, ill hac lininensoaliarum super alias at ervaUi urn iegum cuniuio, &c. 

(7) See Siietoiiius in Vespasiaiio, c. 8. 

<8) Cicero ad Khniillares, 8. 8 

(9) Dionysius, with Arbuthiiot, and most of tlic moderns (except Eiseiischmidt de Poiide- 
ribiis, &c. p. 137—140.), reiHVffiit the one bundled tiioiiffiiiid asses by ten tfaoueaiid Attic 
drachmae, or somewhat more than three hundred poinula sierimg. Cut their calculation can 
apply only to the latter times, when the as /as diminisbed to one-twenty fourth of its ancient 
weight: Jior tan 1 believe that in the lirst ages, however destitute of the pretious metals, » 
smgie ounce of silver could have been ex< hanged for seventy pounds of t(»|>per or br.i8s A 
more simple and mtioiial method is, to vnine the coppen itself uciordiiig to the present mte, 
and, after toinpariiig the mint and the market prnc, the Konuii and avoirdupois weight, the 
primitive as ui (toman pound of copper may be appicciaied at one ( iiglish sbilliiig, and the 
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ninetyofivc were left for the six inferior classes^ distributed according to 
their substance by the artful policy of Servius, But the tribunes soon 
established a more specious and popuhir niaxiin^ that every citizen has 
an equal right to enact the laws wiiich he is bound to obey* Instead of 
the centuries, they convened the tribes, and the patricians^ after an im- 
potent struggle, submitted to the decrees of an assembly, in which their 
votes were confounded with those of the meanest plebeians* Yet as long 
at the tribes successively passed over narrow bridges, {!) and gave their 
voices aloud, the conduct of each citizen was exposed to the eyes and 
ears of his friends and countrymen. The insolvent debtor consulted 
the wishes of his creditor ; the client would have blushed to oppose the 
views of his patron : the general was followed by his veterans, and the 
aspect of the grave magistrate was a living lesson to the multitude. A 
new method of secret ballot abolished the influence of fear and shame, 
of honour and interest, and the abuse of freedom accelerated the pro- 
gress of anarchy and despotism.(^) The Homans had aspired to be 
equal ; they were levelled by the equality of servitude ; and the dictates 
of Augustus were patiently ratified by the formal consent of the tribes 
or centuries. Once, and once only, he experienced a sincere and stre- 
nuous opposition, llis subjects had resigned all political liberty ; they 
defended the freedom of domestic life. A law which enforced the ob- 
ligation, and sfrengthened the bonds of marriage, was clamorously re- 
jected ; Propertius, in the arms of Delia, applauded the victory of licen- 
tious love ; and the project of reform was suspended till a newdhd more 
tractable generation had arisen in the world.(3) Such an example was 
not necessary to instruct a prudent usurper, of the mischief of popular 
assemblies ; and their abolition, whicli Augustus had silently prepared, 
was accomplished without resistance, and tumost without notice, on the 
accession of his successor.(4) Sixty thousand plebeian legislators, whom 
numbers made formidable, and poverty secure, were supplanted by six 
Imndred senators, who held their honours, their fortunes, and their lives, 
by the clemency of tlie emperor. The loss of executive power was al- 
leviated by tiie gift of legislative authority ; and Ulpian might assert, 
after the practice of two Imndred years, that the decrees of the senate 
obtained the force and validity of laws. In the times of freedom, the 
resolves of the people had often been dictated by the the passion or error 
of the moment : the Cornelian, Pompeian, and Julian laws, were adapted 
by a single hand to the prevailing disorders ; but the senate, under the 
reign of the Caesars, was composed of magistrates and lawyers, and in 
questions of private jurisprudence, the integrity of their judgment was 
schhim pervcited by fear or interest.(3) 

1 lie feilt'nci* or ambiguity of the laws W'as supplied by the occasional 
edn ts of those magistrates who were invested with the honours of the 
r t.ite ((i) This aiicieut prerogative of the Roman kings was transferred, 

on** h>mdrcil tluMisand as.«e»af tl»e flrAt chss nmoiinl d to ih*>j»«rnd pounds siprlme. ir 
iviil appcMr frotii theiainc rec(LCMiin&r, tliat an ox sold at Rom*; roi H. a sheep for lOr and 
t qnaitpr of wheat for 1/. lOf fFentns, l> 330. edit l»ac»er, I'liii Matiir win. 4.) nor 

do I Sic any reason (o reject these coiisequcticeSf lUoth inodeiatc our idea* of the jioierty of 
the fliHi Itumun. 

O) 1 onsiiU the common writer* on the Homan CorniUa, especially Sistoniiia and Bc.iiifort. 
vpanbeitn (de Pr^stantia et Usn NumUmatuiii, lorn. ii. diSbcrt. x p. 193,) shews, on a 
curious medal, the Cista, Pontes, Septa, UiribUor, &c. 

(2) Cleero (de Loglhiis, iil it>— is ) debates this constitutional qiiesliiMi, and assigns to his 
})i other Qinuttis the most unpopular side* 

(3) Prai tumiiltu reciisaiitium perferre non pottit (Siieton. lii August c. xxxlv.). See Pro- 
pertius, lib. it. eleg vi Heinecciits, In a separate history, has exhausted the whole subject 
of the .luliaii and Papian-Popp«ean laws (Opp. tom. vll, P. 1. p* 1 —479 >. 

(i) Tacit Aiinil. 1. 15. Lipsius, Kxciirsus R. in Taclliifli. 

(*>J Non aiiibigitiir G^'iiatutti Jus facere posse, Is the decision of filpian (lib. xvi. ad Edict 
in Pandect lib i tit. lii. leg. ix ) Pomponiiis taxes the coiniita ot the people as a turfoi 
lioinliiuin (Pandect, lib. I. tit ii. Ie<;. ix.). 

(d) I he jus hoiioraru'iii of the ptiep r* and other magistrates is sinclly dcAtied In the Latin 
text of the tiistnutcs (lih i. tit. ii no. 7 ) and more loosely explained in theOrevh paraphrase 
of I'hcophilus (p. 53— 38. edit. Keitz ), uiiu diops the luipoitaiit wotd honorarium. 
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in their rcftpective oiiiccs^ to the consnls and dictators, the censors and 
proctors ; and a feimilar rij^ht was assumed by the tribunes of the people, 
tlie odiles, and the proconsuls. At Rome, and in the provinces, the 
duties of the subject, and the intentions of the ^(overnor, were jjro- 
claimed ; and the civil jurisprudence was reformed by the annual edicts 
of the supreme judgre, the praetor of the city. As soon as ho ascended 
his tribunal, he announced by the voice of the crier, and afterwards in- 
scribed on a white wall, the rules which he proposed to f<>llow in the de- 
cision of doubtful cases, and the relief which his equity would afford 
from the precise rigour of ancient statues. A principal of discretion 
more congenial to monarchy was introduced into the republic ; the art 
of respecting the name, and eluding the efficacy, of the laws, was ini- 

S roved by successive (irestors ; subtleties and fictions were invented to 
efeat the plainest meaning of the decemvirs, and where the end Avas 
saluta^, the means were frequently absurd. The secret or probable 
wish 01 the dead was suffered to prevail over the order of su<;cession and 
the forms of testaments ; and the claimant, who was excluded from the 
character of heir, accepted with equal pleasure from an indulgent pr®tor, 
the possession of the ^ods of his late kinsman or benefactor. In the 
redress of private wrongs, comuensatlons and fines wex'e substituted to 
the obsolete rigour of the twelve tables ; time and space were annihi- 
lated by fancifiu suppositions; and the plea of youth, or fraud, or vi- 
olence, annulled the obligation, or excused the performance, of an in- 
convenient contract. A jurisdiction thu*- vague and arbitrary was ex- 
posed to the most dangerous abuse ; the Kdbstance, as well as the form, 
of justice, were often sacrificed to the prejudices of virtue, the bias of 
laudable affection, and the grosser seductions of interest or resentment. 
But the errors or vices of each praetor expired with his annual office ; 
such maxims alone as had been approved by reason and jiractice were 
cojiied by succeeding judges ; the rule of proceeding was ilefined by the 
solution of new cases ; and the temptations of injusti»je were removed 
by the Cornelian law, which compelled the praitor of the year to adiieri; 
to the letter and spirit of his first proclam3tion.(l) It was reserved for 
the curiosity and learning of Hadrian, to accomplish the design whieii 
had been conceived by the genius of Ciesar; and the praitorship of Sal- 
vias Julian, an eminent lawyer, was immoi*talized by the roinposition of 
the PEBPETUAL BoiCT. TliJs w ell-digested code was ratified by the em- 
peror and the senate; the long divorce of law and equity was at Jeugih 
reconciled ; and, instead of the twelve tables, the perpetual edict w as 
fixed as the invariable standard of civil jurisprudence.(2) 

From Augustus to Trajan, the modern Cessars were content to pm- 
niulgate their edicts in the various characters of a Roman magi-ntrate : 
and, in the decrees of the senate, the epistles and orations of the priiu e 
were respectfully inserted. Hadrian (3) appears to hav v been tiie U t 
who assumed, without disguise, tlje plenitude of legislative power. An l 
this innovation, so agreeable to his active mind, was eouuteiianecfl l»y 
the patience of the times, and his long absence from the ?eat of iiovein- 
ment. The same policy was embraced by succeeding rnonarehs, and, 
according to the harsh metaphor of Tertuliian, the gloomy and intri- 
cate forest of ancient laws was cleared away by the ave of royal man- 

(l) Dion Cauiuft (tom. I Iri) >xxvi, p 100.’) fixes perpetual edicts in the year of Home 
enfi. Their institution, however, is asenbed to the ye<ir 585 in the Acta Dniriia, wljieh li-wc 
been published from the papers of Liiilovlctis Vlves. Their aiitheiiluity is suppoited or .il.. 
lowed by l*igiiius(AnnaI. lioman. tom. It. p .377, 578.) fJraevms, (ad Suelon. p 778 ) Dod- 
well (Pr^lertion Camden, p. 665 ), and lleiiieccuis , but a single word, hciitiiiti Cimhncnni, 
detects the forgery (Moyle’s Works, vol. i p 503 ) 

(2; 'The history of edicts is coDiposect, and the text of the perpefoa? edict isiesfored hr the 
iiiastei-hand of flrineccms (Dpp. tom. vli P. 2. p l-5iJ4), in whose rehcartlies I niiKht 
nafely acquiesce. In the Ac«ideniy of Insi riplioiis, M. Houchaud has given a senes of meinoin 
to Ibis interesting tiiibjed of law and Mteraiurc 
(5) Ills laws are tlie first in the Code hee DoUwell cCiaptcit Caiiulen, p. 31!)— .310.), who 
wanders troin (he subject in confused reading and feeble paradoK. 
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dates and oonfititutioiw.“(l) Durin^i^ four centuries, from Htulrian to 
Justinian, the public and private jurisprudence was moulded by the will 
of the sovereign ; and few institutions, either human or divine, wert? 
uermitted to sttind on their former basis. The origin of imperial legis- 
lation was concealed by the darkness of ages and the terrors of armed 
despotism ; and a double fiction waa propagated by the servility, or 
))ernaps the ignorance, of the civilians who basked in the sunshine of 
tlie Roman and Byzantine courts. 1. To the prayer of the ancient 
('aesars, the people or the senate had sometimes granted a personal ex- 
emption from the obligation and penalty of particular statutes ; and 
eacn indulgence was an act of jurisdiction exercised by the republic over 
the first of her citizens. His humble privilege was at length trans- 
formed into the prerogative of a tyrant ; and the Latin expression of 
rvleused from the iawSf(^) was supposed to exalt the emperor above all 
Imman restraints, and to leave his conscience and reason as the sacred 
measure of his conduct. 9. A similar dependence was implied in the 
decrees of the senate, which, in every reign, defined the titles and powers 
of an elective magi^rate. But it was not before the ideas, and even 
the language of the Romans had been cormpted, that a royal law, (3) 
and an irrevocable «ft of the people, were created bv tne fan^ of 
TJlpian, or more probably of Tnbonian himself '(i) and the origin of 
imperial power, though false in fact, and slavish in its consequence, was 
supported on a principle of freedom and justice. The pleasure of the 
“ emperor has tne vigour and effect of law, since the Roman peofile, hy 
tlie royal law, have transferred to their prince the full extent of their 
own power and sovereignty.*^'^) The will of a single m«an, of a child 
perliaps, was allowed to prevail over the wisdom of ages and the inclina- 
tions of millions ; and the degenerate Greeks were proud to declare, 
that in his hands alone the arbitrary exercise of legislation could he 
safely deposited. “ What interest or passion," exclaims Theophilus in 
the court of Justinian can reach the calm and sublime elevation of 
the monarch ? he is already master of the lives and fortunes of his 
“ subjects ; and those who have incurred his displeasure, are already 
numbered with the dead.((>) Disdaining tlie language of flattery, the 
historian may confess, that in cpiestions of private jurisprudence, tho 
absolute Hovereign of a great empire can seldom be influenced by any 
personal consideratimis. Virtue or even reason, will suggest to his im- 
p.irtial mind, that he is the guardian of peace and equity, and that the 
interest of society is inseparably connected with his own. Under tho 
weakest and moat vicious reign, the seat of justice was filled by the 
wisdom and integrity of Pajiinian and Ulpinn ;(7) and the purest ma- 
teruiU of the Code and Pand<‘Cts are inscribed with the names of Cara- 

(1) Toutn illam vetcieiii et squallentein s\lvnni legtim iiovis piiticipaliiitti trsciiptoritni 

seciirihiu iiisCiOiset c^ditis (Apologct. c. iv p 50 edit H.)v«icniii|).). He pio 
leed*) t« pirfisc the recent firniiiess of severus, who lepeulcd the ii^scle^s or peniicioiis laws, 
uHiKfiit .tiiy regard to (heir age or authority. 

( 2 ) The constitiitjoiia) stvle of 1 egibiis .soliitiiB la iii)»jiiterpreied by the ait or ignorance of 

niori c&s^iiis floni. I. lib lili. p On this occ^!*ioii, his iditor, Keinur, loms the iini- 

vcihii r ensure which freedom and criticism iiave prouoiiiiccd ag;unst ih.it siavuh hisiuriaii. 

(>) I he word (iex regia) was stilt more recent than the ihiiij 'Hie slaves ot ('oitiiinKiiis 
or taracaila would have stalled at the naiiie of roy.dty. 

(1) .See Orav Ilia (Opp p. 501-512), and Pcaufort (Republlqiie Romaliie, tom I. p. 255 — 

27 1 ). He has made a proper use of two dissertations hy John i'redeilck Gronovlus and Noodt, 
tioib tmiiKiatcd with valuable notes, by Barbeviac, 2 vols. in I2mo 1731. 

(">) Instiiiu. lib i. tir ii, no 6 Pandect, lib. 1 tit. iv. leg I Cod Justinian, lib. i. lit. 
wti. leg I 111 . 7. In Ills antiquities and cleiiienls, Helneetius has amply treated de ronsti- 
t lit loiii Ini'* piincipuni, which arc ilinstratcd by Godefroy (Comaient. ad Cod. J'heodos. Iih. i. 
lit. t— 5 ), and Ginvtua Cp. 87—90) 

(ft) I beophtliis, in Parapliras Gnec liistitiit. p 53, 74 edit. ReJIr, For bis person, time, 
wnlmgs, see the Iheophilns of J. H. Mylius, Excurs. tU p 1034-171)3 
(7) I hpie Is more rnvy than reason in the cuinplafnt of Macrliius (Jul. Capitolin. c. xiii.) 

' -Nefas fssc Irgrs videii Coinmodi ct Caracall.€ ct fionniiuni imperUoriim voluatates.. Coin- 
modus was made a I)ivu« hy Stvcnis (Uodwell, Pnclcct. vhi. p, 324,9X8.) Vet he occur* 
only twite in tlie randms 
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calla and his ni)nisterB.(l) The tyrant of Rome was sometimes tlie 
benefactor of the provinces. A dagger terminated the crimes of Domi- 
tian ; but the prudence of Nerva confirmed his acts, which, in tlio jov 
of their deliverance, had been rescinded by an indignant senate. (9) 
Yet in the rescripts, (s) replies to the consultations of the magistrates, 
the wisest of princes might be deceived by a partial exposition of the 
case. And this abuse, which placed their liasty decisions on the same 
level with mature and deliberate acts of legislation, was ineffectually 
condemned by the sense and example of Tridan. The rescripts of the 
emperor, his grants and decrees, his edicts and pragmatic sanctions, wero 
subscribed in purple ink, (4) and transmitted to the provinces as general 
or special laws, which the magistrates were bound to execute, and the 
people to obey. Bat as their number continually multiplied, the rule 
of obedience became each day more doubtful and obscure, till the will of 
the sovereign was fixed and ascertained in the Gregorian, the Hermo- 
genian, and the Theodosian codes. The two first, of which some frag- 
ments have escaped, were framed by two private lawyers, to preserve 
the constitutions of the Pagan emperors from Hadrian to Constantine. 
The third, which is still extant, was digested in sixteen books by the 
oriler of the young Theodosius, to consecrate the laws of the Christian 
princes from Constantine to his own reign. But the three ctides ob- 
tained an equal authority in the tribunals ; and any act which was not 
included in the sacred deposit, might he disregarded by the judge as 
spurious or obsolete.(5) 

Among savage nations, the want of Icfters is imperfectly supplied by 
use of visible signs, which awaken attention, and perpetuate the re- 
membrance of any public or private transaction. The jurisprudence of 
the first Romans exhibited the scenes of a pantomime ; the words were 
adapted to the gestures, and the slightest error or neglect in the forms 
of proceeding was sufficient to annul the substance of the fairest claim. 
The communion of the marriage-life was denoted by the necessary ele- 
ments of fire and water :(6l and the divorced wife resigned the bunch 
of keys, by the delivery ot which she had been invested with the go- 
vernment of the family. The manumission of a son, or a slave, was 
performed by turning him round with a gentle blow on the cheek: a 
work was prohibited by the casting of a stone ; prescription was inter- 
rupted by the breaking of a branch ; the clenched fist was tlie symbol 
of a pledge or deposit ; the right hand was the gift of faith and confi- 
dence. The indenture of covenants was a broken straw ; weights and 
scales were introduced into every payment, and the heir who accepted a 
testament, was sometimes obliged to snap his fingers, to cast away his 
garments, and to leap and dance w'ith real or affected transport.(7) If 
a citizen pursued any stolen goods into a neighbour s house, he coti- 
ccaled his nakedness with a linen tow'el, and hid his face with a mask or 


vO Of Antonhis CaiatAiU aioue iwu hiiiidied constitutions .in* extent in the Code, and 
with Ills father one hundred and sixty. These two princes are quoted fifty tunes iti the Paii. 
decta and eight iu the ItiatUitles (Terassoti, p 2G5 ). 

(2) Plln. Seciind. fipistol. x. 66 Siieton. in Uoinitian. c xxiii. 

(3) It was a maxim of Constantine, contra jus rescripta non vateant (Cod. riieodos lib. i. 
tit. il. leg. 1 ). rfae emiMsrors reluctantly allow some icrn tiny into the law and the fact, some 
delay, petUioii, &c. but these iusuillclent remedies are too iimcii in the discretion and at the 
peril of the Judge. 

(1) A compound of v€riaii)on and cinnabar, which marks the imperial diplomas from l eo. 
I. (A. D. 470.) to the fall of the Greek empire (Blbliotheque Raisoiuioe <lc la Diplomatique, 
tom. I. p. 500—514. Lami, de ErudUloiie Apostolorum, tom II. p. 720—726 - 

(5) SebttUing, Jiirlsprndeiiila Ante-JusUnlanea, p. 6S1— 718, Ctijaciua assigned to Gregory 
tlie reigns from Hadrian to Gallieiins, and the coiitluuatiou to bis fellowdsboorer Hermogeues. 
This general division may be just ; but they <tftea trespassed on each other's ground. 

(6) Scasvoia, most probably Q. Cervldtus Scdsvola the master of Papinian, considers this 
.iLceptance of fire and water as the essence oi marriage (Pandect, lib. xxiv. tit. i. leg. Ixvi. 
Sec lleinctcius. Hist. J. R. no. 317.). 

(7) Cicero (de OfllcUs, 3. 10 ) may state an ideal case, but St. Ambrose (de OtHciis, 3. g ) 
appeals to the practice of Jus own times, which he understood as a lawyer and a iiiagistrate. 
CSthiiUiiig .Id Ulpiaii l-ragincnt, lit. xxil. no. 28. p 643 644.), 
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ba«in, lest ho should encounter the eves of n vir^t^in or a matron.(l). In 
a civil action^ the plant! ft’ touched the ear of iiis witness^ seized his re<> 
luctant adversary by the neck, and implored, in solemn lamentation, 
the aid of his fellow-citizens* The two competitors grasped each other's 
hand as if they stood prepared for combat before the tribunal of the 
prastor : he commanded them to produce the object of the dispute ; they 
went, they returned, with measured steps, and a clod of earth was cjist 
at his feet to represent the field for which they contended* This occult 
science of tlie words and actions of law was the inheritance of the poii- 
tifls and the patricians. Like the Chaldean astrologers, they annoum^ed 
to their clients the days of business and repose ; these important trifles 
were interwoven with the religion of Numa ; and, after the pubUcatioa 
of the twelve tables, the Roman people were still enslaved by the 
rancc of judicial proceedings* The treachery of some plebeian officers 
at length revealed the profitable mystery : m a more enlightened age, 
the legal actions were d-.rided and observed; and the same antiquity 
which sanctified the practice, obliterated the use and meaning, of this 
primitive language.(2) 

A more liberal art was cultivated, however, by the sages of Rome, 
who, in a stricter sense, may be considered as the authors of the civil 
law. The alteration of the imom and manners of the Romans, rendered 
the style of the twelve t«ables less familiar to each rising generation, and 
tlie doubtful passages were imperfectly explained by the study of legal 
antiquarians. To define the ambiguities, to circumscribe the latitude, 
to apply the principles, to extend the consequences, to reconcile the real 
or apparent contradictions, w'asa much nobler and more important task ; 
and the province of legislation was silently invaded by the expounders 
of ancient statutes. Their subtle interpretations concurred witli the 
equity of the pnetor, to reform the tyranny of the darker ages : liow- 
cver strange or intricate the means, it was the aim of artificial jurispru- 
dence to restore the simple dictates of nature find reason, and the skill 
of private citizens wfis usefully employed to undermine the public in- 
stitutions of their country. The revolution of almost one thousand 
years, from the twelve tfdJes to the reign of Justinian, may be divided 
into three periods almost equal in duration, and distingiiislied from each 
other by the mode of instruction and the character of the civilians.(3) 
Fnde and ignorance contributed, during the first period, to confine 
within narrow limits the science of the Roman law. On the public days 

maiket or assembly, the masters of the art were seen walking in the 
Forum, ready to impart the needful advice to the meanest of their fel- 
hiw citizens, from whose votes, on a future occasion, they might solicit 
a graieful return. As their yeai-s and honours increased, they seated 
themselves at home on a chair in* thione, to expect with patient gravity 
the visits of their clients, who, at the daw’ii of day, from the town and 
country, began to thunder at their door. The duties of social life, and 
the incidents of judicuil proceedmg, w'ero the ordinary subject of these 

(1) Ihe fiirttim Uiicc Ucloque cAiicertnni was no longer iiiidervtood in the time of the Au* 
tuiiMiea (Atiltis fiellicii), 16. 10 ) 'Ihe Atlic deriv.uiiiri Heirieccins (AntlqiiiUt. Honi. 111). Iv. 
tit 1. no 13—21.) is supported hy the evidence of AiislophaiKS. Iii\ sctioliast and Pollux. 

(2) III his oration for Murena (c 0-13 }, Cicero turns into iidicule the forms and iiiysterira 
of the civilians, which are represented with more candour by Aulua OeJiius (Soct Attic. StK 
10.). Gnvnu (Opp. p. 165—iiffJ.), and Heiiieccius (Aiitiqnital. lib. iv. tit. vi.)* 

(3) The series of the civil iawveisis deduced by Pompoiiiut (de Origiiie Juris Pandect, 

lib. 1. tit. II.). Ifae moderns have discussed, with ieariiiuK and criticism, this branch of 
literary history ; and among these I have chiefly been guidld by oravlna (p. 41-79.). and 
Heiiieccius (Hist. J. R. no. ). Cicero, more especially In bis books de Oratoie, de 

Claris Oiatoribus, de Leglbus. and the Davis Ciceroniana of Ernosti Cinder the uaiiies of 
Mucius, &c.), afford much genuine and pleasing infonunUon. Horace often alludes to tbs 
momliig laitouri of civilians (Serin 1 1. lO. Epist. 2 4. 105. ftc. 

Agricolam laiidat juris leguinque peritus 

Sub gaili cantuii), coiisultor ubi otiia pu|sat. 

Homas diilee dm fait et solenine, rtclusa 

Mane dome vrjilare, ciuitll pyoiiiere jtira. 



174 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

consultations^ and tho verbal or written opinion of the jurisconsults was 
framed aocordinf^ to the rules of prudence and law. The youths of their 
own order and family were permitted to listen ; their children enjoyed 
the benefit of more private lessons, and the Mucian race was long re- 
nowned for the hereditary knowledge of the civil law. The second pe- 
riod, the learned and splendid age of jurisprudence, may be extenued 
from the birth of Cicero to the reign of Severus Alexander. A system 
was formed, schools were instituted, books were composed, and both the 
living and the dead became subservient to the instruction of the student. 
Tlie tripartite of ASlius Pajtus, surnamed Catus, or the Cunning, was 
preserved as the oldest work of jurispiudence. Cato the censor derived 
some additional fame from his legal studies, and those of his son : the 
kindred appellation of Mucius Scnevola was illustrated by three sjiges of 
the law ; out the perfection of the science was ascribed to Servius Sul- 
picius their disciple, and the friend of Tully ; and the long suc<’ession, 
which shone with equal lustre under the republic and under the Ciesars, 
is finally closed by the respectable characters of Papinian, of Paul, and 
of Ulpian. Their names, and the various titles of their productions, have 
been minutely preserve 1, and the example of Labeo may suggest some 
idea of their diligence and fecundity. That eminent lawyer of the Au- 
gustan age divided the year between the city and country, between 
business and composition ; and four hundred boi>ks are enumerated as 
the fruit of his retirement. Of the collections of his rival Capito, the 
two hundred and fifty-ninth book is expressly quoted ; and few teachers 
could deliver their opinions in less than a utury of volumes. In the 
third period, between the reigns of Alexander and Justinian, the oracles 
of jurisprudence were almost mute. The measure of curiosity had been 
filled; the throne was occupied by tyrants and barbarians; tlie active 
spirits were diverted by reli^ous disputes, and the professors of Home, 
Constantinople, and Berytus, were humbly content to repeat the lessons 
of their more enlightened predecessors. From the slow advances and 
rapid decay of these legal studies, it may be inferred, that they require 
a state of peace and refinement. From the multitude of voluminous 
civilians who fill the intermediate space, it is evident, that such studies 
may be pursued, and such works may be performed, with a common 
share of judgment, experience, and industrv. The genius of Cicero and 
Virgil was more sensibly felt, as each revolving age had been found in- 
capable of producing a similar or a second : but the most eminent teacli- 
ers of the law were assured of leaving disciples equal or superior to 
themselves in merit and reputation. 

The jurisprudence which had been grossly adapted to the wants of 
the first Romans, was polished and improved in the seventh century of 
the city, by the alliance of Grecian philosophy. The Scsevolas had l»een 
taught by use and experience ; but Servius Sulpicius was the fir^t civi 
lian who established his art on a certain and general theory f 1) For tlie 
discernment of truth and falshood, he applied, as an infallible rule, the 
logic of Aristotle and the stoics, reduced particular cases to gK»neral 
principles, and diffused over the shapeless mriss, the light of order and 
eloquence. Cicero, his contemporary and friend, declined the reputa- 
tion of a professed lawyer ; but the jurisprudence of his country was 
adorned by his incomparable genius, which converts into gold every ob- 
ject that it touches. After the example of Plato, he composed a re- 
public ; and, for the use^of his republic, a treatise of laws ; in which he 
labours to deduce, from a celestial origin, the wisdom and justice of the 
Roman constitution. The whole universe, according to his sublime hy- 
pothesis, forms one immense commonwealth : gods and men, who par- 

(J) Cmsiis, or rather Cicero falmself, propose* (Ue Oratore, 1. 41, iS.) an idea of the art 
or science of jurisprudence, which the eloquent, but iliitemte, Antonins (1 58 ) aflecis to de> 
ride. It was partly execute by Servius Sulpicius (iii Brutu, e. 41.), whose praises are ele* 
gaiiily varied in the clastic Latlnlty of the Komau Gravliia (p. 60.) 
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iicipatc of the same essence^ are members of the same community ; rea- 
son prescribes the law of nature and nations ; and all positive institu- 
tions, however modified by accident or custom, are drawn from the rule 
of right, which the Deity has inscribed on every virtuous mind. From 
these philosophical mysteries, he mildly excludes the Sceptics who re- 
fuse to believe, and the Epicureans who are unwilling to act. The latter 
disdain the care of the republic ; he advises them to slumber in their 
shudv gardens. But he humbly entreats that the new academy would 
be silent, since her bold objections would too soon destroy the fair aiul 
well-ordered structure of his lofty 8y6tem.(l) Plato, Aristotle, and 
Zeno, he represents as tlie only teachers who arm and instruct a citizen 
for the duties of social life. Of these, the armour of the Stoics (2) was 
found to be of the firmest temper ; and it was chiefly worn, both for 
use and ornament, in the schools of jurisprudence. Fi*om the portico, 
the Homan civilians learned to live, to reason, and to die : but they im- 
bibed in some degree the prejudices of the sect ; the love of paradox, 
the pertinacious habits of dispute, and a minute attadiment to words 
and verbal distinctions. The superiority of form to matter^ was intro- 
duced to ascertain the right of property : and the equality of crimes is 
countenanced by an opinion of Trcbatius,(3) that ho who touches the 
ear, touches the whole body ; and that he who steals from a heap of 
corn, or a hogshead of wine, is guilty of the entire theft.(4) ^ 

Arms, eloquence, and the study of the civil law, promoted a citizen to 
the honours of the Roman state ; and the three professions were some** 
times more conspicuoiH by tlielr union in the same character. In the 
composition of the edict, a learned praetor gave a sanction and prefer- 
ence to his private sentiments : the opinion of a censor, or a consul, 
was entertained with respect : and a doubtful interpretation of the 
laws might be suppoited by the virtues or triunmhs of the civilian. The 
patrician arts were long protected by the veil of mystery j and in more 
enlightened times, the freedom of inquiry established the gener^ prin- 
ciples of jurisprudence. Subtle and intricate cases wens Sucidated by 
the disputes of the Forum ; rules, axioms, and ^eflnitions,(5^ were ad- 
mitted as the genuine dictates of reason ; and ^e consent ot the legal 
prolebbors was interwoven into the practice of the tribunals. But these 
interpreters could neither enact nor execute the laws of the republic ; 
and the judges might disregard the authority of Scaevolas themselves, 
which vfus often overthrown by the eloquence or sophistry of an inge- 
nious p]eader.(6) Augustus and Tiberius were the first to adopt, as a 
useful engine, the science of the civilians ; and their servile labours ac- 
<*oinmodated the old system to the spirit and views of despotism. Un- 
der the fair pretence of securing the dignity of the art, the privilege of 
subscribing legal and valid opinions was conflned to the sages of sena- 
torial! or equestrian rank, who had been previously approved by the 
judgment of the prince ; and this monopoly prevaileq, till Hadrian re- 
stored the freedom of the profession to every citizen conscious of his 


(1) n«iiiubat>icem antem oiniiiuni lianim reruni ttcademiain, hanc ab ArcesUa et Caiueado 
rcccntem, cxoremiis iit silt'ai, iiaiii si itivasent in lia:c, qiis tsatia acite Initructa H composiiu 
videantur, iimiis t>det niiitRs, quam quidem ego piacare ciipio, aiibinovere non audeo (dc 
JLeglbiift, i 15 ) from this passage alone Bentley (Remarks on Freettaliiking, p. S50.) miglit 
have learned how drmly Cicero believed in the specious doctrines which he has adorned. 

(2) I he Stoic philosophy nas first taught at Rome by Fansetfus, the Mend of the younger 
Scipio (see bis life in the Mem. de I’Academie des Inscriptions, tom. x. p. 75-^89 ). 

(5) As be is quoted by Uplaii 40. ad Sarbiiium Iti Fandect. lib alvii. tit. ii. leg. xxl.). 
Yet rrebatius, after he was a leading civilian, qiii famlUain duxit, became an Epicurean 
CCicero ad Fain. 7 5 ). Perhaps he was not constant or sincere in his new sect. 

(4) See Graviiia (p. 45-51.) and the iuefTectuat cavils of Maacoii. Helnecclus (HUt. J. H. 
no. IS.'i ) quotes and approves a disseitacion of Everard Otto dc Stoica JarisconiuUoruiii 

I Qf Caioniaii rule, ihe Aqiiilian stipulation, and the Maitillan forms, 

of two hundred and eleven maxiiiis, and of two hundred and forty-seven definitions (Pandect. 


hb I tit. Id, 17.)' 
(d; Krad Cicero, 


lib. I, de Oratore, Topics, pio Murena. 
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abilities and knowledge. The discretion of the prastor was now go* 
verned by the lessons of his teachers ; the judges were eji joined to obey 
the comment as well ad the text of the law ; and tlie use of codicils 
was a memorable innovatioHj which Augustus ratified by the advice of 
the civilians.(}} 

The most ab^lute mandate coiild only require that the judges should 
agree wiUi the civilians^ if the civilians agreed among themselves. But 
positive institutions are often the result of custom siiid prejudice ; laws 
and languaf^e are ambiguous and arbitra^ ; where reason is incapable 
of pronouncings the love of argument is inflamed by the envy of rivals, 
the vanity of masters, the blind attachment of their disciples : and the 
Roman jurisnrudcnce was divided by the once famous sects of the /Vo- 
ejUians and Sttbiniani.{2) Two sages of the law, Ateius Capito and Au- 
tistius Labeo,r3) adorned the peace of the Augustan age : the foimer 
distinguislied oy the favour of the sovereign ; the latter more illustrious 
b^ his contempt of that favour, and his stern though harmless opposi- 
tion to the tyrant of Home. Their legal studies were influenced by the 
various colours of the’V temper and principles. Labeo was attached to 
the fom of the old republic ; his rival embraced the more profitable 
substance of the rising monarchy. But the disposition of a courtier is 
tame and submissive ; and Capito seldom presumed to deviate from the 
sentiments, or at least from the words, of his predecessors ; while the 
bold republican pursued his independent ideas without fear of pai-fidox 
or innovations. The freedom ef Labeo w.is enslaved, however, by the 
rigour of his own conclusions, and he decided according to the letter of 
the law, the same questions which his indulgent competitor resolved 
with a latitude of equity more suitable to the common seiiae and feelings 
of mankind. If a fair exchange had been substituted to the payment of 
money, Capito still considered the transiiclion as a legal sale ;(4) and 
he consulted nature for the age of puberty, without confining his defi- 
nition to the precise period of twelve or fourteen years.(5) This o|)po- 
bition of sentiments was propagated in the writings and lessons or llie 
two founders ,* the schools of Capito and I<abeo maintained their inve- 
terate conflict from the age of -Augustus to that of Hadrian ;(6) and the 
two sects derived their appellations from Sabinus and Proculus, their 
jnost celebrated teachers. ^The names of (Jassiaas and Feffastans were 
likewise applied to the same parties ; but, by a strange reverse, the po- 
pular cause was in the hands of Pega8us,(7) a timid hlave of Domitian, 


(1) See Poinponlna (de Or^Iiie Juria Paiidcct. Hb. i tit. ii. leg if no. 470. Hemecciiia 
fadlimitut. lib. I. tit. il. no. S. lib. ii. tiU xxv. in Eiemeiiu et Antiquitat ), and Oravina (p. 
44'->i5 ^Yet the monopoly of Adgiistns, a harsh lueeanre, w-otiW appear with eotnt 
evidence ; and it waa probably veiicti by a decree of the senate. 

(“) I have peniaed the dlniribe of Gotfndaa Mascoviua. the learned !klas>cou, de Sectia J s 
i‘iacu)iauUoruoi (LIpaise, 1729, inl^nio p 270;, a learned treatise on n narrow and bswre;. 
ground. 


(3; Seethe character of Antlatiiis Ubeo ire *racitus (Annal. 3. 75.). and in an epistle of 
Ateins Capito {AttJ. Gelllas, 15. 12.L who accitaea his rival of Jibertas nimid et verors Yt-t 
Horace would not have lashed a vmiioiia and respectable senaior; and 1 most adopt i lie 
cineiidatloiiof nentley, who reads tabieno iusaiuorfSenu. lib lit. 82 ). See Mascou, de beciis. 
(c i. p.l— 94.) 

(4) Jnatiniw On«u«t. lib iii. tit. xxUl. and Tbeopljll. Vetik Qraw. p. 677, 680.) has com. 

meinorat^ this weighty dispute, and the verses of Homer that were alibied on either side as 
legal auttorities. it wm decided by Peal (leg. xxxiil. ad Edict, in Paudect. Ub. xvill. tit. i. 
***l*A'^iJ^*^' ***A‘*“8®» not be dlscrlitiinated from Uie seller. 

(5) W* dOQtyove^ was likewise ijlven for the Hroeiiliaiis to supersede the indecency of 
a seMtb, and te eoU»|ff|r with the aphorism of Hippocrates, who was sttacbed to the septenary 
auni^ of twa w^of 3 ^rs, ot seven hundred of days (institut. lib 1. tit. xvii ). Plutarch 
and the stoics (de P«eil. I^Hosopb. hb. v. c. 94 ) asbtgn a more natural reason. Fourteen 
y«ri Is the age— wepi dr ’« v^^fiarnoK Kptvtrcu opdor. See the vestigia of the sects In 
Mascou. c. lx. p. 145-270. 

(6) The series and eonciusioua of the sects are described by Mascou (c. 2-7 p. 24-120.) 
and It would lie almost rMlcnloas to pmisehls eetial justice to these obsolete sects. 

(7) At the first siTitiDious be files to the turbot couucil ; yet Juveiiat (Rat. iv. 75-81.) styles 
the prefect or bailifT of Rome sauetlsslmus legum interpres. Prom his science, says the olu 
scaoiiast. he wns called, not a man, but a book. He derived the slngiilai name tit lVgav.us 
from the galley which hit father commanded. 
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while the favourite of the Ctesars was represented by Casbius^(l) ^ho 
gloried in his descent from the patriot asii^assin. By the perpetual edict, 
the controversies of the sects were in a great measure determined. For 
that important work, the emperor Hadrian preferred the chief of the 
Sabinians ; the friends of monarchy prevailed ; but the moderation of 
Salvius Julian insensibly reconciled the victors and ths vanouished. 
Like the contemporary philosophers, the lawyers of the age of tne An- 
tonines disclaimed the authority of a master, and adopt^ from every 
system the most probable doctrines.(2) But their writmgs would have 
been less voluminous, had their choice been more unanimous. The 
conscience of the judge was perplexed by the number and weight of dis- 
cordant testimonies, and every sentence that his passion or interest 
might pronounce, was justified by the sanction of some venerable name. 
An indulgent edict of tlie younger Theodosius excused him from the 
labour of comparing and weighing their arguments. Five civilians, 
Cains, Paplriian, Paul, Ulplan, and Modestinus, were established as the 
oracles of jurisprudence ; a majority was decisive ; but if their opinions 
\»ere equally divided, a casting vote was asdtibed to the superior wisdom 
of Papinian.(3) 

When Justinian ascended the throne, the reformation of the Roman 
jurisprudence was an arduous but indispensable task. In the space of 
ten centuries, the infinite variety of laws and equal opinions had filled 
many thousand volumes, whidi no fortune could pvrenase and fto capa- 
city could digest. Books could not easily be found ; and the judges, 
poor in the midst of riches, were reduced to the exercise Of their illite- 
rate discretion. The subjects of the Greek provinces were ignorant of 
the language that disposed of their lives and properties ; and the 6ar~ 
bnrous dialect of the Latins was Imperfectly studied in the academies of 
Berytus and Constantinople. As an Illyrian tidier, that idiom was 
familiar to the infancy of Justinian ; his youth had been instructed by 
the lessons of jurisprudence, and his imperial choice selected the 'most 
learned civilians ot the east, to labour with their sovereign in the work 
of reformation.(t) The theory of professors was assisted by the prac- 
tice of advocates, and the experience of mii^istrates ; and the whole un- 
dertaking was animated by the spirit of Tribonian.(5) This extraor- 
dinary man, the object of so much praise and censure, was a native of 
Side in Pamphylia ; and his genius, like that of Bacon, embraced, as 
hi'^ own, all the business and knowledge of the age. Tribonian com- 
posed, both in prose and verse, on a strange diversity of curious and 
abstruse subjects ^6) — a double panegyric of Justinian and the life of 
the philosopher Theodotus; the nature of happiness, and the duties of 
go\Trnment ; Homer's catalogue and the rour-and-twenty sorts of 
metre ; the astronomical canon of Ptolemy ; the changes of tne months ; 


(l) Amial 17. 7 Su.'toii. in Nerone, c. axwi). 

(i) Ma»cou, deScctift, (c. viM. p. 120—144), de HerifrcuiKlIt, a legal lerm^vliicb wat ap* 
plied to tbese eelecttc lawyers ; herclecere is synonymous to dividere. 

(3) Seethe Tbeodoslan Code, lib. i. tit. iv. with Godefro>‘’s Commentary, torn. i. p. 80— 
35. This decree might give occasion to Jlesnitical disputes like those in the LeUres l^rovin 
ciales, whether a judge was obliged to follow the opinion of Papmian, or of a niah>rlty, 
against bis judgmeiir, agaiiitt fais conscience, &c. Yet a iegiilator might give that opiiilou, 
however false, the validity, not of troth, but of law. 

(4) For tbe legal labours of Justinian, I have studied the preihee to the Institutes j the first, 
second, and third prefaces to the Paudecu , the first and second preface to the' Code { and the 
Code itself (lib i. tit xvii. de Veterljure enucieaitdo). After these orlginai testimonies, I have 
coiisiitted, among the moderns, Heineccius (Hist. J. R. no. 883—404.), lerasiou (Hist, de 
la Jurisprudence P.omalne, p. 295—856), Gravina (Opp. p. 08—109.) atHl Lmlcw^, In his life 
of Jiistiiiiau (p 19—123. 318-321. for the Code and Novels, p, *09—361, for the Digest or 
Pandects, p. 262—317 ). 

(5) For the character of Tiihonian, see the testimonies of Ftoeopius (Persic, lib. I c. S3, 
2s. Anecdot G. 3, 20 } and Huidas (tom Ul. p. 5Ul. edit. Knster.), Ludewig (in VU, Jnsii. 
niHu. 175 -209.) works hard, very hard, to wbite.wa8b— the hhH:k.a.iiioor. 

(6) I apply the two passages of Suidas to the same man; eveiy circumstance so exactly 
tallies. Yet the lawyers appear ignoiant; and Fabrlciua Is inclined to separate the two 
characters (Bibliot. Vrxe. tom. i. p. 341. 2. p. 518 3. p 418. 12. p. 346. 353. 474.) 

VoL III. N 
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the houses of the planets ; mid the harmonic system of the world. To 
the literature of Greece he added the use of the Latin ton^e; the Ro- 
man civilians were deposited in his library and in his mind ; and he 
most assiduously cultivated those arts whicn opened the road of werilth 
and preferment. From the bar of the praetorian prefects, he raised him- 
self to the honours of ciuaestor, of consul, and oi master of the offices : 
the council of Justinian listened to his eloquence and wisdom, and envy 
was mitigated b^ the gentleness and affabilitv of his manners. The re- 
proaches of impiety and avarice have stained the virtues or the reputa- 
tion of Tribonian. In a bigoted and persecuting court, the principal 
minister was accused of a secret aversion to the Christian faith, and was 
supposed to entertain the sentiments of an atheist and a Piigan, vvhicii 
have been imputed, inconsistently enough, to the last philosophers of 
Greece. His avarice was more clearly proved and more sensibly felt. 
If he were swayed by gifts in the administration of Justice, the example 
of Bacon will affain occur ; nor can the merit of Tribonian atone for 
his baseness, if ho degraded the sanctity of his profession ; and if laws 
were every day enacted, modihed, or repealed, for the base considera- 
tion of his private emolument. In the sedition of Constantinople, his 
removal was granted to the clamours, perhaps to the just indignation, 
of the people ; but the ouiestor was speedily restored, and till the hour 
of his death, he possessed, above twenty years, the favour and confidence 
of the emperor. His passive and dutiful submission has been honoured 
with the praUe of Justinian himself, whoso vanity was incapable of dis- 
cerning how often that submission degenerated into the grossest adu- 
lation. Tribonian adored the virtues oi his gracious master : the earth 
was unworthy of such a prince ; and he affifected a pious fear, tliat J us- 
tinian, like Elijah or Romulus, Mould be snatched into the air, and 
translated alive to the mansions of celestial glorv.(l) 

If Caesar had achieved the reformation of the Iloman law, his creative 
genius, enlightened by reflection and study, M^oultl have given to the 
world a pure and original system of jurisprudence. Wliatever flattery 
might suggest, the emperor of the cast was afraid to establisli his pri- 
vate judgment as the standard of equity : in the possession of legis- 
lative power, he borrowed the aid of time and opinion ; and his labori- 
ous compilations are guarded by the sages and legislators of past times. 
Instead of a statue cast in a simple momd by the hand of an artist, the 
works of Justinian represent a tcsselated pavement of antique and 
costly, but too often of incoherent, fragments. In the first year of Ins 
reign, he directed the faithful Tribonian, and nine learned associates, 
to revise the ordinances of his predecessors, as they were contained, 
since the time of Hadrian, in the Gregorian, Hermogeninn, and The- 
odosian codes ; to purge the errors and contradictions, to retrench 
whatever was obsolete or superfluous, and to select the wise and salu- 
tary laws best adapted to the practice of the tribunals and the ii* c of 
his subjects. The work was accomplished in fourteen months ; and the 
twelve books or tables, which* the new decemvirs nroduced, might lie 
designed to imitate the labours of their Iloman preaecessors. The new 
CODE of Justinian was honoured with Ixis name, and confirmed by his 
royal signature : authentic transcripts were multiplied by the pens of 
notaries and scribes ; they were transmitted to the mai^istrates of the 
European, the Asiatic, and aftmrwards the African provinces; and tho 
law of the empire was proclaimed on solemn festivals at the doors of 

(1) This story U related by Uesycbiiit (de Vlris IlltistribiiO, Procopius (Anredut. c. xui 
nnd Siudaa (tom. hi. p. 501.). Such flattery is incredible i 

NIfail est quod creJerc de se 

Non poterit ciun inudatur Diis seqna potestas 

Fohtenclle (tons. p. 59—59.} has ridiculed tl.e Impudence of the modest But the 

same roiiteuelle placet tbe king above the divine Aiignstiis; and the sage (loileaii has not 
blushed to My—** Le destin d set yeux n'nseroU balancer.*’ Yet neiiber Augustus nor Louis 
XIV. were fools. 
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('hurehes. A more arduous operation was still behind : to extract the 
spirit of jurisprudence from the decisions and conjectures^ the questions 
and disputes^ of the Roman dvilians. Seventeen lawyers^ wi^ Tribo- 
nian at their hcfid^ were appointed by the emperor to exercise an absolute 
jurisdiction over the works of their predecessors. If they had obeyed 
his commands in ten veara^ Justinian would have been satlsded with 
their diligence ; and their rapid composition of the nioGST or pan- 
nrcTs/1) in three years, will deserve nraise ov censure, according to the 
merit of the execution. From the library of Tribonian, they chose 
forty, the most eminent civilians of former times ^2) two thousand 
treatises were comprised in an abridgment of fifty books ; and it has 
been carefully recorded, that three millions of lines or sentences (3) 
were reduced, in this abstract, to the moderate number of one hundred 
and fifty thousand. The edition of this great work was delayed a nioutii 
after that of the institutes ; and it seemed reasonable that the ele- 
ments should precede the digest of the Roman law. As soon as the em- 
peror had approved their lalxiurs, he ratified, by his legislative power, 
the speculations of these private citizens ; their commentaries on the 
twelve tables, the perpetufil edict, the laws of the people, and the de- 
crees of the senate, succeeded to the authority of the text ; and the 
text was abandoned, as a useless, though venerable, relic of antiquity. 
The Code, the Pandects, and the Institutes, were declared to be the 
legitimate system of civil jurisprudence ; they alone were admitted in 
the tribunals, and they alone were taught in the academies of Rome, 
Constantinople, and Berytus. Justinian addressed to the senate and 
provinces his eternal oracles ; and his pride^ under the mask of piety, 
ascribed the consummation of this great design to the support and in- 
spiration of t he Deity. 

Since the emperor declined the fame and envy of original composition, 
we can only require at his hands, method, dioice, and fidelity, the hum- 
ble, though indispensable, virtues of a c>ompiIer. Among the various 
combinations of ideas, it is difficult to assign any reasonable preference ; 
but as the order of Justinian is different in his three works, it is possi- 
ble that all may be wrong ; and it is certain that two cannot be right. 
Ill the selection of ancient laws, he seems to have viewed his predeces- 
sors with jealousy, and with equal regard : the series could not ascend 
above the reign of Hadrian, ana the narrow distinction of Paganism and 
(’hristianity, introduced by the superstition of Theodosius, had been 
abolished by the consent of mankind. But the jurisprudence of the 
Pandects iwS circumscribed within a period of a hundred years, from the 
perpetual edict to the death of Severus Alexander ; the civilians who 
lived under the first Caesars, are seldom ^rmitted to speak, and only 
three names can be attributed to the age of the repubRc. The favourito 
of Justinian (it has been fiercely urged) was feanul of encountering the 
light of freedom and the gravity of the Roman sages. Tribonian con- 
demned to oblivion the genuine and native wisdom of Cato, the Sc®- 
vol.Ts, and Sulpicius ; whSe he invoked spirits more congenial to his own, 

(1) n»i^eKTai (general receivers) w;is a comniAn title of tb« Greek mUcenutUs fPIlii. 
rraitat ad Hist. Natur.). Ibe di^esta of Scsevnia, Marcelliutts, Ceisus, were tiraedy flunlltar 
io Uie clviiianR : bat Justttiiati was in the wtonc wben be used tbe two appeJIatlona as syuo. 
nynooiis Is the word Pandects Greek or Latltt— mascultiie or feminine f TJie dillsent Brenefc- 
inan will tiot presnine to decide these mouientous controversies (Hist. Pandect, p. 300— ^304.). 

(2) Aiigeliis Volitianus (lib v. Epist. uU ) reckons thirty seven (p 192—900.) ovihana 
quoted itt the Pandects— a learned, and, for hla times, an Cktraordinary bst. The Greek liulex 
tu the Pandects eitonierates tbirty-nine ; and forty are prodiiMd by the Indelktigable Fkbrp 
ciuB (Bibliot Graec. lorn, lil- p. 488— 502.) ^iitoniiiits Augustas (de Noirilnlbirs Propriis; 
Pandect apad Lndewig, p. 983.) is said to bare added Shy^onr names ; biit tbey must be 
vague or seconddiand references. 

(3) The Xrtxot of the Ancients MSS. may be strictly defined as sentences or periods of a 
complete sense, which, on the breadth of the parebrueot rolls or volumes, eomposed as many 
lines of unequal lenatb. The iinmber ofXrix'o tn each book served as a check on the errors 
of the scribes (Ltidewig. p. 2U-215. (and his original Suther Sulcer. Tbeiuir, EeeltiliaU 
tom. I. p. 1021-1036.). 
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the Syrians, Gieeks, and Africans, who. docked to the imperial court to 
study Latin as a forei^ tongue, and jurisnrudence as a lucrative pro- 
fession But the ministers of Justinian (I ; were instructed to labour, 
not for the curiosity of antiquarians, but for the immediate benefit of 
his suMects. It was their duty to select the useful and practicable parts 
of the Koman law ; and the writings of the old republicans, however 
curious or excellent, were no longer suited to the new system of man- 
ners, religion, and government, rerhaps, if the preceptors and friends 
of Cicero were still alive, our candour would acknowledge, that, except 
in writy of language,(2) their intrinsic merit was excelled by the school 
of Papinian and Ulpian. 'i'he science of the laws is the slow growth of 
time and experience, and the advantage both of method and materials 
is naturally assumed by the most recent authors. The civilians of the 
reign of tne Antonines had studied the works of their predecessors : 
their philosophic spirit had mitigated the rigour of antiquity, simplified 
the forms of proceeding, and emerged from the jeidousy and prejudice 
of the rival sects. The choice of the authorities that compose the Ihni- 
dects, depended on the judgment of Trihoni^n ; but the power of his 
sovereign could not absolve him from the sacn d obligations of tnith and 
fidelity. As the legislator of the empire, Justinian might repeal the 
acts of the Antonines, or condemn, as seditious, the free principles, 
which were maintained by the last of the Roman lawyers (3) But the 
existence of past facts is placed beyond the reach of despotism ; and the 
emperor was guilty of fraud and forgery, when he corrujited the inte- 
grity of their text, inscribed with their •'^enerable names the words and 
ideas of his servile reign,(i) and suppressed, by the hand of powder, the 
pure and authentic copies of their sentiments. The changes and inter- 
polations of Tribonian and his colleagues are excused by the pretence 
of uniformity : but their cares have been insufficient, and the antinomxeSf 
or contradictions of the Code and Pandects, still exercise the patience 
and subtlety of modem civilians. (5; 

A rumour devoid of evidence has been propagated by the enemies of 
Justinian ; that the jurisprudence of ancient Rome was reduced to ashes 
by the author of the Pandects, from the vain ])ersuasion, that it was 
now either false or superfluous. Without usurping an office so invidi- 
ous, the emperor might safely commit to ignorance and time the ac- 
complishment of this destructive wish. Before the invention of printing 
and paper, the labour and the materials of writing could be purchased 
only by th^ rich ; and it may reasonably be computed, that the price of 
books was a hundred fold their present value. (6) Copies were slowly 
multiplied and cautiously renewed : the hopes of profit tempted tlie sa- 


(1) An imcenloUB and learned oration of ScfauUiiiHfhis (JurispnideutU Ante-Jusiiuianm, p. 
8S3— 907 } JuBtifles the choice of Ttlbonian, asainst the pasBionate cli«ii?cs of Francis H tto- 
uifin and bis Bcctaries 

(2) Strip away the crust of Tribonian, an^ allow fur the use of technical %vords, and the Lhmii 
of the Pandects will be found not unworthy of the silvei aite. It has been vehemently at 
tacked by LaurentiiiB Valla, a fhatidious grammarian of the fifteenth century, and by his apo 
legist Floridus Sahinns. It has been defended by Atciat and a nameless advocate (most pro- 
bably James Capelins). Their various treatises are ctvllected by Ouker (Opiisciila de Lad- 
iiitate veteruni Jurisconsoltoniin, Liigd Bat. 17S1> in 12mo.) 

(3) Nomina qnidem veteribus servavlmus, legum autem veritatem nosiraui tecimna. Ilaque 
slqiiid erat in illis seditiosuni, mnita autem talla eraiit Ibl repusita, hoc dectsiiiii estet deflni- 
tum, et in pcrsplcnuin finetii deducta eit qnseqae lex (Cod. JusilBlan. lib. f. tit. xvil, leg. in. 
no. 10.). A hank confession ' 

(i) The number of these emblemata (a polite name for forgeries) is much reduced by Ryiik- 
erslioek (in the tour last books of bis observations), who poorly matnuins the right of Justi- 
nian aud the dirty of Tnbonlao. ^ 

(5) I be antlrnoniet, or opposite laws of the Code and Pandects, are sometimes the cause, 
and often the excuse, of the glorlnns uncertainty the civil law, which so often affords what 
Montague calla ** Questions pom I'Aml.’' See a fine passage of Franclscns Balduinus in Jus* 
tiufan (lib ii. p. tSB, Ac. spud Ludewpj, p 393, 306 ). 

(6) When Fust, or Fanstus. sold at Paris hts first printed btbles as manuscripts, the price 
of a parchment copy was reduced from tour or five hundred to sixty, fifty, and forty crowns. 
The public was at first pleased with the cheapness, and at length provoked by the discovery 
of the fraud, (Mattalre, Antial. Typograpli. tom. i. p if. first edition.) 
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oril<^ou6 scribes to erase tbe characters of antiquity^ and Sophocles or 
Tacitus were obliged to re^i^ the parchment to missals^ liomilies, and 
the golden l6gena.(l) If such was the fate of the most beautiful com- 
positions of genius^ what stability could be expected for the dull and 
barren works of an obsolete science ? The Imoks of jurisjnnidence were 
interesting to few, and entertaining to none ; their value was connected 
with present use, and they sunk for ever as soon as that use was super- 
seded by the innovations of fashion, superior merit, or public authority. 
1 n the age of peace and learning, between Cicei'o and the last of the 
Antoni lies, many losses had been already sustained, and some lumina- 
ries of the school, or Forum, were known only to the curious by tradi- 
tion and report. Three hundred and sixty years of disorder and decay 
accelerated the progress of oblivion ; and it may fairly be presumed, 
that of the writings, which J ustinian is accused of neglecting, many 
were no longer to be found in the libraries of the east.(2) The copies 
of Papiniun or Ulpian, which the reformer had proscribe, were deemed 
unworthy of future notice ; the twelve "tables, and prsetorian edict in- 
sensibly vanished, and the monuments of ancient Rome were neglected 
or destroyed by the envy and ignorance of the Greeks. Even the Pan- 
dects themselves have escaped with difficulty and danger from the com- 
mon shipwreck, and criticism has pronounced, that all the editions and 
manuscripts of the west are derived from one origmal.(3) It yas tran- 
scribed at Constantinople the beginning of the seventh century, (4) was 
successively transported by the accidents of war and commerce to Amal- 
phi,(5) Pisa,(6) and Florence,(7) and is now deposited as a sacred re- 
lic (8) in the ancient palace of the republic (9) 

It is the first care of a reformer to prevent any future reformation. 
To maintain the text of the Pandects, the Institutes, and the Code, the 
use of ciphers and abbreviations was rigorouslv proscribed ; and as Jus- 


(1) TliM execrable practice prevailed from (lie eigliJi, and more especiafly fiom Uic twelfth, 
century, when it became almost iiniveisal (Motittancon, lu the Memolrea de J'Academie, 
tom. vr p. 606, &c, Ribliotheque Kaisoimee dc la Oipiomatique, tom i. p. 17&) 

(^) Poinponins (Pandect, lib. I. tit. ii. leg. ti.) observes, that of the three founders of the 
civil law, Miicius, Brutus, and Manillus, extant voluiiilna, scripta Maoilii monumenui ; tliat of 
some old republican lawyers, htec versantnr eoriini scripta iiitermaiius iioinliiuiit. Eight of 
the Aiigtisun sages were reduced to a compendium : of Lnacelliua, scripto non extant sed 
uiius Jiber, &c. * of Trebatius, iiiinns frequeiitatitur . of Tiibero, lllira paruui grati aunt. 
Many quotations in the Pandects are derived fi-om books which Tribonian never saw ; and in 
the long peiiodfrom the seventh to the thirteenth century of Koine, the apparent reading ot 
the moderns successively depends on the knowledge and veracity of Clieir predecessors. 

(3) All, In several iiistaiices, repeat the errors of the scribe and the transpositions of some 
leaves In the Florentine Pandects. This fhet if it be tiue, is decisive. Yet the PandecM arc 
quoted by Ivo of Chartres (who died in 1117), by Theobald, archbishop of Canterbury, and 
by Vi«carlus, our first professor, lii the year iHO (Seldeu ad Fletam. c. 7. tom li. d. 1030— 
1UK5.>. Have our British MSS of the Pandects been collated ? 

( I) See the description of this original in Brencfcinaii (Hiu. Pandect. Floreiit lib. i. c. 2,3. 
p 4—17. and lib. ii.), Politiaii, an enthusiast,, revered It as the authentic standard of Justi* 
Ilian himself (p. 4C^, 40h ) , but Uiis paradox is refuted by the abbreviations of the Ploren’ 
tine MS. (lib. il. c.3. p. 117->]30). It Is composed of two quarto volumes with large mar. 
gins, on a thin parchment, and the Latin characters betray the hand of a Greek scribe. 

(5) Hreiickinati, at the end of his history, has Inserted two dissertations on the republic of 
Ainalphi, and the Pisnu war in the year 1185, &c. 

(6) The discovery ot the Pandects at Amaipbl (A. 0. 1137.), is first noticed (in 1501) by 
Liidovicus Bologiitiiiis (Breiickmaii, lib. i. c. 11. p 73, 74. lib. Iv. c. 3 p. 4l7'-*43St) on the 
fkith’Of a Pisan cfaronicte (p. 409, 410.), without a name or a date. 1 be niiole story, thotiith 
unknown to the twelfth century, embellished by ignorant ages, and suspected by rigid criti- 
cism, is not, however, destitute of mnch internal probahiJity (lib. i. c. 4—8. p. 17—50 ). ibe 
Li her Pandectarum of Pisa was uiidoiihtedly consulted in the fourteenth century by the great 
Baitolus (p 406, 407. See lib. i c 9 p. 50—62.). 

(7) Pisa was taken by the Florentines in the year 1106, and in 1411 the Pandects were 
transported to the tapital. 'I hese events are aiitheiuic and fhniotts 

(8) They were now bound ni pnrple, deposited in a rirl* casket, and shewn to curious 
travellers by ttie monks and magistrates bareheaded, and with lighted tapers rBreuckman, 
lib. i. c. 10-12. p 62- 93.). 

(9) After the collAtions of Politian, Bologiiinus, and Antoninns Angnstlnns, and the splen- 
did edition of the Pandects by Tanrelltis Hu 1551), Henry Breuckuian, a Imtchman, under* 
took a pilgrimage to Ftoicnee, where be emploved several years in the study of a single ma* 
nuscript. His Historia Pandectarum Fh-rentinoruiii (Utrecht, 1722, in quaito), though a 
monument ot industry, is a small poiiiou of his oiigtiial design* 
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tinian recollected^ that the perpetual edict bad been buried under the 
weight of commentators^ he uenounced the punishment of forgery 
against the rash civilians who should presume to interpret or pervert 
the will of their sovereign. The scholars of Accursius, of Biirtolus^ of 
Cujacius, should blush for their accumulated guilt, unless they dare to 
dispute his right of binding the authority of his successors, and the na- 
tive freedom of the mind. But the emperor was unable to lix his own 
inconstancy ; and, while he boasted of renewing the exchange of Dio- 
mede, of transmuting brass into gold,n) lie discovered the necessity of 
purifying his gold from the mixture ot baser alloy. Six }'ears had not 
elapsed from the publication of the Code, before he condemned the im- 
perfect attempt, by a new and more accurate edition of the same work, 
whicli he enriched with two hundred of his own laws, and fifty decisions 
of the darkest and more intrie^ite points of jurisprudence. Every year, 
or, according to Procopius, each day of his long reign, was niarWl by 
some legal innovation. Many of his acts were rescinded by himself*; 
many were rejected by his successors, many have been obliterated by 
time; but the number of sixteen edicts, and one Inindred and sixty- 
eight K0VE]:.a,(3) Has been admitted into the authentic body of the civil 
jurisprudence. In the opinion of a philosopher, superior to the preju- 
dices of his profession, these incessant, ana for the most part triiling, 
alterations, can he only ex})Iained by the venal spirit of a pi ince, who 
sold without shame his judgments and his hiws.(3) The charge of the 
secret historian is indeed explicit and vehement ; but the sole instance, 
which he produces, may be ascribed to the devotion as well as to the 
avarice of Justinia A wealthy bigot had bequeathed his inheritance 
to the church of Emesa ; and its v^ue was enhanced by tlie dextenty 
of an artist, who subscribed confessions of debt and promises of pay- 
ment with the names of the richest Syrians. They pleaded the esta- 
blished prescription of thirty or forty years ; but their defence was over- 
ruled by a retrospective edict, w'hich extended the claims of the church 
to the term of a century ; an edict so pregnant with injustice and dis* 
order, that after serving this occjisioual purpose, it was prudently abo- 
lished in the same reign.(4) If candour will acquit the emperor himself, 
and transfer the corruption to his wife and favourites, the suspicion of 
so foul a vice must still degrade the majesty of his laws : and the advo- 
cates of Justinian may acknowledge, that such levity, whatsoever be the 
motive, is unworthy of a legislator and a man. 

Monarchs seldom condescend to become the preceptors of their sub- 
jects ; and some praise is due to Justinian, by whose command an ample 
system was reduced to a short and elementary treatise. Among the va- 
rious institutes of the Roman law,(5) those of Caius(6) were the xnost 
popular in the east and west ; and their use may hn considered as an 

(1) Xfjvvceif iKarofxfiot tvvea/3otwp aputl Hoineriim pHti*m omnU virfiHis 

rrsefat. ad l^ndect ) A Hue of Milton idr Tasso would surpnso ns lu an act of pariianimt. 
Oiias omnia obtiiiere saiicimus in omn^ aevum. Of tiic first code, be sajs {?d unefat;, 
aiternum valiturum Man and for ever! 

(S) Novella is a classic atUective, but a barbarous substnntive (Ludewig. p. 24^,), histinian 
never collected them himself: the nipe collatiotis. the leipil standard of modem tribunals, con- 
gists of ninety'eiaht novels; but the number w<is increased by the dingcnce of JuIkui, 
Haloandef,aud Contins (Uidewtg, p. S49. St58. Aleman. Not. in Aiiecdot. p 98. 

(3) Montesquieu, Considerations sur la Grandeur ei la Decadence des Romanis, c. SO. tCm. 
iii p. 50i. In iio On this occasion he throws aside the gown and cap of a president k Mottirr. 

(4) Procopius, Anecdot. c. 2S. A similar privilege was granted to the church of Rume 
(Novel 9.}. For the geiiehii lepealof these mischievous iiidiilgeiices, see novel. 111. and 
edict. 5. 

(5) I.actautiu8, in bis Institutes of Christianity, an elegant and specious work, proposes to 

imitate the title and method of the civilians, f^ldam pnidentes ec arbitri asqultatts lustitii- 
tioiics Civilis Juris composltas edideront (lustUut. Divlii. lib. i. c. 1.}. Such as Dlpun, Paul. 
Florentlus, Marciaii. ^ ^ ^ , 

(6) The mipcror Justinian calls him suum, though he died before the end of the second ceii 
lury. His Institutes are quoted by Servtus, Boethius, Prlscian, &c and the Epitome by trian 
IS still extant; (see the prolegomena and notes to the edition of Schultini;, in the Jnnsptti 
dciitu Aiite-Justmiaiiea, Lugd. Bat. 1717- lleliieccitis, Hist J. R. no. 313. Ludewig, in Vit. 
Just, p 199 ) 
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evidence of their merit. They were selected by the imperiid delegates^ 
Tribonian, Theophilus, and Dorotheus : nnd tlie i^i^eedom and punty of 
the Antonincs was incrusted with the coai*ser materials of a degenerate 
a^e. The same volume which introduced the youth of RomOj Constant 
tinople, and Berytus, to the gi iidual study of the Code and Pandects, is 
still precious to the historian^ the philosopher, and the magistrate. The 
iNSTiTUT£S of Jtistinian are divided into four books; they proceed, 
with no contemptible method, from, I. Persotutf to II. Things^ and from 
things, to III. Actions; and the article IV. of PrhuU Wrongs^ is ter- 
minated by the principles of Criminal Laws* ^ 

I. The dictiiiction of ranks and persons^ is the firmed basis of a mixed 
and limited government. In France, the remains of liberty are kej>t 
alive by the spirit, the honours, and even the prejudices, of fifty tliou- 
sand nobles ( i ) Two hundred families supjdy, in lineal descent, the se- 
cond branch of the English legislature, which maintiuns, between tlie 
king and commons, the balance of the constitution. A ^adation of pa- 
tricians and plebeians, of strangers and subjects, has supported the Aris- 
tocracy of Genoa, Venice, and ancient Rome. The perfect equality of 
men is the point in which the extremes of democracy and despotism are 
confounded, since the majesty of the prince or people would be ofiended, 
if any heads were exalted above the level of tneir fellow-aiaves or fel- 
low-citirens. In the decline of the Homan empire, the proud distinc- 
tions of the republic were gradually abolished, and the reason or instinct 
of Justinian completed the simple form of an absolute monarchy. The 
emperor could not eradicate the popular reverence whicJi always waits 
on the possession of hereditary wealth, or the memory of famous ances- 
tors. He delighted to honour with titles and emoluments, his generals, 
magistrates, and senators ; and his precarious indolence communicated 
home rays of their glory to the persons of their wives and children. 
But in the eye of the law, all Roman citizens were and all sub- 

jects of the empire were citizens of Rome. That inestimable character 
was degraded to an obsolete and empty name. The voice of a Roman 
could no longer enact his laws, or ci*eate the annual ministers of his 
)>nwer ; his constitutional rights might have checked the arbitrary will 
of a master ; and the bold adventurer from Germany or Arabia was 
admitted, with equal favour, to the civil and militfiry command, which 
the citizen alone had been once entitled to assume over the conquests of 
his lathers. The first C;esars had scrupulously guarded the distinction 
of ingenuous and servile birth, which was decided by the condition of the 
mother ; and the candour of the laws was satisfied, if her freedom could 
be ascertained during a single moment between the conception and the 
delivery. The slaves who were liber.ited by a generous master imme- 
fiiately entered into the middle class of libertines or freedmen : but they 
4vjuld never be enfranchised from the duties of obedience and gratitude : 
whatever w'ere the fruits of their industry, their patron and his family 
inherited the third part ; or even the v hole of tneir fortune, if they 
died without children and without a testament. Justinian respected 
the rights of patrons ; but his indulgence removed the badge of dis- 
grace from the two inferior orders of freedmen : whoever ceased to bo 
a slave, obtained without reserve or delaj^, the station of a citizen ; and 
at len^h the dignity of an ingenious birth, which nature bad refused, 
was created, or supposed bv the omnipotence of the emperor. What- 
ever restraints of age, or forms, or numbers, had been formerl^^ intro- 
duced to clieck the abuse of manumissions, and the too rapid increase 
of vile and indigent Romans, he finally abolished ; and the spirit of his 

(1) See the Aniialea roUtlqaes de Talib^ de St Cierre, tom. i. p who date$ iti the year 
1735. The mo&i aiicleut families claim ifflinetiionai posseasiou amis and Oefs. Since 
the crusades, some, the most truly respectable, have been created by the king, for merit and 
services. I he iccent and vuiiiar crowd la derived from the multUade of olHcea without 
trust or diuuity, iviiicli coiiuiiualiy ennoble the wealthy plebeians. 
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laws promoted the extinction of domestic servitude. Yet the eastern 
provinces were filled^ in the time of Justinian, with multitudes of slaves, 
either born or purchased for the use of their masters ; and the price, 
from ten to seventy pieces of gold, wae determined by their age, their 
strength, and their eaucation.( 1 ) But the hardships of this dependant 
state were continually diminished by the influence of government and 
reli^on ; and the pride of a subject was no longer elated by his absolute 
dominion over the life and happiness of his bondsman. (2) 

The law of nature instructs most animals to cherish and educate their 
infant progeny. The law of reason inculcates to the human species the 
returns of that piely. But the exclusive, absolute, and perpetual do- 
minion of the father over his children, is peculiar to the Roman juris- 
prudence,(3) and seems to be coeval with the foundation of the city.f 4) 
The paternal power was instituted or confirmed by Romulus himself ; 
and after the practice of three centuries, it was inscribed on the fourth 
table of the decemvirs. Jn the Porum, the senate, or the camp, the 
adult son of a Roman citizen enjoyed the public and private rights of a 
nerson: in his father's house, he was a mere thtnrf ; confounded by the 
Jaws with the moveables, the cattle, and the slaves, whom the capricious 
master might alienate or destroy without being responsible to any eartlily 
tribunal. The hand which bestowed the daily sustenance might resume 
the voluntary gift, and whatever was acquired by the labour or fortune 
of the son, was impiediatel^ lost in the property of the father. His 
stolen goods (his oxen or his children) might be recovered by the same 
action of theft ;(5) and if either had been guilty of a trespass, it was in 
his own option to compensate the damage, or resign to the injured 
party the obnoxious animal. At the call of indigence or avarice, the 
master of a family could dispose of his children or his slaves. But tiie 
condition of the slave was far more advantageous, since he regained by 
the first manumission his alienated freedom : the son was again re* 
stored to his unnatural father ; he might be condemned to servitude a 
second and third time, and it was not till after the third sale and deli- 
verance,(0) that he was enfranchised from the domestic power which 
bad been so repeatedly abused. Acedvding to his discretion, a father 
might chastise the real or imaginary faults of his children, by stripes, 
bv imprisonment, by exile, by sending them to the country to work in 
chains among the meanest of his servants. I'he majesty of a parent 
was armed with the power of life and death ;( 7) and the examples of 
such bloody executions, which were sometimes praised and never pu- 


(1) If the option of a stave was beqiieatbetl to several tiu'y ilicu lots, and tie 

losers were entitled to their share of his value, ivu pieces of Rold foi a coiiinioti servant or 
maid under ten years, if above that age. twenty ; if they knew a trade, thtity; notaries or 
writers, fifty ; nildwives or physicians, sixty; ennnctis under ten ye.nv, thiity pieces • ibove, 
fifty; If ttadesnieii, seventy (Cod. ith vi. tit. xliil. leg. iii ). These legal prices arc geae^ 
raify below those of the market • * 

(4) For tlie state of slaves and freedmen, see Ins'itnies, hb. 1 tit -S, hb !i. tit i\. lih. 
III. tit. viil. 9. Pandects or Digest, lib i. tit . 6 lib xxvvlii tit 1-4 and (he whole of uie 
fortieth book : Code, lib vi. tit. 4,6. Jib vii ut. t—So Be it henreforn urd understood that, 
with the original text, of t>.e institutes and 1 andecis, the correspofdent aiticlev in the Anti- 
quities and Elements ot Ifeiiieccins are implicitly qinued ; and with Ihe twenty-seven tirst 
books of the Pandects, the learned and rational l oiiimetitarles of Oeraid Noodt (Opera, tom. 
II p 1—690. the end. Cugd. Bat. 1744 ). 

(3) .See the patrU pote*^ta In the institutes (lib I. tit 9.), the Pandects (lili. i. tit. d, 7.) 
and the Code (lib viii tit. 47 —dd.). Jus poteshitis qimd in litierns biibeiiins propriiiin est 
rivtum Roinaiiuriita. Nu'lli eiiim alii sinit lioiniiies. qiii talem in liberos habeant puteslatem 
qtialeln nos liabemns. 

(4) Uioitysius Hal. Hb. il p S-l 95. Gravina (Opp. p. S86.) produces the woids of the 
twelve tables. Papinlan (in collatioue l.eguni Koinaii. et Moaairaruin. tit. iv. p. 204 ) styles 
this patria potestai IS, lex regia . Dipian (ad .Sabin, lih xxvi. in Pandeci. lib I. tit. vi leg. 
viii.) says.jna poteatatis nioiibus recvpintn; and futlosus filiiim lu potestate iMbebit. How 
racred— or rather, how absurd ' 

(5) Pandect, iib alviil tit. ii leg. xiv. no 13. leg xxxvili. no. 1 .Such was tl.c decision 
of I'lpian and Pawl. 

(fi) the trtiia maiicipatu') ixiiiosl clear y defined by Dlpiaii (Fragment, x p. Vjl, edit. 
Hclnilling), and best lUnsuated In tbe Aatit|»iiics of lletncccins 

(7; By Jnstiiuaii, the ntd law', the pih neitb ot the KoitMii latlit'r (liisutut. iib tv (it. fx. 
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nished^ may be traced in the annals of Rome^ beyond the tlmeH of 
Pompey ana Augustus. Neither nor rank, nor the consular office, 
nor the honours of a triumph, could exempt the most illustnous citi^u 
from the bonds of filial subjection :(1) his own descendants were included 
in the family of their common ancestor ; and the claims of adoption 
were not less sacred or less rigorous than those of nature. Without 
fear, though not without danger of abuse, the Roman legislators had 
reposed an unbounded confidence in the sentiments of paternal love ; 
and the oppression was tempered by the assurance, that each generation 
must succeed in its turn to the awful dignity of parent and master. 

The first limitation of paternal power is ascribed to the justice and 
humanity of Numa : and the maid, who, with his father's consent, had 
espoused a freeman, was protected fiom the disgrace of becoming the 
wife of a slave. In the first ages, when tne city was pressed, and often 
famished by her Latin and Tuscan neighbours, the sale of children might 
he a frequent practice^; but as a Roman could not legidly uurchase the 
liberty of his fellow^-citizen, the market must gr^idually rail, and the 
trade would be destroyed by the conouests of the republic. An imper- 
fect ri^ht of property was at length communicated to sons ; and tlie 
tliree-fold distinction of project tons, adventitioue, and professional, was 
ascertained by the jurisprudence of the Code and Pandect9.(2) Of all 
that proceeded from the father, he imparted only the use, and reserved 
the absolute dominion ; yet if his goods w'ere sold, the filial porti(»n was 
excepted, by a favourable interpretation, from the demands of the cre- 
ditors. In whatever accrued by marriage, gift^ or collateral succession, 
the property was secured to the son ; but the father, unless he had been 
specially excluded, enjoyed the usufruct during his life. As a just and 
prudent reward of military virtue, the spoils of the enemy were acquired, 
possessed, and bequeathed by the soldier alone ; and the fair analogy 
was extended to the emoluments of any liberal profession, the salary of 
public service, and the sacred libenilitv of the emperor or the empress. 
The life of a citizen wiis less exposed tnan his fortune to the abuse of 
paternal power. Yet his life might be adverse to the interest or pas- 
sions of an ur worthy father : the same crimes that flowed from the cor- 
ruption, were more sensibly felt by llie humanity, of the Augustan age ; 
and the cruel Erixo, who whipped his son till he expired, was saved by 
the emperor from the just fury of the multitude.(3) The Roman father, 
from the licence of servile dominiun, wius reduced to the gravity and 
moderation of a judge. The presence and opinion of Augustus con- 
firmed the sentence of exile pronounced against an intentional parricide 
bv the domestic tribunal of Ariiis. Hadrian triuisported to an island 
the jealous parent, who, like a robber, had seized the opportunity ot 
hunting, to assassinate a youth, the incestuous lover of nis step-mo- 
ther.(4) A private jurisdiction is repugnant to the s[)irit oi mo- 
naichy ; the parent was again reduced from a judge to an accuser; and 
the magistrates w'ere enjoined by Severus Alexander to hear Jus com- 

iio. 7 ; 18 reported and reptobated. Some legal vcatiges are left in ibe Pandecta (lib xliii. 
ut \\\\. log 111 . no 4 ) and tlie Coli.ttio Legnm Koinaiiarnm et Miisdirarum (tiU il. no. 3. 
p 189 ). 

(1) Evcfpt on public occasions, and in tiie actual exercise of his ofRce. In piiblicis hn is 
.lUpio inijiioribns, utqiie attionilnis patrnin, Jura cum fllioiuin qui in magistratii sunt, iMttosia- 
tibns collata iiitert|iiiosrert; paiilnltini et connlveie, &c. Aul. Gellius, Noctes Atrkcai, li. 9.) 
t'iie lessons of the philosopher Iannis were instilled hy the old and tiiemorahle example of 
I .linns and we may couleinpUte ilie snine story In the 8t}le of Uvy and the hoiiiely 

idtoin of Ciandins Quadngaiins the annalist. 

C^) See the gradual eiilargcinetit and security of the tlltal pecnliiini in the Institutes (lib. ii. 
tji. IX ), the Pandects flih. xv tit I. lib, \ll. til. I ) and the Code (lib. iv. tit. 2fi, H.). 

(3) liic examples of FrKo and Arius are related by Seneca (de (.‘temeiitia, 1. 14, IS.) the 
forinci wuh horror, the latter with applause. 

(1) Onod l.nronis niagis qiiarii patiis Jure einii Interfecit, iiain patria potestas In pietate 
deiiet non tti ai!ocit.ite consisteie (Martian, liiitUut. lib xiv. iii Pandect. Ub. xiviil tit. ix. 

hg V) 
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plaints and execute his sentence. He could no longer take the life of a 
Bon without incurring the guilt and punishment of murder; and the 

{ )ains of parricide, from which he had been exempted by the Pompeian 
aw, were finally inflicted by the justice of €onstantine.(l) The same 
protection was due to every period of existence : and reason must ap« 
plaud the humanity of Paufus, for imputing the crime of murder to the 
father, who strangles, or starves, or abandons his new-born infant ; or 
exposes him in a public place to find the mercy which he himself had de- 
nied. But the exposition of children was the prevailing and stubborn vice 
of antiquity ; it was sometimes practised, often permitted, almost always 
practised with iitipunity, by the nations who never entertained the Ho- 
man ideas of paternal power ; and the dramatic poets, who appeal to the 
human heart, represent with indifference a popular custom which was 
palliated by the motives of economy and commpassion.(52) If the father 
could subdue his own feelings, he might escape, thougli not the censure, 
at least the chastisement, of the laws : and the Homan empire was 
stained with the blood of infants, till such murders were included, by 
Valenti man and his colleagues, in the letter and spirit of the Cornelian 
law. The lessons of jurisprudence (3) and Christianity had been insuffi- 
cuent to eradicate this inhuman practice, till their gentle infiuence was 
fortified by the terrors of capital punishment.(i) 

Experience has proved, that savages are the tyrants of the female 
sex, and that the condition of woihen is usually softened by the refine- 
ments of social life. In the hope of a robust progeny, Lycurgus bad 
delayed the season of marriage ; it was fixed b^ Numa at the tender age 
of twelve years, that the Homan husband might educate to his a ill a 
pure and obedient yirgia.(.5} According to the custom of antiquity, he 
nought his bride of her parents, and she fulfilled the coemptionj by pur- 
chasing with three pieces of copper, a just introduction to his liouse and 
household deities. A sacrifice ox fruits was offered by the })ontiiFs in the 
presence of ten witnesses ; the contracting parties were seated on the 
same slieepskin ; they tasted a salt cake of far or rice ; and this confar^ 
t cation A 6) which denoted the ancient food of Italy, served as an em- 
blem of their mystic union of mind and body. But this union on the 
side of the woman was rigorous and unequal ; and she renounced the 
name and worship of her fatlier's house, to embrace a new servitude, de- 
corated only by the title of adoption. A fiction of the law, neither ra- 
tional nor elegant, bestowed on the mother of a family (7) (her proper 

(1) TIm Pompeian and Cornettan laws dc sicariis and paracidis, are rcpeaeeil, or rather 
ahrldged, with the last snpplemetits ef Alexander Severus, Constantine, and Vnlejiiitilnii, In 
the Pandects (irb. xlvlii. tit. 8, 9.)> and Code (lib lx. tit 16, 17 ). hee likeu'Ise the I he- 
odosiHii Code (lib. lx iit. xi. 15.), with Godelroy’s Comincittary (toiiu lii p 81 113), wln> 
pours a Hood of ancient and modern Icanima over these penal laws. 

(2) When the threinea of Terence reproaches tils wife for not ol)e>’ng ins orders a. id ex* 
posing their infant, he speaks like a father and a uiaster, and silences ti..:i scruples ot a ti. dish 
woman. See ApnleiiisfMetainorph. Ilh x p .137. edit. Deipbin ). 

3) Ibe opinion of the lawyers, and thetdiscrciioii of the magistrates, had Intiodnced iti the 
time of lacitiis some legal restraints, winch might support Ins contrast ot the bom moies of 
the OetDians to the bonac leges alibi— that is to say, at Home (de Morllnit Geimanuium, t . 
xix.)« Tenullian (ad Nationes, lib i. c. 15.) refutes bis own charges and those ui his Inc 
tliren, against the heathen jurisprudence. 

(4) T&e wise and humaite sentence of the civilian Paul (lib It Sentential inn in Pandect, 
fib. XXV. tJt ifi. leg, iv ), IS represented as a mere moral precept hy Gerard Noodt (Gpp. tom. 
j. iu JuHui pHiillas. p. 567->58S. and Amlea RespoiisJo, p 591 -606 ) who maiutanis the opt 
ition of JfutttB Up$ftt$ (0pp. tom. il. p. 409. ad Belnss, cent. 1. episl. SJ.), and as a positive 
btadhtg low hy Byukenhoek (de Jure occidetidl Liberos, 0pp. tom. I. p. 318 -340. CnriO 
.Secifttde, p ^l'-4970. fii a learned but angry controversy, the two friends deviated into 
the opposite extremes. 

(5) DIonys. Hal. Jib. li. p. 92, 93. Plutarch, In Nama, p. 140, 141. To awtia Mt ro lyOor 

Ka0apov Kfu aBtKTOV 9nt tp ttkn.owrt 

(6) Among the winter frumenta, the trttlcum, or bearded wheat ; the siligo, or the iin beard- 
ed ; the far, adorea. oryaa, whose description perfectly tallies with the rice of .Sp^in and 
Italy. I adopt this identity on the credit of M. Paucton in bis tisetul aud laborious Metio- 
lugie (p. 517-529 ). 

(7) Aultis Gellins (Noctes Attics, xviil. 6.) gives a rldictt'.ouB dediiition of ALIIus Mclissiis, 
Mairoiia qiise semel, materfhmllias quae ssepliis peperlt, as pordetra and sernpha in the sow 
kind. He then odds the genuine metaliig, qUiC in niatntnoiiiuiii vel in maiiuui couveuerat. 
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appellation) the strange characters of sister to her own chililreii, and of 
daughter to her husband or master, wlio was invested with the plenitude 
of ]>aternal power. By his judgment or caprice her behaviour was ap- 
proved, or censured, or chastised ; he exercised the jurisdiotum of life 
and death ; and it was allowed, that in ciises of adultery or drunken- 
ness,(l) the sentence might be properly inflicted. She acquired and in- 
herited the sole profit of her lord ; and so clearly was woman defined, 
not as a persim, but as a that if the original title was de^cient, 

she might be claimed, like other moveables, by the use and possession 
<»f an entire year. The inclination of the Roman husl^nd discliarged 
or withheld the conjugal debt, so scrupulously exacted by the Athenian 
cl lid Jewish laws ;(2) but as polygamy was unknown, he coidd never 
admit to his bed a fairer or more favoured partner. 

After the Punic triumphs, the matrons of Rome aspired to the com- 
mon benefits of a free and opulent republic : their wishes were gratified 
by the indulgence of fathers and lovers, and their ambition was unsoo- 
ressfully resisted by the ^avity of Cato the Censor.(3} They declined 
the solemnities of the oldimptiaJs, defeated the annum prescription by 
an absence of three days, aiKl, without losing their name Or Indepen- 
dence, subscribed the liberal and definite terms of a marriage-contract. 
Of their private fortunes, th^ communicated the use, and secured the 
property ; the estates of a wife could neither be alienated nor mort- 
gaged by a prodigal husband ; their mutual nfts were prohibited by the 
jealousy of the laws ; and the misconduct of either party might a ford, 
under another name, a future subject for an action of theft. To this 
loose and voluntary compact, religious and civil rights were no lunger 
essential ; and between persons of a similar rank, the apparent commu- 
nity of life was allowed as sufficient evidence of their nuptials. The 
ilignity of marriage was restored by the Christians, who derived all 
spiritual grace from the prayers of the faithful and the benediction of 
tlio priest or bishop. The origin, validity, and duties of the holy insti- 
tution, were regulated by the tradition of the synagogue, the precepts 
of the Gospel, and the canons of general or provineM synods ;(i) and 
the conscience of the Chnstians was awed by the decrees and censures 
of their ecelesiasticiil rulers. Yet the magistrates of Justinian were 
not subject to the authority of the church : the emperor consulted the 
unbelieving civilians of antiquity, and the choice of nxitrimonial laws in 
tiie (Jode and Pandects, is directed by the earthly motives of justice, 
policy, and the natural freedom of both sexes.(5) 

Besides the agreement of the parties, the essence of every rational 
contract, the Roman marriage required the previous Approbation of the 
parents. A father might be forced by some recent laws to supply the 
wants of a mature daughter; but even his insanity was not geiierfilly 

(1) U was enough to have tasted wine, or to have stolen the key of the cellar (IMin. Hist. 
Nat. XIV It.) 

C2) Solon lequires three payments per month Cy the Mlsna, a dat<y debt w.is imposed on 
rfii Idle, vigorous yoiiug husband; twice a week on a citizen, once on a peasant; once in 
ttiirty days on a catncl'driver , once in six inonlhsoti .« seaiiiHii. Kiit the stiideift or doctor 
was free fiom iiibiite; diid no wile, if slie received a weekly sosienance, could sue for dt. 
vurce ; for one week a vow of abstinence was allowed. Polygamy divided, without multi* 
plying, the duties of the biisbaud (heldeii. Uxor Ebraica, Ub. Ui. c. 6 in his works, \ol. ii. 

P 7l7'-7iO.). 

(3) On the opplan taw we may hear the udilgaliug speech of VaieTiitt Placeui, and the 
severe teiij»onal oiatioii of the elder Cato, CLIv. xxxiv, 1—8 ) fiut we shall ratlier bear the 
polished historian of the eight than ilie rough orators of the sixth, century of Rome. Ibe 
priiKiples, and even tbe style, of Cato are more accurately presejved l>y Aulua GcUiii»> (x. 
25.) 

(4) For tlie system of Jewish and Catholic inatrimony, see Kelden (Uxor Ebraica, Opp. 
vol. It. p 529-8C0.), Biughaui (Christian Antiquities, lib. xxl).), and Chaidou. (Hist, des 
Sacremens, tom vi.). 

(5) The civil laws of marriage are exposed in the institutes (lib. I. lit. x.>, the Pandects, 
lib xxiil— XXV ) and the Code (lib. v.) ; hut at the title de ritu iiiiptiarum is yet imperfect, we .ire 
obliged to explore the fiagnients of Uiplan (tU. lx. p 5ao, 591.), and the CollAtto tcguni M«. 
t>.iKaiuiii (tit \vi. p 790, 791.), wiiIi the notes of Piili.eu8 and schuUing. Iliey tmd. In the 
iouuiicutaiy of Smius (on the flrsi ticurgic and the fourth vliliicld); two cunons passages. 
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allowed to simersede the necessity of his consent. The causes of the 
dissolution of matrimony have varied among the Romans ;( I ) but the 
most solemn sacrament^ the confarreation itself^ might always, be done 
away by rights of a contrary tendency. In the first ages, the father of 
a family might sell his chil^en, and his wife was reckoned in the num- 
ber of his children : the domestic jud^ might pronounce tlie deatli of 
the offender, or his mercy might expel her from his bed and bouse ; but 
the slavery of the wretched female was hopeless and perpetual, unless 
he assertea for his own convenience the manly prerogative of divorce. 
The warmest ajmlause lias been lavished on the virtue of the Romans, 
who abstained from the exercise of this tempting privilege above five 
hundred years ;(2) but the same fact evinces the unequal terms of a con- 
nexion in which the slave was unable to renounce her tyrant, and the 
tyrant was unwilling to relinquish his slave. When the Roman matrons 
became tlie equal and voluntary companions of their lords, a new juris- 
prudence was introduced, that marriage, like other partnerships, might 
be dissolved by the abdication of one of the associates. In three cen- 
turies of prosperity’' and corruption, this principle was enlarged to fre- 
quent practice and pernicious abuse. Passion, interest, or caprice, sug- 
gested dail]^ motives for the dissolution of marriage ; a word, a sign, a 
message, a letter, the mandate of a freedman, declared the separation, 
the most tender of human connexions was degi*aded to a transient so- 
ciety of profit or pleasure. According to the various conditions of life, 
both sexes alternately felt the disgrace andinjuxy ; an inconstant spouse 
transferred her wealth to a new family, abandoning a uumenms, perhaps 
a spurious, progeny to the paternal authority and care of her late hus- 
band ; a beautiiul virgin might be dismissed to the world, old, indigent, 
and friendless ; but the reluctance of the Romans, when they were 
pressed to marriage by Augustus, sufficiently marks, that the prevailing 
institutions were least favourable to the males. A specious theory ia 
confuted by this free and perfect experiment, which demonstrates, that 
the liberty of divorce does not contribute to h^piuess and virtue. The 
facility of separation would destroy all mutual confidencG, and inflame 
every trifling dispute : the minute difference between a husband and a 
stranger, which might so easily be removed, might still more easily be 
forgotten ; and the majtron, who in five years can submit to the em- 
braces of eight husbands, must cease to reverence the chastity of her 
own per8on.(3) 

Insufficient remedies followed, with distant and tar^ steps, the ra- 
pid prioress of the evil. The ancient worship of the Romans afforded 
a peculw goddess to hear and reconcile the complaints of a married life ; 
but her epithet of Viriolaea,(4) the appeaser of husbands, loo clearly 
indicates on which side submission and repentance were always ex- 
pected. Every act of a citizen was subject to the judgment of the cen- 
jtors ; the flrst who used the privilege of divorce assigned, at their com- 

(1) According to Plutaich (p d7>), Ronmiut allowed onl) three giounds nf a divorce - 
drunkemieH, adultery, and talie keys, otherwise the husband who abused his siipretuary, 
forfeited half bis goods to the wife, and half to (be goddess Ceres, and oflered a sacriflie 
fwitb the remainder; to the terrestrial deities. This strange law was cither iiiiagliury or 
tranfleut. 

(s; iu the year of Rome 523, Spur! us CarvUlus lliiga repudiated a fair, a good, but a bar* 
reii wife (Diouysim Hal. lib II p. 63. Plutarch in Nunia, p 141, Valerius Maximus, lib. 
iu c. 1. Auljit Cellitii, iv. ?.). Be was questioned by the censors, and bated by the people , 
but bis divorce stood nuimpeachod in law. 

( 3 ) —->810 Hunt octo mariti 

Quinque per aiitumnos. Juvenal Satlr. vl. 20, 

A rapid sttccessloii which may yet be credible, as well as the non consulutn iiumero, sed iua> 
ritoriim aumit suoa computaut, of Seneca (de BeneAclis, ili. 16.). Jerome saw at Koine a 
triumphant husband bury his twenty Atil wife, drfao had Interred twenty-two of his less sturdy 
predecessors (<)pp. tout. i. p. 90. ad Gerontiam ). But the ten husbands In a month of tlie 
poet Martial is an extravagant hyperbole (lib. W. epigram, 7.). 

(4) Sacellum Viriplacie (Vaieilus Maximus, UIk Ii. c. 1 ) in tbe Palatine region appears in 
the tinie oi Theodosiitf, in the desmiition o( Knine by Fuhlliis Victor. 
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mand, the motives of this conduct ;(1) and a senator was expeUed for 
dismissing his virgin spouse without the knowledge or advice of his 
friends. Whenever an action was instituted for the recovery of a mar- 
riage portion, the preator, us the guaidian of equity, examined the cause 
and the characters, and gently inclined the scale in favour of the guilt- 
less and injured party. Augustus, wlio united the powers of both ma- 
gistrates, adopted their different modes of repressing or chastising the 
licence of divorce. (2) The presence of seven Roman witnesses was re- 
quired for the validity of this solemn and deliberate act ; if any adequate 
provocation had been given by the husband, instead of the delay of two 
years, he was compelled to refund immediately, or in the space of six 
months ; but if he could arraign the "manners of his wife, her guilt or 
levity was expiated by the loss of the sixth or eight part of her marriage 
portion. The Christian princes were the first who specified tlie just 
causes of a private divorce; their institutions, from Constantine to 
Justinian, appear to fluctuate between the custom of ^he empire and 
the wishes of the church, (3) and the author of the IS^uvels too fre- 
quently reforms the jurisprudence of the Code and Pandects. In the 
most rigorous laws, a wife was condemned to support a game.'«ter, a 
drunkard, or a libertine, unless he were guilty of homicide^jioison, or 
sacrilege, in which cases the marriage, as it should seem,' inight have 
been dissolved by the hand of the executioner. But the sacred right of 
the husband was invariably maintained to deliver his name and family 
from the disgrace of adultery s the list of mortal sins, either iifale or 
female, was curtailed and enlarged by successive regulations, and tlie 
obstacles of incurable impotence, long absence, and monastic profession, 
ere allowed to rescind the matrimonial obligation. Whoever trans- 
gressed the permission of the law, was subject to various and heavy pe- 
nalties. The woman was stripped of her wealth and ornaments, with- 
out excepting the bodkin of her air ; if a man introduced a new bride 
into his bed, hfr fortune might be lawfully smed by the vengeance of 
his exiled wife. Forfeiture was sometimes commuW to a fine j the 
fine was sometimes aggravated bjr transportation to an island, or im- 

{ iri.soninerit in a monastery : the injured party was released from the 
londs of marriage ; but the offender, during life or a term of years, v as 
disabled from the repetition of nuptials. The successor of Justinian 
yielded to the prayers of liis unhappy subjects, and restored the liberty 
of divorce by mutual consent : the civilians were unanimous, (4) the 
theologians were divided,(3) and the ambiguous word, which contains 
the precepts of Christ, is flexible to any interpretation that the wisdom 
of a legislator can demand 

The freedom of love and marriage was restrained among the Romans 
by natural and ci\ il impediments. An instinct, almost innate and uni> 
ver.jyl, appears to prohibit the incestuous commetce(6) of parents and 

(1) Valerius Mnxioius, c 9. With some propriety he judges divorce more criminal 
than celibacy iHo hhiikiul* conjiixalia sacra sprtia laiiium, hoc etiani iujnrfnse trartata, 

(2) bee the laws of Augustus and Ins successors, in Ueitiect ins, ad Legem Papiaui Pup- 
pieam, c. xix in Opp toin. vi. P 1. p 

(3) Aim stint leges Csesarum, alias Clinsti ; aliiid rapiiifaniis, ahnd Panins uoster prsclpit 
(Jeroni tom i p 19S. brldoti. Uxor Ebraica, Itb. lit c 31. p. 847->H53.). , 

(i) The Jnsuiutes are silent, but we msy c<»nsiilt the Codes of rheodoalns (tih. iii. tit. 
XVI. with Oodefroy*s Commentary, tom. t. p. 310>-5I5.) and JusUnian (Jib. v. tU. xvli), the 
Pandects (lib. xxiv. tit. II ), and the Novels (23. 117. 1S7. IM. 140.). JiisUnuii Ructuaied 
to tiie last between civil and ecclesiastical law. 

(5) In pure Greek, nroffveia is not a common word ; nor can the proper meaning, runiiea- 
tloii, be strictly applied to inairiaionial sin In a figurative tense, now Ar, and to what 
offences, may it be extended f Uid Christ speak the Rahbinfcai or fiyrhic tongue f of what 
original word is iropveia tlie tmiilatiouf How variously it that Greek word trantlated In the 
versiont ancient and modern t There are too (Mark x. U. Luke xvt. 19 } to one (Matthew 
xfx. 9.) that such ground of divorce was not excepted by Jesus. Some critJet have pmom* 
ed to think, by an evasive answer, be avoided the ^ving offence either to the school of Sam. 
tnal or that of Hillel (belden. Uxor Bbiaica, Mb. Ilf. c. IS 38. «.). 

(6) The principles of the Roman junspriidcnce are exposed by Jnsltiitan (Institiit. lib. 1. 
ut. 10.), and the laws and manners of the difterent nations of antiquity construing forbidden 
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children in the infinite series of ascending and descending generations. 
Concerning the oblique and collateral branches nature is indifferent^ rea- 
son mute, and custom various and arbitrary. In Egypt, the marriage 
of brothers and sisters was admitted without scruple or exception : a 
Spartan might espouse the daughter of his father, an Athenian that of 
his mother ; and the nuptials of an unde with his niece was applauded 
at Athens as a happy union of the dearest relations. The proiane law- 
g^ivers of Rome were never tempted by interest or superstition to mul- 
tiply the forbidden degrees : but they inflexibly condemned the mar- 
riage of sisters and brothers, hesitatea whether first cousins should be 
touched by the same interdict : revered the parental character of aunts 
and uncles, and treated affinity and adoption as a just imitation of the 
ties of blood. According to the proud maxims of the republic, a legal 
marriage could only be contracted by free citizens ; an honourable, at 
least an ingenuous, birth was requirea for the spouse of a senator : but 
the blood of kiogs could never mingle in legitimate nuptials with the 
blood of a Roman ; and the name of Stranger degraded ^Cleopatra and 
Berenice,(l) to live the concubines of ♦Mark Anthony and Titus.( 2 ) 
This appellation, Lideed, so injurious to the majesty, cannot without in- 
dulgence be applied tb the manners, of these oriental queens. A con- 
cubine, in the strict sense of the civilians, was a woman of servile or 
plebeian extraction, the sole and faithful companion of a Roman citizen, 
who continued in a state of celibacy. Her modest station below the 
honours of a wife, above the infamy of a prostitute, was acknowledged 
and approved bv the laws : from the age of Augustus to the tenth cen- 
tury, the use of this secondary marriage prevailed both in the west and 
east, mid the humble virtues of a concubine were often preferred to the 
pomp and insolence of a noble matron. In this connexion, the two An- 
tonines, the best of princes and of men, enjoyed the comforts of domes- 
tic love ; the example was imitated by many citizens impatient of celi- 
bacy, but regardful of their families. If at any time they desired to 
legitimate their natural children, the conversion was instantly performed 
by the celebration of their nuptials with a partner whose fruitfulness 
and fidelity they had already tried. By tliis epithet of natural, the off- 
spring of the concubine were distinguished from the spurious blood of 
adultery, prostitution, and incest, to whom Justinian reluctantly grants 
the necessary aliments of life ; and these natural children jilone were 
capable of succeeding to a sixth part of the inheritance of their reputed 
father. According to the rigour of the law ; bastards were entitled 
only to the name and condition of their mother, from whom they might 
derive the character of a slave, a stranger, or a citizen. The outcasts 
of every family were adopted without reproach as the children of the 
state. ( 3 ) 

The relation of guardian and ward, or, in Roman words, of tutor and 
jpupil, which covers so many titles of the Institutes and Pandects, 

18 of a very simple and uniform mature. The person and property of mi 
orphan must alv^ays be trusted to the custody of some discreet friend 

desreet, &c. sre coptonily explained by Or. Taylor in hi* Elements nf civil law (p. lOS 314— 
330.), a work of attiuaittg, though various, reading : bat which cannot be praised for philoso- 
phical precision. 

(1) When her father Agrippa died (A. D 44 ) Berenice was sixteen years of age (Joseph. 
toiiH I. Antinnil. Judaic, lib. xlx. c. 9. p. 9S9s edit. Havercainp.) She was therefore alxive 
fifty years nld when Titus (A. D. 79 ) invltus iiiviiam Invisit. This date would not have 
adorned the tragedy or pastoial of the tender Racine. 

(f) The eonmnx of Virgil (^neld. A BBS.) seems to be minii>ered among the incm- 

sters wbo warred with Mttrk Antony agalHst Atignstus, the senate, and the gods of Italy. 

(3) The bUBlible bat legal rights of ennenbines and natural children, are stated in the liisti- 

tntes (Hb. I. tit 10.), tlw l>atidec(s flih t. Itt. 7 ), the Code (lib. v. tit. *5.), and the Novels 
(lib. Ixxlv, S9.>. The researches of HeiniiecctusjaudGiannome(ad Legem juliam et Papiain< 
Poppsehm, c Iv. p. |$4— 173.aper« FoUktitUf, p. 108-158.) Illustrate this interesling and do- 
mestic subject ^ 

(4) See the ariicle of guirdhms and wards hi the Institutes (lib. i tit. 13—96), the Pan- 
decU (lib. xavl, xxvil ) and the Code (»b. v. tit. S8-70 ), 
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If the deceased fatlier had not signified his choice^ the agnats, or pa- 
ternal kindred of the nearest degree, were compelled to act as the na- 
tiiral guardians ; the Athenians were apprehensive of exposing the in*^ 
fimt to the power of those most interested in his death ; but an axiom 
of Roman jurisprudence has pronounced, that the cham of tutedage 
should constantly attend the emolument of succession. If the choice of 
the father, and the line of consanguinity, afforded no efBcient guardian, 
the failure was supplied hy the nomination of the preetor of the city, or 
the president of the province. But the person whom they named to 
this public ofHce might be legaUy excused by insanity or blindnes, by 
ignorance or inability, by previous enmity or adverse interest, by the 
number of children or guardianships with which he was already bur- 
dened, and hy the immunities which were granted to the useful labours 
of magistrates, lawyers, physicians and professors. Till the infant could 
speak and think, he was represented by the tutor, whose authority was 
finally determined hy the age of puberty. Without his consent, no act 
of the pupil could bind himself to his own prejudice, though it might 
oblige others for his personal benefit. It is needless to observe, that 
the tutor often gave security, and always rendered an account ; and 
tliat the want of dili^nce or integrity exposed him to a civi| and aimoi>t 
criminal action for the violation of his sticred trust. ThW age of pu- 
berty had been rashly fixed by the civilians at fourteen ; but as the fa- 
culties of the mind ripen more slowly than those of the bo<ly, a curatw' 
was interposed to guard the fortunes of the Roman youth from his own 
inexperience and headstrong passions. Such a trurtee had been first 
instituted by the pr®tor, to save a family from the blind havoc of a pro- 
digal or a madman ; and the minor was comjielledby the laus, to so- 
licit the same protection, to give validity to his ijWJts till ho accom- 
plished the full period of twenty-five years. Women were condemned 
to the ])erpetu;il tutelage of parents, husbands, or guardians; a sex 
created to ple^ise and obey was never supposed to have attained the age 
of reason and experience. Such at least was the stern and haughty 
spirit of the ancient law, which had been insensibly mollified before the 
time of Justinian. 

II. The original right of property can onl^ be justified by the acci- 
dent or merit of prior occupancy ; and on this foundation it is wisely 
established bjr the philosophy of the civilians.(t) The savage who hol- 
lows a tree, inserts a sharp stone into a wooden handle, or applies a 
string to au elastic branch, becomes in a state of nature the just pro- 
prietor of the canoe, the bow, or the hatchet. The materhils were com- 
mon to all ; the new form, the produce of his time and simple industry, 
belongs solely to himself. His hungry brethren cannot, without a sense 
of their own injustice, extort from the hunter the game of the forest 
overtaken or slain by his personal strength and dexterity* If his provi- 
dent care preserves and multiplies the tame animals, whose nature is 
tractable to the arts of education, he acquires a perpetufd title to the 
use and service of their numerous progeny, which derives Its existence 
from him alone. If he encloses and cultivates a field for their suste- 
nance and his own, a barren waste is converted into a fertile soil; 
the seed, the manure, the labour, create a new value, and the re- 
wards of harvest are painfully earned by the fatigues of the revolv- 
ing year. In the successive states of society, the iMinter, the sliep- 
herd, the husbandman, may defend their possessions by two reasons 
w'hicli forcibly appeal to the feelings of the human mind — ^that whatever 
t)iey enjoy is the fruit of their own industry; and that every man who 
envies their felicity, may purchase similar acquisitions hy the exer- 

(1) Iiistltut. lib. iL Ilk. 1,2. Cumpuellie pure and precise reasotilniof Caina and Heliiec- 
ciuedib. ii nk. i. p vrikh the b^oae prolMty nf TbeopbilMi, (p. 207— the 

o|tiutons of Ulpian are pre^encfl iii the PaiKtecks (Ub. I. til. S. leg. xti. tto. 1.). 
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else of similar diligence. Such, in truth, may be the freedom and 
plenty of a small colony cast on a fruithil island. But the colony mul* 
tlplies, while the space still continues the same : the common rig;hts, 
the equal inheritance of mankind, are engrossed by the bold and crafty; 
each neld and forest is circumscribed by the landmarks of a jealous 
master ; and it is the peculiar praise of tne ^man jurisprudence, that 
it asserts the claim or the first occupant to the wild animals of the 
earth, the air, and the waters. In the progress of primitive equity to 
final injustice, the steps are silent, the snades are almost imperceptible, 
and the absolute monopoly is guarded by positive laws and artificial 
reason. The active insatiate principle of self-love can only supply the 
arts of life and the wages of industry ; and as soon as civil government 
and exclusive property have been intzWuced, they become necessary to 
the existence of the human race. Except in the singular institutions of 
Sparta, "the wisest legislators have disapproved an Agrarian law as a 
fmse and dangerous innovation. Among the Romans, the enormous 
disproportion of wealth surmounted '’ the ideal restraints of a doubtful 
tradition, and an obsolete statute ; a tradition that tlie pooreht follower 
of Romulus had teen endowed with a perpetual inheritance of two 
jugera ;(1) a statute which confined the richest citizen to the measure 
of five hundred jugera, or three hundred and twelve .acres of land. I’lie 
original territory of ]^me consisted only of some miles of wood and 
meadow along the banks of the Tibei^ and domestic exchange could add 
nothing to the nationsil stocTc. But the goods of an alien or enemy were 
lawfully exposed to the fifst hostile occupier ; the city was enriched by 
the profitable trade of war ; and the blood of her sons was the only 
price that was paid for the' Volscian sheep, the slaves of Britain, or the 
gems and gold of Asiatic kingdoms. In the language of ancient juris- 
prudence, which Was corrupted and forgotten before the age of Jus- 
tinian, these spoils #ere distnguished by the name of mancens or manct- 
ptUTHy taken with the hand ; and whenever they were sold or ematici- 
pated, the purchaser required some assurance that they had been the 
property of an enemy, and not of a fellow-citizen. (2) A citizen could 
only foneit his rights by apparent dereliction, and such dereliction of a 
valuable interest could not easily be presumed. Yet, according to the 
twelve tables, a prescription of one year for moveables, and of two years 
for immoveables, abolished the claim of the ancient master, if the actual 
possessor had acquired them by a fair transaction from the person whom 
he believed to be the lawful proprietor. (3) Such conscientious injus- 
tice, without any mixturd of fraud or force, could seldom injure the 
members of a small republic : hut the various periods of three, of ten, 
or of twenty y^ars, determined by Justinian, are more suitable to the 
latitude of a great empire. It is only in the term of prescription that 
the distinction of real and pei*soaal lortune has been remarked by the 
civilians, and their general idea of property is that of simple, umi*- rm, 
and absolute dominion. The subordinate exceptions of vse, of usi0-uct,{^) 
of servitudai,^^ imposed for Ihe benefit oi a neighbour on lands and 


(l) The heredlum of the flrtt Romans it defined by Varro, (de Re Rattles, lib. i. c. 2. p. 
lit. c. 10. p. 160, 161. edit. Oeiuer.^ and elonded by Fllny's dectaiuation. (Hitt. Natnr 18. 
2.) A just and learned commeitt it given in the Admlnlstrstion det Terret chez let Rooiaiiit. 
(p. »-fi6). 

(9) The ret rnsnelpe It explained fmm faint and remote lights by Ulpian (Fragment, tit. 
xirlll. p. 616, 610.) Shd Bynherthoek. (Opp. tom. 1. p. 306-615.) The definition it tome* 
what arbitrary ; and at nope except myself have attigiied a reason, 1 am diffident of my onrn. 

fS) From tnii thert prescription, Hume (Essays, vol. i. p. d23.) infert that there could nut 
then be more order hird teutement in Italy tbaii now amongst the 'rartars. By the civilian of 
bis adversary Waltaee, he 1» reproached, and not without reason, for overlooking the condu 
tions. (Iiistitat Hb. ii.ut. vi.) 

4) See the liiiUtutea, lib. I. tH. d, 5.) and the PandecU. (Ub. vU.) Noodt has comoosed a 
leanied and distinct treattse de Usnfhictn. (Opp. tom. 1. p. 387-476 ) 

(5) The questions de fiervltntilHis are discussed in the Institutes, (lib. li. tit. Hi ) ana Pan- 
decta. (lib. vHi ) Cicero, (pro Murena, c. 9.) and Lactanttus, (Instltnt. Dlvln. lib. i. c. 1.) 
aiTecc to faugh at the fnsigiiificant doctrine, de aqna plovla arceuda, &c. Yet it might he of 
frequent use atiioiig tltlglons neighbenrs, boih in town and conntry. 
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lioiisesj are abundantly expbiinod by the professors of Juraprudenee. 
The churns of property, os to as they are alteredj, by the mixture, the 
division, or the trfmsformatioh of substances, are inveetlgated with me- 
taphysicfd subtlety by the sahie civilians. 

The personal title of the first proprietor must be determine hy his 
death : Wt the possession, without appearance of^eb^ange^ Is peace- 
ably continued m his children, the associates of his toO and the part- 
ners of his wealth. This natural inheritance has been protected hy'the 
legislators of every dimate and age> and tbd father is encourage to 
persevere in slow and distant improvements, by the tender hops, that a 
long posterity will enjoy the fruits of his labour. The pMndph of heri- 
ditary succession is universal, but the order has been variously estab- 
lished by convenience or capriOe, by the spirit of national iaftitutions, 
or by some partial example, which was originally decideil by fraud or 
violence. Tne jurisprudence of the Romans appears to have deviated 
from the equality of nature, mu<h less thah the J8wigh,(l) the Athe- 
iiian,(2) or the English in8titutions.(5) On the death of a dtizen, all 
liis descendants, unless they were already freed from his paternal power, 
were called to the inheritance of his possessions. ' The insolent prero- 
gative of primogeiiiture was unknown : the two sexes werp placed on a 
j ust level ; all the sons and daughters were entitled to an equal portion 
V)f the patrimonial estate ; and if any of the sons had hwn intercepted 
by a premature death, his person was represented,. and his shafa wm di- 
videabyhis surviving children. On the failure of ‘the direct Jine, the 
right of succession must diverge to the collateral branches* The de- 
p*ees of kindred(4) are numbered by the civilians, ascending from the 
last possessor to a common parent, and desoendii^ from the common 
parent to the next heir : my mther stands in the first my brother 

111 tlie second, his children in the third, and the remajnaer of the seri^ 
nuiy be conceived by fancy, or pictured in a genealogical table. In this 
computation, a distinction was made, essentm ^ vthe.l^WS and even the 
constitution of Rome; the agmts, or persons cmknected by a line of 
males, were called, as they stood in the nearest degree, to an equal par- 
tition; but a female was incapable of traosmil^ing any claiins; 
and the cognats of every rank, without exceptlmtha dear rdation of a 
mother and a son, were disinherited by the twelve tables, as strangers 
an<l aliens. Among the Romans, a gens or lineage was united by a 
* ornmon name and domestic rites ; the various cognomens or sum^es 
i't ijcipio or Marcellus, distinguished from each other the sub^inate 
branches or families of the Cornelian or Claudisn race : the demult of 
the agnats, of the same surname, was supplied by the larger denomina- 
tion of Gentiles ; and tlie vigilance of the laws ntontaiUbd, in to same 
name, the perpetual descent of religion and property. A simito prin- 
ciph^ dictated the Voconian law, (5) which abmished the right of female 
ijiheritance. As long as virgins were given or sold in marriage, to 
adoption of the wife extinguished the hopes of the daughter^ Bi^tho 


(1) Amonj the patriarchs, the born etuoyed a mystic and spiritual 

(('ictiesli. 25* 31 ) ill the laud of Couaaii he was entitled to n double portioa Of jAWfitande 
(Oeiiierouoniy, 21. 17 with U Clcrc's judicious Commentary). 

(2) At Athens the sous were equal, but the poor daughters were endoired St tbe dlicmioii 

of ihcir brothers, hce the KXqpcKoi plmdiugs of isstus flu ibe seveirtU volume of the Oreek 
Orators), Illustrated by the version and comment of sir WiUjam Jones, "s aeb^af, a lawver, 
and a man of gciims. ^ i j— 

(.7) In I'ugland, the eldest son atone luheriti all the iand t a taw, saw the ortb«doa jiidfo 
BUckstone, (Comnieuiarles on the Lawa of fingtand, vol- i. p. fUi) untu« «uly »» t«« 
opinion of youtiger brothers. It uiay^be of some poiitical u?e In slwpMUii ***♦**“ 

(4) Blackstone's Tables (vol. il. p. f02.) repreaeutand compate jtl^[k4ta|PWof fbe 

those of the cauou and cowniou taw. A feparate limct of JoHna d« 

bus, is Inserted or abridged in the Pandects. Olte. ^ kiitJw soventb degrees ho 

computes (no. 18 ) one ibousand and twmtiy ftwr ^ ' 

(5) rhe Voconian taw was euaeted In the year of Home Mi. 
then seventeen years of age, (rrenstouiMis, dupi^nicnt. 

exercising his generosity to hll mother, sistenvocc. (Folyhlus, tom. II. lib. SI* liM lidU 
edit. Gronov. a domestic witness ) ^ 

Voi.. HI. O 
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equal siicceasion of independent matrons supported their pride and 
Uxuxy, and might trsmspart into a foreign house the riches of their 
fathers* While the maxims of CBto(l) were revered^ they tended to 
perpetuate in each f^ily n just and virtuous mediocrity ; till female 
hlandishments insensibly triumphed ; and every salutary I'estraint was 
lost in the dissolufh ffreainess of the republic. The rigour of the de- 
cemvirs was ^pered by the equity of the praetors. Their edicts re- 
storod emancipated and ppsthumous children to the rights of nature : 
and upon the failure of the aanaU they preferred the bmod of the ceg* 
te the name of the Oentnes^ whose title add character were insen- 
sibly covered with oblivion. The reciprocal inheritance of mothers and 
sons was established in the TertuUian and Orphitian decrees by the 
humanity pf the senate. A new and more impartial order was intro- 
duced by the novels of Justinian, who affected to revive the jurispru- 
dence of the twelve tables. The lines of masculine and female kindred 
were confounded : the descending ascending, and collateral series, was 
accurately defined; and each degi*ee, according to the proximity of 
blood and affection, succeeded to the vacant possessions of a Roman 
citi 2 en.(S) ^ 

The order pf succession is res^lated by nature, or at least by the 
general and permanent reason of the law-giver ; but this order is fre- 
quently violated by the arbitrary and partial wills which prolong the 
domimon of the testator beyond the grave.(S) In the simple state of 
society, this last use or abuse of the right of property is seldom in- 
dulged; it was introduced at Athens by the laws of Solon ; and the pri- 
vate testaments of the father of a family are authorized by the twelve 
tables. Before the time of tiie decemvirs,(4) a Roman citizen exposed 
his wishes and motives to the assembly of thirty curim or parishes, and 
the general law of inheritance was suspended by an occasional act of the 
legiriature. After the permission of the decemvirs, each private law- 
giver promulgated his verbal or written testament in the presence of 
five citizens, who represented the five classes of the Roman people ; a 
sixth witness attested their concurrence : a seventh weighed the copper 
money, which was paid by an imaginary purchaser; and the estate was 
emancipated by a nctltious sale and immediate release. This singular 
ceremony, (5) which excited the wonder of the Greeks, was still prac- 
tised in the age of Se^erus ; but the prsator^; had already approved a 
more simple testament, for which they required the seals and signatures 
of seven witnesses, free from all legal exception, and purposely sum- 
moned for the execution of ^that important act. A domestic monarch, 
wlio reigned over the lives and fortunes of his children, might distribute 
their respective sliares according to the degrees of their merit or his af- 
fection : his arbitrary displeasure chastised an unworthy son by the loss 
of his inheritance and the mortifying preference of a stranger. But the 
experience of unnatural parents recommended some limitations of tiieir 
testamentary powers. A son,* or, by the laws of Justinian, even a 

(l) Legem Voeo»lflm (Emesti, ClavU Ciceroniana) tnagna voce boms lateiibus fal slxty- 
ave 3 eais or age^ suaMisseui, says oM Cal^ (de benectute, c. v.) Aulus OelUus (7. 13. 17. 6 ) 
has saved some passuges. ' 

(8) See tbe law of succession in the tustUutes of Cains, (ilb il tir 8 |> 130<-H4.) and 
JusUolan, (Ilb. i||. cli. 1—6 with the Greek version of Hieouhilns, p. 525—575. 558—600.) the 
IMndoetS, 011>' axavllk, til. ^170 the Cbde, (1U>. vi. tit^ 55—60. aud tite Novels. (118 ) 

(3) Tliat succession was the mie. testament the exception » Is proved by I’aylor^ (Blctnents 
of Civil Law. p. Sia-Of?.) a teamed, rainbtiiig, spirited writer, tn the second and tijtid 
books the ineebod of the Insuttites is doubtless preiMtsierous , and the tkaucellor Duquessean 
(Otuvres. toihf I. P> 873.;) wishes iiii countryman Uonm In the place of Tnboulau. Yet 
cu\i.nsiits before snecessibns is not surely the iiitlutat order of the civil taws. 

(4) Prior exatdpiea of testaments nre perhaps fhbidous. At Athens a childless fhtlier only 
couli make a wld (Plotitreb, In Sohwr, tom. i. p 164. See Ifseus and Jones.) 

(5) i'be tesUiment of Aagustas ltapectA«>4 by Suetonins. (tn August, c. 101 In Neroii. c. 4 ) 

who may bo studidd bi a code of Roman aiitiquUtes. Plutarcb (Opuscul. tom il. p, 976 ,) |g 
suipvlsod dvav ypaAftfOni erepoM p.«v aire\«nrev<r<ir aXififovo/Aui^ eVeoui St wut\ovo-t 

Tut oiMTcar, The languaKO of Ulotan (Pniginent. lit. xx. p. 63t. edit. Scbultlng) Is almost too 
cxclttotve— solum In tisn cat. 
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dikoghter, could no long;er be disinherited by their silence i they were 
compelled to name the criminal, and to sTOciiy the odbnce; the 
justice of the emoeror eniimera^ the sole causes that could justify 
such a violation ot the first principles of nature and 80ciety.(l) Unless 
a legitimate portion, a fourth part, iiad been reserved for the children, 
they were entitled to institute an action or complaint of inofficious tes- 
tament, to suppose that their father's understanding wes finpairedby 
sickness or age ; and respectfully to appeal from his rigorous sentence 
to the deliberate wisdom of the magistrate. In the Roman jurispru- 
dence, an essential distinction was admitted between the inheritance 
and the legacies. The heirs who succeeded to the entire unity, or to 
any of the twelve fractions of the substance of the testator, represented 
hio ci/ii and religious character, asserted his rights, fulfilled ms obliga- 
tu»ns, and discharged the gifts of friendship or liberality which his mst 
will had bequeathed under the name of legacies. But as the ithpru- 
dence or prodigality of a dying man might exhaust the inheritance, and 
leave only nsk and labour to nis successor, he was eihpowered to I'etain 
the Fftictrfhtp portion , to deduct, before the payment of the le^ctes, a 
clear fourth for his own emolument. A reasonable time was allowed to 
examine the proportion between the debts and the estate, to decide 
whether he should accept or refuse the testament,; and if he used the 
benefit of an inventory, the demands of the creditors oouH, not exceed 
the valuation of the cifectR. The last will of a citizen might 
during hU life, or rescinded after his death: the persona whom he 
named might die before him, or reject the inheritance, or be exposed to 
somelegHi disqualification, in the contempladon of these events, he 
WHS pel nutted to substitute second and third heirs, to replace oaeh other 
according to the order of the testament ; and the incapacity of a mad- 
man or an infant to bequeath his property, mig^t be supplied by a 
similar substitution. (2) But the power of the testator expired with the 
acceptance of the testament : eacn Roman of mature age and discretion 
ac<tu{red the absolute dominion of his inheritance, and the simplicity of 
the civil law was never clouded by the long and intricate entails which 
confine the happiness and freedom of unborn generations. 

Conf|uest ana the formalities of law estalmshed the use of codicils. 
If a Roman was surprised by death in a remote province of the empire, 
he addressed a short epistle to his legitimate or testamentary heir ; who 
fulfilled with honour, or neglected with impunity, this last request, 
which the judges before the age of Augustus were not authorized to en- 
force. A codicil might be expressed in any mode, or in any language ; 
but the subscription of five witnesses must declare that it was the 
genuine composition of the author. His intention, however laudable, 
was sometimes illegal ; and the invention of Jidei-eommissay or trusts, 
arose from the struggle between natural justice and positive jurispru- 
dence. A stranger or Greece or Africa might be the mend or benme- 
tor of a childless Roman, but none, except a fellow-citizen, could apt as 
his heir. The Voconian law, which abolished female successieh, re- 
strained the legacy or inheritance of a w'oniaii to the sum of one hun- 
dred thousand sesterces ;(3) and an only daughter was condemned al- 
most as an alien in her father's house. The^ zeal of friendship, and 
parental affection, suggested a liberal artifice : a qutdified citizen was 
named in the testament, with a prayer or injunction that he would re- 


(1) (Vovel. 115. no. 3,4) eimwerHtei only tbs subtle sml yrivtto crime*, for 

whieJj a son nifsbt likewise dislnlierit bis fbtber. 

(S) The BtibHituiions ftUel comiiiisssiries of ttie modiirn civil ttWii * fbtioal ides fvantd on 
the RoniMii Jitrispriideiice, aud bears scarociy my reteiiJblaucc to the ancient ltdel comnrissa. 
Cliiatitntiona dtt Orolt Fransds. lom. I p. W-48S. DeiihNmrt, DccUioM de >«ritpfudencc, 
tom. iv. p 577—604.) They were stretched in the fonnb degree by mi the htUKlicd 

and AOy ninth Novel ; a pariial, perplexed, declaniatoiy law. 

(3) Oioii Cassius (tom. ii ivl. p 814. with Ueidiar^a Notci) apecMis MSiM limey 
•urn of twenty tite tlioiisaud drachm*. 
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iitoro the Inheritance to the person for whom it was truly inteiidcHl 
Various was the conduct of the trustees in this psunful situation : they 
had sworn to observe the laws of their cimntry, but honour prompted 
them to violate their oath ; and if they preferred their interest under 
the mask of patriotism^ they forfeited the esteem of every virtuous 
mind. The declaration of Augustus relieved their doubts^ gave a leffal 
sanction to confidential testaments and codicils^ and gently unravelled 
the forms and restraints of the republican jurisprudence.^!) But as the 
new practice of trusts degenerated into some abuse^ the trustee was 
enabled, by the Trebellian and Pegasian decrees, to rewve one-fourth 
of the estate, or to transfer on the head of the real heir all the debts 
and actions of the suocession. The interpretation of testaments was 
strict and literal ; but the language of trusts and codicils was delivered 
from the minute and technieaT accuracy of the civilian8.(2) 

111. The general duties of mankind are imposed by their public and 
private relations : but their specific obliauiions to each other can only 
be the effect of, 1. a promise, 2. a benefit, or, 3. an injury : and when 
these obligations a^e ratifi^ by law, the interested party may compel 
the performance by a judicial action. On this prineij^e the civilians of 
every country have erected a similar jurisprudence, the fair conclusion 
of universal reason and justice. 

1. The goddess of faxth (of human and social faith) was worshipped, 
not only ill her temples, but in the Jives of the Romans ; and if that 
nation was deficient in the more Hiniaide qualities of benevolence and 
generosity, they astonisJied the Greeks by their sincere and simple per- 
formance of the most burdensome engagements. (4) Yet among the 
same people, according to the rigid maxims of the patricians and de- 
cemvirs, a naked pact, a promise, or even an oath, did not create any 
civil obligation, unless it was confirmed by the legal form of a stipula- 
tiwu Whatever might be the etymology of the Latin word, it conveyed 
the idea of a firm and irrevocable contract, which was always expressed 
in the mode of a question and answer. Do you promise to pay me one 
hundred pieces of gold ? was the solemn interrogation of Seius. 1 do 
promise — was the reply of Sempronius. The friends of Sempronius, 
who answered for his abilitv and inclination, mi|ght be separately sued 
at the option of Seius : and the benefit of partition, or order of reci- 
procal actions, insensibly deviated from the strict theory of stipulation. 
The most cautious and deliberate consent was justly required to sustain 
the validity of a gratuitous promise ; and the citizen who might have 
obtained a legal security, incurred the suspicion of fraud, and paid the 
forfeit of his neglect, j^t the ingenuity of the civilians successfully 
laboured Hb convert simple engagements into the form of solemn stipu- 
lations. The preetors, as the guardians of social faith, admitted every 
rfitional evidence of a vohintary and deliberate act, which in their tri- 
bunal produced an equitable obligation, and for which they gn\ o ao 
iiction and a reroedy.(5) 

The obligations of the second class, as they were contracted by 


(1) re!iN»aukoii« i»f tbe Komaa Iftwa of hiherltance are finely, tbougb aouietimea fauci* 
fatly, deduced: by Montea^uiea. (hapril de» tolx, Ub. XI.) 

(§0 or tbe civil juflaprndeiice of sMcces«ioii«, te&taiHciits, codkila. legacies, and truAta, the 
prteelples are aaeditabied in tbe Insututea of catna, (lib. li. lit. 0 p. 91— Juatiiuaii, 
iUb» ik.lit. 10— utd ;ibeopbUua, (p. 3S8— 5H.) «ttd the ioinjena* deUil occupiea twelve 
booiiaft»-39.> ofth Pibidecu. 

(5) *rbe of Xbiua, lib. if. tit. 9, 10. p. lli— SH.) of Jasliiitan, (lib ill. tit 14— 

30 lib. Iv. til. atjd of i‘beopbtlui>, (p, filS-837>) distinguish four soits of obligations— 

UMt re, aut verbk, liuris, «ui copsensii ; but 1 confess myself partial to my owu division. 

(4) How mbeh is tb4A«o<ri, latiunal evidence of Polybius (lib. vl. p. 603. lib. xxxi. p, 1459, 
14^> superior to vague, iodhcrbiitaiU# applipisc— otmuum maxfme et prateipue iidem coiuit. 
(A. Genius, ao, 1.) 1 

(A) Tbe Jut Pr»toriuiu4e l^ctls et Transactionlbns is a separate and satisfactory traatise 


of'Qerard Noodt. (Opp* toiii. 1< p. 4S3— 564.) And I will here observe that tbe universities of 
Holland and ISifandeiibnrgb, In tbe beginning of tbe present century, appear to have siudM 
tbe civil law eit (jlie most just aad liberal principles. 
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* the delivery of a things are marked by the civilians with the epitliet of 
real.(l) A grateful return is due to the author of a beneAt ; and whO'^ 
ever is intrusted with the property of another, has bound himself to the 
sacred duty of restitution. In the case of a friendly loan, the merit of 
generosity is on the side of the lender only ; in a deposit, on the side 
of the receiver; but in e pledge, and the rest of the selfish oomineroe of 
ordinary life, the benefit is compensated by an equivalent, and the oUi« 
gation to restore is variously modified by the nature of transaction* 
The Latin language very happily expresses thb fundamental difierei^ 
between the commodatum and the mutuum, which our poverty la re- 
duced to confound under the vague and common appeiiation of a loan. 
In the former, the borrower was obliged to restore tiie same individual 
tiling with which he had been accommodaUd for the temporary supply 
of his wants ; in the latter, it was destined for his use and consumption, 
and he discharged this mutual engagement, by subsUtuting the sanm 
specific valu^ ac^rding to a just estimation of number, of weight, ana 
of measure. In the contract of $aU, the absolute dominion is transferred 
to the purchaser, and he repays the bene^t with an adequate sum of 
gold or silver, the price and universal standard of all earthly possessions. 
The obligation of another contract, that of location, is of a more cpmpli.- 
cated kind. Lands or houses, labour or taints, may be hired for a de- 
finite term ; at the expiration of the time, the thing itself must be re- 
stored to the owner with an additional reward for the beneficial occupa- 
tion and employment. In these lucrative contracts, to which may be 
added those of partneiship and commissions, the civilians sometimes 
imagine the delivery of the object, and sometimes presume the consent 
of the parties. The substantial pledge has been refined into the invisible 
rights of a mortgage or hypotkeca; and the agreement of sale, for a 
certain price, imputes, from that moment, the chances of gain or loss to 
the account of tne purchaser. It may be fairly supposed, that every 
man will obey the dictates of his interest ; and if he aecej^s the benefit, 
he is obliged to sustain the expense, of the transaction, in this bound- 
less subject, the historian will observe the location of land and money, 
the rent of the one and the interest of the other, as they materially 
affect the prosperity of agriculture aud commerce. The landlord was 
often obliged to advance the stock and instruments of husbandry, and 
to content himself with a partition of the fruits. If the feeble tenant 
was oppressed by accident, contagion, or hostile violence, he claimed a 
proportionable relief from the equity of the laws: five yertrs were the 
customary term, and no solid or costly improvements could be expected 
from a farmer, who, at each moment, might be ejected by the sale of 
the C3tate.(2) Usury,(3) the inveterate grievance of the city, had been 
discouraged by the twelve table6,(4) and abolished by the clamours of 


( 1 ) I'lie nice and vartuua anbject of contracts by consent ta spread over four books ( 17 '-SO.) 
(>t the Caudeett, aud U one of tbe parts best deserving of the atteiiilon of an engiish'StiHlettt. 

( 2 ) The covenants of rent are deiliied lii the Pgndects (Id), six ) and tbe code, (Im. tv tit. 
03 .) 'I'lje quliiquenuiiini, or term of dve years, appears to have been a custom rather than a 
law ; but in France all leases of laud were determined in nine years. This limHation was 
removed oni> in the year 1775, fBucyctopedie Hethodlqne, tom. t. de la Jart^prudeace, p, 
668, 6G9 ) and 1 am sorry to observe that It yet prevails in tbe beatiteoiit and happy coutury 
where I am permitted to reside. 

(3) I might impllritty acquiesce in the sense and learning of the three books of 0. Noodt, rie 

fdKiiore et usiiris. (Opp. tom. 1. p. X7$-‘26tl.) The tuterpretatlori of the asses or ceiitesimas 
iisune at twelve, the unclanae at one per cent. Is malntalued by the pe^t critics and civilians ; 
Noodt, (lib. tl. c. 2. p. SQ7.) Gravina, (0«p, p 805 , h;c. 810 ) Ueljnecctus, (Aiuiqnitat ad 
liistitut. lib. tp« ttt. la.( Montesquieu, (Esprit dea Loix, Mb. xvti. 0^88 tom li. p. X. De- 
fense de fEsprlt des l.olx tom. ill. p 4?h, dec. aad above all dohir Prederle Gronovlus, (Oe 
Pectinia Veterl, lib. iii. c. 13. p. 813-887.) and his three Anteaeveses, (p. 455-a&$.> the 
foniider, or at least the champion, of this probable opinion^ wlilcirls however perpleaed 
with some dlfflculttes. . . ^ . 

M) priuiodoodecim tabuUssancUumestne quUnnciitioffisnoreampilM exerceret. (TaeU. 
Annal. 6. 16.) Poor pen (says Montesquieu, Esprit des Ixrlx, lib. axil, ohAhttmse 

d.tii 8 Phistoire de Rome, o.i verra qii'nnc pareiUe lol tie devoit pas Obcem- 

vifs. Was Tactttis Ignorant— or stupid 1 but the wiser and more vUlwip^qMhrtenioe ittight 
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the people. It was revived by their wants and idleness^ tolerated 
the aisoretion of the pmtors^ and finally determined by the code of 
Justinian. Persons ot Hlustrions rank were confined to the moderate 
nroftt of four ptr cent. ; six was pronounced to be the ordinary and 
legal standard of interest; eight was allowed for the convenience of 
manufacturers and merchants; twelve was panted to nautical insurance, 
which the wiser aneieats had not attempted to define ; but except in this 
perilous adventure, the practice of exorbitant usury was severely re- 
Btrained.(1 ) The most s^ple interest was condemned by the clergy of 
the east and we6t;(2) but the sense of mutual benent, which hnd 
triumphed over the laws of the renublic, have resisted with eausil firm- 
ness the decrees of the church, ana even the prejudices of manKind.(3) 

3 Nature and society impose the strict obligation of repairing an 
injury ; and the sufferer by private injustice^ acquires a personal right 
and a legitimate action. If the property of another be intrusted to our 
care; the requisite degree of care may rise and fall according to the 
benefit which we derive from such temporary possession ; we are seldom 
made responsible for inevitable accident, but the consequences of a 
voluntary fault must always be imputed to the author.(4) A Roman 
pursued and recovered his stolen goods by a civil action of theft ; they 
might pass through a succession of pure and innocent hands, but no- 
thing less than a prescription of thirty years could extinguish his ori- 
ginal claim. They were restored bv the sentence of the preetor, and 
the injury was compensated by double, or threefold, or even quadruple 
damages, as the deed had been perpetrated by secret fraud or open 
i*apine, as the robber had been surprised in the fact, or detected by a 
subsequent research. The Aqpilian law (5) defended the living pro- 
perty of a citizen, his slaves and cattle, from the stroke of malice or 
negligence : the highest price was allowed that could be ascribed to the 
domestic animtd at any moment of the year preceding his death, a 
similar latitude of' thirty days was granted on the destruction of any 
other valuable effects. A personal Injury is blunted or sharpened hy 
the manners of the times and the sensibility of the individual : the pain 
or disgrace of a word or blow cannot easily be appreciated by a pecu- 
niary equivalent. The rude juri^rudence of the decemvirs hiid con- 
founded aU hasty insults, which did not amount to the fracture of a 
limb, by condemning the aggressor to the common penalty of twenty- 
five asses. But the same denomination of money was reduced, in three 
centuries, from a pound to the weight of half an ounce ; and the inso- 
lence of a wealthy Roman indulged himself in the cheap amusement of 
breaking and satisfying the law of the twelve tables. Veratius ran 
through the streets striking on the face the inoffensive passengers, and 
his attendant purse-bearer immediately silenced their riamours hy the 
le^al tender of twenty-five pieces of copper^ about the value of one 
shilling.(d) The equity of the^ f>r»tors examined and estimated the 

aacrlAee llieir avarice to tbelr aroliUloit^ and micbt attempt to check the odlona practice 
such piteffit aa >m> lender wtMild accept, and sucn penafUes as no debtor would incur. 

(1) Justtbiaa baa not condescended to tlvp osury a pleee lii the Institutes $ but the necet- 
laiy rules aiul restrictions are Inserted tn the Pandects CUb. xxU. tit. 1, 2.) and the code. 
(uCiT. 

(2) The hithera art unanlmoui (Barbeyrne, Monde des Pares, p. 144, ftc.), Cyprian, Lac* 
Umtiiia, Baali, Cbryiostom (see hU frivoloita argamemi in Itoodt, Ub. b 7. p. )» Ure* 
gory orNyua, AnibroMi iepomt, Angnsttn, and a host of oounolls catuisU. 

(3) Cato, Seneca, jrauiUUrcli. have loHiUy condenaned the practice or abuse of usitry. Ac- 
cording to the ciyiQiQiosy Af fienut and tokov, the principal b supposed lo geiieiate the inter- 
est: a breed of barren inital, exdaiAs Shakspeare— and tbp sUMit Is the echo of tjbe public 
voice. 

(4) ddr wmiani donna has given an ingenious and rational Essay on the Law of Bailment. 

1781, p> 127. In 8vo.) Me Is perhaps theoniy lawyer egusBr conversant with the 
yearih^s of Westminster, (he Corameimrles of Ulptan, the Attic pteaotof s of isgtns, and the 
aedhinces of AraMan nnd Persian mdh iS r 

(d) Moodt (Upii. tom. I. p. 127— 1?2.) has composed a se|wace treatise, ad Legem AqiiHhun 
(Pandect. Bh. 2*1. 

(6/ Aulna ficllhtauinbct. Attk. xx l.'^ borrowed bla story from the Commeutarles cd 
Q« Labeo on ibe Idlbe tables. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. . 1?)9 

distinct merits of each particular complaint. In the adjudication of 
civil dama^j the magistrate assumed n right to consider the various 
circumstances of time and place, of and dignity, which may aggro* 
vate the shame mid sufferings of the injured person; but if he emitted 
the idea of a fine, a punishment, an example, he invaded the proyince, 
though, perhaps, he supplied the defects, or the criminal law. 

The execution of the Alban dictator, who was dismembered by eight 
horses, is represented by Livy as the first and last instance of R^an 
cruel^inthe punishment of the most atrocious crimes.(l) But this 
act of justice, or revenge, was indicted on a foreign enemy in the heaV* 
of victory, and at the command of a single man. The twelve tables 
afforded a more decisive proof of the national spirit, since they were 
framed by the wisest of the senate, and accepted by the free voices of 
the people ; yet these laws, like the statutes or Draco,(S) are written in 
characters of b]ood.(3) They approve the inhuman and unequal prin- 
ciple of retaliation ; and the forfeit of an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth, a limb for a limb, is ri^rously exacted, unless the offender can 
reileem his pardon by a fine of three hundred pounds of copper. The 
decemvirs aistributea with much liberality the slighter chastisements 
of fiagellation and servitude ; and nine ciimes of a very different com- 
plexion are adjudged worthy of death. 1. Any act of treason against 
the state, or of correspondence with the public enemy. The mode of 
execution was painful and ignominious; the head^of the degenerate 
Roman was shrouded in a veil, his hands were tied behind ms back, 
and, after he had been scourged by 4he lictor, he was suspended in the 
midst of the Forum on a cross, or inauspicious tree. 2. Nocturnal meet- 
ings in the city ; whatever might be the pretence, of pleasure, or religion, 
or the public good. 3. The murder of a citizen ; for which the common 
feelings of m;inkind demanded the blood of the murderer. Poison is 
still more odious than the sword or dagger ; and we are surprised ta 
discover, in two fiagitious events, how early such subtle wickedness 
had infected the simplicity of the republic, and the chaste virtues of the 
Roman matrons.(4.) The parricide who violate<l the duties of nature 
and gratitude, was cast into the river or the sea, enclosed in a sack ; 
and a cock, a viper, a dog, and a monkey, were successively added 
as the most suitable compHnioiis.(5} Italy produces no monkeys; 
but the want could never be felt, till the micltile of the sixth century 
first revealed the guilt of a parricide.Cfi^ 4. The malice of an incendiarif. 
After the previous ceremony of whipping, he himself was delivered to 
the flames ; and in this example alone our reason is tempted to approve 

« 

<1> The narraliveuf Livy (l. 38 ) is weighty and lolainit At tii dictis Alhane nianeres Js 
a iiarsh reilectioii, unworthy of Virgil's buiauiiity (/Gneid, vii( 615 Heytie, with bis usual 
good taste, observes tiiat the snhiect was too horrid for the shield of iEtieai (tom. iii. p 2SS.>. 

(2) Hie age of Draco (Olyiupi.td xxxlx. 1.) is fixed bySir Jotou MarsJtatu CCaiton ibroiiJcus^ 

p. 595 -596.; and Corslnl (Fasti Attlci. tout. iil. -p. 62.). For Ills laws, see tlie writers on the 
government of Athens, Sigotilus, Menrsius, Potter, drc. ^ 

(3) 'I he eighth, de deliciis, of the twelve tables >is delineated by Oravina (Opp. 292, 993. 
with a Coniinentary, p 214—250 ). Aulus Uelliiis (20. 1.) and the Coliatio l.^ntii Moaaica. 
lum et H.>tiuiHaniiii afiord much oiiglnal information. 

(4) Livy mentions two remurkahle and flagitious eras, of three ihonst^ fidIMiis aeciieed, 
and of one hundred and ninety notde matroiH convicted of the crime or f^taonliig C^. 1.7. 

8. 18.). Mr. Hume discriminates the ages of pablic and private vm«eXfia^ys> vol. I. p 22, 
2.7.). I would rather tay that such ehfinaioits of mischief (as in Fraiipe in tlie year 168o.) 
are accidents and prodigies wfaleh leave oo marks oit the tmnaen of duatiee. 

(5) The twelve tables and Cicero (pro Hoscio Aioerino, e. 8$, |6) are -content with the 
sack ; Seneca (Excerpt. Coiitrovers. v. 4 ) adorns It with serpents flnvttiia) pities the guilt, 
less monkey (inuoxia Simla— Salir. xiil. 156.). Hadrtap (apud amtheum Magistruiit, lib. 
lit. c. tO. p. ^4- 876. with ficbaitlng's NoU), llodestliius (i'aiidetih nlviii. tit. 0. lif. lx.), 
Constantine (Cod lib. ix, tit 17 ), and JostiiifaD fltiscictttk lib. tv. tit. 19.), eHometitte ail 
the companions of the parricide. Bat this fkncifiil exeentiod was simptified In lirafticeT 
Hodie unien vivl exumiitur vet ad bestius dautur fPauU Seiitent. Reeepif. litKi v« Ht 24. 
p. 312. edit. SchuUiug,). 

(6) The first parricide at Home was L. Ostms, after the 
RomuTo, tom. 1. p. 3T > During the Cimhric, P. Malleolus 
(Llv. Epluiin. lib. Ixviil.) 
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the Justice of retaliation. 5, Jtidiciai perjury. The corrupt and mali- 
cious inritness was thrown headlong from the Tarpeian rock to expiate 
his falsehood^ which was rendered still more fatal by the severity of the 
penal laws, and the deficiency of written evidence. 6. The corruption 
of a JudjB^, whp accepted bH&s, to pronounce an iniquitous sentence. 
7. Libe£ and satires, whose rude strains sometimes disturbed the peace 
of an illiterate city. The author was beaten with clubs, a worthy chas- 
tisement, but it is not certain that he was left to expire under the blows 
of the executioner.(l) 8. The noctumd mischief of damagiiig or de- 
stroying a neighbour's corn. The criminal was suspended as a grateful 
victor to Ceres. But the Sylvan deities were less implacable, and tlie 
extirpation of a more valuable tree was compensated by the moderate 
fine of twenty-five pounds of copper. 9. Magical incantations ; which 
had power, in the opinion of the Latin sliephcrds, to exhaust the 
stren^h of an enemy, to extinguish his life, and remove from their 
seats his deep-rooted plantations. The cruelty of the twelve tables 
against insolvent debtors still remains to be told ; and I shall dare to 
prefer the literal se^.se of antiquity, to the specious refinements of mo- 
dern criticism. (2) Aftfer the judicial proof or confession of the debt, 
thirty days of grac’^e were idlowed befare a Homan was delivered into 
the power of his fellow-citizens. ^ In this private prison, twelve ounces 
of rice was his daily food ; he might be bound with a chain of fifteen 
pounds weight ; and his misery was thrice exposed in the market-place, 
to solicit the compassion of his friends and countrymen. At the ex))i- 
ratiem of sixty days, the debt was discharged by the loss of liberty or 
life ; the insolvent debtor was either put to death, or sold in foreign 
slavery beyond the Tiber : but if several creditors were alike ohbtiiuito 
and unrelenting, they might legally dismember his body, and satiate 
their revenge by his norrid partition. The advocates for this savage 
law have insisted, that it must strongly operate in deterring idleness 
and fraud from contracting debts whicn they ai'e unable to discharge ; 
but experience would dissipate this salutary terror, by proving, tliat no 
creditor could be found to exact tins unprofitable penalty of life or 
limb. As the manners of Home were iUKensibly polished, the criminal 
code of the decern vii*s was abolished by the humanity of accusers, wit- 
nesses, and judges: andnmpunity became the consequence of immode- 
rate rigour. The Porcian and Valerian laws prohibited the magistrates 
from indicting on a free citizen any capital, or even corporid punib}}- 
ment ; and the obsolete statutes of blood were artfully, and perhaps 
truly, ascribed to the spirit, not of patrician, but of regal, tyranny. 

In the absence of penal laws and the insufficiency of civil actions, the 
peace and justice of the citynvere imperfectly maintained by the private * 
jurisdiction of the citizens. The malefactors w'ho replenish our ga^ ls, 
are the outcasts of society, and the crimes for which they sufier niay 
be commonly ascribed to ignoren^e, poverty, and brutal appetite. For 
the pbtjietration of similar enormities, a vile plebeian might claim and 
abuse tne sacred character of a member of the republic : but on the 
proof or suspicion of guilt, the idave, or the stran^r was nailed to a 
cross, and;|^Ul strict and summary justice might he exercised without 
restraint t^ver the greatest part of the populace of Rome. Each family 
coi^o^ a ddmpi^ic tHbunal, which was not confined, like that of 
thepcstor, to ^Ce^izanee of external actions; virtuous principles 
and butuieated by the discipline of education; and the 


(l) Hortce fetlkt of tbo iomUHhut fusilt i|. eplit. il. 1S4 ) ; but Cicero de Republics 
(Ho* tv. opml Aiifoaoit. 4c Clvitat. Del, lx. 6. in Praffmeut. Phi]oM>pii. tom. III. p. sas edit. 
Oilvci) ofllma, tbot tbe dcccibvljr tuxde Ubcti a capital offence : cum perpaucaa rea capltc 
faUueiU-'pcrpaiioiM t 

(t) Bynkenbodi fObaervat, Jam Rom. lib. f, c. 1. in Opp. lom. I. p. 9—11.) labours to 
prove ibntths^ClfiSwFa divided not the bod V, but the price of the Inaolvent debtor. Yet 
tbia perpetual barab metaphor ; uur can be aurnuinut the Rtmiaii antito* 

rltiea or QoinUUSp^PN^wlUua, Pavonius, and TciKilUati. See Aulua OcHitis, Noct. Attic. '21. 
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Roman father was accountable to tlie state for the manners of his dill'' 
dren^ {dnce he disposed^ without aijpeal^ of their iiie> theit liberty'^ and 
their inheritance. In some pressing emergencies^ the citizen \ras aU* 
thorixed to avenge his private or public wrongs. The consent of the 
Jewish^ the Athenian, and the Roman law's, approved tlie slaughter of 
the nocturnal thief ; though in open daylight a robber could not be 
slain without some previous evidence of danger and complaint. ^Vho- 
ever surprised an adulterer in his nuptial bed might freely exercise his 
revenge ;(1) the most bloody or wanton outnige was excused l>y the 
provocation ;(2) nor was it before the reign of Augustus that the hus- 
band was reduced to weigh the rank of the offender, or that the parent"* 
was condemned to sacrifice his daughter w’ith her guilty seducer. After 
the expulsion of the kings, the ambitious Roman who should dare to 
assume their title, or imitate their tyranny, was devoted to the infer* 
nal gods : each of his fellow-citizens was armed with a sw'ord of justice ; 
and the act of Brutus, however repugiiant to gratitude or prudence, 
had been already sanctified by the judgment of his cuuntry.(3) The 
barbarous practice of wearing arms* in the midst of peHce,(4<) and the 
bloody maxims of honour, were unknown to the Homans ; and, during 
the two purest ^es, from the establishment of equal freedom to the 
end of the Punic wars, the city was never disturbed by sedition, and 
rarely polluted with atrocious crimes. The failure of penal laws was 
more sensibly felt when every vice was inflamed by faction a| home 
and dominion abroad. In the time of Cicero, each private citizen en- 
joyed the privilege of anarchy ; each minister of the republic was 
exalted to the temptations of I%al jfower, and their virtues are entitled 
to the warmest praise as the spontaneous fruits of nature or philosophy. 
After a triennial indulgence of lust, r^ine, and cruelty, Verres, the 
tyrant of Sicily, could only be sued for the pecuniary restitution of 
three hundred thousand pounds sterling ; and such was the temper of 
tlie laws, the judges, and perhaps the accuser hiniself,(^) that on re- 
lundirig a thirteenth part of his plunder, Verres could retire to an easy 
and luxurious exile.(6) 

The first imperfect attempt to restore the proportion of crimes and 
punishments, was made by the dictator Sylla, who in the midst of his 
hcinguinary triumph, aspired to restrain the licence, rather than to op- 
))ress the liberty, of the Romans. He gloried in the arbitrary proscrip- 
tion of four thousand seven hundred citizens.(7) But in the character 
of a legislator, he respected the prejudices of the times ; and instead of 


rn The nr»t of Lyslna Orator Gtwc. torn v. p. 2-^48 ) b lu defence of n 

inishaiirl who ImiI kitlrd tlic adtilterer 'I lie right of hH»b»iid8 and at Home aud 

Atiictis isdiscubsed tviih much learuiiig by Ur. Taylor (Uctiouci LyaUcas, c. kl. .u Reiske, 
tom vl. p 301^508). * 

('i) See cassiiiihuu ad Atheiiaeum (lib. I c. v. p. 19.). Percurreut rapbanlque mngtleRqne 
(ciUiiU. p. 41, 42 edit. XosslatO* Hniic ttiugUit iiiirat (Juvenal. Saiir. x. 317.). Uiinc pei?- 
mnixere cntoiiea (Hoiat Jib. i. Satir il. 44 ) family btiiprandiiiii deciit . . . fraud! non fuit. 
(Val. Maxim, lib vJ c. 1 no. 13 >. t# 

(.^) This taw la noticed by Uvy (2. 8.) and PIfitarcb (In Ptiblicala, tom i. p. W.) t and 
ii fully Justifles ifau public opinion on the deatliof Ca^jiar, winch Suetouttia could publith iiii 
der the impel nil qoveriimeiic. Jure emuts exUtUtiatnr (m Julio, c. Ixxvi^ the let > 

tern tiMi paesed between Cicero and Marina a few months after the ides dT.jnErhh (ad Fam. 


jii. 27, 28). , V 

(4) ITpurroi de Adqeatoi too re Kar400yro. TbucyfHd. lib. i.C.d. Tbeblstorlan who 

< oiisidera this circumstance as Ibdtest of cliilisalion, would diadakf'tbb barlnrisni of an 


Europenn court. > . - 

(5) He first rated at inllltes (L 800,000.) tbe damages of SieUy (Dlvinatio in Catelliain. 
c. V ) which he afterwards reduced to quadringencies (L.320/X)0-4*jlct{oi« Verrem, c.avfii.) 
and was finally content with tricies (L. 24,000.)* Platardi in Ctottwu. (torn Jil. p. 1384.) 
has not dissembled the popular snspkioii and report. 

(6) Verres lived iienr thirty years after his tHnt, till the secoiid triumvirate, wM |ie was 
proscribed by rbe taste of Mark Antony for the sake of his CoriuthiM |»hi^ (iUlu. Ijist. 

^*arsuch*'is tin: number assigned by Vulerlus Maximus la. (4. 

21.) distinguishes two thousand senators and fcriiqiiUi; Applan (^ . b e. »5. 

tout ii. p. 133. edit. Sthwelgseiiser) more accurately coniptites forty'jinKpf^hli •rn.ito- 
n.iu rank, and one thousand six hundred of the qtiuertriAii census or ^ 
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pronouncing a sentence of death against the robber or assassin^ the 
^neral who betrayed an army, or thema^strate who ruined a province, 
Sylla was content to aggravate the pecunWy damages by the penalty of 
exile, or, in more constitutional language, by the interdiction of dre and 
water. The Cornelian, and afterward^ the Pompeian and Julian laws, 
introduced a new system of criminal jurisprudence ;(1) and the empe** 
rors, from Augustus to Justinian, di^ised their increasing rigour un- 
der the names of the original authors. But the in vention and frequent 
use of extraordinary pai$u, proceeded from the desire to extend and con- 
ceal the progress of despotism. In the condemnation of illustrious 
Homans, the senate was always prepared to confound, at the will of 
their masters^ the judicial ana legislative powers. It was the duty of 
the governors to maintain the peace of their province, by the arbitrary 
and rigid administration of justice ; the freedom of the city evaporated 
in the extent of the empire, and Spanish malefactor, who claimed 
the privilege of a Roman, was elevated by the command of Galba on a 
fairer and more lofty crass.(2) ^Occasional receipts issued from the 
throne to decide the questions, which by tlieir novelty or importance, 
^peared to surpass ihe authority and discernment of a proconsul. 
Transportation and beheading were reserved for honourable persons ; 
meaner criminals were either hanged or burnt, or buried in the mines, 
or exposed to the wild beasts of the amphitheatre. Armed robbers were 
pursued and extirpated as the enemies of society ; the driving away 
horses or cattle was made a capital offence ;(3) but simple theft was 
uniformly considered as a mere civil and private injury* The degrees 
of guilt, and the modes of punishment, were too orten determined by 
the discretion of the rulers, and the subject was left in ignorance of 
the le^al dat^er which he might incur by every action of his life. 

A sin, a vice, a crime, are the objects of theology, ethics, and juris- 
prudence. Whenever their judgments agree, they corroborate eadi 
other ; but as often as they differ, a prudent legislator appreciates the 
guilt and punishment according to the measure of sociiu injuiT. On 
this principal, the most daring attack on the life and property oi a pri- 
vate citizen, is judged less atrocious than the crime of treason, or re* 
bellion, which invades the majeety of the republic : the obsequious civi- 
lians unanimously pronounced, that the republic is contained in the per- 
son of its chief : and the edge of the Julian law was sharpened by the 
incessant diligence of the emperors. The licentious commerce of the 
sexes may be tolerated as an impulse of nature, or forbidden as a source 
of disorder and corruption : but the fame, the fortunes, the family of 
the husband, are seriously injured by the adultery of the wife. The 
wisdom of Augustus, after curbing the freedom of revenge, applied to 
this domestic offence the animadversion of the laws; and the j;u«]ty 
parties, after the payment of heavy forfeitures and fines, wercS con* 
demned to long or perpetual exile in two separate i8laud8.{4) Religion 

(1) for tbe penal lair CUM CoraelliB. Pompelae, Jalias. of Sylla, Pompey, anittU Cxsara) 
see the lenletices of Panlm (Ub Iv. tk. 19—30 p 107—^ edit, bcbtrtitiirh the GreKoi Ian. 
Code (Pragmoiit. Ub. xix. p 705, TOO. In bcbuUlnC), ibe ColUtio Lesum Motaicaraoi et Ro> 
msnariiin (iktL IftO, the fhotidbabUi Code (lib. lx tbe Code of Juttiiiun (lib. lx.) the Pan- 
dects (tf.)r tbe tuMUutes (lib. Iv. tk. 18 aud tbe Greek version of llieopbilus (p* 917 
—996.}. » 

(t) It was s guardian prho bad polsoucdl bts ward 1 he crime was atrorioiis ; yet the pun- 
ishment Is rMhoned to Suctbnius (c U ) among tbe acu iu which Gaihg staewed bimaelf acer 
vehemeiu, m In doUptu ooercondls innaodiena. 

(3) TbsrjafMUkoiit or sbtgeatoraa, wbo drovo one horse, or two mares or oxen, or five hogs, 
or ten goals, were sntieet to capital pontshinent (Paul. Senteiit. kecept- lib. Iv tit. 18. p. 
407, 4ai<) Hadnan (ad Cepeil. BrnticSB), most severe where tbe olTeace was must frequent, 
coiidaiiiBt tba crimlnalt* ad glailittiii, fudi damnationem (Ulpian de oiUeio Proconsulis, lib. 
vill Id Coltoioue Ufniii Moiale. et Rom* iti. xl* p. 235.). 

(4) lill the piHrimtIon of the Julius Paulas of Scfauitlng (lib 11 tk 28. p. 317—383.), it 

WM aAniMdsbd toiifved, that tbe Julian laws punished adultery wkh death; and the mis- 
take arose or error of Tnbonian. Yet Upsius had suspected tbe truth from 

the iiarraUVf of 8n|tt|is CAimai. li. 50. lii. 94. iv. 42.). and even fr^m the practice of Augus- 
tue, who dii^aphliim the treasouitlrfe frail|iet of bis female kindred. 
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pronounces im equal censure against the infidelity of the husband : but 
as it is not accompanied by the same civil efiects, the wife was never 
permitted to vindicate her wroi^s ;(1) and tlie distinction of simnle or 
double adultery^ so familiar and so important in the canpn law^ is un- 
known to the Jurisprudence of the code and Pandects, I touch with 
reluctance^ and dispatdi with impatience, a more odious viee^ of which 
modesty rejects the name, and nature abominates the idea, Tlie.pri- 
mitive Romans were infected by the example of the Etruscans (9) and 
Greeks :(3) in the mad abuse of prosperity and power, every pleasure 
that is innocent was deemed insipid ; and the Scatinlan law, (4*^ which 
had been extorted by an act of violence, was insensibly abolishea by the 
lapse of time and the multitude of criminals. By this law, the rape, 
perhaps the seduction, of an ingenious youth, was compensated, as a 
personal injury, by the poor damages of ten thousand sesterces, or four- 
score pounds; the ravisner might be slain by the resistance or revenge 
of chastity ; and I wish to believe, that at flome, as in Athens, the vo- 
luntary and effeminate deserter of his sex was degraded from the ho- 
nours and the rights of a citi 2 en.(d) But the practice of vice was not 
discouraged by the severity of opinion : the indelible stain of manhood 
was conmunded with the more venial transgressions of fornication and 
adultery, nor was the licentious lover exposed to the same di^ionour 
which he impressed on the male or female partner of his guilt. From 
Catullus to Juvenal,(6) the poets accuse ana celMnwte the degeneracy 
of the times, and the reformation of manners was feebly attempted by 
the reason and authority of the civilians, till the most virtuous of the 
CflBsars proscribed the sin agaiiiiit natui'e as a crime against 80ciety.(7) 

A new spirit of legislation, respectable even in its error, arose in the 
empire with the religion of Confitantine«(S) The laws of Moses were 
received as the divine original of justice, and the Christian princes 
adapted their penal statutes to the degrees of moral and religious tur- 
pitude. Adultery was first declared to be a capitsd offence ; the frailty 
of the sexes was assimilated to poison or assassination, to sorcery, or 
parricide ; the same i>enalties were indicted on the passive and active 
guilt of paederasty ; and all criminals of free or servile condition were 
either drowned or beheaded, or cast alive into the avenging fiames. The 
adulterers were spaaed by the common sympathy of mankind ; but the 


(I) In cases of adultery, Se vents confined to the husband the right of public accusation 
1.;. Nor Is this privilege ttiijast>-s< 


-so difTereot are the 


(Cod. JusUmau, Iib lx. tit. 9. leg 
effects of male nr female Infidelity. 

(S) TImoii (lib I ) and I heopomptis (lib xliil. apiid Athenasum, lib. xil, p. 517>) describe 
the iiixiiry and hiat of the Etruscans : ^oAv fxev roi roiv irwtai sou to<v 

/AttpakAoit. About the same period (A* U« C. 445.), the Rotiiaa youth studied In UrurM 
(Lib IX. 3S) 

{3) I he Persians bad been corrupted lit the same schools air EWMvwir urata-t xa< 

fAvvyavrai (Heiodot hb. I. 0 . 135.). A curious dlsseriuiion ndglit be formed on the lfim». 
diictiun of Psderattf after the time of Homer, Its progreu among tlie Oteeks of Asia and 
Fiirope, the vehemence of their passions, and the Uilu device of virtue and frleudshlp which 
amused the pbilosvphers of Athens. But, scelera ostendl oportet dum puBluiittir, abccondl 
flagitta. 

(4) The name, the date, and the provleions of this law, are equally donbtfhl fantVlita, 0pp. 
p, 439, 433. Heiuecctus, Hist. Jure. Rom no. 108. Emestl, Clav. ciceron. lo liidfce L^uni.) 
But t will observe that the nelaudt Venus of the honest Oerman la styled avnna by the more 
polite Italian. 

(5) See the Oration of ^schines agaimt the caiamtte Tloartliua (in RejMie, Orator. Cnec. 
tom li. p. #1—184.). 

(6) A crowd of dltgiacefal passages will force themselves on tliq Mtembry of the classic 
reader: I will only remiud him of the cool declnratlou of Ovid — 

Odl coActtbitus qui non utrniuqae leselvmi. 

Hoc est quod puerum tuigac atnort otHtat. 

(7) iCIini, Umpridius, In vit. Hellogabat, in Hist. Augaet. fu 119, Aurelias Victor, in 

Pbilippo, Codex Ibeodos. lih. it. tit. 7. leg. vil. and Oodeftoy't Commentary, tom. jif. p. 
63 Tneodoslus abolislied the subterraneous brothels of itome, in which the ptorUlnfion of 
both sexes was acted with Impunity. ^ ^ , 

(8) See the laws of CcwstaiiUiie and his ^iHst M Ih i 

Theodosian (lib. lx, tit. 7. leg. vu. Ub. xl. tU. 36. leg. I. 4 ) and lx. tit. 

0. teg. 39, 31.). Tliese princes speak the fonguage of passiofi u ' 
frandiitently ascribe their own severity to the flist Calais. 
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lovei^ft of their own sex were pursued by general and pious fndignution : 
the impure manncifi of Greece still prevailed in the cities of Asia^ and 
every vice was fomented by the celibacy of the monks and cler^. Jus- 
tinian relaxed the punishmmt at least of female infidelity ; the guilty 
spouse was only condemned to solitude and penance^ and nt the end of 
two years she might be recalled to the arms of a forgiving husband. 
But the same emperor declared himself tlie implaciible enemy of un- 
manly lust, and the cruelty of his persecution can scarcely be excused 
1^ the purity of his motive8.(l) In defiance of every principle of justice, 
he stretched to past as well as future offences the operations of his 
edicts, with the previous allowance of a short respite for confession and 
pirdon. A painful death was inflicted by the amputation of the sinftil 
instrument, or the insertion of sharp reeds into the pores and tubes of 
most exquisite sensibility ; and Justinian defended the propriety of the 
execution, since the criminals would have lust their hands had they 
been convicted of sacrilege. In this state of disgrace and agony, two 
bishops, Isaiah of Phodes, and Alexander of Diospolis, were dragged 
through the streets of Constantinople, while their brethren were aunio- 
nisheu by the voice of a Crier, to observe this awful lesson, and not to 
pollute the sanctity of their character. Perhaps these prelates were 
innocent. A sentence of death and infamy was often founded on tlie 
slight and suspicious evidence of a child or a servant ; the guilt of the 
green faction, of the rich, and of the enemies of Theodora, was' pre- 
sumed by the judg^es, and paederasty became the crime of those to whom 
no crime could be imputed. A French philosopher (2) has dared to re- 
mark, that whatever is secret must be doubtful, and that our natural 
horror of vice may be abused as an engine of tyranny. But the favour- 
able persuasion or the same writer, that a legislator may confide in tlie 
taste and reason of mankind, is impeached by the unwelcome discovery 
of the antiquity and extent of the disease.(3) 

The free citizens of Athens and Rome enjoyed, in all criminal cases, 
the invaluable privilege of being tried by their country. ^4) 1. The ad- 

ministration oy ustice is the most ancient office of a prince : it was ex- 
ercised hy the Roman kings, and abused by Tarquin ; who idone, witli- 
out law or council, pronounced his arbitral^ judgments. The fir^t con- 
suls succeeded to this re^ prerogative ; but the sibred right of a])peal 
soon abolished the jurisdiction of the magistrates, and all public c^iuses 
were decided by supreme tribunal of the people. But a wild 
democracy, superior to the forms, too often disdams the essential prin- 
ciples of justice : the pride of despotism was envenomed by plebeian 
envy, and the heroes oi Athens might sometimes applaud tlie happiness 
of tne Persian, whose fate depended on the caprice of a stng/e tyrant. 
Some salutary restraints, imposed by the people on their own pas^^ ms, 
were at once the cause and of the gravity and temperance of the 
Romans. The right of accusation was confined to the nSlgilstrates. A 
vote e£ the thirty-five tribes could infiict a fine : but t^i^^ll^zance of 

(V) T7. IM. Ul. Proecwlat, In Anecilot. c. x1. 16 with iUe Note» Ate* 

imnnaa Tltnn i iwi i Oi p. iSlt CctfrnaM, p aonam, Hb. tlv. n* 64. 

MontenqSlSn^ writ itei Loin, lib. xU 6. Thnt eteqnent phikMopber concUiites the 
rifbtx Pf lUwrt]^ m wUiire, wbleb xbowkl iinver be placed In opiKwUUm to eneb other. 

tbe dofnMttea'bTPnteitlne, t«ro tbouiaftii years before the Cbristfan era, see the 
vS&tf aad liiwi of wtinS. Ancient Ganl is itfgoiatlMd bjr lUodortts Stculua (tom. i. lib. v. 
p. M ), China bst (bn Ifiibnmstail nnd Cbnstlan travellera CAncleiit Relfttlones of India and 
Cblua, p. 84. ttansb^ bp^Renniidot, and bis bitter critic tlic Pere Premare, Uurcs kdiOsio 
us, tom. xit. p. 43S 1. Mw native AUerlta by the Spanish historfans (Garcitlasso de la Vega, 
lib. til c. 1«S. RycaSt^ truifiatioa, and Dicttefulrf de Bayle, tom. ill. p. S8 >. i believe, wm 
hope, that the tieSiecs^ tn their own cotimry. were exempt from this Inoml pestilence 
fiy Tbeimpoflsia snhlect of the poblio rinetUons and Judgnenuat Rome Is ex plained with 
much Ifani1^,.altd in a ctessfo style, by Charles Sigoniiis (fib. lit dd Judlcllf, in 0pp. tom. 
III. 67S— food abridgiiiettt may be ftnmd in tbe Repobikpie Roinaine of Seaufm-t 
(tom. II. Hb. Those who wish for more abitrese law, may study Noodt (de 

inrudictionn at fmMo UbrI duo, tom. p. 88^144 ). Heineccius, (ad Pandect, lib i. et. U. 
td Iiiftital. Itb. Iv« HC n* btement. ad Antiquitat ) and Otavina (0pp. 230->jUl.;. 
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all natural crimes was reserved by ^ fundamental law to the assembly 
of the centuries^ in which the weight of influence and property was 
sure to preponderate. Repeated proclamations and adjourmneats were 
interposed^ to allow time tor prejudice and resentment to subside ; the 
whole proceeding might be annulled by a seasonable omen, or the op* 
position of a tribune ; and such popular trials were commoiily Jess i&w* 
midable to innocence^ than they were favourable to guilt* Bii$ this 
union of the judidal and legislative powers^ left it doubtful whethsi^^e 
accused party was pardoned or ac(mitted; and in the deface of 
an illustrious client^ the orators of Rome and Athens addressed their 
arguments to the policy and benevolence^ as well as to the justice of 
their sovereign. 3. The task of convening the eitisens for the trial 
of each oflenaer became more difflcult^ as the citizens and the oflen* 
ders continually multiplied; and the ready expedient was adopted 
of delegating the jurisdiction of the people to the ordinary mt^strates, 
or to extraordinary inquint ors. In the first ages these questions were 
rare and occasional. In the beginning of the seventh century of Rome 
they were made perpetual ; for praetors were annually empowered to 
sit m judgment on the state ofliBnees of treason^ extortion, peculation, 
and bribeiy ; and Sylla added new praetors and new questions for those 
crimes which more directly injure tne safety of individuals. By these 
tnqnmtors the trial was prepared and directed ; but they coutd only 
pronounce the sentence or the majority of judoes, who with some truth, 
and more prejudice, have been compared to the English Juries.(!) To 
discharge this important though burdensome office, an annual list of 
ancient and respectable citizens was formed by the urmtor. After many 
constitutional struggles, tliey were chosen in equal numbers from the* 
senate, the equestrian order, and the people ; four hundred and fifty 
were appointed for single questions ; and the various rolls or decutw 
of judges must have contained the names of some thousand limans, 

ho represented the judicial authority of the state. In each particular 
cause, a sufficient number was drawn from the um ; their integrity was 
guarded by an oath ; the mode of ballot secured tlieir independence; 
tlio suspicion of partiality was removed by the mutual challenges of the 
accuser and defendant : and the judges of Milo, by the retrenchment of 
iitteen on each side, were reduced to fifty-one voices or tablets, of ac- 
quitted, of condemnMion, or of favourable doubt.(3) 3. In this civil 
jurisdiction, the pra>tor of the city was truly a judge, and almost a 
legislator, but as soon as he had prescribed the action of law, he 
often referred to a dele^te the determination of the fact. With the 
increase of legal proceedings, the tribun^ of thu centumvirs, in which 
ho p* e'lided, acquired more weight and reputation. But whether he 
<u ted alone, or with the advice of his council, the most absolute powers 
icK.ht bo trusted to a magistrate who was annually chosen by the votes 
of the people. The rules and precautions of freedom have required 
some cYplanaefe^ ; the order of despotism is simple and inanimate. Be- 
love the agSLdjj^btinian, or perhaps of Diocletian, the decuries Ro- 
man judges sunk to an empty title; the humble advice of the as- 
sessoi > might be accepted or despised ; and in e^ tribunal the civil 
and ( rltniiial jurisdiction was administered by a single mag^rate^ who 
was raised and disgraced by the will of fhe emperor. 

A Roman accused of any cfqjital crime might prevent the sentence of 
the law by voluntary exile, or death. Till ms guilt had been legally 

\ 

(1) Tht oiflee, botli at Rome mid Iti Fiistnnd, mnM b€ tiortuMMSU •» ttmy, 

and not A ninG:ieinc> or ptof^sloii Put tlie obUKAUoii iif n mWnlfiieiife eefdhst p^Silir to 
our laws winch roitdeniti the JiirymeH to tntdeigo the turture rrMi whence t\ntf Iswe ex. 
empied the crlmhiaL , ^ 

Ci) We aie iiutehted for this mteresUiis tatt to n Ara^itient of Asconiehj ianiiiW *. jvbo 
ftoiirUhed under the retjtrt of ribeHns. The losft of 
c tcero, has dc pnved us of a mluable fund ol Instorleal and legal 
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proved, hie innocence was preeumed^ and his person was free ; titt the 
votes ef the last centurp nad been counted and declared, he might 
peaceably secede to any of the idHecl cities of Italy, or Greece, or 
Asla.(l) His fame and fortunes were preserved, at least to his 
dien, by this civil death ; aiid he might still be happy in every rational 
and sensual enjoyment) li a ndnd accustomed to the ambitious tumult of 
Rome could support the uniformity and silence of Rhodes or Athens* A 
bolder effort was required to escape irom the tyranny of the Csrears ; 
but this effort was rendered faminar by the maxims of the Stoics, the 
exam]des of the bravest Romans, and the legal encouragements of sui- 
cide* The bodies of condemned criminals were exposed to public igno- 
miny, and their children, a more serious evil, were reduced to poverty, 
by the confiscation of their fortunes. But if the victims of Tiberius 
and Nero anticipated the decree of the prince or senate, their courage 
and dispatch were recompensed by the applause of the public, the decent 
honours of burial, and the validity of their testam6nis.(53) The exqui- 
site avarice and cruelly of Domitian, appeared to have deprived the 
unlbrtunate of this ?ast consolation, and it was still denied, even by the 
clemeneV of the Antonbies. A voluntary death, which, in the case of 
a capital offenpe, intervened between the accusation and the sentence, 
was admitted as a confession of guilt, and the G^ilsof the deceased 
were seixed by the human daimsw thetreasury.p) Yet the civilians 
have always respected the natural right of a citizen to dispose of his 
life ; and the posthumous disgri^e invented by Tarquin(4) to check the 
despair of his subjects, was never revived or imitated by succeeding 
tyrants* The powers of thiS#world have indeed lost their dominion 
* over him who is resolved on death ; and his arm can only be restrained 
by the religious apprehension of a future state. Suicides are enumerated 
by Virgil among the unfortunate, rather than the guilty ;(S) and the 
poeticid fables of the infernal shades could not seriously iimuence the 
faith or practice of mankind. But the precepts of the gospel, or the 
church, ha«*6 at length Imposed a pious servitude on the minds of Chris- 
tians, and condemn them to expect, without a murmur, the last stroke 
of disease or the executioner. 

The penal statutes form a very small proportion of the sixty-two 
books oz the code and papdects ; and, in all judici^proceedlng, the life 
or death of a citizen is determined with less cautiA and delay than the 
most ordinary question of convenant or inheritance. This singular dis- 
tinction, tlioU'gn something may be allowejd for the urgent necessity of 
defending the peace of spaety, is derived from the nature of criminal 
and civil Jurisprudenceiii' Our duties to the state are simple and uni- 
form ; the law by which he is condemned, is inscribed, not only on brass 
or marble, but on the conscience of the offender, and his guilt if com- 
monly proved by the testimony of a single fact. But our relation^: to 
each other are various and infinite : our obligations arq created, an- 
nulled, and modiffed, by injuries, benefits, and promiseg^M the iiiter- 
pretfi^on of voluntary contracts and testaments, whl|pH|p^ often dic/- 
tated fraud or ignoraneO) affords « long and laboriotwwiercise to the 
sagacity pC judge. The business of life is multiplied by the extent 






(It) lull 

iesiitiWii r T,- „ - 

tbir Cftotmtl |»bnt)do aiv pnMiuctfoB ^ « loter and dark^^r ag«>. 
(i) PUa. |UfW..|^r.S6. ff* fotlgu^d tiia foieccu tn bnlldltw the capitol. maiij 

of tlie a^tirorf wtsiu pruvokcd to dispatch tttaielves; lie nailed their dead bodies to crosses. 

nblanee of a violeiit and preiifitore depth has enipfed VIrgU (dSueid, vi. 
md fiHeides iHlIi lafhiita. lovers, and pefsone ttninetlv condeniiied. 
nedkort, to tt a loss to deduce the Idea, or ascertrlu ttto Jarisprudenoe, 


extenslM c 
^ retiretoeot* 

It, hduiiibamiir dorpota, eiRttebant testaments : preiittiii festiuandl. 
tw toted of UpsIiiSt 

^aeeept. Ikh. v. tit 19 p. 476 ), the Pandects (lib. xivIH. tit. 
IWttkerihoek (turn. I. p. 69 Observat. J C. H. 4. 4 ),and Mon- 
ksia. c. 0.), defltie the civil limitotiotis of Ui« Utierty and 
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of oonimeFee and dominion^ and tlie residence of tlie parlies in 
tont provinces of m empire^ is productive of doubts dela;^, ai^ inevita^ 
ble appeals from the lo^ to the supreme magistr^e. Jostiiiiaii, the 
Greek emperor of Constantinople and the east, was the Iml sttocesaof 
of the Latian shepherd, who Kad planted a colony on the banks of the 
Tiber. In a period of thirteen hundred fears, the laws had ndnetantly 
followed the changes of ^emmisit and niapnws : add the laudable 
desire of conciliating ancient names with recent institutions^ desitvc^ed 
the harmonv, and swelled the magnitude, of the obscure and iiregular 
system. The laws which excuse on any occasions the ignorance of their 
subjects, confess their own imperfections ; the civil juri^rudenoe, as it 
was abridged by Justinian, still continue a mysterious science and a 
profitable trade, and the innate perplexity of the stud^ was involved iri 
tenfold darkness by the private industry of the practitioners. The me* 
pense of the pursuit sometimes exceeded the value of the prise, and the 
fairest rights were abandoned by the poverty or prudence of the claim- 
ants. Such costly justice might tend to abate the spirit of litigation, 
but the unequal pressure serves only to increase the influence of the 
rich, and to aggravate the misery of the poor. By these dilatory and 
expensive proceedings, the wealthy pleader obtains a more certain 
advanWe than he could hope from the accidental corruption of his 
judge. The experience of an abuse, from which our own age and coun- 
try are not perfectly exempt, may sometimes provoke a generous indig- 
nation, and extort the hasty wish of exchanging our elaborate jurSpru- 
denco for the simple and summary decrees of a Turkii^ cadhi. Our 
calmer reflection will suggest, that such forms and delays are necessary 
to guard the person and property of the citizen ; that the discretion of 
the judge is the first en^xie of tyranny, and that the laws of a free 
people should foresee and determine eveiy question that may probably 
arise in the exercise of power and the transactions of industry. But 
the government of Justinian united the evils of liberty and servitude ; 
and the Romans were oppressed at the same time hy the multiplicity of 
their laws, and the arbitrary will of their master. 


CHAP. XLV. 


Reiyn of the younger Justin. — Embassy of the Avars, — Their settle^ 
ment on the Danube, — Conquest of Italy by the Lombar(ls*'^Adoption 
and reign of Tihei ms — Of Maurice, — State tf Italy under the Lom-^ 
barfts and eraichi, — Of Ravenna.-^ Distress of Rome, — Character 
and pontificate oj Gregory I, 


DumNO the l|^t years of Justinian, his infirm mind was devoted to 
heavenly oQilt|^lation, and he neglected the business of the lower 
world. were impatient of the long continuance of hU life 

and rei^n : yet all who were capable of reflection, apprehended the mo- 
ment oi his death, which might involve the capital m tumnlt^and the 
empire in civil war. Seven tiephew8(l) of the childie^^ monarch, the 
sons or grandsons of his brother and sister, had been e&cated in the 
splendour of a princely fortune ; they had been ahojvn in high com- 
mands to the provinces and armies ; thdr chametereMDrere known, their 
followers were zealous, and as the jealousy of hge peetpnnfld the deela* 
ration of a successor, they might expect with equM the mhertlw 
ance of their uncle. He expired in Ibis palace aRer a 

<1) See tbe femlly of JuUm Slid JiMtIiilan in tfae Fatnitise ByssnUna 
loi. The devout civillaiie Ludewis fiu Vit* JiMUnisu. p. 131 ) and H ' 

Homan p. ^4 ) have since iBustiated the senealogy or their favourite 



letia 



mi^ 
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; and the decidva opportunity was emhra<^ hy the friends 
of the eon of Vmlfyifia«(l) At the hour of midnight^ his 

dpmesties were awakened hy an importunate crowds who thunder^ at 
kia door, and. obtained adimttanee, by revealing themselves to be the 
p^dpal members of the senate* These welcome deputies announced 
tile recent and momentona secret of the emperor's decease ; reported, 
or perhaps invented, bis dying choice of the best beloved and the most 
deserving of bis nephew% and conjured Justin to prevent the disorders 
of the multitude^ if they should perceive, with the return of light, that 
they were left without a master* After composing his countenance tu 
surpim, sorrow, and decent modesty, Justin, by tiie advice of his wife 
Sophia, submitted to the authority of the senate. He was conducted 
with i^^eed and silence to the palace : the guards saluted their new 
s^mreign, and the martial and religious rites of his coronation were 
diligently accomplished* By the hands of the proper officers be was 
invested with the imperial (Aments, the red buskins, white tunic, and 
purple robe* A fortunate soldier, whom he instantly promoted to the 
rank of tribune, <mcircled Ids neck with a militaiw collar; four robust 
youths exalted him nn a shield ; he stood dim ana erect to receive tlie 
adoration of his subjects ; and their choice was sanctioued by the bene- 
diction of the patriarch, who imposed the diadem on the head of an 
orthodox prince. The hippodrome waa already dUed with innumerable 
multitudes; and no sooner did the emperor appear on the throne, than 
the voices of the blue and the green factions were confounded in the 
same loyal acclamations* In toe speedies which Justin addressed to 
the senate and people, he promised to correct the abuses which had dis- 
graced the age of his predecessor, displayed the maxims of a just and 
beneficent government, and declared, that on the approaching calends 
of Janua^,(2) he would revive in his own person, the name and libera* 
lity of a Uoinan consul. The immediate &ri)arge of his uncle's debts 
exhibited a solid pledge of his faith and generosity ; a train of porters 
laden with bogs or gold advanced into the midst of the hippodrome, and 
the hopeless creditors of Justinian accepted this equitable payment as a 
voluntary gift. Before the end of three years his example was imitated 
and surpassed by the empress Sophia, who delivered many indigent 
citizens from the weight of debt and usury : an act of benevolence the 
best entitled to gratitude, since it relieves the most intolerable distress; 
but in which the bounty of a prince is the most liable to be abused by 
the claims of prodi^ity and rraud.(3) ^ 

On the seventh my of his reign, Justin gave audience to the ambas- 
sadors of the Avars, and the scene was decorated to impress the Barba- 
rians with astonishment. Veneration, and terror. From the palace-gate, 
the spacious courts and long porticos were lined with the lofty crests 
and bucklers of the guards, who presented their spears and axes 
with more confidence than they would have sliewn in a field of battie. 
The o&eera, who exercised the power, or attended thMerson, of the 
prii^ie^ were attired in their richest habits, and arrangM according to 
the military and civil order of the hierarchy. Whep|^veil of the 
sanetuory withdrawn, tiie ambassadors beheld the empeior of the 
east on throne, beneath a canopy or dome, which was supported by 
four ^l«ijn% and crowned with a winged figu^ of vk^ory. In the first 
emotiom they submitted to the servile* adoration of the 

Byzantine but as soon as they rose firom the ground, Targetius, 


(l) talltt 
«i«)a bfiaixed VI 
tot—! 
t»> U U 



f 8 vtevalion, I Imve tnuiilated into alinpio and evneUe prose, tlio 

two OtiBt bodts df Corippus, De Uudltma Juattul, Appendix Hist. 
* iUime, 1777. 

i lioe Vttsl (Crkles in Aiinsi. Oaton. tom* ii. P* could be ietiipted 
contradict tbe piaSii and decUlve text of Corippns (vtclJia dona, lib. li. 
lb, iv. },) and to ppatpoiit, till A. I> 5 ^, tbe consuisbip of Justin. 

p SW. WfienCier Cedrenna or Zonam are mero tnuiscriben 
ihclr testimony. 
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the d^ief of die emhamy, ^xpreas^d the freedom ased oi n Bitfeiw 
riant tie ektoUed^ by th^ totigue of hie iiiteifielfliv th» poMineM of 
the ehageiii hf whose c^eimiu^ the kingdoms of the eoudh were .{nms 
mltted to eim» whose rictomms eubieets had tfareiwed the^ iraen 
rivers of and who now edvered the banks of ^e Dattabe w^ 

inmauendde Knits* The late emperor had eulriTated^ with mmesdfmd 
eostly gifts» the friendahip of a gpUhful monaroh, md the enemlto ^ 
Rome had respected the auies of m Avars* The same pmdewee wimld 
insWwet the nephew of Justiniaii> to imitate the liberality , of Ms iphole^ 
and to purdiase the blessings of peaoe Utom an inviiieifaie peo^ who 
deltghM and extolled in the exemse of war. The reply of the empe^ 
ror was driivered in the same otrain of hai^ty defiance, and he.dmived 
his confidence from the God of the Christians, the ancient glory of 
Rome, and the recent trinmphs of Jostinian. The empire,'' sat4 he, 
abounds with men and horses, and arms sufiicteiit to defend our 
" tiers, and to chastise the Barbarians. You^^er aid, you threaten 
** hostilities : we despise your enmity, and your md. The conquerors of 
** the Avars solicit our aliiatiee ; we dread their fiigirives and 

exileB.(l) The bounty of our uncle was granted to your misery, to 
' your humble prayers. From us you ehaH receive a more impertai^ 
^ obligation, the knowledge of your own weakness. Retire mm our 
' presence ; the lives of nmbassadffiw are safe ; and if you return to 
* implore our pardon, perhhns you will taste of our benevcdepce/Xi^) 
On the report of his hmbasasaor^ the chagan waa awed by the^apj^ent 
firmness of a Roman emperor, of w^hose nbaracter and resources ne was 
ignorant. Instead of executing his threats agrinst ^e eastern empire, 
lie marched into the poor and savage countries of (Germany, which were 
subject to the dominion of the Franks. After the two doubtful battles, 
he consented to retire : and the Auatrasian khig relieved the distresses of 
his camp with an immediate sup^yof com and cattle^S) Burii re- 
peated dis^pointments had chilm the spirit of the Avars y^and their 
power wotila have dissolved away in the Sarmatian desert, if the aliU 
ance of Alboin,, king of the liomWds, had not given a new object to 
their arms, and a lading settlement to their w^ried fortunes. 

While Alboin served uiuder his father's standard, he encountered in 
battle, and transpierced with his lance, the rival prince of the Gepidie. 
The Lombards, who applauded such eairly prowess, requested his father, 
with unanimous acclamations, that the heroic youth, who had sharcik 
the dangei-s of the field, might be admitted to the feast of victory. 
You are not unmindful," replied the ihfiexible Audoin, of the wise 
customs of our ancestors, whatever may bii^lns merit, a prince is 
incapable of sitting at table with his father. 111! he has reomved his 
arms from a foreign and rOyal hand." Alboin bowed wl^ reverence 
to the institutions of his country ; selected forty cmnpanions, and boldly 
visited the court of Turisund, king of the Ctopidm, who embraced and 
entertained, according to the laws of kospttgnty, the murderer of h|s 
son. At Ihe b^quet, whilst Alboin pocopit^ the seat of the 
whom he had-stidn, a tender remembimnce axjose in the mind Turi*« 
sund. How dear is that plac^how hateful is that person^'* were the 


US. UK 390; Tbs CijqiieiHolisb^ wnm rente* So tbs Tfirfc«^)^UwfteMlsw»is 
.. ^ 1 , . Hjoto 


ri) Corlapu*» Ub. UK 390 

of tbe Anroj but tbo word 

from whence tbe lira edition (1381, imnS FtlMUa;) pn iirittUd, te no losedf^l’i - 

riiUor, Fesiuil of Renie, lia» ineeitM Ibtor emnifdaitlos of iwdbii: bur tbe proolb 

of Ducanse (Joluvllle, Oiuert. xei tbs eafly ois of tbte Oile amona " 

Turk* ana Pcrslaitt, are weak or ambtevoiw, Andf Aaat iiiettrie Ut Ute autborttf of d'f 


tougnes, and lUa Ckta to tbe beginning of tinrelavatifb 
bbalir of Bagdad on Nabmud pHnee of Oaina, and of 

(S) For tbeae obaracteriaUc apeechde, oomipre 4ie wia of Conptol' 
with (he prase of Masander, (Kgaarpt. 103 ). Tbetr 

tbev did not copf each other ; tbetr ifsemMilinoe, tbat lhaf drew irom i 
(3) For (lie AoBtiMtan war, tee Ifaiiaiuier (Sacerpt. U|at. p* ltd.) Of 
Frattc tib. fv c. SB ), and Pant the deaeon (de Ocst. Umiobard. itb. il> 

Voi.. III. ' P 
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usoMi tbal Mcaped Milk * IVom tli« IndigiMH^ fathM^ H k gfi^ 
ixMMfttdd tlt^ lUitioiifa tmmmt ^ tko Oe]^; and Oii^Ufid, 
Ilk «ikrvlviftf 6<»iy this iiriM» orfMtma lAellSIi^ k> ilie 

Mdfe of vengotmoo^ « ^Thd said tho iNidie Bilkifitft, ^e- 

in dguro'fthd in snu^ tha Inat^ of oUf ttli£(li.^ And 

tMs inhilt waa a 06«ii«e dtltud^ to tlk trhfto bands 
tbsk legs* ** Add adoibor rOsohddttnee * ropliod an atid»^6li)i Mm*.* 
bMd; yod Imvddit hdtr ithmgiy thov kkk. ebo {dadn 
** and iMc/foif tlm boims of thy buother ; thsy are mingled with those 
of tho^ idlest animlds.** The 0epid«> a nation of wirtioni> Statted 
their seeti^ and the ^Darless Alboin^ with hk Ibrty companions, 
laid thek hands on thdf Wwerds. The tamnlt was appeased by the 
t'ener^e interposition of Tnikond. He saved his own honour and the 
liih Of htsgnest s and, after the solemn rites of InrestitOre, dismissed 
the strenger in me bloddy arms of his son^-^the gift of a Weefwg parent. 
Alboin retamed in trinmidi ; and the Lombards, who ccuebrated his 
matchlM intrepidil^, Were compelled to praise the virtues of an 
eiien[^.(l) In this extraoTdina^ visit he had probably seen the 
datmhter of "^Chmidhmd, who soon after ascended the throne Of the 
Gepidm. Her name was Rosamond, an appellation expressive of female 
beauty, and whioh our own hktmTj^fomance has consecrated to amor- 
ous tmesJ The king of the £ohibme'(ihe father of Alboin, no longer 
lived) ’was contracted to ihe grand*dangliter of Clovis ; bnt the re- 
straints of fbith and policy soon yiidded to the hope of possessing the 
fair Rosamond, and of insulting her fifnniiy and nation. The arts of 
persoasion were tried without success : atft the impatient lover, by force 
and stratagem, obtained the object of his desires. War was the conso- 
anenee which he fbresaw and solbdted : but the Lombards could not 
hmg withstand tbo furious asshuR of the Ckpidw, who were sustained 
by a Roman army. And as the offer of manria^ was rejected with con- 
tempt, AlbOin Wat compelled to iWllnquidi hfs prey, and to partake of 
the disgrace which he had indicted on the honSe of Uunimund.(9) 

When a public uuarrel is envenomed by private injuries, a blow that is 
not morttd or demsivo can be productive OUly of a short truce, which 
idlows the unsuccessful combatant to sharpen his arms for a new en- 
counter. The strength of Alboin had been found unequal to the grati- 
fication of his love, innbition, and revenge : he condescended to implore 
^he formidable aid of the chagan * and the arguments that he employed 
are expressive of the art and p<^cy of the Bwbarianst In the attack of 
the Q^dm, he hadbeen prompted bp the justdesire of extirpating a 
people, whom their^uiianoe with the Roman em{ure had rendered tlie 
common enemies of ihe natloni^ and the personal adversaries of the 
ehagan. If the forces of the Avars and the Lombaifds ahoqld unRe in 
l^hie glorioue quarrel, ilie victory wan secure, and the reward hrasti- 
mable: ’;^e^aitu!be> the Hplmis, Italy, and ’Constan^ople, wotiHl be 
expoadd,'^i^Out a banM, to their myiMble arms. tf they bed- 
tawd or delayed to prevent the mldice of the Rrnnioiei the same ^irit 
whidihad wOuld puhuo the Avars totl^ ^tkehUty of the 

et^. tqmcHnk msmis heard by the dtnjpiA With coldness 

ji^ duiMla^ h» detained^the lomAaiid amhassadars in his .camp, pro- 
tracted iwliegotMioii, end by tinm wogedkis mm of inclinadoft, or 

Aties^h 

ate fosee of k& ii!}iaiie% thatiholiofnbards should 
at him with of their cattlp : that the spoils 

lid but that tSe lands or the 
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QMitealtouldl>«ainiMilMi>nle|MtrttnQivofUMA?m IuAIwMm** 
ditMn» wMNi. eMW^ aseaptM bv tii« fm&omaf /yttMtoii i MWl ’O i 'f B w 
SofiiMia WON Hww&fifli «Hb tto ianmtitadto 4Mri 4f«* 

pUa, JwatiA nbandoMdiftat i«09n4gibi« gaepto'te Mb 
mumd Ibe toia^ ^acttitw of thia ‘Xbf rf a umbf of 

CbwiMwnA «M MtiTO Mid danemma. Ho wa» ipjannod^taiiHtio AriRa 

luKdonteiwdlikiooafiiiw; o»^4Mioiw aoMunuMib 
doteOof tho Lombarda, tho fiNceigii InroM^wwdd aiailrho 
bo rosbod fwward to oiieotti^,tb» |iBDl<M)oUo«B«iMy of bio wo md 
ftnaly, tbo oo«ra« or tbo tShginpa oould ■ootm tbaa bo'Moco 
tbwtaaboiMniraUodottm. 11iowrMtdf(l|oii0tionMu|tbiiS«i#«f 
Itottlo; tbo king of tbo louobazda oontaoipuaadiwitb dak|M ^ braid 
of Ciudmund; aadbia akuB oray fi xibl M ioa into aon^^wMo tfao 
hatred of the eongneror, or> poibi^ia, toepnqjtlvirjilb thaabowoouatom 
vi bia ooiuitir}r.(l) AfW thia viotam no fbatMOtObitaciioooidd inqiide 
tbs progreaa of the oonfedeiatea, and tbqr jwnuUy oxoentad tbi tenna 
of ut/^ agroement.(S) Iko ndr oountaMa of iTaiaidiiar MoUnida, 
TranOTlvania, and the parta of Hangar/ MUn tbo Xtanabo^ vewoe- 
enpied without reaiataace, by a new oefi^ of MAkoaf nipl the 
Dadan empire of the ehaavia au^jdatgd with igdendour akovo twobni^ 
dred and thirty yeara. Tbo natwo (tr die (Qepid» waadkaolvod; but, 
in the diatiibutum of the tboalarea of the A^omi wore leap 

fortunate than the obmpanions of the Lodtberda, 
adcmted a valiatit foe« whfm ^rtfedomu was ^1 

and deliberate tyraimjTo Qa0 moiety of tbe ^poil iiitiod«<M iato tiie 
camp of Albmn more wealth tiieii e Bsrbidjaii could i^HulUjr ompiite* 
Tlie fair Rosamond was persaaded* or oompelled. to oekuowlod^ the 
rights of her victorious lover ; aod daughter ^ Chmhiumd appeared 

to forgive those crimes whioh bo imputed tu|jor wn irresistible 

charms. . t 

The destruction of a mighty kingdom estBUiehad the £mi9 pf Alhoin. 
In the days of Charlemagae» the Bavariaiu^ ^ Smcantp aim the other 
tribes pf the Teutonic lauguegep atW repeat^ thesongt wbiidideieribed 
the heroic virtuesp the veJourp JUberHlity/ and fortune of the king of the 
Lombard8,(d) But bis ambition was yet unaatisded ; and tbe confoeror 
of the Gepiaw turned his eyes from the Banvhe to the richer hanks of 
the Po and the Tiber, fifteen yearn had not elapsed ^ce his suUeetSp 
the confederates of Narsesp had visited the pleasant ollmate of Italy; 
the mountainsp the rivers^ the hlghwsy% were famiUar tp their txmawy : 
the report of their wmcess^ perhaps tise view of their spoils, ^ undM 
in the rising genmUoa l^e flamf of emula^Mand entermse* 
h^cs were encouraged by the spirit and eloqtwee of 4lhmn ; and it is 
affirmedp that he spoke to thebr senspsp hr ptoduding^ at the foasty 
the fairest and most eiM}ujsite that grew spontaneously in the 
garden of the world. No sooner hadJbeh elected his standardi than the 
native strength of the Lombards was mnUlplied by the adventurous 
youth of Germany and Scythia. Th^ r^uet peasantry of NmdpmUajBd 
Pannonia had resumed the manners of Bafb^ns; and tho m onea of 
the Gepidmy BuIgHriansp Sarmatiamt, and BavadOll^inegfl^ 


(1) It aaiMm Arooi StmlNi, PUar» satf OwmlMiM siaraSfIfiHM 
raQMDon anums tbe Scytbbin triliM (itiifMHi. S^|KMe* fttr 
eulpi ef Nortb SwcrfoR ar« Iftevlia IhoiKiIm sf Tbe 

•erveO abote twto baMrM yeam 
•iMata to hImHii Sttbe Ratcbta oaMbHaS 
(SJ Paul, VS. i. Cd S7r llasaiHler, la Saber 

A. U 799 tMaratont tu PraeSu. toia. t. |i. S97>> 
be aa old m (Se Mwlbaa Of 

n ine. Bstbaia et antlsalNlma earSi 
pgii, iMHierheiiee maadavit. 
rocina» wWcb OoUlatt « 
cootei&iallile fenancea. 
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tMied in thti provinces of Italy'.(l) Of the Saxons^ the old allies of the 
^Ldmhards^ twentv thousand waiT|dre^ with their wiveB and children^ 
nceopted the invitation of Albohi, Their bravery contHbnted to his 
socm^; but the aceesaion or the absenoe of their numbers was not sen- 
sibly felt in the mafitnitude of his host. Every mode of religion was 
fre^ practised by its respective votaries. The king of the lombards 
had Wn educated in the Aiian heresy i but the Uatholie8> in their 
public worshiu^ were ellowOd to pray for his conversion ; while the more 
stubborn Barbarians sacrificed a shc-goatj or perhaps a captive, to iho 
jgods of th^r fathers,(S) The Lombards, and their confederates, were 
united by their common attachment to a ciiief, who excelled in dl the 
virtues and vices of a savage hero ; and the vigilance of Alboin provided 
an ample magasitiC of oi^ndvC'and defensive arms for the usb of the 
expedition. The portable wealth of the Lombards attended the march ; 
thetr lands they uieerfuHy reHnijuished to the Avars, on the solemn 
promise, ivhich was made and accepted without a smile, that if they 
laSlod in the conquest of Italy, these voluntary exHes should be rein^ 
btated in their former possessions. 

They might have failed, tf Nirses had been the antagonist of the 
Lombards ; and the veteran wanlors, the associates of his Gothic vic- 
tory^ would have encountered with^Iuctance an enemy whom they 
dreaded and esteemed. But the Weakness of the Byzantine court was 
subservient to the barbarian cause ; ««d it was for the ruin of Italy, 
thst the emperor once listened to the cOt^plaints of his subjects. The 
virtues of Narses were stained with avarice ; and tn his provincial reign 
of fifteen years he accumulated treasure of gold and suver which sur- 
passed the modesty of a private fortwe. His government was oppres- 
sive or unpopular, and the general discontent was expressed witli free- 
dom by Idle aeputliMfof Rome. Before the throne of Justin they boldly 
declared, that their Gothic servitude had been more tolerable than the 
despotism of a Greek eunuch ; and that, unless their tyrant were in- 
stantly removed, they would consult their own happiness in the choice 
of a master. The apprehension of a revolt was urged by the voice ot 
envy and detraction, wliich had so recently triumphed over the merits 
of Belisarius. A new exarch,. Longinus, was appointed to supersede 
the conqudi*or of Italy ; and the base motives of his I'eoall were revealed 
in the insulting mandate of the empress Sophia, that he should leav o 
to MEN the exercise of arms, and return to his proper station lunon^ 
the maidens of the palace, where a distaff diould be a^in placed in the 
hand of the eunuch.*' I will «pin her such a thread, as she shall not 
easily unravel I" is said to have been the reply which indignation and 
conscious virtue extorted from the hero. Instep of attending, a slav4> 
and a victim, at the gate of the Byzantine palace, he retired & Naples, 
from whence (if any credit is due to the belief of the timers) Narses in 
vited the Lombards l!b chastise the ingratitude oi the piinee and peo- 
ple.(3} But the passions of the people are furious and changeable ; and 
the B^mans soon fecoHected the merits, or dreaded the resentment, of 
their victorious general. By the mediation of the pope, who undertook 
a sperial pilgrimage to Naples, their repentance Was aedepted; and 
Kiuneeitf a milder aspect and a more dutiful lan^age, con- 

(1) 110 11 e e.S6) IHuiatorl 

tom I. dlfi^. I. a. 4 dticvvt^ thf vtllate of tbe Bovarfant, three AiUes Oom Modena 

(f) Oresofri^ (lia» (OtiiJoSi AO. 4ppd Baron, Aonal, Ecctea A. D. no. 10)aiip- 
tbat liJWy msdof ea tfelt ilia*fgiiit* 1 tnow but of one lehgkou in wblch the god 

aad tbe vloflm are iM skiite. f 

($) its deacon ngahut fMrwa <Sb li. c. v.) may be oroaudleei; bat tbe 

SMhfyefiMWtffnal (Raroii. ASaal* Ivaelei. Al. IK 507 no $ la rejoctad by the 
betteritUSStel, (to 11. p, 6», e« ) Mmatorl, (Annall 'd Ualla. p. leo-ies, and 

tbe MatSSiOtoUiif Btancua. (Script. Rerum Italic, tom. I p CSS. jand Philip Argo- 
to, (Stfud. hi as, tom 11. p. 11, IS J The Naraea trhoaaaiated at the coionatlon of Joatln, 
(Cortvpna, Hb* fit. ill ) la clearly utidcratood to be a ditrereot peraou 
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fettt«d to fix hie vo(iRdoii<^ In thf» in ik^ 

extreme^^iocl of old age* was unseasi^fdde and |trianiMnira> sinoe ku 
genius aiono could have repali^ed the last and &tal orroa of his life. 
The rcalityj or the mafidon, of a oonsniraef disafnOid ami diranited 
the Italians The soldi^s resented the oisjfrace^ and hawalled the ioes» 
of their gener4* They were ignorant of theur new exarchs and Longinus 
was himself ignorant of the state of the anny and the l^vinee. In 
the preceding years Italy had been dosolated by pestilence and fiMne ; 
and disaffect^ poople ascribed the palamities of nature to ^e^gfolU or 
folly of their ruIenuT^) ^ 

Whatever might be the jnounds of his seouiitir^ Alboin^nekhio^ ex<* 
^tod nor encountered a Sommi army in the field. He asoended the 
Julian Alps^ and looked down with contempt and desire cm the £mlt« 
ful plains to which his victoiy cominunicatea the perpetud appdSation 
of Lombaroy. a faithful chiefilain^ and a select hand^ wdra stalkmed 
at Forum Julii^ the modern Friuli^ to guard the passes of themoun- 
tains. The Lombards respected the strength of Pavia^ andiu^ed to 
the prayers of the Trevisaos ; thek slow and heavy multitudes preceded 
to occupy the palace and city of Verona; and Milan^ now nsW fnmi 
her ashes, was invebtedby the powers of Alboin five months atter his 
departure from Pannonia. Terror pteceded his inarch ; he found eyery 
where, or he left, a drearv sdlituao; and the pusiUaninsfms Italians 
presumed, without a trial, thaL the stranger was invincibly, i^soaping 
to lakes, or rocks, or morassel^ the af^ighted crowds ooncoaled some 
fragments of their wealth, and delayed tne moment of their servitude. 
PauHnus, the patriarch of Aq^nileia, removed his treasures, sacroy and 
profane, to the isle of (Tradp,(a) and Ms successors were adopted by the 
Infant republic of Venice, whicn^ae continually emiehed by the public 
calamities. Honoratus, who filled the chair ca fi^4hibr0s^ had cre- 
dulously accepted the faithless pfiers of a capitpkPbn ; and the ardi- 
bishop, with the clergy and nobles of Milan, were driven by the perfidy 
of Alboin to seek a lefuge in the less accessible ramparts of Genoa. 
Along the maritimo coast, the couioge of the inhabitants was supported 
by the facility of sup])ly, the hopes of relief, and the power of escape ; 
but from the Trentino hills to the gates of Ravenna and Home, the in- 
land regions of Italy became, without battle or a siege, the lasting par 
trimony of the Lombards. The submission of the people invited the 
Barbarian to assume the character of a lawful sc^ermgps, and the help- 
less excirch was confined to the oMce of annoi|pj^a% 0 the emperor 
Jubtiii, the rapid and Irretrievable of his province and 
One atv, which hafi been di%ently fortified by thy,vCrc£ba. rmtad the 
arms of a new invader ; and while Italy was subdued by Ime nybig dp- 
tachments of the Lombards, the royal camp was fixed above ^ree years 
before the western gate of Ticinum, or Pavift. The same emurage which 
obtains the esteem of a civilized enepny, provohps the fury of a savage, 
and the impatient besieger had bound himeeliby a tremendous oaSh, 
that age, and sex, and di^ty, ihouM be confounded in a general m^s- 




tit* a. 

m. 


tl) riie Cemb of Niirsea it metiUonedSy Ptip, Hb. c. 11 AnttUit lit VMi 
43; At^oelfut. Lihei^ Pentlflitl Htvta iii Scrip. Htt, Itallcaiimt, (otn ii. |iaH>* p* 

Ytt I ctjiiiot Believe wUli AsimUm tiitt Ntrie* wtt ninety*ave yeart ef igtk U U 
tbia all bit eitplolu were perfoni}^ U ftHirtrorel ^ 

(2) Tb« deilgnt of Nartet au4 Qf Lombardtfu- ^h« lavtckm Itlilkhfv l|i Ui« 

)Mt chapter of the Am book, aoS 0)0 aevro Srtt Cmpcert of the SeeMlil tOfiw of Paal the 
deacon ^ ^ i t- 

(S) Which Poirt (hit trantlatmo wat iMdleS heW AnfUItta, (Ch^ VuMi' ^ ) The pa- 
tnareh of Orado topn beeaoie the Artt dttteo of theTeMli^ ^ j hokhlt adit M i 
removed to Venice till the ycai 145^ He If oov dhaeWMFwjISSfcji* | 

gentnt of the church bat bowed to wt of tm 
ttrict'y pretbytdnaii riiomaMln, dd^wHt 

Amclot dr fa Hidutaye, OouverowiiatftdVVjaU^i^^ o 
(4) i>afa lift flvfo a det^rUatsr of tati/twrb divWM 

/Ilk If* e. The Ditertitlo CHbro|m|ililcad« Wwi M 

Bc^lctlae sMNl;, a«d reignt profettor M baa beetr utdiitty 
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TU& IfECLlNB AND FALL 


Mcm Th^ M of haaaim at leflg^ om^led &im to oi»ou^ iii« Idoodsr 
voir; lMitaaAlboiftOiit«»edte||&. likhorpeftaml)M!,fdlf>a^ 
nqt be iitiM fim ^ iMOdoA Dlieof his atte&daiits wag prompt^ 
eottif«ifloii» wt piet)r> toi«ltt|Hrit this lohwmloas tign as the irtMlili of 
heamf tl^ cn^iieiof >«ttiiaiig telented; he sheathed his sword> 
anA ftesisrtiMyteiMwiiiy 1 1 ^ ^ Intlie palaee of XheodorLci^ proclaimed 
to the tiesaUlor tiMy imoiild live and obey. Delight^ 

with the eltiialleii ^ the ibky^ vtHdea was endeared to his pride by the 
diiSeulty of the pOMduuie> tim eikioe ci the I^bards dsidaiiied the 
antieat i^Odee of ^JMhhiit ; 4aid nvl% during some ages> was respeoted 
as^ of the klagdem of 

thefooimrwes a^mdia and transient; andbefbrehe 
eonid mUQatehki new eoaqaeits^ ^holn M a saoriiioe to dmnestic 
tream wad Ibmale revongw la » peboe near Verona^ whidb had not 
betewtreeted h)r tlM Barbarians^ he masted tim ons ^his arms ; 
inioidtsatioawee thgvewardef vdew^andthekbog himself was tempted 
by^aipelile» ^se vanBy ^ to esuseed the oadlniry measure of his int 4 Bnper- 
ahem Amr^Aralnhitf eapaeioiii bowls of Bhiethm or Fstenian 


wiae> he esHed for the skaW of the noblest and most pre- 

cions omaaMsnbef his stdehoarA rQmoup of victory was aoe 4 rot<^ with 
hwM amanse by the eirde of th^I^ombaid diieb. fm it again 
w^ Witte <m(daiined the iiihvmm eoiu|B«e<nr>) iill it to the b^ ; 
eairy thisfoUet to the queen^ imdwSinest in asy name that she would 
re>t^wi& her falhen'^ In mi ajro^ of and rage^ Rosamond 
li^id mretmlh teuttefi JLH Iha miU qy mg Lord bs dheyedl and| touch- 
ing ft wlui to Bps, pronoufieeAa aaent imprecation, that the insult 
sbdUldImWastoeway itttoldebdqfA^ Borne indid^nee might 
be dee to the lesenteisht ef adm^ghil^ tif she Imd not already violated 
the duties of a jhnpiiiOBUe in to enmity, or inoonstant in her 
loi^e, the queen or^taly Had stooped from the throne to the arms of a 
sttljeot, and Heimidiis, the hinge armour-bearer, was the secret mini- 
ster of her pleasara and revenge. Against the proposal of the murder 
he oenld no longer urge thd seriwles of fidelity or gratitude; but Hel- 
midds tr0mbled> when he tevmVed the danger, as well as the guilt, 
when he recoUeeted the matdileip strength mro intiepidity of a warrior, 
whom he had so often atlieti^eiflm the ndd of battb. ^e pressed and 
obtainSd, ^t one of the tovest ehastipions of the LombadU should be 
aasedated tsi the enterprise ; but no more than a promise of secrecy 
emOdbe town ton to gatot Paredeusd and to mode of seduction 
emplof^A by Bmmmi toiuys to shamtos tooelbtlUy both to 
honour and toe. Bhe supnUed to of one of her female attendants, 

whow^bebved i^Fereaei^ and oaai4ved^me excuse for tokness 
and ailenOB, BU to Ooidd Inlovm her Omnpamwn that ha hadenUoyedto 
quean of to |iobtocds> and tot to omtoA, or thedew^ of Albdjn 
mumba to mmaequetaie of sueh tosonsMb adtoiy. In tto tor- 
native^ he shose rtoiw to bo to toonmisp^ the vlcthn of Itoni- 
tnondAtt) to»s imdaimled'sMrit W»s ito^e of fear or remorse. 

‘ * aoon IbiiM, « tooursMa moment, when the king, 

itotototo and rspose: the 
I <W DtMIteta db. 
4^0 by ner totor oaeesses, 
Ltotraiuctaiit coitt|#|itos to the 



II. s. T-ia, i». H 


SMUiissarBt 


OF THS BOMAN JBMIPUU;. 






mli%4 



kUkuAwmatim tiilM imiti Oii'ti»»lRi$a)iKnif tiWT 
firsml^eMidi} fato«iiroi<d>«^diii fa»aitUniiipMltft4nMrit)l 
enedtoihetiaMMvl-l^ttoliaadirf Bawun<»4i iw4>« M 
on]^ wMpoB, 4o»dd not tom Wp MWMHift 

The daoAtcr of CindmuMeatileA m hie fatti; im 

der the oteiwHw of the ^alaet^ end fee gejhdid.f eefawl^e 
bMtdeceteMAfee-iwnbeBd the memoqrofi their rshterkm 
TheanAittaueltOBeimmd eifiiwd to r^gmUttbeaMoni 
theeitf and petaoe of Veroae were Jnred ey W M«er, i„ 
bottd of her iwtive€iinnA» «M pemweiite epplone Om 
aecond the vifeeo, of feehr eover%hr‘ Bwt fee Xtopiherd 4£ie% truf 
fled in fee And moweate «f ooefewo eti ftn end ifi«o»der«.]ied,-i 
their oevrege andeiillected theie>;»«irei«} aai the JUhWBr ; 
Bubmittii^ to her vPgs, demiiided wife mnniieova ertee, tiU- 
diould he oxeeiitBdemtlMgeiHyepiaNenAfeeimrdbrtwef Inetr ] 

She wK^te rafoge emoj^;tihe(neg^ofheteeiiBtii)r> oiede 
who deHerved fee shhoennof of tBBii)feid:>eqMi mwteoted hw fe 
iH^ef of fee eacaroh. wifeWiAwfaler, fee'Mii(|iw^l|»>j 
throne, her two hrrera, her tnuty t3e|iidfeii )«od fe(l.teoB« ^!U 
ofVeiona, Rommond deawended fee 44^9 ood fee V», eadwi 
ported bp a Oredc vewel to fee atfe hwmwr of Swfe 

behdd with delight fee ohenee em fee trto eur eo of it, _ 

bom ; her aituetum and Wj^wwedafeiniglpjae^fed 
tious propowde; end fee rwdKlp fifetaed to fee.|ie>iw >B ( ^ etUdwettot 
who, even in the deeUne ef fee entire, onm iwpteted ■efeM'eii^er 
kings. The death of ejeidoae fever «m mi eenreo 4 p<femeiMrinoe, 
and es Helaifeit iieaed from fee J^^hd iHWeirgd few 4 Mdi^<#elieo 
from the hand of hie ndetiwMi .TpfeMIref fee’Ugnplpi^iifel ^ 
rsfem, and hh expertonoe of feiefeanwttofl^])ie« 

that he was pidsonedi he pefehM fed dhSIfW fe L 

her to drain fee remeindw of fee eep«> l^tofeMd fe h ^ 
with fee oonsoletion feat fee eonfe not ewrj^ tm eeja^ fee frbJIeef 
her wiokedneee. Thedanghtaref AfeoiA.iUld|k)s«iimad, wife fee rifeeet 
spanls of the Lombardi, waaembanted »r Genitaittiaepla) feeentime* 
iii« strengfe of Poredeoa afeMed wd fenifled tbeimMsiakeouti fee 
hlrndnees and revenge exhinted an impKnfe>ea|T of feet.afewhtoroa'Of 
Samson. By the fi«e soAnge of fee nafem, in fee aaaeifefy of Peris, 
Clepho, one of their noblest feiefe, wasefeflwd ee fee ratieMot of Al« 
bohk. Befeinttoend of.idfetatfeiM>ath% fee femeertne |NdhKMd.I^ 
a second murder ; Glepho'wee itfehed to fee hand of ndomfeUe; fee 
regal offlee wee suspeadhd feove^tmi yeiti^ anting fee winoj%t ot< hie 
scmAuthariej endltalp watdiTMed fed q^p ow nt d lO'ttdHtofMlatof 
craw of feiitv tyranteiO} • ‘ ' 'O ' I 

When fee nqfeewor Jmfefeto aa o fefted feefeidiMtffe wfMlwed * 
new m of faappinees ahd feorp. Ilie fenhli<«fllfeo inafed Atfei {») 
are marked with disgraeoferofeehd tojwiyhthoiyw. InfeejdMtfee 
Roman empire waa afflicted bp fed loss of Ittdp, the desohtfefe cllll|«hga, 
and the oonmiest of fee Penieas. Inkwiee prevnUed tofeia fee 
pital and feeprovtnoes; tile rich ttemUfed fflrfelir eeonMnre. fee goto 
^ their eaftop, fee fedtotop toagisttoteii^ fee 

oceaaiond teaudlee imeeer tofeem bafe dfeih 
compUihts of fee people fefed >fei tfeM ife' 
nameeof elagifertor ufeweenrnfemir,' S1fe4 


the prince all fee calandtleiitflfefefeei feip4 


Atsmui'JsskSit 


4*1 «; 

^s:s^ts 
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THE DBCLiNI& AND JPALL 


HiUdHan as • seriaus tratli os ‘A talatai^ prejudieo* Vet a oAndkl iosf 
lloioii wiH ArUe^ thatthe 8al9liSiiieatA<>f Jiistin were {mre and hinei^<deiit^ 
fmd that he itiieht have ffiled^hhrBtatioii without reproaebi if the faqulc^ 
tihs ef his tnind had^ nea liden immured by disease^ which deprived the 
iRhperoroftheuseof aadeoafheaMm tothepelaoe^astrai^^ 

to the complaihte of ^thatihopla and the viees of the ^veminent. The 
tardy knowled($a df^his oaolinpoteiiee detennined lum to lay down the 
wei^t tha dMeht; aad hi the choice of a worthy euMitHte^ he 
sheii^ sente syA$tOm of a discamina and even magnanimous spirit* 
The ttifigba M /nellitand Boohta died in his infancy : their daoghter 
Arabigwaa the wife of Badnanus>(l} superintendant of tiie pelace> and 
aften ^d hhmmandte* of the ItsdiaMinmes, who vainly aspired to wa^ 
drin the r%hts of nittritege by those of adi^tkni. Whuethemnplre ap- 
dc^ed dh object of deldre^ Jnsthi was aeOuKtomed to behold with jea* 
feu^ond hatred his Iwothme mid oou^im^ the rtvak of his hopes ; nor 
Cowifhe demmdenlhemtitudoof ^ose who would accept the purple 
atelfrestitution. iMttw &stn a gift. Of ttoe competitors^ one had been 
rnoved by exi}e> and after^f^s by death ; and the emperor himself 
had fndicm such Woel insults on another^ that he must et^er dread 
his resentment ordespise his patience. This dcmiestic animosity was 
rej||ed into a generous rCsdution Hi seeking a successor^ not in hk 
fanmy^ but in the repuUto : and l)te ariftd Sophia recommended Tibe- 
t)us^(8) hfs feithfbl captain of the guards^ whose virtues and fortune 
the emperor might cherii^ as the frmt of his judicious dioioe. The ce- 
remony of his election to the remk of Oassar or Augustus^ was per- 
forthea in the pdhrtleo of the palsfie^ in the presence of the patriarch and 
the senate. Justin coHeeted the remaining strength of bis miitd and body, 
but the popuhu* beH^ that his resell was ixMired by the Deity betrays 
a very humble ozd^lod both of the man and of the times.(S>— You 
** pihold/^ said the emperor, the ensigns of supreme power. You are 
^ abdut to receive them not my hand, bat from the hand of God. 
Honour them, and from them you will derive honour. Bespect the 
empress your mother ; you are new her son ; before, you were her 
** servant. Delight not m Idood, abstain foom revenge, avoid those 
actions by whi& I have incurred the publio hatred, and consult the 
** experleaoe rather than the example of your predecessor. As a man, 
I have sinned j; as a sinner, even in this life, 1 have been severely 
** punished but these servants," and he pointed to his ministers, who 
nave affused my conhdenee; and indamed my passions, will appear 
with foe before the tribunaldf Christ. Hi have been dfoided by the 
splendour of the diadem ; be thou wise and modest r remember what 
you have been, remember IVhat you lute. You see around us your 
slaves and your children ; with the autihority, assume the tendmmess, 
of a parent. 'Xiove your people Hke yourselt ; cultivate the affection s, 
m^tain the dismpAoe of the ^iteny : protect the fortunes of the nob, 
** relievi^ the imeessitite of the pc<il^.^(4) The assembly, in slleiice> and 

p (l) mspoif itesMr efcriK s«diitrls« sslw. ' 

Aetns Cttmptttoti^ ^ CoripiM. 

' suMfiSibs JU^m^llana aud .pfilic bdsid of jmsao* a fonlly 



SSdOoe^ bttlU teurcbei oad SOSot lo llw topHSIIe/Si early at 
a cSefr ^S«*desi>St adaiUM, serHUtoft Is nsrM cao produce » 
VMa-^yitStln. p. sj. 4e h Hooiwye, 




TllMilBPteliiS#lie ^ 




joeruM vdsinvcito 
, ^ erroriof rteoptedw.a!^ 


hdleyttlini, to ttoc Mlitld9d>aisH weiflity. 

% scd«iiloti of Imns. (Sli. U ttt— s02 ) 
imy of an ACfaan ealto. 

Sto mlntoien. UOaseUeatSto ipeccb 
^„nk of Cesar* tlw tooso exnreseion. 

4^vd It to bto Augnaton 


aciiof JfnaiQ* 

Itti (lit, Miv c. II ) dSrsftiei. Jtari W ih® Siva to Mopty iJw 
me nroBouQMd, t* Odrtw w taismeUoni of 

Vcilmpi (lis aam loSlillC Wtfttm Have oaefi ntoiigibto of prodndng 
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in tears, am^an^ed tbe ceaiisels, and sympatiiiaed with xnptanffMM^ 
of their mnee : the patriardi r^eaned the prnfMrdf ^ ; 

Tiering received the diadeni on hie knees, dnd wmifk 

dfcatlon appeared moat to reign, addregiedtifh i 

the foHov^ 'irordsj-^^If you conaent, I live^ 

"die : may the God of heavra and Oarth nduae h^to yottj^ h 
" evar I heate neglecied or ftvgotten.'* The four iaeayem 
perev duetiit were passed in tnmguUnbecutity : his rj^oa^enee ii0t :if(» 
longer tonnented by ^e rmnenthranee of those du^^db ha wallnh 
capable of dbchaigingi and his dudoe wm justified ify foe fifoil revere 
eztoe and gratitude of TiberkHa ^ 

Among <li 0 virtues of Tibe((iii8,(U hla beauty (he leas one of tifo tidi- 
est and most Oomely of the Roittmii^ might intscmeype him to foe 
ofSophia; and the v^idow of dusttn was persuaded that abe should 
serve her station and influence under the reign of a second and more 
youthful husband. But if the ambitious candidate had been tattpted 
to fiatter and dissemble, it waa &o longer In his po^er to folfo heisj^- 
pectations, or his own promise. Tba laotione of ^ the hippomrome 2Ee- 
manded, with some impildettoe, foe name of their new empress huth 
the people and Sophia were astonished by foe proclamation of AnsstesI, 
the secret, thou|fo lawful, wifb of the eu^eror Tiberius. Wli 
could alleyiate the disappointnient of Sophia, imperial honouipjJ^ a Itf^y 
palace, a numerous household, ym lifamally browed by foeroty of 
her adopted son ; on scdemn oocaslons he attended and conpulfoofoe 
widow of his benefoctor : bat her ambition disdained the vahi semblance 
of royalty, and the respectfnl appellation of mother served to exasperate, 
rather than appease, the rage or an injured woman. Wblleahe accepted, 
and repaid wifo a courtly smile, foe fair expressions of regard and 
confidence, a secret aHianoe wss agueluded betwefoL foe dpwager em- 
press and her ancient enemies; <mtd Justinian, tl^Wn (J Germanus, 
was 'employed as the instrumetit of her revenge.. The bride of foe 
reigning house supported, with reluctance, foe dominion of a stranger ; 
the youth was deservedly populmr^* his nam^ after the death of Justin, 
had been mentioned by a tumultuoue faction ; and his own submissive 
offer of his bead, with a kiBasure of sixty thousand pounds, might be 
Interpreted as an evidenoo of gudt, oz^t least of fear. Justinian re<* 
celved a free pardon, and the command of the eastern army. The Per- 
sian monarch fied befmre his anns ; and the acclamations which accom- 
imnied his iiiumph declared him worthy of the purple. His artfol pa- 
troness hod chosen the mouth of the nutage, while the em^or. In a 
rural solitude, was permitted to cnj^y the pleasures of a solddct. On 
the first intelligence of hmr designs he returned to Consiantin^lp, and 
the conspiracy was suppressed by bis presence and firmness. the 

pomp and honours whifo she had ab'iiiod, Sophia was redacsd tb a mo- 
dest allowance ; Tiberius dismissed her train, Idtereepted her corres- 

g >ndence, and committed to a faithful^uard the custody of her Mrson. 

ut the services of Justinian were not considered by that axceScnt 
prince as an aggravation of his offencet ; slfor a mild reffg^oot, Ms trea- 
son and ingratitude were fozgiven ; and it was commonly hdlieiM* that 
the emperor entertained some thoughts of coutractiim a double aUianee 
wilb the rival of his throne. The voice of an # fohle was 

propagated) might reveal bo the emperor, that he fooiddalwayiltviomph 
overhk domestic foes; but TibsaH^ derived afoemm'aiiraraiM 
the Innocence and geu^tity Iff own miiid. ^ g* 

With the odious name of^ihsmus; hujisfokoedt 
pellation of Constantine, ssP imlfoted foe puiMW i 


(i) For ths cmn»«t«r and ufifn of oflfl ft ngrioi, US. v. e. 

li. e raeoitmHM. in cWos. P» ^ H, 

I. sn, PhiiI WorodHS. Ce Oottiit iJU|So^a. Jtb. Hi. o* 11, It* f 
jppeai8 to iiii^e poMested »ouie ciirbia asd litttlleiinc »ct» 














OF THE HOMAN EMPIRE. Hk 

Hi Miitttieft Mo!# thd piu!^ of 0(M ^ 

reserved 4oioe»t»oOr ongHt If impoted iO 

not alwAys exemfd ihikn 49lroettf ^ nor Ids demom^ 

his risid eoenomy too ofttsA etpoeed him to the IlMiiW 

tile rationsl wishes of ea eheolmj^ numerish Wmtip 

of his people; flfmirfiYTiT '‘nifrrf ti\W\f\ Ddlt itnnl1t|rtHnWi^ 

ihatluw^mi^ end hhi 

andmnus^pIeorUbeyiiis. Thepiliilmlfii^ 

fio complete eseparatxonhetwmi&hefflem w Jf 

prtvete sddierwholwdAQsbrved eed i^teh^ 

ver mesred at the head ^ hi* eiinles. Yte the eMM’f 

lOyedT tee gteiy of restorii^ the iPMsia^ idons^ to tile 

lietttexmnte weM a donhmiirnr tenihst tiie Aomrs of 

he cast an eye of plty> of on the 

state of his Italian pi^vllieee* V '* 

Frmn Italy the empeteteifete iiieeisHmdy ^^Tdei^ed W Mp dSI^ 
sery and demands of ineceos% wl^ dxtOirtea ^0 
Sion of their own #i^esa IHmi dxpirh^ %(dty ^ WlW iteajSB 
marked by the freedom and ehergy ef h^ 
incapable" ahe said> of djsHvenntf ns fntel m nTjMraK 

bards> save us at le^ from the mandty dr ^ 

gave the rqmadi, and rdIMsd f^Rhlmtet If shiif^elmSilSw 
traiu^cvtedmntt&TpttetimTl^ a^tlm 
the name, not of CamOlas, bttt df thf Feter, 1w 

from tiielr walla. But tiie rdOtf wdh acddmMeL {hraUm 
trnil and pressing: and the def|gr ahd 

their ancient opulence, a sum of th<^ thohiand jpb* 

and the forces of the east, wdird draw the 

lustice of Tiberias applied the aObsidf lo m'ddfboe of t 

he dismissed the pettieiiiti with hh bm^viek 

bard chiefs, or to parchase the aldiof tee Nw ^ Ften^ NMpjiim 
standing this weak invention, Itely whs ■tl}l sfflietedl, {tomvW HmA 
besieged, and the eaburhof <^aase» only tbyee Wes frtih 
was pilled and occupied by ti|e troopS of a tijipe ivhem 


oeof % 
rtofefih 
Ften^ 


qualihed to solimt the powefa either 
emperor adopted^ with mtm$0r eAct, tffil tnmtAmm 
some formidable chiefs were persdaded to 0Amj» tee,! 
Homans ; and one Of them, a laOd 
died in the servke of tee exartii'; Whtwste<^teeA| 
to the Franks ; and the ^pcf0 eiM!^n!|i|W IhM ^ 
Bcrupie, their oaths and ei^SjfipemeBU’te titeWsWIevi 
the great grandson of ddvht, was pmogdeftte Intedd i 
ment of loty thousand pistes; 

Bywmtlne coin of the wetehttw one pmAli# te^ 

oia might stipulate, teat teo Jift IK 

ucciqitanoe, t>y a proper xm/m m 
dukes of tee Coitemi IW fmddW 

hii nayteonrs of Gani M 

retalWon, they renoancad WmWmm^ 

tee ndvantogSB of veW govratete^^ 

unammoitaly oontetesd ; foA ||QaMll|gM #^4P 

•ittauied the stMigte and in jWpWJgv 

of teelr new Idim, the con^erm 

mvations, one or #hiite wte Ml by C mWteffl WropE 

Meiovingiaii race who descended from the Alps. The 
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irua 4efeate<i by the jealous antmoaity the Franks and Alemanni. In 
the MOond they were vanquiriied in a bloody battle^ with more hm and 
diahonoiir than they had auslained since tne foundation of their nun 
RdH^ehy* Impatient for revenge^ they returned a third time with aeou- 
molam force, and ^uthark yieldeato the fury of the torrent. The 
droops and treeaum of Xombarda were distributed in the walled 




daiij^r, than of f^l^e and delay, aom murmured against the folly of 
their tw^ty pommandjera; and. the hot yapours of an Italian sun in- 
fitcted with disease those tramontane hodm which had already suffered 
the vicisdtudes of intemperance and famine. The powers that were 
inadequate tp the conquest, were more than suifiolent for the desolation 
of the country ; nor could the trembling natives distinguish between 
enemies and their dbliyerers. If the junction Of the Merovij^ian 
dKiinpenal forces had been effected in me neighbourhood of Muan, 
pdfnps thpy might have subverted the throne of the Lombards ; but 
ih^raiiKs expected pfx days the sigiii^ of a flamn^ 

"^rms of the G;mk were idly employed in the reduction of Modena and 
l'axioa> which were torn ^’om them after the retreat of their transal- 
pine allies. The victorious Autharis asserted his claim to the dominion 
of Jtaly. At the foot of the JQj^sstian Alps, he subdued the re^stance; 
adn ^ed the hidden treasures of a sequestered island in the lake of 
Comum. Aitthe extreme point of Calabria* he touched with his spear 
a column on the sea^shore of ItheMuni,(l) proclaiming that ancnent 
land-mark to stand the jmmoreable boundary of his kingdom.(2) 
During a period of two hundred years, Italy was unequally divided 
between the wngdom of the Lombards, and the exarchate of Ravenna. 
THb oihcPs and professum$> which the jealousy of Constantine had sepa- 
rate, were united by the indulgence of Justinian; and eighteen suc- 
cessive exarchs were invested, in the aecliue of the empire, with the full 
remains of civil, of military, and even of ecclesiastics poner. Their 
immediate jurisdiction, which was afterward consecrated as the patri- 
mony of St. Peter, extended over the modem Romagna, the marshes or 
valleys of Ferrara and Comma<diio,(S) ffve maritime cities from Rimini 
to Ancona, and a se^nd, i^and Pentapolis, between the Adriatic coast 
and the hiUs of thrapennine. Three subordinate provinces, of Rome, 
of Venice, %nd of Naples, which were divided by hostile lands from the 
pdace of Ravenna, a^nowledged both ip peace and war, the supremacy 
of the exarch. Thp duchy pf Rome appears to have included the 
Tuscan, Sabine, and Latin conquestsf, of the first four hundred years of 
the city, and the limits may be disiinc^y traced along the coast, from 
Civita vecchia, to Terradna, and with the course of the Tiber from 
Amelia and Narni to the port of Ostia. The numerous islands from 
Oradp tp Chiozza, composed the infant donunion of Vepice ; but the 
more accessible towns on the continent were overthrowhhy the Lom- 
bards, who^ heheld with impotent fury, a new capital ridbug firom tho 
waves. The pqwer of the dukes of Naples was circumscribed by the 
bay and the adjacent isles, by the hostile te^iitory of Capua, and by the 
Roman eolony of Amalphii(i) whose indostdous citizens, by the inven- 
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tion of the mnniior*a compass^ have nnveiloH the face of tliOjglobe. The 
throe inlands of Sardinia^ CorsM, and, l^oiiy, stiH adhered; ie the mti* 
pire; and the ac^eition of the farther CtdabHa renloy^id the lend^eoark 
of Autharit from the shore of Rhe^um to the litthmvs 
In S^’dinki, the &ava^ mountaineers preserved the Uherty hnd reli|doti 
of their ancestors ; but the husbandmen of Sicily were chaliidii t0 tnelr 
rich and Cultivated 8ol}« Rome was oppressed by irCn sceptre of 
the exarbhs^ and a Greeks, perhaps h eunnt^^ incited with ilkipiax% 
the ruins of the capitoL But Naples soon acquiredAthe priv3e|p6 m 
electing her own dukes j(l) thd independehce Of AmalpM was the fruit 
of commerce { and the voluntary atta^ment of Venice Was finally 
ennobled by an equal aOianoe tvith the eastern empire* On the map of 
Italy, the measure of the exarchate heoitpies a very inadequate space, 
htit it induded an athple proportion of wealth, industi^, and popula- 
tion. The most faithful and valuable subjects escaped from the B whaAr. 
rian yoke ; and the banners of Pavia and Verona, of MUdh nnd PaM^ 
were displayed in their respective quarters by the new inhabitants^ 
Ravenna, ^le remainder of Italy was possessed by the Lombards;;, 
and from^ Pavia, the royal seat, their kingdom was extended to the east, 
the north, and the west, as far as the confines of the Avars, the Ripa- 
rians, and the Franks of Austrasia and Burgundy. In the Jangui^ of 
modern ftcogi-aphy, it is now repretitented by the Terra Firma of tli% ' 
Venetian republic, Tyrol, the Milanese, Piedmont, the C( w t oLGsnoa?^ 
Mantua, Parma, and 'Modena, the grand duchy of Tusoadfl^nd a large 
portion of the ecdeshtstical state from Peru^a to the Adriatic. The 
dukes, and at length the princes, of Beneventum survived the monar- 
chy, and propagated the name of the Lombards. From Capua to 
Tarentum, they reined near five hundred years over the greatest p5u*t 
of the present Kingdom of N^les.(S) ’ ' 

In comparing the proportion of the victorious and the vanquished 
people, the change of language will afford the most probable inference. 
According to this standard it will appeay, that the Lombards of Italy, 
and the Visigoths of Spain, were less numerous than the Franks or 
Burgundians ; and the conquerors of Gaul must yield, in their tum, to 
tlie multitude of Saxons and Aisles who almost eradicated the idioms 
of Britain. The modern Italian has been inseo^lldy formed by the 
mixture of nations ; the awkwardness of the Barbarians im the nice 
management of declensions and conjugationa, reduced them t^the use of 
articles and ituxiliary verbs ; and many new ideas have beeirexpressed 
by Teutonic appellations. Yet the pridclpal stock of technical and 
familiar words is found to be of Latin derivation ;(3) and if we were 
sufficiently conversant with the obaolete, the rustic, and the municipal 
dtale«*ts of ancient Italy, we should trace the origin of many terms 
A^hieh might, perhaps, be rejected by the elassic purity of Rome. A 
nuinorous army constitutes but a small nation, and the powers of the 
Lombards were soon diminished by the retreat of twenty thousand 
Saxons, who scorned a dependant situatioTi, and returned, after many 
hold and perilous adventures, to their native country .(i) The canm of 
Alboin was of formidable extent, but extent of a camp Would be 
easily circumscribed within the limits of a dty ; and its martial Inha- 
bitants must be thinly scattered over the face cw a large oouatiy- When 
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Oi«gor. M«sn. Ub. fit. epist. 93 
(«) I hsw <lcMflb6<t the «tat« of tuit^ tJie | 


f l««HS Cl vile, t«i« I f A* 


plry of lh»* kftiigdott of hfsples AMr tit# tlw 

tnbsUtnteU tbst name instead et ibb mdfk aiUMlMMieii ^ 

appfbra to Save wken |rf*tce before the time erciiamimiie (Sglikaal, p. 

IS) MalTel fVernHft IliitsOattf. Mit. 1* p SlO->99l.>. ami Mafamrl (AiUtehl 
H Dletertaxlone 58, 59. p. IMve aiterted cbe iiattte clahitt oT tbe fr 

fofmer with enthintaam, the latter whh dMcretioii » both with learhtlii, <r- 
( 4 ) l*aal, de Oeit. LOxigabord, lib. ilti c. 9—7. 
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^ fiiiHtai^ de 8 ertioiu( 2 ) The poslerify 
itiii^ ft deeper root iti the 8 oil» which, d 7 every 


. . JBT of hldlrliiff dnd his dup ; and the dvil ttssemUies of 
inline netiEoji the Eattnem, and "assumed the appelUtion^ of a 

nregii^^ amijr* Of thk army, the w aad the rewards were drawn from 
the eonquered proving ; and the olstribniion, which was not efeoted 

-A.-.-? ^ 4_ JH 1 At* >1 _J? 


fte remali ^erwere divided aiQoni^ the s^angers, and a tributary obli- 
ga^on was flRosed (under the naipe of hospitality), of jpaying to the 
Lomba^ a third ps(rt of the fruits of t^e earth* Within less than 
seventy years, this artiftoisl syetem was aboHshed by a more simple and 
splid tefiure<a) JESther the Roman landlord was expelled by his strong 
IM Insolent guest ; or the annual payment, a third of the produce. 


tlon of hmd^ property. Under these foreign masters, the business of 
agriculture, in the eidtivation of corn, vines, and olives, was exercised 
with degenerat^i shiH and indiptry, by the labour of the slaves and 
natives. But the oecupations of a pastoral life were more pleasing to 
the idieneos of the Baroanans* ''In the rich meadows of Venetia, tiiey 
restore^ improved the breed of horses for which that province had 
mifie b^n lilustmUB ;(^ and the Italians beheld with astonishment a 
foiwto rice of oxen^ oV^u£fhloe 8 .(a) Tha depopulation of Lombardy, 
and the ingresse wrests, afford^ an ample range for the pleasures of 


iT;? <T-» >}r»i rWn m n iT-.j 


air to aclsnbwledge the voice, and execute commands, of their 
master, had been unknown to Ihe ingenuity of the Greeks and Ho* 


fl) Pmb up- h- e 0. He ddli ib^ ftailHn sf jnmerttimt by tite Tmtenle.innie sf 
Finite ebtea U UbevlM Mie<l ts tbS MMplMim tter«. Tae tiimbli dcteoa vw aot istniMbki 
ori&$iuM^^iifak«wQi*c«. sceiumv.^ip. 

ffiSWVlTiTi'te P'»rfi‘- ** «*• ««• 

dim tbtf laiSm f£iib ef mn payie^t eT mtd* tier piei^e msay curiosA 

ClfVSSiiHwcc^ Sf (bs eii 4 tb» mMmiwf pf tiH» Uvniisrda* 

SI vicierfet Iii4be oijqnplc saiuf#, 
hcTMt* } bvc lbs Ifnfnd wm extinct 
y. SH.)/>«lbiia:WsMH^tih ancle few^rsni e<fii»niin 
laMMbfcftl epbiU sjrinaic»->ivHd 

S^VMtbiln deliti ftaUw papwUe talraeala rnere <Paul 
I, wboae nsUve dlmpte appearc to bp Aftlca and 
Walp, ftimetbeyare iwi eh nft ,wmwHH. The 
StOMl Arlitotle (Hlet. Animal. Ilh. ti. «. I. p. W. 
opilrer AnKdmela. Sfp iNUSba^ Hlet. NamFelle^ 
dmVtqrasetttalil 1. p. 7. «l* II. !«-, 111. 

l^imiireftsidinpsS^P Hi mclkNialie 

P.H. Vm • aewft'natneacftil tha eaepl. 

vMl l |i^ eH «ir,is»yhwrf wiNMibrmlBVpr bahnlMipilmiH^^ 

eniy-^Arit ntaiertatt<m of Mpmtorl. 


' tte lafrp^llMbsHi. 
uJad IS. ine «iw 


i. iiie turn ^ ftoOiatli. promatatted A. 0. eis. 
papipftit af tbi/de ; bat they ptei^e many curioae 
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abk Aeons o^acalsod brtiboito^ 

atitf^ alwoy* on boronii^ 91bA in tbo iteld Tks »ri%iiSk4 
of our oneetlots wag 1>y the Biiitebn% im t 

proTkees; ai^ tbo law$of Iklyostegin tliagworii^^t^l 
oqnia dimity and ItiaponaiHsg in tbe ji pklddlmM 

^ ra^ yrdg tho iniltK^ieO irfetiinalo#di«i(aitipk^ ilkir 
of the fourth gonof otioh sotvoyod if otndonily i * 

traits of theii^ aav^ i^i^athi«rg.(f) ^ 

but tbo shag^ locSa hugwovar t&ar mouthy i 

reprotenteotbe name ann tihiwacter gd Qie nation ^ 

sisted of loose linen garmente^ after the fhahion of the Ana 
which were dec<»ratad^ in thi^ (^[dnioi^ with broad etsipee oCf 
colours. The lege and feet wm elothed in feng ktm, andt 
dale; and even in the seouiity of peace a truety sWoM wae^^. 
girt to their side. Yet this etran^ apparel, 
concealed a gentle and generoua disposetloii ^ and byraciien bJl ^ m 
battle had eubeided, the (captives ana eubjeets werd eiii; 

by the humanity of the victor* *1110 vices of the Irf^bsMaSnai^ 
effect of passion^ of ignorance, of intoxication ; their jAitnes a^ „ 
more laudable, as they were not effected hy the hyppcrh|p of 
ners, nor imposed by the rigid constraint of laws and eduoatloii. I theuli 
not be apprebensiTe of deviating from my aubject, if H tngtiUfin^ 
to delineate the pnvate life of the conquerors Of Ita]^ r shaR. 
relate with pleasure the adventurous gidlantry of Authim, wh^'' 
breathes the true spirit Of chivalry and,vitanimde.(5) . Alter the loss of 
his promissed bride, a Merovingian j^rineegs, he sougnt in luarriggO the 
daughter of the kirg of Bavaria ; and ihe G^arMd aoceplod the sSidnee 
of ^He Italian monarch. Impatient Hie slao^brogreSs of ntfoihu^o^ 
the ardent lover escaped from his palaee, and vUted HiWdo^rt Of 
% aria in the train of h» own embassy. At the public au4ieiiO|L the Wq* 
known stranger advanced to the tbrone, and mfomiill (Shirmliddi, 
the ambassador Mas indeed the minister of state, hut that Wag 

the fiiend of Autharis, who had trusted him with the delkat^' irnmndsui 

sion of making a faithfUl report of the dianiis of hit spouber Theilde* 
linda was summoned to undeigo this important exftnhi^ydoii : add Mtar 
a pause of sUent rapture, he hailed her aatho queennf Italj^ andunh*^ 
bly requested, that, according to the custom of the natloie ahe wciild 
present a cup of wine to the first of her mw sulgeets. By ^ command 
of her father, she obeyed: Autharis reeitved the cup in his tpr^ add, 
in restoring it to thb prineess, he secretly tomdicd her hand, ^d ddns 
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(11 Tbetr tanorsucs ii pmv^S by tbc IlkaSf STStt'oT tb<ge VbS nMft 
of itumlnssiid the biUory AiImoMs (Htit AsfM gb. St* 

and the notee of bis lust edaor, M. Cfunm. Ui\iiu it p SH ), fifbty { 

10 ) £ti»i, (de Natur. Aitimil. 4b. iU tf, A.’ 

deteribet with lUttonisbmeitt « tScU IC^ue 
Tbraeiait A»wien , ^ 

(S) riftlcolarly tbe serTant or S>rlb)eoii, of tSsafteef « sisaUeafUr, 
dMcritstoD of M de Utiffon, tf IH Wktufene. isoi set p. ms, dC* 

(3) Serlpt. UeriHS ItalloMtiiis, Mn* fk mn V p IM* IbU lallie , 
peW tevft Ui« Ctous. Hi« Ibimt ^praNiiSliW bM OSSWim IS +Wp _ 

httiitiincfi (Ueigolrca ittrt*StiolNtns^be«ili|;f&. fW IS. SS 
observe In the taws of Hotfrarls n niofe eie^wSimbif of Igt 
Gaul, In theSAb century, It U celSbSfeWS by SMcmvi A^gnSOoilMoeS 

O) ^ owKMrtf (nnv ».< in. * >» ii iij p> -#ii||ii» •( M» 

TirrlHin ifUa 
Lonsdsna rotwito 
The ponraHa ofAheoU lombordo \ 

YM wmn, vbtcb hSS beci^n^ m 
Mntmori, tom I dUawotkil. b* JJSi ^ , » , . . ^ 

(5) The itory of Autlians and Tbeo^ln^ la reU^ | y ffaid i jk 
fnieiW uf tavarteti rnttlqnlty eaclle^ taiMbaaiSjo dSliW|e ol tb 
des i*enp)ei de ITiirope, tom *i. p «» -CM. lomr sH P* l-m.' 
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mu finger over his fiiee imd UpA» l^tbe evening, TheDj4elin4ft im* 
parted to hdr nurse the inijUacteet j^miliarity of the stranger^ eii4 wm 
eenifiirted the assiiretiee^ that such boldness ooiUd prooeed^naady from 
the kb^r hsft hoshand, vhOr ky bia beauty and eourage, appeared worthy 
her love* TheambitSBiidera were dismissed ; no sooner did they reach 
the oonfihas of liaiyrtkiei Jtiidhes!^ raising Idmself on hishorse, darted 
his battieiemehgiiiast^4|irm^i^ incomparablA strength and dexterity. 
"dfEck*' stdd hi* to Jthaltwtoidshed Bavarians, such are the strokes of 
^'the kingof the>Iili»biardB.** On the approach of a French smy, Oa- 
rfi>^ aB#liis danghter look refuge in the domimoiis of thmr ally ; and 
tk6 n^wriage was consommuted in the pulaea of Verona. At the end of 
one year, it was dissolved by the death of Autharis : but the virtues of 
Theud^lnda <l) had endeared her to the nation, and she was permitted 
to bestow, wHh her hand, the sceptre of the Italian kingdom. 

jFnm this fact, as wdl as from sunjilar event%(8) It is certain that the 
LMDards pessee^ed freedom to elect their sovereign, and sense to de-- 
eyite the f(^uent ose of that dangerous privilege. The public revenue 
Wose from the prodttee of hmd, and the profits of justice. When the 
ependent dukes agried that Autharis sliould ascend the throne of his 
father, they endowed the regal offioe with a fair moiety of their resiiee- 
tive domains* The^ proudest noldea aspired to the honours of servitude 
near the person of tiieir prince:^ he iwarded the fidelity of his vassals 
by the pa^carieus gift of penslona and hett^e* ; and atoned for the in'* 
juries of war, by the rich foundation of monasteries and churches. In 
peace a judge, a leader in war, he never murped the powers of a sole 
and absolute leg^ator* The king of Italy douvened the national assent 
Idles in the pslaee, er more prsbably in the fields of Pavia : his great 
coundl was composed of. thppeieons most eminent by their birth and 
dignities s but the validity, as w^ as the execution, of their decrees, 
depended on the approbation of the faithful people, the fortunate ariny 
of the Lombards, About fourscore years after the conquest of Italy, 
their traditional "^stopis were transcribed in Teutonic Latin,(S) and 
ratified by the consent of prince and peoples* some new reflations 
*were Introdhoed, more suitaUe to their present condition ; the example 
of Eoi^baria was imitated by the wisest Ids successors, and the laws of 
the Lombards have bees^esteemed tbe least imperfect of the barbaric 
GodeS.(t) Secure by*tbeir courage in the possession of liberty, these 
rude ana hsfity were inaspable of balanoina* the rowers of the 

eOi»tHitiion,{, or of dkeusstng the nice ^theory of poatical government. 
Such crimes ak threatened the Ijfeof the sovereign, or the safety of the 
state, were adjudged worthy of deatii ; but their attention was princi* 
pally confined to the defence of the person and property of the subject. 
According to the strange Jtirii^prudmke of the times, the^ilt of blood 
might bo redeemed by a fine ; yet the high price of nioejE^dred pieces 
of iFoUdMhEiws a sense value of a simple olthfi. Lees atro« 
clous injinm, a wound, a fracture, a blow, an opprobrious word, were 
measured.with scmpulpttg and almost ri^culous diligence ; and the pru- 
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century might hiivft |^i iastrueted ntid eoi^uunded the vie- 
flom Ro^erU, who deriiyNbe ahcurd superetitioB^ luM prokoett tbo 
wretched victims^ of poroUrOf* judicial cruelty.(1} llio erne epirit of 
a leciaUtor^ superior to nls m and country; may be ascribed to l^uit* 
pnw> who condemns, whilone tolerates, the jrajdousand Inveterate 
abuse of duett, (9) observing Arom hit own eaperience, that the Juster 
cause had often been oppressed by sunoessfitl violence. VPhaCeinnr merit 
maybe discovered in the laws of the Loinbairda> are the gumiae 
fruit of the reason of the Barbarians, who never aoiaitted the bmops of 
Italy to a seat in their legislative councils. But the aueoetdkm thoir 
kings is marked with virtue and ahUity ; the troubled aeries of tiietr 
annals is adorned with fair intervals of peace, order, and domestic bi^ 
piness ; and the Italians enjoyed a milder and more equitaMe govern., 
ment, than any of the other kingdoms which had blofi founded on the 
ruins of the western gmpire.(S) 

Amidst the arms of the Lombards, and under the do^wUm W" the 
Greeks, we again inquire into the fate of Rome, (4) which had read^, 
about the dose of the sixth century, the lowest period of her depressm* 
By the removal of the seat of empire, and the successive loss the 
provinces, the sources of public and private opulence were exhausted ; 
the lofty tree, under whose shade the nations of the earth had reposed, 
was deprived of its leaves and branches, and the sapless trunk waa left 
to wither on the ground. The ministers of command, and die piessen- 
gers of victory, no lonmr met on the Applan or Flminiag way ^ and 
the hostile approach of the Lombards was often felt and oontimmlly 
feared. The inhabitants of a potent and peace&l Capital, who visit 
wiriiout an anxious thought the ^rden of die adjacent country, will 
faintly picture in thehr fancy the alstress of the Romans | ^ey Mut or 
opened their gates with a trembling hand, bebdd from the walls the 
dames of their houses, and heard the lamentations of their brethren, 
who were coupled together like dogs, and dragged away into distant 
blavery beyond the sea and the mountains. Buch m&ssant slsrins mast 
annihilate the pleasures and interrupt the labolirs of a rufsl life ; and 
the Campagna of Rome was speedily reduced to the state of a dreary 
wilderness, in which the land is barren, the waters are impure, and the 
air is infectious. Curiority and amMtion no longer attracted the nations 
to the capital of the world : but if chance or neccsrity directed the steps 
i>f a wandering stranger, he contemplated with horror the vBfCancy and 
solitude of the city, and might be tempted to ask. Where is the Semite, 
and where are the people ? In a season of excessive mins, the TBier 
swelled above its banks, and rushed frith itresbtifaie violenee into the 
valleys of the seven hills. A pestilential disease arose R*om the stag* 
nation of the deluge, and so rapid was the contagion, that fourscore 
persons expired in an hour, in the midst of a solemn proeesrion, which 
implored the mercy of heaven.(5) A society, in whirii mwrrisge is en-* 

(1) Set Lcfce RotbitU. no. SJS. p 47. Strip it u tbo nsoie nfa ivRch. It it of Uw 
purest clitsic origin (Hoiai. ep^. ▼. 90* Petmn. e« tint. Ooin ilw w«nl4 ofVeirttiini, 
rqua ttriiet coinederani norvot tnntf) U St iiiiSrroS tlitt tbs prqfsSifs irtn of Itgtfui 
mher than bsrbsric extnctkui. ^ 

(S) Qals Incerte tstniit da Jadlelo Osl, ct isttMot ttidlvliitso per pngtitm eitts josti mte 
•ttsm pnsta perdeio. Sad piopier eottOuetiidliMoi psieai noatrsm tsnsobiyda ri tci kcem 
impMun veiare non poaramiit. Sea p 71. no P. of Iba Uwa of l.adt|^sd, promslfitad 

( 8 ) Ra«^ tba bUtorjr of Panl WsrpeOfd ; piitieiilftrly bb. Rh e. IS. Ssroslna rslectt tlio 
praits, erbleb tppaen to contradict tba tnVeeilvee of popa eiwpw HW Owell bet Wnroiorl 
(Anmll d'Halla, tom. v. p 917 ) praMunat to t m l pp i swfblSad tbs 

fialte of Artant and aRamtaa. V 

( 4 ) Tba pMMgea of tba faomlliaa of Qfaganr, wbkb reprewnl wr1wja|iMa tba 

ciiV and conntry, are transcribed in tba Annats of SarMiios, A. D. PO. no. 11. os. 

*'(*)■ rtalnii»*tfc»««d pkvM w* rtp^ >jr . .I ww jji ijiy ^ 

Ti^, Ind dit|Meti.d to Houi. fur Mnt nU... llit iufmtou mnMM'MuMBiM kt. 
uIttNd tk. rim «itk a (im 4ni|0ii and a u.ln of liul. a«rp«su<w4P^itM. Uk «. c. 1 ). 

Vou. III. Q 




OF ROMAN EMPIRE. 

ving energy in the breaflliMpi^ succeasers 5 end tbe ijiair ef St Peter 
wae nlii^ under the hletirice by the firet and greatest of the 

nan)eelfGreg0ry.(l) Bis {grandfather had nlmsdf Seeai 
at,#e bishops trere ,aireadv bound by the lair ef ^haey« his OOttseera^ 
tion must have been preceded by the death of hie laife* The piraitts of 
Gr^ory, Sylvia and Gdrdian, were the nobleiit of the eenH^^ bhd the 
most pious of church of Rmne s his fi^a»ete rdiatiena mx» hettibered 
among the saints and virgins : and his Own %iire with thode of hit father 
and mother were represented near three hundred fears in 0 IhtnUy por- 
trait^d) which he ofTered to the monastery of St. Andrew* The desiga 
and cdouring of this picture adhrd aO honourable testimony^ that the 
art of painting was cultivated by the Italians of the siath century^ but 
the most abje<'t ideas must be entertained of ihep taste and learning, 
since the epistles Gregory, his sermons, and his diido^ea, ore the 
work of a man who was secona in erudition to none of his ooijMnuo* 
raries ;( 3 ) his birth and abilities had raised^hlm tp the o£Bice of^ prefect 
of the citv, and he enjoyed the merit of j^epouneing the pctmp and vani- 
ties of this world. His ample patrimony was dddmated to the founda- 
tion of seven monasteries, (a) pne in H0mei(d) aOd rix in SloSy : and it 
was the wish of Gregoiy that he mf^t be unKnown In tiiie life^ and glo- 
rious only in the next. Yet this devotion, audit might he tincere, pursued 
the path which would have beeO chosen by a Oraffy and aaddtio^s states* 
man. The talents of Gregoiy, aud the splendour which aoeompanied 
his retreat, rendered him dear and useful to the dfiurch : and implicit 
obedience has been always inculcated os the first * 4 uiy of a monk. As 
soon as he had received the character of deacon^ Gregory was sent to 
reside at the Byzantine court, the nundo or minister of the apostolic 
see ; and he boldly assumed^ in the name of St. Peter> a tone inde- 
pendent dignity, which would have been criminal mid dm^rons in the 
most illustrious laymen of tbe empire. Ha returned ^ Rome with a 
just increase of reputation, and after a short exercise of the monastic 
vii^tues, he was dragged from the cloister to the papal throne, by the 
unanimous voice of clergy, the senate, and tiie peqpfe. He alone 
resisted, or seemed to resist, his own elevation ; and his humble peti- 
tion, that Maurice would be pleased to r^^t the choice of the Ron^s, 
could only serve to exalt his diaracter in the eye^ of the emperor and 


oitracles wlilct it nai In hii own powtr (o opeisio oi' wUbbotd ; a olfcuuMtaaoe wbkb abatet 
tbe sapemition of ctrrgory at tbe expenee of hk veraeity. 

(1) Besidei tbe epiutee of Gregory blmaclf, wlilcb are m^tbodlted by napin fSiblfntbesne 

bccles tom. v. p. 10S.~tSS ). we have three itves of the pepe; Uie two firat written iu the 
eighth ai»4t ninth eenturiet (de Triplici Vila St. OreS* Pmbee to the fimrUi vrSfune of Uie 
Henedictine editioo), bjr tbe deacotia PaaJ (p I— IH.) and ^obn fb. IS—ISS ).aHd coiitaltting 
iiMit.b orifiiiHi, tbottfb doubtful evidence; tiie tbftd, a fang anS bifioifred eonbpllatioii hjr the 
Benedictine edltora (p. l99*-305 >• rbe Annate of BaroiUng ire a copbue but partial htdoiy. 
liis papal preiirdicee are tempered by ifae good ecBie df fleuiy, (Hlat. torn. vtU ) and 

bto chioiiology bad been rectiSed by the cntidim of Pbgi and Muiatori. 

(2) John tbe deacon has deacrlbcd them lliceau eye«ivUneif Chb.lv e. nl, M,) abd hU de- 

scription is illuetrated by Angelo Rocca, a Rogsan antiquary (St. Greg. Opera, toW. Iv. p, SU 
- ^26 ) who observes, that some Mosaics of tbe pnpce *>f the levbutb century are Milt pre- 
set ved in tbe old churches of Rome (p» ). The eaipa walla wbtch rfaresepted Gie- 

gorj's nmiiy, are now decorated with tbe jaaityrdois ef St. Andrew, Uie nm contest of 
Dorninicbino and GuUto. 

(5) lUsclpliinsvero iiberalibos, hoc cat giamtiiitica, rbetorica, tftaleettca, Ra a pvero esc 
instltotiis. Ht quamvis eo tempore Sorerlnt adbue RoMtt stddla itteraNiflii,tanMS imiU hi uibo 
ipsaee^ndiu pntaretor. Paul. Diacon. In VU. S. Grafor. e 11. 

(i) ikB Jbenedlctlncs (VU. oret hb. i. pi MS— MS.> iabotir to Ndape the ttoeasiarles of 
Gregory wltbin the rule of their own order ; but at the question Is eonftsied to be dobbtAil, 
It IS clear that tliese powcr/bt mofifcs at» In tbe wiwug. Sm IMtt(^e JMwu of tbe Sabits« vot 
Hi. p. 14$. a work of merit t the aenoe and liaMilnt,liiient 10 ||i»eilb#*M PfMndSeee am 
these of his profession 

(5) McmaMertimi oregoriawaiii in ejuedem SetU GtecorM pdibba Ml rilMHb iMHkilrbpo 
eecteslamS^ S Jobannls «t Pauli In hoftoretn St. Andrew (Aobn in VtN 
lib. vii. epist ISk), This tn»cise bud ouMinetery nere sitnaw ou the w 

wbieb l^oius the imisUne ; they are wow ebcnided bv the ( amoldoU 1 MtomplM, 

and St. Andrew has retired to « fmab chapel. Nardlui, Roma AnflM'ilb w.ie. s.p« ItW, 
Deteriatioue di homn, tom 1. p 442 -446. 



THE DECLINE^ ANJ& FALL 

the ppblic. When the fnttil mandate waa'h^Sclaimed, Gregory solicited 
the'eid of some friend^ inerdianti» to ronvey him in a basket h^ond 
the gates of Rome^ ana mostly concealed nimself some days among 
the woods and mountains^ tin hia retreat was discoyered. as it is saii^ by 
a bestial light* 

The pontifii^ of Gregory the Great, which lasted thirteen years, 
SIX months, and ten days, is .one of the most edifying periods of the his- 
tory of the church. His virtuefe, and even his fa^ts, a singular mix- 
ture of simplicity and eunning, of pride and humility, of sense and 
superstltioiu were happUy suited to his station, and to the temper of 
the times. In his nval, the patriarch of Constantinople, he condemned 
the antichristian title of uiuversal bishop, which the successor of St» 
Peter was too hangj^y to concede, and too feeble to assume ; and the 
ecclesiastical jurisaiction of Grcmiy was condncd t^ihe triple character 
of biiihop Of t^me, primate of Italy, and apostle of the west. He fre- 
quently ascended pulpit, and kindled, his rude, though pathetic 
eloquence, the congf^nial passions of his audience: the language of the 
Jewish prophets^jiWail ii]||erpreted and applied, and the niin& of the 
people, depressed by their present calamities were directed to the hopes 
and fears of the invisible world. His precepts and example defined the 
model of the Roman liturgy ;(l)r the distribution of the parii^es, tlie 
calendar of festivals, the order of processions^, the service of the priests 
and deacons, variety and chaise of sacerdotal garments. Till the 
last days of his life, he ofilciated in tlie ranon of the mass, which con- 
tinued above three hours ; the Gregorian chant(9) has preserved tiie 
vocal and instrumental music of ilie theatre, and the rough voices of 
the Barbarians attempted to imitate the melody of the Roman 8chool.(3) 
Experience had shewn him the efficacy of these solemn and pompous 
rites, to soothe the distress, to confirm the faith, to mitigate the fierce- 
ness, and to dispel the dark enthusiasm of the vulgar ; and he readily 
forgave their tendency to promote the reign of priesthood and super- 
stition. The bishops of Italy and the adjacent islands acknowleuged 
the Roman pontifi* as their special metropolitan. Even the existence, 
the union, or the trauslation of episcopal seats, was decided by his abso- 
lute discr^ion : and hU successful inroads into the provinces of Greece, 
of SpBi% and of Gaul, mig^t countenance the more lofty pretensions 
of succeeding popes. He intm-posed ta prevent the abuses of popular 
elections ; his jealous care maintained the purity of faith and discipline, 
and the apostolic shepherd as^uoudy watched over the faith and disci- 
pline of the subordinate pastors. Under his reign, the Arians of Italy and 
^ain were reconciled to tlie Catholic chui^, and the conquest of 
Britain reflects W glory on the name of Cww, than on that of Gre- 
gory I. Instead of six legmn^, forty monks were embarked for tl it 
distant islam^add the pontifl lapiented the austere duties which for- 
bade him to^tPIbtake the perils of their s{>intttal warfare. In less than 
two years he could aniR^ce to the archbishop of Alexandria, that they 
had baptised the king of Kent with ten thousand of his Anglo-Saxons ; 
and that the Roman missionanes, likn those of the primitive diurch, 

(J) Tb« Lord*! prayer eoniHts of Saif a doseS Uoe« : the SacrameHtariiii and Antiphona- 
rim of OtffOity All eight liaiuired aud ctebty foHo pacet ('tom. Ui. p 1 - 8 Se ) : let the«e only 
eonailMilt a part of the ordo aomaHht, whieh HaiiUiod bai IlliiHnited and neurr baa 
abrM^f^n. Ceele%. wm,* Wti. p, ^ 

0 ») I kiisWaM tbdabbo Onbdi iHefteetloutrsttr la Poeale et la Peintnre. tom. Hi. p, 114. 


ITS.), tbh ^ almptieliy of tbs Ambroelan chatit wat conilned to foar modea, wbUe the 
nmr* iWWnt lueilioiy of tbs Orgmtan eompriaed the eisht modes or SOeea eiwds of (be 
SiiSu cdanolBsenrs admire the pretice and inan> 


I Or VU. Grer* its. il« c. 7 .) evpieases the early contempt of the na* 
stneiuc Atptna scilicet rorpora vocain sntmm tonlumis akisone per- 

. , sttimeMN modiihitloiils dulcedlnem proptie non reshitenit uubi bibali luttoris 

barbera ferftsa dttSpinleiiloniiim H TepcrctiasiobflMisiniieiii iiiUtor edefe cantitenam. tiataiali 
eiMMiani fniiore qnWillittstra per fradin confuse sonantia ritldaB yoecs Jacthc, Ac. In the 
tune of Cbariemsgttd, tSh Franks, Uioi»gh with some reluctance, admitted the iiiiace of the 
reproach. Moraiorl, msiert. « 5 . ^ 
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werQ armed onl/ with apiriti|i| and lupeniatural powers. Tlie credulity 
or the prudence of Greg;orywa8 aiwaya disposea to ccmilnii the trutha 
of relig^ by the evidence of ghosts, mirades, a|id resfiflrectloiie ;(1) 
and posteritv has paid to kis memory the Ulne triNtOj which he freely 
granted to the virtue of his own or the preceding generetiofi. The 
celesUai honoun have been liberally bestowed by toe OuthdIKtf Of the 
popes ; but Gregory is 'tibe last of thteir own order whom have 
presumed to inscribe in the calendar of wdnto. 

Their temporal power insensibly arole nbm the calsndties of the 
times ; and the Roman bishops, who have deluged and Asia 

with blood, were compelled to reign as the ministers or diaiity and 
peace. 1. The church of Borne, as It has been formerly observed, was 
endowed with ample pomessiotts in Italy, Sicily, and the more distant 
provinces ; and her a^nts, who were n^uentiy suhdeacons, had ac'- 
cfuired a civil, and even cnminaL jurisdiction over their tenants. and 
husbandmen. The successor of St. Peter administered his patrimony 
with the temper of a vigilant and moderate landlord ;(9) ana the epis- 
tles of Gregory are filled with saJutaiy instmotlftiii to abstain 
doubtful or vexatious lawsuits ; to preserve the ipiigrity of weights 
and measures ; to grant every reasonatde delay, and to reduce the capi« 
tation of the slaves of the glebe, who mrtohas^ Uie light of niarisage 
by the payment of an arbitrary fine.(d) The rent or the piroduce of 
these estates was transported to the mouth of the Tiber, at the risk 
and expense of the pope : in the use of weiRth he acted a hiithihl 
steward of the chur<di and the poor, and liberally applied to Uieir wants 
the inexhaustible resources of abstinence and order. Thp voluminous 
account of his receipts and disbursements was ke^ above three hun- 
dred years in the Lateran, as the model of Christian economy. On the 
four great festivals, he divided their 'ouarterly aRowanoe to the deivy, 
to his domestics, to the monasteries, tine churches, the places of bund, 
the alms-houses, and the hospitals of Rome, and the rest of the diocess. 
On the first day of every month, he distributed to the poor, aceordlnff 
to the season, their stated portiesi of corn, wine, cheese, ve^ablesr oi^ 
fish, fresh provisions, clothes, and money ; and his treasures were con- 
tinually summoned to satl^, in his name, the extraordinary demands 
of indigence and merit. Tne instant distress of the sidk and helpless, 
of strangers and pilgrims, was mReved by the bounty of each and 
of every hour : nor would the pHRiff Indow himself in a frugal repast, 
till he nad sent the dishes firom his own table to some objects deimrving 
of his compassion. The misei^ of the thfies had reduced the nobles 
and matrons of Rome to accept, without a blurii, the benevolence of the 
church : three thousand virgins received their food and raiment from 
the hand of their benefactor ; and many bishops of Italy escaped from 
the Barbarians to the hospitable ihreshotd or the Vatican. Gregory 
might justly be styled the father of his Country ; and sud^as the ex- 
treme sensibility of his conscience, that, for the death of Aeggar who 
had peridhed in the streets, he interdicted hirnsrif during several days 
from the exercise of sacerdotal functions. 11. The misfortunes of 
Rome involved the apostolic past^ In the business of peace and war ; 

a I A French critic (Pelrw OatMiivlllliic^ Ot»cre,tatti. II p hu vbiSlcaUd the 

of Qregory to the entire nontenw of Uic Dtareguei. Onpin (tom v* ISS ) doe« iiui 
thliik tbM mif onn will v«mcli Ibr the trath of all dm nlreclef ; i aboahl lUie to knoir Sow 
many of them he believe4 bllnrell. 

(t) SarunioB la un willing tn exiwtiate on the cart of Um Mlrtmnsltfir ien be ebovht betray 
that they eoutUied nut of tthgSomt but ibrme. The frensfi ^ Seisiflteiiiie fSilore 

(tom. Iv. lib. S. p *7*, Stc.), and neqry (tom. vilU p ac.l, m* m of ctylw^ 
into there bumble, UMHigb nrefial, detain ; and Uw iutmtaltr or rnonrv dweUe ss lllj|eeGWi 

tliat this peenniafy toe oa the mairiagm ef v Utate 
fimotte,pitd often fibulom. ri»bt. do culwage, d|^ 4 iieUe, Ac. Wit%^ Sototo sf her 
baaband. a bandeome bride nctlgbt conuunte the pbymeni in the anna toidlord, 

and the mutual Sirour mlgbt aSoid a precedent of local r. tber Uian kfii instof. 
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and it miglit bo doubtfal to himselfj whetholp^pioty or ambitian prompted 
to supply the j^aee of hi$ abaent sorereigii. Gregory amketied 
emperoir from a loiig exposed the guilt or incapacity of the 

eicaeoh and hie Infoitor tiOTMsere^ complained that the vetaraiiB were 
withdrawn from Rome for the defence of 8poleto» encouraged the 
Italians to guard th^r cities and altars, and condescended, in the crisis 
of danger, to name4be< ti^xioo, and to direct the operations of the 
provincial troOM But thauaiitttial t^pivit of the pope was checked by 
the scruples efnUBkluili^aita rengioni the imposition of tribute, though 
it was employed in tlm Itahan tror, he freely condemned as odious and 
oppMfttdva ; whilst he protssOed^ai^inst the imperial edicts, the pious 
cowardice of the edldim who deserted a military for a monastic life. 
If we may credit his own demiwtions, it would have been easy for Gre- 
gory to extmamate ^o Lccnbards by their domestic factions, without 
Icavhig a kh||b dokOi or a count, to save that unfortunate nation from 
the vengeance of ^leSr foes. As a Christian bishop, he preferred the 
salutary odicea of uoaco ; his mediations appeased the tumult of arms ; 
but he was too the arts of the Greeks, and the passions of 

the Lombards, to l|Bm har earned prmnise for the observance of the 
truce. X^ppoinMd m the hope of a general and lasting trmity, he 
presumed to save his eounti||without the consent of the emperor or 
the exarch. The sword of tlie enemy was suipended over Rome ; it 
was averted by tho mild Sequence ibid seasonable gifts of thepontiil, 
who commanded the respect of heretics and Barbarians. The merits of 
Gregory were treated by the Byeantine court widi reproach and insult ; 
hut in the attachment m a grateful people, he found the purest reward 
of a dtuteO, and the best right of a 80 vereign.(l) 


CHAP. XLVi. 


Revolutiont of Persia after the death 0 Phosroee or Nwhirean.^Hit 
eon, Hormowt, a tyrant, is depoeed^-^Viurpation of Raharam, — Fi^ht 
and resioratum of Choeroee If.— JK# gratitude to the Romani, — Thr 
ehapan of the Avare,^Retoit- of the army apaimt Maurice — His 
^ath.^'Tyrann.y of Phdeae^BleOiRjmn of Heracltut, — 7'he Persian 
suhduei Syria, Fpmt, and Asia Minoii^^ege of 
Constan^nppU iy the Persians ana dinars.— Fvrnan Expeditions , — 
Vietories md triumph if MeracUut, ^ 


The contact of Rome and Persia was prdonged from the death of 
Crassus to the rdgn of Heradius. An expmdence of seven hundred 
years might convince the rival nations of the Impossibility of maintain' 
ing their odittaests, beyond tihe fatd limits of the Tigris and Euphrates. 
Yet the emiilation of Wtapan and wuMan was awakened by the trophies 
of Alexander, aixd the soverekm* of Perma indulged the ambitioos 
hope of restoring the empire or Such extraordinary efforts 

of power and courage will always oHniand the attention of posterity ; 
but the events by whidi the fhte of nations is not materially chang^, 
leaveaRdnt Impresdon on^ piM of history, and Ae patience of the 
reader wmiU be ekbansted by the rimetitioh of the same IjioiiiSiUes, 
undertdc^ without causci fu^aecuted without glory, and Serminated 
wmont Orta of ntgotlaitlen, unknown to the simple great- 


(1) Ta» tusisavl lelfii of nrefSW ft sbbr Sxpoim by Slfoiiiii* 4ii Mio Srtfc bosk, Oe 
RtMlnSihi. SetOlt tom. it. p. Si-75. 

^ n nfoteerent • . • vflteret V^niia ac Ma^ostnA tanutoOt, tcque tuva. 

mnm poums 1m ft poti Alaaandio, MrwtultoMittlapi ac miaat lactetat. I^cit. Anna!, 
e, SI. SiicS wu me WntiMSe or tbe Aria^e ; t tavS repedaStf marked t1i« lolW tIalfiiB of 
tke baemniaat 
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neiftof the seanete and tiie0iiiwrB^ were sseiduou^x eukiveted hf the 
Byiantiiiepeb»»s ; mdi the memerkde of theiv pmetoftl eml»ki»iiee(n 
n^esty wkh the Mme ttidfom proluuty, itejaim 
diKskmetion, the inecdeoee of the m'aendie temper of 

the trihtrtiffy Greeks. Lam^itiiig the bmTto eup^rilai^ of, feetiNfiak^ 
1 have studied to eomprees the narrative of these uninteOMl^ 
actions : hut the just Nushirwui is still anplaaded as asOM of 
oriental icings^ and the ambitioii of liia ChosToes mopared the 

revolatioii of the east, which was ejmeoily Iceomplished V 
and *the religion of the soccessors of M^^ujsnet. 

In tihe QselesS altereatilons that nreOMO and Justify the quarrels of 
princes, the Greeks and the Barbaras accuse o^mw of vi^^ng 
the peace which had keen eoncluded between the two emp^idMmt 
four years before the death of Justinian.' The sovereign of ftersla ahd 
India aspired to reduce, under his obedience, the ^oyincetnMTeinen, or 
Arabia(2) Felix ; the dl^ant land of myrrh and fiankUioene^wid^ had 
escaped, rather than opposed, tiie oon^querors of oast. "Alter the 
defeat Abrahah under the widls of Mecca, theiM||U of Msoons and 
brothers gave an easy entrance to the Pemans ; wlraiased ^e stMtn^* 
gers of Abyssinia beyond the Red sea : and a nativ# prince of the 
cient Homerites was restored to the tksOllO Os the vassrii or viceroy of 
the great Nufdiirvan.(3) But the nephew of Justinian dedttted his 
resolution to avenge the injuries of his Christian aUy^ thd mrlnee of 
Ab^^nia, as they suggested a deoeni pretened to jliseontinfte the 
annual tribute, which was poorly disgoisedlby the nahie Of peridon. The 
churches of Persarmenia were oppressed by the intOlermit leqdrit of the 
Magi ; they secretly invoked the proteeti<m of the C^ristians^ ehd after 
the pious murder of their satraps, the rebels were allowed and suppmrU 
ed as the brethren and subjects of the Roxnan empefOT*^ infie com* 
plaints of Nu^hirvan were diar^s^ed by the Bysantine ecmrt ; Justin 
yielded to the importunities of the Turks, who ofTered an alltance 
against the common enemy ; and the Persian numardhy was ^reatened 
at the same instant by the unitid forces of Europe, m iEU^pk, and 
of Scythia. At the age of fourscore, the soverei^ cJ the 4east would 
perhaps have chosen tiie peaceful ei^oyment cJ Ids f^OMfsmdgreatn 
but as soon as war became inevitable, he tooled alacrity 

of youth, whilst the aggressor traxxiMed In th«|wWieiOoiUd^ 
Nushirvan,mr ChoBroes, conducted in person the^egeof Bura; and 
although that important fortress had left destR|ite ^ and 

magazines, the valour of the inStebHants resisted abdvw five snonms the 
archers, the elephants, and the military engines of fbe great king. In 
the meanwhile his general Adarman advanced from Babylon, travelled 
the desert, passed the Euphrates, insulted sulrum of Antioch, 
reduced to ashes the city of Apamea, and laid Idio Cpoila of Syria at the 
feeet of his master, whose perseverance, in tiie midst of winter, at 
length subverted the bulwark of the east* Bwt these lessee, whkh 
astonished the provinces and eou^, produw a salutary ofieet^ 
the repentance and abdication of the eg^eror Justin ; a new ^irit arose 
in the Bysantine councils ; and of three years was ootained by 
the prudence of Tiberius. That seasonable intoval was employed in 


(i) s«e (be embMfles of MenMdsr, exuncted xsd ordierfe<| la tbs ISStb Saatiiry br tbc 
order of Coottautloe Porptayiogoaltsf. ) 

m 1 he general indepenSeuce of ibe Ataba, wblsb awaot be sdudUSd wUbeui SMew 
tathme, U blindly xaamcd tu x aepnnte dtsatfUdliiaor tbs ftntbeni dT She Oulumai 
vol. XX. p 190-23O. A perpetual miracle le suopo^ tobavs guscdSd^fte propiraef r ^ ^ 
of the poaieray of itiunxel. and these Mirned idgote are qol afraid to rlia the uuita < 
tianity on this frail and slippery rontiihitioai. 

(S) IVHeibeiot, BlMioth Orient p 4T7. Pocoofc, Speolmen Hiet An 
rather Past (Ciltica, tom ll p, Me) has provenLilwt after ten yeaia 
nar, alitcb conttmiira twenty years, WM renewed s* D. 571 . Mahuidei X 
in the year of the etepluiit, m the dilbst of Aorahah (04giiler Vie da MSlia 
90->98 ) , and this account altoas tno yeais lor the conquest of Yemen 
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tlie preparations of war ; tmd the roiee of rumour urodahned to the 
worlUj tnat from the distutt eountries of the Alps ana the Hhine^ irom 
S^hla» Maesia^ Fimnoida» JUjrvleum, and Isauria^ the atren^fth ef the 
imperial cavalry wae t^mwed with one hundred and dfty thousand 
soldiera Vet the kiiw of Feraia^ without fear, or without faith, re- 
solved to prevent ^ attadlr'of tiie enemy ; again paased the Euphjwtes, 
and diamnning the amhesiadefe of Til^us, arrogar^y commanded 
them to await hie ajrriVil j^jOtssareHy the metropolia of the Os^padodan 
provinoes. The two arimes eneountered eadi other in the battle of 
Alelitene ; the BathariaitS, who^^kened the air with a cloud of arrowa, 
prolonged line, end eatended thetr wings across the plain ; while 
the Romaae, in and friid bodies, eapeeted to prevail in doaer 
action, by i^e weight of the awmrda and lanees. A Scythian chief, who 
eornmanded their right winr, suddenly turned the flank of the enemy, 
attaisked thdr rearwiard m the nreseaee of Chosroes, penetrated to 
the midst the camp, pillaged tne royal tent, profaned the eternal 
Are, lodded a train of camels with the apdla of Ada, cut his way through 
the Persian hOitjij||d ratarnod with aoi^ of victory to bis friends, who 
had consumed the^K^iA shwle cmnbats, or ineffectual skirmishea. The 
darkness of the night, and the separation of the Romans, afforded the 
Persian monarch an opportOAtity of revenge; and one of their camps 
was swept away by a rapid and ra^tuoua assault. But the review of 
his low, and the consciousness of his danger, determined ChoaroeB to a 
speedy reWieat ; he burnt, in his passage, the vacant town of Melitene ; 
and, without consulting the sa&ty of fiia troops, boldly swam the Eu- 
phrates on the hack of an elephant. After this unsuccessful campaign, 
the want of megadneS, and primps some inroad of the Turks, obliged 
him to disband or divide his forces | the Romans were left masters of 
the field, atid their general Justinian, advancing to the relief of the 
Persarmenian rebels, erected his standard on the banks of the A raxes. 
The great Pompey had fl>rmerly halted within three days' marcl^ of the 
Caspnm :(1) that iidand sea was explored for the first time, by a hostile 
fleet,(9) aim seventy thousand captives were transplanted from liyrca- 
nia to the trie of Cyprus. On the return of spring, J ustinian descended 
into the fertile plains of Assyria, the flames of war approached the resi- 
dence of Nushirvan, the indignant monarch sunk into the grave, and 
his last edict restrained hip miocessors from exposing their persons in a 
battle agfdagt the Romsne. tlie memoir of this transient affront 
was lost In the glories of li long reign ; ana his formidable enemies, 
after indii%tug tEelr dream of eonguesi, again solicited a short respite 
from the cdamities of war.(fl) 

The throne of Chosroes Nushirvan was filled by Hormone, or Hor- 
misdas, the eldest or the most favonred of his sons. With the king- 
doms of Persia and India, he inherited the reputation and example of 
hU father, the service, in eveiy rank, of his wise and valiant omeer^ 
and a general system admiiihrtration, harmonized by time end politi- 
cd wiMom, to pramlReiheltappliiess of the prince and people. But 
the royal youth enjoyed a sl^ moire^vilttiible blessing, the friendship of 
n sage who had presided om bteMHpneetion, and who always preferred 


(1) Hf had nnqttlthed the Alhaatato*, whs btsatht Into the Aeld twelirs tlioiiaimd hoise 



MaosdoiiwiM, wlMn Paltocla, tits tMtothsI sf the Unii sf Syria, srlenSHa and Antiochn*, 
ChtoSiided meat mbably chs rim Okos, tbs tosAnee of India friin. Hitt. Naiur vi 
11 ) f of the ikwMiaiM when Petsr Ucondsasd a Seel and army Arnm the iiel«hbOHi hood 
of Mnscsw In tbs cesat of Perils (Aeir* Travsit, eol II. p. ), He jiwily iHikur^ea, 

iliti tticS iotrild iwati bad nsm bssn Cisphoed dt (be Vtden. 

(8) For thsw ISersIsn wara and m UStiSHdsr, in hxmpt Ugai p 11.1 is*;. 

TiicopluQBa apnd Phntiniii, c<>cl litle p. 77 81 bv4|iiKf, lib. t. c» 7 la. 

lib iU c 9-16. AgaUiiaa, Mb Iv p ISU 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^ 

, tfie honour to Hie intoreot of hh pupils his intorosl to Iiib iooliiMtion. 
In II diiipute With tiie Greek and likdiaii phOon^fdim* BaswriCl) liad 
onee minntaiiiedj that the meat grievous mistbitune dHIfe Ur old ^ 
withoiKl the lOoiMibrsBoe of virtue ; and om'es^ar wiR pipsumetUat 
the satfie ^ndole oompelled hiin> during three yetwih to direet the 
coniieils of the Anlaa empire. His seel wasrevariM thtgrplltude 
and doeilitjr of Hormoits^ who acJcziowledged Umself more kmhtpd to 
his predator than to hts parent: but jnu^ age and laUotir bedjm- 
paired the strength and perhaps the faculties of this prudent eouits^lor^ 
he retired from courti and abandoned il|p vouthfnl monarch to his own 
piisflions and thoee of his hivofuriten Bf the fatal vldssltada of hmnan 
aflairs, the same scenes wm reaea^ed at Ctesij^nniA whi^ had beep «x» 
hibited in Rome after the death of Marcus AntmiUmS. The miidaters 
of flattery and corruption^ who had been banislied by the father* were 
recalled and cherished by the son; the djbagiece and S9ille of the ^deads 
of Nu^irvan establishea their tyranny; andvirtite was dfdvon by de- 
grees from the mind of Homiou& from mspalaoe^ and from govern- 
ment of the state. The faithful agents^ the efw» nad; ram of the king* 
informed him of the pnmress of disorder* that the pRvtpciiii governors 
flew to their prey with the flerceness of lions and that their 

rapine and injustice would teaih the niostdoyid of hw auhiocts^ to abhor 
the name and authority of their sovereign* The sipcenty of this ad- 
vice was punished with death* the murmurs of the mtiies weap despised* 
their tumults were quelled by military > execution*; the intermodhite 
powers between the throne and the pecmle were idmlished; and the 
childish vanity of Hormoui^ who aflbcM m daily .use dF the tiam> was 
fond of declaring, that he alone woidd bathe Judge M well as the master 
of his kingdom. 1 n every wOrd* and In every action* the son of Nuahir- 
van degenerated from the virtues of his Aither. Bis avarice deflmuded 
the troops; his jealous caprice degraded the satraps; the palace* the 
tribunals* the waters of the Tigris* were stained with the blood of tlae 
innocent* and the tyrant exulted in tbo suflbrings aiHl estecution of 
thirteen thousand victims. As the excuse of his cruelty* he sometimes 
condescended to observe* that the fears Of the FerriaDs woidd be pro- 
ductive of hatred* and that their hatred must terminate in rebelilon : 
but he forgot that his own guilt and folly had inspired the sentiments 
which he deplored, and prepared Ihe event whidb he so iustly appre- 
hended. Exasperated by long and hopetess oppression* the provinces 
of Babylon, Susa* and Uarmania* erected the standard of revolt ; and 
the princes of Arabia* India* and Scythia* refused the customary tri- 
k)iite to the unworthy successor of Nushirvan. llie arms of the Ro- 
mans* in slow sieges and frequent inroads* 8flUcte<!l ihe frontiers of 
Mesopotamia and Assyria ; one of their generals prolsssed himself the 
dtsdnle of Scipio* and ^e solders were ammated by a miraculous image 
4>f Christ, whose mild aspect dhould never have been dkqplayed in nie 
front of battle.(2) At the same time the eastern provinces of Persia 
were invaded by the great khan* who passed the Oxtis at the hea^of 
three or four hundred thousand Turkey The imprudent Hormoiix ac- 
4*epted th^r perfidious and formidabih aid ; the cities of Khoras^ or 
Bactriana were commanded to open their gi^ ; the march of the Bar- 
barians towards the mountains of Hyrcania revealed the correspondence 


(1) Buiirr MIblf may St consldereil. In hl« cbMfftcisr and aMtlniH na tlM> Snnnea of ibe 
but hii vtrtuon, sod perbapt bis nmlts, ara tua tuottu ibati tJ|Af« of jbbo KoniiO« wbu 
appears to liave been ntutb more l<M|Haelous tbe VerMan mfe M Ibe persoii who im* 
poned ftom India tbe same of chess and tbe Wdes ^ H!|«r« %#¥ Saa hcen tim Cm of 
bii wUdum aiid \lrtuei, that the Chrlattana claim Mm ii OMWeW hr the seaptlymlflm 


Uahometana tevere BuiufS at a premature Musanhnan. ti'Merhatof, hNMheque^ UrkhtSie, 

’’ (2) Sec the imitation of Selplo In Thfophvlact.llb I c. 14. the Itnat^prMlst* II. c. 

Herraftcr I aliaB apeak more ampb of the vhristlati IriiafH— I ki^pioit UM tdnia. 
Ilila, if I am not mistaken, la (be iddest axttwfroitfrot of divtne immimctiiief bat in the 
next thoiuaiid years, many others isiitcd IVum the same woikshop. 
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pi* the Turkish and Roman jurms and tlidbr tmiea luuf^t have sahvet led 
the Uirone of the house of Aisaaiu 

hi^ been it wee saved by a hero. After hie 

revolt^ Vsjranes or JBdhlte ja stigmtised by the son of Honooua as an 
ur^^fnl slave : t^ |^ou4 and amb^poous re|Kroach of dewotisna, since 
hewastt^y desmp^^m the anp^nt prineesof BeiXOpaeof the 
seven Aunulee |rhc^*ffl|^Wdi% as veil as substantial prerogatives 
exited ti^nfli^^e the Beisian SQbiUty.(9) At the ine^e 

nr was slgnsjiiyed under the eyes of Nuahii^ 

L the la^epii aucf^vely promoted Iubl to the oomn 
1^1 ^ jKfvei^^m^ of Media, and the superintendence of 
whiph marked him as the deliveier 
t UP myired by his past victories and eortimordinary 
tet tir^ia is es^pressive <u the quality of dry wood; he 
^ and stature of a giantj and his savage oountenanoe was 

fmoimw eompared to that pf a wild cat. While the nation trembled^ 
whUe Honhoms di^ulaed his terror by the name of suspicion^ and his 
servants ooncealed their iUsloyalty under the mask of fear^ Bahram alone 
displayed h|P eoursge and apparent fidelity ; and as soon aa 

he Ibund that than twelve thousand soldiers would follow him 

e^nst the enemy, he prudently declare^ that to this fatal number, 
Aeavmi had reserved ^ hndpuiu of the triunwhf The steep and nar* 
row descent p^ the Piue ltuaber(^or Byrcpman rock, is the only pass 
throng whjkdi an s^y can penet^ftp int^ the territory of Rei and the 
plains of Madia. Fipm the commanding h^hts, a band of robolute 
men |t%ht overwhelm with stones and da^s the myriads of the Turkish 
host : ^eir empe^r and lus apn were transpierced with arrows ; and 
the fugitiviBS were left, without council or provisions, to the revenge of 
an injuired p^lsu The patriotism of the Persian general was stimu- 
lated by his affection for the city of his forefathers ; in the hour of vic- 
toiy every peasant became a soldier, and every soldier a hero ; and 
their ardour was kindled by the gorgeous spectacle of beds, and thrones, 
and tahlef of massy gol^ the spoils of Asia, and the luxury of the hos- 
tile cetdp. ^ J^V^ce a less mallgxumt temper could not easily have 
forgotten his b^eftctor, and the secret hatred of Hormous was en- 
venomed by a mididous report, that Bdiram had privately retained tlie 
most precious hruits of his Turkish viotory. But the approach oi a 
Roman army op the side of tibe Araxes compelled the implacable tyrant 
to smile and to wpiaud ; and the toils of Bahram were rewarded with 
the permimloji ox encounte^ring a new enemy, by their skill and discip- 
line more iormioablo tbaa a S^thian multitude. Elated by his recent 
success^ he dimtchea a herala with p hold defiance to the camp of the 
Amnans, re<{U&ting them to fix a day pf battle, and to choose whether 
they would pass the river ^ena^ves, or .pllow a free passive, te tho 
annsof the ipceftt king. Tlien^tenantcdthiiemperor Maurice prefi^rrei 
th^^li^eridt&n^^ and whkh would have en- 

«r lleli If msttdentd lA tbf spociyaML^ooS of robu «• alreaoy fiouris&mg, 
«v«ii iSttdrea StIMS dtrifl, mSsr Ibi^alrmuempi^ irndar the foreifh tiMOies of 
■|# ciw* ove aefUNdeaSto to thefoutli «r the CMpiiS gateft. wa* 
hv the llBcoa«b||BO and pi^ieiM. (Straho, lib. xl. f 790 ) its 
- In thb ttUtth centaiv w exaggenud beyond the bonndf of crcdi 
m tnlh^ few wart anOtbe Hnwbolefomatteee of the air. Cberdiu. 
m. m. 0 'flwHot. Oibhotb. oriental, p. 714 * ^ 

, , tbb «oiy Of the teven Pertltnt la lold lu the third book 

of ml IMideiimili are oUen mentfoned, etpeeieUv db the Oagmenu 

ef Mllaiimi ^ onSM (Heredol lib. liL g. 83, SI > It hostile to the 

!sa5" ^ 

(3) 

MS) who 
pistt sea 



iU wsiism ^iraawwve ssase siiis. %e taw ^ gp gMrvassw w ausr 

, „ KOern probebto |h<il tbe yften taniUea conld survive the 

Th<^ ihlgb^ however, he r^ietonted by ibe teven 

Kogno rmtoo, Wit I p. isO ) antf some Peraien ttolmi, like the 
h. lib V. i MO,) and CappaMta, (otpdor. Skoi. iib. Si. tom. ii. |». 
tr descent Ooin the boWI comfiiitioiie of Darlas. 

UOteripttoH of tbit mouiaaiii by oiearlttt. (Voyige «ii Perse, p M7. 
With mnob difficulty and danger In hit murii Oom Ispahan to the cat*- 
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haiw^ tN vietorf of ^ th#^|dcil^ mioril htiaody, 

and thoir ei^pe more But liMe nud toe 

daoffer of hto Kingdom* OyOilmlxiioed in tbo fi[orinou«1>y 

the mograoooflikoev^ and im sooner hyi'BifeM 

and reidemed hii kMs, than he recited fttm » rmNd the 

inmil^g gift of a ^staff* a sM a imhjfle^rip Jff Ife- 

male appard. Obedieift to the wm df hk h«^ 

to the ecdfiers in this miwoithv Jiegnise : |bt!rv'«^onted ^ 
and thdr own: a shoot of reheraon mn though the ranm* m ^ 
generak aeeqpted their oaths M ddsBty imd VO^s of ireipe^^ A Moond 
mesB^ger* who had been eonthimded to bring therdbel In ebahA tma 
tnimpied under the fbel an Olepltant^ andtnahlfesttk ware da&M% 
cireoiated, eahorthig like Pefiltes to {Mr Ikeedom Igalnet dn 
odious and oontenipfible tfrani. T^e defection wae rapid and^n!iRver« 
sa] : his loral ^ves were saeriioed to the pohllo ^f)ri the troops d^ 
serted to the standard of Bahraat | And the |k»viii6ei again Oplu)^ the 
deliverer of his country. 

As the passes were /sithfaily goisrded* Hm'tnoifn’cniild ocfy doamate 
the number of his enemies by the testimony of 
the daily defection of those wh<v in thplpm ofnk oKtreCs, arehged 
their wrongs^ or fbtgot their He pxOwy^^iEsph^ed ftke 

ensigns of royalty ; but the dty wM cf Moda^ had Ca- 

raped from the hrad of the t^frent* Atnodg the victims cf lib q^fmlty, 
Btndoes^ a Sassanian princei had been east into a dsM^if ^ his ftitem 
were broken by the zeal and courage of AhrOthe^ ; and ho stdod before 
the king at the head of those troety gmuds who b^ad bebn cbdsen as the 
ministers of his condnemenf* and neredpe of hi# death. Alarmed by the 
Imsty intrusion 'and bold r^roadiee of thd #Aptive;, Hormpiia mked 
rounds but in vain, for advice or las a tst an l#; discovered thht^ strength 
consisted in the obedience of Others^ and ^iently yielded tp Did jdngle 
arm of Bindoes, who draaged him from the thr<di# to the SOCie dnegeen 
in which he himself had been so Ifktely confined At the dr^t tumult* 
Chosroes* the eldest of the sons of Hc^ous* esees^ ftWihe tity : he 
was persuaded to return by the pnmslhg AndfttomUiy Intllmloif of Bid* 
does, who promised to seatbhn on hk mther's throne* asA who ^pected 
to reign under the name of an inexperienced youth. In the jdSt assur- 
ance, that his accomplices could neither forgive inw hope to be foigiven* 
and that every Persian might be trusted as the ju%e and enemy of the 
tyrant, he instituted a pubHe trial without a precedent and Without a 
copy in the annals of the east. The sOn of Nu^dklrvau* WhO had re- 
quested to plead in his own dOfirasce* wa# inkoduced as a cidininalinto 
the full assembly of the nobles and sAtraps«(i) Be was heard trith 
decent attention as long as he expatiated bn ihe advsldag& of order 
and dbedience, the danj^ of innovation* inevitable discord of 

those who had encoura^ each other to trample on their lAWftd AM 
hereditary sovereign. By a pathetic im|»eal pomiehalmkntty, he%- 
torted that pity which is seldom refiiseAto thd fhlten fortunes of a ; 
and while they beheld the abject postt^k and smmlid wppearsiiee <S^the 
prisoner* hk tears, hk ehaiitt* and thetnarksef fgaomiilleua rtripA it 
was impossible to forget how recently thqy IttkO adored thAgdivlne men- 
dour cf his diadem and purple. But an an^ mipntiur arcewlA m es- 
sembly as soon as he presumed to vindicate Ais eohduct* and to imj^d 
the victories of his reign. He denned tbp duties of a king* a^ ^e 
Perrian nobles listened with a smite of okitempt ; were dred with 
indignation when he dared to vdify the eharpoter ct^Chffb^: 
the mdiscreet ^ resignifig- the sceptre to Uiswecbsia « hi 
he subeoribed bis own condemnation* and facridced the 

(1) IbeortentaUirtpposfkhak Bahiwn dovvened thh weiiibJ) ttul fk^iliwd CSmtoch. 
but TboopbyUKt la. In thii instance, more nkstlnu and credtbic. 
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OBUt Atvottrite. iMigleil bodim of the and his motfier were 
sixf^osed to the peoples m eresef Honnoux were pieroed with m hot 
ae^; andthepumbiienlof the^Mherwaasueceemby theceniii^ 
tion of his eldest soil* C^esroealiad asoended the throne without ^gvdlt, 
and his piety strove toaBetiate the misery of the abdicated memindi: 
from the dunsMon he semmeed Hormoua to an apartment of the palace^ 
eupfdted witaJmeim eeiiadlBtkmaof seosw enjoyment^ and pa*- 
tlently endnted the fhiiOnsotBieief his resentment and despair. Ha 
might deMte the fesentdieiit of a Uind and unpopular tyrant^ hut the 
tiara wns p^hlhimon his head^ tiU he eould subvert the power, or ac- 

<oi the great Bahrain, who sternly denied the jus- 
tice of a ravolatloii* in edbieh himself and his soldiers, the true repre- 
seniilirsi Pemsy had been consulted* The offer of a ^neral 
amaesty» end of the ssoond rankr in hk kingdom, was answered by an 
^^iatleliom Bahram^ Ikiend of thegods, conqueror of men, and enemy 
of tyrants, the satrap of satrm, geiiem of the Persian armies, and a 
prinife adorned with title of ekrssi vlrtaea«(l) He commands Chos- 
rOes, the son of Hpmotia, to shun the exaii^ and fate of his fhtfaer, to 
condne the traitors who had been released mm their chains, to deposit 
in some holyi^e t%e dkdem which he had usurped, and to accept 
from his gnUous benefaetoir the pardcn of his faults and the govern- 
ment of a provu)Ce. The rdiidi might not be proud, and the king most 
assuredly was not humble ; huWthe one was ccmscious of his strei^h, 
and the other was sanaibie of his weakness; and even the modest Ian- 
ffua^ of hk reply still left room fyt treaty and reconciliation. Chosroes 
led Into the field the slaves of the palaee and the populace of the capi- 
tal : they beheld with terror the bikers of a veteran army ; they were 
encompiwsed and suifhised by the eisnlutions of the gener^ ; and the 
satraps who had <kposed Hormoua^ received the punishment of their 
revolt, or expiated their first treason by»a second and more criminal act 
of disloyalty* The life and liberty of Chosroes were saved, but he was 
reduced to the necessity of imploring aid or refuge in some foreign land: 
and j^e implacable Bipdoes, anxious to secure an unquestionable title, 
hastily returned to Uiej^btce, and ended, with a bow-stnng, the wretched 
existence of the son ol^Nushirvan,(9) 

\Fhile Cho&roes dispatched the preparations of his retreat, he de- 
liberated with hk remaining lHends,(3} whether he should lurk in the 
valleys of mount Caucasus, or fiy to the tents of the Turks, or solicit 
the protection of |!ia emperiw. The loi^ emulation of the successors 
of Artaaerxes and Constance increasea his reluctance to appear as a 
suppliant in a rival oourt ; buthe weighed the forces of the Romans, 
anoT prudently eon$idere<L mat theneig^hourhood of S^k would render 
his escape more easy, and their sueeours more efiectual. Attended only 
l^is concubines, and a tioop of thirty guards, he secretly d^^parted from 
^capital, foBowed the banks of the Euphrates, traversed^the desert, 
al^fMialted at Ike distanceof tea ipiksftom Circenum. About the third 
wfl^ of the ii%ht, the Bmnaa* prefect was informed of his approach, 
andne introdu<^ the royid. stranger to the fortress at the dawn of day. 
Fro|a thence the kiAg ef PcMa^as conducted to the more hmiourable 

6b W t* Boiptt/ti rm Mityrnt 

•fffv PMpavmp ge. Hi |M» ttUiver, 

UilMlf tm ohmat* . . , & m* a«w»0v (Um g«oii) 

C'T.) IniMitei U» ^tt of Hormom to Ms io», by ebose con. 
insiw IWjas bso^ to Sostli vsii clubs I Jia«o IMlowed |Im nlMer sceowisol XboiHltiiiir 
nod and slnUt ufwin bo contest wUb tho sligbMtt rvMcnceto tstoiiotu cbo enmo 

{9)iinori!lial*6Ulo of Pbarnlls tSe rompoy of bncin (lib. vili SM-*«S > bold# a slniar 
deootO* ItOilsa ItbSaoirdesIrotts of se^tug tue l>arUiait> . but bis conpMions abhorred ibo 
uimatotal alUnam^ and tbe adverse preJ^IcA ognr^ ss isrcibty on Chosroos and Mo 
cotnpaitions, tontd describe, with tto Mine vdhenitiice, tbO couirait of laws, iMlglM, 
tad DMituers, between tbe « ast and west* 
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rMldenfle of JFlierapoIte ; 

hia benevolencOji oft the ireq^on of the letteie and iiittlim Ht Ae 
mndmm of HvMxytau The^ hvoMf repieaeoled ^ 

foituDeaiid Aeooteiooiiitei«Btof prio^ esmggenkMtllM^^ 
of Behtem, the agaaat of tlie evil pnn<%le^ wiA iin^edi 
gumeot^ that It weeibr Aoedvianiigeof the f nmnni thrtwrifi^ 
port Ae tmaicmiareixiee the vrotH the 

nariesbywhOieselatavyiiiAienoei^viviMwdad^ 
of Chesroes wae soon relieved hjrihe MUteiUH^ Hu* Ae 
eepoeaed the eaiiee of jufttioe ima hut Mmudee 

clmed Ae expense and delay of ^1% 

the name of his geoerous henefiietiKr^*#. mi dkdem wee preeeAted to 
the fugitive prince wiA an ktesAttaMleijPftef jewele and gpfd p a ' 

ful army was aesemhled oik the liredtiefthf Syria and Ahmmid 
command of Ae valiant and faiAlbl Kanea^tl) and AiageineM, or hie ' 
own nation, and his own Aotce, waa dlreetea A pate im Tigi^i and 
never to AeaA his sword till he had restored Chosroes to t|te thAne of 
his ancestors* The enterprise^ however splmidid, tnas Ihss ardnods than 
it might appear. Persia had already wmnted of her Atdl rashness,, 
which betrayed the heir of Ae house of Sfunan to Ae mnbition of a re* 
bellious subject ; and the bold rsliiadL of ll|e Magi^ to eensecrate htt 
usurpation, compelled Bahrain to aasumo Ae siM^re, regardless of the 
laws and prejudices of the natidk The palace was soon distmoted wiA 
conspiracy, the city wiA tuimiliy Ae provinces with insurresmii ; emd 
the cruel execution of the guUty and Ae emq|)ected, served to Irritate 
rather than subdue the publie dueontent No sooner did Ae grendten 
of Nushirvan display his own ind Ae Roman hannmjabeyQnd the Tigris, 
than he was joined, each day^ by i||fe increasing multitedes of the no* 
bility and people ; and as he advanced^ he reeetved« Aom evenMida the 
grateful onerings of the keys of his dtiea and Ae heads of 'hte anemia* 
As soon as Modain was freed from the preaenoe of the usurper, Ae loyal 
inhabitants obeyed the first summons of Mebodes^at thehmof oiuy 
tuo thousand horse, and Chasroes accepted the sacred and ppteious or- 
naments of the palace as Ae pledge of Aelr truA, and a prgMge of his 
approaAing success. After Ae junction o£ Ae imperial whiA 

BAram vainly struggled to prevent, Ae contest was decM^ hy two 
battles on the banks of the Zab> and Ae confines of MedUu The Ro- 
mans, with the faithful subjects of Persia, amounted te sixty thousand, 
while the whole force of the usurper did not exceed fo^ thousand men ; 
the two generals signalised Aelr valour and ebiHty, hut the vktery wag 
finally determined by the prevalenee of nunmem and discipline* 
the remnant of a broken army, Bahram fied towaiAl Ae eaatem proM 
vinces of Ae Oxus ; Ae enmity of Persia reooncilsd him to Ae Turks; 
but hH days were shortened by poison, perhm the most incurable <w 
poisons ; the stings of remorse and despmr, and Ae bitter remembrsned ^ 
of lost glory. Yet the modem Pernans Aill oommemorate the exploBs 
cf Bahram ; and some excellent laws have prolonged Ae duratkm 
his troubled and transitory reign. * ^ 

The restoration of Cbosroes was celebrated wiA feasts and exeea>^ 
tions ; and the music of the royal banquet was often disturbed by Ab 
groans of dying or mutilated criminals. A general pardon might niFe 
diffused comfort and tranqiiplity Arough a counti^ whiA had been 
shAen by the late revolutions ; yet, before the sanguinary temper oi 


(1) In this age there were three warriors of the name of N«reei» wteibd trim olteir eof*' 
fbeiided. CP^igli Critiraj tom. 11 p. StO )~-t A Persarmetrhm, the hrelfier ot l|hSC 
fiifttius, who, aOrr a sacoeisfat action against Belltarina, tfesertecl Avmh bl» 


ofChoiroei. wh«ie<»lebiate(llnthepaeoio(Cotlpp«a(«b II ssq 
omnlSTeftloeagmiiih .. habtiu nuHle«iii..*iDOrttii) probltatr platens, ypti 
fbfuilscits, castns, vlglMns, 


9SS THB WBOUW AND FALfc 

Chfisroea is blamed, tre kmm whe^er the Pernaiw iiad not been 
neeiMtomed eiihep dreed th# ri^ur, or to despise the veajkness, of 
thdir eoverei^ The Vfsy^ of Behram, and the of the se* 

impel wore impaidMihr Jp>#died by the revenge or jMiee of the eon- 
fu^ri the meriu oTSiMp^ eouldnot purify hip handr ftom 

tim gpilt or rey4h$Oodj lOld the eon of Homous wan desirous to aeaert 
his own IniMoeoeejr ati4 to^v^ndimle the eapctity of kings. During the 
vijiryur oir^Ae ihPnpti pfpe(r»reevemt princes were seated on the throne 
oTPenki to the auihomy of the first Csesam. But their 

new puy^f^wexe soon dngui^d wUhthe vices or virtues whkh they 
hedi^M^ia a jMlg^md: the lnstdi>ility of their dominion gave 
tartn to a vulgar the riioice of Rome was solicited and 

rejeeted with ardoitr^to ImeaprioiouB levitv of oriental 8laveg.(l) 
But the ^hwy of Maui^ e^lWbUBpiciteus in the long and fortunate 
reign of hii row add his »Ujr* A.biuud of a thousand Komans, who con- 
tinued to goatd the person of ChqSroes proclaimed its confidence in the 
fidelity of the strangers ;^s growing strength enabled him to dismiss 
his unpopuUr aid, Im Ideai^ly pmfessed the same gratitude and re- 
yereneeto his ad^tea Sj^eri and till the death of Mauric^ the peace 
end alhance the |wo empires yrem faithfully maintained* Yet the 
mercenarv friendship of the Roman prmeo had been purchased witli 
costly ana important g^ts : the ptrong cities of Martyropolis and Dara 
were reatoredi and therersarmeniaoa became the willing subjects of an 
empire, whose eastearn limit was extended, beyond the example of her 
former times, as far as the banks of the J^axes and the neighbourhood 
of the^Ca^piam A pious hopw was indalg^, that the church, as well us 
the st^, nitoht triumph In this revolution ; but if Chosroes had sin- 
cerely listened to thF Christian bipkms, the impression was erased bv 
the zeal and eloquence of the Mt^T » he was armed with uLiiobophic 
indifiereiice> he accmnmodated hU belief, or rather his j^fessions, to 
the various eircumbtances of an exile and a sovereign. The imaginary 
convMion of the king of Persia was reduced to a low and superstitious 
veneration ^ Sergius, (2) one of the saints of Antioch, who hoard lus 
prayers ana app^red to him in dreams ; he enriched his shrine with 
offerings of gotaand silver,^ and inscribed to his invincible patron, the 
BUccesa of j^anns, and the pregnancy of Sira, a devout Christian, and 
the best trip^ of hU wives*($) The beauty of Sira or Schinn,(4> her 
wit, her mdlical trients, are still famous in the history, or rather m 
the romancab of w dPt: her own name is expressive, in the Persian 
tongue, ^ sweetness smd gtaee; and the epithet of Parvu alludes to 
|he charms of her royal lover* IT at l^a never shared the passion which 
we inspired, and the hlias^ef Choscoes was tortured by a jealous doubt, 
hat while to possessed her penWn, she had bestowed her affections on a 
uer favourite.(5) 

TJj«e «x- 

, ft. 

_ , — , - -i ) llicfve 

Of «e«m# tt« ciuaf» of tb« IHinlilas* and mt wuHs of ihe lianiiii 

ScrsfHi cud au w»d (p Saw anaered U ilie rmfCHUoii 

^WuUtntcat otaaified^dime tMCuttrls Iviuifie, iMlr, Coiutaiitinoi^io. ftud Ui« ra«ir 
Sal ftacafiSd was <|ni«ttt eAratlea, mwthat ayrfeia tc»»o acquired the more bonoiiiahie 
I wm v» p. EsMcr'a Saluta, vol lo. 



(tie* vt* dtfl-i) sad 'iSwiipliylaci. »& r. c, 13, 14 ) hare prcaerrecl the origi- 
^ k.lrmcttf Utureel;, with bleown hand, tod afterward inscrUied 
. .. . ^ f deposited in ibe ebureb of SvrtiopolU. Ihey bad 

mate of Syria 

i%f rnc vrcviw «iii, n«««nvc uv* w a aowMo Dy Mnb, S Christian by retiaion but she 
it msmebted dt the dtmqbter aVtbe em|>eror JSanrtee la the Peraiiii tsd Taytisb Romancet, 
ebielf SSiEbrWd the love of RhottWi Eir Ncbirlu, of Schirin for Fertnal, tbe uiott beautiful 
ease. D’Herbelot, StbihSh. oriental, p. ISS. W, ISB. 

(3) 'rbh whoM aeries of tbs tyranay of KorinoCa. rs««tt of Babivm, and the Right and 
rcttoratihii of l^sroes, Is related by two etmwmnof^ m^a-nore concfaely by Bvwrina, 
f lib. Vi, e. moat dilTtiarty by TheoiMd^ SimoeaUa : (Hh. IR, «. ilb. 






OF THE ROMAK SiCPieaR 

WhiJfi the nmjesty of tht Roman mmo waa revlamf 
proapoct of Bufopa fa less and kss glorionoi 

of tho jU»iil>ittdi;^d tiio 

d^otroyed da tlxc^mittbe ; nod tho Avstb sprood , 

minion i^nn the of tno Alps to the sea^Omet of 

reign of Raian is the Mjjjiiteiit om of their xxiOhiinihjr^ 
who ooOttpied the rustio AttUa, appeam to 

<^amot^ «i«d jHdioy i(l) hat 9mm mm k 

emaller oirde^ a minute lepmeiKlima of ther oopy'dnmld 

the greatneeo and noveHy of The pride A 

Justin^ of Tiberius, and Mamiee^ mebitmldedli^ proud IfaslfairiML 
more prompt to infiictf, than eswm dilM uifer the Injuries of 
as often as Asia was tihreateaea j|)9^iMymrian amn^ ]BU]!>(^ lino'll 
pressed by the dangeroue hmmAi, Anowtly fHendship Arana 

When the Roman envoys appioaehed piOaenet of tib cha|pa> 
were oomim^ed to wait at tnd door of hfatmil^ at the end pfai^ps 

of ten or twwe days, be condescdided to admit them. Ffthesobstojone 
or the style of their message wan odhnsiye tb his ear, be ifaialted> with 
a real or afidcted fiiry, their own pod that of thrir prinde; tk^ 

baggage was plundered, and their Jives w«» only saved W’jlss wnnhife 
of a richer present end a more raspectfhl addreifa« Bdt AMiacred am- 
bassadors enjoyed and abused an uiimmndedHed|b In thanridst of Can-* 
stantinople : they urged, with importunate theini|pmOf tri-* 

bute, or the restitut um of captives and desbrietspaidl the 

empire was almost equally degmded by a bsse^eompliiuiee, fidse 

and fearful excuses, with which they eluddd auch insolent demands* The 
chagan had never seen an elephant; and his cinpioSHy was excited hv 
the strange, and perhaps fabumu|p portrait of that wonderihl anlma). 
At his command, one ot the larf^ ele|duintsOf imperial stables 
was equipped with stately eapsrisons, and condhcted by a tbonerous 
train to the royal village in tlfa pbdnsof Hungary. He survey^ the 
enormous beast with surprise, with disgust, and possibly with terfoT; 
and smiled at the vain inousfay of the Komen% wno, in smmsb of such 
useless rarities, could explore the limits of the fand end ^ He will- 
ed, at the expense of tne emperor, to rsppse in a golden bed. The 
wealth of Constantinople, and the lAUfiil diligence of ^riMlistS, were 
instantly devoted to the gratification of bis ca^co ; but mllii the work 
was finished, he rejected with scorn a present So w Ri!^‘esty 

of a great king.(9) These were the easubl sallies w bis pride, hut the 
avarice of the cha^n was a more steady And tractable pessidti ; a 
and regular supply of rilk appaiel, fiirmtomh end plsse^ intpodxAoed tlHb 
rudini«>nts of art and luxury among the teats of the l&yl^imie; thefa 
appetite was stimulated by the pepper and dnhmjlion 9f Indhi ;(Sf) tb| 

IV e 1**16 ilb V c 1' 15.)tuc<cerdii}C Q<Hnpi)fn, ronaraisndCMrenvs, oNiOBljrffaiiM 
and dbrnijeifi, f he Christian Arabs IvntycMne^ (AMisd« tom h p* SOp^'-Soer) sm Ahulpiij 
Kitis, ri>>uast. p. S6— 9S.) appear to iMva cnhsimm sonw. partieshr nteptofra The f 
PenUn hlsteriant of the fifteMitb centiurr* MiiAhottll and anoHdeiiiir, are on^ knows 4 
byiiie imperfect extraeu of O'ttuthr |u TeieirSi orm^ Ster^ f 

oi Persia p. IKS -186 ) a (urkUh H8 tranalStM ibM Fkilumpiiit* dA l*Ae( 
del fitscdptloiUj tom. vU. p ) and (aua naKi, Hommiia, p* f “ 

Sahram, p IJi Khosrna paivix, 896) Word I perftcUy WtliM of tbotr aitr 
could wish these orienul niateriats ^ beep itHite eopimia* 

(1) A general idea of the pride and poWef pfciie <lwim my be taheii Own MemWder 
(Paevrp Uat p. 117, Uc ) and Theopbylact, Ub. I. e, sTTit ^ e. IS } wllose elgUlt bi^ 
are m»ch more honourable to the Avar than to Hm Rnmaa prtnee. The pieddcbkore Hr 
Silaii had taaied the llbertauy of HoDie» and he iufvived ibo reign Miurtoek <6101, Hfstr 
des Feuples Barbaretj tom If ^ 545 ) The cbaMK nrbo Invaded Itai^ A. fit dU. f Iturah^ 

■ ate Sort-- 


AttitaU, turn, v p 303 ) wan Uien javenill aetate Borkntopif (jpiiitl Wpnidmd, do Oeak 
bard Ub v e. the son, perhbps, qi the tnundaoie of Satan. 

(y> 7 be<ipb|lan, Ub 1 r 5, 6 ^ 

(3) Even In the Seld, tue clmgaii delighted i» the nap of tbeee tiwiaiUGa. ^e4WUflimA» 

a cin, tv^iaav fiappxMft Wid fOtoiVOil irvirt/rt Htft pvXXev Iv9i*», aoetov Ti m 
aoeeev. Tfaeo|Aytaot, lib vli. e 13 The Sninpeiiie of the nidor ageo 
lit tholr meat and drink fh-wi it eompatibtO edtb the delicacy 0 # A modern |iia|d* V» rWAa 
dcs Fraitfiois. tom 11 p IS^6S. 





rm mchim and fall 


, dy or tifi&ufo ndaed firoiii foitrse<Nr« ttf one limid«lAi«iid 
^ ^ „iitm pUwM of fold; and aliber each hostile inlemitplloQ^ 
to* of the «nmrll^^edth 09^^ interent, e^ae alwim eoledfi 

^fiiitamdS^of IIm la ienfiielh of aBMrbariaa 

^ the AveieaffiMfed to ooamlaia of the iosia- 
Oivto of Qfoelus^l) yet iU wee not ii^aiior to She leoet dnUeed 

^ pi^df- Astheeucceesmr 
^ thO'lMiApi^ AMerteA|te ehun to the hapoftaat dty pf 

homrfc of mUmaa peoymceB»(d) The plaitui 
jw m l^eratiefery wfre oovered wid the Avar horse, and a fleet of 
Jam IpM itaatml In ^e MMrdaian wood, to demtid the Danube, 
and t^lMpl^pcert hito die- materbla of a bridge* But as the 

atroOjy fmteOO of eommanded the conflux of the 

two nim; hevoetoppedmlr yeasage and hofled his designs, he 
dispelled their spordtendieis hf a solemn oath, that his views wmre not 
hostile to the emdhot He swore by his sword, the symbol of the god 
of 'war, that he did not, aa the enemy hf Rome, construct aVidge upon 
the Save* ^ If 1 vi^tomy oath,** pursued the intrepid Baian, may 
myself, and the mst of my natiim, perish tilie sword ) may the 
^eavetuf Odd flife, tdie’deity m the heavens, fall upon our heads I may 
Ins bury us in their ruins ! and the Save re- 
family, Sjgidnst ^NUjlaws of nature, to his source, overwhelm us in 


hit aa£^ Waters f ^Iter lltii barimus imprecation, he calmly in- 
quired, wl^eath was idhstseefadhiid vmierable among the Christians, 
mat fuiitHo# perjury it wim fpist daugm^ous to incur. The bishop of 
Singiaunem presented thdmipd, whidi the idiagan received with de- 
vout reverence. 1 Awear/* said he, I# tbe God who has spoken in 
this holy book, that 1 have neithmhplsehood on my tongue, nor trea- 
^ cheiy in my heart/^ At soop as he rose from his kness, he accelerated 
the labour of the bridge, and dimtched an envoy to proelmm what he 
no bpger wiriied to conceal. Inform the emperor," said the perfidious 
Balaa, ^ that Sirmhim is invested on every mde. Advise his prudence 
^ ip withdtA# the ritbens add their ofleets, and resign a city which it is 
now in^OBrible to relieve or defenA»^ Without the hope of rriief, thede- 
frnoe of Sirmiumwfiaprolongedaboye three years; the walls were still un- 
touched ; JM^smine was enriosed within tne walls, till a merciful capi- 
tulation aQWm the qpeape of the mdced and hung^ inhabitants. Sm- 
fridunnm, at the pi fifty miles, experienced a more cruel fate : 

tM bttildiM wetotn^, aud the vanquiraed people were condemned 
tnerrituae and ea^e^ ret the ruins of Sirmium are no longer visible; 
im advantageous rifaationfof ^ingldanum soon attracted a new colony 
m fidavonians, and the conflUx of fjke fove and Danube is still guarded 
1% the forUflcations df Belgrado, or fte BTitfr City, so dten and so 
mMnately disputed by the ChnsBan and Turkish arms.(3) Jptfm 
Bdigrade to the trails tSl Constanfau^ie, a line may be measm^ jf six 
Mndrod miles : tibat line waajtuaxked with flames and with blood ; the 
horses of the Awe were stltdfaately bathed fa the Buxine and the 
AMatic; andFfiie Boman jpoutU^ OwmOd by mp approach of a more 
eiiemy,(4) waa redueed to i^imish the Lombards as the proteo- 




we* fib Vii*wia/> VlwOreel MUorlss msOuwi the tnitb sod 

iwnmeb. 
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75 >d«icrllwi Wm swiary of SaiSH and 
of tm atefo, wMtb Miwiuisfndod by 


WiHs, la tSt Msmofuit d« IMc«S dea (merlstldai, law. siotU. p. 


41|-4iS. 


'Seliyanie shjm of Botarado l» mttitlonrd Ih tbe tenUi ceutnry br coiiUantlne Porptiyro. 
p ^ tUJii api^iMtoit or Alba Umca U iwed Sy tb« VisoM m tbe betlaalaf of tbo 

, , SilfSkiiiml. Ecoltt A. n. 00. 110 l( Paul WarocArM (lib. Ir. c* » ) rolalot tbelr 
(mipUou law ^11, and (c SB.) th« capttviUry bii sii«es»fi, abonC A. O S8S rbo Sctavi 
trayeneA Ibp MMstfo, Cihq tnnltltudloe made a deamiu In tbs tcrrliory of SI 

ponttun (c. AT^. 



OF THS HOMAN ffiffliit ' 

Mfy, Tlw of aici^iivo, wlMim i 

mamtk, ^adomd Hed infeMilte 

mcHM |fl) M Ih® 

airtcwi^yiM]i««o^ 
of Mid Adita^pi^ •owi 

thobeii^ik 

iWffiiMotlw^ of • IkuMl^ 

•lu% wUMe 
of h» wiyot; aodlbe 

and dismItMd hf the Hb«nilit|t of tO iS^'* , _ ^ 

Hnogeir* Pohi^> m^Pnia^y linM0|^<t|ih dT 
of the Oder ;(«> and hie new 

the jealoae ooliiqr of ^ cony eo j ^ll irigteeted 
whioh had hMO Idt vacant of the tt^^atiidti 

plent^ed vith the Selavoiiiaii cdkxdeiti 
la the neiffhboiurhood c^^#» Hadbfiatie iMd did 

name of J&ian hmieeH w WfjS^ dHtoft Ke^etd Ideei^^d^ 
lound in the heart of Svetka Jhi^the Aq^eiMeil ho^ 
provincee, the chagan esmeed tM veMfli^ whead ttirei tie 
to the first assault ; and tiieawetda ef tibe 0cimjt hrantei hernia 

th^ encountered the ndtiv^a^idpar of the dmnh ^ 


I Persian allianee restmd the trod] 
Eur^e ; and Maurice, vhahedeii] 
chagan, declared his reeolutdoatc 
rians. In the space of two eentittieev* 
dostus had appeared in the fiM, their 
palace of Constantinople | add the 


eiat lolheMiattMief 

of ^ eoeeaiMi^ 1^0- 
, were enpiii^ spent Id the 
eonlf thw longer wnderehnid^ 


that the name of mperw^ lo liti pthkiMdvo sMi^ dieted Aeefalef of 
the armies of the rapubhe* The loettiid dideltr <n 1^1^ 
by the grave fiattery of the sematei tiih thx^ «apeiwdtl|«t ed the ^tri- 
arch, and the team of the eofreiof fllKtnstehthie; and ihtf ooli|oired 
him to devolve on some meamr gmoetpl the fatiguca atid|p(i&<^a 
tiiian campaign. Deaf to their Mvice sai4 eiihml^> the dhl^ermr h 



advaneed{^} seven miles from the ea^tM ; Jm an 
cross was displayed in the fipont, and Mhuidoe rev| 
pnde, the arms and numbm of the vetekeos who 
quered beyond the Tigris* Anohiidiie saw last 
by sea and land ; he solkited> without Sttce&jt 
his nootumal prayers; his n^nd wad eoo^tmd) 
faveunte horse, the enoeunt^ of a iiulMhibe^ a 
andthehiithofamonstroiMich^«ndli%lh^ , 
IS to unsheath our swprd ffk the defienhew t^^iidLtry4(i 
pretence of receiving ihnendNissid^ jmp 

to Constantinople, exchsi^^ thelmiM^ti M wer for 
and disappoint^ the pubite ohtsttee end fibo 

Cl) fiTss tht birtepdlto, or aioVMlIo tsriet. 

_ cs> riio srutji &»d sIlMttcM oC Uift cfasifta L- 
Sn^n mottUM* Journey flom ConmnOvoi^ 
itUttiwitinrpen Ooia Hmu reuiMi eosiirr^ 
buttoti. t beofMiyliirti III vl e^ 0 4 

(«> lids it one of tiM ^ 

^ i e«o Vonptaa 


<^^0 el^the 
with epnedkms 
tteodeoivo 
^regress 
answer to 
death Of a 




(4) see IredegwfHi, In m uatarhuie of iSiiiMay 0. dm m t 

bl$ proud lii^eilMltty On tomfm (not tov eyr sSfc emsM^ 

*inte<yF« rp PUfAawp ^ JuftA dpMaMf y# ^ 


<S) 8M tM mnnb and leftim of llnni^ In 
he wen a wrUcr of vum or tcBiut^ at iSIftt 
test a (UMeiy tMitnloM 


T^nSSeoM sfs^l^^di^YiwiedM 

Hooter wu In otm lisht ^wlor 10 blei^ hno oeoniry. . 

Voi. III. • R 


««s rate imuum and fall 


The filliid^ o£ freternal love might exoam the 

jmiiA^oii of hie bM|her« Betetv fled with equal dkgieee ftom tho 
f^m hk wii^ooldiefei eikl from the InhubitiiDts of a Reman 
ei^* That ilfvir^ mar mdit the reeemldaQee of Afune.and dha- 
raeter> wae the lim oi fe Awk 2 titiimi>(l) which kadi idone^vefeUed the 
of AtlRlk^ Tlhi mminple of her warlike rooth wfamopiigeted 
to oOciieedh^ geeier^^ end ilm obtained^ mm the or. the 
aeooiid Jeet%^lttt koMuelihle oriiwge, that thdlhi^Qur dbeukl be 
alwem mmfnd 'fbr the of thSr nativi^ooimtzy* llie brother 

of Meoitee httempM to violate thk jwitilege^ and to mingle a patriot 
band ^ndlh the moreenariea of >1110 camp ; tk^ retired to the ohiira> he 
wa» hbt owed hf the jpanerity of the place; the people rose in their 
cause, the^tes were jihnt, m ramparts were manned ; and the cow- 
iMdicO of Petm^ was fbdnd emtiit to his arrogance and injustioe. The 
mihtaiy fame of €kimme9tioiiis(9]i is the object of satire or comedy 
rhthOr then of a^ioos history, eince he was even deddent in the vile 
and vukar ij^alidoation of persenid^ courage. ' His solemn eounoils, 
strange ivdiptions, aad seoret orders, always supjdied an apology for 
dkht or delay, if he marched agdast the enemy, the pleasant vailleys 
of mount Hwmas opposed an inSUperaMe barrier ,* but in his retreat, he 
explored, with fbariess curiosRy, the most didleult and obsolete paths, 
which had almost escaped tfee memory of ihe oldest native. The only 
bldod whfqb he lost ^ Jbmn, in a red or affected malady, by the 
lancet ei a pmgeon ; and kk wbicdi^felt with exquisite sensibility 

the approach of Ike Barbarians, was unid>cinly restored by the repose 
and maty of the winter eeat^ A ^ned who could promote and sup* 
port this anwoitky favmidte, mult derive no glory from the accidental 
ntorit of hk cdkague IVtscas.(3) In live successive battles, which 
seem to have been ccmdncted with skill and resolution, seventeen thou- 
sand two hundred Barbarians were made prisoners ; near sixty thou- 
sand, with four sons of the chagan, were slain : the Roman general 
surprised a peaceful district of the Cr^idk, who slept under the protec- 
tion of the Avars; and hk last tropnks were erected on the banks of 
the Danube and the Teyss. S^nce the death of Trajan, the arms of the 
emp^ had not penetrated so debjdy into the old Dacia : yet the euccess 
of Priscus was tranrient and bmrreo ; and he was soon recalled, by the 
apprritension, that l^am with dauntless spirit and recruited forces, 
was preparing to avenge ksi defeat under the walls of Constantinople.(4) 
The imeory q( wir was not more familiar to the camps of Ctesar and 
Trejaru lhan to thosdof justlidan and MaUrice.(5^ The iron of Tus- 
cany drl^tnii stm recdhred keenest temper from the riiill of the 
By aantine w^tkamn. The mageeittet were plentifully stored with every 
ttkoiee of imasiv^ and defenrive smmt In the construction and use of 
sh^s, engines, and forriffcatians, tke^Barhariaas admiifed thgwiipeHar 
ii^miuity of a people '«riiom th^ had to often vanquished In th< field. 
1 W science of taeucs, the <p4^, evidations, and stratagems, of anri- 
qUity, were traimrilmd and khdied in the books of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans. But thwM^tddd nr dqgenlmkP of the provinces could po longer 


(l> tttimpayhtt, lih, vii. « S On tts avtilsSM ^ flici, wbtch hid sot oecnrFed to my 

t Sk tSft iHtmefttl^ndntt^ OBUuaMiuolStt, tu Tbcovbyhet, Uti. ii. c 10^15 j bb. rU. 
Ut llbw vqt e S.^4 

^ tik^e<stoniiDf Hriwai»itb vHi.c. s, 5. 

tVe SSnwal SetKil of nis wnr niam ilw Avari, imy bn nacet in tb« Arst, tecood, 
bevjmlb, tnd eichth bootit of tho History of tho Stuperor Haurtce* by ibeopbjrlact 




lib, tnd eichth booho of tho History of tho Stuperor Haurtce* by ibeophjrlact 
M if vroto 1» Ihb Hffwciiao, bo bad m to Awier . ^ hit 

rehdert him diSliiW k trittel, h«d LOftclio k k* InteresriDg loots, 

loollibiiidt composod 011 tbebUmsTf esiftiit, ai^ 


tfauWod hitaadt composwl twRv&b<^ 011 tbebumarf eawiit, ai^ 

bto work in (to t»<^ipor piaeo. 
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sttfp^lifaceof men %hoee to to 

Aao^to tlMwa sliipt* ond to nduoo liKO ^ 

umetke. TJut geoluo of BoUwmT tkdril4mi|M MAfttn 
farmed wmoeA a maatev^ and aapired wWa 0 t^ a. 4tm|Niew Kailfter 
hmw%%^T ^triotiaiiw lunr gaiim^ auparatlli^ 

alavcaaod atiiitigon^ who had tacciieM 

4»f i^hiojk^ it waaiatl^ camp atone that the 

eiparetoed a deq^idto irninuMidt it vat oid^in Um (Hus^lihat 
rity was disobeyed inaumad t he a|Mi8ed and indmed ooid 
the lioenttottsness or tha4roope|t bdt their vktea weea Inherent^ mir 
victories were aec|dental» and their costly maintmmnee mdamstiaithe 
substance oi a state which they wave uxmble to defend* After h tong 
and pemiciims iadulgooce^ the adieof this inveterate evii dam under- 
taken by Maurice; hut the rath anteiant» which di^ dsstrueltea on 
his own head> tended oaly te nitrate i^|disea«a^ A r^onasrididuld 
be exempt from the f»m itolon ^ interests and^m niuit possess the eon- 
ddence and esteem Of these whom he pvppoasi to reelaism The trootw 
of Maurice mi^t listen to ti>e voice of a^vtotedoui Jleeam* h they dis- 
dained the admonitions of statesmen and sophists^ and when tii% re- 
ceived an edict which deducted fkonl thmr* p^ tk» prhNsef theto anas 
and clothing, they execrated the avanoe of pnnee hmonsihla hf the 
dangers aim fatigues from whkh he had escaped. The csnms both of 
Asia and Europe were agitated with and IhrtoiMMsSwtons ;(1) 

the enraged soldiers of Messa pmrtujsd,. reproaches wift thr^, 
with wounds, their tremhltofi: generato: they overtumea the statues of 
the emperor, cast stones stfsin^ the mlnsisulmis hnaga of Onist, and 
either reject^ the voke ot all eivU and military lawa^ or instituted a 
dangerous model or voluntary sutmidhaabhmk The momiroh^ always 
dlst^t, and often deceived, was inoapalde ef ytelding^er pemsting 
according to the exigence of the moment. But tha of a generm 
revolt iimuced him too readily to aec^ any act Of vmottv^ or any ex- 
pression of loyalty, as an atonemmit for the popular alfenee; the new 
reform was aWtshed as hastilyas it had been aimcmieed, and the 
troops, instead of punidifnent and restmintt were agreeably Sdi<pria6d 
by a gracious proeramatton of immuplttoa and rewards. But 'the sol- 
diers accepted without gratitude the tardy and iwtuctaiit gifts of the 
emperor ; their insolence was elated, by the discovery of hm weakness 
and their own strength ; and their mutual hatred was inAemed beyond 
the desire of forgiveness or the hope of reoonetliation. The Idstorians 
of the times adopt the vulgar susjMchm, that Manriee oenspired Ut de- 
stroy the troops whom ha had laboured^o n^rm ; the milMdaet and 
favour of Oommeatiolus are imputed tethis maiev<dot]d dsalgii ; and 
every age must condemn the inhumaalty cir,avmiee(^)^eil^^^ee, who 
by the trifling ransom of sbc thousand meera of giM^lniidit happ pre- 
vented the massacre of twelve thousaim prisoners in the hands of the 
chagan. In the flrst fervour of indignation, an order ivm sigiiiifitd to 
the army of the Danube, that they should spare the magaaiiies ef the 
province, and establish their winterwquarters in thmhoetile eoontoy of 
the Avars. The measure of their Mevanees was ftm : thc^ pronoitneed 
Maurice unworthy to reign, expellw or slaughtered bis faithful adhe- 
rents, and, under the eommand of FhOeas, a ample centurion^ returned 
by hasty marges to the nsIglAourhood of Constantinople. After a 
long series of legal Bueceesion, the*^ military disorders of the third 

0) S«e tte muttnleft and^r tht 1*61011 iif IfsmldS, la TiM6phyf|ef, liO. Of «. X'-Si V|. 
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S44 THB ^tsCttim Am FALL 

ualAur% were agafh wiik th« norelty df tli4 #ii^ 

1 ^, Otat the iiieuhH^ aared bftbeif own raehxleMi. fihw 
AiMtiMSiMI te invest Uiw with the vacant ptni^la; and #hjEb 

ti^ ni^ed all tteaty tidr Blamice hunself. th^ held a mendlf 
relHKnsaence with hie and with Germannsj the lather^ 

ln4aW ef the myal bbecnre^fand been the former cendftieh 

of I^toeea; thM TO ^i^itei^<tarai^tof thenameandduu^ 

ter ef hie lividt ikm $$ hi learned, that the centurion, though 
bold Ih indm^H ttiHid iH^e face oi ! (cried the 

Bpoiidlto it hi is he ts%U ewrtfy he a tmrdster, 

ITetlfXhiiietaiitiiiO^^ had been Hrm and faithful, the murderer mig^ht 
have enaUk tdt fdrj^^^nat'i^e walk; and the rebel army would haVe 
been gMually^ cotiBumed or reconc&dd by the prudence of the emperor. 
In the games df tSie circus, wh^ he repeated with unueual pomp, 
Maniiee dkguked, with dmSles of bunddence, the anxiety of his heart, 
eondeScmtdM to s^Ck the applause of the faeitone, and flattered their 
pt4dd by aeoteptisig frmn their respective t^l^es a list of nine hundred 
hhtee and fifteun^hundred freene, whom fab affected to esteem as the 
sdid pillars of hk ihhmC. Th,ek treadierous or knguid support be- 
trayed his weakness and hastened his fall ; the green faction were the 
secret aoeomj[dices of the ribek, and the blues recommended lenity and 
moderation in a contest with their Roman brethren. The rigid and 
parsimonious virtues of IdnuriM hdd long since alienated the hearts oi 
his subjects; as he walked barefoot in a retigioua procession, he was 
rud^y assaulted with stonec^, and hk gUard[|^were compelled to present 
their Iron^^maces in the defence of hm person. A fanatic monk ran 
tbiHDUgh the streets with a dmwn sword, dtmouncing against him the 
wrath and the sentedeO of God; and a vile plebeian, who represented 
hk countenance and apparel^ wasueated on an ass, and pursued by the 
imprecations of the muititttde.(i) emperor suspected the popu- 
larity of Germauus with the stdolers and dtisens ; he feared, be threa- 
tened, but he delayed to strike: the patriduun tied to the sanctuary of 
the chyrdi ; thet people rose in nk defence, the walls were deserted by 
the guards, and «ie lawless cky was abandoned to the dames and rapine 
of a nocturnal tumult. In a small bark, the unfortunate Maurice, with 
his wife and nine children, escaped to the Asktio riiore ; but the violence 
of the wind rompelled him to land at the chnrdh of 8t. Autonomu8,(9) 
near Ch^kedbn, from whence he dispatched Theodosius, hk eldest son, 
to hnpkre thb Jpi^itude and friendship the FtrsUn monarch. For 

himself/ be tmsed te ffy ; his body was tUrtured wflh sciatic pains, (3) 
hkmind was enlBebied w supenstkion ; he patiently awaited the event 
the revdikimt, and addressed a forvept and puhuc prayer to the Al- 
mighty, that the punkhment of hk sine might be indicted in this world 
raTOI than in a mture lifo. After the dbmcation of Maurice, two> 
factions dkputed the ^ehoiee of an empermr ; but the foVorite of ^be 
bluei^ was reacted by the kabugy of their antagonists, and Oertnanus 
himself was hurried along by the Crowds, who rushed to the pakce of 
Hebdomon, sevesj^ miles from thercHy, to adore the mf^eity or Phocas 
the centurion. A modest wkh nf nesigiiing the purple to the rank and 




UtS tbcr piiir VMWt WprMcl^ or 

Mr HsaM w tonl ebtetfiv rwcber of ttofe sittM WooMistt 
nlWmsreeetdt sstoiiomiil cvtow I Invo nottlie l ^ 
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t (Sa. vit c. IS, t7.7 into thtmooh) tuisidsiiMtoof uw am, out 
arimonf of the QrkS shlloooplion on Uitt nilCeet. 




daculation»--TAou 0 1^4 

Aod8u<^j m th« last mmentifiA W Had 

justice, that he mealed te the eoldim the |deu8 m mum 

who presented her own child in the pme ee 4 iiafiiitta) ^ The 

tragic scene was finally dosed hy ihemmouUmefthemm^ew hmmlt^in 
the twentieth Toiurof his reign, s»id the idsey-ihMjnw The 

bodies of the tather and hla fire sens were ^ into Idieir Mads 

were cYposed at Constantinople to the Insvm or p% of tfif ^^titude, 
and it was not UU some sup# of putrdEMion had aptMMUNdUfiM^ Vhoeaa 
connived at the private Dudal of th^ vi#isirfihfe rwaM*' In that 
grave, the faults and errors ef JilanrM werojtitidiy inte^ Sis 
fate done was rememhered; and at mend of twenty yeep^ in the 
recital of the history of Theopli«lact» the numcnld tde We44|ierrnptv 
ed by the tears of the audienom^} 2 ^ 

Such tears most have flowed m secret ; and aadi ce»||p i >e idir would 
have been crinunal, under the reign of Phocas^ wh# Was fMaiCfliddy ac* 
knowledged in the provinces of the east end west* TM images ^ the 
emperor and bis wife Xiocmtia were expcead in thofMCam to the 
veneration of the (dem and senate of Bom#, and afterwards depodted 
in the palace of the Cwsars^ between those ef ConetaiitiissaDd Theo- 
dosius. As a subject and a Chnstianj It was the duty of^regory to 
acquiesce in the estahlished g^venunent^ hut the Joyiul ppmuse with 
which he salutes the fortunsof the Baamein^ has sulilad With ind^ble 
disgrace the character of the sainh The successor of the apostles 
might have inculcated with decent firmness the guilt of and the 
necessity of repentance £ he is content to cehhniie thih flidyerauOe of 
the peo^ond thefidiiEW theo|q^eeMW£ teycf^kseib^ Wfiely and 
benignity of Phocas have bemt ridsed fey Providence to the inywrial 
throne ; to pray that his hands may he sU*i#is1hened agm^ aS his ena« 
miesj and to expressawish^p^bm epronheay^ that a jenlMnd 
triumphant reign, he may be traasfemd nom a temp^wal to an evni> 
lasting kiQgdom.(3) I have ahmAf traced the etent of a revoluiiaa 
eo pleasing, in Gregory's opinloii# btdh to heaven cm earth; endPbo- 




THK mOtJSm FALL 

€M4io€Nin0l appear kywllalN^t ill ^ exereiise tlian in tibe MMjiiiaitliiti 
«f p0weK Thiepeiu^of 

trim of a moneter j(X} 1^0 aloft ftdbrmeft tbo «&bo<* 

noMf iKt Ilia B&agvy ted Imir^ to beardless dii^ai^lik 

chedkr mtft dioedmeoft by a fonnklable sear. IgnoMUit of 

letleim^ of &art^ andb^ttof am% m infttilged in the suiumia/raiilK a 
move atiito |«iviIdg«of mnfeeiiness^ and his brutal jpleaaiiros 

were eitto i^urM* to^to or 4%MeAi2 totomell; 

out ussondiig ftlie ofleo of a pmee^ he fenornieed the profession of a 
soldier I naft ihft^reigit of Flieeaa aiBleted Furopo wi& ignomiBioaa 
peadab ml Asia witdidiaela^E^ irar. His savage temper was indamed 
W pasitolj iMufdesed by ftsar^r oaoiqiierated by resistance or r^proacfa^ 
The todtt of Theoftosltts to the Persian court had been intercepted by 
a rapidjMrsuit^ or a deeeiifhl message i he was beheaded at Nioe> and 
the jastnoufs of the yoilt^ prince were soothed by the oomforts of re* 
Hgkm and ^ ceiiBeii4eM6 of Hmocenoe. Vet his phantom disturbed 
the renpee nsnrpert a whisper was cireulateo through the east, 
that tne son of Mauim was still alivof the people expected their 
avenger, and the widow and daughter of the late emperor would have 
adopM as fh^r sob and brO^er the vilest of mankmd. In the mas^ 
sacra of the imperial l^ily,(9} the merey, or rather the discietiont of 
Phocas, had spared these unhappy feinales, and they ware decently oon- 
Mned to n private house. But lie* spirit of the empress Constantina, 
still mlnftral of hei^ather, herhwftmnd, and her sons, aspired to dree-' 
dom and veyenga At the dead of the night, sba escaped to the sanc- 
tuary of 8L Sophi^ but her tSras> and thogold of her assodate Ger- 
]iiaUu% wore msumdeut to provoke an igsurreetion. Her life was 
foityted to revenge, and sveu to justice : but the patriarch obtained 
add pledged an oath for her ssfety ; a monaste^ was allotted for her 
prison, and the Widow of Maurice accepted and abused tibe lenity of 
his assasshki The discovery or the sufi^don of a second conspiracy, 
dissolved the engagements and reldndlw die fury of Phocas* A mat- 
ron who commaSled the respect and pity of mankind, the daughter, 
wife, and modicr of efikperors> wat tortured Lke the vilest male- 
factor, to ^ffce a confession of her designs and associates ; and the 
empress Genstantina, with her three innocent daughters, was beheaded 
at C^oedon, on the same ground whl<^ had been stained with the 
blood of her husbaari shtd ftva^^sons. Alter such an example, it would 
be stif erguDuB to ehtmierato thenamee andsitferlngs of meaner victims. 
Thehr oo^miMoii wne sridom moeedea by the forms of trial, and 
their potildiiheiit was imbittered the refinements of cruelty : their 
eyes were fderced, thrir tongues were tom from the root, their hands 
and feet were amputated ; some mqdred under the lash, olhcrsin ^e 
fiaiii6% others again wm Monfined with anrows; andaeimi^ipeedy 
death woe mer^whldh th^ ooudd rarely obtaim The hipppifMriev 
the saered>aay}ttin tiib J^asnitos and th«4fi>erty of the Somaha, wan 
polluted with heade find l&nhs>4ftM inaii|^ bodies; and the companions 
wf Phooas were most sfinslide, ttot neither his favopr, nor their 
services, cotild^ proteci them n tyrant, the wor^ rivals the 
CaHgulas and Bcmltians of the first age of the empire.(3) 


(1) Vm btiiss* itb htmee sr Ik tnMit owtid 

n ItSdlT H Sivtyi VI4S Sb CuJkfr la tl« aMotsitonS ot Omuty WHb tba 

CMsiha SnSiiailS luU tbeoci^ne, 1 ha siAprieM w llae tm rsgni ttsias of 

0^ d«l ciiWltle* W sra amrtes Jy tfamp^iapt, US. vtfj* «. 
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T,jr TMvwItoV t <« dattjfiv , t St htttr tpuatl U Jtitt-Hiik ISt «w 

ittSttt of lire waolM Wmfofthtd 



OF tm BOjfAN mvim. 

AdM^liier li^ WfAy wmj^v^a ia ta tliB 

patcMiiia Ckli|w«»(l)iAii4 i|nfl«M or 

wereindmreatlf 

father mual ^oske tibijttt m[(;|>o«tOjrilr W 

crimes^ iiiiA the monardb^ wa» ^tkn^ by thk 
asmie^imii tlie^ibiiiieeof the(|^^ 
error of tibetrseuiptais, wera^o<»idemxi^ to iiKit»A,l #ei&: 
wewKwmted to thh proyew of tlio{»eo]^i hiit^Ctete 
ably &iibteilieiher»iei3out uouipfar eeoi&MKet aa&pRr^.h^jifVjl^ 
untary oompetitiolo The^roeii/oelloii wejft4di^oWe4 & fAe 
ofPhooMimdthelowotlAeirpihet^^ eoory pmiMo oT the eio|^ 
was ripe ibrr^rii^ilioe; and HeiaoUkie^exeitio 
two years ia veAisii^ aB tiilwie iui4 ei>edi«siee to m cetttadon 
disirineed the throne of OomMeetieo^ By the oseret epfdstio^ee 
Cijqpus and the senate^ the fiidopendeiit eamd^ wae fioUdted.t0 eovo 
and to govern bis country 4 hut hlo omhitloii^vae ebilled by ogPi and 
he resigned the dangerous enterorise to Us son Herai^^ and to 
cetas^ the sen of Gregory hif frmd and lieohw^ih pO'wfeWv of 
Africa were armed by the two adventurmw youths; ft<^«aigVied4iuA 
the one should navigate the deet fromCer^Uge to CpiistAdinop)p;4hali 
the other should lead a& army thros|^ iu4 Atih* eiA IlM^he 

imperial puxpk ^ould be the rewerd of diflgmioe and daeeegu A faif^ 
rumour of their undertaking was eonv^ed to the eaw of ifliocoa^ tw 
the wife and mother of the vyming Horodhts were eehUfed a» tbm hi^ 
tagesof hisfaitii: bat the treacherous art ioi Orispns extWWfted'tW 
distant peril, the means of deknee were tieglo<ddd or delaydd^ end the 
^raut sujdnely slept till the Alrieun imvymtaiieb|M^hathoH#l^^ 
Their standard was Joined at Ahidus ly uie fisgitivesiwd eUifiii vhe 
thirsted for revenge; the ehips of Heemin«> iraoae lolly iniisk n^nw 
adorned with the li^ lymboleof fdinoiij(i9) Peered their iMtfiltfhaat 
course through the rro^ntit; and l^as heh^ irom ^ windows of 
the pidaee, his approadung and inevitable kte. The green niciffon was 
tempted by gifts and proiibQces, tO oppose a feebleaikd ftpltiese 
ance to the landingof the Afkiemis; hut the people, mid ere^ the guards,, 
were determined by the well-timed deketion df Criapus ; wMlihe tyi^eut 
was seized by a private enemy, who hoUlyenvaded the sditude of j^e 

1 >alace. Stripped of the diadm and purpl^ ekthed In a vile habit, and 
oaded with ^ains, he was transported lit a smidl boat the hnpxial 
galley of HeraeUus, who rejowiimd lum wit% the erimee>of hiaalMmdr 
nable reign* WUt thou goveiti bel^?*' werethe kstwendsef the 
despair Fhocas. After miikHiig eadb variety of insult liiid* torture^ 
his head was sevmd front hSahodyy mungldd trunk ima east into 
the dames, and the same treatnmi was loiktod^on Idle ataloeu df ^ 
vain usurper, and the seditkms bu&vier of tile green lactiem the voice 
of the ^ergy, the senate, and the people, invited HeracHus to ascend 
the throne which he had purthod mtk and ignominy; after some 
graceful hesitation he yimed to their intreaties. His ocunmahon was 
accompanied by that of his wifeEtidonia i end thdr posterity, till the 
fourth generation, continued to leigB over the empire of tbh east. iTb^ 
voyaj^e of Heraclius had been easy and prosperous, the tedious march 
of Kiretas was not aceomplitiied before the decision of the contest: but 
he submitted without a murmur to the^dwtune of his friend,^ amt his 
laudable intentions wei^ rawiwded Wl^ id equestrian statiie, and a 
daughter of the emperor. It was merit dijActdt to tVust the imelity of 


(1) til ttf writert, biiS in the eopfei of thoio wnenro, 'ilMls W moU hoettistos hotwwwWw 
namci of PfiKnii sihI Cri8ptt$ COMctoge, Hm Byauit. p law I Sav* toeti twnp lii i tp 
identity the I0ti4n-liiw of rhoeae Pith the horn SortUnce rlctortooe ovor Iho iifnm 
(S) Aicomtui twTbeoptMneliuySotTnt ntui eilwo Cedienm SMo ia 

woiirrov «<K 0 V« eiKNoe, which Hcihcllav Imre tti a baniier itt tho Sfth OMhU oapMUtloo. 
See Gpom Pitid Acroaal 140. rtie maiHiCActitre weuu to have OoiiridhMf | hni FOWU^Um 
R oman oditor (p. 26,), ia at aloes to determine whether thlt picture was an «irt|liial ora copy. 


THB 1HSCLIKB AND FAI^L 

Crlniiii^ whose rooo&t oonteifOro reoomi^oiiiod hf ib» oommmid of 

thoClimiMWo^ iOOft 1^^ 

mtiikr^tttdo 00ir««^ In tho p$Bmfte of Iho 

iiMk^lk, ]P!||M)ii^ Whi Ocm&mned to mhme the mo- 

ttmHoMe; mi tim jostded bf the woigiity oboerNitiod 

of jB(ef«diii4^^l9KOilt^wibd}iM oontS^noiner be 

^ bid ' 

aftmeo of Fbo- 

wbleh ermod Wtffisiui the most ftmudablo ofbrer onem^. 
Acc&^to^Mrn^mi 0 ^ fbhn# t^the %»m^ mi POniaii 
bo an&oanoed Ms Oxm^mb to tbioiiO ; aiM his ambsamdor 

WbofbiMy me l Bm oo with the beedo of Msiu^ and bio sons, 
was fbo best qttsbilfld'^fo dmorlbe ihe ctxOtiinsUkiieeB of the tmgio 
iehi)ib.(<f) l^imdvbr ft ndoht be yai>tddliod by d^n of sopMstry , 
iThOttOoa tttmed Wi^ bbioror fiioof tbo assasdO, imtHisoiiOd the pfoteml* 
od OtivOy^ dtaoymea the bsafpof | ^aod itedared bimsalf t^e dveoger of 
bbi fatw "aod bOii^b^* sOttlhomnts of mrief and iosentmont 
wbiOb bbmanity wofid foft apd botiOOf Would Rotate, promoted, <m 
this tna fnltitedl Feidte^bintf; and bis httmest was 

poWOrfu% laaMddaA fytfm'natyiial and teb^our prejudices of the 
Magi ana satraps. In a strain of artful adulation, which assumed the 
Isnyiaagis of medom^ thmrprefomddtp censure the excess of his grai^- 
t W imd ^OiMaMp tbr m GlMcs ; a nation with whom it was danger- 
ous to oonclude effimr peace df aMan «^7 whose superstition was devoid 
Olttin^ffi and Justb^, and Who most be Idcapable Of my virtue, since 
they Uc^idperpetrale themem atrocious oferimes, the impfous murder of 
tbmf ioVeiwn.(S) For the «4me of an andbitlOas centunod, the nation 
WblA be cpuresSedWas chastised with the eatemltleS of war; and the 
smul e&imifies, at the end of twenty years, were retaliated and redou- 
Ided on the h<Ms of tlm lfmlaim( 4) The general who had rest^^ Ohos- 
roes to the throne still eommandra in the east ; andthenameof Narses 
whs the formhlable sound with which Ibe As^rfriaii mothers were accus- 
tomed to teriifr their infants. It is nbt improbable, that a native sub- 
ject of PeramwiouHenCOiirnKU his master Und his friend to deliver and 
p<M»sm the provinces of Asia. It iS still m^e probable, that Ohosroes 
dbiouid Unimate Ids trpops% Hho assurahee that tiie sword which they 
dreaded ^ ihoativmdd remain in its sOabbard, or be drawn in their 
favour. l*hp borb oOuld not dt^nd on the faith of a tyrant : and the 
tyrMit was co&iotous how Uttle he dOset^ted the obedience or a hero: 
Nerses was fbmdved Mm Me mMtart emnpiand : he reared an inde- 
pendent staxidardat Ifierapolis inl^nna: he was betrayed by falhudous 
promtaesy and burnt alive m the market-mime Of Constantitiople. De- 
prived of theonly chief whom ther^uid fear or estemn, the baa^ 
whkb hd had led to victory were twice brcheh by the caValry, 9rain|ttad 
by Mephants, aim piewd l^theamwsof the Barbarisos; and a 
great number of ^e oSpilvea 5 M bdieaded on me dteld Of baUdeby the 












m TUB mCUHB AND FALL 

aim cavato of the FeKdwt OlmY pasmd, with imjpuoliy^ the iliim-* 
merxhle ehaimelBi ^ ana 6:qpl0red Ihe fatig* ei the 

^Bwoi the vymnIM iCt Ueihj^B to the cenSfiim of iBihloBiiu 
Almhdi^ might nar^f h^n ^dievellSy a ni^ force^ hui the arehhiatiop 
athi tlieprelhet cBohexhadlbr C^rpriis; and'Choflrooa entered the eeoead 
dtf ^ theOmpi^e'i^empmerveda weidthjremi^ iadoi^try 
ana eommeree^^ jpie trestefthtro^iraB erected not on the walla of 
Catiba^^lO ht&e of IMpcX: th»Gv6^ t^lonies 
of Ojri^ne iraire dilaji% m ; and the conqu^otv tveadiof in the 
fdOthtifa^ Ates^^ery vet|ifntd in tnnmjh tbfoc^ the aanda of the 
Lyhiah t^rt. In the tot eampmgn> another army advanced from 
ihf Bndtotef to the Ttoehm B^^horaa ; ChcdcecUm murendered 
aflior a long and a Fevitoi camp was maintained above ten years 
in the prtjaelice <n Conaeantleoide* ^he tea^coast of Pontue, the city 
of Aneym^ aitA the kla of Rnod«& are enumerated aaktag the last 
c^quetu of the jptoaA king; and tf Choaroeehad poeaefleed any man** 
time ]^wor^ his hdundlesa ambition, wo«H have thread slavery and de- 
eoiation over the province Of Europe* 

Fropt the long dlspnt^ed banks of the Tigris and Eu^hratesj the 
reign of the gtandBmer Ntndtoan was agadenly esrtended to the 
Hellesiiont and the Nile, the knoteni limits of the Persian monarchy. 
But the provinces, whw had been tohioned by the habits of six 
hundred yeara to the vMuesmtd vices ^ the Roman government, sup- 
ported with rohictanoe the yoke of the Barbarians* The idea of a re- 
pttblla INs kept aHve by the Institutions,^ at least by the writings, of 
the GitOffica ^and Romany, and tlm subjects of Heradius had be^ edu- 
cated to pronounce the n^prdt of liberty and law. But it has always 
been the pride and pdiof of oriental princes, to display the titles and 
athributes Of their omnipotence^ to upbraid a nation of slaves with 
thfo true name and abject conditionj, and to enforce, by cruel and in- 
■dient thraata, the rigour of their absolute commands. The Chi^tians 
of the east were semidaltaed by the worship of nre, and the impious 
doctrine of the two principles ; the Magi were not less intolerant than 
the {ilehops, and the marQrrdom of some native Persians, who had de- 
sertedthe religion of &roaster,(2) was conceived to be the prelude of 
a devce and general perseCntioou By riie oppreisave laws of Justinian, 
the adversanes of the church were made the enemies of the state ; ihe 
alliance of to Je^S,Nest0ir2atur, and JaoolateB, had contributed to the 
success of Choarto,; and his partial toonr to the sectaries provoked 
the hatred and fears of toCatholio clergy. Consdous of their fear 
and hatred, m Ptol^ eonqn^eror govertied his new subjects ^ith an 
iron sceito; and as if he im^^athe stebdity of hisdotninioiis, he 
exhausted their wealth by extokani tributes and licmsiiouS ra^dne, 
despoiled or demolished t&e templet of the east, and traiMiKirtedi^o 
his nareditat^lfea)m to gdd^ to rilvSiS theprerious nmrble^ to arts. 
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inities of the mnjtoJS) it i6*iiot easy to discern the figure of Chosroes 
himself to m^arate hit aotom those of hjis lieutenanta;^ or to as- 
cettrin )ds pmonal tnmdt sn *^°^^ifinence. 

He ei^ea wUhoetentktot to fimlts of tictory, ana ficetuently retired 
from to haxdihipB wf W|ir to to Inxury of mo pnlase* But in the 

^ / 

(I) Jit CrfsroMnthmIm, asS aniw sth«n «b(» km csrrM tks um of Cboaroe» to 
cwtofw tancXd dr ci&miloii* is aeiaacd ^ Um nm rmriSam of tk« Greek worot 
Ksa i hi l f tt a sac iSs'lCiisor Tkeophtssi, Sk ymh km keen Wtaotlniet cuu 

lis wawtim ^ witics. 

fij'to ftowS acifiW St. AmtwtM m imMUlMS lu Uon of tke feventk meml 
€OQllCn»WQiawiSl<W BsromiwtaBSii. BccIsi a. D. sit. eiSi Stro bus SliUer <Um of 
tbo^anrito^vvl 1. p m— WS.) ks«o wm nwlrseooaitu* Tb* toff siartjfi- CMorteC fhMn 

15 wltos aisr 

(9) AbutphairigttiS, Oynstt. p 99. filmaels, Httt. SunSto* p« It. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
h^»9$ detdned bf 

in«i»t j^rom apprauG^bloff tlM gi^iM aiwllga 

denee of ArCSif^ or id%^ 
mxty miles to the northi df tSft ei^itai.(l) The edfueeiil |wa^M weife 
covered with iocka wed the paiwRae or eerk #ai 

with pheeemite» peaeodcs^ otttiri4diea. roehudce^ aha wfid the 

noble feme of Rm end tigm wee somettmee turned l^hee ior ima 
balder pleaferes of the ^hi^ KIjm^ hu&4i^ wad 
nuuntamed for the use or sfdendoar of the great hiUf : ^ tents iMid 
begfaga were carried into the deld b^ twelve tSoasajod great camda^ and 
eight thousand of a smaller and the iwfal stables were dHed 

with six thouaand mules and among whom the names of Bh^ 

dm and Barid are renowned for speed Or beauty. ShathoaSa^ 
guards successively monoted before the jpalaee-gate ; the service of the 
mterior apartments was peaformed by twelve thousmid slaves^ and in 
the number of three thousand viig^, the fidreit Of Asia^ some liappy 
concubine might cont>ule her master for the ege or iodifirerenee of mka* 
The various treasures of gold^ silver^ geips, aUk, and aremablos. Were 
deposited in a hundred aubtemuleous vaultei tnd the ^bamber 
verd denoted the accidental ph of the winds which had wMted tho epol^ 
of Heraclitts into one of the Syrian hairilKmrs of his rival. Tho voice 
of flattery, and perhaps of fiction,, is npt ashamed to oom}iUte idle 
thirty thousand rldi hangings that adora^ tha waQs^ the fe^V thou« 
band columns of silver, or moreprcdialdy of marble^ andp&ted wooA t^t 
supported the roof; and a thousand globes of fold suspended hi fSifi dome, 
to imitate the motions of the planets and the constellaticms of the so^fiikG.(d) 
tVhile the Persian monanm oohtemj^ted thg^wonttorp of his art and 
power, he received an epistle ftom an obscure citisen of MeCcs, Inrit^ 
ing him to acknowledge Mahomet as the aposUe of Hod. i^OfeOd 
the invitation, and toze the epistie. It i$ Hus (exchdmedihe Anddan 
prophet) Mar Crod w%H tear iks kffigdbm, and rs/sct Ids r^pp/lsMisns, sf 
Chosroet^[k) Placed on the vergeef the twe great empireio^ Bieeast, 
Mahomet observed with secret the progress of their mutual destrde* 

tion ; and in the midst of the Persian triiimphsir he ventlirad to fiwretel, 
that before many years shodld elapse, victory Would again return to ilto 
banners of tlie Komana(4) 

At the time when this prediction is said to have been ddivered, no 
prophecy could be more distant from ks aooompiiidimeiit/ cfnee the first 
tw«uve years of Heradius announced the approaching diwlutioii of the 
empire. Jf Uie motives of Choaroes had been pure and honourable, he 
must have ended the quarrel With the death of Phocas, and he would 
have embraced, as bis best ally, the fcwtunste Afideen who had sO fen^ 
rously avenged the injuries of his hane&ctor Maurice* Tbh imieCu* 
tion of the war revealed the true dharaoter of the Barbarian ; and the 
suppliant embassies of HaraeUus to beseech hie demency, fduit be would 


(1) n^AitvIUe, Mem. te VAcadsmis dei la»of40tUs|** Wm* sxvlt p, ses-^l 
(s; Tbc dlflWeoce bet«v«ett ilw two taan coiia|«p ta ose or two Simiiii t tbe dromodary 
has vNly Ofiof Ibo ^ «t the proper oamet is larg«n iN county he copied ftonii T&rfctsiait 
»r ttai^iaAs » the dromedary ia co|i4iifd to Anilda and mcs» avgon. Hist. NakureUe, tom. 
xt. pnt, Ac Arlstoc H»i Anlontl tom* 1. Uh. tt. e. i tiom p. 1S5, 
m Mieophanes, ChroMfraph.. p* S6S. DUSrhcWt, Stti|h»thedoe Qiienthle p. S97. Tlw 
r.ieofca deicilbe the decay, the Venians the sjdmHiottr* of Dtsmierd . but the former speak 
ifoni the mudest witnesaoir the 9st, the latter »om the rasue repoii of the ear. 

(4) The hlstoiiausof Mahomet. Abulfeda, tin Vit Mohaouiied, p. 9S, S3) and Gafnler, 
(Vie de Mahomet, tom 11. p. Sit ) date this embassy in the lereeiHb year of the HeplrA* 
which comoieuceB A. 0 6S8, May 11. ihetr chronomsy MsiWegiiAf smea Chosroesdied 
In the month of yebmafy of the same >ear. (1^. GrU& tom. if. p ^ > I he eeaut 
Hoaiainviilieia (Via de Mahomed, p. sn.SSS.) pla^ pmMiwiWovt d. % 
after ‘the ctm^tnest of vaiestthe. Yet llahomet would acarpMy hhyo vMmuad sosiMiitf dh/m 

*^)* he?tbo ihlrHeth thipter of the Koran, ahUM Che Oreeks. Onr 
Itmiithihtr Hue. (p 5». 55l.) fairly stWes this ^Je^re, gnefs. w^r 
Bodlsinvillters. (p. S9S~<M4.) with wicked uKenUons. tahoiirk to 
pbccy of a futnie event, which amstt ui his oplnihn* eaihtmiss the Chr 




THE DECLINE AND FALL 

iisnoteik^ if Irtbuie^ and givo |ie«se 0 the wei^, were 
r<e({eeted with ocbiteiiienj^ liienceer izujblent neneoe. Syria, Egypt, 
awt the provineee of A«|ta, ime sahdued by the Penfam anoe^ while 
Atrope, mm the eohfbdi m Iit^a ip the long wall of Thraoi^ waa ojh 
^ wed by the Avittj|, uiiea^l^ #iih the blood and raptneof the Italian 
wak They hildowilxiiMredthdbr male ea^ 
of Pamiotili^; m eUldren were redoeed to levvitade, and 

the nohlesl were aMMidoned to the promisouima liiat of tiie Bar«- 
baHaoi. ^e ilDaetwile who openea the gatea of Friuli paeied 
a idiiNrtIdghi in the dnet m heat royal jover : the next evening Komilda 
waa opiiiMaiied to twelve Avan, and the third day the 

Loomrd piio^en jriuifnm in the of thecamp, while the chagan 
obierved, wt A a mi^ anpei that each a hueband was the fit recompence 
of herlewdneria and |ien^Jr.(l} By theie implacable enemieai Hera- 
citua, on d&er aide, was iiMUitra and beaiaged : and the Romaa empire 
was reduced to the w«£b of Conatantinoj^O, with the remnant of Greece, 
Italyi and Anlisa« and some maritime eitiea, from Tyre to Trebiaoiid, of 
the Aalathf coast. « After tho loaa of Egypt, the capital was afiictea by 
famine md poatUence; and the empi^, incapable of resistance, and 
hopeless o( wof/ had resolved to tiinsfor his person and government 
to the more secure residi^nce of Carthage. His ^ps were a&eady laden 
with the treasntws«pf thOdlK^^ but hia Sight was arrested by the 
patrian^ who annea m rarOrs of religion in the defence of his coun- 
try, led HerucUua to the aitaf St. 8o{£m, and extorted a solemn oath, 
that he would hf 6 and dU with 'the people whom God had intrusted to 
his cam* The chagan was encamped the plains of Thrace, but be 
diisend^ hbi peinaioim designs, solidted an interview with the 
empertw near the town m Beraolea. Thdr reconciliation was celebrated 
Wi& equmtHan gamea; the senate and people in their gayest apparel 
resorted to the jSsUval of peace, and the Avars bdield, with envy and 
dedre, the spectacle R<^a luxury. On a sudden the hippodrome 
was encompassed by the $cythian cavalry, who had pressed their secret 
and nectumal mpreh : the trmpendqus sound of the chagan^s whip gave 
the signal of the assaUH ; and Heraclius, wrapping his diadem round 
hia arm, was saved, with extreme hiseard, by the fleetness of his horse. 
8o ra]^d was the pursuit, that the Avars almoat entered the golden gate 
of Constantinople with Ihe flying crowds ;(d) but the plunder of the 
saburbs rewarded their treadon, and they tran^rted beyond the Danube, 
two hundred and seVenty thousand captives. On the shore of Chidce- 
don, the enmeror held a eafer conference with a more honourable foe, 
who, before Heradius descended firom hisgalley, sduted with reverence 
and pity the majesty of the purplq. The fnendly offer of Sdn the 
Perauin general, Wi conduct an emhaasy to the presence of the i^ieat 
Idng^ was aeceptod wl^ the wameat mUtiide, the {nraybr fnr per- 
doff and peace was hmubly presented by prsstonan prefect, the pre- 
fect of the dty, ana one of the first eoclesiasticsi of the patriarchal 
church.<S) Bat Uie Beulemmt of OicmOeB had fatally miebdeen the in- 
tentions Of his master. Wai mt an embassy (esid the tyrant of 
'' dj|a), it wSs thepmeon Of hound in 

have brought to m fi)ht ff thr^ X wiQ never give peace to 
^the mperorot Rome^hehiis abjuiwdhiseruoimd Gkm, ondem- 
braced the worship ibesttn.*' Sain was flayed wre, according to 


ea.Owlh laasotaraarsw, lit iv. s.51. Si. Hwstwt, aaimii tf'lttSa, 

e* ass, vw* 

- yySrthiii ijafsOgmi 





«. McbM Atfpe^ or l—or of ^ HWMUI anlwH4«a. 3ft- 
I |M morlttf Oi* AkM tferontetii •McbM*«o»ir<Mil, 
mgii orfleitclhii. 


OP TH£ PO|«AN EMPIRE «*S 

the inhuman praetioa of hit oountry ; an4 the eemralt JB4 itawm* 
ooiiiSneiiwiit <» the mnlMHadocs, vldated the w WtBwMi ***4 
of an txmm aliuiIatUttn Yet ^ experlpoe eifm jwf 
loigth peteuaoed tite Ptnian Monn'dii to tjeneunoe m w^i|iN!t v 
Oonstantiiieple, enf to Moeil^the annuel tribute of rUaii^ la tu R<^ 
maoemf^: athnueen^telnmof gol4, atI^*>ndtBliiMir#HE^e 
thouaaudtfheobee, a^tweiwhonies, and a thdoiaad tinhta« , Emnir 
dins eubeeribed tiiteeli^ltonkfaifot^ iHMtne* W the thne anoAMM vHm 
heobtdnedto ot^ebr’iiaciftreaiuyeefiwnthe^ued^ef theeeat« irae 
indnstrioudy empldyed ita did prdpai^^ieag of a b^d and d^ienete 

attadke * f 4 ^ 

Of the ehiuTBctm eenepiiMltii: that 'HevaoHue oiie to^ 

the meet extraordinary fund Ih^ ftrat and last yeevs of 

a long reign> the empefor a^pel^lp h6 Ihe slave of slothy of pleasure^ 
or of superstition^ the carelds^ aod spectator of w publWea- 

lamttiess But the languid of m momhtt ana eveniiw lupe so- 

C ted hy the brightness of the Odn: the ArcadihS w the pih 

arose the Ofesar of the oatnpreiid the konour of Ihnne and Hera- 
clius was giorioualy retrieved by the expl^ts^and ^i^es of lia idven- 
turous campaigns. It was the duty of the Bysanttne hlstonane to have 
revealed the causes of his slumber and vj^hpe* At iMw distance we 
can only conlectUre, that he was endmiM %l||i iDota pencinal eparUge 
than polttical resolution; that he Was aetunedliy the coarnis^ S^d per- 
haps the artSy of his niece Martlnay with whem* after the deem oLw-* 
dociay he contracted an incestuous maarriage ;(1) mid i&Ht h^ yielded to 
the base advice of the counsellolrs^ who urgedj, as a fiindatnanw lawp 
that the life of the emperor should never he lit tha^^di^S) 

Perhaps he was awakened by thd last inaolentr^anidid ^ the 
conqueror ; but at the moment when HemcQiis ass^ed the 4t a 
heroy the only hopes of the Romans Were ^awn £Nsn tilinido|ndtndei of 
fortune which mkht threaten the nroud prosperity of uhosToeSf and 
must be favourable to those who had attainea the lowest period of da^ 
pression.(3) To provide for the expenses of war> was the drst care of 
the emperor ; and for the purpfnse m cdUeeting the tribdta^ ha was 4*« 
lowed to solicit the benevolqnce of the eastern provinces- But the re^ 
venue no longer flowed in the usual channels: the credit of an arbitrary 
prince is annihilated by his power ; and the Ooumge of Hemeliue was 
first displayed in daring to borrow the consecrated wealthy of churchest 
under the solemn vow of restoHngy with usury, whatever he had been 
compelled to employ in the service of religion and of the empire. The 
cler^ themselves ^pear to have sympathised with the pubSe distress^ 
and tne discreet patriarch AlexandnUy Without admitting the prcoe^ 
dent of sacrilegey assisted his Sovereign by the miraculous or seasohsblo 
revelation of a secret trea5ure.(4) Of the soldiers who had conspired 
with PhocaSy only teo were found to have survived the stroke of time 


(1) NlccpSorut ((». 10, II) who hnmilii t|ii9 tnemsf* with tlw MSknci hf aOwtrfut^ and 
aO^^iTot*, r« happy to ohierve, that of two son*, in aice«tiiotts Ovit, the chier ^ ipsrted hy 
Provutanea vlUi a 4tiff Heck, Uu» yaotigtr wfm lh« kt$t of baartac- 
(9) Oaoiis at f liidia, (Acroaa. 1. im-lSS. p. g) who uatH Uie opInloSa. aossHa tha 
patlmnUnoiit coviiMHori of any •liibter views WdoIS be tuve ueaied tha proud and eau- 
tamntiioat admoslUaa of Crlq^l Sirtd«Mrr«twv ipmc i(o» epaoev KaTa^<U 1 r««w«v 

jWAem ea< ratf woppw <inxwpi«Oicr dawvuuetjt. 

(S> B« T(W 

E^^oXfievav awe 

KcioSa* *ro kpiirov <» aaKptf Ta ttefMrfSof 


Arriarpapnw Sc. dec. Oaoffe Pidd, ^Claap 1. A,as<iJN4. 
The oHaatato aia not lau fond of remarMiif ihfa Mfiift vltl^Swl fed I wwasiher aaMW 
•Mr; or Bbowow «5 


(4) mroahiifimaalyiahueatWtdtocoveryy ofira^ 
hiaafsaM. (asaol* Series a. i>. s» S, ee ) ti 
coUactedby audleia, who wera ordered te leave tba pifrl 
han^p^ofSafaL Nieapbofitt, (n. 11 } two hu^ 
botuoor ofSia eeeitiibatlaii, wbiob t^ emreb of Cona^liioi^ nUfhi 


m Tm mcum aw fali. 

Md of tho Bortiomniid) libo jiossi ovon of those sedltioue vH$jFukB, waa 
imMrftetlf euppUod 1^ 

IHinotttttyimitiea ia m mBip, ilhe iwmeo^ endam^ aadhiitgitatfea, 
of east aod. Ho w<it4d hove been Oontent ^{fh the mmfnwty 
mi the Avaittl ^ w entreaty tlmt the obagati would act^ not 

as the enewim of the was aocqiopani^ wi(^ 

a Ctiore pdwwNii^ d%l|i£h^ of two huodred thousand jpiecoB of gold. 
Two days aftfw ^ of Eastor, the enroeror. enehwagiqg his 

pU^ m the of apenitent and wamor>Qt} gave the signal 

mi To l^e fa^h of the people Hwadius recommended 

ma ebudreo ; the oivQ add tnlBtary powers were vested in the most de- 
sohri^handfih dleereti<m of the patriardi md senate was su- 

th<W^ th, save or ^ should be oppressed in his 

ahseoee hy ybe eupemr forces of the enemy 
The nejydnnirihg heights of Ghalcedon were covered with tents and 
arms *. butif the nOw le^es of Heradius had been rashly led to the at* 
tiu^ the victory of the Perriens ia the sight of Constantinople might 
hove b^n the Idftt day of jjEtomim empire. As imprudent would it 
have been to adv^c^ iitfo the provinces of Asia, leaving their innume* 
l^e cavalry to intercept his convqm and continually to hang on the 
laa^ude and disorder of hJu ree^. wt the Greeks were stlU masters 
of the sea ; a fleet of and store-ships^ was assembled 

in the hai^ur ; the Skn^amha Ibnaented to embark ; a steady wind 
carsied th^m through the Kelleepoirt# the western and southern coast 
of Alda Minor lay on their left ti^d i the s^t of their chief was flrst 
djUgJayedJn a storm; and the eunuchs of his train were excited 
to suuer to work by the^eaamnle of their master. He landed his 
thcops oh the coilfloe<B of Syida and Cmeia, in the gulf of Scanderoon, 
where coast ea^enly tu^na to the south :(3) and his discernment 
was expressed in ihi^ ^olee eC this important post.(4i} From all sides, 
the scattered garmoft^ of the maritime dries and the mountains might 
repair wirii ^eed s^ s^Oty to his imperial standard. The natural mr- 
tineations of Cilida psbtec^ and even concealed, the camp of Hera* 
ditts, which was pitdied near Isaus, on the same ground where Alex* 
ander had vanquiiwod the host of Jtarius. The angle which the mnpe* 
ror oceupied, was deeply indented into a vast semicirolo of the Asiatic, 
Arinen^i eodSyriaii provinces; audio whatsoever point of the dr* 
cumference he should dfreci his attack, it was easy for him to dissem* 
ble hit own motionsi md to prevent those of the enemy. In the camp 
of Xs^, the Koman ^eroi reibnned the sloth and disorder of the ve* 
terdns, end educated Ihe tiew reeruits in the knowledge and practice of 
miBtary virtue. Unfold^ mhwoulohs image of Christ he urged 
them to revenge the holy mtaiw whtdi hwl been proltuied by the «or* 
shippers of Are ; addressing them by the Cadearing appellations of sons 


O) Thmhylsetw SfaiocMta, Itb. vllt f.. W. thli dreumstsitce need not Sxcite ear «nr> 
rise. Ilw mniMHvtt df a eves 'hi time oT peace, it renewed tn leie iban taemy 


prtse. tae mniieHwl df a t«tl 
ermenty-Svspwr*. ^ ^ 

A OMTSV of gMSHl 


m OMT 




dyed tbem red |u the SiM of the Per. 
of Pess^m, p S5) 

I (Mb (iiipoirtatit point of the syf liii and 


ttiigm wnte tp a i 


Viv d(0f weft thirty flve psnfWmih or tdenee Com 
» app ei|b( or ten Awn SAttod (ColnpSke hluemr. Wetee. 
ft Oeofmph ad calcem VH* halrfdta. p. s. voyage en 


u ii p, 78 7S). 

lit M fh« tnod^t worda of tieerd •*<" Ctwfrt labelmaa 


anril (Wttia Aleaaader, laaperafor 
iitiim, tMdf a rtth M ioertMiWS 


sai&piit'iHit mpbr sd iuntam, t . m. tMdts rtthWHiioefiMi 
XdiSSett;^ flpimM the pr«pei& of Atoaandrtt or Sobidarooii, 


laaperafor iwadWiAlo nie)k»r 
ioertMiWg Wfh IhetliAtef 
hidarooii, ea m ether tide of 



OF THE HOMAN EMFIftB. 
an 4 bnttireii) fce deplin»<I wWic and 

or pwnmit ; tlw %ec<i or dUi^ue oriler. mfMF ovexteiidM 
toroptsMntbflwtlottsiDdn^thaoperM^w^aainein*. wlnt-' 
ever hmahtl^ uie 
equiki seyeritfOA 


nrHli 


ip tiie ^per 0 ^ lnwowd on the iro^ he — 

equal eerentron *3»eir lal^. «><dr diet, were 

measured br tlie iaAsKiUe rules e# disapluw ; and, Aewira^ 

the enemy, they were teu#t to renose an impF<»t (Ainfidmiee infheir 
own vabrar and the yisdom of thew leadw* Oiliela inf noon encoj^ 
passed with the Persian aitrat } hat fteir earahrf hesHMed to fbc 
defiles of mount Taurus, till mw were drcumrented hr um evetetfons 
of Heraelius, who insenribly ga&ed their roar, wl^ w dppwed to 
present his front in order of battle. By « frlse motaon which seemed to 
threaten Armenia, he drew them, agi^ thpfr wlAes, to » 
action. Thw were tempted by the artful border of hto eamw Wt 
when thoy adva^acedto combatp the g(;^oiixk9* “the eaiip and thewpeita* 
tion of both armie«p were unpBopitiOUS io the Wpaaw 

sueceasfhUy repeati^ their tacties in n field of brtpep (13 imd thw 
of the day dedared to the wor|4 ihat the WhM weM ^ 
and that a hero was inveeted^lto the Pur^ ^^ ^rtotgry ^ 
fame, Heraelius boldly asoended- tbe It^to of men^pninm dfrertM 
his marUi through the ^ns rf Cimpad*^# im 

for the winter season in safe aadptas^M qUw^eM on tbebi^KB ^ toe 
Mver Hayls (S) His soul was supstow to the ya^ of oBto^alag 
Constantinople with an imn*r^ trium^: bnt toetoesence of toe csn* 
peror was indispensably required to tli» reAlees and rt^aeionB 

^‘tonM Sdpio and Hannibal, no Wder ei^rise has Wn 

attempted than that which Heradinsaddeved for toe dellvemoeertoe 
empipe.(9) He permitted the Persians to wpress for a ^ 
vinoes, and to insult with impunity the eap^ ®*55» fit 

Roman emperor ei^plored his perilous way through the p^kSej^i't) 
and the mountains of Arroema, penetrated int<f the heart of Jwigeto) 

and recaUed the armies of the ir«^l5hin|r to the dewMfl^ W4h^»daeea- 
(\) PasKlnt Mimottst p Si 5 luKS^cti- ttet 4^® l*iSiiilti>t Sy llw 

:gffiSS^Ta.rs"^£ Crg'5 S-g;^s 

ant iwoli tAKH* End a«d«iii#iory iHabiaft to flirnEito writtlMpnoli^ wiw tn® mu|®(ni® 

hotie>orP4^D’aAirllle,a4: 

(b^ U JI UiBUSto b® cWound* ^ 
cSui® tJ. u^est.) 

tutu of I iBtSxottd ^ 

siMo CiNwmitiBosi* i»ii«w«aas, wWi » iwt mto, ^ w a»* 
eiWvB, aw, to SrtnB, wtm* •. »«;J5 

cainfNilsn of Stt bo lUWtoB over »i »ll®»co. 


fiswuitbettteto 














OF THE HOMAN EMPIRE. 

Amidst the glories of the sueeeeding cain|wi^, Hereelius is almost 
lost to our eyesj and to thj9se of tlia Bysanlane iiistoria9a*(l ) From the 
spacious and fruitful phdns of Albania^ the empario^ to &ftow 

the chain of Hyrcanian mountains^ to despot in^ tm ftrovince of 
Media or lrak» and to oarr^ his victorious arms as ^ Os royal cities 
of Calvin had Ispahan^ which had never heetl approaidiod hV a^,B^inan 
conqueror. Alarumd hv the d^mr of Ms Idtudciim the poiu^ 
roes were already recalled from idie Nile and the BoMhoru^l^ ^ree 
formidable armies surrounded, in a distant ajid hostile land, the camp 
of the emperor. The Cohdiian allies prepared to desert hk standard ; 
and the fears of the bravest veterans were expressed, rather than con- 
cealed, by their desponding silence. Be not terrified," said the in- 
trraid Heradius, oy the multitude of your foes. With the aid of 

Heaven, one Roman may triumph over a thousand Barbarians. But 
** if we devote our lives for the salvation of our brethren, we shall ob- 

tain the crown of martvrdom, and our immortal reward will be libe- 

rally paid by God and posterity/’ These magnanimous sentiments 
were su]^rted by the vigour of Ins actions. He repelled the threefold 
attack ot the Persians, improved the divisions of their ehlefs, and by a 
well-concerted train of marches, retreats, and successful actions, fintuly 
chased them from the field into the fortified cities of Media and Assyria. 
In the severitv of the winter season, Sabaraaa deemed himself secure 
in the walls ot Salban ; he was surprised by the activity of HcvacBus, 
who divided his troops und performed a laborious march in the ^nce 
of the night. The fiat roofs of the houses wero defended with useless 
^'alour against the darts and torches of the Romans : the satraps and 
nobles of Persia, with their wives apd ebildren, and the fiower ot their 
martial youth, were either slain or made prkonem^ The genarot es- 
«‘ape(l by a precipitate flight, but his |mlden armour was the prise of tiie 
conqueror ; .nrid the soldiers of Hera^us enjoyed the weidth an^ repose 
>vhlch they had so nobly deserved. On the return of spring, the emperor 
traversed in seven days the mountains of Curdiftsn, and pmed without 
resistance the rapid stream of the Tigris* Oppressed by the Weight^ 
their spoils pnd captives, the Roman army hmted under the walls of 
Amida ; and Heradius informed the senate of Constflitinople of his 
safety and success, which they had already felt by the retreat of the be- 
siegers. The bridges of the Eu^rates were destroyed by the Persians ; 
but as soon as the emperor had discovered a ford, they hMtiiy retired to 
defend the banks of the Barus,(2) in Cilicia. Tfaat^river, an impetuous 
torrent, was about three hundred feet broad, ^he bridge was tortified 
with strong turrets, and the banks were lined ^ith BanmHan archers. 
After a bloody conflict, which continued till the evtoing, the Romans 
prevailed in the assault, and a Persian of Bhtlu and 

thrown into the Sarus by the hand of the emperor htosd^ ^ilie enemies 
were dispersed and dismayed ; Heradius pursued his march to Sebaste 
in Cwpadocia ; and at the expiration of tturee years, the same coast of 
the Euxine applauded his yeturn from’ a long and victorious expedi- 
tion.(3} 

Instead of skirmishing on tlie frontier, the two monarchs who dis- 
puted the empire of the east, aimed thdr desperate strokes at the heart 
of their rival. The militcwy force of Persia was wasted by the marches 


(1) t cnunM aiid (wtst mucli more) M. IVAnvUls Coet mU aMenia to teet, iSt 
SiltiMi, Tar«<ttatii^ tierirttory of Uio^um. 4co, tneiilfoiioS ^ TtoasMo* (V* a»-S« )* JKtt* 
Oxbtttt (Aiiasl. t»n>. »« P SSI, SSf.) ou Mlbor, tnmM AipoiiM ; aiiC W 

mm probiiUly tine tstly of saaor. itpoJwu l^ataty amr dsy** jornMy Cnmi lUSa 

i ariitn iwlf way SccivMti them (Vomw Se Woiiiioi^ loai. I p. ^ 

(f) At Wa from Twsst, tlw swiv of tlw foimeer Cyrnt iwM kMltftMf diffo 

f»l«ibra lo lMr€»dth» Um Pyr.iiii«s, a staduun iii MtadOt, An efOf«iaMn|riiWS#la|IS^^ 

(Xenoslion, Auabawlib. i.p. 5S. Si,). ^ ^ ^ 

(5) ficorfO of Pltidl* (Beli, AtmHcam, tM6;<~2S5, i», 49 ) cclebntet wltli truth tbo evtwver- 
lug rour«i|{e nftlit three cam |»ftigna(r^ot vtf>tit»ofA0in) agaliiatthe PrAlaiia. 

VoL. HI. s 



THE BECUNE AND FALL 


^ pombftts of twenty y^ari^ aii4 tnany of ih^ vetevabs who had aar« 
vived the perils of thpeiriam aed the dimate^ were still detaiiied iti 
th^ fortresaea of %yp ai4 Syria. But the veyeotfe auibition of 
(jhosfom e^riiauridr Ipn^om i and the new lei^iea of sul^aets, 
Btrai^^ntr and divided into three formidable bodte8.(l) 

tlie arpiiy^oC wn^a&d men^ illustrious by the oihi^eiit and 
title of mardi against Beradiua; 




Thebd^vusa^andihe third eras ewmanded to besl^ 
tinople, and >to atibimd Ube operatloue of the diagan. with whom the 
hinglmd ratided e treaty of alliance and partition, Sabar, the 


the well lodowui camp Chalcedony and amused himself with the de- 
struction of t|tf saered and profane buildings of the Asiatic auburbs, 
uhile he impatiently waited the arrival of his Scythian friends on the 
opposite side of the Bosphorus. On the SPth of June^ thirty thousand 
iparbaxlansy the vanguard of the Avars, forced the long waU> and drove 
mto the ca^tal m protniecuous crowd of peasantSy citzsensy and soldiers. 
Fpui^re |laoi»mdi(^>pf his native aimjectsj and of the vassal Uubes 
of Cfepiday ftasslsnsy BlitlgariuiSy and Sclavonians, advanced under the 
staod^d of the ehagan : a monidi y^as spent in marches and negotia- 
tionsiy but the whole city was jweatedoa the 31st of Julyy from the 
suburbs of Pera and Owta to w l^chemm and seven towers ; and 
the inhabitanta described with terrmrthe tuning signals of the Euro- 
pean an^ Ariatic shores. In the nteanwhile the magistrates of Con* 
stantino^e repeatedly riftrove to purchase the retreat of the ehagan : 
but their deputies were and insulted } and he suffered the pntn- 

ciaas to ^imd beibre his while the Persian enyoySy in s^ robes, 

were seeied by hie sW seOy” (said the haughty baihamn) 

nroOBi of my perfeet union with the great king : and his lieu* 
tenadl is ready to send into my camp a sdect band of three thousand 
^ wandorm Prauime no longer to tempt your master with a partial 
^ and inadequate rtesosn : your wealth and your city are the only 
^presents wpjrthy of my acoeptance* For yourselves, I shall permit 
you to d^ysiHy each witib an under^garment and a 4iht ; and, at my 


* Pordnna, lud^^ou could soar into ue air like birds, unless like 
^ iiehes you coiud mve into wavee.^^) During ten suoeeaaive days, 
the cajpital waa afifaau][t|pl by the Avars, who had made some progress m 
the science of «ttac» advaeoed te sap or batter the walk under 
the cover of the igipeimtrpwle tortohie , their engines discharged a per- 
petual volley of stoiies ai4 darte ; 4uid twelve lofty towers of wehd ev- 
.olied tlm combatants to the height of tim neighbottidng rmmMuds^ Btit 
the senate and PUO;^ were aniineled hy the spirit of HeracfiiHi, h ho had 
detached to thwrmief abody of twelve thousand cuirassiers ; the jmwers 
of fire and mechanics were used with superior art and success in ^ de- 
fence of Constantinople; and ^ with two and three ranks of 

oar& commandlsd the BoMhorus, and J^eudored the Perrians the idle 
spemtors of the de&at ^ mem afiies. The Avan were sepulsed ; a 


m PeisirliM (AsasCBOeMS ftd Mlcei>lionim, ssh-M.) dUerliittiiaCi* Uw mam «iid 
em iKi» wwe eweeitfveijr iWLtamHm HetscUMu 

(s> 'n^jpistw or fsrHsdt (• liy at vumsi. (sdn. aimr. tie.) 

SlMdr WSiesiM tlnf tte «M oh^n Uv«d till the r«mi at HerSoitin, Md 
tteU Mkip^SMw wsw ier w$a bow otO li fii hi tiiiftttw. Yet VoMtsk CAinkstaU p. <7 > tas 
twee pplHMr latBrifiwtkse totlrty ptiteUi 

i(S> k hp»edi|*s imetc, tnd avrsmoFs. M ktffn OwpMtfater tieSMiMSnikiftt to 
niriiN. ahmti at. It e. ldl« na.) SoM^twieteiiittaeet e^piii C«er« ItottfWMr, 
wUb OMisii ecMfi W«u> pittt cits «em owiesMitc isolnt ciW cCnweei i M nncinw Siq. 

fuToinda^difittllsflmii^l^ CSmlle, tom* iik p US.) Yet I miiih WMttleM 

wiMthtr Un Mimit and people of CoaitiiiUnopta tenitHHi at tblc meftfate Sf tbe cliae<ia. 
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of Selavonian caooMt wer« totrovfBd |^»ri>0llr; tfie rapadi 

of ibo ehogan tbroatpnad to dosert, bia orovWkmi pod 

after bimtini^hteooffinea, he^paire tlio«%tial or#lA»«f 
retreat. The devoid of iha Botnane aaerihed Oxl| fijgW dMirmuifie 
to the Vimii Mary ; hot the mother of Chtiat OOB* 

dem&ed'^wir inhiunan murder of thO Pdrriim en- 

titled tothirighuof homii^tf,^itoy wereBotfirotedid^ 
of ftatioDs.(l) ^ ^ 

After the diviskm of hir mnnf, Horace j^deotly tietirdi t0 tim 
banks of the Phaaia» wkettod lie itmkilaliied a dehm^d war agpelost 
the fifty thouaandl f^hi apeara of Fet«ift» Mia aimiefy waa rdiered by 
the delfverajiee of Ckmatanttoople ; hia hopea irere eoiMimed ^ e vk^ 
tory of hia brother Tbeodorua ; and to the boaiRe lea^^of Clioaroea 
witn the Avars^ the Homan emperor opijoaed the oaeftii and honourable 
alliance of the Turks. At hia hoeral invitation^ the horde Of Choaara^S) 
transported thek* tents ftcm the plains the to the mountatba 
of Georgia ; Heracltua received tnem in the neJnlskufhood of Tedis^ 
and the khan with hia nobles dismounted £roitt inS^ifaraea^ If we may 
credit the Greeks^ and fell prostrate on the gromm^ do lad^ the pur- 
pie of the Cmsar. Su^ voluntary homa^ and important md were en- 
titled to the warmest acknowiedginente f and tiie empem, teldio^ off 
hia own diadem^ placed it on the head of the Tiukish leifaee^ whom he 
saluted with a tender embrace and the appeUelloii eon. ^After a 
sumptuous banquet he presented Ekbel wlUi the ^iitea&d^oiiiameiita, 
the gold^ the gems, and the sUk^ which had bees used At the imperial 
taUe> and, with his own hand, dmibuteft riiidi ja«chl And eeridaia to 
hU new allies. In a secret intefvkWj hh pMmned ^ parlmk w bis 
naugi^r £udocia,(3) eoadeacesded io fatter the Blihjma with the 
promise of a fair and auauft hrid^ ohmaedatt ktaiedli^O mteeour of 
forty thousand horse, and ikgotiitiM a strong diyer«diph or the Teekish 
arms on ^e side of the Oxu8.(i) The Pmeianq, (ia the^ tnen^ re- 
treated with precipitation ; in the enmp of Ede«ab Semclii^ reviewed 
an army of seventy thousand Homans mid lytnmgere; imd sotpe months 
were successfully employed in the recovery of the olm of Sy^ Meso- 
potamia, and Armenia, whose ibrtideetioiia hivd been Sm^Mheuy restored. 
Sarbar still maintained the Important station of Chatodon; but the 
jealousy <ff Chosroes, or the artifice of Henudiiis^ soon alimiated the 
mind of that powerful satrap from the Service of Ms king end eminky. 

A messenger was interc^tM with a tcfi or fiedtloiui mandate to the < 
caderigan, or aeooad in command, diroci^ hmi to send, without delay, 
to the timne, the head of a guU^ or nniort«mate gemwah The dis^ 
patchwi were u-ansmitted to Sarhar Mmself ; and aswoon as he read Bie 
sentence of his own death, be dmitecmuii^ iminrid^ tho immSs ^ Rmr 
hundred officers, assembled a mllitiwy ConndJ^ and aaked the tmitariyau, 
whether he was prepared to eaeoute tiie eommaiids or thdr tyrant ? 
The Perbians unanimously declared, Chosroes had forfeited the 


<t) np PbMlml Chmalcla 3St>-mT; fivsi smisiat mC sstiiiniiki ewxsnys the 
,^tU«f»ace o| <.«»ttaiHltu>p|e. Theepii^ (!»• ant i futSl msf ctrapiiiUiiiicM ; 
ittSS Ittsi U^mey beobcUiieSmNii theenim eromiHt PlSShi, wa<* im Ottauwieds 
Som Setle AUiricp^ p, U -48.1 to oottmwwsiatf Utis 
(9) the power of the i hoion prereOed t^ UMi >ft»nit^^el«hUij aloth oeotsrlw* They 
were kHown |o the Greeks, the Anfae, kiiS. ovder the iMiOf ttf Ueea, lo tk tJuoeie ihup- 
•elt^ee. Oe Giilines< tlMt« 4es Uqm totp. It |MWt 9. p. SS7-dOS. ~ 


(3) 


deoibtrr of HenwtUni m4 #1% INS I 


horn «i( onitaoUiioiile oil ihelmi of JuUr, A.. D* Sll. SssmMSddi Ikh ief Ai 
erowiied (In the oratory of H, Siphon in A* paUco) lAo liih Sf Cewhorsf m* 

AS this tune •hoawithoirtflaoeit. |4iS»eiawim aOoiwa^ Wht to hsv ^srt^ 
the newt of hie death stopped her jotirsey, and pnhrestpd the eoftoouvnadns^in 
raibUtai Syaantlitk p. tlS<) ^ ~ 

(4> eiiniiefnOBet* Saraeod. p. IMS.) sfveaiosiecerhNisaiid nrohlihlo mmt hntUlMNm^ 
herewre mhor totshiflMhreo handnd cbmud Rimmua taoniiMid it mimf im hSaidlod 
thoMiiBd Pmhuie hilled at Nineveh. TM ahatesMint <tf a eiphir la smimwwWSCh W iw 
•tore hie sanity. ^ 


2<S0 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

nce^ire; a aepamte treaty was conduded with the government of Con* 
stantihople ; and if some eonaideratioss of honour or poHey reetrotned 
Sarhar firom joining standard of Heraclius^ the emMror wae assnced, 
that he might proseente^ without interruption^ his designs of victory 
and peace* 

Deprived of hU firmest' Sopport^ and doubtful of the of his 

subjects^ the greatnese ^ Ohosroes was still conspicuous m its ruins* 
The number of five hundred thousand may be inti^reted as an mien- 
tal metaphor^ to des^be the men and arms^ the horses and elephants^ 
that covered Media and Assyria against the invasion of Heraclius. Yet 
the Romans boldly advanced from the Ataxaa to the Tigris^ and the 
timid prudence of Rhaeates was content to follow them by forced 
marches throu^ a desolate country till he received a peremptory man- 
date to risk the fate of Persia in a dedsive battle. Eastward of the 
Tigris^ at the end of the bridge of Mosaic the great Nineveh had for- 
merly been erected :0) the city, and even the ruins of the city, had 
long since disappeared ^2} the vacant space afforded a spacious field for 
the* operations of the two armies. But these operations are neglected 
by the Byeantine hlstodans, and, like the autliors of epic poetiy and 
romance, they asoibe the victory, not to the military conduct, but to 
the personfd vidour, of their favourite hero. On this memorable day, 
Heraclias, on his horse Phallus, hurpassed the bravest of his warriorq : 
his lip was pierced with a imear, the steed was wounded in the thigh, 
but he carried his master side and victorious through the triple phalariv 
of the Barbarians* In' the heat of the ad ion, three valiant cliie& were 
successively slaia by the sword and lance of the emperor ; among these 
was Rhazates himself ; he fell like a soldier, but the sight of hii§ head 
scattered grief and despair through the fainting ranks of the Persians* 
His armour of pure and massy gold, the shield of one hundred and 
twenty plate^ the sword and bmt, the saddle and cuirass, adorned tho 
triumph of Heraclius, and if he had not been faithful to Christ and his 
mother, the champion of Rome might have offered the fourth optmr 
spoils to the Jupiter of the Capitol.(^ In the battle of Nineveh, which 
was fiercely fought Irom day-break to the eleventh hour, twenty-eight 
standardsy besides those which might be broken or torn, werd taken from 
the Persians ; the greatest part of their army was out in pieces, and the 
victors, cDn<»aling their own loss, passed the night on the field. They 
acknowledged^ rimt nn this occasion it was less difficult to kill than to 
discomfit the soldiers of Ohosroes ; amidst the bodies of their friends, 
no more than two bow^shot fi*om the enemy, the remnant of the Persian 
cavalry stodd firin tHl tiie seventh hour of the night ; about the eighth 
hour they retired to their unrified camp, collected their b4^gage> and 
dii^fiersea on all sided, from the want orders rather than or resolution. 
The diligence of Heraclius was not less admirable in the use of viotorv ,* 
by a mami of forty-ei^it miles in foar-and<^twenty kouis, his vanguard 
occupied the bridges of the gre^r and the lesser Zab , and the cities 


(1) (npnd Olodor* tota 1 M p US. wtU. Wetfetiiw, ftulffu four litin- 

dr«f and eigtity itudfs (Mrtopft only tbirty4wo for the ctrcunirereiiee nf Nineveh 

iohat t»lk» of three days' jouriiej^t itte ode linudnNl «iiil twenty thousand pefshM described by 
the propMck «• meapable ef diseemlns their right baud from tlietrlsn, sa»nt about seven 
hutidreo tboiisniid persons of nil ages for tlm titliahUanu of that sue tein tupUul, (Gnguet, 
Origlnes des Lois, IVc. torn, iiL part 1 p. 93l.)orJuch ceased to exist six hundred tears 
l^oTC Chrht. The WfWem shhnrp atlh tuhshced, and la Aeutioued tuider (he mutie of Mosul 

tom. il. p. ttdO fiflfiiid over Nineveh wUhoiit percetv 
tug m UiIsfM Sir a rtdie of biU# tbe OM rainport of hrich or eartb. it is Mid to have 
hee» olfMu^ Cbet wftb fthscb bondred towm, each of Oio height of two 

(5> ho* mbtaiw* fcfo (MJ$ Romnljfii, in the irft eooaecretioid . . • • l»««® fcoa- 

tinwM Livy, I* |0.> inter tot belli, opliiii part* cum spolto, »*»» decojJa If 

X arto (apml Pomp^ p 806. edit. Daefer) could Jasiify bis l^miky in gnuthtf tbo 

epAme spotia to • eOttuuoii aoloter wbo had ahiiii toe king or geitend of the OMmy, the bunour 
wovld Imvc kiccu much more cheap and coumtou. 
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and palacoB of Assjrrta were open for the first time to tite Ruiruuu. By 
a just gradation of magnifieent scenes^ they penetr#!^ to the royal seat 
of Bastagerd^ and though much of the treasure bad removed, and 
much had been expended, the remainit^ wealth appea»» to ex- 
ceeded tbfllr hopes, and even to have satiated their avarioe* .lybatevev 
could not be easily transported, they consmteed with fire, that Chosroea 
might feel the angidsh of those wounds,, which ha had so often, indicted 
on the provinces q£ the emphro^ hnd justice m^ht allow the exepe, if 
the desolation had been confined to the works of xe^ luxury, if na- 
tional hatred, military licence, and religiouaaeal, hm not wasted' with 
equal rage the habitations and the tem^s of the guiltless subject. Hie 
recovery of three hundred Roman standards, ami ute deliverance of tbo 
numerous captives of Edessaand Alexandria, refiect a purer glory un tlie 
arms of Heraclius. From the palace of Baat^erd, he pursu^S his march 
\«ithtn a few miles of Modajn or Ctesiphon, till he was stopped on tiie 
banks of the Arba, by the difficulty of* the passage, the rigour of the 
season, and perhaps the fame an impregnable capital* The i^eturn 
of the emperor is marked by the modern name of the^dty of Slmrh^ur ; 
he fortunately passed mount 2ara, befoi'e the snow, which inces- 
santly thirty-four days, and the citizens of Gandzaca^ or Tauris, were 
compelled to entertain bin soldiers and their horses with an W^table 
reception.(l) » 

When the ambition of Chosroea was reduced to the defence of lus 
hereditary kingdom, the love of glory, or even the sense of >shame, 
should have urged him to meet liia rival in the field* In the battle of 
Nineveh, his courage might have taught the Far^ana^to vanquish, or he 
might have fallen with honour by the lance of a Romafi emperor* The 
successor of Cyrus chose rather, at a secure distance, to the event, 
to assemble the relics of the d^eat, and to retire by me^ured steps be- 
fore the march of Heraclius, till he beheld with a sigh the once-lovod 
mansions of Bastagerd. Both his friends and enemies were persuaded, 
that it was the intention of Chosroes to bury himself under the ruins ox 
the city and palace : and as both might have been adverse to 

his flight, the monarch of Asia, with Sira, and tmfee eoncuhines, 
escaped through a hole in the wall nine days before the arrival of the 
Romans. The slow and stately procession in whkh he ihewed himseif 
to the prostrate crowd, was changed to a rapid and secret jourx^ey ; and 
the first evening he lodged in the cottage of a pdhsant, whose humble 
door would scarcely give admittance to the gteet king*(2l Bis super- 
stition was subduea by fear : on the third day^^e entex^ with joy the 
fortifications of Ctesiphon ; yet he still doubt^ of hie be had 

opposed the river Tigris to tne pursuit of the Romans. The discovery 
ot his flight a^tated with terror and tumult the palaoe, the city, and 
the camp, of Bastagerd : the satraps hesitated whether they had most 
to fear nom their sovereign or tlie enemy ; and the femmes of the 
haram were astonished and pleased by the sight of mankind, till the 
jealous husband of three thousand wives again confined them to a more 
distant castle. At bis command, the army of Bastagerd retreated to a 
new camp: the front was covert by the Arba, and a line of two hun- 
dred elephants ; the troops of the more distant provinces suooessively 
arrived, and the vilest domestics of the king and satraps were enrolled 
for the last defence of the throne. It was stnl in the jrower of Chosroes 
to obtain a reasonable jpeace; and he was repeatedly pressed by the 

tl) tn deferibtint this last exfiedlttoti of fferadlim, tli# faota, the pHicot, tBdXhsdatieaof 
Tbeopliauct. S6jl-S71.) are so acruraie and autheiiUe that tie niuet navtlnattieed the 
original lettfri of tbe emperor, of which the nuchal Chronicle haa praiarveeip* ) 

a very cnrtoua apfclmen ’ 

(SO ’*'he wordt of Theopbanea are remarkable : Xoepoiw www Yempyiei' 

Utnti uttMt, tv tv T»» teww 9vpm, tStov c^rov HpeeXSrot «a«|uWe, SH0. 

Toutig princes discover a propetistty to ear should repeatedt|' tfaiucrlbe wtd Umalate 
inch salutary Uats, 
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mes^emrers of t6 i^vo tho blood of hit oiibjocto, atnd to ro- 

lieve a litiinsfle cott^evor fie^m the oaiaftil dutjr of eanr^rliiff dfo and 
sword through tho fiorest e<^ntH6s dr Aida. But the pride or the Fer« 
Sian had not pet auak to the level of his fortune ; he derived a momen-* 
tfir^ eonddenoe fifoto lib^ of the etnperor: he wept hMi impo- 
tent rage over df his Assyrian puaeeSj and disregarded too 

loi^ the rising murmutt of the nathm, who oomplained that their lives 
ana fmrtcuieS wp>0 laOii^d to the obatinae^ of an old man. That un- 
happy old tiian was himsoif tortured with the riiarpest prins both of 
mind and body ; add. In the oonsriousness of his approaching end^ ho 
resolved to fit the tiara on the head of Merdaza^ the most favoured of 
his sons. But the will Of Ohosroes wu no lonm revered, and Siroes, 
who g^oricNl in the rank and merit of his faio&er Sira, had conspired 
with the maloontenis to ass^ and antioipatethe rights of primog^ni- 
tare.fl) Tw^ty-two satraps, they styled themselves patriots, were 
tempted W the w^th aud honours of a new reign : to the soldiers, the 
hek of Chosroes promised an increase of pay ; to the Christians, the 
fiw exercise of tii& religion; to the captives, liberty aad rewards ; and 
to the nathm, Instmit peace and the reduction of taxes. It was deter- 
mined by the conspirators that fitroos, with the ensigns of royalty, 
should appear in the camp j and i^ie enterprise should fail, bis esca]^ 
was contrived to the imperial court But the new monarch was saluted 
with untmimoos aodamations ; the fiMt of CSiosroes (yet where could 
he have fiedf) was rudely arrested, ^htoen eons were massacred be- 
fore hie face, and ho 'o'ae thrown into a dungeon where he expired oii 
the fifth *The Gihdks and modem Perrians minutely describe how 
Choiroee was Inscdted, imd fimfished, and tortured, by the command of 
an inhuman son, so ht sutpaased the example of hk father ; but 
at the time of Uad^ih, what tongue would relate the story of the par^ 
ridde? what eye could penetrate into the tower of darkness $ Ac- 
cording to the mith and mer<y of his Christian enmmes, he sank with- 
out into a still dedper abySs ;(S) and it will not be denied, that 
tyrants of eveiy age and sect are the best enritled to such infernal 
abodes. The gl^ the house of Sassan ended wiih the fife of Choc- 
roes ^ his unnatural son enjoyed only eight months the fruit of his 
dimes; and In the space of four rears the r^^ tirie was assumed by 
nine candidate^, who dtouted, with the sword or dagger, the fragments 
of an mthauated mcmanmy. mvory province, and each dty of Persia, 
was theicepe dltidep^elice, of oisoord, and of blood, and the state of 
anarchy pT^alMabodmght ydirs longer, till the ibetions were silenced 
and umted midet ^e comimm ydke of the Arabian caUpha.(S) 

As soon Us the mountains became passable, the emperor received the 
wehNniie newa of the success of the eonsjdra^, the death of Cbosro<^-, 
and the elevation of his eldest Mpi to ins throne of Ptrsim The au- 
thors of >hw revolution, eager to dii^lay thdr merits in the court or 
<*amp of Tauris, preceded toe ambasmors of Siroes, who ddirsred rire 
letteiaofthefrnifsitef toh^hrorAsrtheampdoroftheRoiiiaiis.(4) In 
the buguage of usurps of every age, he imputes his own crimes 


(1) mw wVtwsOt iwmaU^ «r me SSl «r ctofrou If eoawSi«S k NHsw Ot nerseliut, 
(cLoft FanoiMi, S' n» ) wui ite siafotr ri tli«Qpbaiie« (p 
(ri Oil Uw SiW rwnoer oSflS CiMUrMf. IS HWaeljM ia tm» emm Wi« Intiautiy 

psMMisdat Ospit^ Pittdia. (p. ) A prtail a»4 a |ioet misbc 

very prppsrtS^wm miW aMtoiiptl«a W fbt ppMU enemy S w T«yT<^, v. 50.) 

bai Mob SMaU iWeiise ti nswortby of « kins end a conqrifw; |a4 f am eorry to Sad to 

ilMU»b bWSreS i a f lil lU oS <dte|Aftipr Xom^r eirrt^ TfeSif eit ta . . . 

€if VO ike )tii Uie l«RWof hetsoUitf: betSmett appkmdi Ibt porrieMe 

ofstreeldeeiiactef'pleiyaiidjiiitlee. ^ 

(I) 11 wbSWsr«SMnMeoiiimW tkhiMiSdrifiddtbf SMtttakten^S^ tv Bii< 
trebiM. (Aiiinii. mm. u p ssi-sso.) vbo dtomaibke itm s^; d^^^, 

(eiidkitbeiiMOrleiiidt, p.78S.)aud Aieeniuittl, SIMiotboo^teiiim tom. tS. S* tUMSd. 

(4) tbe letter of SimeeN (be pmcImI Chronicle, <p. ^40S) wfcttoiietelfefme bWo^ 
MWMede fee Tbo trraty appean iii lU exeeuilmi Is the blatorlet of TiMvpbauca Md 

Nicepborua* 


w v. 50.) 
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to t>ie Deity, and^ witJiout degvadisg hU equal mafestXj bo oflteo to !««• 
ooncile the long dii»o(»4 of the two nation^ by a treaty of {loeoo ood ol- 
liaiioe more durable than braaa or iron. Tbo condlfions ^;oaty 

were oagQy defined and faithfuRy exeeuted. In tbo rOabymV the 
standardMlM prisoners wbkb bad fallen into the bands Of tbo JmOiaiit, 
the emperor imitated Uie examine of Angnstust tMi^ cfiroef tK0 na- 
tional dignitv waa o^byated by ^e pciets of the times, but the de^ of 
genius may be measured by tne dbMianee between Horaoa ai^ Gootge 
of Pisidia ; the subjects and bretiiren of HerocUut Was redeemed flom 
persecution, slavery, and exile ; but instead of the Roman esglee, tbe 
true wood of the holy arose waa restored to the importunate demands of 
the successor of Constantine. The victor was not ambitious of enlarg- 
ing the weakness of the empire ; the son of Chosroes abandoned without 
regret the conquests of ms father; the Persians who evacuated the 
cities of Syria and Egypt were honourably conducted to the fh»ntier, 
and a war which had wounded the vitals of the two monarchies, pro- 
duced no change in their extern^ and relative situation. The retmm 
of Heraclius from Taqris to Constantinople was a peipfitnal tiinmjph ; 
and after the exploits of six glorious qqii^algiri, ne pqsooahhr enjmred 
the sabbath of h» toils. After a long impatience, the senate^ the mei^, 
and the people, went forth to meet their hero^ with team »piSt aeifiama- 
tioos, with olive branches hnd innummratde lamps ; he enters film digi- 
tal in a chariot drawn by four elephants ; and ns soon as t^e Aipsfor 
could disengage himself fh>m the timndt of public he tasted more 
genuine satisfaction in the embraces of his mo^ber and his son.(l) 

Thp succeeding year was illustrated by a triumph of a very dmbrent 
kind, the restitution of the true cross to the hol^ sepulbbtew Hbradius 
performed in person the pOgrimSgo 'df Jerusalim> Hib (ftMtity'of 
relic was verified by the discreet pamarch,(g} and^bl aujj^ ceremony 
has been commemorated by annual festival of the exidtatimi of the 
cross. Before the emperor presumed to tread the cmisetaated ground, 
he was instructed to strip hknself of the diadem and purple, the pomp 
and vanity of the world : but in the Judgment or his dieigy, the perse- 
cution of the» Jews was more earify reconciled with the pieoe^ Of the 
gospel. He again ascended his throne to receive the ooiucidumtions of 
the ambassadors of France and India: and the fame of jMoses, Alex« 
ander^ and Hercule8,(3) was eclipsed, in the popidtw esthnatlon, by the 
superior merit and glory of the great Heradias. Yet the deliverer of 
the east was indigeni and feeble. Of the P^rsiah spoils, the most VOla- 
aide portion had been expended in the war, distilfmted to t&O ebUitvs, 
or buried, by an unlucky tempest^ in the waves' of the jBtotiue. The 
conscience of the emperor was oppressed by ^ obligatimi ef restoring 
the wealth of thecleigy, whichhehadbos^wedfi^ruieirowii^tetocei 
a perpetual fund was required to sating these inexonsbie creators ; the 
provinces, already wasted by the arms end avarice of the Persians, were 
comnelled to a second payment of the same faxes; and the firreavs of a 
fdm^e oitisen, the treasurer Damaseusr were comiimted to a fine of 
one hundred thousand pieces of gold.^ The loss of two huiiAred thou- 
sand aoldiers(4) who h^ fidlen by the sword, was of lest Atid import 


(1) Tbs bmSsii sf CsMslIls^ ssnt, 

*' Montiw Nsnie}ki« an sstiiits ssi t*itlSiHi, 

It much bsiter siiUsd to tbs pntmt oosssioM. W Ms tOmiipb hi ttosabimef , <p. STh Vi*) 
attd Nloepbordt, (e* 15. IS.) ibtilfo oftboaiseisr witf isnSsriMWlw cssspafre irtisnsd by 
Ossiio^Plit<Us,<Ssils^.mn«. p.«). TbeiBttsiibererttesMabisiiied,ie^ 
irb»t prsIlMiely, ur tbst# ByssialMf Cbruftlsat^ * « ^ 

m Set SSiottiSf, <A«IAI kssfss A. D. SSS. M. l-4.> ttOSSbllNt^ j(AftMib jb a. 
940--ff8.) NIeeiSbuJS, (Bmy. p. 15 ) Tbo swls of tbs Sus Sssa brnMOTm W 

pTfstrvMlon of CM ersw U *W'**»** «•*> to tlio SsiwthMi of ssffa j, . - 

(5> OsoKt of Pb^ aI^ii. W. Ob EsprAit. costn pstm ^ 

Arhhs. I Tofew tbs fl^Ssr mlkif of Owlst, 

tbs etafsti ssrs of soStis sSmpSf^ to Seinmimr, Plwr^, ^ - ■ 
C4>s5ldM<Ui Bscsrii. HUt. Symiif. p. -w) slvsnbto iwbw? bsi s»^m ewdin 
miMS be retd for tbe Ussrliii wai, or tbi« pstmee dsei not beloiif la tbs mvffim Hsttclitts. 
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tmce than the decay of arte^ agriqulture^ and popolatioji> in this long 
and deetractive w^r : and although a victorioua army had been formed 
under the standard of Heradius, the unnatural eiFort appears to have 
exhausted rather than es^erdsed their strength. While the emperor 
triumphed at Constantinople or Jerusalem^ an obscure townph the con- 
fines oF Syria was pillaged by the Saracensi, and they cut in j^eoes some 
troops who advanc^ to its relief: an ordinary and ^ifli^ occurrence^ 
had it not he&x th^ prdude' of a mighty revolution. These robbers 
were the i^poStles qt Mahomet ; their matie valour had emerged from 
the desert; and iik the last eight years of his reign, Heradius lost to 
the Arabs the same provinces trhfcn be had rescued fi*om the Persians. 


CHAP. XLVIL 


Thioio^ical history th^doctrins of the incm'nahon ^The human and 
dwinomttitres of wri^-r'JSnmity of the patriarchs of Alexandria and 
Constantinoph»-^t. and AerlonW . — Third general council of 
^pi^eeue,^ Heresy of EuiyckeSn^Fourth general council of Choice^ 
dm>!^^vil and eccfeeiastieai ’0ist*ord»^ Intolerance of Justinian , — 
The thrso chapiere.-^The Monotkelite ^ontruversy,-^State of the 
oriental ieet$,^The JVssfortaa#.— IX. Tlte do.cohites,^llL The Ma» 
f^onites, — JV. The Armenians. — V» The Copts and Abyssinians, 


Aftbh the extinction of Paganism^ the Christians in peace and piety 
might have ^joyed theh^ solitary triumph : but the principle of discord 
was dive in their bosom^ mid they were more solicitous to explore the 
nature, ^an to practise the laws, of their founder. 1 have already ob- 
served, that tiie dilutes of the Tbxkity were succeeded by those of the 
Imcarnatiok ; aliice scandalous to the diurch, alike pernicious to the 
state, still minre minute in their inrigin, still more durable in their effects. 
It is my design to comprise, in the present chapter, a religious war of 
two hundred and fifty yeers, to represent the ec^dasticd and political 
schism ef the oriental septs, and to introduce their clamorous or san- 
guinary contests, by a modest inquiry into the doctrines of the primiti\ e 
chiireli.(l) 


( 1 ) Sf vast eiiiiiaAfaftU I fliiiliSQtlcste tSIt pretrlouf iiiqmrr, vfaicb 1 bave itadied to eir- 
cumtcrlM sad csmiuaiit If t aenlst la •iipponisg Web Siet or jrefleciloa by lit proper and 
•peclal evidence, evtir line wooio require a tmag of teeumeiilet, and every livto would twell 
lo a ernical dltaertaUoa. Sat tbe munberiew pattagea of atiMsaiiy whlcb I bave teen witb 
my own eyes, ai« tomptled, dtteitied, and lltattriU4,r by Feuvlnt and Le Clerc, Beau- 
toare and Motbelnt. I tbail be oontent to Ibriify my narrative by tbe Dsmet and ewir^erert 
of tbeie reapeeiable tablet; and, In the eoaumpfatuoa of a miiioie or remate oMeet, l am 
not atbaUMd to borrow tbe aid of tbe tU^eH flam.— 1. 1 be Doemsua Tbtelo^Ct of Pe 
toviitt, it a worb of Incredible IWoar and*emnpott ; the volumet which rcHde loleiy to tfar 
Incarrwttoa (two folioe, Sftb and thub, of ei^ btiodred and tblity.teve& jMget) are divided 
Inio tUteea booka-Hilib Urat si blttory, Ibe remaMer of epiUroverty a^ doctrine* 1 be 
JeaaU't MatolRt It coploiit mrreot ; M [* *»*• method ctai^ bit arjiameiit 

protoaM SOd well cenneebtd : bat be It tbe tlaveor tbe filbert, tbe tconise of beretlci, find 
tbdeaemy^of tratbSadcaadoiir, at oflea at they are Inimical to tbe catbolh; caate. 9. The 
dfinS^ UCierc, who bat eompoted* fa a v»fto vot^e, (dmtterdam iTld.) tbe cede, 
itaiiitod^blatary of tbe two drat eeninriet, wse Ate both In Ida temper did iltnaitosi hit 
aedsr tb%s^ bat ble.tbpnsitoi sia he nSeces tbe moa or mr of pcea to tbe 
‘ ^iipftoStoi«Nito^,fmdbtolmi«riiamyittofiieUiBetnri^ 

etoMltft to fbe ftobtra* Sec the bereOea (Corintblast,) SO^ ftbbMiiiet, 105. 
u nS. ftVtoen i ia l aa t , m, BMUidlant, lt9. Mareioaittoi Ul, ito-> snder tbelr 
proper dllib ' tt, the Hiiloln Cntiqseda liaatobeitme dauterdam, la two volt. 

fnqiautoT^FlMl ^ 

tobit ttsrtbmtoaf I 

pettoiiorsmial, » tofa^ or n boretic. Yed bU VedneaMmtiai^^ ejccettlve V be be^ 
myt ad atoltoto ptadamy to tovosr of tbe wei^ h* 5S®« etlamay, 

he does aM allow tuAcleai teope for tupetattttott and iaaaiteiain. A eoplodt table of eonteou 
^ will direct the tender to My poioi that he witbev to exawliie. i, Im$ protonad than Peta. 
tint, lew iadepcadoaa than Le eJerc, lew Infcniout than Beantobre, tbe bbtorlaa MotbeUn 
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I. A laudable re^d ibr the honour of the first proselytea^ has coun^i 
tenanced the belief^ the the that the Ebjf mtesii or at least 
the Naaarenea^ were distinguiahed oi^by their obatkiete perseverance 
in the praetioe of the Moaaie rites* their qhurches have dis^peared^ 
their books ure obliterated : theif obseure freedom might allow a lati- 
tude of iaith^ and the softness of their infant erec^ would be viwtously 
moulded by the seal or prudence of three hundred years. Yet the most 
charitable criticism must refuse these sectaries any knowledge of the 
pure and proper divinity of Christ< Educated in the school of Jewish 
prophecy and prejudice^ they had never been tai^ht to elevate their 
hopes above a human and temporal Mfi88iah.(X) If bhey liad courage to 
hail their king when he appeared in a plebeian garb> their gi*osser ap- 

S rehensiona were incapable of discerning their vho had studiously 

isguised his celestial character under the name and person of a mor- 
tal.^2) The familiar companions of Jesus of Nazareth conversed with 
their friend and countryman> who in all the actions of rationed and ani- 
mal life^ appeared of the ^^ame species with themselves. His progress 
from infancy to youth and manhood was marked by a reemlar increase 
in stature and wisdom ; and after a painful agony of mmd and body^ 
he expired on the cross. He lived and died for the service of mankind; 
but the life and death of Socrates had likewise been devoted to the 
cause of i*eligion and justice ; and althou^ the Stoic or the hero may 
disdain the humble virtues of Jesus, the tears which he shed 
friend and country may be esteemed tiie purest evidence of his humanity. 
The miracles of the gospel could not astonish a people who held, witli 
intrepid faith, the more splendid prodigies of the Mosaic law. The 
prophets of ancient days had cured diseases, raised the dead, divided 
the sea, stopped the sun, and ascended to heaven in a ilery chariot. 
And the metaphorical style of the Hebrews might ascribe to a saint and 
martyr, the adoptive title of Sow of Gon. 

Yet in the insufficient creed of the Nazarenes and the £bk>mtcs> a 
distinction is faintly noticed between the heretics,, who confounded 
the generation of Christ in the common Order of nature, end tho less 
guilty schismatics, who revered the virginity of bis mother, and exclud-* 
ed the aid of an earthly father. The incredulity of <ihe farmer was 
countenanced by the visible circumstances of his oirth, the legal mar- 
riage of his reputed parents, Joseph and Ma^, and his lineal ckim to 
the kingdom ot David and the inneritance ot Judah. But the secret 
and authentic history has been recorded in several copies of the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew, (3) which these sectaries long presejmd in 
the original Hebrew (4) as the sole evidence of their faith. The natU"> 


it fiUI, nitlonaU correct, and noderafe fii hit learned wwk, Oe ftebnt. CtuUMaoU ante 
Conatantlnum (Helnistadt. t759, in quaitu), ice th» Nntamiei and abUSUtfli. p. SS8 

— ^ ; tiw Gnottict tii geneitip p ITS, ; CeriMthui, p. 196—909) Biu^dCt, p SSSH^I : 
Carpocrates, p. SGS^SGJ , Valentlnoa. p. 371—389) Marcion, p 40i>.M4iS; ciw MatucJiaeaua, 
p. 8SO-637, an. 

(1) Ka< yup ir«iirT«v fipeiv tov Xptv^ow «p^pt»w4fp wpo&immpnm $»y» 

the Jewlab rrypboa, (JuaUn Oialog tt?*) in the Samf of bii conntrytaea ; md tke modem 
Jewa. the few wtio divert tbeir thontoti from monfy to reUfioa, atlll bold the mne bititmge, 
and alleM the tlterai aenae of the propheia. it 

(9) Cbnuwetotti <Biafmfe, Hiat. det drift, tom. v. e. 9. p. 1S3.) and dUNuiiriw (Fetav. 
noimat. fbeolog. tom. v. Ub. t. c. t, p. 3.) aw oMifed u> tonfeu U»t the divUiUj of Cluriat 
la wrely mentioned Ur ttlmaelf or bta apoatlea. 

(3) The two ftret emptera of St. Matthew did net evitt in tbe BbietHce eoptees fSplpban. 
H«rea. 90. 19 ) add tbs mHraentoua eoneepiioii ia oae of tho laat aitlclai wbwli Or. Mricatley 
baa cnrtalled from hit acanty owed.. 

f4) It ta probable eaoiigb that tbe drat of tbe feipcli»tftr ibe «ae ^ tbe lendab Sftivdrie, 
WM composed In tbe Hebrew or Syrian Idiom « the Ibtl la attmMd bv a ebaia of Meow— 
Paplu, Irenwna, Ofisen, derpow, fte. it ia devooiif bHiewd b> the cmbolto, i^aW^Dd 
bv caaanbon, OroHni, wid Imac Vomtiia, amonf tM ProUaiaat cHilea* BdC W Hibww 
Ooa^of St. NaUbew ia moat^neonmably loat ; piid wo way aceoae tbe 4W 
ifiv W the prlmlMvt ebatebea, wbo bave preferred tbe uitautborleed vetiiMi4< 
lew Gieefc. eraamna and kla followera. wiw teapect our Greek Uit at Hm s,. 

^rlw themaelwa of the evldenco wifiob declares it to be the work of as U ^ 

Slmoii! HtatTcrltique, ftc. tom ill. c. 5-d. p. 47^*101. atidtbw Ptofe^etmor i 
Wctiteiti to the New Teattmeui. 


bSHde. 
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ral siLspicioiiB of the hiuband^ COftscioue of hie own «hast 2 ty> were die- 
pelled W the neiuvaiKie Qsn % dream) that hie wife wae pregaoot of the 
Holy Gooet : and asthia latent aiid dameetie prodigy oSvld not ffiU 
unW the personal ohseiwati<»i of the historian^ ne must have listened 
to the same voloe^vh{^ dictated to Istdah the future ooncep^on a 
virgin. The scm ota virjguv generated by the inedable operaUon of the 
HcSy Spirit^ was a erMpre without eauunplaorreaemblanoe^ superior in 
in every aMfibute end body to the children of Adam. Sluee the 

introducthm of the Qissek or Chaldean philo6ophy^(l) the Jews (^) were 
pemmded of the pre-etaistenoe^ transmigration^ and immortaUty of 
aoms and Providence wps ju^ified by a supposition^ that they were 
coi^W in their earthly prisons to expiate the stains which they had 
contracted in a former stalie*<3> But the degrm of purity and corrnp* 
tion are almost immeasurable. It may be fairly presumed, tliat the 
most sublime and virtuous pf human spirits was infused into the off- 
spring of Mery and the holy Ghost ;(4) that his abasement was the result 
of his voluntary choice ; and that tlie obiect of hk mission was to pu- 
rify, not his own, hit the sins of the world. On hts return to his native 
skies, be received the iiiinnense reward of hts obedience; the everlasting 
kingdom of thp Messiah, which had been darkly foretold by the pro- 
phets, under the carnal images id peace, of conquest, and of dominion. 
Omnipotence could enlarge the unman faculties of Christ to the extent 
of his celestial office. In tliO langui^of antiquity, thetitleof God 
has not been severdy conhnedi to toe nrst parent, .and his incomparable 
minister, his only-bc^tten Son, might daim,, without presumption, the 
religious, thouM secondary, worship of a subject world. 

II. The S6e£<^the faith, which had Aowiy arisen in the rocky and 
ungrateful soil of Judean were transplanted, in full maturity, to the 
happier dunes of the Gentiles ; and the strangers of Rome or Asia, who 
never bdidd the manhood, were the more readily disposed to embrace 
the divinity of Christ. The Folythdst and the philosopher, the Greek 
and the Barbarian, were alike accustomed to conceive a long succession, 
an infinite^aln of aii^s or demons, or deities, or aeons, or emana- 
tions, issuing £mm the throne ef light. Nor could it seem strange or 
ineredihie, l£al the hrst these aeons, thC^Loyo#, or Word of God, of 
the same substance withfthe Father, should descend upon earth to deli- 
ver the human race from vice and error, and to conduct them in the 
paths of life and immortality. But the prevailing doctrine of the eter- 
nity and inherent pravity of matter infeeted the primitive churches of 
the east^ Manj^ among theGentile proselytes rqj^sed to believe that a 
celestial i^int, an undivided portion of Uta first essence, had been per- 
sonally united with a mass of impure and contaminated flesh : and, in 
their zeal for the ffi^vinity, they piously aldured the humanity of Ohrut. 
While his blood was stiHrecent on mount Calvary,(d} the ilocerar,a nu- 

• " 

Q) Tb« metSSbiwki of tbc soul are dlwojptfsd by Cfceio (rnscnlan, lib. 3 ), «ih 1 Maximus 
of T>re (UlMerut xvl«)./^om tb« httncMfos of flunlogiie, winch sometimes aowse awl oOsti 
perpkx. the ttadcnpf the Fhmdm, tilie FbSB4i>n, wm ihe Uwsof Ftato. 

(S) Ihe SIsctslet of Jestts were p«is«itded ihat a man ntlsla have sinned beihre lie was 
horn {iolifi ii. t,), iinti uit Fhariiees hCht (be tnbfmignitioa of tirtuotts aoula (Joeenb. de 
juertOQ, Mt. Ih 0 . 7 h and a modem t«bbi i$ (hodeilly ossmed ttat Hennes, Pythasoras, 
PIstA, fte. derived their luwaphyslas Oofll bis IHmtrloiis ^oitHtrjwari* 

(A pour diflhreipt opinions have been emsruiiaed conieerulnii the origin df haman sopls — 
r. That thopSiwetfaiai «nddlviia..«4. That they were ereated la saepiifhta stare ofexisteitee, 
hetmthilr mOoawfth urn Thai (ber have been propagaied Inm the origliial iioek 

of 44aiii, aho eonutned In himseiftbe mental as well as the corporeal aeed of hto posterity. 
^f.tlNllesoh idIG Is oemsieiti^ crwteii tod embodied ts the monteut df eonceptloo. The 
last of OMaeaaOtliiicniavppeaiRi to have prevniled among ibemodamat hod oer spMtnal Ms- 
tor/ la Sfwiro Ibsi fShtimo, pitfaeiit beeDtttoff thoce Inteil^lMe. 

W *Or« 0 'dvxq k *>vv was vne of the ilAeea berestei Impaled te 

orim^ bod dimfed l^?Mt sOnSosiw (pSsuas, BihllMlwe. cod H7. p. SM ). Sviine or the 
rahSles turibam one and the shine Soei to the pereent of Adam, Pavid, aed the Meselali. 

(5) ApoaCoHi adhne in secnlo sapersUtlhns, apod iodtmiWCiiriiWSinisnlde reoeiite, /^Acm- 
tnseia domlnleorpas apMieiwtttr. itleronym. ad\eri. Lnetmf* e. vlil. The epistle of Itna* 
ttas to the smynanM, and even the Gospel aecordiiig to St. John, are levelhHl against tun 
gfowiiif eriur of the DoecUs, who had obtained too much credit In the world (1 Jehu In 1— d.> 
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merouB and karned aeet of Asiatics^ invented the fanitatk mtenif 
wbidi wm aftorwaffde)»epegnted hyi^ Maraonitee^ the hfoiikmnsaii«j^ 
and the varioue nfunea ef the Onostio heree^/l) Thtf denied thpe 
truth imd anthetitdeiQ^ of the gosj^k^ a^fhr ae th^ )»elmlhe^iieep« 
tion of Maiyi the Mrth of Chrkt^ and the thirte years th$e^$feeeded 
the eacercke 6£ hk minktiy* He flrat am^earea cm the baitKa of 
Jordan in tibe form of manhood; mit it was a fbvm ott!y> tmd 

not a eahstancef a human tgure erealed by the hand of Omnlpoteike^ 
to imitate the faeultiee and Mtioni Of a maiij and to impose a perj^nal 
llluBion on the senses of his friends enemies Articmiate sounds 
vibrated on the ears of the disciples ^ hut the ima^^whidi was impress* 
ed on their optic nerve, elud^ the more stubborn evidence c^the 
touch; and they enjoyed the smritttal, not the corpore^ presence of 
the Bon of God. The rage of tlm Jews was idly wasted agmnst an im* 
passive phantom ; and the mystie scenes of the passion a^ death, the 
resurrection of Christ, were represented on the theatre oi| Jeruwem 
for the benefit of mankind. Tf it were urued, that sueh ideal mimicry, 
such incessant deception, was unworthy of the God of truth, the Doc^ 
tes agreed with too many of their erthMoa brelhren in the Justifieathm 
of pious falsehood. In the system of the Gnostics, the Jehovah of 
Israel, the creator of this lower world, was a r^eUious, or at IdaSt an 
ignorant spirit. The Son of God descended upon earth tb aboUrii 
liis temple and his law ; and for the accomplishment of ihis ssiutaxy 
end, he dexterously transfierred to hts own person the hope and pre*- 
diction of a temporal Messiah. 

One of the most subrie dilutants of the Menichataii sdicMd, has 
pressed the danger and indecency of supporing, that the^God in the 
Christians in the state of a human foetus, maerged at the end of ninb 
months from a fbmale womb. The pious horrorof his anta^nkrts in- 
voked them to disclaim all sensvial dmimstances of ecmcept^ and de* 
livery ; to maintain that the divinity passed through Mfir like a sun*- 
beam through a plate of glass, and to assert, that the seal of her vir- 
ginity rernmned unbroken even at the moment when she became the 
mother of Chrkt. But the rashness of these concesrions hae encouraged 
a milder sentiment of those of the Docetes, who taught, not that Christ 
was a phantom, but that he was clothed with an impas^le and incor- 
ruptible body. Such, indeed, in the more orthodox system, he has ac* 
quired since his resurrection, and such he must have always {jossessed, 
if it were capable of pervading, without resistance or injury, the den- 
sity of intermediate matter^ J^void of its most essChtim properties, It 
might be exempt from the attributes and infirmities of the ilesh. A 
fostus, that could increase from an invisible point to Its iUU matOlity ; 
a child, that could attain the stature of perfect hkhheed, wimOttt ae* 
riving any nourishment from the ordinary sources, might continue to 
exist without reparing a daily waste from a duly su^y of external 
matter. Jesus might sliare the repasts ef his oh^ples without being 
subject to the calls of thirst or hunger ; and hk virgin purity wds never 
sullied by the involuntary Httdus of sensual concupkcence. Of a body 
tlius singulariy constitued^ a question would arise, by what means, aim 
of what materials, it was orimally framed; and our sounder theology 
is started by an answer whicn was not pecuEar to the Oncsrics, that 
both the form and the substance proceeded from riie diVine essence. 
The idea of pure and absolute spirit k a r^emoot of modent phi)^ 
Bophy ; the incorporeal essance, asmbed by theanclents to human mbi, 
celestjal beings, ^ even the Deity himsen, ^oes i^ot exclude ^e potfen 
of extended space; and their imsginatioii was satisfied wmamibGe 


(1> AluHtt the iOO fi 
•edit, -rijiff il«vaioM;/AOV ' 

(Ph«»t tttiritottt tod 1 y - ^ 

but the Qjigliul mighl pcrbtps be found in iome iiionatieryof oreeee. 
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nature of air, or fire, or ether, inooinparably more perfeet than thu 
grossness of the mate^fd world* If we define the place, we must de* 
scribe the figure, of the Deity* Our experience, perhaps our vanity, 
represents the powerp of reasbn and virtue under a hitman form. The 
Anthropomorphithe% who swarmed among the monks of Egypt, and 
the Catholics of Africa, could produce the express declaration of Scrip- 
ture, that man was made after the imege of hm Creator.(l) The vene- 
rable Seraphm^ one of the saints of the Nitrian desert, relinmiished, 
with many a tear, his darling prejudice, and bewailed, like an infant, his 
unlucky convermon, uhmh had stolen away his God, and left his mind 
wj^out any visible object of faith or devotlon.(2) 
lll« Such were the fioeting bhadows^ of the Docetes. A more sub- 
stantial. though less simple hypothesis, was contrived by Oerinthus of 
Asi&(3j who dar^ to oppose the last of the apostles. Placed on tlie 
conraes^df the Jewish and Gentile world, ho laboured to reconcile the 
Gnostic Uie Ebionite, by confessing in the same Messiah the super- 
natural unmaof a nuui and a God : and this mystic doctrine was adoMed 
with many faneil^l improvements by Carpocrates, Basilides, and Valeii- 
tlne,(4) the heretics^ot the Egyptian school. In their eyes, Jesus of 
Nazareth was a mere mortal, the legitimate son of Joseph and Mary ; 
but he was the best and wiliest of the human race, selected as t!io 
worthy instrument to restoro upon earth the worship of the true and 
supreme Deity. When he was bapti'^ed iu the Jordan, the Chris r, the 
first of the 8)ons, the Son of God himself, descended on Jesus in the 
form of a dove, to inhabit his mind, and^dii'ect his actions during the 
allotted period of his ministry. When the Messiah was delivered into the 
hands ox the Jews, the Christ, an immortal and impassable being, for- 
sook his earthly tabamacle, flew back to the pleroma or world of spirits, 
aud left the smitary Jesus to suffer, to complain, and to expire. But 
the Justice and generosity of such a desertion are strongly questionable ; 
and the fate m an innocent martyr, at first impelled, and at length 
abandoned by his divine cmnpanion, might provoke the pity and indig- 
nation of the pro^ma Their murmurs were variously silenced by the 
sectaries who espoused and modified the double systoa of Cerinthuc. 
It was alleged, tnat when Jesus was nailed to the cross, he was endowed 
with a miraculous apathy hf mind and body, which rendered him in- 
sensible of his appar^t sufferings. It was alSrmed, that these momen- 
tary, though reiu pangs, would be abundantly repaid by the temporal 


n) Tht pllgrlni CUMhii, wbo visited Egypt in the beginning of the fifth century, observer 
and ImaenU tbe reign of gnibreptwiorphitm itmetrg the monks, who were not coi'seious that 
they emhrtced the system of Epicurus. Cicero, de Net. Ueorutti, 1. 18-*S4) Ah utiiverso 
propeitiodnni genere motachpi'niD, qni per lotam provInclMm Bgyptom morabantnr, pro sIm- 
pUeluuis errore susc^um esc, ut e conttirto memorstum poniifir'em (Tbeoptiilu veiut 
basrest giaylssima depravatum, pars maaima seniorum ab uni verso frateniitatls eorpore de- 
eemeret deslestandnm. (Casslau, Coimiou, lO. Z.) ks long as St* Atigustm remained a 
Mintebiean, be was tnhidaileed by the anthropomorphism of the vulgar catholics. 

(ty Itaeel in pnitione senna moDte condeifiis, eo qnod illam ay0panrafiapipo¥ imaginttn 
DmtaUi, qusm pcppnnera slbl in orstimie censueeerat abolert de suo corde setiUret, ut in 
aniarfeslmee Aetna, crebtrosque athfabns repente proiampens. In terram prostmtus, cuui 
qlolato vsUdUsInm pfoplanitret,^'* Ues me mlserum P* tulerunC a me Denm meum, ee queni 
gine tew en sn non l)meo, vel gpiitt sdorem, ant inurpeilem jam nascio. Cassian, Collat. 

8 /ri Kt. John and Cerbithat (A* O. Mk CkHc.^ Hist, bccles. p. 49fi ) dbcldcntally met in the 
ihbo haUi of fipbteas { hut the apostle fled from the bereUc, lest the htitlding should turn* 
eds tbebr hkais. . TbisIhotUh storyi. rejerolNM by Dr. Middleton, (Miscehaueons Works, 
vel, it.) Is ItMltd however by Irenssui, (S 3.) on the evidence of Potycarp, and was pro- 
biMf tnieM time and residence of Cerintbus. the ohsolefe, yet probably the true 
iMlng ol i MS te. S^p-oXXosa tov Igopiw— alludes to the double nature of that primitive 
heipUc. 

f4) Tbe Vdlenfldfaiii erahnaed s eopiplei, jsnd almost Incoherent system.^l. Both Christ 
and ^Jesttd were mens, thongli of dlfRAMWMl ihe one acting as the rational soul, tbe 
other ae the dtvlim Sfdrlt of the saviour, S At we time of tbe pasMon, they both retired, 
and left opiy a ceesitive teal and thn«Mn body. 8. &ycn that body was etberial, and perbaus 
appareiii.«*8ueb are the laborioiit coiiclosious of Musbetm. But I much doubt whether too 
I atm traiistator understood. I renaeus, aud wlictber irenseiis and the Vaifiitittlans understood 
llieinselte|. 
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reign of a thousand years, reserved for the Messiah in his kingdom of 
the New Jerusalem. It was Insinuated, that if he sud^rred, he desired 
to auffinr ; that huxnan nature is never ahsolutelf perfect ; and ^at the 
cress and passion might serve to expiate the venial trazu^^resifons of the 
son of Joseph, before hismyst^oas union ^th the son Ged.(l} 

IV. AU uiose who believe the immateriality of ^he soul, a i^ipeidotis 
and noble tenet> must confess, from their present experience', the In- 
comprehensiMe uztion of mind and matter. A similar union is not In- 
consistent with a much higher, or even with the highest, degree 
mental faculties ; and the incarnation ol an mon or arSangel, the most , 
perfect of created spirits, does not involve any positive contradiction 
or absurdity. In the age of reli^ous freedom, which was determined 
by the council of Nice, the dignity of Christ was measured by private 
jud^ent, according to the indefinite rule of 8<nriptttre, or reason, or 
traaition. But when his pure and prcmer divinity had been estshllmed 
on the ruins of Aruinism, the faith of the Catholics trembled db the 
edge of a precipi(;e, where it was impostible to recede, dtmgerofIS to 
stand, dreadful to fdl ; and the manifold inconveniences of their creed 
were aggravated by the sublime character of their theology. They he^ 
sitated to pronounce, that God himself, the second person of an equal 
and consubstantial trinity, was manifested in the flesh ;(9} that a hdng 
who pervades the universe, had been conhiied in the womb of Mary ; 
that his eternal duration had been marked by the davs, and mopfns, 
and years, of human existence; Mac the Almighty haa beCn scourged 
and crucified ; that his impassaHe e^ence hod «feit ]^n and anguish^ 
that his omniscience was not exempt from ignorance, wd that the source 
of life and immortality expii-ed on mount Calva!^* lliese alarming 
consequences were affirmed with unblusliing simplicity by Apollijaaris,(d) 
bishop of Laodicea, and one of the luminaries of the chumi. soil 
of a learned grammarian, he was skilled in all the scienoes Greece ; 
eloquence, erudition, and philosopliy, conspicuous in the volumes of 
Apollinaris, were humbly devoted to the service of religion. The wor- 
thy friend of Athanasius, the worthy antagonist of JtSian, he bravely 
wrestled with the Arians and Polytheists, find, though he affected the 
rigour of geometrical demonstration, his cqmbientaries revealed the 
literal and allegorical sense of the Scriptures. A mystery, which had 
long floated in the looseness of popular belief, was defined bv his i>er- 
verse diligence in a technical form ; and he first proclaimed tne memo- 
rable words, — One incarnate nature of Christ,” whidi are still re- 
echoed with hostile <damours in the churches of Asia, Egypt and 
^Ethiopia, lie taught that the Godhead was united or mingled with 
the body of a man ; and that the Logos, the eternal Wisdom, supplied 
in the flesh the place and office of a human souL Yet as, the prclound 
doctor had been terrified at his own rashness, Apollinaris was heard to 


(1) Tbe hettftics abused the pasftlonate exclatnaUon ** My Ood, niy Hod, viiy liaat tfaqn 
forfcakeit tueT' Rouiseau, who bat drawn an eloquent, but fndeceiu futrallol l«ettyeeii Cbrlit 
and Socrates, forgets that not a word of impatience of despaii* escaped from the tnSnth ol the 
dyins idiMosopber. In the Messiah, such sentiments could be only apparent j ahdlHeti ill* 
sounding words are pioperly explained as the application of a pealm and prophecy. 

(2) This strong expression might be lustJded by the Uuguags of bC. Paql (X TIpi. Ul< 161; 
bfit we are deceived by our modem Bibles. The Word 6 ('which) was altered to $«w (GOdJI 
at Constantinople In tbe begiuniiia of the sixth eenturrt tbetnie reading, which la vlelble fu 
tbe Latin and byriac versions, still exists in the reasoning of tbe Greek, as well as of the Latin 
fathers ; and this iVatid; with that of the three Witnesses of St. John, is admirably detected 
by Mr Isaac Newton (See his tWo tetters tmtislated by M. de Missy, hs tbe Jeumal Britan- 
nlque, tom. xv. p. 14S-190. 651—390, I have weighed tbe argnmeiits, «ti(| nmy yield to the 
eutliorityi of the fits! of philosophers, who was deeply aki|iM in ««b|ehl end theplogM 
studies. 

fS) For Apolliiiarit and bis sect, see Socratee, Hb. 11. e. 46. lib. lU. c. 16. Soconwh# Ub. V> 
c. lH.llb. vt. c 95— 97. Tlieodoret, lib v $. lo. 11. Tltlemont^ Meamftee Becfciiaeqgi|ci»-CeiU« 
vt1 p 609<«-638. TioL p. 7^—791. tn qnartu. ventse, 1799. Tbe coutempomry iwota uwtyi 
niencion tbe fiiehop of Laodicea as a friend and brother. The style of tbe more rectnt 
rlsns is harsh and lioslllf j yet rhtiostorgins ttinpares him (lib. vlll c. ll— 15) td loaU gad 


Gregory. 
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mutter seme fiiint accents of exeuae ami eimlanation. He acquiemed 
In the old diatinetioii of the Ore^ philoaopheie, hetween the ratiimal 
and tOnsitiveaoul of mail; that he mif^t reaerre the ik» iiitel- 
loctuai functional end emplor the anborainate human prineij^ in the 
meaner aetiona of ftnimal tnhT With the moderate Poekeai, he revered 
Maty as the i^iritual isther than aa ^e carnal, motiier of Christ, 
wboae body eithef oama fromlietven, impasaable and iimmTuptibie, or 
absorbed/ and, aa it were,^ tranafanned, into the esaenee of the 
Deity. The ayatem of ApoOiiiaris was strenuoualy encountered by the 
^ Arialiioeattd: Syrian divines, whose schools are honoured by the names 
of Basil, Oregon and Ch^soatom, and tainted by those of Diodorus, 
IRbeodOrie, amlweatoriua. But the pmoa of the aged bishop 4^ Laodkea, 
Ida character and d^itv,^ remained inriolate, and his rivals, since we 
may not suapeet them of ^e meaknesi of toleration, were astonished, 
penMS, by the neveliy of the argument, and diffident of the final sen- 
tenor of4l^ Catholie riiureh* Her judgment at len^h inclined in their 
favdtir ; heresy of Apollmaris was condemned, and the separate 
Coagr^tlons of hia diwaples were proscribed by the imperiaT laws. 
Eat hm principles were secretly entertained in the monasteries of 
Egypt, mid his enemiBe felt the hatred of Theophilus and CyrU, the 
sttceeasive patriari^s of Alexandria. . 

V. The groveHing Ebioaite, and the fantastic Docetes, were reject- 
ed, and fbrgotten ; the recent «Md against the errors of Apollinaris, ro« 
dnoed the Oathofies to a seeming i^eement with the double nature of 
Cerinthus. But, Inatehd of a temporary and occasional alliance, they 
estahliabed, and still embrace, thesnbkantial, indissoluble, and ever- 
laatii^ unkm of a perfect God with a perfect man, or the second per- 
son of the trinity with a reasonable soul and human fiesh. In the be- 
ginning of the fifth century, the unity of the two nalu$ei was the pre- 
vailing doctrine of the church. Oa all sides, it was confessed, that the 
mode of their co-existenoe could neither be represented by our ideas, 
nor expressed by our language. Yet a secret and incur^le discord 
was ch^sKed between those who were most apprehensive of confound- 
ing, and those who were most fearful of separating, the divinity and 
tlie humanity of ChriA.^ Impelled by rriigious frenzy, they fied with 
adverse haste from the-error which they mutuallv deemed most de- 
structive of truth Old paBation. On either band they were anxious to 
guard, they were jealonb^M^ defend, the union and the distinction of the 
two natures, and to invent such forms of ipeech, such symbols of doc- 
trine, as were leaat susc^ible of doubt er ambiguity. The poverty of 
ideas and iangueli tempted them to ransack art and nature for every 
poaeibla oompariAMi, and earii comparison misled their fancy in the ex- 
planation oi an iaoiMnparable mystery. In the polemic mkitieccpe, an 
atom is enlatged to a monster, and each party was skilful to exagge- 
rate the ehsurd mr impious condusions that might be extorted firom the 
principles of their adversaries.^^ To escape from each other, they wan- 
dered threuik Jnaiiy a dark aim dprious thicket, till they were asto- 
nished by Ske hoim phantoms ii Cerinthus and Apo&inaris, who 
guarded the opposite tsauesof ^e thedogical labyrinth. As soon as they 
bdieUl the tw$%ht ctf smise and heresy, thev staHed, meaauied baeit: 
their*bteps, and were again Involved in die gtoom Impenetrable or- 
th^Mey* To purge ihemsdves Ibom the guilt or reprpadi of damnable 
erroks Ih^ disavowed their consequences, expldned their prindples, 
exeused thdr MiseveSiens, and nnanimoudy j^nouneed the sounds of 
concord aiudiaith. Yet a latent and almost invisible sparic stUl lurked 
amozu^he embers of eonireveray ; by the breath of ps^dice and pas- 
rionip^qidcldy kindled bbamig^ty dame, and the verbri;dlipiiters(l) 
of the Oriental seris have shaken the pillars of the church and state. 

(t> I tsmtl of two oHeutU pnUwt, Ortvngr Abalpliaiislng^ Ctw rtc oblto 

pi Imate of the tMt, Md XlhM, the Nestortan metropoUtin of Damascus (see Asaeman. BtbUotbec. 
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The name of Cyril of AlexendriR is fwnous in eontrovoniM} et^y, 
and the title of saint is n mask that his opinioiis and his jpaitf have 
finally prevailed. In the house of his unde, the arohhishon Thef^il^, 
he imbibed the ortlmdoR iessons M seal i^d dominion, eaa five years of 
his^uth were profitably iment in the ddjaoesit menao^erihsilf NHidii. 
Under the tuition of the abbot fierapion, heispplied himself |o eedeeiiB* 
tical studies, with such indefiiti^bie ardour, that, in the oourM of Use 
diseplees night, he hasjierused the finir goroels, the Catlu^ ej^ktlw, 
and the epistle to the Xomans. Ongen heoetested; but thewdthMS 
of Clemens and Dionysius, of Athanadns and Basil, wore couUmmr 
in his hands; by the theory and pnu^i& of dlumute, his faith wea can* 
firmed, and his wit waa sharpsiied : he extended round his eeQ the 
cobwebs of scholastic thedoqy^ and meditated the woiks of allegory 
and metaphysicB, whose remain^ jot sevfin verbose Mos, now peaceably 
slumber by the side of thar riva]s.(l) Cyril prayeu and fisted in the 
desert, but bis thoughts (it is the reproadi of a friend) wetn still 
fixed on the worlds* and the call of The<^hilus, who sumc^ed kbit to 
the tumult of cities and synods, was too readily obeyed by the aspiring 
hermit. With the approbation of hts uncle, he assumed, tne o$ce, Mid 
acquired the fame, of a popular preacher. Hla comely person adorped 
tfib pulpit, the harmony of his voioe resounded in ike cathedral, his 
friends w&re stationed to lead or second theapplauae'W ^e wngregtt^ 
tion>(S) and the hasty notes of the scribes preserV^ Jiis 'discouiees, 
whi^, in their efibct, diough not in their compositive^ might he eqjp- 
pared with those of the Athenian orators* The death oT T^phims 
expanded and realized the hopes of his nephew. -The clqigy of Alexah- 
dna were divided ; the sddiers, and their ^en^al suppdPtM the plaims 
of the archdeacon ; but a resistless multitude, wiA voices and with 
hands, ascerted the cause of their favourite ; and; after a period of 
thirty^nine years, Cyril was seated on the throne of Athanasiu8.(4) 

The prize was not unworthy of his ambicictt. . At e distance from the 
court, and at the head of an uniaense capital, the patriardb, as he was 
now styled, of Alexandria, had gradui^y usurped Ibe^ate and autho- 
rity of a civil magistrate. The public and^rjyat^ charities of tiie 
city were managed by his discretion ; his voile nifiamed or appeased 
the passions of the multitude : his command^ vrere blindly obeyed by 
his numerous and fanatic oeraMeniXS) famM^dked in their daily ofiice 
with scenes of death ; ana the prefects of Bgyft Were awed or proVdlced 
by the temporal power of these Christian pontifis* Ardent in the pro- 
secution Of heref^, Cyril auspidouBly opened his re^ by oppressing 
the Novations, the most innocent and harmless of ^e sectaries. The^ 


Oriental, tom. Ik p fSl , iota. tli. p« 514^ &eOi tlwt the ilelelliWi« jMecMua/^ Xeitsrisae* Ac. 
agree in the doctniie« and differ oaty in Uie evfreMion. oni.moet kearaed aad naknuit dl* 
vines- B<i«itage, Le Clert, Beausobre, L4 Ciore, Mosbeltn, Jableaski<^are Inclined to ti\«ur 
this clmritable jsdcmeiit , but the seal of Petavlus Is loud anff^sgry, nifd the moderation «f 
Dnpifi is eotivejred in a wkiisper. 

(1) La Groze (Hist, dii ClirksUsuisnie des lndes» tom. i. p. 94.) anaws blrcon^ipt for tlie 
genius and writings of Cyril. De totrs lesoiivrages des ancleni, II y eo a pen gn'oit Use avbc 
moms d'ntllite : and Ditplii (Bibliotheqne bcclesiasthpie, tom. iv. p. iu words ef 

respect, teaches ns to despite them. ^ . 

(9) Of Isidore of Pelttsiiim (lib i eplst. 25 p 8.) Ai theJeUerlsnot of thempst eredluble 
sort, Tlllemoiit, less sincere than the BoHandlsts, aflbets a doubt wbetber tbi4 Cyril Is the 
nephew of Ihe^ilos (Mem. Eectea. torn P< 9^ )* 

3) A snnnmanati is named by bocrates iib* IM 19), 4^ 

KvpiXXov aaPcentfC.icot irept •roio»oTOve«»'ra«c StAaewaXiattcL , .r- . 

(4) ^ the youth and prommioif of Cyril, In Socrattfi (bb. vli. e 70, and Renaiidot (Hlat. 

ratflamh. Alesandrin. p 106-^108.). TN Abbe Renaudot dfeew his materlw firom the Arahis 

liiHdry of Severus, bishop of Heraiopofis Magna, or Ashmnaelit, In the tenth eeniury, who 

can never be trusted, nntess our assent Is extorted by the internal evwenee of facta. 

(5) Ibe pavabolaal of Alexandria were a charitable ' ' 

phtgM of Oalttenw. (o vWt tby si^ ti^to bury tbt dae^J^ 

and sold, the prtvlie«^ of their wder. Their ontmeons cohd^ i 

voked the emperor to deprive the pacriaroh of rheir nOkUlBe^, 

bei to Sve or sia hundred .Bni these rewralms weie translriit and Ineffe^ iMg tttethe- 
odoslAn Code, fib xvi. ill #<md TUietnom, Mem, hccles idm xiv. p. flU-vTs. 


19), iiewpot 9< aKficarift rav awcosoirov 
t duror gv ff^ovtaterorer. 
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of their reli|^0U8 w^hlp appenred in Kis eyee a juit md 
oct ; and l^e confiscated their holy vessels without appre* 
hsixkdiai^the gailt of aaerlt^gck The tolcyi^ation and even th«^ privi- 
UgesT^ dews# who had MidtipUed to the aamber of thou- 
aond# were wcured^y ^lawlof the Csssars and Ptolemiee^ and adopg 
pe^ription of aeveti hundred years since the foundation of Alexandria. 
Wthdut any without anjf royal mandate^ the ] ' 

i d««y» “ ‘ 


dt the 


_ day# IhAa'^s^tions ffiiiltitttde in the attad^ of the 
unaxnuad ^ unprepared# the Jews were incapahte of 
rtamnSl^ ; thohr hduaea of pigtyer were levelled with the ground, and 
tile epSaeoOsI rwarding his troops with the pltmdey of 

theiCiKooM meflyiAatim city the remnant of tiie unbefieving na- 
lE^e^m hetni^ ^ea^the inso|toce of tibeir prosperity# and 
thel^ deadly liati!ed|^ the Christians, whose blood they had recently 
idbM ii|^a la^pdaulilr accidental tumult^ Such crimes would have de« 


mt^ih^nimadversioii of the magistrate; but in this promiscuous 
oatrdle thIRiiinocent were confounded with the guilty, and Alexandria 
was impoverished by the loss of a weal^y and industrioua colony. The 
jse«dof Cyril exposed hhn totha penalties of the Julian law; hut In a 
feeble govsnunent^ a superstitious age, he was secure of impunify, 
and even of nrake* complained ; but his just complaints wto 

too quickly torgofilen by mlpisters of Theodosius, and too deeply 
remembers h^Liy^riest who utfhated to pardon^ and continued to hate, 
iprefectspf As hB passed Uirough the streets, his chariot was 

fttilte4*bv abawof five hundred of the Nitrian monks ; his guards 
J from the wild he/mts of the desert ; bis protestations, that he Was a 
Christian and t Catholic, were answered hy » volley of stones, and the 
face of Orestes was covered with blood. The loyal citizens of Alexan- 
dra hastbned to hib, rescue ; he instantly satisfied his justice and re- 
venge agmnst the monk, by whose hand he had been wounded, and Am- 
mows expired under tj^(hf|od of the lictor. At the command of Oynl, 
his o6dy wap raised from ^e ground, ^ transported, in solemn proces- 
sion# to the catfiedral ; the ndMs of Ainmonius was changed to tliat of 
Thauma^uSthe ufondgrJl^ ;^hi8 tomb was decorated with the trophies of 
luaftyrdom, and thW patriarch ascended the pulpit, to celebrate the 
magnanimity of an assas^U and a rebel. Such nonours might incite the 
faipfhl to* combat oin^4j| under the banners of the smnt ; and he soon 
promptfid, or aqcepted^^^Rd sacrifice of a virgin, who professed the re- 
ligion ifl thd OreeVs, and cultivated the friend^p of Orestes. Hy- 
pati^ the daughter of Theon the mathematioiaiMl^ was initiated in 
per father's eddies ; her learned comments have Sucidated the geome- 
try of Aptdldni^ and Diophantus, and she publicly taught, both at 
Athens and Al^^ndriq, the phihitsophy of Plato and Aristotle. In the 
bloom of and in the maturity of wisdom, the modest guild re- 

fused her loveraand Instructed her disciples ; the persons nlost ilftonous 
for their rapk^ merit wore inuiatient to visit fhe female phtlooopher ; 
and Cyt^hM^|eliL%ith jealoureye, the gorgeous train of horses and 
slaves whc!>crCfwded the dw of her academy. A rumour was spread 
among the Christians# that the doubter of 1 beon was the only obstacle 
iO,^e requadlietion of thaj^edl and the archbishop i ena that oh- 
sfbMue was speedily removeoT’^' ^ey# in th# Judy season of 

iMOt, Hypatia ws# iojea from hee^^ariot# stripped nailed, dcigged to 
and inhhnmnly^butchored by the hands «C Peter 
asttji a of tava^^ed^marriless^ hertesh was si^ilwdN^ 


KiurJnqMSee IJW i« iMUSSttiW 
frleiid tad dUdsW Uie vbUoiopble bithoS Systilus 
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‘ OF THB ROMAN 

har bones vith «bsr» ^ ^ 

tun MdiUoaiaIn ^ ^ mttSUiTOriail 
dinHiftA 

hmd iff a 4i^ ^ 

tunr vHu il 4ffl ilw ff mlaaa , 

^Med t» tht ^ the €i 

Byatidiitizie was 

envied thw iftxrtuitate in tlMj^^aiinidibe jjfl^he'impe 

and he dreaded l^eir which oppVesKed^e i 

tana of Bnrope and An, intwied the provtaoea m Aiitioq|jn< 
dria, and meeauved thehP dtons hf the Hhtdtii of thd il!0KglK* 
moderal^ of AttScn^ the ii^' dautper of "ihe t&folia of'tJh .. 

snapended tiie anlmoOitl^ of ihe eestem jbtiviisM hdt 
len^ awakened hy Ihe eiMdliatioii of a Hv3 nftiie #orth)r of n hMOmc 
and hatred. After the short and trOohM ofHKldniiide hhOiop* of 





Germanicia, and a monk of Antjoeh, ihA lecc^mOind hy\ 
of his hfe, and the eloqnOnoe of hit aermona; but thej|pthdlil%i _ 
he preached before the devout Theodoaiut, h6tva^edu^'tMideh]r#nd 
impatience of his zeal, ** Give me, O Omtl (hO; i^pchdanedy give n 
" the earth purged of heretka, nm 1 will gflf^TOU |nf " - > 

" kingdom of heaven. Bxtmdnate^tii Wa ‘ ^ 
you, 1 win e^tterminate the PerdanSs** the ^ 
treaty had been already afgne^ the M d ritmi of G 
verea, surprised, and attacked a'aeciwoDiivniicle i , 
preferred death to submiaalon; the flames, Ihatjrer ^ 
despair, soon spread to the naghbouiing housd^ auA the 
Nestorius was ^uded by the name of inemdUiry* JM 

£ ^.jSL.k...ua^jk sJ 22 >T 


the HeUespont, hls episcbp^ vigour im^bi^^ fi^d 
and discipline ; a chronological error cancmipg 
punished i 


^ _ 

^ as an offence agdnst the chur^andni^ and 

Caria, Sardes and iiptetus, were purified with the blood of the ob«0<iate 
Quaiiodecimans ; md the edict of the einpeVor> 
arch, enumerates three-aad-*twentv degreet a^ detnmtytfaHLfe |he 

guilt and punishment of heresy.OS) But tKe'ewj^ ^ 

whidh Nestorius so furiously wielded, was 6wn 

<1) ttFfiXoF, Mtu ntXtffioP Sflno^tfkirref, A«. <Kiter-*b«W» Wfrre fl^Uddlr 

»tirei»«d 9U the •aa.SejicIi before tbe CaBsarenin. I nay tbsrdbte prrforibb Hteisi m»t, 
wUboul r^betlitf Uis metapb(»rtoRl veriion of ieKHto« uki, whtch ti vioa b|r ai> d« Vsltfli. 
I ain ifiioiiiit. MMt the auetbina were probably r^Hrfiiesa» whetber tSetr vietim vaa yet sHve. 

fS) IbWexptoiu of St C>iit«ie tecorded b^bocmtea: (tib vii c. SiMitbe aioak 

rriuctaiit b^try la ootmiled to copy mi btatorbui wbd/Mly •«y(dt tbe miiMSHfra of Hypi^ 
Aebpar ^ At tbe iiieittlOD Of ItMt (luored inme, 1 am pMMd to oMrvo 

« MMaS even oh the cbevfc of Sgroiilin. (A. 41S, »o 

MS deaf «dtfc»lMor Attiotta of Coii«t»ni{i^le> asS «»r Mldeiv Vetmlnm, 
aplyjlf wo may Mieva MbMpboma, US. tiv. c IS./ td ihe^ Ptt«Q»«l hiierceaaiM 
of V«t tfl M« laat Mara he^ ttittCiered. mat iobii Cbryt^oothaS been l<n^ 

coiMliihuted. fUMemottt Ifom. ficelea. tern. itv. p. fW-«^8S£. S?t«filiia, 
its. am ^ <^01 > 

^f4> See ttwlr ebaracten to tbe Hlatory of Soentei. (lib. etl. «. SS<^?8.> tbetr paw asi 
jhi^a«SMts 3 KlMle 4 tiiel!M|uenti»Mt»a,tt^^^^ -i. ^ ^ 




(Crittoa, low, U. p. 20S.> 
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bfiNMit. Raligion was the pteten<!e ; tmt, ia^he iit^^eni of « eontem« 
fcmsty saints ambition mtm ilie gexmiiie motive or emteopal wat<fafo.(l > 
In the" Syrian eohool, Neltonua had been tautfht to obher the con* 
fliisioB of the two wid ‘^nicdy to dlseriminate the hamaidiy of 

his mwtier Christ fn)m the divinity of the Lord Je8us.(2} The filewed 
Virdn he revered m tf»e mother of Chriet> but his ears were odFmided 
with the raih and reoeht titles of mother Ood^S) which Imd bemi in* 
sendf^lf adopted siacie the oi^n of the Arlan eoiitf<ovenf 3 r* Frbm the 
phlpit of Ooiietanti!nople> e mend of the patriandi^ and afterwards the 
patriartdi Idmsdf^ re^atedly preached against tho nse or the ahnse, of 
a wor4(4) ntiknown to the ap^es^ unauthorised hv the churchy and 
which could oiuy^tend to fwm the timorims^ to mislead the 8ini|^e^ to 
amuse the proratte^ and to justify, by idleeming resemblaiice, the old 
geneblogy of CHympus.(d) In his calmer moments Nestorius eonfes- 
sedy it might be tolerated or excused by the union of the two 
natuljft mad&e communication of their »diouir;{6) but he was exaspe* 
rated, cm^diction, to disclaim the irorship of a,aew-bom, on m- 
fsnt Deityv to draw his inadequate similes ftotn tiie conjugal or civil 
partnerships of lifs, and to deserthe the manhood of Christ, aa the robe, 
the instrument, thotebernacle of his Chuihead. At these blasphemous 
sounds, ihe pillars of the sanctuary were shaken. The ujusuecesaful 
competitors of Ne^Wius induked their pious or personal resentment, 
the Byaaft|uie was seemly displeased wiw the intrusion of a 

stranger : superstitious or absurd, mig^t claim the pro.* 

tection of Ahe morafs; and "t^e peopk were iisiterested in the glory of 
their virgin patroness*(7; The sermons ^^e archbishop, and the 
service of the altar, were disturbed by saditious clamour ; his authority 
and doctrine were renounced by separate congregations ; every wind 
scattered round the enmire the leaves of controversy ; and the voioe of 
the combatants on a sononms theatre re-echoed in the cwUs of Pales- 
tfn» CyrU to enlkhten the zeal and 

ignoirahee of ms innumerable zn^ks ; in the school of Alexandria, he 
had imbibe an^, professed thel^rnailon of one nature : and the suc- 
cessor of Atfianaskus consulted his pride and ambition, when he rose in 
arms against another Atius, more fonmdable and more ^ilty, on the 
second throne of hierarchy. After a short correspondence, in which 
the riikl prelates ^ii^ise^jmir hatred in the hollow langusge of re- 


(1) nisol^ of Pdttiiura. (lUi^ iv.^epiii. 57,) HU irorUi urtMis and •caadal<Hit-..ri 


0iKvfMj^t9 a* 


-p«y>i<i Koi kaya$f Hpttrrov SOldsww«i>y tmo 

lafdora ia a aaiiif, but be uevar Wiuia a 1 ‘ 


imc a bnbop ; and I half 

, _ . _ ^ i«e Qi riam. 

CChrtatianiiaie dca tndea, tore, i p* 44—69) Tbaeaurua Eptstollct» la 
CroCUiMUr»'*toni. \\h p* S76— S80.) bai datacted tbe use of 6 itwotrp, and, 6 
wbkb, In the foiirtSMAafr, aad alath cbututlea, dltcrioltnaia the tefaooi of Utodorut of 
Tu^aad hls^^eitomdUci^^ 

^ (S) eiaVbkM— oelitea : «%hi aootogy we fanuliarly apeak of oviparouaand vtiripsrom ani- 
inali. It la not caay to 11 % ine tuveiitlon of this void, which ta Cioae (Chriatlanlbiiie des 
Iffdea, loitb I. p. ISO aacribet to EuaetHua of cwaarea and the Sriaue. ^The orthodox leatt- 
iQOiilffl are pioduced by Cynl and Petavtua ; (l)t«nuit. Tbeoiog. toot. Jib. y. c, 16 p, S64, 
4c«> bet tbft YWacliY ^ Ihe aaiot la qneatlonable, and the epithet of Saorwcov ao daatljr aiidea 
Iroaft the margin to the text of a Cathelk JdS. ^ ^ ^ 

<4) Bamate, Is bia Hlamlre dc TEijUiae. a wotk of eoutroYmy* (tom. t. p. 6SS.) Juatiflea 
the melKhy the blood of uod* (A^ an. M. wicti HiU'a varioua raadinga.) But the Greek 
MSS. are Air Item ouaiiimettB \ and Wi pnmitte atyle of the Mood ef Chritt Ja preierted 
is tte Syriac veralon, even Ip thoaeeopica whfemrwYre naed by the Chriatiaiia of 6t. tlMinia 
os tim emwt of btalamt. (U Cief«« OSttuHuHaaM dea ledei( swi. AW.) The Jealoaay 
ef the MeatorisM and lloimphyaltri haa guarded the pmHy Of the|r fct t. 

(5l The P»faw of Sftet akeady Jasghed at tbe aew cyhete ef the ChrMlasa; (liiear. hb. 
iJuMt* eiw>a hMMr waa Aesed is the name of Hypatia, to rldteuletbe theology of her as- 
aaiils. (Bfebdlcoa^ e. SIS. in 4 tom. Cuncll. p 484.) is the artieie of Huttfihus, Bayit baa 
atiMTiiMl iiUtf leaea ^rloaapby os the worabip of the vpgiii Mery. 
fipHauwriloeiv of the Oreeha, a matual loan or inmaiar of the HHASBa or properUec ef 
totes Ptber^of IsSMityjto mas, pantbllHy to Ged, Ae* Ywelvo rolea os tbia 
SIM of abhlteto eompoae the ThoattaeLcaV Qiammaf of petavtoak (Oegaaasi Tbceie^ Msi. 

t. Ub. «* «i 15. p. 

CO See DttCiBfc, C. ClutottAtta, Ub^ k p* Aa, 
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gpeet tmd ehurity, tbe patwbath of Almndf io deoouiMd tt$ tho priatB 
And pe(^> to east and lo tlio the ^amiioU^ mm 
centtne pwli& From the must, more e^^ecuUy lyom Antimobs he 
tained the ambigaotte eomieeb of toleimon and aiiaaqe^^ vhieh WM 
addressed to bo£ parties they favoaied the eauseof hTestoriiiM. 
But the Vatican received with open maa the messangeteedJEgy]^ The 
vanity^ Calestiiie was datteiM by the appeal; and the pahasliw- 
«KHi of a monk dedded the Ihtth of the popOr who, with Eielialitn dbiM^ 
was ignorant of the language/ the meU, am the Uie^n^ of thte Gted^ 
At the head of an Italian synod/ Ceiestine w^hed the merits of U» 
caoso/ ajmreved the creed of Cyril/ condemned the sentiments and per- 
son of NlWoiia% degraded the heretic f^>& his episeopai digmt]% 
allowed a respite of ten dMj^r recaat^n aim penance/ anddel^patea 
to his enemy the eaecutkm W this ram and illegal sentence. But the 
patriarch of Alexandria/ whiles the darted the thtmders of a gpd/ exposed 
the errors and passions of a^nortal ; and his twelye(l) i|na^a|pMs still 
torture the orthodox slaveg/ who adore the memoi^ of Swsd/ 'dithoot 
forfeiting their allegiance to the synod of Chalcedon. These boid as- 
sertions are indeMbJ^ ringed with the colours of the ApoUinayiaii heresy ; 
but the seriouB/ and perhaps the sincere/ proh^ssions of >fesloriitS/ have 
satished the wiser and less partial theol^aiup of tlio present tiiiies^(9) 
Yet neither the emperor nor the primate of the^ast were dispoam to 
obey the mandate of an Italian priest ; and a sym^qf the patl^C/ or. 
rather of the Greek church/ was unanunously the sole 

remedy that could appease or decide |his eccpibiticar 
Ephesus^ on aU rides ,«ppessible hy sea and land/ was chesen for tbe 
place, the festival of Fmtecost tor the day, of the meeting; a writ of 
summons was dispatched to each meirq^tan, and a gvaixA was sta- 
tioned to protect and confine the fathers rill thov should eettlo the 
mysteries of Heaven, and the faith of th%eafth. Kestorius appeal 
not as a criminal, but as a judge ; he (itfcndiiil rather on th^yeight 
than the number of his preiate|^ and liis stimjr shiveai from the,||i|hs of 
Zeuxippus were armed tor of injury or defence. Jfot his 

adversi^ Cyril was more powerful m the we^on|;;both of Aesh 
and of the spirit. Disobedient to the latter, car st least to ripi meanii^, 
of the royal summons, he was attended by fifty Egyptian bisbopS/ who 
expected from thrir patriarch's nod theis ni|^aripa%f the Hoiy Ghost, 
He had contracted an intimate alliance wirimemnon bishop of Rhesus. 
The despotic pnmsto of Asia disposed of the ready aucoours Or thirty 
or forty espisoopal l^^tes : a crowd of peasants, theriwves of the church, 
was poured into the rilty, to support with blows snd elasmurs ^ a meta- 
physical argument ; and the people zealously asserted the honour of the 
Virgin, whose body reposed within the walls of Ep]^ttiia.(4) Tbs^fieet, 

(1) foiiGH tom. Hi p. 943. They have never toon tftreSSy spprnv«4 by ib» ebsreS* 

(JiUemont, Mem Lcctei toot. xiv. p. 368 -37S.) I elniost i^tto asony of nife miC a«- 
phitrry wltS «4hlch Pmvtus seemK to be agltntod In the sixth hook of hit Dogwath lhe> 
logiea. > 

(2) Such as the ntlonal Basnngo^ (sd tom. i. Variar. Lection. Canfsii iff c. ti p. tt 

^S3 ) mid Lit Cfoee, the tiniverwi scbolar. (Christ htniime dee lMd«i> cdbqu i* p; IS— SS De 
I'Ethiope, p. S6, 27* I heeanr. Epist p 17S. Ac 283, 985 ) Hie Oet seuieiice it eonSroied 
by that of Me friende JahlourtI ( 1 heeanr. Split toW. JL p. 193<^901.) arS Moebaba» (toein, p. 
SS4 Vieitorium orlnune earrieee eat et mu lenteiwt'i and three more reepeeishie indeci 
win iH«t eadiy to totiiid. Aaeemaiii a leaamA and nindeet ilave. ean iiafdiy rieeem (IlihUe 
ihac. Orient, tom. i¥. p, lsa-.sSi.) the gnlto and et^wr of the Neetorume, 

(S> rhs orjgis Mid progrtM of the NeatoritA contivvorey till the eyned of Eptoast. vmy ha 
finisd is biM3r8h»» (Ho oH e. m> Evagrine,, (IflHi. o* I* S ) Litomuie. (Beey. 1-4.) the 
oriflhal Ante, (Concii. tom lit. p. 351-^1. edit Venitoi ITfSd the Anaaia of SaronlnaMri 
1^, sad the thitliliilcoUecMoiM of TiiiefiiOiit< Seciae. tooi. alv. si. m3-sn»> ^ 

( 4 ) I he cbrletiaoe of the four tint ceuioriee were ignorutit, of the death and hnrlal^ riSW* 
tsletradltilea of SpInsam laaAnned hy the anM iiftAt 6 S««h#r«e bsotoWt Jf fm f Ai 
y«wa Mopia CetieU. tone. Id. p 110|.> yat It hae toto ii«aria«ri hMhS imiiii 
ia Aanustowi' h»d her ewji^ Mpulcbie, at It wae aheen to Itojp0s«|ii>i^ iwto aad ibambha 
•f tor Haaeie^au end aeeiimpUon. In which the Oieeh andtoMe ctoyetoaM^ri l M Ito ato 
smancriU Stotoronme (AMiat gcclto- A» n. 4S. no, S, aad idtcisoat, (Mtos, Mae. 

I. ».4Sr-4'ir7.) 
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vbich had transported Cyril £h>m Alexandria^ was kden with the riches 
'Of Emt : and he disembarked a numerous body of mariners^ slaves^ 
and ^^tic8> enlisted irith«bHnd obedience under the banners of 3t. 

and ^e mother of God. The fathers, and even the guards, of 
the council, were awed by this martial array; the adversari^ of Cyril 
and Maiy were insulted in the streets, or threatened in their houses ; 
his ^oqumiee and liberality made a daily inorease in the number of his 
adherents; and theEj^ptian soon comrated, that he might command 
the attendance ai^ &a voices of two hundred biihons.(l} But the 
«author of the twelve anathemas foresaw and dreaded the oppodtion of 
John of An^och, who oith a small, thouab respectable, train of metro- 
politans and divines, wy advancing by slow journeys from the distant 
capital of the east. Impatient of a dehijy, which he stigmatised as 
voluntary and culpabk,(l^) Cyril announce the opting of the synod 
sixteen days after the festival of Pentecost. Nestorius, who depended 
on the near approach of his eastern frien^, persisted, like his prede- 
cessor Chrysmiom, to disclaim the jurisdiction, and to disobey the sum- 
mons, of hie enemies : they hastened his trial, and his accuser presided 
in the seat of jud^ent. Sixty-eight bishops, twenty-two of metro- 
politan rank, defended his cause by a modest and temperate protest ; 
they were excluded from, the counsels of their brethren. Candidian, in 
Hie emperor’s naine,^ requested a delay of four days ; the profane ma- 
gistrate was driven^iin outrage and insult from the assembly of the 
saiiits. this momentous transaction was crowded into the 

oompasaof asummibr*4day ;ihe bishops rlelivered their separate opinions ; 
but the uniformity of style reveals the iiifuei^ or the hand of a master, 
who has been accused of corrupting the pu^c evidence of their acts 
ami subsciiptions.^3} Without a dissenting Voice they reco/^ised, in the 
amstles of Cyril, the Nicene creed and the doctrine of the fathers : but 
tpe partial extracts from -the letters and homilies of Nestorius were 
iiderrupW by curees andMnathemas ; and the heretic was degraded 
from 1% episcopal and ecclmiastical digpity. The sentence, maliciously 
inscribed to the new Judas, was^af^x^and proclaimed in the streets oV 
Ephesus : the weary prelates, as they issued from the church of the 
mother of God, were saluted as her champions ; and her victory was 
celebrated hy the illuminatltms, the songs, and the tumult of the lught 
On the day, the was clouded by the arrival aud indig- 

niMiion of the eastern oiAtc^ In a chamber of the inn, before he hud 
wiped the dust from his &oes, John of Antioch gave audience to Can- 
didiaa the imperial minister ; who related his inSl^ual efforts to pre- 
vent or annul the hasty -violence of the Egyptian. With equal haste 
and violence, the priental synod of fifty bishops degraded Cyril sad 
Memnon from their, episcopal honours, condemned, in the twelve ana- 
themas, the purest venom of the .Apollinarian heresy, and described the 
Alexandrian primate aa a monster, born and educated for tho destruc- 
tion of the church.(4) i/u throne was distant and inaocessible ; but 

« 


Mti)4, obttiMte MrvUiide of di« tastoa «f hgypt to tbeir patriarcli. 

(9> €tvU or «cclcslH»U€«t totatuert jkinliieS ibe bitbops at Antlocb, UU tbe •igbteenifa of 
fijf»hniw ws* tbt tUfiaiicc olmtuiy <btyi* joitritey ; and tan Osya aioK may M lairty 
slioWM* hf accMeuU M)4 rofto*** 'Tba luarcli^ Xeiiopbon over tli« lune grouad euome- 
rone about two buutfred >.fUl ftaiy paniaiiiit* or l<iWHe»} aod tbit meaftiia mlcbt be llluatrsted 
from aneteol biui modem Hiuerarlet, If I kuew bow to eomratd tb* apeed of any araiyi,a 
nypod and a caravan. Jotm of Asttocb ia retuctantiy acquitted by littcmout mmielt. (Mem. 
yepi. siv. p* S86— 

(S) biovtoev dv km 

KupiXXov rexvotbvrov, li,vaKrUii« lib. 1. c» 7« Tbe tamo imputation waa 
Imneua ; (tom. iii. p, ir4S.>aod tbe ortbodoa critlca 40 pot Ond Had etay 
tai^toddfend tlw parity of tbe oreeb or Latfai Coplei of tbo Aeca. 

fl)r O' dt T«w tutHXffAm Kai vaapeiv, AttVt the CoRllden of Joba add 

Cyril, tbeae i&veeilvcf were mutualfy foijbneoi tiie H}ie of decbuRatloa neiat never becon* 
lOiituted web tlw genuine aenie wblcb foapeciabte eneudea antertain of each otbef’daima. 
fCoucll. tom. lU. p m* ) ^ 


OF THE ROMAN EAfFtRE. SH 

Xney imtaiiny resolved to \mt&w on the flindc of Kphosus th# idewdiM 
of a faithful wepherd* By the viji^ilance of Mennion, 'Hie ehorches were 
shut against theaa^ and a strong garrison was thrown into Hie cathedrH. 
The troops, under the eommand of Candidian, advan(^ to <he assault ; 
the out^a^s were routel and nut to the sword, but the pl^ was im- 
pregnaMo i the besiegers retired ; their retreat wna pursu^ hf a vigo^ 
rous sally ; they lost their horses^ md many of the soldiers dan«« 
gerously wpunded with dubs and stones* Ephesus, the eity ipf the 
Virgin, wad deiOed with rage and okmonr, with sedition and blood ; tha^ 
rivd synods darted anathemas and exoommunlcations from their spirl** 
tual engines ; and the court of Theodosius wasnerplexed by the adverse 
and contradictor narrative^ the Syrian andl^yptian. factions* Ihi* 
ring a busy period of three months^ the emperor tried every method^ 
except the most effectual means of indifference and contepipt, t^recon^ 
cilo this theological quarrel* He attempted to remove or hil^date 
the leaders by a common sentence o£ acquittsl or condemjlition'j(^e in« 
vested his representatives at Ephesus with ample power and mlhtary 
force ; he summoned from either party eight chosen deputies to a free 
and candid conference in the neighbourhood of the capital, ffir from tha 
contagion of popular frenzy* But the orientals refus^ to yield, and 
the Catholics, proud of their numbers and of their Latin allies, rejected 
all terms of union or toleration* The patience of^H^e meek Theodosius 
was provoked, and he dissolved in anger this wbNi 

at the distance of thirteen centuries assumi^the tllH^nible aspectfOf the 
third oecumenical councU.(l) God is mj^ witness,** said the pious 
prince, that I am not ithe autiior of this cUnfusion. His provioenco 
will discern and punish the guilty. Return to your province^ and 
may your private virtues repair the mischief and scandal of your 
meeting.** They returned to their provinces ; but the same pMsimia 
wluch had detracted the synod of Ephesus diffused o^er thi^ast'ern 
world. After three obstinate and equal campaigns, John of Antioch 
and Cyril of Alexandria condescended, to expls^ and embracei^ but 
their seeming reunion must be Imputed tather to prudence than to reii^ 
sop, to the mutual lassitude rather than to the Christian charity of the 
patriarchs. 

The Byzantine pontiff had instilled into'*|^ rqyol ear a baleful pre-* 
judlco Against the character and conduct ^ hfis Egyptian rival. An 
epistle of menace and invective, (2) which adcdmpanied the summons, 
accused him as a busy^ insolent, and envious priest, whq perplexed the 
simplicity ei the faith, violated the peace of the church and state, and 
by bis artful and separate addresses to the w'ife and sji^r of TheodUsius, 
presumed to suppose, or to scatter, the seeds of disciti^ in the impetial 
family. At the stem command of his sovereign, Cylri^had repaired to 
Ephesus, where he was resisted, threatened, ari#oonfined, by the ma« 
gibtrates in the interest of Nestorius and the orientals ; who assembled 
the troops of Lydia and Ionia to suppress the fanatic and disorderly 
train of the patriarch. Without expecting the royal licence, he escaped 
from his guards, precipitately embarked, deserted the imperfect 83mod, 
and retired to his episcopal fortress of salbty and independenee* But 
his artful emissaries, boUi in the court city, successfully laboured 
to appease the resentment, and to conciliate the favour, of the emperor. 


0) the Acts of the Synod of BpheSus, fn tlie oilriBnt Greek, and a Latin verKlon aiuioat 
coiitemponry (Coiicii. tom. iii. p. 991->]S39. with the Synodkon adveraus TniSaediain Ires^, 
tom* Jy. 0 . tUe Eccleafaatical Hiatork* of Somua (Itb. vil. r. «.). and Sva^a 

(lib. i. >, tbc Breviary of Libetatiis (in Coiicil tom. vl. p, d*)^ mdlw 

Memolivf Bcclea. ofTIlienioht (tom, xiv, p. 3^-487.)- 
(t) Tapaxqv (aayi the emperor in pointed laiiipnise) to -ye <.ir< km* 

§KK\w»mt tufiKfiXrjKin , . . * Opatrvr«i»at irpKTovMm n ^. * . • 

a«4 T0VT«y ypKOMTd* ay\ortfrot .... »arrup j? i<pci»e 

. . . wwkXiiway, tmt* tc*» fiaoiXturo UtWtiv x«P*C«»«» /?Oi/\€tfP«i, wt oM 

a^p/iiir 4^9pas I citriotts to know bow much Neatoriua jpUd me 

tluMe ek^bNeloiia so mortify ins to liia rival. 


ms 


THE BJSCLINE AND FAMi 


11^ feeble eon of Arcadlul alternatdv ewayfied hy hie erife 

by the euniid^ end of the palace ; eu^etwtitlc^ «ttd;evetke 

weie their ruling paeaiOBe ; end the ortho^x. ehie& irerer eei^uotis ha 
t}ie^endeavoai«to«lamtt^foriner, and to gratify Uie latter.: Con- 
stantinople and eubn^ were ahnetided with ^rMnent xnodiieterieB, 
and the holy DaJbttiatius ahd Butyches;(i) haa devoted their aeal 

and fideU^ to ^ oanae of Cyril, the worship of and llie iinity of 

Christ. ^roM the dad; ihomeiit of their monattio lile, ihey had never 
^i^ed'\irith world, or trode the profane grotnidof the*dty. But 
in this awlhl moment ^ the danger of the churdi, their vow was su- 
•porsdded by a more suhjime and indispensable dnty. At the head of a 
lonj^ or^of 'moMcs aim hermits, who called bnrmng tapers in their 
.hands, and^anted Ixtames to the mo^erof God ikey proceeded 
their monagt^ies to palace.^ The people was edifed and ixidamed 

W ditcaordinary speotadle, and the trembling monarch listened to 
ibe^f^iyers and adjurations of the saints, who boUlly pronmtnoed, that 
i;iode bouid^ope w saiyatiott, unless they rnnhraced the person the 
%reed of the orthodox successor of Athanasiua At the same time every 
avenue oi the throne i|as assau^ed with gold. Under the decent names 
of €Uia^» BXLd^enedictton*, the courtiers of both ses^ were inribed ac- 
cording to the measure of their power and rapaciousness. But their 
incessant demands , despoiled the sanctuaries of Oonstantinopte and 
.diexanditMkl^ and^the^au^oiity of the patimrch was unable to silence 
the just murmur w cl^^$ lltat a d^t of ' 60,00Qf. had already been 
contracted to support the evince of ihit te^dalous eorrupticm.(2) 
Pulcheiid, who relieved hOr hfotber from tho'welght of an empire, was 
‘tlie firmest pillar of orthodoxy : and so intimate was the alliance between 
the thunders of the synod and the whispers of the court, that Cyril was 
gasur^ of success if he could dimlace one eunueh, and substitute another 
dn the 'favour of Theododue. Yet the Egyptian could not boast of a 
glbfiout or docisive victory.' The emperor, with unaccustomed firmness, 
a^ered to his promise of promoting the innocence of the oriental 
bishops ; and Cyril softened His anathemas, and confessed, with am- 
bigmty and rehictanoe, a twofold nature of Christ, before he was per- 
mitted to satiate his reven^ against the unfortunate NeBtoritts>(3) 

The rash and obstinate IS'estorius, before the end of the synod, was 
oppressed by Cyril, the court, and faintly supported by his 

eastern friends. A seimment of fear or indignation prompted him, 
whileit was yet time, to affect the glory of a vmuntary abdication ;(-t) 
his whdi, or at least has request, was readily granted ; he wais conducted 
with honour from Ephesus to his old monastery Antioch ; and after 
Ashort panse, his successors, Maximian and Proclus, were acknowledged 
«s the lawful bishops Of Constimtinople. But in the silence of his cdl, 
the degraded patnadthrcoald no l<mger resume the innocence and no- 

<0 EtttyctiS*;itlW ber^f iareh Eatyclilr, i« honourably n»mfld hy C>rU era SrleuS, » mint, 
aua 00 atrmtioSS'defoiiCer of tN fhtUi* Hti brotlKsr, tho ahhot paunatlua, l< UktvHae «ui- 
ployed to bind' lbs emperor smd all hie ehaiaberlaint urrihili coitjuniilone. SynoSioou. c. 
Sm. in CooeU. com. tv. p. 

m Ciend hie eiittt eontrt«u4k;or, quod eeeletia Alexandnita nndala lit osma 
: ft di»het prtettir Sla quart rhipc iraiiao^l«ii« tint auri libras miSe ouhlfiHtas. gt 
aiiac ei eit nc piwetet ; ^sed da tuv aduesik pneita avaritias oaoritm nottl, &c« This 

itod or%liiu latter, Orom Oynhi ii'ebdeaoon to his cMatnea ihis near hlahop of Con- 
stanthiddla, baa hdan unaeeoitotahty preserved in an old Latin versloa (Syoodlcoii, c. 903. 
' ^ . tv. ,p 4aS-«^ > the mask ii almost dropped, and the aaloif ^sparth the honest 

and coiiffidetacy. * " . 

j negoUaCions that succeed the synod of Ephesns are diUMaf rehUedln the 

t<Casc3. tom. ill.p. iSW-mh ad do. yol, ... v 

(iL\lire.*S. S5.rtd. 4!.: 


ad tto. vol. mid the Syqsprttcos, Is^'toim. iv.), 
«|1|M (W). t. & e-^. U V/LIMWjb («. 7-llKj. 
-676.). The most phdem will Owsk me tor 


„ f.> BvaerfM , 

.Tlliamont, mam. E^les. tom. alv. p. 467-676.). 
nompriMliit ao ttiach nonsoiise and nMood in a 
C4> hmou v* ouaeqdsmroif, swwrpawq anva Vo out««o» swavowKSooni tjut»avrnpti»» Bvagilus, 
1U>. 1. c. 7. Yha oilglnal letters In the Syuodlcou (e. xv Si— i6) Juiury the appmnuica m 
h votuntary resiiniatioit, which it aisercad hy Bhed*iatii. a NrtatorUH writer, apiia / 

Blbllut. Orientate, turn ill. p 29S— <B}2. 
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coritjtof « priimle vMiiik»> Tte pwt lie is^fps^d; he 

praseqyt^ 9iid tke future he lMi4 reeeeii Arm t t|b 
bbho{k9 eueoeeelvelirAteiOgegM jiheir mee fhim hfe < 
and each di^ dedneeeed the mm^t of the 
Nestoriueea^lhe miSemor of tite faiih' After a.reeideiiee x 

four yeenj ^iheheud of Theedoldue euhaeribed m edict/l) 
him with Stmoa the mogma^ proscribed hki ophkions ana Imfoifexib 
condemned hie writxiigii to Ihen9ine(|b aodbaphimh^ Pl^n 
Petra in Axe\m, wA St length to Oeafcr one of the UImp of the , 

deBert<(9) Secluded froih the ehhreh and from the woiH the eadle ^0 
Still pursued hr the rage.of^ bigotry and war* A wandering tribe of t% 
Blemmyes or Nubians mvadM^ solitary in thdh' retreat they 

dismissed » crowd of usele^ cdptives) hut no sooner had Nest^|u|l» 
reached the banks of the NUe^ than he would gladly hai^ escaped &dm 
a Roman and orthodos; city to the milder serrltude of the fayage^Jfle 
dight was punished as e new crUne: the soul of the patriar(mJi|p^^ 
the civil and ecclesiastical powers of jBgypt ; the nmi^tra^s. 
diers^ the monks> devoutly tortured the enemy of Chrifd axig at C^xll j 
and^ as far as the <^iines .of the heretic was jiltefnateliy 

lagged and recalled till his aged body was broken the hardih^ 
and aeddents of Uiese reiterated journeys. Yet his mmd^i^ sliU lur 
dependent and erect ; the president pf TnebsAS was awed by h}e |lstow 
letters ; he survived the Cathplio tyrant of ^ 

teen years’ banishment, the synod of ChalOflAga wonH j^rp^S nave re« 
stored him to the honours, or at least to the^dmuihinion of the ^dSur^. 
The death of Nestorius prevented his obmonce to their welcome sum« 
mons ;(3} and his disease might afford some colour to the scandalous 
report^ that his tongue, the organ of blai^emy, had beep ehten by the 
worms. He was buried in a city of Upper Egypt, known by the napic^ 
of Chemnia, or FanopoUs, or Akmip i(4) the ixmdortm Jf 
the Jacobites has persevered for am to cm stones against his topipe 
chre, and to propagate the fbol^ tr^^ipn, that it was never ^ah^d 
by the rain oi heaven, which equally diicends on the righteous and ttie 
ungodly.(J) Humanity may di^ a tear on the fate of Nestorius ; yet 
justice must observe, that he sunered the persecution which he had ap* 
proved and inflicted.(6) \ 

The death q£ the Alexandrian prima^^ a reign of thirty-two 
years, abandoned the Catholics to the inteipjperance of zeal, and the 

(1) See tbe Imperial Ictiert in the Aeu of the Synod of Epbeins. (ConelK («m. HU f. 
1730— 17J5) I'be odiciii aeine of Slaiofiieifs^ irliich afBked 0 the d|eel|ilee<cf tcU 
T«paTwdoi/r iifiacxaXiat WSS deslgjlied -rs av ou4*i€c;i atuUrtw virp/iiiiEMMir 

rtfjiuipta^, rmw uftapTi^/uiaTMv, xat txttre {iwirrac rttimpim, Bapdvrat'mfnfuais cKfov 

Yet the«e were GhrmUinsI who diS^red only k> noinei and In e^owe. » 

' (2) The metepbpr of Ulande It applied hy the grave clvtllg^^sndect. Ub. xlvUt. tit* xx4l* 
leg. viu) to tbote happy ipott which are dlterloiinated by wate^d verdure ftom the Lyblaii 
■•undt. Three of these under the common name of Oasis, or Alvahat— 1. The temple of Ju- 
Idter Ammon* 2, Ihe middle Oasis, three days* Journey to Um wAst of JL^nopolls. 3. The 
southern, where Neitoilus was bauished, in the dnt climate, and outy tbrep days' Jouruey 
Oom the coiidues of ^iibia. See a learned note of Mlchaelitf (ad Descrlp(.''i£gypt. AowfOd^, 
p. 2i-«"34 ' 

CSX 1 be iDvitatien of Neitorlui to the syaod of CMwdos, fi rdftted by S:«ebhtMi» 
of melitene, CEvagiius, Ith. 11. c* S. Astemao. Biblloi. Orient, tom. It. p. 55jWid wuudous 
X enaias or Ybiioxenus, bishop of HleripolU, (Asseman* Bibnot. orfetit. tom. li. p, 40, ftc*) de* 
tiled by Evagrius and Asseman, and stoutly maintained by ta Crose. (Thesaor. Bpistol. tom. 
HI. p. m, d^o.) The feet li not lioprobiiblc} yet )t was tbe Intereit of the gonophysites to 

3 trend theiovidiooe report; nnd fiotychitie (tom. iL n. 2S.J afllriiif, that Nmtorlns died 
ter tm exile of seven yean, and eoaaeqoentiy ten years nefem the synod of Cbaiccdon* 

(4) CooMlfc d'AnviUe, (Memoire sur rjEgypte, p. 191.) Kofio«h« C^^eacripCtoi ^ the BaU, 
voi. I* p. 78.) Abrifeda, (Deseript. I^pt. p. 14.) and his cohiiiMiaalar Mlmmis, 

TS-SS.) airitheNubbBQeos»iihw, (p, 49.) wlmiiicittfeiie,fmtheAireUlhiceiUary,jt^^ 
and the siicar^canesof Ahmhi. 

(S> Eatycbluf, (Anind. tom. U. p. 19.) aud Oregory har>ltebnBtts, of Abulplfetafligt, 4fee. 
iiiiB.timi.U. 9.316.) repiasant tbe creduitty of tbe tenth and tWrtefaUieeittttrbNl, . ' 
fS) We are obU«ed to Evagrius (lib. u c. 7.) for some exttaets feom the ieUere or Mi» 
toriiisi bat the lively pictate of bis suflerlngs Is treated with InnU by the bard avid Uab^ 
fanatic. 
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Abuse of victory.(i) The M 0 ni>iJilds%u doctrine (one ineiiniete imltte) 
vim rigorougly preached in the churches of and the aunuksterieg 
of .the e^t ; the primitive ^sreed of ApoUinm^is ms protected by the 
Biuictity of Cyril ; and the name of Eatydies^ his venerable friend^ has 
b^n applied to the sect most adverse to the Syrian heresy of Nestorius. 
Ifiis rived Eatvehes tm the abbots or archimandrite^ or superinr of three 
hundred monks; but the opinions of a simple and illitmrate recluse 
zniffht have expired in &e pell where he had slept above seventy y^ars, 
if the resentment or indiscretion of Havian^ the Byzantine pontiff, had 
^ot exposed the scandal to the eyes of the Christian world. His do- 
mestic synod was instantly convened^ iheir proceedin^^ were sullied with 
damour and artidce> and the aged heretie^t^ surprised into a seeming 
eonfession, that Chiust had not derived h&Hbody nrom the substance of 
l^he Mary* From their partial decree Eutyehes applied to a 

^nnrdncopnoil : 4iud his cause was vigorously asserted by his godson 
CSu'Jp^hias, the reigning eunu(^ of the pa£ice> and his accomplice 
DioMorns, who had succewed to the throne, the creed, the talents, and 
the vices, of the nephew of Tbecmhilus. By the special summons of 
Theodosius, the second synod of Ephesus was judiciously composed of 
ten metropolitans aim ten bishops from each of the six diocesses of the 
eastern ompi^ : some exceptions of favour or merit enlarged the num- 
ber to bne^undred.and th^y^re; and the S 3 rrian Barsumas, as the 
chief and^^rgseni^ive of the moidcs, was invited to sit and vote with 
the sucoessom^x tne^apbs^lijjw JBut the despotism of the Alexandrian 
patriarch again oppressed freedom of debate; the same spiritual 
and carnal weapons were a^n drawn iron^ the arsenals of Egypt ; the 
Asiatic veterans, a band of archers, served under the orders of Dios- 
coms : and the more formidable monks, whose minds were inaccessible 
tOvreaspn or mercy, besieged the doors of the cathedral. The general, 
as it should seem, the unconstrained voice of the fathers, accepted 
thi faiih and even the anathemas of Cyril ; and the heresy of the two 
natitres was formallv condemned, in the persons and writings of the 
most learned orientals. May those who divide Christ be divided with 
the sworA; may they be hewn in pieces, may they be burnt alive !” 
were the charitable wi^es of a Christian Bynod.(2) The innocence and 
sanctity of Eutyehes were acknowledged without hesitation : but the 

S relates, more especitdfy thos^of Thrace and Asia, were unwilling to 
epose their, patriarch for^e use or even the abuse of this lawful juris- 
diction. They embraced the knees of Dioscorus, as he stood with a 
threatening aweet on the f^stool of his throne, and conjured him to 
forgive the oUences, and to respect the dignity, his brother. Do 
you mean toraise a sedition exclaimed the relentless tyrant. Where 

axe the officers ^t^lxese words a furious multitude of monks and 
soldie^ with Aaves, hci^^words, and chains, burst into the chmrch : the 
trembln^ bishops hid'rikbhiselveB behind the altar, or under the be^iches,^ 
-and as they not im^ired^^ith the zeal of martyrdom, they succes- 
sively euwetima a blank paper, which was afterwara filled with the con- 
demnation of the Byzantine j^ntitf. Flavian was instantly delivered 
to the wild beasts of this i^ritual anmhitheatre ; the monks were stimu- 
lated by the voice and example of Barsumas to avenge the injuries of 

(I) iHxl CyHltam Sum viveret, auctorittie tim ^S^eitse, ns et Monopliy- 

fHiinns. error hi ,iierv^ efRiuyieret! idque verniS puto . . . . . « bonocto modo 

ce^omt. Tb^tosmed Ihu cantioa* Joblontkl did notolivtyi «peab tbe whole 
fiUllltf v^rritto lenioft omRltiu egf, qoxm ti tecem »ui cam attU rei bpltis probe gimrlB 
St aamHmm ffSttnmtorbm cermonei privitos eonfbrrem, (1'beuiir. fipmol. U Groilui, 
uhh. » Pb' lOT, iS&l in exceUetit to b» dlisemtloiie <m. tbe IMoierlftn oontroverir I , 

(ft) It eiyM evu^er 4fpair, mvcw Ewefitotf, ov^of {Wv xeif eutov int See ti* 

tuepte^f iMfSehi . • . r< Tir fiptf kya^tfOt* AC tbe requoM of OtoBcomR, tboie wbo were 

not able to not (SpUdied ont their tiande^ ^ ,AC CImloedm, the erieiiteU dbcbUineil 

tbeti tcolematloiit ; but the fieyptleni intirS coueittetUly deelared ravTO mtu, rorg eieopiw 
e«i yvp Aeypf4<e. {CoRcll. toai. IV* p. 1012.) '* 
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it y said tbat tbe patriaroh of AiexAndnft rsvlM^ and buRetei!^ 
juid Jdckod, and tram(^ed hjis brothe^ of CoiiataJitlxi^le ;fl) it Is eer- 
taio^ that the rictim> be^re he could r^h the^ place 
pired^ on the third day^ of the wounda and bruises wbichneJw I’scdved 
at JEphesos, This s^nd sjrnod has been justly branded m a ^ng of 
robbers and assassins ; vet the accusers of Diosooros vpuld ma^fy^is 
viol^ce^ to alleviate the cowardice and inconstancy of their own be? 
haviour. ^ . 

The faith of Egypt had prevailed; hut the ^vanquished paHy was 
supported by the same pope who encountered without fear the hosjdhi 
rage of AttOa and Gensenc. Hie theolii^ of Leo, his famous rums or 
epistle on the mystery of J^lncarnatioit, had been disregarded by the 
synod of Ephesus; his adSpprity, and that of the Latin church, was in- 
sulted in his levies, who escaped from slavery and death to relate the 
melancholy tale of the tyranny of l>toscorua and the mart^Mi^ of 
P'lavian. His provincial synoa annulled the irregular '^^rocc^ffiw of 
Ephesus; but this step was itself irregular, he solid ted th#«|lyoca- 
tion of a general council in the free ,aud orthodox provinces^ ItiUy. 
From his independent throne, the Roman bishop spoke iMid acted with- 
out danger, as the head the Christians, an^bis dictates were ob- 
sequioudy transcribed by Placidia and her son^'valentiniah ; who ad- 
dressed their eastern coHeague to restore the ; peace, aha unity of the 
church. But the pageant of oriental ro)i^ty.[wa9^ov^J!jntb equal 
dexterity by the hand of the eunuch; andv^ec^^lus.^tH^ronoime^^ 
without hesitation, that the church^^hv^^ret^y pea^ul' and trium- 
phant, and that the recent dame had^^eU extinguished' by the just 
punislmient of the Nestorians. Perhaps the Greeks would be stQl in- 
volved in the heresy of the Monophysites, if the emperor’s horse had 
not fortunately stumbled ; Theodosius expired, his orthodox sister, 
Pulcheria, with a nominal husband, sucebeaed to the fhrone jAChsyaa- 
phius was burnt, Diosoorus was disgraced, i|ie exiles wefe rediijled^!^d 
tlie tome of Leo was subscribed^ by the oriSbtal bishops. Tet me l^pe 
was disappointed in his favourite pboject of a Latin council;; dm dis- 
dained to preside in the Greek synod, which was speedily assbdibled at 
Nice in Bithynia; his legates required, in a peremptory %ne, th^fe- 
sence of the emperor : and the wary fathers were transported to Cmal- 
cedon under the immediate eye of Marcian dnd the senate of Constan- 
tinople. A qujirter of a mile from the ♦TlfSt'acfan Bosphorus, the^churdi 
of St. Euphemia was built on the summit of a gentle though lof^ as- 
cent: the triple ^rpeturo was celebrated as a prodigy of arVand the 
boundless prospect of the land and sea might have raised the mind of a 
sectary to the contemplation of the God of the universe. ^ hundred 
and thirty bisliops were ranged in order in the nave of the bhurdi ; but 
the patriarchs of the east were preceded by legates, of whotjl the 
thiru was a simple priest; and the place ’of^onuur was reserved for 
twenty laymen of consular or senatoriau rank. The go8peh|jyaa osten- 
tatiously displayed in the centre, but the rule of faith w^as defined by 
the papal and imperial ministers, who moderated the thirteen sessions 
of the council of Chakedon.{^} Thbir partial interposition rileneed the 

<r 

(1) UXtyt ec f BUMblos, l)!sbop of Doi^lailim) rov tcai tttXaiigf 

AttfffKopoA T# «<ii j nud tbiM testioxMiy of Bvagriiu fllb. li. c. S.) 

|8 ntnpliSed by tbo> blttorlao jZonamt, (lom. li. lib* xUl. p. 4i.> who aiCftua tmt DIoscora# 
kicked like a wild ass. Sat the laiisiiaj;e of Ubefatus (Brtv c. IS. In Cobcil. 4<»m. vl* P* 
4.5S0 » more raailoiia ; and the Acts of Cbalcedon, wnich lavish the tiibies of bolide, 
Calu, &c. do iMX justify so potoied a cliarse. Tlte monk Barfamai Is more partteulamr se* 
CiSFfd— urpofa Tos fAeutflfitw ^Kt/tmmvpv avro9 (^boU. Wm» Vt» p* 

acki of ttafl Connell of Ciialcedon, (Cimelt. tom. Iv. p. 
those of Bphesns. (p. B90^U8S) which ai^ain combriso the vnod 
riMvIani (p, 930— lint.) and U reimlrei somd attention to dlieiitiBe thta dowMe Itiytrtiitlon 
Tbe wHbii ^slness of Butyebes, Fmviani and CUuscorus, Is relatha by ^ c.A 

W. and lib. ll, c* 1—4.) and Liberatut («rcv, c. 11—14. Once mow, wid atmoiC fisrUio hsi 



THE mClim AND FAl^L 

iiiMiperate ehouta ^hidi deigradad 

'gf!»vity7 but» oa Ibe «f the leg;ate 0 ^ Dioecdnie m 

^eoniMlled tb desceAd £N>m hbrihretia to iht laok air & already 

eondemned iu the opiaiou mt Ids Jud|;eB* The ariental«» leal adverse to 
Nestorius than to Cf iC aeoep^ the Romans aSv their ddiverers : 
Thrace* and FoiaaO/ msd A|ua^ were exasperated against the znorderer 
of Flavian^ end the new. pa^ziaiichs of Constantinople and Antiooh se* 
cured their jdaees hy the sawidce of their hene^tor. The bishm of 
Pblei^lne^ Maeedonia^and Greece, were attadied to the faith of ; 
bat in Uie feed of iketynod^ in the heat of tlie battle, the leaders^ with 
theirdbseqttious trahi> passed from the right to the, left wing, a^ de* 
eided the vjlct<d!y^ by this seasonable deseimn* seventeen suf- 

fragans who mdhd fiom Alexandria, foox m^ tempted horn their al- 
legiance, aiuTthe thirteen, ihlling prostme on the ground, implored 
the of the council, with si^s and tears, and a pathetic declara- 
tion, ^;tha{| if they yielded, they mould be massacred, on their return to 
the ii^ignant people. A tardy repentance was allotted to 
expike^he guilt or error of the acoomphoes of Diosconis : but their 
sins were aemunu^ted on his head; he neither asked nor hoped for 
pardon, <md the mo^iiatioAof those who pleaded for a general amnesty, 
was drowned m thp^^ailing cry of victory and reven^ To save the 
reputation of 'hisiate'^dhereDt% some psrscaa/ offences. were skilfully 
detected*^r^|['s»;rish.aiia iRegal excommunication of the pope, and his 
contumac|ih|i^efu8fd^,4^iKhlL|^ detail primner) to attend the 
summims of the introduced to prove the special 

iaets of his pride, Avariep, aha cruelty ; and the fathers heard wi& ab- 
horrence, that the alms of the church were lav&hed on the female dan- 
cers, that his palace, and even his bath, was open to the prostitutes of 
Atoxandria, and that theiotoous Pansophia, or Irene, was pubiidy en- 
te^ae^ as th^ GoncubiMd^e patTiarch.(l) 

For^^ese scandalous Dloscorus was deposed by the synod, 

and ^^ished by the empe^ : but the p«pity of his faith was declared 
in the presence, and with the tacit ippprohition, of the fathers. Their 
prudence supposed, rather than pronouoced, the heresy of Eutyches, 
who was never summoned before their tribunal ; and they sat silent 
and abadied, when a bold hfonophysiie, easting at their feet a volume 
of Cyril, didlenged th^m'tb anathematize in ms person the doctrine of 
the saint. If we fairly perpise .^the acts of Chalcedon as they are re-* 
corded by the orthodox party, (^) we shall find thai( a great minority of 
the bishops embraced the simple unity of Christ ; and the ambiguous 
coneessimi, that he was formed of or from two natures, might imply 
either thmr previous existence, or their subsequent, confusion, or some 

lime/t appeal to lh« ililiseBee of tlllemont, (Mem. Ecclei. tom. xt. p 470—719.) annalt 
of and Fagl will acc<unpany nw mdoti flinbar on my long and laborloua Jonnw; • 

(1) MoAwra q <ire|/<ppi;TO» Itan^ppta q «ca\pvj;A«v^ Opetvq (^rliapt H*e |i>q), irepi ^«a« 6 -irp. 
XuavllpMirPc^^ifv itffiat a^iM#Cftfvnv avrqr t« Kat tpv tpeurit'ou /at/uvqjcteror. (Cun 

lell. tom. W. p.lVT6«— A apeelmen or the wit and malke of tht peupta to prenroed In too 
Oreot AiithohHQr (Mb. it^ c. 9, p US. edit. ^eobe1)t aHboagb ibo applicattos was iiiikiiowu lo 
tbe editor Brodmua. The tiameleto epigrniiiinaUatlidaei a tolerable pun, By eonfosbdinf tbe 
cpiKopal tilatatloii of ** Peace becoalU" wltb tbe genalno or corrupted same of tbe biaboffa 
coBCoblue. 

BipOvq ira¥*rewt» dreXSw^, 

Haw Svaarm Otpwip qir ftatme evSor exci { 

i ais Ifporaiit wl^tbor tbe aetrlarcb, who teemi to have been a' |tatoiSriov«r. la tbe Clmon 
of ji eplsnsn* ywt&t wfOe terqa^ wah viewed with ettVy mal wonder bf Pilapna 

who Irevefencetlm InfutllbUltyef aypoda may try to aaceitiln tbefr aenae. The 
l*iwS bi|Mnai » we(?e attended by partial or carehraa acribee, who dlapcmd Ibeir coplet round 
tbe'worfl^'^r nreelt mss. aje auiiled with the Ciiae juid piwaortofd reil^ «e 


vb&ch aaa reviaetf (A. I*. 5.40 ) by Haattewa, a Roman, prleat, mdn tse mn mss. or tbe 
Ahoimovoi at Cunitatitfoople, (bucange» C. P. Chriatfaha/tlb W. p.j5i.)t ^nwiACionaaiery 
of uuit% GrveVa, and Syitani. See Concll. tom. Iv. p. tiu— 9»w. and PagI Crhba, totn. 

». p *ct 



OF ti{« AOMAN mafiMi mm 

imtgvtim taAnryfll MaMR ^ coaMaCiim «f '4Ae aum mA 4j^- 'w— j > 
ti<Mi sf Ow R»nHt adStagjr, imse a<«i|i«» «iH(,]HnHiitt, 

»4qAed term Bmrt oaS«Bgv»to jgigAitt inf tli» 
iixiliM IV mtwBW MUkd <fii» HAnraMoiM j^mniniKl) 
memwy:, rpjfkiftt #Mi tlw Ka4«Kst6iK&ii({i must letaia) &Ul mbsm^ «!»> 
4uoed a i^hlfwn amutiurth^ Cpttuliie bSflliNNMf* The liMMirvof Ijgio 

aidHMsribedt but iim two 

auowth'O $H«t jt ^9e4i6fi|]^ lawful 

fbe awEWod ,laodi«»w&r wtiiob Md been fixed ^afr Nice, CtriantauilbQW^, 
and JSptous^ aecpiidifig toliboriile^Biwi|)tii^ A%Mg&i 

yielded to Ijbd inipoititnmes^ their naiaters^ but tb^ InfiiiSme 
deerae, ^ter |t had beei^^^ed wi^ d^bcowte votbs and v^emeot 
acdiamatioiis^ was lii the next eesiuoti hf the <^pi|> 0 )dtlOQ of 

the legatee and their ori^m fldends, ft waa in vahi t&t a tutd^le 
of episcopal voices repeat€Ml lnehorus> The dedoHipn of tbl^^fMlere is 
orthodox and immutiddel The hmtics are now di^Vi^NMlT Ana- 
** thema to the Nestorians ] Let them depart from the synod t.^^||tthein 
repair to Eome !'*($) The legstes threatened^ the emperor abso- 
lute^ and a eottunittee of eighte^ bishops m^enatod a new decree, whidi 
was imposed fh the relvetant assembly. In tne||atne sf the foOHh'ge* 
neral council^ ^e Christ in otte person^ but m4iwo natures, was an- 
nounced to the Catholic world ; an tnvudlde mm drawn lietween 
the heresy of ApolHnaria and the fsith of '^* €ymTs^:^e road to 
paradise, a brito as sharp fit a obmby 

the jmaster-himd of the theologksd mpt,. ' ten^cehtunes of 

bjindness and servitude, £urope receive heflr reli^ous oniiiibns from 
the oracle ei the Vatican ; and the same doctrine^ *alreaay vanddbed 
with the rust of antiqui^, waS admitted without dispute into the creed 
of the reformers, who di^aimed the sto^naey of the Roman ptoHif. 
The synod of Cbaioedon still triumj^hs protestaiit dbur«fiM||but 
the ferment of controversy has subsideo^'cSH the moat pioU8''€3nMlnans 
of the preset day are igndi^t or darele^ of their own bdier^ocern* 
inff the mystery of the incarfihuo^ ^ 

Far different was the temper of the Greeks and Egyptians under ^e 
orthodox reigns of Leo and M arcian. Those pious emperors enforced 
with arms edicts the symbol of their /aith ;(3) and it was dedared 
by the conscience or honour of five huUdirOd bishops, that the decrees 
of the synod of Chaicedon might be lawfuDk supported, even wilHi blOod. 
The Catholics observed with satisfaction, that the same synod was odious 
both to the N^fj^c^ians and the Mono&ysites ;(4) but the Nestoiimu 
were less angry,' or less powerful, mid the east was distracted 
obstinate and sanguinary aeal of the Monophvsites. JerdsidOm was Oc- 
cupied by an army of monks ; in the name of the one incarnate nature, 
they piUi^ed, they burnt, they murdered } the'bepukhre of Christ was 

(1) It Is darkly represented iu tbp mlcrescope of Petavlns (too. v. tip. UK c. 5.) ; yet tbo 
•ObUe iheoloslaa is nlmself tfrald-^se quis fttrOsse supervaeaneso, «t olmls auxbuu putet 
btOnpiiMMU vodUarpin luqulpUloineBi, et sb UifUtutl tbeoJosIcl c^avltste slUaam (p‘. aSf.>. 

Ji) E^pvav ft 6 ofm KfkqvTfii^m n arepKojMSa . . . . ot OFrtA^FTCV ^iN|po< ^jNwrrsu, ot 
avTiXc^ouTCc Nci^TOpittFOt oi ayTcXe 7 <»yT 6 v «tv Pouqv a«rfXS«icr<v. (Cooctl. toOl. Iv. p. 
Ii4p.) Xvagrias and Kiberatus preseiu otlyXbe placid nice of tbc synod, Slid discreetly sliils 
over these embers soppositos cinere doloso. 

(5) See in the Appendix to the Acts of Chaicedon, the coiiarfnation of the synod by Mar- 
eiim (Coucll. tom. iv. p. 1781. ITSy.), bis letters to the monks of Alekkiidftii (p. 179i.). of 
bioupt Sinai (p. 1793.x of Jerpsaiem apd pjilostlue (p. 179S;), his lawa againil tim Entyc^uis 
(p 1809 1811. 1831 ), the ooirespoudence of Leo with the proyineial synods ontheievoiMtlpii 
ofAlexaodrlH<p. |8|5. 

(4) Vbotlns (or hitber thC Eptqslus of Alexandria) ceniesses, in a flue passa(pL thOspScl- 
ona eolour double ebarpe ncatpst Pope Kep jmd hlekyneodf Chsietdptt (WMiof. ood* 
SS5. p. 768.)^ He wa^ a double war against the eueiitJes of the church, and wewKlod ^Iher 
foe wall ehe dmts of his adversary— xa’roXXeXoiF fitXttn tvvf emwoAow cVCfpH«W<« AgilnU 
KesUM^ Iw seemed lo introduce the ^uvxvtrtt of the Monopliysius: agatnit Ettcyehes he up- 
pcni^ tooMmieimneetbe oroe^ao'cwr of the Nestoriank. Hif m>ulosM dalms « 

eharlbi^,l»terpretaUon for tbe saints ; If the same had been extended to the Eerttlcs, Ihe 
sound m til# eoiitrovcrsy would have been los>t In tbt air. 
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dafiied wit)} blood ; and tbo gato^ Of the city wex^ guarded la Jlmuxl^ 
tciotta rebellion agidnet^e troops of the emperor. After the ISigtace 
and exile of IHoscorus^ the^gyptians still regretted thw spiritual 
lather; and detested riie usuipatton of his successor^ who was intro- 
duoed by the Others of Chalee^a. The throne of Proterius was sup* 
ported by a guard of two thousand soldiers ; he waged a five years* wot 
against the peoplO of^AlesmndrU ;* and on the first intelligenae of the 
dei^ef Maroisai he beeaixie the victiin of riieir zeal. On the third day 
belbre the fiestival of Ehster> the patriardi was besie^ in the cathedra^ 
a^d fiiurdereddn the baptistery. The remains of his mangled corpse 
wibe delivered (p the flames, and his ashes to the wind : and the deed 
was inspired by the vision of a pretended S^el ; an ambitious monk, 
who, under the name of Timothy the succeeded to the place 

and opinions or Dioscmiis. This deadfy superstition was inflamed, on 
either by the principle and the practice of retaliation : in the pur- 
suit of 'a-ntetaphysical quarrel, many thousands (S) were slain, and the 
Christians of eveiy degr<^ were deprived of the substantial enjoyments 
of social life, and of the 'invisible gifts of baptism and the hoiy com- 
munion. Perhaps a^i extravagant fable of the times may conceal an 
allegorical picture of th^ fanatics, who tortured ehchotllpr, and them- 
selves. “ Under the consulship of Venantius and Celer,** says a grave 
biidiop, the people of Alexandrid, and all Egypt, were* seized with a 
strange diaoOlicat friousy^ great and snuul, riaves and freemen, 

monks and tde^g)^, of^.the land, who cmposed the synod of 

^^Chaloedon, lost thrire^clTlhii Veason, barked uKedogs, and tore, 
with tbpur own teeth, the flesh &om riieir hands and arms.*'(3) 

The disorders of thirty years at length produced the famous Heno- 
ticon(4) of the emperor *2fbno, whi(3i in his reign, and in that of 
Anastasias, was signed by all the bishops of the east, under the penalty 
of degics^txon and exile, if thdy rejected or infringed this salutary and 
fund&nieiital law. I'he clerjiiy may smile ^ groan at the presumption 
of alayinan'Who defines the artides ofTal^: yet if he stoops to the 
humiliatiag task, his mind is less iidecte#% prejudice or interest, and 
the authority of the magistrate can only be maintained by the concord 
of the people. It is in ecclesiastical story, that Zeno appears less con- 
temptible ; and I am not able to discern any Manichiean or Eutychian 
ij^ilt in the generous saying of Anastasius, that it was unworthy of an 
emperor to persecute the worshippers of Christ md the citizens of 
Rome. The Henoticon was most pleasing to the Egyptians ; yet the 
smallest blemish . has not been "described by the and even the 

jaundiced eyes of our orthodox schoolmen, and it accurately represents 
the Catholic faith of the incarnation, without adopting or disclaiming the 
peculiar terms or tenets of the hostile sects. A solemn anathema is pro- 
nounced agamst Nestorius and Eutyches ; against all heretics by when 
Christ is divided, or confounded, or reduced to a phantom. Without de- 
fining the number or the article of thb word nature, the pure system of St. 
Cyril, the faith of Nice, Constanrinople, and l^hesus, is respectfully 
confirmed ; but, instead of bowing at tbe name of the fourth oounciJ, the 
subject is dismissed W the censure of all contrary doctrines, if any such 
have been taught either elsewhere or at iDhalcedon* Under this am- 


<1) KtXavpfitf Aam au noctoraa) evpMUttofui. fii darktiett and diak^^ ha crept round ' 
tlic audwUlftpered tbereveluUon to bii riumberliig IbfVttireii fTJieodor. 

eoi*o«r « fivfucpt mfiurwv irX^« uoXvvSipdt fttf ixenv f^¥ ica< 

«VT0» m aopmt snaaw tbe hyi^botio Wnfiinseof tne HetHSewsh 
(3) Sea tba rtormiek victor TunnaaetB, In tba teatlaiuM AeUsd# ef pnaUiaa, ratiii. 
te*bed hyfiMMafH».iom0.p. 3a8._ ^ 


MS ) are aatlaAed tbat It U free from bereey i but Pettetna cnorae*. Tiwioe* <obi.; y. iiou i. 
e. IS. ff. 40.) moat ifouccouBUbly fUBr me CmtM4oiianeem nscivlt. An ndyersary Jvdvo 
tint be had never read the Henoticon. 
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bigaous expresBiun^ the Mends nnA enemies of tlie^ lest sjrpod in%bl 
uniBe in « iment' endimce. The most reasoimbl* Cht^tlAiie Sojnieiieed 
in this mode of toleration ; their rg^n was feeblsvaiia iaeoiif * 
stant, and thdr obedience was despised as timid and senrile hjr Hie 
vehement spirit of their brethren. Oi^ subject whi^ ^agrossOd tlm 
thoughts and discourses of mem it was dtfiicultto presetre an esiSet 
neutoaltty ; a book, a sermon, ^ pi'syer, rekindled the iliime,<rf eeatrov 
versy; and the bonds of communion were alternately broken apd'i^ 
newed by the private animosity of the bishdpsf The, space b^weto 
Nestoritts and Eutydiea was $11^ by a thousand shades m latoguiimand 
opinion ; the acephuli (1) of and the Roman pontiffs, of equal 

valour, though of uneqnm Strang, may be found at twn extremities ^ 
the theological scale. TJhs^ph^, without a king or a b^iop, were 
separated ^ve three hundr^ years from the patriarchs of Alexandria, 
who had aec^ted the communion of Constantinople, without jsef^ing 
a formal condemnation of the synod of Chricedom For acceding the 
communion of Alexandria, without a formal approbation of the^same 
^nod, the patriarchs of Constantinople were anathmnatized by the popes. 
Their inflexible despotism involved the most orthodox of the (Sredc 
churches in this spiritpal contagion, denied or dnubted the validity of 
their sacramentl^(2) and fomented, &irty*five yea|s, the schism of the 
east and west, till they finally abolished the memory of four Byzantine 
pontiffs, who had darea to oppose the supr^owy of St. Before 

that period, the precarious truce of C<^sUm^mlqAnd;J^Ubnad been 
violated by the zeal of the rival prelstim^dd^l^is^^ 
pected of the Nestorian heresy, asserted 'M^di^^ce and exim>> die sy- 
nod of Chalcedon, while the successor of Cyril would havnpurdsuRed its 
overthrow with a bribe of two thousand pounds of gold. 

In the fever of the times, the sense, or rather the sound of a syl- 
lable, was suffident to disturb the peace ^ on empire. The Tmi^ 
oion(4) (thrice holy,) Jfofy, koljf, jLtmdOcHof Hosu J 

posed, by the Greeks, to be 4^ mentis hymn which the. 
cherubim eternally repeat before tbe^^throne of God, and which, 
the middle of the fifth century, was miraculously revealed to the cbtti^ 
of Constantinople. The devotion of Antioch soon added, who was cr le- 
ctjird for tut / and this grateful address, either to Christ alone, or to the 
whole Trinity, may be justified by the rules theology, and has been 
gradually adopted by the Catholics of the and west. But it had 
been imagined by a Monophysite bishop :(5) the gift of an enemy was at 
first rejected as a dire ^d dangerous hlaspkemy,wnd the rash innova- 
tion had nearly cost the emperor Anastasius his throne and. lualife.(6) 


(1> See Reiiaudot. (HUt. Patriarch. Alex. p. 13S. 131. 115. 1S5--S47.) They wete rechn- 
died by the care of Mark I. (A. D. 799-819 ) he promoted their >ehtef^ the blalioprlea of 
Athrihifl and falba, (perhaps laea; see d'Auvilte, p. Sfi. aii&.||ijHI»Ufld the sacrameiiU, wbleb 
taiid failed for want of an epla(a>p*(U ordination. 

( 2 ) l>e his quos baptixavit qiios ordinavtt Apaeiui, mtiorom mtditloitc eenfeciani et veram 
prsaclpue rellgioswsnlioUudlul conantaui prfebemiMaiiie dldScultate niedidnam (liahtsins, iti 
cpitt. 1. ad Ettpheniium, coneil. tom. v. S86 ) The oSVr of a mediclue proven the disease, 
and nitiqtiera must bare perished betore thearrir^bf the Kotiian pliysiofao. Titieinoru btni* 
self (Hbtn. Bcclet. tom. jivl. p. 37^. 643, he.) is shocked at tbeprond and pnebarltable temper 
of the poper ; they are now glad, says he, to invoke St. Fbtvlan of AmUopb, Hirfitihs of Jeru- 
salem, ftod to irbem thejr refused cofnqUiniott whilst hpoa earth, but cardlnki Barouius is 
ftmr and bard as the rock of 8t Peter. 

(3) Their names were erased from the diptych of the cbiircb : ex venerabili dlpcycbo^ iu 

quo pits memorisB traositup^ ad cteiom babeiitium episCoporam vocabuti contiuentut (Con* 
cil. tom. 14. p. IMa,) This ecclesiasikai record w - 


(l) Peuvios j(Dogmat. 1 faeoi^ tom. v. 
bccles. tom. xlv. p. 

the twelve ceiitdHii „ 

fore the bishop asd p«brie>i 
beard the aa^ 

(3) Peter 
of Autfoch^ 
dlamrtahoir^ 
m The 


. was therefore equivalent to the book of life. 
V. c. 3-4. p. «17— S5t5 ) and llUemtrttt Mem. 




Ood 1 Holy Strong I Holy' Immortal 1*^ 
ier (a trade which be ex^cM th bis tneuaskr)^ 


the fuller ( , 

stbvy is diidpiscd |q the Atinals of Pag i. A* V. 477'^ 

,v St the cad of hia bvagrius. 
under the ^gn of Anastaslna must be gatbifed from the chronlclos of 


auS^ 


and** 




THJE PWhlVB AND FAIL 


TM^pleof any rMioodlpriiiclyri^ 

ikmiom; Sut tkef HM, $9 h^ful enu^e of rebdll^, tbfte^^QHr » 
* Bvery in the me8» or i^,^lotur of a ^etery in the The 

Trisegieiii with, antf wHSiout tins obnoxioue addition^ wea dtaated in 
the eath^al W tsm advei^ ehom, mi, ’^hm their were 

exhaii8ted> they ^roeoum to the more solid arguments of sttefctinid 
stonee; the i^ignifors item punished by the m^mr, and de^^i^aded by 
the patriandi ; ana the erewn and the mitre were staki^ on the event 
of this mmentoue ^imirel. The streets were instantly crowded with 
innumomme swarma of man, women, and diildren ; the legions of 
monks; in segsdar array, marched, and shouted, and fought ait theie 
head,*^" (%mtians I tms is the day of martyrdom ; let u« not desert 
ear jqfiirHnal ftiher; anathema to the fiiamchffian tyrant ; he is un-' 
worthy td reign." Such was the Cathoblc cry ,* aim the galleys of 
Anastanim lay up<m their oars before the pmacei till the patriarch had 
pardoned his penitent, and hushed the waves of the troubled multi- 
tude* The triumph of Macedonius was checked by a speedy exile ; but 
the zeal of Ids was again exasperated by the same question,— 
Wk4th<tr one of $Ue TVimfy had f^en cruc^df On this Buomentous oc* 
casionr the hlne and%reen factions of Constantinople suspended their 
discord^ and the civil and ndlitery powen were annihilated in their pre- 
senoe. The keys of the city,, anp fto ot^dards of their guards, were 
deposited in the Fofpm ^ Cmmtantfne, ^o principal staimn and camp 
of the Ihithib}* Day add were incessantly busied either in 

idnging hymns to hohovir wlr god, or in pillaging and murderuig 

the servants of their priads. The head of has favourite monk, the friend, 
as they styled him, of the enemy of the ho^ Trinity, was born aloft 
on a spear ; and the hr^rands, which had been darted against here- 
tical structures, diffused the undistinguishing ffames against the most 
orthodox baildings.^ The itatues of the emperor were broken, and his 
was eonC^ed in a suburb, till, at the end of three days, he 
darea^ implm^e the mercy ot his subjects. Without his diadem, and 
in the ]posture of a supplmt, Aimstasius appeared on the throne of the 
circus. The Catlmiics, before his face, rehearsed their genuine Trisa- 
ffion ; they exulted in the o|fer which he proclaimed by the voice of a 
herald, of abdicating the purple i they listened to the admonition, that 
since itt could not reign, tnpy shouldpreviously agree in the choice of a 
sovereign ; and they a^pM the blood of two unpwular ministers, 
whom their master, wit&uf hesitation, condemned to the lions. These 
furious but transient* seditions were encouraged by the success of Vita- 
lian^ who, with an army of Huns imd Bul^ians^ for the most pa^ 
idolaters, dedared himself the champion of the Catholic faith. In this 
pious rebellion he depopulated Thrac^ b^ieged Constantinople, exter- 
minated six^y-five tnOupand pf Hs l^w-Christians, till he obtahjed 
the recall of the bishops, the satisfiiction oi the pope, and the estfbw- 
ment of the council of Chalc^n, an orthodox trea^, tductantly sign- 
ed 1^ the dying Anaetasius, md more faithfully pemrmed by the uncle 
of Justinian. And such was thO event of the Jlrst of the religieus 
wars, whieh have bedn waged in the name, and by the discipite, of the 
God of Peace.(I} 

Jnalinhm has been already seem ist ^ vartm of a prince, a 


vietAT^ IfVciDfasp, and .tSmatmoei. ^At ttif ket wa^not snliliileaiptiie Ohm of Sav^MUit, 
Jiit trills ragl if lOore copiooi, a« sreli «i nisis tmm. ^ 

Mfiwy, Oom tSe cstiucil or CfaSleeSoU OW eauhof Amalie, may 

aod aisMwtii Immot o» gewsiral EcdlSMiqwi of tSwit. w t mm mu 
Umm Ufutnatm hu&mumm Wcoliyis mmm of 

anuiitioii, SUIpmeo^ vwrwlir, as# fe^fflloat jgamdpm^ 
from comptoHsf, aa So llte flxtitffittiiiy ^iSo 



OF TI» ROUfAM IQlifPllUfc 


xsz'jsiiS^;^ 

piromiiiiBttt itouJte ol lifa Hie ^eri^ ^ 

iBUeccwliitii^ BttMirtititiMtrteve^ aM 

hi( cod«. and toon (W«cia% ««fDftnft«ad4« 

lagmot fli«d«l3r; *ai to woijr betweeft r mi 

mafij the 
emee. 


m 

wmUitf k 

MttiNRhltMdririaii^ 


^ ^ ^ ^ e 

_ _ to^ pf^oenoe, tlilt trethVffijDnf fttbe^ 

luitlcJ,'%w Oft tlie tMe of l}ie'cliui<di« ^ 


ia’aiid St* Miehed the ar^arijfeli 
U weaae wno aaciibed to the fniiSeu- 


had teetored the petfOftftge of 

and hie iwoverv from ft Adij^eroft* oieease wi» ascnwu w we mzrwju- 
lous iuceoar of tfaeh^ mftrtym Cbemae and Damian* The capHaland 
the provinoea of ^ east were decorhted with the monnmenU af m 
r 0 limon:{ft) aiid. thootflf the far greater part of these cosIlV strab- 
tnr^ may be attributed to Iris taste or ostentation, the seal of the 
royrf architect was piohably ^iekened hy a genuine Seilse of u^e 
and irratitnde towards* hie inyxslbla benefectorft Among the Wes 
of import greatziess,^the name of FurUa wwf uiogt plearag to hk ; 
to promote the temporal and spiriti!^ interests the ohurdK, wa8|the 



. j promote - - 

serious business ei nis life ;; 


„ , — ti» Oat/ of fetherrf hs amM^ m 

often sacrificed to that ef ,drfeH«U!r;rf the The CTOtjorm^ cf 

the times were cmmsolal to Ws-ten^^lW -nndwhtaildmi: ; the 
theolofricia tnofesson must iswiir«y der^^the dit^nee of i» a^fax^, 
who cultivnted their art wuf nej^ed (ijs wd. "'Whitt C8» feat, 
"(said ahold eonspiratoi' to his assbciateS) from rour booted toitaMr 
“ meepless and. unarmed be site whole ni^fs in m# dtWtj dwtttirip 
“ with reverend gray * “ ‘s 

« cal voluraee."(3) ' 

many a confereitcey aaumai eruawaasia*.. 
most subtle of the disputants; ttf many a sermon, which, hiafilfcl^the 
name of edicts and epistles, proclatoM to the empire the theology df 
their master. While theBarfeariofis invaded the provinces, while the 
victorious legions marched uiwfer the baimers of Befiisarius and NarsdSy 
the successor of Trajan, unknown to the i^mp, was content to vtfnqui'sh 
at the head of a synod. Had he invited to^these 8yno46 a disinterested 
and rational spectator, Justinian might have learp^ that religious con- 
troversy is the storing of arrogance and folly ; tb^ true piety is most 
laudably expressed by eiknce and subnussion; that mart;, igitorant of 
his own nature, should not presume to siautiirize the nature of his ©ed ; 
and that it is sufficidnt fot us to know, that power and bCfieveh^ce are 
the perfect attributes of the Deity.(4> ^ ^ , 

Toleration was not the vfrttie of the timfSs, indulgence to rebels 
has seldom been the virtue of princes. But whdd the prince descends 
to the muTow and peevish clwGraeteif.of a disputaijt, he is easily pro- 
voked to supply the defect of argument by the plenitude of power, and 
to chastise without mer^ the perverfts blindness of those who wilfully 

(l) Tl» rtmin of tho Atiosdote* of fe. *** 1 ^‘J **^**?*1 with btrii<d ro» 

ark* on h ioiilwgtet 0 S,J^ 

‘ * tlw comiMaeai of the AMota FheuinLii* hi hi* twemh Dook— 

^klerl doctw sppetli fmixirtuiie , . , t|H>Bt«seis qumtoiiihu* occie- 


mark* on ^ 
timSwnif kook of B!va|r>M. 
de trHMi* copituli*, ^npi ^ 


m Piwi^iik aeS. ©oilliYih. ill^ t. B&, 

■ ■ %7.. «s. j 


(ij pfiicop. do edlficl|«>'Uh. i 0 . i».wu. iHwii** , ■ ■ . . 

fS) 'Or «* dtt$nra* «f< Xi*x»r «iwr aaxapt ryt. 

■ ^ ridr atatmtf* amaMAm* TOi SjMie^hMF* Xs/rp^t 'WPWOfp*' 'lAi'ftClIv -ftotlk’ lie. 


' <«) cur ttS^SSitlS 



^ oolMani •ettciiiiiv 
tdUoiU fliafCI tttUfta (Ad HUt 


Athoot-'^tlloaftnMkW AU S t m ii ^ WIN* 
Afcan* t* 18 .)k 



m THE BfiOUKE AND VAhh 

demonstratloiu i%e«dgiio#«hr»# 
iUrin yn$ m umform jr^ vmiiiiitt Moeoe of porsecatte ; nod m appears 
ibare aurpaaaad'iua loddml jaredaceasova, both in m ooptHranee of 
Us laws aaii tlia«tjgo«ic of liMir executioik Tho imuJSeioiit tarm of 
dbreo monthi iwoailgiiedi for^theoim version or exile idl limsiea;(}) 

and if lie etiU el their preciKrioua etaiy, they were de|»ived, 

under hie tioi||pd»i^iiol Onh of the be«efita<^ eeoiety, hut ni the com# 
anm idrth««4^o|E meu end Chrutlans^ At the end of four hundred 
yearly the muteoUrte pf ($) atiU breathed the wild entimalasin 

of peeef|(diioit«iiA{an^^ WmoL they had imbibed their mala and 

fminale mwrtlee^ m apemal origans m the Paradete. On the approeidi 
of ^ OaetMho end mdiera, graaped with fdacnty the 

cro^ of tnaetyrami; 4]ie oonventicte and the congregation peddied in 
the damea ; but tbeee primitive femtica weie not extinguished three 
hundred ycm after tim death of Uieir tyrant Under Uie protection of 
the Ootmc oonfederatet^ the idiurch ox the Arians of Constantinople 
had braved the severity of the laws; their <dergy equalled the wealth 
and msgaideenee 0i the aenate; and the gold and silver, whidi were 
aeixed w the rep^ioua^and of /ustinian, might perhaps be claimed as 
the (mKsijila of the pldVh^^and the trophies ox the Barbarians. A 
seooaa remnaal of JPagans,"' ^ho atlU lurlm in the most refined and the 
juost rustic conditions of manldnd, exited the ind^poation of the Chris- 
tiens> who were p^hans unmling that any strangers should be the 
witnesses of their ipteatine eumels, A bishop was named as the inqui- 
^tor ^ the Mttb and hSaiEQiffeaiie soon discovered, in the court and 
cityj thiMnsghMMwiI ^yttckmi> and sophists, who still dierished 

the suUarstBMi of tlie Oroides. They were sternly informed that they 
must c&ooae withdhf diiday'1>etwe6n the displeasure of Jupiter or Jus- 
tinian^ and tl^ timhr ayertip^^to the gospel could no longer be disgmsed 
under thp ^ocao^tiOfis mdsk of indifierence or impiety. The patrician 
Khotma nsfh^MLdbne wA resolved to live and to me like his ancestors : 
heienfrati4d|Ahixn^ the strdke of a dagger, and left his tyrant 
the poor cnnsolalion pf expoiAog with ignominy the Bfeless corpse of the 
furtive. JHe we^er Iwethron submitted to their earthly monarch, 
underwent the ceremony df baptism^ and laboured, by tbeir extraordi- 
nary seal, to druse the su^efen,. or to expiate the guilt, of idolatry. 

native eouu^ of Homer, add the theatre of the Trojan war, stOl 
retained of his mythology: by the care of the samo 

btshop, seventy mbutaacL Pagans were detected and converted m Asia, 
Phrygia, and Qcsta ; pine^-six diurches were built for the new 

prosdfytm; and liten vjtiti^ts, fiihle^ and liturgies, and vases of gold 
and silver, 'wtsrd snppli^ by the pious munificence of Ju8tinian.(3) The 
Jews who had been gradually stripped of their immunities, were op- 
pressed by a vexatiouf law, whtdb compelled them to observe the festival 
of Baster the same day tm which it was celebrated by the Cbristiuis^fl) 
And ^y might complain xtith the more reason, bince the Cathullci 

(3) Tliii alternative, a pie<doai oircunuemce, l» preserved bv lohn llaUUi, (tem «i p ax.. 
edit. Veuet. ITXI.) eeiwVirai ttuaa credk tie drawl towards iits eod After iioinberiiis 
llie beietla. Kestoiden, eutyebtaos, Ue. tie eapeetebt. tayi iasiluiwi, ai dtgpl vetiia Judt* 
eeufiir I jfiStmiia. iwdm at * . . eoaviett eC aperti Smetici Jiiuu «i Idoue atiimidTersioul sub 
jlebaUnr. ttenmlefb copibe asdiH>Sb«Hla tSti edtet Of efte Code VA SST now 99-^ > 
fffp^tt^nitiS Uontaatiti, la MoHiail^dS Kebtii Cbritt. ante 

(9> Tbeoplfiii. Crott f).* 159 Jvibn da MoiiDpbyiUe MaiM>pdP IMS, Wa more aatbeHtie 
WUtiM ef wbidr be traa ismaelf employ W emdaror. ( Aswinati. 

(Hilt AI^ e.3S»|uid Aleeito*i Hbtw yftir (Chroii. 
p« tAjvEIAmctfV kW bai htkMiied the patrtsreli.^rttlilil' earnmmiBfri of Ales- 
amlrla^^lHIlidu procratuaibm ot Raiifr s add ir» att||Fw|^ 

Misrsf tb« rsiebid dptMtei of suc>Hi.»SJiicetb» ivigtif tdeig i t yaa^ um 

CaHiottea were peiyle^ by ai foidlibc a pf^ndtee at tinl fratib <9 MS| spleiaQ^ a 
lbs PiwwuniUftbeieeepdoaortbi OtVfoMatvie. ^ ^ 


oe THE SOMAN BMPiKS- SM 



vw^t ^iaISb^^ «r ^Mr 

WthaipiMRm aC fmtittg wvmt while ambI wMiifM m gOf 
hf the eumaiid ef the ampere Simwriteiii were 

a metier nMse^ an atnUgaetie nyacM ee Jews W w Pgtfeii% hf 
^ Jew* ee eehiaiietiev ^ Chrktiaiie ee Idokt^ The 

ebomiiiatiDa of the erew h«A weady hgm planteilaii 

of QgaMmAfd) hetijie yrsfeutto ef JuftEoke oihlred ^ ^ 

natite of baptiem or MeUiom TBsp dooae the letter t und^ ^ 
8 taad 8 rd 0 fftdmperateiead«r> t^ey fMieerek^ md retelMad their 
wrongs oe the Brei^ the pvoec^^ ee4 ^e tem]^ of e dekiieeless peo- 
ple. The Semarltane w«re lutiiiw«d»deed by the iwwiikr fsrM of the 
east; twenty thousetid were iteio/^wenty tmmfeiiawere tM by the 
Arabs to the ioAdelfluof TerBiaeodxledie]i and the yemaliie ef that un- 
happy nation atoned f&r the crime of treeeon by ^ mu hypocrh^^ 
It has been computed that one hundred thouseu^ Reman subjeete were 
extiipated in the Samaritan war,rs) arhich converted the onpe^firuitful 
province into a desolate and amoKiiig udldepnei^ in the freed of 
Justinian^ thogudt of murder could not boAPpSw to the alaumttlir of 
imbehevers ; and he piously laboured to e8tahfash*'W|th m md vfnatA 
the umty of the Christian wth.(4) 

With these sentunents^ It wag tncumhent on him^ at leagt> lo he eb- 
ways In the right. In the first yearn oi^l^admimsjwatiim» h«b 
liaed his seal as the disciple and j^ron of dmodoxy : thfijreooileSlatiihi 
of the Greeks and Latins estabbidiod the tome of 4Hw MO^thjtcreed 
of the emperor and the emphre ; the Neetoriens Butychla^ were 
exposed^ on eiUier side> to the double edge of persecuiioit ; anddb four 
synods of Niee^ Omistantiiiople, JSphe8uS|, mm CSie/radkivireie ratified 
by the code of a Catholic lawgiver«(d) But while^4u< " ' 
maintain the uniformity of faith and imahip> his wife ^ 
vices were not incompatible with devotkn^ IM^steped^tor 
physite teachers ; ana the opm or dandeSKne eoemi^ of the ehs 
vived and multiplied at the smile of their grackms patimesB^ The 
capital, the palace, the nuptial bed, were torn by wamal dUscotd : ^et 
BO doubtful was the dnoerity of the \oy^ oonsoi^ that seeming 
disagreement was imputed by many to a seerbt h&d Omhievous opn^ 
federacy against the rebgion aifd happiness c' 
famous dispute of the THaaa cKarT£]iS|(7, 


I ft^ove to 


Jioh 


The 

mmo 


(1) For the rdiglpii asd 9t ths SagUHAm* eeiiti#UcaMciK Bhkhgtdci kidp, a 
It^arned and iiif|Mirual frorfc* «f n i ». 

(S) Mcli«n)» Neapolif, NeglMI, the ancient and Igodeni I 
B wtney between the barreg ebat, the moiintafn of CUfiiUW 
nr mountain of eurainpr to ibe eosUi, ten or deveii iM^^Uavel Ijwa J 
diel, JoMrney from Aleppo, Oec p. 59-63 ^ 

(3) Procop Anecdou c al, Tbeophan Chroti« p« iSf lofaa Mahtm, Cbron. toig li p df* 
I retneiuber an obsttvatmii, imlf pbitolopbtcs),iiaif uiperultloof, that the proylpee which 
had been ruined by the i>igotry of Jnstlniaiij am the Uiaie through aliich the MMieaictaas 


Ad Wodam (Mat B itisate tn 

I of the north, IhbTrhiogt tianahn, 

ttmiMm^U«veli^m.}cr««alei|i. sm JOuw. 


penetrated into the empire ^ 

(4) The exprewiou of Procopiuf to rsiiiai||m»tm^ou ypp 01 <a««w paintf cwdptMrira _ 

r uij re* avTMt 0t TtXtvrmrrer oimt, Agecdot* c, fS 

(5) See the ihronicle of Victoiv P ^ aiA tk otlfiSsl evidence of the towf pf 4fl 
nrinf the Ant yeais tf hi# irem. Uaronfiii bimmf to hi mueme go 4 hfunoar with 


u, ge 


theein 


peror, who Courted the.p4|Mp, ^i| he got them thio hie ^ 

Proeopluf, AaMipt s IS Evagrlnt, lib fv. c, 10. If the e«c|eiito«ttcgi ae»cr snd the 
errd htoiwton Utotr Mpn a •mptofto prom m to^ 

( 7 ) Os the etiliilect rii^ ctiaptaja, the orltfml tbeJgHtlt 


coocumtlsopto 
419) fM Mhargifiii 

ChroMltl^ 

MV 

del^Pl 
thorlty 
VoL. 



the Mh gesergi cmmcil df 
anthenae ksptoledge. fjMeU. umu vi ik 



yet the Mttcf totoo flftaily rcselvefr to depre^ihv 





mo «H£ Am) FA£L 

Tidiimaa tkaSi St k deeplj marked vlHi tkk euUla and 

diaiageniHnMr^iil^ It kondred yearn ilBeeillie body of 

. OngeiKl) bad DdM ealoa^by^ womnt hie amu^ of wUtSitii ^ heldtlie 
}»jre*exiB(«ftee» Unm ka tbolMudidg of ^ iJmMt, kot hi^twrfeinda weio 
oagerly pafiiiiad’^k)r tko aaoakfi Of Palkstiiio^ 1 b tbes^r wHtiite, the 
plerdBgeye^ dhatliiSaa deaoried mor^-UiaR tan melpiidiy^al enrdm: 
and theprSimye doeton^ Stf ^ dtaxiptim of Pythi^rtfi md Pidto. waa 
devoted cbrn io of ndhArOj w&ft he had presetoed 

to deiiyv the cover of this ,preeedeiit» a treaoheroiis blb^ waa 

aimed at tiie^eoitiieU ^ Ghatcedto. The ih&ers had litteiied wifhout 
ImpatieilOe to the pralaeof Theodore of Mopaueetia and their jnetice 
or indo^geBae had restored both TheOdoret of C^hus^ and^ iW of 
Edeieik to the coeeutmddoR of the ehurdt* Bat the characters of these 
orienw khdiope %ere tainted with ^ reproach of heresy ; the hret had 
beenihe nmelee^ the two othmwerothe friends of Nestorius: their 
most sttfmifdoua peesages werO'acoaM vi^d^ the title of the three chap- 
icre f aad the condemnatioii of hkeir memory must Involve the honour 
of a synods whose i^e was pronsneded with eiilcere or aflected reve- 
rence ky toe ^CiHh<dio^^wd^ld. If thesO^ biehops^ whether ^ihnoceht or 
puUy/^ere aninhUated in^e sleep of deaths they would not probably 
be^ ewak^ed by the damoor, whidi after a hundred years was raised 
over their graven If they 4ere already in the fangs of the demon, 
toeir torments eonld neithm bp aggravated nor assuaged by humnn in- 
dustry. If in the comp«p^ of sdnts and angels they enjoyed the re- 
wards ofyi^ety^ they must fiave smiled at the idle fury of the theologi- 
cal liuMui wh^ still crawled on the mirface of the earth. The foiemost 
of these insectii, the empeSor of the Romans^ darted his sting, and dis- 
tilled Ids venonif perhaps without discerning toe true motives of Theo- 
dora and her eodedaetieal factiom The victims were no longer subject 
to ^ poweri aad toe vehement style of his edicts could onfy prodaim 
toeir'dalii^mtion, and invite toe deigy of thw east to join m a full 
chortts c^jmraes apd anathemas. The east, with some hebitatlon, con- 
sent^ to the vcdcBOf her sotereign : the fifth general council, of three 
patriarchs one hundred- and skty-dve bisnops, was held at Con- 
etanthu^a ; and ^tlie antoeni^ as well as the^ defenders, of the throe 
toaptmss^ weiesmparetedfromtoe communion Of the saints, ahd solemnly 
delivered to toe prinidldr darkness. But the Latin churches were more 
iehlous of toe hsMUf $|^Leo and the synod of C^alcedon ; and if they 
had fought ddd under the standard of Rome, they might 

have prevailw to toe mm of reason and humanity. But tbeir chief 
was a prtomcr intoce minds of toe eaemy> toe throne of St. Peter, 
whitoMhoco* disgraced too ssmony, wasl^etrayed by the cowmdice 

of Vigilius, who yielded> mter a long and intomdstent struggle, to the 
deiqmtonn of ^ustinissi mi toe sophistry of the Greeks. Ilis apostUvy 
provol^d the kid^atioBof toe Latins, and no more than two mtoops 
could be found who would jcAf^ose toeir hands on his deacon and suc- 
cessor 'Pelagias. Vet toe uersSye^ito Sf the popes insensiblv tmos- 
torred to thfdr adversaries eppjmtwii of stohi^ties ; toe Illyrian, 
African, and iBedSan oppressed by the civil and eccle- 

towUCal mh wi&ol vnim hdli^^ee ;($) toe dis- 

^ 1 4 

M Imttue Jtb( 



to c«,di 

l9€U mttf ibt snUt 


e fWi «ntia%DiUch, wm 
f. iMLW^um f. Asttq. Uct 
If her — 

Id Hhdut co ws toe a ot tihwntttshsdf nclAr, and Pelsdie to 

. coBqwifsr Slid erwdi of lislr. Sebiiiliis ... pet fkMees pmm siMtoMitsr, tte. 
(CttncIL tom. 4S7,d.> As aniijr wm ddsiiieolo etiyytett mdredUtaaM la WytfMi 


I jnmmw*, M niHHy 
W tNtlVIUroliik be 

itWWbt. Odest. 



OF THE ROMAN EMFiltE. 

ttint the crefed of tile tu^ld |Im» j^eHod 

of a eeiii^j the fldtlemjxf ^ tli^e dbantem ex]d^*f# »» olMm 
anifflo of tilt Visnatiaa provlmie^)^ Bi^t the rd^gjN^dbeottlddt of i^o 
It^iana Hod already promoted m oao^joeatii of ttidtjie 

Romsm themselvea woro aeeuateitiad to aufi^pect ttio to detett 

the govenunent, of 1^|r Byeontifie tynmt 
JostlAian was ooither oteodynte MMlstent in the of 

&dng hia volatile opinione ood ^oae of hie sobjaeta. hi hhlitaift, he 
was oFended bf the elighteet dev;iaticm from thedildiodot She i hi Ua 
old age he tranagredaed tho meaaiM of tempeiotelimiy.oiid IMJeotN 
bitee, not less ^ fhiithoUea/wm mndeBaed hh deefauwl^ 
that the body (^Chzist wiwifiemi)^^ ittidBiBtM«inaollood#i^ 
subject to any WfMOtoaod infimilleBji Oie inherftaiibe of oiireitootal flesh. 
This faniastte opinion was minonneed In the hut ediets of d^attiidati ; 
andat themornentof hisseasonaMedepafttire^ thetleigy Imd'te^aed to 
transcribe, the prince was prepaid 1^peneeute,«2xd the pieo^ ^ere re« 
soivedtosufler or resist. A bbh<^ of Treves, aeetire beyond delimits of 
his power, addressed the mooaidi oflha ei;st tatibelanguageof onihority 
and aflection: Mcmtgindoiis JitsUiihni,r^emberyi<^lii^imjaikdyour 
^'creedl Let not your gray hairs bedeiMed withh«resy. iOksdlyour 
flithers from oxilOf and your followers from perdHIott. If Oh eaitiaot be 
ignorant, that Italy and Gaul, Spain ondAMca, idready ^tephnreyourfail, 
and anathemailze your name* Unl^^ without delay, youNleotroyt^ 
you have taught ; unless you coudaim, with a loud voiee, 1 hisre erred, 
** 1 have fanned, anathema to Nestorius^ imalhema to Butydbes, ybu will 
deliver your soul to the same flames in whhh tkoy wiyeierflanf born.'" 
He died and made no 8igii.(fl) His death restoted in botlA» degree the 
peace of the ehuroh^nd the rei^pris of his flmir 8hee|aiBi% Josnn, Tibe* 
rius, Maurice, and Fhocas, are distinguislfed bp fltarwj thohgh fortu* 
nate, vacancy, in the eedeslastioal history of the easMS) ^ ^ ^ 

The faculties of sense mid reason are least capahle df fletinr fMl them- 
selves ; the eye is most inaccessible to the aaght^ theSKml to ihi taught ; 
yet we think, and even fe^, that one 4»m, a sola pdnel^ action, 
IS essential to a rationid and consdeus being* When HeracHtia*r6tttri)ed 
from the Persian war, the orthodox tam omsmlted his Idfobps, whether 
the Christ whom he adored, of One person^r but of two natures, was 
actuated by a singular, or doable wUl* They iwodlodift the singular, and 
the emperor was encouraged to hope that theAuSwoeof Egypt end 8vria 
might be reconciled by the professon of ^ doetdins, ^most certasnly 
harmless, and most probably true, mnco it wap tgugnt Btmhy the Nes- 
torians themselvefl^y The experiflient wasdwled p^oulMtfltee^ and the 
tjjuid or vehemeiHtlhtlmhcscoade»iBed«visnthea0ioblaMfjof a 


( Uy (See Pfticopltts : rf<i Bell. Ooth. lib. tv. 25 ) •>» iwf* nv^qif* li Xpttmavot 

&iufiaxoi 0 Ta$» He teetiia, to promiie att ObclMlasoesf ItlilDiv* It would lisvwSeeu ourlout 


dtufiaxovrtu. He teetiia, to promiie att eocleilasdesf Itmoip* It would imvwSeeu ourhmi 
and iuuMirtuil. r j 

( I) The biihops of the patrlircliSte of dquueia wdro reconciled by dope Honorioa, A. D. 
, (MuratOii, Annth dMtalia, tom* ▼. p. SiS^ bm t;hey agaiti relapsed, and the ichlim wai 
not filially extlnguislied till 69S Fourteen j^eaaHieAure. the ohorcii of Spain bad overfoolted 
the snu ^etel couhcll wtib comernplndttedlmte* ConclL in ContS. tom vli. 

^ (2) NioeUttf, Wtbop of Treeea : (Conoll. tom. 6. p. Stv-Mh) he hlniihlf. lUie most of the 
Oallican prelaies, (bregor Bptst. lib. vii. ep. 5 In Concll. tom, vl. p 10Q7 ) was leparWed 
Oom the cotninmilML^ the INr pttrlarebi by Mi reOuat to cotidemii. the tlpee clhpters. 
Bar^flj^ai^ p wm aj M i the daemttloa of Jastluhin (A* P. 565, mu S) 

(3) aOer roiating m iaat hereir of Jinittelaa, (lllb ly* C. SS^t } «nd Urn edict of hia 
Mccethtg^ Hh, V* a* It) the remaio&r of the biatory of fivegrpi* jla Sited with Idatehd 

L . ... ... 




iS&'ffit»Wn!«l£irK»'8S,S£ 

at. tom. 11. p. m,y Hiai Pjteiua. p hi ewa .Ufin VwwMk j 
V. p, «1S,> rhey^fm Irne^rteutlfWihhPd 


<n>ifr«M' ee«<* OVK 'tvmiinrtoe ie ravro 


veAtifM^ng Toute» eeov ovm cTo^p^ 

CConclI. teui %li« p. 2U5 ) 


tepf^h d 
vre Bouaiu 
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in tbe presence of e subtle imd audacious enemy* Tbe orthod^ (the 
prevaiiintf) party devised ne^ modes of speeCli, and ar|fiiment» end in« 
terpretation ; to tb«^ ueture Chiist^ they preoiouidy aimlied e pr^ 
per and dkdeiHmierity ; but ^edyTerenCe was no lotigeiP rlsiblo when iliey 
allowed that bumanead tlie divine will were litvftriably ^e 

The disease was attfhuded with ^ customary symptoms ; out the Oreek 
is^ergy^ as If satteted vrith ^ istdlesv^Oentroveny of the hmamation^ in- 
stiUediiheetti^eOtiS^ into the ear of the pmce and people* They 
declered thtnpedhms HoNOTUstiTes (^ssertors of the unity of wiH^ but 
they tresded^the wxtrds ae bow, the questions fm eunerduous ; and re- 
commended a rdiigfious sllmice as the most s^reeaue to tihe prudence 
andreharity of the This law of silence was successively imposed 

by the ^etktuUi or efepcHtion of HeracHus, the type or model of his 
grandson ComdanS;(£l and the impei^ct edicts were subscribed with 
^acwity Of teluetanceW the four patriaKhs of Rome> Constantinople^ 
AleaandiiSy mid AhHcn^ ^But thq^ bishop and monks of Jerusalem 
sounded the alarm i indihe languagex or even tm thesilence^ of the 
Greeks^ the Latin chur^es deteeted^a latent here^; and the obedience 
of p<^e Honerlns to commands ^ his sovereign was retracted and 
eensurediliy the bolder ignorance of his successors* They condemned 
tlie eaiecrabie and abominable of tbe MonotheHtes^ who revived 

the erroni of Manes^ Apo]l|pair% Biuty<dies 5 ^c. ; they signed the sen- 
tence of exeOmmunieation ora '^^temo of 6t» Peter; the mk was min- 
gled with the sacramental wine^ the blood Of Christ ; and no ceremony 
was omittOd that could fill the supmtildoua mind with horror and 
athright* As the r^prOsentative of the western churchy pope Martin 
and his Lateral) synod anathematiised the perfidious and guOty silence of 
the Greeks ; one hqitdred and five bishops of Italy^ for the most part 
the subjects of CkmstAtis, pmumed to reprobate his wicked type and the 
impious his gimclfhti)er> and to oonfirand the authors, and 

their adhetents, with the twe!nty*<Hie notorious heretics> the apostates 
from tlm ehurohj and the organs of the devil. Such an insult under the 
tamest reign could ndt pass with himunity. Pope Martin ended his 
days on the Inhospitable raiorejof the Tauric Chersonesus, and his ora- 
cle, the abbot Maadmuiu wm inhadDanly chastised by the amputation of 
his tongue and hk xigfaf hanlfS) But the same Invincible spirit survived 
in their 8ueces8ofs$M|iid1to triumph ^ the Latins avenged their recent 
defeat, and obliterated ^ disgrace of the three chapters. The synods of 
Rome were oonfinfo4 ^Ihe sixth general council of Conatantin^le, In 
the pelaeeara Ihe presence anew 0onatant|ne^ 0 descendant of Herae- 
lius. The i^yal convert and a majority 

of the bishop ;(d) the dissenters, with their dhle&Maearius of Antioch, 
were condemned to the spiritual and* temporal pains of heresy : the ea^ 
condescended ^ accept m IdmbnS of ihe west ; end the etM wfw finr 
ally settled^ which teaches the (JqUiolics of evexy that two wills or 

energies are hannofimed in thh pOrion of The majesty of the 




aeofog. tom V. lib is, t, e-xo p, 
III tbs Of«ek SMaww betwten Mur* 


A roiivcnlAiK 


truttajmp b«e pwWMb fpwm 
(lysiayshioii (Anna), tam* It p« / iMvwhi^fVHvvim 
twenty four blihoiNi ef tbe aonMm ayn^ trafiaaniwa Hip 
nStflns tbem to tbe one fanndred and elxty-eigHt Oreefca, i 
two hundred and ninety two fatbert 


by In tbo 
. d$s,no 


MtHWHim wnth 
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pope atui Bomu aynod w« r^nwentei fey otee 4M»en> 

ana ^rea bfedlop^; but Ifefe^ ofeeeure Xiiatins, Im. n^ar aenid to 
oompd^ nor treasum to 4^t lilpg«p|g^ to and I am 

ij^orant by wfeat arte tha^ eott]|d dotenadiio tfeo 10% ampavar of the 
Greeks to Ajure tfeamitediim or bis and taipmoanta Ibe re*- 

Ulcion of his fathers* Perhaps the moiiksMid people of Qfnslii&t^ 
were favourable to the bptem cmd, wbieh kudeed the^leest^w^ 
of the two t and the suspioioa k couetenaiieed hf tbeoQiiatut«lme%a-i 
tlon of the Ore^ dei^ who this ^arM to W emisejioiis 

of their weakness. WhSETlhe synod debated, a faua% proposed aniore 
summary <kdsion. by iddtma deadioaii to life : the prates osskted 
at the trial, but the adcnowTcdged figure ins|r ssswe to iodicatei that 
the passions and prejudices of too multitude were not ^sSsted on the 
side of the Monothdites. In the loeat genexatkm, when tboeon of Con- 
btantine was deposed and dain hyMibb^ndple of bfooadus, they tasted 
the feast of revenge and dominion : the image or monummit of the 
sixth council was defaced, and die or^nal kots werwoommktiid to the 
flames. But in the second year, their ^tron ym oast hnMkngliom the 
throne, the bishops of the east Were msased*mm didnoecadpiud con* 
formity, the Eoxnan faith waamoio£riidy rwlanied by tho ordiodox 
successors of Bardanes, and the due psebj^s of the inoamadon ware 
forgotten in the more punier and ttfedbft quarrel of. the worsh^i of 
images.(«) p ^ • 

Before the end of the sev^th century^ the creed of the Incarnation, 
which had been defined at Rome and Constantlaople, wan uidforinly 
preached in the remote ktands of Biitdn and drelimd;»(3) same 
ideas were entertained, or rather the same words wefre reputed, 1^ all 
die Christians whose liturgy was performed In die Greek or the Zmtin 
tongue. Their numbers, and vimle splen^r, bestowed an imperfect 
claim to the appellation ii Catholics : but in the east, they Werwerpurked 
with the less honourable name of J^elchUe* or royalists ;(4) of meb Whose 
faith, instead of resting On the bask of Scripture, reason, or traditton, 
had been established, and was still maintwned. by the s^itrary power 
of a temporal monarch* Their adversaries might uRiM the w<wds of 
the fathers of Constantinople, who ^mfeSstheimiriveS die slaves of the 
king ; and they might relate, with malieleus joy, bow the decrees of 

" * a J < 


(l) The lAotootbeliteCoiiftssi we« beteC by altdia rot rer/a tnk The)f»le*rt* CliroS* p. 
ew ) e<f>o^ <rapa Whep llpBolheUte tsokt ntteO In tbw mUticle, iJte 

people flUeuted 6 Xaov (Cotteil. tm. vd P* Set tbit iMe n asml snet 

treniieet entotiou $ tuS I Imlpaw tkt the lauw U Sueotmpntlott of erUisMr Ui Uiesood 
people of CoiietantinopJe. 4 ^ 

(3) Tl^ history of AionotheltUiini may be feinul In the Aotsef tbe Synods of itome (com* 

ell. p. 7t^S85. cei^»S080 and coniUntluople (p. Bafontns eiinked some 

ofifjinal doenmente ih>m the Vatican libraryc atMl rm ehroMOlogy Is JOctlAedby the diligence 
of Pagl. Pveu Dnplit (Biblletfaeoue Eedes. tom. vl* p* S7*^7I.Jiitid Basnage (Hist, defense, 
toni, i. p. 541-5^0 afluids a tmerable abridsm^t. * 

,(3> In the Lateran synod of STS, Wilfrid, an Akloeaaon bishop, subscribed pio omel soul* 
lonall parte BrltanuiaB et Hlbernias, qass an AnrartuB «t Brltunum, necuott Scotorum ec Pic- 
torom gentibus coiebaiaur (Eddius, In Vh* St Wfmd. c* xihI. aped Pagl, Ccltlca, tom. UK 
p. 88.). TbecMlore (roagnie InsnM BritsnnUs IdclUeObqopus et pbilosopses) was long ex> 
pected at Rome (COnoiK loin. Til. jk 714 ) ; but be cwtented blmsetf with bolding (A. D. 
680) b» nrovtneisl^syiied of Hauield, tn wbicb be reetfred the deciees of nope Ifsrtin and 
the first Uterati council anW^ the HonoUielitcaCCfiOfllK tom. vll. p S97$ ea.). Tl^ore, 
H monk of 'nursiis in CUm, had been named to the prlomcy oC Brlfidn by pope Vltatian (A . 
u. 688, SM Bafpiiteaud^i^O« wbow esWem /oy hls^kaninMl find ptbty was tainted by soitie 
distrust of hfs natfoiinl cmracter-ne quid oomiarinfii VfiltiU ftd^, Unsconim more, lu cc- 
cleshiw eid prmesaet IntrOdnceeet. The cluclan was tent Rom ttopw lo Canterbury under the 
tuUlon of an African gpide (Mm Hist. Bcciei* Anglomai^ Ub. iv, He adhered to the 

Roman dectrtiiet end Rm same ctM of thq tbcamaM M bMaNUMily tuuiAmltted Aem 
Theodore to tfieittoMn prkmtee, whose sosna enderetimdlMis ere perhaps fsCPfifd 
wlw tbst abstf Use mystery. 

(4) This name, imkfiown till Mm tenth ceaiary. arMW to be of Sfiiac ottgUi. It was 
invented by thddac^fes, and eagerly adopted by the Nestoriaus and Hthonieiaust bat |t 
was ancepms rittbout sbgme by the Catholics, and Is firequenUy used In tba Annals of My. 
chins (Amomsn. Bibtlot. Orient, tom IK p. 587, &e* tom. Ui. p. 855. Renaudot Hist. Pa 
triaurcb. Alexaiiditn. p. 118.). *fi/ieic t’ov'^oi rou jkurtXtwr, was the acclamaUen (tf the father, 
of Coustamlnopte (ConcU. tom vil p 765 ) 
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Chaleedon had bean luepired and i^^uimed hy the empeiror Marc^i^ii and 
hie virgin brtde. The pravaiUiig fketion will naturalljr ineuleate the ^ 
duty ea aubmission^ mt la it leas natural that diesentefb should feel and 
assert the principles ^ fraedm. Under the rPd of persecution^r the 
Nestmdansand Menoj^yeit^ dimneratad into rebds and fu^tives; 
and themoM as^ailies of Rente were taught to consider 

the emperor not ea the chiefs but as the enemy pf the Christians. Lan* 
guage* thit H^^pding prlndple which unites or separates the tribes of 
#i6tmiuitpd the sectaries of the east^ by a peculiar and 
perpetual badge;i idicMed the means Pf intercottrse and the hope 
of leeoiioills^ioii/ ^i^e dominion of the ^reeks^ their colonies^ and^ 
ahove al]« elo^UenoSj, had propagated p language^ doubtless the 
most perfe<^ that has been contrived by Jkhe ^t of man. Yet the body 
of the people^ hoth^in ^yrm^^d stin^persevered in the use of 

their iiatmal Idioms ; with this 4Swe{^se^ however^ ^at the Coptic 
was cKmdned to the rude aim illiterate peasants of the Nils* while the 
Syriae^(i) fircsn the mountains of Assyria to the Red Se^ was adapted 
to the higher topics of ppetry and argument.' Amenm and Abvssinia 
were infeed bV tbe s^eej^^ or learn^ of the Greeks; and their bar** 
baric tongues^ which had been rerived m the'studies of modem Europe^ 
were unintpOigible to therinhaly|ants of tbe Roman empire. The Syriac 
and4heCopri& the Axmeman hhe Xthiopic, are consecrated In the 
servra of thw respective rimrchCs"; and tadlr theology is enriched by 
domestic vcrribn8>(3> both of the Smptur^ and of me most populav 
father^. After a period Of tjFiiiJteen hundrd| and rixty years^ the spark 
of Gontrovensy^ firajb Idn^d^y a sermon of l^estorius^ still bums m the 
bosom of the east, a^d nostUe communl^s still maintfun the faith 
and disc^lme of their ibtuldcrs. In the most a^ect state of ignorance, 
jMverty, and servitude, the >wtoriana and Monophyaites reject the 
spiritual simremacy of Rome, and cherish the toleration of their Turkish 
mastere, wlu<^ allows them to anathematize, on one hand, St. Cyril and 
the synod of Ephesus; on the other, pOpe Leo and the council of Chal- 
oedon. The weight whien they cast into the downfall of the eastern 
empire demands our no^; and the reader may be amused with the 
various prospects of^ L Nestorians. II. The JacobiteafS) III. The 
Mar^nit^. fY* *1%! Awenians.' y. The Copts ; and, VI. xne Abyssb* 
nianSf To thp th&|ori^^ the Syriac is common ; but of the latter, 
each is discriminatea oy iltO use of a national idiom. Yet the modem 
natives of Amenia ama Abysslidi^puld beindM^i^ o^ with 

their aneastm; and the Chrisri|Uif of und Syria, who reje^ 
the rengioPi havaadepted the lang^oagb, of me Atainaiis, The lapse of 
time hag sanded the sacmdotal arts; and Inthaeaat, aWw^ aem the 
west, the Deity is addrmued lu'im. obsolete tmi^e, unknown;, to the 
imdcwity fu the congregaU^ 

1. l3dtli in Ids native and his apbmopgl province, thr heresy of ibs 
unfortunate Nestorittg wps tqpeeail^ olliteteted. The iwiental oiriiops. 


(i) 
dttleoii^ 


Tli« Syriac, liSka mmr taaniaie, wat dlvUM tato 

tt^t Tha Aiaonala. A 



is 

t. bf tb. MMi.a il I. 4.,b|,. v|||lii0 bMiMv 
l1b4iM%rlb)! biri tbi bMt «M«| iSSMtllt « 


exUiaiM 
of the all 
(S)o« 

biwiiieca Orlear 
roatCi witiUtratehei 
and Syria ta Mirob ef 

a part anly, thovgll pwfaipi 

•rhotar h« po«kP»«ed the 8)rtaic Uarature^ au'di tbouah a depaadant 
be moderate and C 4 iidid< 


lia Cjto^rino^VMi^m ^ sibkhi Aapi niidmaa Tmt feaniad |w- 


tecL Aaa aamaMai 
at of Hama, Sa'iiSiadi 



OF THE ROMAN EMFIRE^ m 

who at B^esoB had raBlsleS to hia feee the of 0^* 

mollified hvhUt tardy eonceflahnuu The same pSMto, of Mir mm 
ceaaim, eohicrihed^ not Vithodt a mtn^r, tile demea of Ohaieedoo ; 
the power of the Menophysitea ffiomsSM Me with Ihe OatiioUee in 
the conformity of ynmoft^ of ltit»^> and inBemdUU^pf « h^ef ;^oq4 
theiy last r^etant M breathed hat the dcMee oTlinMteBha^ 
ters. Their dMntii&lwotlKreii| M^miNlerote or tern 
crushed Iw the pensllaiia t ma wt omfoo of it 

became difficult tirfindaMchof UaiH#V.M 

Roman emigre* Beyond fnase Himteltey haddisoowe^ 
in which they might ndpeToi* liberty> iM aiq^toeonmaiti In PerM 
notwithstanoing the resifltadoe dTuie Msgh €hn«t!amty<had stirnde 
deep root} and the nations of the eael reposed utiderite ssliltary tiiade* 
The CetthoHe, or primate^ reiided in the capital; in *ki9Mnofis$ end in 
th^ir diocesses} his metropoUMB} and deitty^ tiie 

pomp and honour of a regular hieilumy : tim mtiie hmome 

of proselytes, who were converted Mn the. ZefidaseBta to the goimd, 
fnstn the secular to the monastic )ilh; and thdr seol4vae^aMii]»M1^ 
the presence of an artlul and fonajdable enem. The Bsisiaii^duifea 
had been founded by the rnissimstries of Syaa ; mtp l^eiT laogiuigai, 
disciplme, and doctrine, were close^ intmrevea^Witii its erig^ifial Qmme* 
The VatlkoUes were elected and eirdaliied<^W their own eaMgaum ; hut 
their filial dependanee on M pattiarehs or Antioch is attestod 
canons of the oriental chur<di.(l) In the Persian eehoolnl £de8Bai(S) 
the rising generations of the faithful imhiUbd their theoipgtBal Idim ; 
they studied in the Sydiao version the ten thmisand volumes tsf Theo^ 
dore of Mopsuestia, and they revered the apoetolis faith and hqly mar- 
tyrdom of his disciple Nestorius, whose pmson and language veifi 
equa% unknown to the nations heyond,;Ae?>gri«f ThO 4rst fiideUble^ 
lesson of lhas, bishop of Edeseih twi^t them toexecratsfthe Mgy^iani^ 
who, in the synod or Ephesus, had Impionsly confounded the two na^ 
tures of Christ. The flight of the masteis aim scholars, who were twice 
expelled from the Athens of Syria, dispersed a a^wd fd missionaries, 
in^med by the double zeal of r^ion and rfiveiM* « And the rigid 
unity of the Monophysites, who, nnoet the reigpis of Zefi^ and Anasta- 
sias, had invaded the thrones of the eastj provolted tlm^ antagonists, 
in a land of freedom, to avow a moral, rather timn lyrical union of 
the two persons of Christ. Since the first {Mreachf^gor tne gospel, the 
Sasanian kings bebehL with an eye of su^drion, a race of aliens and 
apostates, who had mhbraced thcj^tiiglen, and who might fisvottr the 
cause, of the hereditary mes of their county* The ro^ edkta had 
often prohibited their osngerous corre^ondeoce iriti^theSyihl^^ergyj; 
the progress of the schism w«i gratefui^ M jealout p^e^ Ferozes ; 
and he listened to the eloquence^^f no attful prelate, who mitred Nes- 
torius as the friend of Persiai^and m»ed h^ to secure fidelity of 
his Christian subjects, by gr^t^ a |ust preference to the victims and 
enemies of the Roman tyrant, Nostwians composed a laige ma- 
jority of the deipy and people: thby were encoumged by the smile, 
and armed with the awoA, of de^tism; yet many of thrir;weaker 


(1) $96 tiWiSfilils cBWHii 9f Hies lji Uis tTsiwSttios ot atmldm asebticmlf* Sa., ^ 

Concll. tom. a. S ms, me. cSit. vem. tbm vMlmr OOn, nicepa me sre iteUi 7 

apQcryrbst* of nte»ietiact«d so saova tbsii tmratx cusost /Tl^ore;, llltk. 

a^ckt. Ub. I. a viti } { smC tto fematsSeivmmiiicy «r slibijr^ w«m eitflsctoa Own w iynnaa 
of tSe Gtsek cbmeii TleSyiilfte oiHtfsa oCIfirottatlii ifo hnm 
orietttsl. tom. I. p. MJ. tom ttUp. iWfcnt 

istorpolftioit^Yct M nm,9Mtahi9w m 0W *w» riM 

•luce U ti essilir nvwecl by ttl tbo ciiitomximmsriosa 4 tbe 

Mblini of Sotionofism mS JaoobitM 

( 1 ) rb«MlomtlrtJoiC«r(llb*i4.o S.et udalocmifiBt aocka} im npMfl^ iPowlon 
KbSl of fideua lie amUejit sploiriow, and tlio arm of iu wuni^U ^ and 

SsS!} am UeayMlaciuMd by dai^nb {Mbtlota Oikst. tom. 4U. p, ^ Iv. 
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TH£ mchim AND FALL 


pwaiAi^i 

W 

JMlr^ 

^ahh ^ 


bntihm were staHled At tim brMdi^kNMieiVo^i l^^^eoin^ 

nranion letf the Osriitiait wevld^ Aim tbe Mood of nevm tifousilm seven 
bandted Mmuq^TSttes oi»€At|Mids. eonfintied ISbe itoiforiiuliy o{ Adth 
aiiddisdipHiielatliirxto^esofFM^ Their eeOlesiAstioaliQstttU'* 
tiions are dlsUiigvMiitd Imrel {urihciplo of ifeAso&, or At least of 
pdkf i Aoslitt^ dMster was rMeved nod sfraduiifi^ Awgottea ; 

AOasesof tibe eduoAtioh or teidmos and found- 

linm; thobiw ^'oAhatj^ so Ihro^l^ xeoomntended in the Greeks and 
Ltmsh ftnd ibe number the 

elM wAihMiMiidOf reltnom nuptials of the priests^ 

theMMk hlimAK ^ To th» standard of natu- 

rA end rMhUoxis llisAdiM^ tnyHSds of Hifltived reamded from all the 
) empire : dm narrow bigotry of Justinian was 
of his ' mostu industrioua subjects; they 

8 of peaoOand w^ ; ami those who 
d Ihs si»rVi^> of a diseeming mo- 
tx, and htS iieieer gratulscm, weire assisted 

by the desperate seotaHes who still 

larked in rkd^AAldrejettieSOf the^dast r &dr seal was rewarded witii 
the gift timOndbolio ehurehes ; but when those cities and churchAS 
weieryeoiMred ^ Heraettiisfl^ir open profession of treason and heresy 
oompelldllthem to seek a mhgf in ihe realm of their foreign ally. But 
thovgeeadiig tranquiili^ of the NiHitonani was often endangered, and 
eomc^teeS overthrbWm Tfiey ware invotod in the common evils of 
oiidnM demthrm ; their enmity to itondhsould not always atone for 
thdr attainment to the gOsM: And ncokmt of three hundred thousand 
JAoshithsr, the captives ^ Apmatea and Antloehj was pemutted to erect 
n^hosdle Altar in ^e fhcoAf the OattA^ift, and in the sunshine of the 
eetirt/ In his last treaty; JnstiiiiBit intioduced some conditions which 
temlMto enkra^end fortify the toleratioii of Christianity in Persia. 

emperor^ ef tiiO rtehts of conscience, was incapable of pity 

oriAsteeni for the hmretks who mmied die authority of the holy synods : 
huriie Mattered hinttslf that they would gradually perceive the tern* 

r mt ben^ta Of union With the empire and the church of Rome ; and 
he fARed iff eacAttnt il^ gratitude, he mi^t hem to provoke the 
jealousy OfthMr In a later age, die Lutherans have been 

burnt St PAkfs, ancr protected in Germany, by the superstition and 
poHoy 

TlmdesMof gaiiliimsduk and sdMeM for the diureh, has 

extdted In agt Bie dISgmmWr die OirMm priests. From the 
oofiquOAt of Pemia they cAnded iMr spiritum arms to the norths the 
east, and Iteaoutii: mxd the siin^dt^ Of the gospel was fashioned and 
pain^ wid^ the cofours of the Syriac theology. In the 4sentury, 
aocordiitt to the'* report of a Nestorian traveller,(^) Christianity was 
sttcceaimBly preadii^ to the S^pmos, the Huns, the Persians^ the 


(l) A AiucrUtW on tbe dstt of llio KottorUuii Hat iwelhA in (he haSCt oT Asatmanal to 
a fdnnv of nliisaaiiArofi anS sAr SMifc«» and SU Joarnod reteareiiei am digoted in tS# 

Sk^wMovdMv fMnoof tm M In 

tite ttroe awccdlat tomaa ^ SSl^tS. 01. Si-»^ SpTSbB, Ac. 403*-a)S. 

«r Coism, fumamed lniiko.ei#laa, or cbe Indian 
UII. au a. »7.-Tlw eiitim work, of wipa^ Cttrtom ax- 
'iMaa (CMi> MtKvi p 0 10, edit. fmoMM^^atmaot m tte ar»t 
unit of StnMpoe ew no h and sabneHia (SlMtot# Oreo. He lii. «. ss. tom. ti. 

poish^-iSSm^piA iNtHCtof ay Montencon at ram, 17m, in Ike Uoaa CoSectlo 

potmmTiSB, )* ft one tlie deatsa of tlio aothor lo conAite t6e Imvfotia beruy 

^IwM Vim nNdipda tisd iim oartk It a aid a Sit 0 Wons laMey M Jj^ 

tkaUSOwledtimtiMiaovotter, wkd ptrliwined Ida voyase, A oabtlilied Ala 

booket Atemsdria, A. I>i Sff Qlb U* pi iiO, Hi* noatiaoeom l^rai^e U.>. Tlie Nato. 
riaalmi of Coimai, unknown to hit leacotd editor, was datdvmi ^iS Cr<ia«<ciirlttlanitiiM 
AM i^ea. mm I p. h mA la eoaftrirtod bf Aammdiiill (tMrtiot Orient, tom. Iv, p. 
eud^eos.) 
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„ 4 Im Medei^ aad OxivSibm^t tb«0«ic 
IT ^ tft lb« C!ai|[|ii!l^ 

W#dm^uou* in. jQiirittiRimr ud 

nontboK bWnr, 
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itli0 driingfft> 


Pendanl* Tbn, mtotoi|n> of nad.Bam»M*w4|aHMM4 *te 


They ^poe^ a n^phyeiSI «^le^ to to 

thoflO eanguhtary wanri<M% hijp^Mu^y fad rg^j^. 

Yet a Khaii> whote |K>was4h& 

at theb han^ tha rites of haptmr wA w end the 

^me of PjTMter ot^P^$bifUr ^ aredtiBlr of 


EuroMa The zoyal convert iw &»6ifaeA . 

hxii he dispat<^6d an eihtekssy ta|hajbslriindkt 
season of Cenl^n tsk should abstrija frm aaimiil he ' ' ' 


il^ght 

celebrate the Eucharist in a dese^ that mihiced nrithar 
In their osogress bv sea and lano^ ^ Itimifaiia entaM Ciului ^ ^0 
port of Canton ana the norihem resiihaMse of Sigmu tXnlihe 
tors of Rozne^ who assumed with a sp^ the cha^ractm ^ ffAea^mjid 
augurs^ the mandarins^ whct^ect in public the reason of 'pmcst^^rs^ 
are devoted in private to eyeiy ||M>ae of popular supersUtionc They 
cherished and they confounded the gods of JPalestipe, anddf I^dia; but 
the propagation of Christ^i^ atrakened the jealouay of the state, 
and> after a short vicissitade of favCtir fuid nariscutiijn, sect 

expired in ignorance and plb}ivipDu(9} Under tm ray^o^he (^phs, 
the Nestorian Church was diffused from Chii^ttodefmsaS^ 
prus ; and their numbers, with those of t}ie Jamites, were cmi^tM 
to surpass the Qreek and lUtin commupjoni.(3) Twenty«ffve u^re^ 
politans or archbishops, composed $eir hieraeimy; but several of these 
were dispensed, by the diatahce apd danger if tim Way, ftom thwduty 
of personal attendance, on the easy condition thas m years they 
should testify their faith and^bedience to the or patriarch m 

Babylon, a vague spoliation, which haa been mtceessiyriy applied to 
the royal seats of ^eurif, Cteiuphs^, and Bagaao, These remote 
branches are long emue wijdieiod,,em theiuold j^triardi^ is 

now divided by the JSS^g^of MospI^lhO r^reseatsdiveeb fbfeost hslU 
neal descent, of the genuine and jprl&itive^suceesaion, the JWjpdr of 
Amida, who are reconciled t^ the churph of fiQm^(^) thp /wmsonr 

^ » % 

(1) In Us lonfi progress to Ifoinl^ Ivnisafenh^ome, 9tt* ttis story of Presier John evapo- 
rated In a moitstrous nUe, of wbiota somo mures bnve been borrowed Uoui Um Lanin of 
liilbet, (Hist, Geiiealogiqne des Tarutas, p«^S. p. d2 Hisb de Genglscan, p, See ) and wero 
igttoniMUr translierred by tbe Foitiiguese to tbd efiiperor of Abrssifiia iLudcm. Htet. 
Atbtop. Commeirt. iib^ 11, 0 l,) Yet it Is probable ibaL iu the eleventh and twdlfl^ centu- 
riesi Nestoiian Cbrbtianltr wan nraAesed by tb* bold er Konitan. (d*Herbeka^ p. iS|»SlS« 
am Aseenaiiiilt tom |f^ p* i6S<» jM y 

(9) Tlie Cbriaiatiity of cbma, between tbe seveuth and the tbiiteenib centair, invincibly 
proved by the consent of Cbhteset Aitblan, syrlae, and Latin evidence (Asaemml, Bib- 
lioth, Ortem tom# Iv* p SOS-ddS. Medi. de I'Acadeinle des Intcrips. tom laa p Sot«-8tS ) 


MIIV# t 

fraud. 


tlb< 


(3) jncoidtm ft NestoHaom niures qunvOmiibtm LattnL Jbeeb a Vitria<% plat HlereseL 
[», 11 e. 7B p4>ldS5. In tbe Gmta Del per tamos, Tbp nembers if# «tai by Htnamnik, 


Otocinliaede rBglMf. tom. I. p. 173, 

(4) llie division or the p^i^chaie may be tmoediu the WbJiotbeca OrlenL Of A ss t iiinnrt , 

^ 1 taw ffAie at mil dhflW m dfl^^diUlf Otabn let «a^ 


i. p dS^-SSL tom. 11. p. 497 »c, tom, ilL p COS. p, Cil«-CS3 imn Iv, p. ) 

0 p cds-’^psp, tec, 

(5) Tbe pompous langnage of Roine» on tbe submission of a NestorUm palriareb, to ele* 







9M THE PECUNfi AND FALB 

Van or Qfrmia, whooe i«volt a| the of foartv tihoumid families^ 
tvMpromoteaint^sixtooatheedt^bjrtkeSo^ Pea^ Tho 
nttmW of three hundred fhouMiad le aOrned ^r the ivtiole body of the 
Neetoriaiis. who, under 0ie daM»' iKf Chaldeans or AwyriAtUh are eon- 
founded wuh the meet leenoed or the most powerful nation of eastern 
antiquity. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Accord^ ie tAe the vaa preached in 

India by St. Th^maa^lT* Al tiie and of theniw century, his shrine;, 
perhapir ^ the deMtoomood of Madras was devoutly vitited by the 
ambassedote of ASEed, and th^rcdurnrwm a eargoof pearls and ^ices 
rewi^ol the MdTol^tiiel&iigMldt monam, who entertained the largest 
projects of ^rade and diieovery.(9) ' WKlitf the Portuguese first opened 
the nhvigalioa of Indky i^e Christians of 6t. ThoniBS had been seated 
for ageson the ooast of Malabar, and ^e dtfierence of their eharacter 
;snd eidoinr attested tibtewistiise of a fcweign race. In Bum, in arts, 
and possibly in Virtue, they ercetted the nauves of Hindostau : the hus- 
baamaxi oultlVaM the j^n&>tree, the merchants wereonriched by the 
pepper«lirad% the.SolAeiw^recedea^ihe natVs or nobles of Malabar, md 
their heredit^j^videges were jrespeeted by the gratitude or the fear 
of the J^ng of Godiin and the SSmioain himsdf. !Phey adcnowledged 
a Genteo sovereign j but ^bey were governed, even in temporal con- 
cems, the bishop ii Asoffomfi^ Hostili asserted his anc^t title of 
Metropolitan of lndia> but hk tbA jurisdictionwas exercised in fourteen 
huiwed fdiordies, and he was ii^rasted with the core of two hundred 
thousand souls. Their religion wquH haVe rendered them the firmest 
fmd*moHit cordial allies of the Portmpiese> but the inquisitors soon dig- 
ceme4 in the Christians of SU ThSaas, the unpardonable guilt of he- 
resy and schism. Instead of owning themselves the subjects of the 
Roman Pontiff, the spiritual and temporal monarch of the globe, they 
adhered, like their ancestors, to the eonmiunion of the Nestoriw pa- 
triarch ; and the hkhops, whom he mfdained at Mosul, traversed the 
dangers of the sea and land to reach their dioceses on the coast of Ma- 
labitf • In their Syriac litorgy, the names of Theodore and Nestonus 
were piousk commemorqteo^: they united their adoration of the two 
peiuons of Christ ; the title of Mother of God wag offensive to their 
ear, and they measured with scrupulous avadee the honours of the Vir- 
gin Mary,«whom ihe^superstitioii of the^atins had almost exalted to 
the rank of a Goddam. When her image was first presented to the 
disciples of St. Thomas, they indignantly exchdmed, We are Christians, 
" not iddaiars T and their simj^e devotion was content with the vene- 
ration of the cross. Their separation from thb western work! had left 
them in ignm^nce oi the improvements or corruptions of a thousuid 
years; ai^ their eonfi>rmity with the fisi^ and praclke of the fifth 
cental^, would equally disi^point the prejudices of a Papist or a Pro- 
testant. It was the mt care of the mmisters oi Rome to intercept all 
oOrreapondence with the Nerahiapi puQdi^, and several <ff his Mshopa 

Tim isdim iBliiiotMfy8«.Tbi»tta>K«ti sposUeja UaalmMi, ar m SmoihuiBiwchiiit. 

«r M^poiir, « laWM tNMaiSdrab (WAswOe. Be- 

nheie tSe Pojrtuguwe ftniiM iitklmpt cSarct vuStr 

«h« natitM wnI «lMW OwftMM pttfkmvS an miial UK 

(t) fiStter the ttttbor of tho SexoS Chroeide, (A. D. S88 ) ner Wintim of Mainieebiiry, 

(de 0^« aetmu AasUn, Uh* |l. e.> i. were ceptSAe, In the iw^l|h eeiiituy. of In- 

venttssmiiwUMnsanr NKt; therere teeapEle^ expCMotthe taotMwe 
Amedi tntf ihelrbeur nohce Mrvee oaix to iirofmhe our eartoiilpb whUemof UeliiiMiNirjr 
feeb the dfMcdltr of tiie eotorpriie, ooed eultle in hoe lecele loltetvr i titd 1 etetoit •scpeec 
tbn liie huglUhtiitliaiiidore coUe^thelr oMfo and inseDd la Bsmt The r«^ aatt - ^ 
not ciurirbed bU Otoaise (aee iSirriifilOB i MieoeUWkifO WMb ta Indleii at wdH m a < 

■ttviMi vo|age.r 
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was assaulted oy the |«»inr«r of ^ P«li(fiim, the a^^^ pf IlielleMN/ 
and the seal of Ale^do of Ooa> Ih WpeiSBQ]^ 

visitation of tiie o^ of MaJ||ai?» !Pia m^d Of at whfdb 

he presided^ ooasnnwiniteit the {ttns ^ik of the repnioll^iiad r_ 

^pr-T. A#' 

‘'l^ewMoirpof^rh^ 

Malabar was redaeed oiider JblbMcm^ ^ F 

and of the Jesuits^ ^Ao Invalid fhe 

Sixty years cfaervBude and {HMwitly ehditred ; hutae 

soon as the Portui^aete emplm wtM mdceAliy the eomge and Must^ 
of the Dutch^ the Nestociansassertedi %lth vigour aiid,efeet» therelt' 
gion of their others, . The Jesiuta were incapal^ of defending the 
power whidi they had ahusedi^the adnsof forty theMuid ChrhrtiaRs 
were pointed against their faUiag tyrants : and the Indiaitardideacon 
assumed the character of Hah^ w a fiaeaheupidy of. fflfte 
and Syriac missionaries eould haohtahiedwnn tto of joahl^oii. 

Since .the expulsion of the Portugn^ tiie IS'estorian creed i« i 
professed on the coast of Malabar^^rhe trading eompanies of HoUdO 
and England are^the friends of ioleratiigl : hut if oppresslonkheiets 
mortifying than eonten^^ ^theOMtUsmiif St^ Thomas havu xm^on 
to complain of the cols and i^nt Indlnhrenee of thrir bletitfmt of 
Europe.(l) * , 

11. The history of the Monoph^tes is less copious and interesting 
than that of the Nesterians* UndiPthe reigns of Zeno and Anastnsiua^ 
their artful leaders surprised^he ear of tfo prince^ usurped the thrones 
of the eaat^ and erusbM on its nariye soil the achool the Syrians. 
The rule of the Monophysite faith was defined with exquisite dispretiea 
by Severusj patriarch of Antioch ; he coifdemned^ in the style of the 
Heiioticon^ the adverse heresies of Nestorius'-«nd Eutyeh^, main* 
tained against the latter the reality of the body of Christy mid con« 
strained the Greeks td allow that he was a liar who spoke the 
truth.(52) But the approximation of ideas could not abate the vehe- 
mence of passion ; each party was the more astonished that their blind 
antagonist could dispute on so trilling a difierence ; the tyrant of Syria 
enforced the belief of his creeds and his reign was polluted with the 
blood of three hundred and fifty monks^ who were slain^ not 
without provocation or reristanc6> under the walk of Apam6a.(3> The 
successcHT of Anastasias^ replanted the orthodox stanwd in tlm east ; 
SeveruB fied into Egypt: and his friend the eloquent XenaiasX^) who 
hadoscaped from the Nesterians of Persia, was sufioested in ms exile 
by the Melchites of ^Paphlagonia. . Fifty-four bishops were swq^i from 


(1) Concernlnff the ChrUtUui of Si. Tboms#, see Asieminni)«« SlUioUi. Ortoic. tout. 
Iv. p. 991 -407. 435..^1. Gedden’s OtMtrcir HUtory of Malatni i and; aSova aft, U Cruc«, 
Hiatoire da CbrUtiauaine. da» Itidat# ia two *«rta» ISmo. La Havt, 1759, s J^arped and 
atcreeutda woit. They luva dOtWS from tlie siiiie tb«^ Pi^it|aeie and ttaliaii 

nanativaa ; uid the pit|udicee of the leautcs are' dumcleutly corrected hy those of tiit 
Frotesiattts. 

(S) OiOv ti 

p. 9^947. 

as ) Who ehclaittic pemapetoo hasfiry, •* 

ed (Hist. PatflSrcS. Alet p* ) the ortentat iechniit of Severas ; and hhaathentfe 

creed may be fonnd Iti the i^le of yotrS the Jacohlie, patrianth of Bulloch, in the tenth 
ceutnri, to bti broiber HemiM of Alexandria. (Awentan. BlMifie. Drtenc. tom. U. p. 
laS-Ml.i 

ell, 

tht 

“( 4 >*AtMOianni, (SlblloL Orldtti. tom. li. p. lO-m.) and U Croi#, jrChrtat;Miiiiie d*E^ 
ttiiope, P. ae ..40 ) wUI Ottppty tbeHiiatory of Xeuaias or Phttoxenaa, bUbop of V 
fli«t.tpoli 8 » III Syria. He was a perfect master of the syrlac hmpiace, and the 
editor of a versloii of the New tcstaiMent. 


i the aalber or 
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fiiiBir tlufonds, 

deprived of their die^ 
dr polsonefL In 
anamitted^arid^ 
JamdeBentde^ _ , 
a ikialliar liOBii£ yrl 

from tite Mtt# In^iduRtttj 

arjrtrw]eSM!mm 


.the miringr &dttmi irmrevived^ 
l^urg oTa^onk : and the name of 
to til# luymlat^ of J^cobtie* : 
naSum t)]^# cfffW an JBngCah reader. 
Aeir prison of Ck)nataiitli) 0 file 9 he received 
asik and ^pdRtle ol the eaet>.and the ordi- 
A hiidiopa^jpeftB^ and deaeons^ la derived 
aojoroe. ^tS$ ffned of the aealone miesion- 
»tat di^nnedanes of"a devout chief of the 


Arabs : the doctrino im4 ^isdpiiiie of the Jaoobitea were secretly esta- 
blished to the doip&toiis of duattoimi | and each Jacobite was compelled 
to vidato the Inland to hato the Itomanlegisla^ The successors of 
g ev e it BB , while thpy lurked to convents, or vlUages, while they sheltered 
their prosiddbed hoMs to toe cfvenis of hermits, or the tents of the 
Saracens, still hsberted, as they now assert, their iadefeasihle right to 
the title, too rant, and the Btotos^ves, of too patriarch of Antioch : 
under toe milder yoke of too Inlfipab, iiaej reside about a league from 
Metdto, to the pleepant tomsastoi^ df Zmaran, which they have om- 
beS^hbd with cdla, a^Mo^a^jdantat^ The secondary, toough 
honourable, pilaee is fined hy^O|»spdrton, who^ to hto station at Mosul 
itself, defies the Nestoriau CwQb/ic with whopi he oqptests the supre- 
macy of the east. Under toe patriaich, and the Maphrian, one hundred 
and fifty ardhmshops and bid%p8 hiiro been counted in the different ages 
of the Jacobite ehurto ; but toe order of the hierarchy is relaxed or 
dissolved, aud the greater part of thrir dioceses is confined to the 


tmg wmen Dotn tire mergy o&a uuty umtam net oiuy irom nesn or eggs, 
hot even from 4he taste of wine, of oil, and of fish. Their present 
niimbots esteemed from fifty to fourscore thousand souls, the remnant 
of a pojpulnus church, uhich tous graduetty deCrOssed under the oppres- 
sion of torelve centuries. Vet to that long period, some strangers of 
nserit^va been converted to toe Mom^yrite faith, and a Jew was the 
fatoer of Abulpharagiua^fd) primate of m east, so truly emtoent boto 
to his .lift and deato. In his life he was an*elegaiit writer ^ toe Sy- 
riac and Arahic tongues, a poet, physidan, mi historian, a ttahm 
pljdlosopher, and a moderate divm. In hia death, his funmrsl was at- 
tended oy rival the Nestorian patriarch, wito a train of Greeks and 
Armenians, who forgot thdl^disputes, and mingled their tears over the 
grave of an enemy. The sect which honoured by the virtues of 
Abulpharagius, i^pears, however, to sink below the levri of their Nea- 
torian bretorem The supSrst^n of the Jatobitotti more abject, toeir 


1 * 

m TSe BAnwi snd ttOM or saH<>ttr blaSops^ wbo were oxlloS w preiervtd In 

ttm Ctivrioto or SmcaiMi. tow li« p. Ai.) Soyttnq^iu pewnmlly luawDoiind 

to due# C»r* usenmrt. (Bivv. e. iQ IrtotoiiSMo wIflitSe cut 

ook» toS i* o ^ > T|i« prusent piU^lareh did iiOpiiay to sssmliie the clUlb^ 

ndwmwksl revoSiCM itSwd Sjr 1 h of Soimnetar of too year 

518 li pw 5P6 ; 

(i) lee ptotero histoTy of iai»es,«r JocoiNn SaradaMiO, of Zannluo, miy bo oiuhored ftotii 
Lotyebiiis, CAltoid tom li p %ii 147«> (HUf. SstTbircli. Alev, p 183 ) mul Ao* 

ftouMuinu*^ (JUlHtot. >Ortem. to«i' W p W it. p SS-m. p*. 414 tom. til. p. 

585 >588 ) He oeoma to M pnkiiovrit to too Oi^Shi. Itw Jo^bM tbow»elve« Ind ratber 
dodnee tboir iionM* and podixrcO from $t lamet ibO -apoktlo. 

(5) I be acLOttutof h» |H>rton Riid vritinxs » iwtitbpetoo ijiitot corioui article in the Stb 
)i >ih€ca of AMcniaimne Ctom ii p i44«32i nmlcr toe Hamt; of Gresonua Bnr Hebraiite.) 
I n i ro/e (CliuitiauUtne d'tabiove, p 53-<-63 ) lidtcnlei tbe pfejttdite of ibe Spabiard* ^Isit 
tot Jewish bloody which aevretl) defiles their thurcb and elatt. 
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fasts more 
their doetoMhT*^ 
remote ime^ ^ 
lowed forMf^- 
superior limiie 
opla, ihoJwlHle 
or ^eir pmWM^o 
are w<mntibp(^oe|me 
patriarch u teseniw 
government of men, wiisii ‘ 
prejudices of the cjoisi^* ’ 
HI. In the style of 
age are describea undejf the 
has been insensibly irom "" 


i^dk^lilksfitTarf 

w,(S) ftlWIlM i^iia 

a horodt to a monibBtery, from a 
monastery to a natimi. Mhnoii* a l^t^Wvage eentiuy, 

displayed his rdigidns m^hess in Syria ; the rival of Apamoa 
and jEfmesa> disputed his relics^ a stated Ohurch Was emoted otthis toiab> 
and six hundred of his disciples imitow ioutiiry 0(^ on the hanks 
of the Orontes. On the ccmtit^iM^ w w incarnation^ thmr nied^ 
threaded the orthodox line between of Nestorius and Anty^ 

ches ; but the unfortunate question Or enh 4oQl ot operation in 
natures of Christ was generated by tb«lr eu^us Msute^ Thehlj^rdii^ 
lyte^ the emperor Heradius# was ti^mib0rW^ 

of Emesa ; he found a refuge in the of his blrethren^ and 

their theological. lessons wera repaid wlqa ihe gifoof a spamoue and 
wealthy domain. The namp and do^no'of tills yenerable school were 



r ‘.ecailaea1> and east into the4ietii(l»)l A 
persecution ioont converted the nnresistiiw 


Hould submit to be hewn i 

lar or a less cruel mode or * ^ - ^ 

subjects of the plain^ while the glorious titie Of i8hf*diK|sr);(d} or reh<{« 
was bravely maintained by thejiardy natives m Mount tiibanus. 

Maron, one of the most lekmed and popular4tf the monks, assuaisd ^0 
character of patriarch of ^Antioch; his nejjdtew Ahhihihn, at 'the head 
of the Maionites, defended their civil and refigioiii fo^om'agtinet 
the tyrants of the east. The son of tlm orthodox Constantine pursued, 
with pious hatred, a people of soldiers, who m^ht have sfood ^ bul- 
wark of his empire agamet the comnton' foes of Christ and of Rome* 
An army of Gr^s invaded Ryria ; the humatery of St* '’MaTod was 
destroyea With lire ; thehnivest ohieftaine wero Ihitrayed andinnrdered; 
and t w^ve thousand of thtir followers were transplamed to the distmit 
frontiers of Armanis and Thraee. Yet the humole nation of the Ma- 
roiates has survived the empire CoiiBtesitino{de^ and tiioy siOjl enjoy 


(1) Tbit exc«eflve abttinesce U cemsr^d by U Croze, (p. ZSf.) uid sreo hy ite S/rhui 
Atie^BSiu, <lonu i. p SSS. totti II. p. SSS, 505 ) 

(2) Tho tltto of tbe MoHoplifcHM is eit««ltc»iw in • (Usiertstloa it tin bSglo- 

nliif of tse seviuid votnpie of AtWWiiA'*** wiHch SohwM otw btiaulred lUd Ibili^two piffei. 
ihe Syrtpo CbOwlcIo of Oioipt^W^SoSrttis, ^ AbMptmi^fM, (aiMU4. 0%it. toSTii. 
p. dSl.*-4m*) pursiei ibe do«Me series of tbc gestomsi ibnMln asd tbe mipliriKtis of 
the JleQOavSf 

(5) TN syooiiliiioas vse of tlie two words myr be pnlseil trom UiftretlM, (Animl tom. 
li. p fot. m smo md mmy stabliar pMcea wbleb smiy «a found in ttie metbodlicnl in- 
bie ef Pocook. Me was not aecaaied ky m prejudice attisst tbe Maroulies of ibe tenOi 
cenuirr ; aid wfk mar teUsfn « siekirtfe,, Wbcdo twitaMuy to edsemd by tbe iicoblim 

ftfid r^tluB 


(i) C^ih tom. ¥». p. m tbu Monotheltie 
Usta by cottfOnWni, « Syfinuprt^^Aj 
CS) Tbenpbsoei fCbmn. p. md, SOS* « ^ 
the Mploitt of Ike Matdilcea: tie itaem (Ward. 
Horn, Voyage de la Syrto, tom. II. p. tbe 
srb/eBS. no. 5. 4) t-* ~ 


MW anepoiwd wMb drmnesaand tub. 

I smr SPS.) fb. 457. ei(K> nMea 

‘lard. In Syriao msellavit) is earned ky.toi 

, I datet are Sxed by (A D. W. so. 

a. BT. «KI. in*. 0 , ^ / aiHl even the ekecnre story of the patftor^ Jobn ttotmi (Aaseman. 
Bibllot. Orieut. tom. I. p. iSS-bSS.) Uhiiiiates Oom the year SBd to 707 , Ute troebtoa of 



fmmxjm fall 


tbteir Jr«iilA 
TMrdameitie | 
p«j(iai«t€fa^io]id8f 
mf AfilaiM^I 1 
pritttafj wliQ retals^i 
dfoiiel 


^^^^StrSifeShiSe 

liMwl^ i&e 011^8 
id^from thc'Tidge of 

«9!^ eif&i^ iOre^ the Eoly 

iiww,(l) td'^the vine, the mulbew, 

vidlef* jSii^ twelfth century, the 

Maeomj^ wltuliv AMKP^Oth^te ei^i^ere reooncUM to the IiAtin 
dmfi^ Cif^]bt^cSII|tNr|^^ W the tsme aUUmce has been fire- 
queally fenewed ^ wimitioii of the popes and the distress of the Sy- 
rians, Bat it tniqr reasoiuwfy he qucitioM^ whether their union has ever 
he^ perfisct lersiiieexo; and f&iWned Maroniteeof the college of 
Kcfme have vainly laboured to absolve thdr ancestors from ihe guBt of 
here^ and sdbiiia,(S) 

IV« Sffice the age of Constantltte> the AaifsNiAMs(^ had signalized 
thdrettachment to the feli|g|Oii a^ inspire of the Christians. The 
disorders of their oOuhtrg, and thilr %norance of the Greek tongue, 
m vented their dergy from assisting at the mod of Chdeedon, and they 
doatddeighty-fbiir year8,(&) fn astateof indiiSrenoe or suspense, till their 
vaoantfaith wasd^y occupM hy UkO missionaries of Jumn of Haliear- 
nasBusXd) who, in Egypt,. commifm exile, had been vanquished by 
the ammenta or the influoned'of hid zivd Severbs, the Monophysite 
m^riam of Aatiodi, T^ Armenians alone are the pure disciples of 
Entyches, an unfortunate parent, Who has beenyenounced by the greater 
pari of his sphitual progeny, thby alone persevere in the opinion, that 
the manhood of Christ was eteated, or existed without creation, of a 
divine and inooiwiptlble substance. Their adversaries reproadi them 
wHh the adoration of a phantom ; and th^ retort the accusation, by 
deriding or eiteerating the oiaspheiny of the Jacobites, who impute to the 
9pdhi^ the vile ii&mities of the fiedi, even the natural effects of 
nutrition and digestion The religion of Armenia could not derive 
much glOry from the learning or the power of its inhabitants The 
royalty ezjnred with the ori^.nf their sdblsm ; and their Christian 


'(X) Iir dw lipl 4iAn|tiry twenty Iwfs esdan ifill itmalurd, {Vow de la Roque, tom 1 p. 
m«*7S,)«tpf««iiiitKyflt«»Sii«e<tlDanirorSfe. (Voloey,tom I p. soi.) these trees ao 

^ — ^ — iparlpgly borrowed 

they wen 


^Utmm Ml seriomni were narCed Oy etcttsmmleailop t 

for smnUrasaeiL Ac. aa MUMWi 
by m* ayrititt mtB « bentitiire 
llwia Ubsma ti test foUfaC ‘ ' 

BlvibtM<Hi dartof nctapbot 1 


5 a} 


wen endowed 
«Dow, to which 
opacum Adnmque 


Hilt In ptitto Del per Praneoi, lib. xxjU c. 
Ulemolyi 


is de Vttnr. Ulemolytn Hb. I), c 77 p. 

^..,ivUbU» WiWerdfibe Fraaln, and AbelpImragUi 

(wbo died in ISSS) conildert the Maronitei u n sect of MlouoibeUtes (Bibtiut. Orient, tpiu. 
lU P 109.) 

(S> t and a dbiertptton and bUtory of the MsOndiei to the Voyage de Ut Hyrle el de Went 
Ljtott par la Roqiie,^ m Mil. la tfoiie. AMfiieRtoa, 179S« MfUeeluty tww. I p. 

m->l&l.toin ii p 10-190/ A the aitdtM pift, twevphntfae prejadlm erKairoiiLniid 
the et)ier Marapiiceit tMoe, wbleh Aaieitoiidit to aOiUWto lenodnce, and atjtoiiied to lap* 
port. .tobtoiiiWjflniiitrt. Hbt. Chrtot. temlH. »/m) Ulebehr, (Veyige de I'Atabto, «o. 
tebi If p Sto 870~^.)a»d, above all, the iudielevt Vpluey, (Vvyageen bgypteeienSine, 

bylACiPto^ Cni%ddehn«t.de 
riUbioiwei 4t UAm^e. p. 980-4OS ) Ut tofora to the grate ArmeiOMii mtowyet Ottmns, 
5 fptoS awl eomuwtda ibeitaw oT dmepto to JR tobd ^b»c 

of the UeeveMt Meswiito dee Jditototi ds Lmnt, The worker n jetollBtoto towe^steriiiig 

*”(9) nM^waelfTSt^ivw ptootAtlglMy^itf ymn tfter the jotidR tf ttoleo. 

dttii.CPasf.€iltHto.lid4.IKsa») ttwtio^Meniu^ 

It it from the year eC ObrUtaM thto we due toe eittif the JUtoettoM- 0’Art de verMer 
lei ttotes, n. 3o.) * 

(6) The aenumeou and aqotoN of JuHm pT HtlicaRiOiittwwp be aeeirln 
e lo ) ftm«det,<Hlat. Vatrimwto diet. p. Odd AtoNMism. (RtUM. Orinc. 

tom 11. Liitaertto de Uoa^ysltla, « S p* S86 ) 



09 umaavtjiftmpdlSi. sm 

Cii^j^ «twb 

mttm 

wj^litiuiilljilli «r i g i li ii io tt» 

fttam iMi^lml^liMli 

often {ffellBirnti^tlierwN»4|to >»^* '< t^ j 

they ttOYOfttlyiliiite the ofcwyiijMiN^ 

sient tmifioi with the liuttfidi^ralt IM w^wNl N^ iltei^/^ Ihoq- 

sand hiidiope udictn thehr^ ] 9 eeaiidilr^‘^o^^ m §Mk e^ ^ Remen 
ponti£(l) CettMik or^prtty te tilt o# ^ Aittwtoiiihe Mldee fti t^e 
menoet^ of £in«ttiielii, ihid^ ^^l^aYty^ten ttdSt^ 

bishops^ each of #hom^mw obedieoeo of fbur tut 

frag^s^ ai^e eonseerated by hie haqid ; bat th# fa)^gveal»r peirt a^' 4 aily 
titolar prektes^ whodlgnd^ end eendoethe^-* 

plioity of hia oottst* )ei^ pn^onml ^ 

cultivate the gavdeu ; and omr hear Wil^ aurpviae^ 

austerity of their Me incremeio the e^ 

rank, iu the fomwxwe thoUiidaw tewtieor vMa^ea^df Ids cpMtcMil^elib* 
pire^ the patriaa^ recoiveba eoisfl and^j^unta^ tatl §f0a jwrtdii 
above the age of dlieeu j but the aimiuil dinoont of dit huiuih^lS^* 
sand <»owna ia imiiMoieiit to bupj^Y the ioeeseant AOnttOdaef ehaHty 
and tribute. 9 inee the beffinnlBg or huh ceatutf$^^e AnnOOlfti^ 
have obtained a large and lucrative share Of tiie eemmMee^of #b 
in their return &om £urop 6 > the caravan usually halts In j 0 ie 
bourhood of Erivhn ; the al{|srs are enrithed ^th riio UnulfW their 
patient industry rand the ialllrof Euty^ea kpreaohsilIgWNiMir recent 
connegations of Baibary and l^dand.(h) ' 

V. In the rest of the Komaa empire^ ^e deifrollsm 
eradicate or silence the’^aeStasies of en otaumitstts cree£'ftuiV%ee^i^yi!e^ 
temper of the Egvptiaiis maintained their'^opperitleil to ^br*S]lhe§ Of 
Ohalcedon^ and toe p<dlcy of Justlliian condescended 
seize the opportunii^ of disosnh The'Mmmphyritd 
andriaCl) was torn by the disputes of^e cotyapm^f and mc^rrii^thU*; 
and on the death of the patriarchy the twov factions nphsB their fe- 
spectivo candidates.f^ Qfdan was the diaoipk of Juhan^ mieodtosi|ni 
had been the pupil ot Bevornet the daitjpslof ihe dmner were sappurted 
by the consent cur the monks aad senators of ihedityaisdtlie pifteSiioe; 
the latter depexided <»i ^ priority'll hia Ov^patlon^ the favOUt^ the 
empress Theodora^ and the arms of the eutiuoh Kdrseirj which 
have been usedm more honourable warfare. The exile of thwpepi 3 ar 
caitdidate to Cwrthage and 8 ar<hnia inilaxited the ferment of Aleim^ria; 
aitd> after a schism of one hundred and seventy years^ the OnimiUf$ 
stiUr Ireyered the memory and dootrhie of their founder. The gtrai| | ri > 
of numbers and of discird^ was tried in u deiq^mute and bloo^^-< 
diet ; riie streets wme dlied withthw^eadhodieaof citiaens aadetlMUr; 
Jie {done womeit aeeending riie rsoohi o£^the hotmei^ showered down 
every Aarp ot ponderous ^utensil Oh the heads of the enemy j aiui the 
final victory of Naraea was owing to the fiamea wiA whi A he wasted 


fl> 8wft rMmrtaiiee^AMt oTtiw nMUfOi In tlrilft^wr HitcOif CtonJuwCp. 
ssa.)' Y«t tOrMflntii^ri MiVf Vtiottiir CUAwt % % wTiAil* flUtacnt) aiul ilnfilSl 

in tlie eoavnnlon Cf the ArmeniiHieMXmtfvi mnfu^ 


in the eeavenlon Of the ArmehiatteM^«pev< ttnfuiim eAfidlN. 

(S) the trevemif AmeBliShaifein tfte Owr^. iWU thetr meeiei^^ 

IliWIhehtrb ram hefwem CeitUiinOn^ eiia limlAtlWiaeir rraktht 

S iLu% BvaiitflU, ae. e. m a meeHiM^ (Kb. It. e. 4<U thetOth, li a #•> 

tefovt, (wureSO.) end. ehora tA\, Teramier, (tesu l. p. 
teh, who had reeanmiiff, b»t had teen m wneb and ee wdl 
te> The tieiefry ef die AWxeMrtea patnarekt Oom Oioeeorta to BeiOamin ttUhottfrom 
Remwdot. (p. IH— lOi t ftM the tecend tome oi the AnhaU of entychhii. 

(4) Liherat. Brav. «, tO~CS. \ Ictoi. Chrotu p 319, 330. Piocop. Auecdot, c. t6, 97 
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" predecMBOrs, Atliam^% mid IMMearttb ' Awth a am Ut Hu 

'*tom«ofIieoiwdtiieqnRil«t?CbriceiloBt Ajn*^l«m «» lA 
" bwe» thwtMawatf ■Pw«iid fer.B » i Jmi i» 

" Let Htm wInhWIIM, Ujornm an* vxk 

cqwfortiaf Ul 

in <ix 

t 1 i& 


tlie ^ ^ 





asassasfergb. 

if«if ftB«ir«iWfltg^ an^tiNllelMika- 
U» (iv^ veigatd !Rl)l*4W)oai4WlH( af 





throng y«l in tli6 boaopi^ 
deaths Apolliliptfb i 
joy wm dieokod by 
joyed the weeltli of 
Thebats^ aod wm »ialntoi«ed . 
A peroetual8UiMHiM!«on<i|f 
and tfie Monopby^iO dtuMiea 
name of Jacobites and Hie eo 
faiths which has been condnoAto 
fused over the mass of the ^ 
unanimously^ r^eeted the di 
sand years were now elapsed 
since the oomiuerors of Ada 
necks of a people ifhoi^aii 
the records of tlie 


But the mam 

. 

^ tMid eeeseA^he a kftgdinii^ 
y had tnm^ on Ihemgy 
jifeiwd 

some sparks of tbey atj^ireAlH^ 

the manneiw andlanguegeof Hie Gre(dki Mekhlte^ la Hieieeyes, 
was a stranger, evmy Jaoobke a Htfkjsmmm of baarnege^ the 

offices of humdhity> were oondamite#1iS daacQ j sin ; Hiejiidivwrc^ 
nounced all allegiaooe to themperor j mi him orders, at a dManee 
from Alexandria, were oheyedKIiHy und^ the pressure mmfMmpy force* 
A generous effort might have redeemed the rd^ion and Hb^ypf Bjo^pt, 
and her six hundred mStiasterifr might have poured forth their nmaw 
of holy warriors, from whdui death ahouMhave no terrors^ 1^ 
had no comfort or dehghh But experience has proved ^e mstiimticni 
of active and passive ooiMge ; the ^oatio whd endures wltiiout a 
groan the torture ^ r^ mr the slake, would tremble and By before 
the face of an arelgd mwy* The ptudUaaimous temper of the i%yp^ 
tians could only hem (kit a Hiange of masters : the arms of Chosroee 
depopulated the land ; yet underlHa rei^ the Jacobites enjoyed a Jidiort 
and precarious respite. rnkfoty of HttraoUue renewed hnd 
vated the persecution, anAthe petrian^ kgaiii escaped ihrom' AHmiSdria 
to the desert. In his d^tmBmdlhsht wa»^ avhloe, tHihdiv 

bade him expect, at the enS of ten year% m mA ^ a mAion, 

marked like the Bgyptkna themseives with the fu&eient rite & 4^reiini^ 
rision. The character of thesrdetiverers, and the nature of do** 
liverance^ will be hereafter exphnned ; and 1 shall step over the interval<^ 
eleven centuries to observe the present misery of the Jacolntea of Bgypt. 
The ponalous city of Cairo affords a rc^denoe or rather a shelterlor 
their kmgefi patriarch, and aremnant <Hf ten Udiops : fhrty moiUMdefles 
have sumviri thp inroads of the Arabs | and the progress of Serritdde 
and apojStaoy has reduced the Coptic nation to the des^^bW^umber 
of twenty^nve or thirty thottsand families ;(1) a race of illiterate beg*- 

O) Tiils stnamr it tiim itm ISt edHsm IteeberefaM «ur tet lOnptlesfSI let Clilitolt. 
flWD. «• p. IWi 195.) tmS »|»p 0 Krt jsw l^mWe tbtg % atn «r 

tifiiten UwrttBil modem. Coi^ of demelB Orwri, . 


Cylw Utenr. mslsaiiMiK sNtmdl oi 


OreeML tiifeul. 

1^) Oie inott . 

vofc. m. 


Ivt Old troXirtu edit St«aac9 Uvotmto oa»ox«tfK» af NoSiWa j 
tiret«MHtof cofttemp^Cnibrtd. Lim fitutgell^wj 



m thb decline and fall 

wliosd <ml)r coDuiolatl^ U derived flrom tlie aoperior wretchedness 
of the Greek patrhtr<di and hie diiaiimllve oou^r^ga^li.(l^ 

VI. Hba Coptic patriare^^ » rebel p the Cmm, a Mavh to the 
khaliffify etHl g&ried in tLa obediChoe of Hdtipi of Nubia ami 
Ethiopia. & repaid homage W aiegnifj^f thOiP araatceee ; ai^ 
It was coldly aaseHM they could hriog into hSd d Ihttidiied 
thousand horse wUh an e^pud numher of eein^|(^) that ihcdr hand 
oduM poUr he raelr^a wat«reoftheNi|e;(§>imdihei)eaoeand 
plenty af Egjf^ db^ni^> even in this trevld>* by the intereesshm 
of the palidam^* Tn exile at Constantinople^ Theodosius reeotnmended 
to his paSSon^m tbe ocmversion of black nations of Nuhia^a) from 

the Jtropio c^ Canot^ to thh oonhnes of Abyssiaia^ Her detign wOs sus* 
fleeted and emnlaw by the more orthodox emneror. The rival mis- 
sionaries^ a MdehitO mi a Jacobite^ embarked at the same time ; but 
the etiipsessj fhnu a motive love or fear, was more effbctually obeyed ; 
mid the Catholic priest was detained by the prestdent of Thetmis, while 
the king of Nubia and his court were hastily baptised in the fiiith of 
DIoscorus# The tardy envoy of Justinian was received and dismissed 
with honour j but when he accused tiie heresy and treason of the Egyp- 
tians^ the negro convert was instrneted to reply that he would never 
abandon his brethim, the |rue btdievers^ to the persecuting ministers 
of the synod of Chalcedon.('l) Oaring several ages, the bishops of 
Nubia were named and coniw!|ratedb]rthe Jacobite patriarch of Aler- 
imdrla : as late as the twelfth Centtny, Christianity prevailed ; and some 
rites, some ruins, are still visiblb in the savage towns of Seimaar and 
Don^la.(o) But the Nubians at lem^h executed their threats of re- 
turning to the wmiiip of idols ; Jthe ciimdte required the indulgence of 
polygaihy^ and they havetosl^ "preferred the triumph of the Koran to 
the abasement of the cress. « A metaphysical religion may appear too 
refined for the capacity of the negro race : yet a black or a'parrot migfit 
be tau^t to repeat the toord^ of the Chdlcedon or Monophysite creen. 

Chr^ianity was more deeply rooted in the Abyssinian empire ; and, 
although the correspondence has been sometimes interrupted above se- 
venty OF a hundred years, the mother-cliiirch of Alexandria retains 
her colony in a state of perpetual pupilage. Seven bishops once com- 
]>osed the ASthiopic synod : had tneir number amounted to ten, they 
plight have elected an independent primate ; and oim of their kings v as 
ambitious of promoting his brother to the bodetioatical throne. But 


4. 1) TItt hintory of tfae Copts, ti»«b ntsmi*, 4r nioj J»e fonnd in tiie nt>bo Uo 

tittiHloi'tmailey work, noJtinir a tfanslatloit nor aS origliw ; tlio cfiKMilcou Onontalo t»f Vetei, 
n Jacobite; in the too vertioua of Abrahain Eoctieiltnsie, PtMris, I6S1, .mci Jo*tii siinon Ast>e. 
man, Vetiet. 17^. These aiiQfSi Sncetal i«o kiww tk|u^ the thbti eiair tmutry. 1 he mortr 
ree^ut abdoanu must be mrefaed fbr Iti chc Ctaireltei^ fhio l^ypt, and the Xmneaux Uemotres 
des Miesiofis da Levant. Ip the th%t csatatyi Jdlepli Ahtrdatiuis. a native ot Cairo, puhttsheU 
at 0^1 d, in tbbty iMgea, a slight Hietosia |d7 host ISfit 

<S) About the year 737. See tteiiaudoc, Hist.. PiUrhtiott> Alex. p. Elnifiriii, ^lisc 

. Hist. Atbiopic «t Chilhment. Hb. I. S'. viii. Uetiaiidot, Itbl. vauinrch.’tlex 
480, &t. This opinion, introdaced into Egypt and |:.urope by the srtidee of the i oi4i, tU; 
pride of the Ahyssiuiaus, Ide fear and Igttoraiice of the Tnris and Aieiia, has not the 
•embrnirouf inith. Iliendus of ^hiofM do Pot, lii the inetease alf the KHe, coUiiiU the 
wiU or She im^rehv If the river appr^lies at idsMia Ndtlrln ibiee days* JAamey of the 
Hed Sea (see ITAiixiUe’e maps), a e<Mial that shottid divers Ut coplM' would Uemtiiid, and 
dnost pinbabiy sarpassi the pamer ot the Cw-ats 
(4> lUe AlwMaihitu, who still preserve the feataies and olive is^plevlod ef the Ar^lis, 
aWord a proof that twotiMitt8.fiid )ears aie itot sniieietit lo tfhibdWfin edihheof Uie liatnaft 
rucdi 1 he ^<ubipHl,plld Atricau race, are pare iiegioes, as bfack ns Ui<is* of Senegal or Congo, 
fiiUi ist nosCe, thick Ups, and woolly hair (Sadhn. Hist* Natnrello, tout, v** p. 117. 113, 144, 
Ids. Sid. edit* tioio, I7d9.; I'be anqleiils tielield, withoul tturclt aUeuuoii, the extra* 
ojdliury pbeuoti^^n wMeb has exercised ^ phUoaophers add theoiogiatii of wodem times, 

A^m flAS is attested ^|hd elierif ai EdiisI, Ihlsely 


(4^ Atsemaisu BIbUot. Oriept toss, i p 
(d) The Chrillianity of the Nablaes, 


described under the name of the Miibtau iMiiipher.fp^ Ih )» w thetq as a nation 

! rays of hisUUlfat IlfHt tiwt twinkle fn ^e blUery Of fteuandot (p. 1 

2f4, S81. SWJ, 405. «4. f- * 


of Jacobites. The i 


I of histoHrat light tiwt twinkle fn ^e hlUory Of ftenandot (p. 178. SSti- 

. tel* 464 ), are all previons to this era. 8«f the modvin state ig the 

Littre^ bdldcautes (Hciuetl Iv.), and BuKhihg (tom. fk. p. 159— Idp, par itermiger ). 
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tiie evHit WM foreaeeB. tii* Ificmie »as Araitd ; Mtanpui idice 
lMabeea9rRda«S;rc(»l^t»tIwihiiM^(l) the wad antiior^ tits 
Abyittiniam priettoooA; tli0 suppiliM eaeh vhh an 

Egyptlamniw; c^iamter of 

bla in the w%9 of ^0 pooplO; lest dangfeious Gr ihoao of Aoipifeb. 
In tibia sixUi oentum wban the soibiRn of l^pt the 

rival ohiefes thm piaaroitt^ Jostiinian and Theodofa> eletifo te onb- 
strip eadi otiiov intho oonqtzoet of a remote dii4 provinee. 

The industry of the empress aga^ victoriousi and the pl^ Th^ 
dora has established in wat sequestered diurdi tihe Ihith ana discipline 
of the Jacohitesill) Enoofiipamed on all sides the enemies of their 
reliaion^ the JEthiopians de^ near a thousand yeme^ fsigittllil of the 
worldy by whom they were fbrgotteit. They were awakened hythe 
PortiWese^ who, turning the southern promontory of Afries, appeal 
in India and the Bed Sea, as if they had descended through the sdr fmn 
a distant planet. In the first mommits of their interview, the subjects 
of Rome and Alexandria observed the resemblance, rp&er than 
difference of their faith ; and eaeh nation expected the most linportant 
benefits from an alliance with their Chririian orethmi. In their londy 
situation, the .Ethiopians had almost relapsed into the savage life 
Their vessels, which had traded to Cbylon, saarcdy presumed to navi- 
gate the rivers of Africa ; the ruins of Axume were deserted;, the natimi 
was scattered in villages, and the emperor (a pompous name) was con« 
tent, both in peace and war, with the immoveable residence of a camp* 
Conscious of their own iiadi^nce, the Abyssinians had formed the ratS- 
onai project of importing the arts and ingmuity of Butope,*(8) and 
their ambassadors at Rome and Lisbo^hrere instructed to solicit a cdo- 
t\y of smiths, carpenters, tilers, masons, printers, surgeons, axkd physi- 
cians, for the use of their country. But the pul^ danger soon caUel 
for the instant and effectual aid of furms and soldiers to defend an on- 
warlike people from the Barbarians who ravaged the inland country, 
end the Turks and Arabs who advanced from the sea-coast in more 
formidable array. Ethiopia was saved by four hundred and lUFty Por- 
tuguese, who displayed in the field the native valour of Ruropeans, and 
the artificial powers of mutiket and cannon. In a moment of terror, 
the emperor had premised to reconcile himself and his subjects to the 
Catholic faith ; a Latin patriarch represented the supremacy of the 
[Hipe ;(4) the empire, enlarged in a tenfold proportion, was supposed to 
contain more gola than the mines of America; and the wildest nopes of 
avarice and zesl were built on the willing submission of tbe Christians 
of Africa. ^ 

But the vows which pain had extorted, were foresworn on the return 
of health. The Abyssinians still adher^ with unshaken constancy to 
the Monophysite faith ; their languid belief was inflamed ly tbe exer- 
cise of dispute ; they branded tbe Latins with the names of Arisns and 
Nestorians, and imputed the adoration of four gods to those who sepa- 

(1) Tbe ebnoa it Improperly difnlfled by the LMfmr oritb the UHe ef petnarcb* Tbe A bye 
niiuaneeokoowledfeoswy tbe four petriarebe, and their chief It ae more Urns f metO'poK 
tail, or saaoml mimute (Lodolpfa. Hiat JEthloplc. et Conmieat ilb ill e viu) The aevpii 
blatiopt ofUeuuttaot (p oil*), who exeited A D. list, are uttfcnown to tbe blatorlan. 

(9) 1 know not why Asiemattsot (Bibilet. Orient tom. U« p. S8i ) ahmtld call m qoestloii 
these prebeble mlaidone of Theodore Into NnhiH and Atthiopla. The tbeht Qotlcei of Ah)8- 
stiiia tli) the yearl^ ere aupplied by Reatadot (p. 956. 9il. 381, 988. 405 449, &c. 4W» 456 
463 475 . 480. 511. 615. 559. 564.) from the Coptic writer*, ffie mind of Ludotphu^ wh« a 
perfect bhiiik. 

(3) tudolph gift* ^tilop. UU It. e. 5. The most necessaiy art* are now exercised b> the 
Jews, and tne foreign trade 1* In the hand* of the Aimeolao*. What Otegory ftfinciitiiljiy ad- 
mired and eovled was the ludifitry of Buippe -ortes et opiScia, 

f4) Jo^u aeimudee, whose rdatton, pdnted at Ushoii, ]5C9« was translated luto Rn^b 
hy l^ircbaa, ^llgruus, bk vti, e.7< lh^,ac.> and fhmi thenee Into trench by La Close 
(Chtistianlsme d^M^pe, p. 9S-*a85 ). The piece Is cunowt hut the sulbor may he spr 
peeled of decelvIiijTAhysiihhi, Home and portnnri. Hu tiUe to the nuk of patrlareb It datk 
and doubtful (Ludolph* Coinoieut. no* lOl. p. ). 
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rated the two natures of Christ. Fremoua^ a place of wo^ip, or rather 
of exile^ was assigned to thd^Jesuil missionaHea. ' Their siw in the 
liberal and module arta> their theological leantingj and the decency 
of tfaeir^manners ini^ired ahorren esteem ; but Utey were not endowed 
with the gift of niiraeles,^ ) and they vainly sohcited a reinforcement 
of European troops. The patience and dexterity of forty years at 
length omsdned a more favourable audience^ and .two emperors of Abye- 
sima wmreperfiua^ltd tlmt Rome could ensure the temporal and ever- 
lasting hi^pinese of hS votaries. The first of these royal converts lost 
his crown and his Hfe ; and the rebel army was sanctified by the abuna, 
who hurled m anathema at the. apostate, and absolved his subjects from 
their oath "of fidelity. The fate of Zadenghel was revenged by the 
courage and fortune of Susneus^ who ascended the throne under the 
name of Segued, and more vigorously prosecuted the pious enterprise 
of his kinsman. After the amusement of some unequal combats between 
the Jesuits and his illiterate priests, the emperor declared himself a 
pro 8 el 3 rte to the, synod of Chalcedoo, presuming that his dei^ and peo- 
ple would embrace^'Without delay the relu^n of their prince. The 
liberty of choice wi^ succeeded by a law, which imposed, under pain of 
death, the belief of the two natures of Christ : the Abyssinians were 
enjoixied to work and to play on the sabbath ; and Se^ed, in the face of 
Europe and Africa, renounced his connexion with the Alexandrian 
diur<m. A Jesuit, Alphonso Mendez, the Catholic patriarch of ASthi- 
opia, accepted in Ihe name of Uxhan VIll. the homage and abjuration 
of his penitent. 1 confess,*' said the emperor on his knees, 1 con- 
fess that the* pope is the vicar of Christ, the successor of St. Peter, 
and the sovereign of the world To him I swear true obedience, and 
** at his feet 1 offer my person and kingdom.** A similar oath was re- 
peated by his son, his brother, the clergy, the nobles, and even the 
ladies of the court: the Latin patriarch was invested with honours and 
wealth ; and his missionaries erected their churches or citadels in the 
most convenient stations of the empire. The Jesuits themselves de- 
clare the fatal indiscretion of their 4mief, who forgot the mildness of the 
gospel and the policy of his order, to introduce with hasty violence the 
liturgy of Rome ana the inquisition of Portugal. He condemned the 
ancient practice of circumcision, which' health rather than superstition 
had first invented in the climate of ,^thiopia.(9) A new baptism, a 
new ordination, was inflicted on the natives ; and they trembled with 
horror when the most holy of the dead were tom from their graves, 
when the most illustrious of the living were excommunicated by a 
foreign priest. In the defence of their religion and liberty, the Abys- 
ainians rose in arms, with desperate but unsuccessful zeal. Five rebel- 
lions were extinguished in the blood of the insurgents : two abmtas were 
dain in battle, whole legions were slaughtered in the field, or sufibcated 
in their caverns ; and neither merit, nor rank, nor sex, could from 
an ignominious death the »anemies of Rome. But victorious mo- 
narm was finally subdued by the constancy of the nation, of his mother, 
of his son, and of his p^ost faithful friends. S^ued listened to the voice 
of pity, ol reason, perhaps of fear ; and his edict of liberty of conscience 
instantly revealed the tyranny and weakness of the Jesuits. On the 

(l) Reiigio Romana .... nee precibna patntih itec raimeaUi ab^ tpels edttls stiflTitlcie* 
batar. ttie uiicontradtcted atturaiice of tbe devout emperor Sn«u«u» to hU patriarch Meit- 
det; (Uidoipb. Comment, uo 126. p. Sf9,) and ttich 'ieesiissea should he preciously kept, 
as an antidote agaiuhi any roarvcllotis legends 

(3) J am aware how tender Is the questloo of circameWon. YSt i wlU affirm, 1. That the 
dStmopbitts have a physical reason (hr tbd circumcision of ittiles, aud even of females (Re. 
eherehes Pbilosoidiiqiies sur les Americalns, tom 11.). 2. That it was practised in /Ethiopia 
long heJbretbe iutroouctlon of Jndalsm'or Christianity fMcnMtot. llh. ii. c. lOi. Marsham, 
Canon. Cbron p. 72, 7^> ** liifathet circuincldunt oh consnettidinem non ob Jadaismum/* 
say# Gregory the Abysiioian priest (apud Pabrio. Lua Ctiristiana, p. 72D.). Yet, in the heat 
of dispute, the Poitiiguese weie sometimet branded with the name of nncircutucisetf (La 
Croae, p. 80. Lttdoiph* Hist. Comineiii. lib. ill, c. C). 
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death of his father^ Basilides expelled the Latin patriarchy and restored 
to the wishes of the nation the faith and the disc^ine of The 

Monophisite churches resounded with a song ot triumph^ that the 
** sheep of Ethiopia were now d^vered firom the hyssnas of the west 
and the gates of ^t solitary realm were for ever shut agaiia^t the arts, 
the sdenoe, and the fanatici^ of £urope;.(^) 


CHAP. XLVIH’ 

/ 

Plan of the remainder of the Uforl^!^Sncceee§on and oharaeters of the 

Greek emperors of (Jonetantinople^ fr&m the time qf HtrueluM to the 

Latin conquest, 

] HAva now deduced fiom Trman to Constantine, liom Constantine 
to Heraclius, the regular series of the Roman emperors ; and faitldFully 
exposed tlie prosperous and adverse fortunes of their reigns. Five 
centuries of the decline and fall of Jhe emphre have already elapsed ; 
but a period of more than eight hundred ydars still separates me from 
the term of my labours, the takipg of Constantinople by the Turks, 
Should I persevere in the same course, should 1 observe the same mea« 
sure, a prolix and slender thread would be spun through many a vo- 
lume, nor would the patient reader find an adequate reward of instruc- 
tion or amusement. At every step as we sink deeper in the dWine and 
fall of the eastern empire, the annals of each succeeding reign would 
impose a more ungrateful and melancholy task. These anim must 
continue to repeat a tedious and uniform tale of wetness and misery ; 
the natural connexion of causes and events would be broken by frequent 
and hasty transitions, and a minute accumulation of cireumstimces must 
destroy the light and effect of those general pictures which compose the 
use and ornament of a remote history. F^m the time of Heraclius, 
the Byzantine theatre is contracted and darketed : the line of empire, 
which had been defined by the laws of Justinian and the arms of Beli- 
sarius, recedes on ^ sides from our view : the Roman name, the proper 
subject of our inquiries, is reduced to a narrow corner of Europe, to the 
Jou^y suburbs of Constantinople ; and the fate of the Greek empire has 
been compared to that of the Rhine, which loses itself in the sands, be- 
fore its waters can mingle with the ocean. The scale of dominion is 
diminished to our vie^ by the distance of time and place : nor is the 
loss of external splendour compensated by the nobler gifts of virtue and 
genius. In the last moments of her decay, Constantinople was doubt- 
less more opulent and populous than Athens at her most fiourishing era, 
when a scanty sum of six thousand talents, or twelve hundred thousand 
pounds sterling, was possessed by twenty-one thousand male citizens of 
an adult age. But each of these citizens was a freeman who dared to 
asseft the liberty of his thoughts, words, and actions; whose person 
and property were guarded by equal law ; and who exercised his inde-^ 
pendent vote in the government of the republic. Their numbers seem 
to be multiplied by the strong and various discriminations of character : 
under the shield of freedom, on the wings of emulation and vani^, each 
Athenian aspired to the level of the national dignity : from this com- 


LiVUUVUp awv* JUS* U rWiHiwpiw vw «■ ww^ivivj 

La lM}e, IVn, in duodecimo), Ittve drawn tbeir priiicipai material* from tbe Jesuits, 
especially from the General History uf Tellez, poMtsbeil in PortuKUese at Cooimbra, 
Idkx e unglit be surprised at tbeir frankness ; but tbeir most flagitious vice, the spirit «i 
porseciitioti, was, in tbeir eyes, the most meritorious virtue Ludolpbns poseeased aom«» 
though a slight^ advantage from the /Rifilopic language, and the personal oonvenatloii of 
Gregory, a free spirited Abyssinian priest, whom be invited from Rome to tbe court of Saxe. 
Gotba. Set tbe Tbrologia S.tbiopica of Gregory, ui Fabneins, Lux Lviugeiii, p. 716--7M. 
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manding eminence^ eome chosen spirits soared beyond the reach of a 
vulgar eye ; and the diaiices pf eui^lor merit in a great aud populous 
kingdom^ as they are proved by eixperienoe^ would excuse the computs* 
tion of imaginary millions. The territories of Athens, Sparta, and their 
allies, do not exceed a moderate province of France mr England: but 
after the trophies of Salamk and Platssa, they expand in our fancy to 
the i^gantic size of Asia, whldi had been trampled under the feet of 
the viGtoiioae Greeks. But the subjects of the Byzantine empire, who 
assume and dishonouf^ the natnes both of Greeks and Romans, present 
a dead uniformity of abject vices, which are neither softened by the 
weakness of humanity, nor animated by the vigour of memorable cnmes. 
The freemen of aimanity might repeat with generous enthusiasm the 
sentence of Homer, Attt &n iKe first 4ay ef his setyimde, the captive ts 
deprived of one half of his manly virtue. But the poet had only seen 
the effects of civil or domestic slavery, nor could he foretel that the 
second moiety of manhood must be annihilated by the spiritual despo- 
tism, which shackles, not only the actions, but even the thoughts, of 
the prostrate votary. lathis double yoke, the Greeks were oppressed 
under the successorr of Heraclius} the tyrant ,* a law of eternal justice 
was degraded by the vices of his subjects ; and on the throne, in the 
Oamp, in the scnools, we search, perhaps with fruitless diligence, the 
names and characters that may deserve to be rescued from oblivion. 
Nor are the defects of the subjeefb compensated by the skill and variety 
of the painters. Of a space of eight hundred years, the four first cen- 
turies are overspread with a cloud, interrupted by some faint and 
broken rays of historic light : in the lU es of the emperors, from Mau- 
rice to Alexius, Basil the Macedonian has alone been the theme of a 
separate work ; and the absence, or loss, or imperfection, of contempo- 
rary evidence, must be pperly supplied by the doubtful authority of 
more recent compilers. The four last benturies are exempt from the 
reproach of penury : and with the Comnenian family, the historic muse 
of Constantinople again revives, but her apparel is gaudy, her motions 
are without elegance or grace. A succession of priests, or courtiers, 
treads in each others footsteps in the same path of servitude and su- 
perstition ; their views are narrow, their judgment is feeble, or cor- 
rupt : and we close the volume of copious barrenness, still ignorant of 
the causes of events, the characters of the actors, and the manners of 
the times, which they celebrate or deplore. The observation which has 
been applied to a man, may be extended to a whole people, that the 
euergy of the sword is communicated to the pen ; and it will be found 
by experience that the tone of history vrill rise or fall with the spirit of 
the age. 

From these considerations, I ^ould have abandoned wiBiout regret 
the Greek slaves and their servile historians, had I not reflected that 
the fate of the Byzantine monarchy is por/mfy-connecled with the r ost 
splendid and important revolutions which have changea the state of the 
world. The space of the lost provinces was immediately replenished 
with new colonies and rising kingdoms * the active virtues of peace and 
war deserted from the vanquished to the victorious nations ; and it is 
in their origin and conquests, in their religion and government, that we 
must explore the causes and effects of the decline and fall of the eastern 
empire. Nor will this scope of narrative, the riches and variety of these 
materials, be incompatible with the unity of design and composition. 
As, in his daily prayers, the Mussulman of Fez or IMhi still turns his 
face towards the temple of Mecca, the historian's eye ^aH be always 
fixed on tiie city of iConstantinople. The excursive line may embrace 
the wilds of Arabia and Tajrtary, but the circle will be ultimately re- 
duced to the decreasing limit of the Roman monarchy. 

On this principle I £all establish the plan of the two last volumes of 
the present work. The first chapter will contain, in a regular series. 



OF THE ROMAxN EAIPIKE. Hit 

the emperors who reigned et Constantinople during a period of sir 
hundred years, from Uie days of Hcraelius to the Mtin aoiiqnest : a 
rapid abstract, which, mav be supported bv a ^tnernl appefd ip the order 
and text of the original historians. In this introducuon 1 sbaU oondne 
myself to the re\'olutions of the throne, the su^ccession of fanwes, the 
personal characters of the Greek prjiuces^ the mode of their Ufs end 
death, the maxims and iiiduenee of their domestic government, and the 
tendency of their reign to aiHMderate or suspend the downfol of 
eastern empire. SncIi a chronological revieiv will serve to Ulnstmte the 
various arguments of the subsequent oh^ters; and each' circumstance 
of the eventful story of the Barbarians will ad^t itseH in n proper place 
to the Byzantine annals. I^e internal state of the empire, aud the 
dangerous heresy of the PauUdans, which shook the east and enlightened 
the west, will be the subiect of two separate chapters ; but in- 
qiiiries must be postponed till our farther progress shau have wened 
the view of the world in the ninth and tenth centuries of the Christian 
ITU. After this foundation of Byzantine history, the following nations 
Vi ill pass before our eyes, and each will occupy the spa<jp to which it 
may be entitled by greatness or merits or the degree ox connexion with 
the Roman world and the present age. I. The Franks ; a general 
appelLition which includes all the Barbarians of France, Italy, and Ger* 
many, who were united by the sword and sceptre of Charlemagne. ^The 
]>erbecutluri of images and their votaries, separated Home* and Italy 
troin the Byzantine throne, and prepared the restoration of tlieTloman 
oinpire in the west. II. The Aba us or Saracens* Three ample chap** 
ters will be devoted to this curious and interesting object. In the first, 
.ifter a picture of the country and its inhabitants, 1 shall investigate the 
character of Mahomet ; the character, religion, and success, of the 
prophet. In the second, I shall lead the Arabs to the conquest of Syria, 
Egypt, and Africa, the provinces of the Roman empire ; nor can I 
clieck tlicir victorious career till they have overthrown the monarchies 
of Persia and Spain. In the third, 1 shall inquire, hpw Constantinople 
and Europe were saved hy the luxury and arts, the division and decay, 
of the empire of the caliphs. A single chapter will include. 111. Ine 
Bulgarians, IV. Hungarians, and V. Russians, who assaulted by 
sea or by land the provinces and the capital: but the last of these, so 
important in their present greatness, will excite some curiosity in their 
origin and infancy. VI. The Normans: or rather tlio private adven- 
tures of that warlike people, who founded a powerful kingdom in Apulia 
and Sicily, shook the throne of Constantinople, displayed the trophies 
of chivalry, and almost realized the wonders of romance. VII. The 
Latins; the subjects of the pope, the nations of the west, who enlisted 
under the banner of the cross tor the recovery or relief of the holy se^ 
pulchre. The Greek emperors wei*e terrified and preserved by the 
myriads of pilgrims who marched to Jerusalem with Godfrey of Jlouil*. 
lou and the peers of Christendom. The second and third crusades trod 
in the footsteps of the first : Asia and Europe were mingled in a sacred 
war of two hundred years ; and the Christian powers were bravely re-^ 
sisted, and finally expelled, by Saladin and the mamalukes of E^pt. 
Ill these memorable crusades, a fieet and army of French and Vene- 
tians were diverted from Syria to the Thracian Bosphorus ; they as- 
saulted the capital, they subverted the Greek monarchy ; and a dynasty 
of Latin princes was seated near threescore years on the throne of Con-, 
stantine. VIII. The Greeks themselves, during this period of cap- 
tivity and exile, must be considered as a foreign nation ; the enemies, 
and again the sovereigns, of Constantinople. Mij^fortune had rekindled 
a spark of national nrtue ; and the imperial series may be c^ontinued 
with soxqo dignity from their restoration to the Turkish conq^uest. iX* 
The Moguls and Tartars. By the arms of Zingis and hia descend- 
ants, the globe was shaken from China to Poland and Greece ; the sul- 
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tans were overthrown*; the caliphs fhll| and the Ca»sar8 trembled on 
their throne. The victoHes of Timour suspended above fifty vears the 
finid ruin of the BjMntine esnnire. X. 1 have tilreiidy no^ced the first 
appearance of theTuai^ and the names of the fathers^ of Seljuk and 
Othman, disdHminate the iwo successive dynasties of the nations, which 
emerigped in the eleventh century from the Scythian wilderness. The 
former estiddiahed a potent ana splendid kingdom from the banks of 
the Oxus to Antioch and Nice ; and the first crusade was provoked by 
the violation of Jerusidem and the danger of Constantinople. From an 
humble origin, t^o arose, the scourge and terror of Christen* 

dom*^ Constantinople was besieged and taken by Mahomet II. and his 
triumph annihilates the remnant, the linage, the title of the Homan 
empire in the east. The Schism of the Greeks will be connected with 
their last calamities, and the restoration of learning in the western 
world. I shall return from the captivity of the new, to the ruins of 
ancient Komx : and the venerable name, the interesting theme, will 
shed a ray of glory on the conclusion of my labours. 

I 


The emperor Heradiushad ^unidied a tyrant and ascended his throne ; 
and the memory of his reign is perpetuated by the transient coiiouest, 
and irreparable loss, of the eastern provinces. After the death of Eu- 
doda, his first wife, he disobeyed the patriarch, and violated the laws, 
by his second marriage with his niec3 Martina ; and the superstition of 
the Greeks beheld the judgment of heaven in the diseases of the father 
and the deformity of his o^priog. Bat the opinion of an illegitimate 
birth is sufficient to distract the choice, and loosen the obedience, of 
the people : the ambition of Martina was quickened by maternal love, 
and perhaps by the envy of a step-mother ; and the aged husband was. 
too f^ble to withstand the arts of conjugal allurements. Constantine, 
his eldest son, enjoyed in a mature age tiie title of Augustus ; but tiic 
weakness of liis constitution required a colleague and a guardian, and 
he yielded with secret reluctance to the partition of the empire. The 
senate was summoned to the palace to ratify or attest the association of 
Heraclconas, the son of Martina; the imposition of tlio diadem was 
consecrated by the prayer and blessing of the patriarch ; the senators 
and patricians adored the majesty of the great emperor and the part* 
ners of his reign ; and, as soon as the doors were thrown open, they 
were hailed by the tumnltoary but important voice of the soldiers. 
After au interval of five months, the pompous ceremonies, which formed 
the essence of the Byzantine state, were celebrated in the cathedral and 
the hippodrome : the concord of the royal brothers was aifecU^dly dis* 
playea by the younger leaning on the arm of the elder ; and tae name 
of Martina was mingled in the reluctant or venal acclamations of the 
people. Heradius survived this association about two years ; his last 
testimony declared his two sons the e<)ual heirs of the eastern empire, 
and commanded them to honour his widow Martina as their mother and 
their sovereign. 

When Martina first appeared on the throne with the name and at* 
tributes of royalty, she was checked by a firm, though respectful, op* 
position ; and the dyin^ embers of freedom were kindled by the breath 
of superstitious prejudice. — We reverence (exclaimed the voice of a 
citizen), we reverence the mother of our princes ; but to those princes 
alone our obedience is due ; and Constantine, the elder emperor, is 
of an age to sustain, in his own hands, the weight of the sceptre. 
** Your sex is excluded by nature from the toils of ^vemment. How 
** could you combat, how could you answer, the Baniarlans, who, with 
** hostile or friendly intentions, may approach the royal city ? May 
heaven avert from the Roman repubbe this national disgrace, whicn 



OF TIIE ROMAN EMPIRF* SI3 

^ vouM urovoke the patience of the slaves of Penda.'* Martina do-* 
Bcended mm the throne with induction, and sou^t a rdun in the 
female apartment of the palace* The of Constantine III. lasted 
onljr one hundred and three days : he expired hi the tibirtieth year of 
his age^ and although his lifh had been a long malady, a bdSef was en- 
tertained that poison had been the means, and his erud St^nH^Hker the 
author, of his untimely fate. Martina reaped indeed t!m ^gdr^iaal Of his 
death, and assumed the governmeht in the nSme ckT the Surviving em« 
peror ; but the incestuous widow of Heradiua was univer^y ahhmed ; 
the jealousy of the people was 'dwakened, and the two orphans whom 
Constantine had left, became the oljeets of the public care. It was in 
vain that the son of Martina^ who waa nd more than fifteen years of 
age, was taught to declm himself the guardian of his nephews, one of 
whom he had presented at the baptismal font : it was in vfun that he 
swore on the wood of the true cross, to defend them against all their 
enemies. On his death-bed, the late emperor dispatched a trusty ser- 
vant to arm the troops and provinpes of the east in' the defence of bis 
helpless children: the eloquence and liberality of Valentin had been 
successful, and, from his camp pf Chalcedon, he boldly demanded the 
punishment of the assassins, and the restoration of &e lawful heir. 
The licence of the soldiers, who devoured the grapes and drank the 
wine of their Asiatic vineyards, provoked the citizens of Constantinople 
agidiist the domestic authors of their calamities, and the dome of St. 
Sophia re-echoed, not with prayers and hymns, but w^th Che clamours 
and imprecations of an enraged multitude. At their imperious com- 
mand, lleracleonas appeared in the pulpit with the eldest of the royal 
orphans ; Constans alone was saluted as emperor of the Romans, and a 
crown of gold, which had been taken from the tomb of Heradius, was 
placed on his head, with the solemn benediction of the patriarch. But 
in the tumult of joy and indignation, the churdi was pillaged, the sanc- 
tuary was polluted by a promiscuous crowd of Jews ana Barbarians; 
and the Monothelite Pvr^us, a creature of the en^ress, after dropping 
a protestation on the altar, escaped by a prudent flight from the zeal of 
the Catliolics. A more serious and bloody task was reserved for the 
senate, who derived a temporary strength from the consent of the sol- 
diers and people. The spirit of Roman freedom revived the ancient 
and awful examples of the judgment of tyrants, and the imperial cul- 
prits were deposed and condemned as the authors of the death of Con- 
stantine. But the severity of the conscript fathers was stained by the 
iiidiscruninate punishment of the innocent and the guilty ; Martina and 
lleracleonas were sentenced to the amputation, the former of her tongue ; 
the latter of his nose ; and after this cruel execution they consumed the 
remainder of their ditys in exile and oblivion. The Greeks who were 
capable of reflection might find some consolation for their servitude, by 
observing the abuse of power when it was lodged for a moment in the 
hands of an aristocracy. 

VTe shall imagine ourselves transported five hundred years backwards 
to the age of the Antoninas, if we listen to the oration which Constans 
1 1, pronounced in the twelfth year of his age before the Byzantine 
senate. After returning his thanks for the just punishment of the as- 
sassins who had intercepted the fairest hopes of his father’s reign,— 
By the Divine Providence (said the young emperor), and by your 
righteous decree, Martina and her incestuous progeny have been cast 
“ headlong from the throne. Your majesty and wisdom have prevented 
« Ibe Roman state from degenerating into lawless tyranny, i therefore 
ei^ort and beseech you to stand forth as the cotnisellors and judges of 
** the common safety. The senators were gratiiied by the respectful 
address and liberal donative of their sovereign ; but these servile Greeks 
were unworthy and regardlfsss of freedom ; and in his mind, thf lesson 
of an hour was quickly erased by the prejudices of the age cmd the habita 
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of dofipotisni. He retained only a jealous fear lest tJie senate dr people 
should one day invade the right of primogeniture, and seat his brother 
Theodosius on an e^ual throaet By the imposition of holy orders, the 
grandson of Heradiuf was disqualmed for the purple } but this cere- 
mony> which seemed to proiane the sacraments of the church, was in- 
sufficient tp appease the suapieik^ns of the tyraut, gnd the death of the 
deacon Theodoouis could {done expiate the crime of his royal birth. His 
murder was avenged by the imprecations of the people, and the assassin, 
in the fulness power, was driven from his capital into voluntary and 
perpetual eaclle. X^onstaas embarked for Greece ; and, as if he meant 
to retort the abhorrence which he deserved, he is said from the imperial 
galley, to have wit against the wells of his native city. After passing 
the winter at Athens, Ite sailed to Tarentam in Italy, visited Romo, and 
concluded a long pilgrimage of disgrace and sacrilegious rapine, by fix- 
ing his residence at Syracuse. But if Constana would fly from his peo- 
ple, he could not ^ from himself. The remorse of his conscience created 
a phantom who pfi^sued ffim by land and sea. by day and bv night ; and 
the visionary Theodosius, presenting to his lips a cup of blood, said, or 
seemed to sa;^. Drim, brother, drH^ ; a sure emblm of the aggrava- 
tiou of his guilt, since he had received from the hands of the deacon the 
mystic cup of the blood of Christ. Odious to himself and to mankind, 
Coiutans jwrished by domestic, periiaps by episcopal, treason, in the 
capital of dimly. A servant who waited in the oath, after pouring warm 
water on his head, strudc him violently with the vase. He fell, stunned 
by the blow, and suffi>cated by the waWr ; and his attendants, who 
wondered at the tedious delay, beheld with indifference the corpse of 
their lifeless emperor. The troops of Sicily invested with the purple 
an obscure youtn, whose inimitable beauty eluded, and it might easily 
elude, the declining art of the painters and sculptors of the age. 

Constans had len in the Byzantine palace mree sons, the eldest of 
whom had been clothed in his infancy with the purple. When the 
father summoned them to attend his person in Sicily, these precious 
hostages were detained by the Greeks, and a firm refusal informed him 
tliat ^ey were the children of the state. The nows of his murder was 
conveyed with almost supernatural speed from Syracuse to Coristan- 
tin4>pfo ; and Constantine, the eldest of his sons, inherited his throne 
without being the heir of the public hatred. His subjects contributed, 
with zeal and alacrity, to chastise the ^ilt and presumption of a pro- 
vince which had usuiped the rights of the senate and people ; the young 
emperor sailed from the Hellespont with a powerful fleet ; and the 
legions of Rome and Carthage were assembled under his standard in the 
harbour of Syracuse. The defeat of the Sicilian tyrant was easy, his 
punishment just, and hU beauteous head was exposed in the hippo- 
drome ; but I cannot applaud the clemency of a prince, who, among '> 
crowd of victims, condemned the son of a patrician, for 4!eploring with 
some hitterne<4S the execution of* a virtuous father. The youth was 
castrated ; he survived the operation, and the memory of this indecent 
cruelty is preserved by the elevation of Germanus to the rank of a pa- 
triarch and saint. After pouring this bloody libation on his father's 
tomb, Constantine returnea to bis capital, and the growth of his young 
beard during the Sicilian voyage, was announced by the familiar sur- 
name of Pogonstus^ to the Grecian world. But his reign, like that of 
his pnedecesw, was stained with fraternal discord. On his two brothers, 
Heraclius and Tiberius, he had bestowed the title of Augustus; an 
empty title, for they continued to languish without trust or power in 
tlie solitude of the palace. At their secret instigation, the tn^ps of the 
Anatolian theme or province approached the city on the Asiatic side, de- 
manded for the royal brothers, the partition or exercise of sovereignty, 
and supported their seditious claim by a theoloricd argument. They 
were Christians (they cried), and orthodox Catholics ; the sincere vo« 
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tariea of tho holy and mndivided Trinity. Since them are thi'ce aquid 
persons in heaven^ it la reasonable there dionld be three equal permnm 
*upon earth. The emperor invited these learned divinae tea triend^^ 
conference ; in which they mi^t propose their arguments to the se- 
nate; they obeyed tbe summons; but ^e prospect of ihtdr bodies 
hanging on a gibbet in tbe suburb of Gslata, reconeded thefar eom«* 
panmna to the unity of the reign of Constaatliie. I{e hte 

brothers, and their names were still pronouneed in the*pnhlio acqlbwna- 
tlons ; but on the repetition or suspicion of a familarodieoice, theqbiioai- 
ous princes were deprived of theirtitles and noses, in the presence of 
the Catholic bishops who were assmbled at O^Umtinople, in the six^ 
general synod. In the close of his life, Po^onatus was asadoua only to 
establish the right of primogeniture : the hair of his two sons, Justinian 
and Heraclius, was offered on the shxina of St. Peter, as a symbol of 
their spiritual adoption by the pope ; but tlie elder was alone exalted 
to the rank of Augustus and the assurance of the empire. 

After the decease of his father, the inheritance oz the Roman world 
devolved to Justinian IL and the name of a triumphant lawgiver was 
dishonoured by the vices of a boy, who imitated his namesake only in 
the expensive luxury of building. His passions were strong ; his un- 
derstanding was feme ; and he was intoxicated with a fouuw pride, 
that his birth had given lum the command of millions, of whom the 
smallest community would not have chosen him for their locql magi- 
strate. His favourite ministers were two beings the least susceptible 
of human sympathy; a eunuch and a monk : to the one he abandoned 
the palace, to the other the finances; the fonner corrected the em- 
peroris mother with a scourge, the latter suspended the insolvent tri- 
butaries, with their heads downwards, over a slow and smoky fire. Since 
the days of Commodus and Caracalla, the cruelty of the Roman princes 
had most commonly been the effect of their fear : but Justinian, who 
possessed some vigour of character, enjoyed the sufferings, and braved 
the revenge, of his subjects about ten years, till tb9 measure was full of 
his crimes and of their patience. In a dark dungeon, JLeontius, a gene- 
ral of reputation, had groaned above three years with some of the noblest 
and most deserving of the patricians : he was suddenly drawn forth to 
assume the government of Greece ; and tins promotion of an injured 
man was a mark of the contempt rather than of the confidence of his 

i »rince. As he was followed to the port by the kind offices of his friends, 
^eontius observed, with a sigh, that he was a victim adorned for sacri- 
fice, and that inevitable death would pursue his footsteps. They ven- 
tured to reply, that glory and empire might be the recompence of a 
generous resolution ; that every order of men abhorred the reign of a 
monster ; and that the hands of two hundred thousands patriots ex- 
pet:ted only the voice of a leader. The night was chosen for their de- 
fiverance ; and in the first effort of the conspirators, the prefect was 
slain, and the prisons were forced open: the emissaries of Leontius pro- 
claimed in every street, — Christians, tQ aSV. Sophia : and the season^le 
text of the patriarch. This ts the day of the Lord! was the prelude of 
an infiammatorv sermon. From the church the people adjourned to the 
hippodrome: Justinian, in whose cause not a sword Imd been drown, 
was drog^d before these tumultuary judges, and their clamours de- 
manded the instant death of the tyrant. But Leontius, who was al- 
ready clothed with the purple, cast an eye of pity on the prosti'ate son 
of his own benefactor and of so many emperors. The life of Justinian 
was spared ; the amputfition of his nose, perhaps of his tongue, was im- 
perfectly performed : the happy flexibility of the Greek langurwe could 
impose the name of Rhinotmetus ; and themutihited tyrant was banislied 
to Chersontt in Crim-Tartary, a lonely settlement, where corn, wine, 
and oil, were imported as foreigjj luxuries. 

<>n the edge of the Scythimi wilderness, Justinian still cherished the 
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pride of hie birth and the hope of his jrestor^tloo* After three years 
exile, he received the pleasing intelligence that his ii^ury was avenged 
bv a second revolution, and that Leontius in his turn had been de- 
throned and mutOated by the rebri Apitoar, who assumed the more 
respectable name of Tiberius^ But the daim of lineal succession was 
still formidable to a pkbdto usurper i and his jealousy was stimulated 
bv the eompldlnts and diarges of the Chersoni^* who beheld the vices 
of the tyrant in the spirit of the exile. With a band of followers, at- 
tached to his person by common hope or common despair, Justinian fled 
from the inhospitable shore to the horde of the Chozars, who pitched 
their tents between the Tanals and Borysthenes. The khan entertained 
with pity and respect the royal suppliant : Phanagoria, once an opulent 
city, on the Asiatic ride of the mke Mceotis, was assigned for his resi- 
dence ; and every Homan prejudice was stifled in his marriage with the 
sister of the Barbarian, who seems, however, from the name of Theo- 
dora, to have ^received the sacrament of baptism. But the faithless 
Chozar was soon tempted by the gold of Constantinople ; and had not 
the design been r')veat^ by the conjugal love of Theodora, her husband 
must have been assassinate, or betrayed into the power cf his enemies. 
After stran^ng, with his own hands, the two emissaries of the khan, 
Justinian sent back his wife to her brother, and embarked on the Buxine 
in search of new and more faithful allies. His vessel was assaulted by 
a violent tempest ; and one of his pious companions advised him to de- 
serve the mercy of God by a vow ot general xorgiveness, if he should be 
restored to the throne. Of forgiveness (replied the intrepid tyrant) ? 
'^may 1 perish this instant — may the Almighty whelm me in the 
“ waves— if I consent to spare a single head of my enemies ?” He sur- 
vived this impious menace, sailed into the mouth of the Danube, trusted 
his person in the royal village ^f the Bulgarians, and purchased the aid 
of 1 erbolis, a Pagan conqueror, by the promise of his daughter, and a 
fair partition of tha treasures of the empire. The Bulgarian kingdom 
extended to the connnes of 'Ilirace ; and the two princes besieged Con- 
stantinople at the bead of fifteen thousand horse. Apsimar was dis- 
mayed by the sudden and hostile apparition of his rival, whose head had 
been promised by the Chozar, and of whose evasion he was yet igno- 
rant. After an absence of ten years, the crimes of Justinian were faintly 
remembered, and the birth and misfortunes of their hereditary sovereign 
excited the pity of the multitude, ever discontented with the ruling 
powers ; and oy the active diligenoe of his adherents, he was introduced 
into the city and palace of Constantine. 

In rewarding his allies and recalling his wife, Justinian displayed 
some sense of honour and gratitude ; Terbelis retired, after sweep- 
ing aw(^ a heap of gold coin, which he measured with his Scythkn 
whip. But never was vow more religiously perfonned than the ^acred 
oath of revenge which he had sworn amidst the storms of the Buxine. 
The two usurpers, for I must reserve the name of tyrant for the con- 
queror, were dragged into the hippodrome, the one from his prison, the 
other from his pri^. Before their execution, Leontius and Apsimar 
were oast prostrate in chains beneath the throne of the emperor : and 
Justinian, planting a foot on each of their necks, contemplated above 
an hour toe chariot race^ while the inoonatant p^me shouted, in the 
words of the psalmist,— Thou shalt trample on toe aspwd basilisk, 
and on toe Bon and dragon shalt thou set thy foot I" The universal 
defection whlto he had oncO experienced might provoke him to repeat 
the wish of Caligula, that the Homan pj^ple haa but one head. Yet I 
shall presume to observe^ that such a wish is unworthy of an ingenious 
tyrant, since his revenge and cruelty would have been extinguished by 
a single blow, instead Of the slow variety of tortures which Justinian 
inflicted on the victims of his anger. His pleasures were inexhaustible : 
neither private virtue nor pubuc service could expiate the guilt of 
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active, or even passive, obedience to an estidilithed government ; and, 
during tbe six years Of Ms new reign, he considered the axo, the cord, 
and the rack, as the onlv Instruments of royalty* But his most iin|da* 
cable hatred was pMntea against the Chersonites, who had insulted his 
exile, and violatea tiie laws of hospitality* Thenr remote situation af- 
forded some means of defence, or at least of escape ; and a grievous tan 
was imposed on Constantinople, to supply the preparatjkMi|i wa deet and 
army. Ail «r« auiiijf, und ail must parish, was the mandate of Justi- 
nian : and the bloody execution was mtrusted to Ms ikyouiite Stephen, 
who was recommended by the epithet of the saviigev Yet even the 

Th^ownLs of bL attache allowe^^e greater part of the inhabita^s 
to withdraw into the country ; and the minister of vengeance contented 
himself with reducing the youth of both ssxes to a state of servitude, 
with roasting dive seven of the principal Citisena, with drowning twenty 
in the sea, and with reserving iorty^two in chains to receive their doom 
from the mouth of the emperor. In their return the fleet was driven 
oil the rocky shores of Anatolia; and Justinian applauded the obedience 
of the Euxine, which had involved so many of his subjects and enemies 
in a common shipwreck : but the tyrant was still insatiate of blood ; 
and a second expedition was commanded to extirpate the remains of 
the proscribed colony. In the short interval, the Chersonites had re- 
turned to their city, and were prepared to die in arms ; the khan of 
the Chozars had renounced the Cause of his odious brotto : the exiles 
of every ]>royince were assembled in Tauris ; and Bardanes, ainder the 
name of Philippicus, Was invested with the purple. The imperial 
troops, unwilling and unable to peipetuate the revenge of Justinian, 
escaped his displeasure by abjuring his allegiance ; the fleet under their 
new' sovereign, steered back a more auspicious course to the harbours 
of Synope and Constantinople , and every tongue was prompt to pro- 
nounce, e\ery hand to execute, the death of the tyrant. Destitute of 
friends, he was deserted by bis Barbarian guards ; and tlie stroke of 
tlie assassin was praised us an act of jiatriotism and Roman virtue. His 
son Tiberius had taken refuge in a church; his aged grandmother 
guarded the door ; and the innocent youth, suspending round his neck 
the most formidable relics, embraced with one hand the altar, with the 
other the wckkI of the true cross. But the popular fury that dares to 
trampie on superstition, is deaf to the cries of humanity ; and the race 
of Heraclius was extinguisiied after a reign of one hunured years. 

Between the fall of lleraclian and the rise of the Isaurian dynasty, 

A short interval of six years is divided into three reigns. Bardanes, or 
Philippicus, was hailed at Constan^nople as a hero who had delivered 
Ihs country from a tyrant ; and he might taste some moments of happiness 
i»i the first transports of sincere and universal joy. Justinian had left be- 
hind him an ample treasure, the fruit of cruelty and rapine : but this useful 
fund was soon and idly dissipated by his successor. On the fobtival of 
his birth-day, Philippicus entertained the multitude with the games of 
the hippodrome ; from thence he partided through the streets with n 
thousand banners and a thousand trumpets ; refreshed himself in the 
baths of Zeuxippus, and returning to the palace, entertained his nobles 
with a sumptuous banquet. At the meridian hour he withdrew to his 
chamber, intoxicated with flattery and wine, and forgetful that his ex- 
ample had made every subject ambitious, and that every ambitious sub- 
ject was his secret enemy. Some bold conspirators introduced them- 
selves in the disorder of the feast ; smd the slumbering monarch wsa 
surprised, liound, blinded, and deposed, beford be wan sensible of his 
danger. Yet the traitors were deprived of their reward ; and the free 
voice of the senate and people promoted Artemius from the office of 
secretary to that of emperor: he assumed tbe .title of Anastasius 11. 
and displayed in a short and troubled reign tbe virtues both of peace 
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add war. But after the extinctioii of the imperial line, the rule of 
obedience was violate^ and eveiry change diffused the seeds of new re**^ 
volutions. In a mutiny of the fleet> an obscure and reluctant officer 
of the revenue was fbrdibl;|r invested with the purple ; after some months 
of a naval war^ Anastadius resigned the sceptre ; and the conqueroi> 
Theodosius III* submitted in his turn to the superior ascendant of Leo, 
the general and emperor of* the oriental troops. His two predecessors 
were permitted to embrace the ecclesiastic^ profession : tlie restless 
impatience of Anastaaius teomted him to risk and to lose his life in a 
treasonable enterprise ; but the last da^s of Theodosius were hon«>ur- 
able and secure. The sfnfi^e sublime word, " health/' which ho in- 
scribed on his tomb, expresses the confidence of philosophy or religion ; 
and the fame of his miracles was long preserved among the people of 
Ephesus. This convenient shelter of the church might sometimes im- 
pose a lesson of clemency ; but it may be questioned whether it is for 
the public interest to diminish the perils of unsuccessful ambition. 

I nave dwelt on the fall of a tyrant ; I shall briefly represent the 
founder of a new dynasty, who is known to posterity by the invectives of 
his enemies, and wnose public and private life is involved in the eccle- 
siasticfd story of the Iconoclasts. Yet in spite of the clamours of su- 
perstition, a favourable prejudice for the character of Leo the Isaurian, 
may be reasonably drawn from the obscurity of his birth, and the dura- 
tion of his reign. — I. In an age of manly spirit, the prospect of an im- 
perial reward would have kindled every energy of the mind, and pro- 
duced a crowd of competitors as deserving as they were desirous to 
reign. Even in the corruption and debility of the modern Greeks, the 
elevation of a plebeian from the last to the rirst rank of society, supposes 
some qualifications above the level of the multitude. He would pro- 
bably be ignorant and disdainful of speculative science ; and in tbe pur- 
suit of fortune,' ho might absolve himself from the obligations of bene- 
volence and justice ; out to his character w'e may ascribe the useful 
virtues of prudence and fortitude, the knowledge of mankind, and the 
important art of gaining their confidence and directing their passions. 
It 18 agreed that Leo was a native of Isauria, and that Conon was his 
primitive name. The writers, whose awkward satire is praise, describe 
him as an itinerant pedlar, who drove an ass with some paltry merchan- 
dise to the country mirs ; and foolishly relate that he met on the i*oad 
some Jewish fortune-telleip, who promissed him the Roman empire, on 
condition that he should abolish the worship of idols. A more probable 
account relates the migration of his father from Asia Minor to Thrace, 
where he exercised the lucrative trade of a ^p^ier ; and he must have 
acquired considerable wealth, since the first introduction of his son was 
procured by a supply of five hundred ^eep to the imperial camp. His 
firat service was in the guards of Justinian, where he soon attracted 
the notice, and, by degrees, the jealousy, of tyrant. His valour and 
dexterity were conspicuous in the Colchian war : from Anastasius hi- 
received the command of the Anatolian legions, and by the suffrage of 
the soldiers he was raised to the empire, with the general applause of 
the Roman world. II. In this dangerous elevation, Leo HI. supported 
himself against the envy of his equals, the discontent of a powerful fac- 
tion, and the assaults of his foreign and domestic enemies. The Catho- 
lics, who accuse his religious innovations, are obliged to confess timt 
they were undertfdcen with temper, and conducted with firmness. Their 
silence respneta the wisdom of his administration and the purity of his 
manners. After a reign of twenty-four years, he peaceably expired in 
his palace of Constantinople ; and the purple which he hud a^uired, 
was transmitted by the right of inheritance to the third generation* 

In the long reign of thir^-four years, the son and suceessor of Leo, 
Constantine y. surnamed Copronyirus, attacked with less temperate 
zeal the images or idols of the church. Their votaries have exhausted 
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the bitterness of religious g»ll> in their portrait of this spoted panliber, 
this antiehrist^ this dying dragon of the serpent’s seed, who surpaiNWKi 
the vices of Elagabidus and Nero. His reign was a long bnteheiy of n^hat- 
ever was most noble, cpr holy, or innocent, in his empire. In oemn, 
the emperor assifsted ait the execution of hisvictima, surveyea their 
agonies^ listened to their groans, and indulged, without aatming his 
appetite for blood : a plate of noses was accepted as a gratefcil oAeriog, 
and his domestics were often scourged mr mutilated by the royal 
His surname was derived from his pollution of his baptismal font* The 
infant might be excused ; but the manly pleasures of Copronymus de~ 
graded him below the level of a brute ; his lust confounded l^e eternal 
distinctions of sex and species ; and he seemed to extract some unna^ 
tiiral delight from the objects most ofPensive to human sense. In his 
religion, the Iconoclovst was a heretic, a Jew, a Mahometan, a Pagan, 
and an Atheist ; and his belief of an invisible power could be discovered 
only in his magic rites, human victims, and nocturnal sacrifices to Venus 
ai ui the demons of antiquity. His life was stained with the most op- 
posite vices, and the ulcers which covered his body, anticipated before 
his death the sentiment of hell tortures. Of these accusations, which I 
have so jiationtly copied, a part is refbted by its own absurdity; and in 
the })rivate anecdotes of the life of princes, the lie is more easy as the 
detection is more difficult. Without adopting the pernicious maxim, 
that where much is alleged, something must be true, I can however 
discern, that Constantine V. was dissolute and cruel. Calumny is more 
prone to exaggerate than to iny-ent ; and her licentious ton^e*ische(‘.k- 
od in some measure by t^p experience of the age and country to which 
she appeals. Of the bishops mul monks, the generals and magistrates, 
who are said to have suffered under his reign, the numbers are recorded, 
the names were conspicuous, the execution was public, the mutilation 
visible and permanent. The Catholics hated the person and govern- 
ment of Copronymus ; but even their hatred' is a proof of their oppres- 
sion, They dissemble the provocations which mi^t excuse or justify 
his rigour ; but even these provocations must gradually indame his re- 
sentment, and harden his temper in the use or the abuse of despotism. 
Yet the character of the fifth Constantine was not devoid of merit, nor 
did liis government always deserve the curses or the contempt of the 
Greeks. From the confession of his enemies, 1 am informed of the re- 
storation of an ancient aqueduct, of the redemption of two thousand 
five hundred captives, of the uncommon plenty ot the times, and of the 
new colonies with which he repeopled Constmitinople and the Thra- 
(*ian cities. They reluctantly praise his activity and courage ; he uaa 
on horseback in the field at the head of his legions ; and, although the 
fortune of his arms was various, he triumphed by sea and hind, on the 
Euphrates and the Danube, in civil and barbarian war. Heretical 
]>rais 6 must be cast into the scale, to counterh^dance the weight of or- 
thodox invective. The Iconoclasts 1*6 vexed the virtues of the pruice: 
forty years after his death, they still prayed before the tomb of the 
saint. ' A miraculous vision was propa^ted by fanaticism or fraud ; 
and the Christian hero appeared on a mOk-white steed brandishing his 
lance against the Fagans of Bulgaria ; “ 4 in absurd fabJe," says tlie Ca- 
tholic historian, ** since Copronymus is chained with the demons in the 

abyss of hell.'’ 

Leo IV. the son of the fifth, and the father r»f the sixth Constantine, 
was of a feeble constitution both of mind and body, and the principal 
care of his reign was the settlement of the succession. The association 
of the young Constantine was urged by the officious zeal of his subjects; 
and the emperor conscious of his decay, complied, after a prudex^t hesi- 
tation, witn their unanimous wishes. * The royal infant, at the age of 
five years, was crowned with his niother Irene ; and the national cemseut 
was ratified by every circumstance of pomp and solemnity, that could 
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dazde tbe eyes^ or bind the consdenoe^ of the Greeks. An oeth of 
fidelity was adminiatered in the palace^ the churchy and the h1}^)odrome> 
to the several orders of the stat6> who abjured the hdy names of the son 
and mother^ of God. ^ Be witness^ O Christ ! that we will watch over 
** the safety of Constentine the son of Leo^ expose our lives in his service, 
** and bear true attegianee to his person and posterity." They pled- 
ged their faith on the wood oF^the true cross, and the act of their en- 
gagement wee deposited eh the altar of St. S^hia. The first to swear, 
and the funst to violate thdr oath, wm the five sons of Copronymus by 
a second mamrlage; and the story of 4hese princes is singular and trt^ic. 
The ri|^t of primogeniture excluded them from the throne ; the in- 
justios of thw elder brother defrauded them of a legacy of about two 
millions sterling ; some vain titles were not deemed a sufficient com- 
pensation for wealth and power; and they repeatedly conspired gainst 
their nephew, before, and *after, the death of his rather. Their first 
attempt was pardoned : for the second offence they were condemned to 
the eoriesmstical state ; and for the third treason, Nicephorus, the eldest 
and most guilty, was deprived of his eyes, and his four brothers, Ciiris- 
topher, Nii^tas, Anthameu8,1and Eudoxas, were punished, as a milder 
sentence, bv the amputation of their tonemes. After five years" con- 
finement, tney escaped^ to tbe church of St. Sophia, and displayed a 
pathetic spectacle to the people. Countr%’men and Christians'" (cried 
Nicephorus for himself and his mute bretnren,^ behold the sons of 
** your emperor, if you can still recognize our teatures in this mlser- 
able state. A« life, an imperfect life, all that the malice of our 
enemies has spared. It is now threatened, and we now throw ourselves 
on your compassion." The rising murnmr ihlght have produced a re- 
volution, had U not been checked by the presence of a minister, who 
soothed the unhappy princes with flattery and hope, and gently drew 
them from the sanctuary to the palace. They were speedily embarked 
for Greece, and Athens was allotted for the place of their exile. In this 
calm retreat, and in their helpless condition, Nicephorus and his brothers 
were tormented by the thirst of power, and tempted by a Sclavonian 
chief, who offered to break their prison, and to lead them in arms, and 
fn the purple, to the gates of Constantinople. But the Athenian peo- 
ple, ever zealous in the cause of Irene, prevented her justice or cruelty ; 
and the five sons of Copronymus were plunged in eternal darkness and 
oblivion. 

For himself, that emperor had chosen a barbarian wife, the daughter 
of the khan of the Chozars : but in the marriage of his heir, he prefer- 
red an Athenian virgin, an orphan, seventeen years old, whose sole for- 
tune must have consisted in her personal accomplishments. The nuptials 
of Leo and Irene were celebrated with royal pomp ; she soon acquired 
the love and confidence of a feeble husband, and in his testament he de- 
clared the empress guardian of the Roman world, and of their sun Con- 
stantine VI, who was no more than ten years of ^re. During bis 
childhood Irene most ably and assiduously dibcharged in her public ad- 
ministration the duties of a faithfhl mother : and ner zeal in the resto- 
ration of images has deserved the name and honours of a salat, which 
she still occupies in the Greek calendar. But the emperor attained the 
maturity of youth ; the maternal yoke became more ^ievous ; and he 
listened to the favourites of his own age, who shared his pleasures, and 
were ambitiotis of sharing his power. Their reasons convinced him of 
his rights their praises of his ability, to reign ; iind he consented to re- 
ward the services of Irene by a perpetual banishment to the ihle of Sicily. 
But her ^gilance and penetration easily disconcerted their rash projects : 
a similar, or more severe jpunishment was retaliated on themselves and 
their advisers ; and Irene inflicted on the ungrateful prince the chastise- 
ment of a boy. After this contest the mother and son were at the head 
of two domestic factions ; and, instead of mild influence and voluntary 
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obedience, she held in chains a cn^tive and an enemy« The empma 
was overgrown by the abuse of victory: the oath of ddetity whif» she 
exacted to herself alone, was pronotmc^ with reluctant munnurs ; and 
the bold refu«il of the Armenian guards encouraged a heo ami general 
declaration, that Constantine VJ* was the lawful emperor of the IbK 
mans. In this character he ascended his hereditary throne, and dis- 
missed Irene to a life of solitude and repose. But her haugh^miiit 
eondescended to the arts of dissimulation: idie Mattered we mshope 
and eunudis, revived the hlial tenderness of the p^oe, reamed Ids 
confidence, and betrayed his credulity. Xhe chanacter of (^nstantiiie 
was not less destitute of sense or spirit; but his education had been stud!** 
ously neglected ; and his ambitioua mother exposed to the public cen- 
sure the vices which she had nourished, and the actions whira had 
secretly advised ; his divorce and second manriage offended pre- 
judices of the clergy, and by his imprudent rigour he^rfeited the at-' 
tachment of the Amenian guards. A powerful conspiracy was formed 
for tho restoration of Irene ; and the secret, thoii^u widely diffus^, 
was faithfully kept above eight months, till the emperor, suspicious of 
his danger, escaped from Constantinople, with the design of appealixi^ 
to the provinces and armies. By this hasty fiight, the empress was 1^ 
on the Drink of the precipice ; yet before she implored the mercy of her 
son, Irene addressed a private epistle to the friends whom she had placed 
about liis person, with a menace, that unless (hfy accompll^ed, ske 
would reveal their treason. Their fear rendered tnenf intrepid ;»they 
seized the emperor on the Asiatic shore, and he was transported to the 
Porphyry apartment of the pakce where he had first seen the light* In 
the mind of Irene, ambition had stifled every sentiment of humanity 
and nature ; and it was decreed in her bloody council that Constantine 
should be rendered incapable of the throne ; her emissaries assaulted 
the sleeping prince, and stabbed their daggers with sucli violence and 
precipitation into his eyes, as if they meant to execute a mortal sentence. 
An ambiguous passage of Theophanes persuaded the annalist of the 
church that death was the immediate consequence of this barlmrous 
execution. The Catholics have been deceived or subdued by the autho- 
rity of Baronius ; tind Protestailt zeal has re-echoed the words of a 
cardinal desirous, as it should seem, to favour the patroness of images. 
Yet the blind son of Irene survived many years, oppressed by the court, 
and forgotten by the world; the Isaurian dynasty was silently extin- 
guished ; and the memory of Constantine was recalled only by the nup- 
tials of his daughter Euphrosyne with the emperor Michael II. 

The most bigoted orthodoxy has justly execrated the unnatural mo- 
ther, who may not easily be paralleled ih the history of crimes. To her 
bloody deed superstition has attributed a subsequent darkness of se- 
venteen days ; during w'hich many vessels in mid-day were driven from 
their (‘ourse, as if the sun, a globe of fire so vast and so remote, could 
sympathise with the atoms ox a revolving planet. On earth, the crime 
of Irene was left five years unpunished ; her reign was crowned with 
extermd splendour ; and if she (xmld silenot^ the voice of cont^nce, 
she neither heard or regarded the reproaches of mankind. The Roinaii 
world bowed to the government of a female ; and as she moved through 
the streets of Constantinople, the reins of her four milk-white steeds 
were held by as many patricians, who marched on foot before the golden 
chariot of their queen. But these patricians were for the most part 
eunuchs ; and their black ingratitude justified, on this occasion, the 
popular hatred and contempt. ^ Raised enriched, intrusted with the 
first dignities of the empire, they basely conspired aiminst tbeir bene- 
factress : the great treasurer Nicephorus was secretly invested with the 

S urple ; her successor w'as introduced into the pala^, and crowned at 
t. Sophia by the venal patriarch. In their first interview, she reca- 
pitulated with dignity the revolutions of her life, gently acqused tlie 
VoL. HI. y 
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of Nicephomsj Insinuated that he otred Ms to her unsaspi* 
dious clemency^ and^ for the throne and treasures which die res^n^, 
solidted a decent and honoumble retreat. His avarice reused this 
modest compensation ; and in her exile to the isle of LeG^» the em« 
press earned a sesnt/ subsist^oe bv the labours of her distaff. 

Many tprants have rei|med undoubtedhr more criminal than Nice- 
phoVhs^ bttt tuode j^hOpsliave more deepfy incurred the universal ab- 
horrenoe of ^thelr poople. His diaracter was stained with the three 
odious vlc^ of hippocrwy, ingratitude, and avarice ; his want of virtue 
was not rMeemea by any superior talents, nor his want of talents, by 
any pleasing quslifics^ions. Unskilful and unfortunate in war, Nice- 
phoros was vanquidied by the Saracens, and slain by the Bul^mns ; 
and the advants^ of bis death overbalanced, in the public opinion, the 
destruction of a Roman army. His son and heir Stauracius escaped 
firom the field with a mortal wound ; yet six months of an expiring life 
were sufficient to refute his indecent, though popular declaration, that 
he would in aR things avoid the example of his father. On the near 
prospect of hi$ decease, Michael, the great master of the palace, and the 
husband of his ^ ister Procopia, was named every person of the palace 

and city, except by his envious brother. Tenacious of a sceptre, now 
falling nom his hand, he conspired against the life of bis successor, and 
cheriSied the idea of dianging to a democracy the Roman empire. But 
these rash projects served ox^ to inflame the zeal of the people, and to 
remove the scruples of the candidate : Ml<’hael I. accepted the purple, 
and before he sunk into the grave, the son of Nicephorus implored the 
demency of his new sovereign. Had Bllehael in an age of peace as- 
cended an hereditary throne, he might'have reigned and died the father 
of his people ; but his mild virtues were adapted to the shade of private 
life, nor was he capable of controlling the ambition of his equals, or of 
resisting the artrts of the victorious Bulgarians. While his want of 
ability and success exposed him to the contempt of the soldiers, the 
masculine spirit of his wife Procopia awakened their indignation. Even 
the Greeks of the ninth century were provoked by the insolence of a 
female, who, in the front of the standaras, presumed to direct their dis- 
cipline and animate their valour ; and their licentious clamours advised 
the new Semiramis to reverence the majesty of a Romani camp. After 
an unsuccessful campaign, the empeibir left, in their winter quarters of 
'I'hrace, a disaffected aimy under the coimnand of his enemies ; and their 
artful eloquence persuaded the soldiers to break the dominion of the 
epnudis, to degraw the husband of Procopia, and to assert the right of 
a military election. They inarched toward the capital ; yet the aergy, 
the senate, and the people of ConAantin^le, adhered to the cause of 
Michael ; and the troops and treasures or Asia might have protracted 
the mischiefs of civil war. But his humanity (by the ambitious it will 
be termed his weakness) protested, imat not a drop of Christ' m blood 
should be shed in his quarrel, and his messengers presented the con- 
querofu Wirii the keys of the dty and the palace. They were disarmed 
by hls^MnoOence and submissioa ; his life and his eyes were spiired ; 
and the im^er^ monk enjoyed the comforts of solitude and religion 
above thkty*two years ajfter he had been stripped of the purple and se- 
parated nm his wife. 

A rebel In the tune of Nicephorus, the famous and unfortunate Bar- 
danes, had once the curiosity to consult an Asiatic prophet, who, after 
progragicating his fall, announced the fortunes of his three principal 
offioeigk Leo the Artpeniau, Michael Che phy^an, and Thomas the 
Cappaoociaxi, the successive velgns of the two iormer, the fruitless and 
fatal enterprise of the third. This prediction was verified, or rather 
was produced by the event. Ten yeafp when the Thracian 

camp rejected the husband of Procopia, the crown was presented to tho 
same Leo, the first in military rank, and the secret author ^of the mu* 
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tiny. Ag lie affected to hesitate^ — With thM gword>'' sftid hi$ com- 
ptmion Michael^ 1 will open the gateg of Congtaiitin^lo to Jroor itn* 
perial sway ; or inatazitly pluiw it into your bofN»n> ifytm oNtinat^hf 
regigt the jiut desires of your fSlow-seldien." The <k>mnllaQee of tiie 
Armenian was rewarded with the empire> and he re^^itd seven years 
and a half under the name of Leo V, Educated in a camp^ and umo^ 
rant both of laws and letters, he iniaoduced Into Ida eivR ^ywunent 
the rigour and even cruelty of military dUdpliiie; but if 
wag sometimes daiuEerous to the innoomit, it wts always fontddfd>le to 
the guilty. His reli^ous inconstaoey was taxed Dy tiie i^het of eh^ 
meleon, but the Catholics have acknowledged by the voice of a saint 
and confessors, that the life of the lebiuMdast was useful to the re* 
public The zeal of his companion Michael was repaid with riches, 
honours and military command ; and his subordinate talents were be* 
nehcinUy employed jn the public service. Yet the Phry^n was disaa* 
tished at receiving as a favour a scanty portion if the imperial 
prize, which he had bestowed on his equal ; and his discontent, which 
sometimes evaporated in a hasty discourse, at leo^ assumed a more 
threatening and hostile aspect against a prince \^om he r^resented 
as a cruel tyrant. That tyrant, however, repeatedly detected, warned^ 
and dismissed the old companion of his arms, till fear and resentment 
prevailed over gratitude ; and Michael, after a scrutiny into his actions, 
w.'is convicted of treason, and sentenced to be Iwnt alive in t^e furnace 
of the private baths. The ^vout humanity of me empress l^eephano 
was fatal to her husband atid family. A solemn day, the twenty-HfUi 
of ]>ecember, had been fixed fbr the execution ; she urged, that tne am* 
nivm^ry of the Saviour's birth would be profaned by this inhumait 
spectacle, and Leo consented with reluctance to a decent respite. But 
on the vi^ of the feast, his sleepless anxiety prgpihpted him to visit at 
the dead of night the chamber in which his enemy wgs confined ; he be- 
held him released from his chain, and stretched on the jailor^s bed In a 
profound slumber. Leo was alarmed at these signs of secuHty and in- 
telligence ; but though he retired with silent steps, his entrance and de- 
parture were noticed by a slave who lay concealed in a earner of the 
prison. Under the pretence of requesting the spiritual aid of a oonr 
lessor, Michael informed the conspirators, that tneir lives depended on 
his discretion, and that a few hours were left to assure their own safety, 
by the deliverance of their friend and country. On the mat festivra 
a chosen band of priests and chanters was admitted into the palace by a 
private gate to sing matins in theg^apel ^ and Lao, who regulated with 
the same strictness the discipline of the t^oirand o£ the camp, was s^ 
dom absent from those early devotiiMis. fn the eedesiastieal habit, but 
with swords under their robes, the eonq>katDrs mingled with the pro- 
cession, lurked in the aisles of the ehap^ and expected, as the signal 
of murder^ the intonation • of the first psalm by the emperor himssdf. 
The impenect light, and the unifbrmity of dress, might have favoured 
his esi^ape, while tiieir assault was pointed igainst a hmnniess priest | 
but they soon discovered their mistake^ and encompawed on fAeides 
the it^al victim. Without a weapon and Without a i&iend, w gra^fmd 
a wewty cross, and stood at bay against the hunters of liis life ; but as 
he asked for mercy,— This is the hour, not of mercy, but of yen- 
geance/' was the inexorable reply. The stroke of a wdLaimed' sword 
separated from his body the right arm and the cross, and lioo the Ar- 
menian was slain at the foot of the altar. 

A memorable reverse of fortune was displayed in Michael JL who, 
from a defect in his speech, was sumamea the Stammererf He was 
snatched Irom the fiery furnace to the sovereignly of an empire ; and as 
in tlie tumult a smith could not readily be found, the fetters rmnained on 
his legs several hours i^ier he was seated on the throne of the Ciasaiv. 
The royal blood whidi had been the price of his elevation, was unpro- 
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6iably spent ; in the pur^de he retained the i^oble vices of his origin ; 
and Michael lost his provinces v^ith as supine indifference os if uiey 
hod been the inheritance of his fathers, ilis title was disputed by 
Thomas^ the last ef the military triumvirate^ who tranraorted into 
Europe fourscore thousand Barbarians from the banks of the Tigris^ 
and tne shores of the Caspian. He formed the siege of Constantinople ; 
but the capital was defended with spiritual and carnal weapons ; a Bul- 
garian kin^ assaulted the camp of the orientals, and Thomas had the 
misfortune or the weakness to fall alive into the power of the conqueror. 
The hands and feet of the rebel were amputated ; he was placed on an 
aSs^ aad, amidst the insults of the people, was led through the streets, 
which he sprinkled with his blood. The depravation of manners, as savage 
as they were corrupt, is marked by the presence of the em])eror him- 
self. Deaf to the lamentations of a Mlow-soldier, he incessantly pressed 
the discovery of more accomplices, till his curiosity was checked by the 
question of an honest or guilty minister, — Would you give credit to an 

enemy against the most faithful of your friends ?' After the death of 
Ids first wi^ the emperor, at the request of the senate, drew from her 
ihonastery Buphrosyne, the daughter of Constantine VI. Her august 
birth might ju.sti^ a stipulation In the marriage-contract, that her 
children should equally share the empire with their elder brother. 
But the nuptials of Michael and Euphrosyne were barren ; and she 
was content with the of mother of Theophilus, his son and suc- 
ce68<»r. 'w 

The character of Theophilus is a nOro example in which religious 
zeid has allowed, and peihaps magnified, tho^ virtues of a heretic, and a 
persecutor. His valour was often felt, by the enemies, and his justice 
ty the subjects. Of the monarchy ; but the valour of Theophilus was 
rash and fruitless, and bis justice arbitrary and cruel. He displayed the 
banner of the cross ag^st the Saracens ; but his five expeditions were 
concluded by a signal overthrow ; Amorium, the native cit/ of his an- 
cestors, Was levehM with the ground, and from his military toils, he 
derived only the surname of the Unfortunate. The wisdom of a sove-* 
reign is compj^ised in the institution of laws and the dioice of magistrates, 
and while heTseems without action, his civil government revolved round 
his centre with the silence and order of the planetary system. But the 
justice of Theophilus was fashioned 4>n the model of the oriental des- 
pots, who, in personal and irregular acts of authority, consult the reason 
or passion of the moment, vrithout measuring the sentence by the laws, 
or the penalty by offence. A poor woman threw herself at the emperor's 
feet to complain of a^weriui neighbour, the brother of the empress, 
who had raised his palace'^aU td sui^ an inconvenient height, that her 
humble dwelling was exduded from Bght and air ! On the proof of the 
fact, instead of granting, like an orana^ judge, suifident or ample 
damages to the plantiff, the soverei^ adjud^d to her use and benefit 
thepiSUce and the ground. Nor wasTheopbOus content with this ex- 
travagant satis&ction; hip nieal converted a dvil trespass into a criroi- 
nal a^& ^i^the unfortunate patridau was stripped ana scourged in the 
public plailim Oonstantinopie. For some venial offences, some defect 
of equity or vigilance, the principal ministers, a prefect, a q^umstor, a 
captain of Ohe guards, were banished, or mutilated, or scalded with 
boiling piidi, or burnt alive in the hippodrome ; andl as these dreadful 
example might be thO'^ffects of error or caprice, ihey must have alie- 
nated from his service the best and wisest of tne citizens. But the pride 
of tMhttooarch was flattered in the exercise of power, or, as he thoug^ht, 
of vMue ; and the people, safe in their obscurity, applauded the dan- 
eqr and debasement of ^eir superiors. This extraordinary rigour was 
jestided, in some measure, by its salutary consequences ; smoe, after a 
sorudny of seventeen da)^, not a compldnt or abuse could be found in 
the court or dty ; and it might be «illeged that the Greeks could be ruled 
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only with a rod of iron^ and that the public interest is iho motive and 
law of the supreme judge. Yet In the crime^ or the aiiifipicion> of trea-* 
8on^ that jud^e is of all others the most credulous and partiaL 
philus might inflict a tardy vengeimce on the assaas^ of 1m and the 
saviours of his father ; but he enjoyed 4he fruits of th^ mime $ and 
his jealous tyranny sacrificed a brotlm and a prince to the future safisty 
of his life. A Persian of the race of the Sassanides died in poverty 
and exile at Constantinople^ leaving an only son> the issue of a plebebn 
marriage. At the age of twelve years, the royal birth of Theophobus 
was revealed^ and his merit was not tmworthy of his birth. He was" 
educated in the Byzantine palace^ a Christian and a soldier ; advanced 
with rapid steps in the career of fmrtune and glory ; received the hand 
of the emperor's sister ; and was promoted to the command of thirty 
thousand Persians, who, like his father, had fled from the MG^ometan 
conquerors. These troops, doubly infected with mercenary and fimatio 
vices, were desirous of revolting against their benefactor, and erecting 
the standard of their native king : but the royal TheophobMA r^eoted 
their offers, disconcerted tlieir sdiemesi, and escaped from their hands 
to the camp or palace of his royal brother. A generous confidence 
might have secured a faithful and able guardian for his wife and nis in- 
fant son, to whom Theophilus, in the flower of his age, was compelled 
to leave the inheritance of the empire. But jealousy was e:|aspe- 
rated by envy and disease : he ifeared the dangerous virtues wUph might 
either support or oppress their infancy and weakness ; and the dying 
empOror demanded the head of ^he Persian prince. With savage de- 
light, he recognised the fad^iliar features of his brother : Thou art 
no longer Theophobus,^ he said: and sinking on his couch, he added| 
with a faultering voice^ ** Soon, too soon, I diall be no more Theophilus r 
The Russians, who have borrowed ;&oin the Greeka the greatest part of 
their civil and ecclesiastical policy, preserved, till the last ceptury, a 
singular institution in the marriage of the caar. They collected, not 
the virgins of every rank and of every province, a vain and romantic 
idea, but the daughters of the principsu nobles, who awtfted in 
palace the choice of their sovereign. It is affirmed, that a similar 
method was adopted in the nuptids m Theophilus. With a golden ap- 
ple in his hand, ne slowly walked between two lines of contenoing beau- 
ties : his eye was detained by the diarms of Icasla, and, in the awk- 
wardness of a first declaration, the prince could only observe, that in 
this world, women had been the cause of mudi evil : " surely, sir,^ 
(she pertly replied,) they have likewise been the occasion oi mu^ 
good.*' This affectation of unseasonable wit displeased the imperial 
lover ; he turned aside in digest ; Icasia concealed ner mortification in 
a convent : and the modest ^ence of Theodora was rewarded with the 
golden apple. She deserved the love, but did not escape the severity, 
of her lora. From the palace garden he beheld a vdssel deeply laden, 
and steering into the port ; on the discovery that the precious cai^ of 
Syrian luxury was the property of his wife, he condemned Skip to 
the flames, with a sharp reproach, that her avarice hf^ diqPPadhd the 
character of an empress Into that of a merchant. Yet hit last choice in** 
trusted her with the guardiamdi^ of the empire and her son Michael, 
who was left an orphan in tile fifw year of his age. The rCidoration 
of images, and the final extirjwtion of the Iconodasts, has endeared her 
name to the devotion of the Greeks ; but in the fervour of rdigious 
zeal, Theodora entertained a grateful regard for the memory and smva- 
tion of her husband. After thirteen years of a prudent and fru^l 
administration, she perceived the dediiie of her influence ; but Wfi 
second Irene imitated only the virtues of her predecessor. Instead of 
conspiring against the life or government of her son, she retired, with- 
out a struggle, though not withoitt a murmur, to the solitude of private 
life, deploring the ingrutiiude> Uie vices, and the inevitable rou^ of the 
worthless youth. 
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Among tke suceotsors of Nero and Ela^balus^ we have not hitheiiio 
found the imhitioiiof their vioe^» tlie waracter of a Roman prince 
who conaidered pleaiuiae aa the of life> and virtue as the enemy 
of pkaauiie. WhiAmir nd^t have been the matwnal care of Theodora 
in the eduoatioiiof Midiael 1(L her unfortunate son was a kui^ before 
he WM a man. >lf thaamlHi^oas mother laboured to check the progresc 
of leason, ehe oould not oocd the diulUtioii of passion ; dnd her adhsdi 

d^^hteen, h^ r^ecie^\^ authority^ witht^ 
his own ki^peei^^to ^vem the empire and himself. With 
aR gravity and wildom retired from the court : their place 
led by the alternate Amninion of vice and foliy ; and it was 
impossiDie^ without foxfeiUbg the publio esteem^ to acquire or preserve 
favonr of tite emperor. The millions of gold and silvm which had 
bem^aecumulated for the serviceof tlm state, were lavished on the vilest 
of men, who flattered his passions aim shared his pleasures ; and in a 
reign of thkgeen years, the richest of sovereigns was compelled to strip 
She palace miA the churches of their precious fhmiture. Like Nero, be 
delighted in the amusements of the theatre, and sighed to be surpassed 
in the acoomplishmenta in which he dunild have blushed to excel. Yet 
the studies w Nero in musle and poetry, betrayed some symptoms of 
a Hbend taste: the moil ignoble arts of the son of Theophilus were con., 
fined to the chariot*raoe <n the hippodapsng. The four factions which 
had imitated the peace, sriR amiumd the idleness, of the capital: for 
himse^ the emperor assumed the hli|e,Jiivea^ ; the three rival colours 
were dmtributedto hk favourites, andUn thp viie> though eager con^ 
Mention, he flirgut the dignity d his person, and the safety of his do- 
minions. Ha sileneed tiie messenger of an invasion, who presumed 
to divert hie attention in U» most critical moment of the race ; and 
by his command, the importunate beacons were extinguished, that too 
flr^uently spread the alarm from Tarsus to Constantinople. The most 
sktlral oharidteers obtained the first place in his confidence and esteem ; 
their merit was profusely rewarded : the emperor feasted in their houses, 
and presented tneir children at the btqptismal font ; and whUe he ap- 
plauded has own popularity, he aSeoted to blame the cold and stately 
reserve of his pred^ssors. The unnatural lusts which had degarded 
even the manhood of Nero, were banished from the world ; yet the 
strength of Michad^ was consumed by the indulgence of love and in- 
temperance. In his midnight revds, when his passion! were infiamed 
by wine, he was provoked to issue the mdst mngumary oom^nda ; and 
if any feelings of humanity were left, he was reduced, with the return 
cf sense, to approve the sahitary disobedience of Ms servants. But 
the most extraordinary feature in the dtaraeter of MichaeL k the pro- 
Arne mockery of the religiim of his eountry^ The sUpers^m of the 
Greeks might indeed excite the smile of a philosopher : but hk smile 
would heve been rational and tempmte, and he must have condemned 
the iStjj^iiilJhflly of a youth who insulted the objects of publio venera- 
tion. A ffiken of the court was invested in the robes d the patriarch ; 
the twelve metropolitans, among whom the mirror was r^ed, as- 
sumed their eederiastioiil garments : they used or abused the sacred 
vessels or the altar t and In tlieir bacchanidiatt fdasik, the holy commu- 
nion was administered in a nauseous compound of vinegar ana mustard. 
Nor were these impious spectacles concerned from the eyes of the city. 
Oil the day of a solemn rastival, the emperor, with hk bishops or buf- 
foons, rode on asses through the streets ; encountered the true patriarch 
at the head of his clergy ; and by their licentious shouts and obscene 
gestures, disordered the gravity of the Christian procession. The de- 
votion of Michael appeal^ only in some offence to reason or piety : he 
received hk theatrical crowns from tke statue of the Virgin ; and an 
imperial tomb was violated for the sake of burning the bones of Con- 
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atanfcine the Iconoclast. this extravagant condnct, the son of Tiieo« 
philus became as contemptible as he was odious ; ev^ dUsen was im- 
patient for the deliverance of his country ; and even An Avonriteo of 
the moment were apprehend ve that a oaprioe mi^t sziatoh away Wheat 
H caprice Jiad bestowed. In the thirtieth year of his age^ and kt the 
hour of intoxication and deep> Midhael lu. was murdered in his dkam- 
her by the founder of a new dynasty, whom the emperor had raiied.to 
an equality of rank and power. 

The genealo^ of B^il the Macedonian (if it be not the i^iprietis 
offspring of pnde and flattery) exhibits a ^uine picture Of the revc^- 
tion of the most illustrious families. The Arsaddes, the rivak of Rome, 
possessed the scei^re of the east near four handr^ yearw; a younger 
branch of these rarthian kings continued to rdgn in Armenia : and 
their royal descendants survived the partition and servitu^ of that 
ancient monarchy. Two of these, Artabanus and Chlienes, escaped or 
retired to the court of Leo P.>*nis bounty seated them in a safe and 
hospitable exile, in the provincw'hf Macedonia: Adrianqple was their 
iinai settlement. During several generations th^ ipainti^»d the dig- 
nity of their birth ; and their'^Ronm patriotism rej^ed tempting 
offers of the Persian and Arabian powers, who re^ed them to their 
native country^ But their splendour was insensibly deuded by time 
and poverty : and the father of Basil was reduced to a simiBierttit which 
he cidtivated with his own hands: yet he soonMl to disgmee Ap-blood 
of the Arsaddes by a plebehm imiBnee*-^hia wifb, a widow of Adriwople, 
was pleased to count W<mg h4r ancestors, the great Constantine ; and 
their royal infant was connected by some dark affinity of lineage or 
country with the Macedonian Atekander. No sooner was he born, than 
the cradle of Basil, his family, and his dty, were w^t»awsy by an 
inundation of the Bulgarians: he was educated a slave In a foreign 
land; and in this severe discipline, he aoduired the hardiness of body 
and flexibility of mind which promoted his future elevation. In the 
age of youth or manhoed he shared the deliverance of the Roman cajt- 
tives, who generously broke their fetters, marched through B^aria to 
the shores of the Euxine, defeated two armies of the BSrbarians, eni- 
barked in the ships which had been stationed for their reception, and 
returned to Constantinople, irom whence thev were distributed to their 
respective homes. But the freedom of Badl was naked and destitute : 
his farm was ruined by the calamities of war : after his father's death, 
his manual labour or service, could no longer support a family of or- 
phans ; and he resolved to seek a more conspicuous theatre, in which 
every virtue and every vice may lead to the paths of greatness. The 
first night of his arrival at Con8tantinople> without friends or money, 
the weary pilgrim slept on the steps of the diurdi of St. Diomede : he 
wab. fed bv the casual hospitality or a monk ; and was introduced to tlio 
service el a cousin and namesake of tlie emperor Theophflus ; who, 
though himself of a diminutive person, was aiwaj^s foBowed by a train 
of t^ and handsome domestics. Basil attended his patron to the go- 
vernment of Peloponnesus ; eclipsed, by his personal me ^ the birth 
and dignityof Theophilus, and formed an useful connexion wHm a wealthy 
;ind charitable matron of Patras. Her spiritual or carnid love embraced 
the young adventurer, whom she adopted as her son. Danielis pre- 
sented him with thirty slaves ; and the produce of her bounty was ex- 
pended in the support of his brothers, and the purchase of some large 
estates in Macedonia. His gratitude or ambition still attached him to 
the service of Theophilus ; and a lucky accident reecunmendeu him to * 
the notice of the court. A famous wrestler, in the train of Die Bul- 
garian ambassadors, had defied, at the niyal banquet, the boldest and 
most robust of the Greeks. The strength of Basil was praised : he ac- 
cepted the challenge ; and the Barbarian champion was overthrown at 
the first onset* A beautiful but vicious horse was oondemned to be 
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hfuitfitrung; it was subdued ]by tbe dexterity and oourairo of the servant 
of Theopnilus ; and his eosq^iieror was promoted to an nonomrable rank 
in the imperial stables* But H was impossible to obtain the confidence 
of Michael, without complying with his vices ; and his new favourite, 
the great diamberkin of the palace, was raised and supported by a dis- 
gramul marriage 'with a roM concubine, and the dishonour of his 
sister, who sucededed to her place. The public admink^tion had been 
abandoned to the Cmsar Bardas, the brother and enemy of Theodora ; 
but the arts of female influence persuadad Michael to hate and to fear 
his unde t he was drawn from Constantinople, under the pretext of a 
Cretan expedition, and stabbed in the teqt of audience, by the sword of 
the chamberlain, and in the presence of the emperor. About a month 
after this execution, Basil was invested with the title of Augustus and 
the TOvemment ^ the empire. He supported thk uneuual association 
tin his influence was fortined by popu to fCsteem. His life was endan- 
gered by the caprice of the emperor his dignity was profaned by a 
second colleague, who had rowed in the galleys. Yet the murder of 
his benefaotCy must be condemned as an act of ingratitude and treason ; 
and the churchci which he dedicated to the name of St. Michael, were 
a pw and puerile hxpiation of his guilt* 

The different ages of Basil L may be compared with those of Augus- 
tus. The situation of the Greek did not allow him in his earliest youth 
to lead an army against his country, or to proscribe the noblest of her 
sons ; but his aspiring genius stooped to me axts of a slave ; he dis- 
sembled his ambition and even his virtues, and grasped, with the bloody 
hand of an assassin, the empire whidb he ruled with the wisdom and 
tenderness of a |iarent. A private ci^en may feel his interest repug- 
nant to his duty ; but it must be from a deficiency of sense or courage, 
that an absolute monarch can separate his happiness from his glory or 
his glory irom the public welfare. The life or panegyric of Basil has 
indeed been composed and published under the long reign of his des- 
cendants ; but even their stability on the throne may be justly ascribed 
to the superior merit of their ancestor. In his character, his grandson 
Constantine has attempted to delineate a perfect image of royuty ; but 
that feeble prince, unless he had copied a real model, could not easily 
have soared so high above the level of his own conduct or conceptions. 
But the most solid praise of Basil is drawn irom the comparison of a 
ruined and a fiourkhing monarchy, that which he wrested from the dis- 
solute Michael, and that whichheMoueathed to the Macedonian dynasty. 
The evils whic^ had been sanctified by time and example, were corrected 
by his masterhand ; and he revivc4» not the national spirit, at least 
tne order and majesty of the Homan empke. His application was in- 
defatigable, hk temper cool, his understanding vigorous and decisive ; 
and in his practice he observed that raj:^ and salutary moderation which 
pursues each virtue^ at an equal distance between the opposite vices. 
His military service had beew confined to the palace ; nor was the em- 
peror endowed with the spirit or the talents of a warrior. Yet under 
Ilk reign thd Hbmon arms were again formidable to the Barbarians. As 
soon as he had formed a new army by discipline and exercise, he ap- 
peared in pei^n on the banka of the Eupmrates, curbed tlie pride of 
the Saracens, and suppressed the dangerous though just revolt of the 
Manichseans. His inaighatlon against a rebel who had long eluded hk 

E ursuii, provoked him to wish and to pray, that, by the grace of (^d, 
e drive three arrows into the head of Chrysochir* That odious 
head^ which had been obtained by treason rather than by valour, was 
suspended from a tree, and thrice exposed to the dexterity of the im- 
penal archer; a base revenge {gainst the dead, more worthy of the 
times, than of the character of Basil. But his principal merit was in 
the dvil administration of the finances and of the laws. To replenish 
an exhausted treasury, it was proposed to resume the lavish and iU- 
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placed ^ifts of hia predecessors : his prudence abated one moiety of the 
restitution ; and a sum of ljS00,000£ was instantly procured to answer 
the most pressing demands, and to idlow some i^ee for the mature 
operations of economy. Among the various sehemee for the improve* 
ment of the revenue, a new mode was suggested of ^fi^itation, or -tri- 
bute, which would have too much depend^ on the srtbirmT’ dtecrethKi 
of the assessors. A sufficient list of honest and able Mpents was instantly 
produced by the minister; but on the more cainfiu serutiny of Basil 
himself, only two could be found, who might he safSsly intrusted with 
such dangerous powers ; and they justifidd hiB esteam by declintng his 
confidence. But the serious ana successful diligence of the emperor 
established by degrees an equitable balance of property and payment, of 
receipt and expenditure ; a peculiar fond was appropriated to each ser- 
vice ; and a public method secured the Interest of the prince and the 
property of the people. After reforming the luxury, he assigned two 
patrimonial estates to supp^the decent plenty, of the impex^ table : 
the contributions of the subj^ were reserved for his defence ; and the 
residue was employed in the embellishment of the capital and provinces. 
A taste for building, however costly, may deserve sonurtu^se and much 
excuse ; from thence industry is fm, art is encouraged, tmd some object 
is attained of public emolument or pleasure ; the use of a road> an 
aqueduct, or an Hospital, ieobvious and solid ; and the hnndred churches 
that arose by the command of Basil, were consecrated to the devotion 
of the age. In the chai^uster of a judge he was assiduous add impur- 
* tial ; desirous to save, tmt not afrdd to strike : the oppressors of the 
people were severely chastised'; but his personal foes, whom it might 
be unsafe to pardon, were condemned, after the loss of their eyes, to 
a life of solitude and r^ntance. The change of language* and manners 
demanded a revision of the obsolete jurisprudence of Justinian: the 
voluminous body of his institutes, pandects, code, and novels, was di- 
gested under forty titles, in the Greek idiom ; and the Basiltef, which 
were improved and completed by his son and grandson, must be referred 
to the original genius of the founder of their race. This glorious reign 
was terminated by an accident in the chase. A furious stag entangled 
his horns in the belt of Basil, and raised him from his horse ; he was 
rescued by an attendant, who cut the belt and slew the animal ; but the 
fall, or the fever, exhausted the strength of the ^ed monarch, and he 
expired in the palace, amidst the tears of his family and people. If he^ 
struck off thenoad of the faithful servant, for presumhig to draw his* 
sword against his sovereign, the pride of despotism, wh!^ had lain dor- 
inadt in his life, revivea in the last moments of despair, when he no 
loiter wanted or valued the opinion of mankind. 

Of the four sons of the emperor, Constantine died before his father, 
whose grief and credulity were athused by a flattering hnpostor and a 
vain apparition. Stephen, tine youngest, was content with the honours 
of a patriarch and a saint ; both Leo and Alexander were alike invested 
with the purple, but the powers of government were solely exercised 
by the eldfer brother. The name of VI. has been diguifled with the 
title of philosopher ; and the union of the prince and the sage, of the 
active and speculative virtues, would indeed constitute the pmection of 
human nature. But the claims of Leo are far short of this ideal excel- 
lence. Did he reduce his passions and appetites under tiie dominion of 
reason ? His life was spent in the pomp of the palace, in the society of 
his wives and concubines ; and even the clemency which he shewed, 
and the peace whicli he strove to preserve, must be imputed^ to the 
softness and indolence of his character. Did he subdue his prejudices, 
and those of ht< subjects? His mind was tinged i(ith the most puerile 
superstition ; the influence of the clergy, ana tJie errors of the people, 
were consecrated by his laws ; and the oracles of Leo, which reveal, in 
prophetic style, the fates of the empire, are founded on the arts of 
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Mtrology and divination. If we irtiH Inquire tbe reason of hU sage ap« 
pellation^ it can only be r^Ued^ t&at the son of Basil was less ignorant 
than the neater nart qf tsKj^temporaries In churdi and state ; that 
his €i4uc8tion by the learned Photius ; and that seve* 

ral hooks of ii^ane ecSesiastical science were composed by the 
pen. or in tha Ae imperial phihiop/ier. But the reputation 

of his philqsimhy fm ireli^cm was overthrown by a domestic vice^ the 
repetition ^ ,The psrimitive ideas of the merit and holi- 

ness of cemKicy.M^^O preobhed by the monks and entertained by the 
Gredi;Sf was attowed as a necessary means for the propaga- 

tion of n^imtnd; after the death of either party, the survivor might 
satisfy^ by a Hifond union, the weakness or the stre^gtli of the desli ; 
but a third mairiaga was censored as a state of legal fornication ; and a 
fourth was a sin*br soapdal y^ unknov^nio the Christians of the eabt. 
In the beginning of his xekn^ Leo himsdtf had abolished the state of 
concubines, and condemned without wmdling, third marriages ; but 
his patriotism and Iqve soon compelled mm ro violate his own laws, and 
to incur the penance, which in a similar case he had imposed on his 
subjects, in Jl||f.three dnst aDianees, his nuptial bed was unfruitful ; 
the emwor poured a i^ale companion, and the empire a legitimate 
heir. The beautiful Zpl was introduced into the palace qs a concubine ; 
and after a t^ of her fecundity, and thp bir& of Constantine, her 
Ipver dedaredhls intention of kjghmnating the mother and the child, 
by the celebration of his fourth nuptials. But the patriarch Nicholas 
refused his blessing; the imperial beqi^Bm c^^the Y^tng prince was ob-' 
tdned by a promise of separation; and ^ contumacious husband of 
22oe was exiduded from the communion ji|f ifte^thfol. Neither the fear 
of erile, or the dasojction of his brethren, ^or the authority of the Latin 
church, nor the danger of failure or doubt fo i^e succession to the em- 
pire, could bend the spirit of the inilexiblemionk. After the death of 
Leo, he was recalled from exile to the civil and ecclesiastical administra- 
tion ; and the edict of union which was promul^ted in the name of 
Constantine, condemned the future scandal of fourth marriages, and 
left a tacit imputation on his own birth. 

In the Greek language pui/^U and porphyry are the same word; and 
as the colours of nature are invariable, we may learn, that a dark deep 
red was the Tyrian dye which stained the purple of the ancients. An 
apartment of the Byzantine palace was lined with por|^yry: it was re- 
^served for the use of the prCgnant empress^ ; and tie royal birth of 
their children ilusi expressed by the impellatiou of porphyrpyonite, or 
born in the purple, neveral of the Soman princes h^been blessed 
with an heir ; but this peculiar smmamu WOA oxvt applied to Constan- 
tine VII. His life and titular ram of equal duration ; but of 
hfty-four yeqrs, six had elapsed betora hip father s death; and the 8<m 
qf Leo waa dver the voluntary qr r^etant aub^t of those o, - 
pressed his weakness or abused his confidence. His unde Alei^der, 
who had long been invested with * the title of Augustus, was the first 
colleague and governor of the young prince ; but in a rapid career of 
vice and foll^, m brother of lieo wready emulated the reputation of 
Michael; and inimhewas extinguished by a timelydeath, he enter- 
tained a pyt^i of castrating his nephew, and leaving the empire to a 
worthless favourite. The succeeding yeaw of the mji^ty of Constan- 
tine were occupied by his mother Zoe, and a succession of counril of 
seven regents, who pursued their interest, gratified their pandons, 
abandonad the republic, stmplanted each other, and finally vanished in 
the presence of a soldier. From an obscure ori^, Romanns Lecapenus 
had raised himself to the conunand of the naval armies ^ and in the 
anarchy of the times, had deiMrved, oi^ at least had obtamed, the na- 
tionri esteem. With a victorious and affsctionafo fleet, he sailed from 
the mouth of the Dmiube into the harbour of Constantinople, and was 
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hailed as the deliverer of the j^ple. and the guardiaii of prince. 

His supreme o^ce was at iirst deijinedl^lha fothsr 

of the emperor; but Romaous soon dMmnedilmedbfxi^^ powers of 
a minister^ and assumed^ with the tides of Cinsareilli Aiigasttl% the 
full independence of roymty> wiiieh he held near !five> 4 |iBid«-twenty years. 
His three sons, Christopher, Stephen, and Cotnitfin^s^ were mcees- 
sively adorned with the same honoeira^ and the iawliil empeneh^ wee de^ 
graded»from the first to the fifth rank in this college of princes^ Yet, 
m the preservation of his life and cirown, he might still appkmd his own 
fortune and the demeni^ of the ttstirpejA llie examples of andeni and 
modern history would We exonsed uie aanMtion of Romanos: the 
powers and the laws of the empire wm in his hand ; the spurious birth 
of Constantine would have*)irtstified his exctusion ; and the grave or the 
monastery was open to receive the son of the concubine. But Leea- 
penus docs not appear to hwjg p^seased eitlUr thu virtues or the vices 
of a tyrant. The smrit nna%ctivitv of his ^vate life dissolved away 
in the sunshine of the throne ; and in his Hcentioos nteisuroB, he forgot 
the safety both d the repubitc and of his family. and r&- 

gious character, he respected the saHibtity of oaths, tfilmnoeeace of the 
youth, then|emoryof his parents, and the attechmentof the people. 
The studious temper andimtireiuent of Constantin^ dhtarmed the jeal- 
ousy of power : his books and thusic, hJs pen and his j^ndl, were a con- 
stant source of amusement ; and if he could improve a scantyi^aUoift'anco 
by the sale of hlS^picturei, if their price was not enhanced by the name 
of the artist, he was with a personal talent, whidi few princes 

could employ in the hour m Hfbxity. 

The fi^ of Komai^ Was occasioned by his own vices and those of 
his children. After tfiO decease of Christopher, his eldest son, the two 
surviving brothers quaj¥%lled with each other, and eon«dred against 
their father. At the honr of iioon> when all strangers wire regularly 
excluded from the palace, they entered his apartment wftlr an armed 
force, and conveyed him, in the habit of a monk, to a small island in the 
Propontis, which was peopled by a religious community* The rumour 
of this domestic revolation excit^ a tumult in the dty ; but Porphyro- 
genitus alone, the true and lawful emperor, was the object of the public 
care ; and the sons of Lccapeiius were taught, by tardy experience, that 

a had achieved a guilty and perilous enterprise for the benefit of 
r rival. Their sister Helena, the wife of Constar^ne, revealed, or 
supposed, their tmacberous design of aSbassiiiating m hurimnd a^ the 
royid banquet. His royal adbermita were alarmed; and Ihe two usur- 
pers were prevented, seised^ degraded from the purple,Ated embarked 
for the same island and monastery where their fatner had been so lately 
confined. Old Komanus met riiem on the beadi with a sarcastic smile, 
and^^ after a just reproach of their fblly and ingratitude, presented his 
imperial colleagues with aii equal share of his water and vi^table diet. 
In the fortieth year of his rei^, Ccnstaotine VIL obtained the posses- 
sion of the eastern world, which he ruled, or seemed f/o rule, near fifteen 
years. But he was devoid of that energy of diai^& which could 
emerge into a life of action and glory: and th#^Stadiee which had 
amused and (|igoified hiif leisure;, were incompariblC with the serious 
duties of a so'^ereign. The emperor neg^itcted the practice, to instruct 
his son Romanus in the theory of government ; while he indulged the 
habits of xntempdrance and sloth, he draped reins of the adminU 
stration into the hands of Helena hjs wim ; and» In the ahiftiug scene 
of her favour and caprice;, each minister was regretted In the promotion 
gf a more worthless successor. Yet the birth and misfbrtuites of Con- 
stantine had endeared him to riie Greeks : they excused his ; 

they respected his learning, his innocence, and cKarity, his love of jus- 
tice ; and the ceremony of his funetal was mourned with the unfeigned 
lem of his subjects; The body, according to ancient custom, lay in 
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state in the vestibule of the pilaoe ; and the civil and military offleem, 
the patricia^^ the senate^ i|id, tlie clergy^ approached in due order to 
adore and kiss the Inaciknate coiMe of their sovereign. Before the pro- 
cession moved i^Slrards the imperial sepulchre^ a herald proclaimed this 
awful admonitietii*^*^ Arise, O king of the world, and obey the sum- 

mans of the Kingj^ kii^ V* 

The death of ^ Coin^ntine was imputed to poison ; and his son Ro* 
manus, who derived inat name from nis maternal grandfather, * ascend- 
ed the throne of Constantinople. A prince who, at the a^ of twenty, 
could be suspected of anticipating his inheritance, must have been al- 
r^dy lost in the pubUc esteem ; yet Romanus was rather weak than 
wicked ; and tiie largest share of the guilt was transferred to his wife, 
Theophano^ a woman of base origin, masculinsr spirit, and flagitious man- 
ners. The sense of personal glory, and public h^piness, the true plea- 
sures of royalty, were unknown to the son of Constantine ; and while 
the two brothers, Nicephorus and Leo, triumphed over the Saracens, 
the hours which the emperor owed to his people were consumed in stre- 
nuous idleness. In^thi: morning he visited the circus : at noon he feasted 
the senatcvs ; ^e greatei^mrt of the afternoon he spent in the Spharis-^ 
teiium, or tennis court, the only theatre of Jhis victories ^ from thence 
he passed over tq, tlie Asiatic side of the Bosporus, hunted and killed 
four wild boars of the largest Mse, and returned to the palace proudly 
content with the labours of the Any. In stren^h and beauty he was 
conspicuous above his equals : tall and 8tralght*1& a young cypress, his 
complexion was fair and florid, his eyra sparkling, his shoulders broad, 
his nose long and aquiline. Yet even^t&ese pei%ctions were insufli- 
cient to fix the love of Theophano ; and, afteraxeign of four years, she 
mingled for her husband the same deadly drft^gfht which she nad com- 
posed for his father. 

By his m^n^e with this impious woman, Romanus the younger left 
two sous, Btisil 11. and Constantine IX* and two daughters, Theophano 
and Anne. The eldest sister was ^ven to Otho II. emperor of the 
west ; the younger became the wile of Wolodomir, ^eat duke and 
apostle of Russia, and, by the marriage of her gran^aughter with 
lienry L king of France, the blood of the Macedonians, and perhaps 
of the Arsacides, sill flows in the veins of the Bourbon line. Alter the 
death of her husband,' the empress aspired to reign in tke'name of her 
sons, the elder of whom was five, and the younger only two, years of 
age ; but die soon felt the instability of a throne, which was supported 
by a female who could not be esteeme^ and two infants who could not 
be feared. Theophano looked arounAfor o protector, and threw her- 
self into the arms of the bravest 8ol<^ : her heart was capricious ; bur 
the deformity of die new favourite rendi^red it more probable that, in- 
terest was the. motive and excuse of her love. Nicephorus F^as 
united, in the popular opinion, the.doubie merit of a hero and a saint* 
In the former diaraeter, his qualiflcations were genuine and i^lendid : 
the descendant of,a race^ illustrious by their military exploits, he had 
displayed, ^in every, station and in ev«^ province, the courage of a sol- 
dier and the oond|i^«of a chief ; and Nicephorus was crowned with re- 
cent laurelB, from Ihe important conquest of the ide ^ Crete. His re- 
ligion was of a more ambiguous cast; and his hair-doth, hts flists, his 
pious idiom, and his wisli.to retire from the business of the world, were 
a convenient mask for his dark and dangerous ambition. Yet he im- 
posed on a* holy patriarch, by whose influence, and by a decree of the 
senate, he was Intrusted, during the minority of the young princes, 
with the absolute and itidepenoeitt command of the orienm armies. 
As soon as he had secured- the leaders and the troops, he boldly maith- 
ed to Constantinople, trampled on his ^emles, avowed his correspon- 
dence with the empress, and, without degrading her sons, assumed, with 
the title of Augustus, the pre-eminence of rank and the plenitude of 
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power. But hh marriage with Tliec^hano was refused hj the seme pa* 
triardi who had placed the crown on his head ; by his second nuptida 
he incurred a year of canonical penonce^va bar of spiritual afRnity was 
opposed to their celebraf^n ; and seme ^asioa and re-> 

quired to silence the scru{des of the deigy andpe(4ile« He popidiirlty 
of the emperor was lost in the purple: in are^ of m years he pro- 
voked the hatred of strangers and subjects ; and tbe nmcrisy and 
avarice of the first Nicephorus were revived in stioces&r. Hypo- 
crisy I shall never justify palliate; but 1 wiR dare to observe, that 
odious vice ox avarice is of all oUim most hastily arraigned, and 
most unmercifully condemned. In a private citizen, our judgment sel* 
dom expects an accurate scrutiny into his fortune and expense : and in 
a steward of the public treasure, frugality is always a virtue, and the 
increase of taxes too often an indispensable duty. In the use of his pa- 
trimony, the generous ten^iSr of Nicephorus had been proved ; and the 
revenue was strictly applied to the service of the Atate: each spring the 
emperor marched in person against the Saracens ; and every Roman 
iTiiglit compute tlie employment of his taxes in triumphs, conquests, 
and the security of the eastern barrier. 

Among the warriors who promoted his elevatipn, alMl served under 
his standard, a noble and valiant Armenian had deserv^ and obtained 
the most eminent rewards. The statue of John Zimisces was below the 
ordinary standard ; but tblq diminutive bcidy was endpu^d with stren^h, 
beauty, and the soul of a hero. By the jemousy ofUne emperor’s btb- 
ther, he was degraded from the office of general of the east, to that of 
director of the posts^ and Jhis murmurs were chastised With dis^ace 
ami exile. But Ztmisces was raided among the numerous lovers of the 
empress: on her intercessinn he was permitted to reside at Chalcedon, 
in the neighbourhood M ‘^the capit^ : her bounty was repaid in his 
clandestine and amoroira Idsits to tlie palace ; and Thoophano consent- 
ed M ith alacrity to the deinh of an ugly and penurious husband. Some 
bold and trusty conspirators were concealed in her mott private cham- 
bers ; in the darkness of ^ winter night, Zimisces, with his principal 
companions, embarked in a small boat, traversed the Bosphorus, hmded 
at the palace stairs, and silently ascended a ladder of ropes, which was 
cast down by tlm female attendants. Neither his own suspicions, nor 
the warnings of his friends, nor the tardy aid of hisiirother Leo, nor 
the fortress which he had erected in the palace, could protect Nice- 
phdrus from • domestic foe, at whose voice every door was opened to 
the assassins. As he slept on a bear-skin on the ground, he was roused 
by their noisy intrusion, and thirty daggers glittered before his eyes. 
It is doubtful whether Zimisces imbrued his hands in the blood of his 
sovereign ; but he enjoyed the inhuman spectacle of reven^. The 
murder was protracted by instdt and cruelty and as soon as the head 
of Nicephorus was shewn from the window, the tumult was hushed, and 
the Armenian was emperor of the east. On the day of bis coronation, 
he was 8t<^ped on the threshold of SL Sophia, by the intrepid patriarch,* 
who charged his conscience with the deeu of treason and blood ; and re- 
quired, as a sign of repentance, that he should separate himself from 
his more crimiw assoaate. This sally of apostolic zOal was not offien- 
sive to the prince> since he could neither love nor trust a woman who 
had repeatemy violated the most sacred obligations ; and Theophano, 
instead of sharing his imperial fortune, was dismissed with ijgnominy from 
his bed and palace. In their last interview, riie displayed a frantic and im- 
potent rage ; accused the ingratitude of her lover ; assaulted with words 
and blows son Basil, as he stood silent and submis^ve in the presence 
of a superior colleague ; and avowed her own prostitution in proclaim- 
ing the illegitim.'icy of his birth. The public indignation was appeased 
by her exile, and the punishment of the meaner accomplices; the death 
or an unpopular prince was forgiven ; and the guilt of Zimisces was for- 
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^jtten in the splendour of his virtues. Perhaps his profusion was less 
us^ul to the state thfvn the avarice of Nicepnorus^ but his gentle and 
generous beliaviour ddighted aU who fq[>proacned his person: and it was 
only in the paths of Vj^iy he trod in the footsteps of his prede- 
cess^« The gteatOiMl plf^of hit reign was emplojred in the camp and 
the field : his vIIout and activity were signalized on the Da* 

nube and the ancient boundaries of the Roman world ; and 

bv his double trlumg|^er the Russians and the Saracens^ he deserved 
the titles of savic^ IMrthe empire^ and conqueror of the east^ In his 
last return from ^ria, he observed that the most fruitful lands of his 
new province^ were p<^eit86d by the eunuchs. ** And is it for them/* 
(he exclaimed^ with ncmest indignation^) that we haveibught and con* 
** quered Is it for them that we shed our bloody and exhaust the trea- 
'' sures of ourpeople The complaint was re-echoed to the palace, and 
the death of Zimfsces is strongly marked sdth the suspicion of poison. 

Under this ^urpation, or regency, of twelve years^ the two lawful 
emperors, Biisu and Constantine, had silently grown to the age of man* 
hood. Their tender years had been incapabfe of dominion : the respect- 
ful niodesty of ^leir attendance and salutation, was due to the age and 
merit of their guardiqns : the childless ambition of those guardians 
had no temptation to violate their right of succession :v their patri- 
mony was ably*fuui faithfulty* ^ministered; jand the preiUature death 
of Zumisces was a )oss, rather tJum a benefit^ to the sons of Roman us. 
Their want of expeHence detained them twelve years longer the obscure 
and voluntary pupils of a ministej^ who extended his reign by persuad- 
ing them to induce the pleasures of youths and to disdain the labours 
of government. In this silken web^ the weakness of Constantine was 
for ever entangled ; but his elder brother felt the impulse of genius and 
the desire of action : he frowned, und the miniver was no more. Basil 
was the acknowledged sovereign of Constantinople and the provinces of 
Europe ; but Asia was oppressed by two veteran generals, JPhocas and 
Sclerus, who, alternately wnds and enemies, subjects and rebels, main- 
tained their independence, and laboured to emulate the example of suc- 
cessful usurpation. Against these domestic enemies the son of Romanus 
first drew his sword, and they trembled in the mresence of a lawful and 
high-spirited priqce. The first, in the front of battle, was thrown from 
his horse, by the stroke of poison, or an arrow ; the second, who had 
been twice loaded with chains, and twice invested with the purple, was 
desirous of ending in peace the small remainder of his%iys. As the 
aged suppliant approached the throne, with dim eyes and faltering steps, 
leaning on his two attendanls, the emperor exclaimed, in the insolence 
of youth and power.—'* And is thiajtpg man who has so long been the 
object of terror r After he had 'confirmed his own authority, and 
the peace of the empire, the trophiasoC^^^^^^^ Zimtsces would 
not suffer the& rpyal pupil to sleep in m palace. His long and fireur ent 
expeditions against the 6araceqp were Vather glorious, than useful to 
the empire; but the final destrlmion of thehingdom of Bulgaria ap- 
pears, since the time of Selisariut, the most important triumph of the 
ll^man arms. Yet Instead of applauding their victorious prince, his 
subjects detested the ramsons and rigid avarice of Basil ; and in the 
imperfect namliVe of m exploits, we can <«ly discern &e courage, 
patience, and throciousness, of a soldier. A vichnis education, which 
could not subdue his^rit, bad douded his mind ; hd was ignorant of 
every science ; and the remembrance of his learned and feeble granMre* 
might encourage a real or effected contempt of laws and lawyers, of 
artists and arts. Qf such a character, in sudi an age, ^perstition took 
a firm and lasting possession ; after the first licence of tiis youth, Basil 
IT. devoted his fife, in the palace ahd the camp, to the penance of a 
hermit, wore the monastic habit under bis robes and armour, observed 
a vow of continence, and imposed on Ms appetites a perpetual abstinence 
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from wine nnd Hesli. Jn the sixty-eighth year of his age^ his HiartM 
spirit urged him to emlmrtc in person for a holy imr amnst the £ku<a- 
cens of Sicily ; he was prevented by death, aw Basih sorhamed the 
slayer of the Bulgarians, wab ^Ksmissed fifths w<itM> wRhthel^ecid^ 
of the clergy and the curses of tlie people. AHer nir 
ther Constantine enjoyed, about three years, the the 

pleasures, of royalty ; and his only dare was the tetttei^c^ of hia sue* 
cession. He had enjoyed sixty-six years thd We^of Augustut; nnd 
the reign of the two hrothers is the lok^^t, atuT tnol^ obscure, the 
Bysantine history. 

A lineal succession of five emperors in a period of one hundred and 
sixty years, had attached the loyalty of the Creeks to the Macedonian 
dynasty, which had been thi:ice rejected by the usurpers of their power. 
After the death of Constantine IX., the mt male of the royal race, a 
new and broken scene presented itself, and the accumulated years of 
twelve emperors do not equal the space of his single rei^. His elder 
brother had preferred his private chastity to the public interest, and 
C'onstantine himself had only three daughters, ^udoda, who took the 
veil, and Zoe and Theodora, who were preserve till a ntiatnre age in a 
state of ignorance and virginity. When th^ir marriage was ^scussed 
in the council of their dying father, tbe cold or pious 'Iheodora refused 
to give an hehf to the empire, but her sister l6oe presented herself a will- 
ing victim at the altar. ROlnamis Argyrus, a patrfdum of a graceful 
person and fair reputation, was chosen for her husband, and op his de- 
clining that honour, was informed, that blindness or death was the 
second alternative. The motive of his^reluctance was conjugal affec- 
tion ; but his faithful wife sacrifft'ed her own hsppiness to his safety 
and greatness ; and her entrance into a monastery removed the only 
bar to the imperial nuptif^ After the decease of Constantine, the 
becptre devolved to llomanu# 111. ; but his laboi^Fe at home and abroad 
were equally feeble and fruitless ; and the mature age, the fbrty-eight 
years of Zoe, wflfre less favourable to the hopes of pregnancy than to 
the indulgence of pleasure. Her favourite cnamberlain wUs a hand- 
some Paphlagoniaii of the name of Michael, whose first trade had been 
that of a money-changer ; and Romanus, either from gratitude or equity, 
connived at their criminal intercourse, or accepted a slight assurance 
of their innocence. But Zoe soon justified the Roman maxim, that 
every adulteress is capable of poisoning her husband ; and the death of 
Romanus was instantly followed by the sciindalous marriage and eleva- 
tion of Michael IV. The expectations of Zoe were, however, disap- 

} )ointed ; instead of a v^rous and gratefM lover, the had placed m 
lor bed a miserable wretdo, whpse health and reason tv ere imputed by 
epileptic fits, and whose conscigdce was tormented by despair and re- 
morse. The most skilful physimans of the mind and body were sum- 
moned to his aid ; and his hopes mre amused by frequent pilgrimages 
to the baths, and to the tombs of the most popular swts : the monks 
applauded his penance, and, except restitution (but to whom should he 
have restored?) Michael sought ev^y method of expiating his guilt. 
While he groaned and prayed in sadkcloth and ashO$, brother, the 
eunucli John, smiled at nis remorse, arid enjoyed the harvest of a 
crime of which himself was the secret and most guilty author. His ad- 
ministration was only the art of siatiating his avarice, and Zoe became 
a captive in the palace of her fathers and in the hands of her slaves. 
When ho perceived the irretrievable decline of his brother's health, he 
introducea his nephew, another Michaei^ whp derived his sumame of 
Calaphates from his father's occupation in the careening of vessels : at 
the command of the eunuch, Zoe adopted for her son the son of a me- 
chanic ; and this fictitious bar was invested with the title and purple 
of the Cessars, in the presence of the senate and clergy. So feeble was the 
character of Zoe, that was oppressed by the liberty andpcfwer which 
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I19 recovered by the death of the Paphlaf onian ; and at the end of four 
day^ she placed the crown on tlie head or Michael V. who had protested, 
Mith tears and oaths^ that he plfould ever reign the first and most obe« 
dient of her subjectsu The ^on]^ act of his short reign was his base in« 
gra^ude to his peneia^^^'the eunuch and the empress. The disgrace 
of the former iitm pleadfe to the public ; but the murmurs, and at 
length the dei!n<pars, ,of Constantinople deplored the exile of Zoe> the 
daughter of, so maif^^perors ; her vices were foif^otten, and Michael 
was taught, that thm?e is a period in which the patience tamest of the 
slaves iises into ntry and revenge. The citizens of everv de^ee as* 
sampled in a formidable tumult which lasted three days ; they besieged 
the palace^ forced the gates, recalled their mothers, Zoefrom her prison, 
Theodora from her monastery, fuid condemned the son of Calaphates to 
the loss of his eyes or of his life. For the first time the Greeks beheld 
With surpijse the two royal sisters seated on the same throne, presiding 
in the senate, and giving audience to the ambassadors of the nations. 
But this singular union subsisted no more than two months : the two 
sovereigns, their tempers, interests, and adherents, were secretly hostile 
to each other ; and as Theodora was still adverse to marriage, tne inde* 
fatigable Zoe, at the age of sixty, consented, for the public good, to 
sustain the embraces a third husband, and the censures of the Greek 
cliurch. His name and number were Constantine X. and the epithet of 
Monomachus, the. single combatant, mt^t have been expressive of Ids 
valour and victory in sOme ’public or private ouarrel. But his health 
was broken by the tortures 01 the gout, and his dissolute reign was spent 
in the alternative of sleekness and plea»ii e. A fair and noble widow had 
accomnanled Constantine in his exile to the isle of Lesbos, and Sclerena 
gloriea in the appellation of his mistress. After his miirriage and ele- 
vation, she was invested with the title and pomn of Axtyusta, and occu- 
pied a contiguous apartment in the palace, liie lawful consort (such 
was the delicacy or corruption of Zoe) consented to this strange and 
scandalous partltidn; and the emperor appeared in public between his 
wife and his concubine* He survived them both ; but the last measures 
of Constantine to change the order of succession were prevented by tlie 
more vi^nnt friends of Theodora ; and after his decease, she resumed, 
with the general consent, the possession of her inheritance. In lier 
name, ana by the influence of four eunuchs, the eastern world was 
peaceaMy governed about nineteen months ; and as they wished to pro- 
long their dominion, they persuaded the aged princess to nominate for 
her successor Michael Vl. The surname of Stratioticus declares his 
military profession ; but the crazy and decrepit veteran could only see 
with the eyes, and execute, with the hands or his ministers. Whilst he 
ascended the throne> Theodora sunk Into the grave ; the last of the 
Macedonian or Basillan dynasty. '' I hate hastily reviewed, and gladly 
dismiss, this Shameful and destructive period of twenty-eight year^, in 
which the Greeks, degraded below the common level of servitude, were 
transferred like a hera of cattle by the choice or caprice of two impo- 
tent females. 

From this nigbt of Idavery, a ray of fireedom, or at least of spirit, be- 
gins to emerge : i^he Greeks either preserved or revived the use of sur- 
names, whiim perpetuate the fame of hereditary virtue ; and we now 
discern the rise, succession, and alliance, of the last ^nasties of Con- 
stantinople and Trebizond. The Comneni, who upheld for awhile the 
fate of tne sinking empire, assumed the honour of a Roman origin $ but 
the faiaify had been long since transported from to Asia. Their 
patrimonUi estate was situate in the district of Cfastamona, in the 
neighl^urhood of the Euxine ; and one of their chiefs, who had already 
entered the paths of ambition, retisited with affection, perhaps with 
regret, the modest though honourable dwelling of his fathers. The 
first of their line was the illustrious Manuel, who, in the reign of the 
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MHsond Basil, contributed bv war and treaty to appease the troubles ef 
the eaat : he ieft> in a tenaet age, two sons, and Jelm^ whon 
with the consdousnese fii desert^ he bequeathed to the mtiiude and 
favour of hia soToreigii* The noble you^l^ were uSailtfatty trainedj^ 
the learning of the monastery, the arts of the pslhce^ qxMW 

of the camp ; and fhnn the domesUo service of tfeh were 

rapidly promoted to the oommand of provinces and a^ies. Thrit fifa<^ 
temal union doubled tiie &roe and reputation o^ thlT Oomaeni, and 
their ancient nobility was illustrated by the marriage of the tWo brothei^ii 
with a captive princess of Bohraria, and the daughter of a patric|aii;i 
who had obtrined the name of Charon^ from the number of enemies 
whom he had sent to the infernal Shades. The^soldiers bad served with 
reluctant loyalty a series of effeminate master|( ; the elevation of Michael 
VI. was a personal insult to the more deserving generals ; and their 
discontent was inflamed by the ^parsimony of the emperor and tfab inso» 
lence of the eunuchs. They secretly assembled in the sanctuary of St. 
Sophia, and the votes of the military synod would have been unaninioua 
in iVivour of the old and valiant Catacwn, if the patriotism or modesty 
of the veteran had not suggested the importance of birth as well as 
merit m the choice of a sovereign. Isaac Comiienus was approved by 
general consent, add the associates separated itithout delay to meet in 
the plains of Phrygia at the he^ of their respective squadrOxttt and de-« 
tachments. The cause of Mlwari was defended in a single battle hy 
tlie mercenaries of the imperial guard, who were aUens to the ptiblio 
interest, and animated only by a princij^e of honour and grautude. 
After their defeat, the fears of the emperor solicited a treaty^ whidi 
v'as almost accepted by the moderation of the Comnenian. But the 
former was betr^ed by his ambassadors, and the latter was prevented 
by his friends. The solitary Michael submitted to the voice of the ]$eo» 
pie ; the patriarch annulled their oath of alie^^ce ; and as he shaved 
the head of the royal monk, congratulated ms bepeficial exchange of 
temporal royalty for the kingdom of heaven : an exchange, however, 
w hich the priest, on his own account^ would probably have declined. 
By the hands of the same patriarch, Isaac Comnenus was solemnly 
crow ned ; the sword which he inscribed on his coins, mi^ht be an offen- 
sive symbol, if it implied his title by conquest ; but tms sword would 
have been drawn against the foreign and domestic enemies of the state. 
Tiie decline of his health and vigour suspended the operation of active 
\ irtue ; and the prospect of approaching death determined him to im* 
terpose some muments between fife and eternity. >But instead of leavi^ 
the empire as the marriage-portion of hie daughter, his reason aud in- 
i’liiiatiou concurred in the preference of his brother John, a soldier, a 
patriot, and the father of nve sons, thw future pillars of an hereditiuy 
succession. His first modest reluctapee might be the natural dictates of 
discretion and tenderness, but his obstihaie and aiccessful perseverance, 
liowever it may dazzle with the show of virtue, must be censured as a 
criminal desertion of his duty, and a rare ofleoee against his family and 
country. The purple which he had refused was accepted by Constan- 
tine Ducas, a triend of the Comnenian house, and whose noble birth 
was adorned with the experience and reputation of civil policy. In the 
monastic habit, Isaac recovmd bis health, and survived two years his 
voluntai^ abdication. At the command of his abbot, he observed the 
rule of Dt Basil, and executed the most servile offices of the convent : 
but his latent vanity was gratified by the fr^uent and ramctful visits 
of the reiguii^ monarch, who revei^ in his pmon the character of a 
benefactor and a saint. 

If Constantine XI.. were indeed the subject most wmihy of empire, 
we must pity the debasement of the age and nation in which he was 
chosen. In the labour of puerile declamtioita ha sought, without ob- 
juiimpg, the crown of eloquence, more precious, in his opinion, than that 

VoL. III. Z 
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of Rome ; and^ i& the Bubordinate functioua of a jod^, he forgot the 
duties of a sovereign and a warrior. Far from imitanng the patriotic 
indi&renee of the authorii of his greatness^ Ducas was anxious only to 
secure, at the eat^efOBe of the republic, the uower and prosperity of his 
Children. His threSgitons^ Michael VIL Androniows L and Constantine 
XII. wex^ h^eited, % a tender age, with the equal title of Au^stus ; 
and the 'success^ tvas speedily o]^ned by thefr fathers deaths His 
Widow, Ettdocihi^^ intrusted with the administration ; but experience 
had taught the jealousy of the dying monardh to protect his sons from 
the danger of her second nuptials; and her solemn engagement, at- 
tested by the principal senators, was deposited in the hands of the pa- 
triarch. Before the end of seven months, the wants of Eudocia, or 
those of the state, called aloud for the mide virtues of a soldier ; and 
her heart had idre^y chosen Komanus Diogenes, whom she raised from 
the scaffold to the throne. The discovery of a treasonable attempt had 
expose him to the severity of the laws ; his beauty and valour absolved 
him in the eves of the empress; and Romanus, from a mild exile, was 
recalled on the second day to the command of the oriental armies. Her 
roy^ choice was yet unknown to the public, and the promise which 
would have betrayed her falsehood and levity, was stolen by a dexterous 
emissary from the ambitfbn of the patriarch. Xiphilin at first alleged 
the sanctity of oaths and thb sacred ttature of a trd^ ; but a whisper 
that his brother tlie futute empeto^,' relaxed his scruples, and forced 

him to confess that the public safety was thet supreme law. He resigned 
the important paper ; and when hib hopes were confounded by the no- 
mination of Romaiius, he 'could no longer regain his security, retract 
his dedarations, nor oppose the second nuptials of the empress. Yet a 
murmur was heard in pakce ; and the Barbarian guards had raised 
their battle-axes in the cause of the house of Ducas, till the young 
princes were soothed by the tears of their mother, and the solemn as- 
surances of the fidelity of their guardian, who filled the imperial station 
with dignity and honour. Hereafter I shall relate his valiant but un- 
successful efforts to resist the progress of the Turks. His defeat and 
captivity indicted a deadly wound on the Byzantine monarchy of tho 
east ; and after he was released from the chains oC the sultan, ho vainly 
sought his wife and his subjects. His wife had been llirust into a 
monastery, and the subjects of llomanus had embraced tlie rigid maxim 
of the civil law, that a prisoner in the hands of the enemy is deprived, 
as by the stroke of death, of all the public and private rights of a citi- 
zen. In the general consternation, the Csraar John asserted the inde- 
feasible right of his fhree nephews: Constantinople listened to his 
voice ; and the Turkish captive was proclaimed in the capital, and re- 
ceived on the frontier, as an enemy of the republic. Romanus was not 
more fortunate in domestic than In foreign war : the loss of two battles 
compelled him to yield, on the assurance of fair and honourabh treat- 
ment ; but his enemies were devoid of faith or humanity; and, after the 
cruel extinction of his sight, bis wounds were left to bl<^ and corj^ipt, 
till in a few days be was relieved from a state of misery. Under tiie 
triple reign of the house of Ducas, the two younger brothers were re- 
duced to the vain honours of the purple ; but the eldest, the pusillani- 
mous Michael, was incapable of sustaining the Roman s^ptre ; and his 
surname of Sarajnnaees denotes the reproach which be shared with an 
avwiricms favourite, who enhanced the price, and i^ninished the mea- 
sure, of wheat In the school of Psellus, and after the example of his 
mother, the son of Eudocia made some proiiciency in philos^hy and 
rhetoric ; but bis character was degraded, rather than ennobled, by the 
virtues of a monk, and the learning of a sophist. Strong in the con- 
tempt of thrir sovereign and thrir own esteem, two generals at the 
heao of the European and Asiatic legions assumed the purple at Adrian- 
ople and Nice. Their revolt wa^ m the same month ; they bore the 
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name name of Nfem^hdrue ; but the twn ceadidates word dittinatiiehed 
by the sttmamee of Brjf'enniiis and Botauiates ; the iormer in &e ma* 
turity of wisdom abd the latter ooaq^teuoua only hy the me* 

mory of hie past exploits. While BotatiUtes advahiped with oaottoiii 
and dilatory steps^ lub active competitor stood inf^mah be£^ the gflM 
of Constantinople* The name of Bryennius waoJlnsIfions ;,hls cahee 
was popular ; hut his lieentiious troops could not restrained 
burnings and pilla^ng a suburb ; and the people^ who Would have haSed 
the rebels rmect<d and repuls^ the incendiary of hid Wntry. ThR 
change of the public iminion was favourable to Botamtes, who at 
len^j with an army of Turks^ approached the shores of Chale^on* 
A mrmal invitation^ in the name or the patriarch, the synod, and the 
senate, was circulated through the streets of Constantinople ; and the 
generad assembly, in the dome of St. Sophia, debated with order and 
calmness, on the choice of tbdbr sover^n. The guards of Michael 
would have dispersed unarmed multitude ; but the feeble emperor, 
applauding his own moderation and detuency^ resigned the ensigns of 
royalty, and was rewarded with the monastic habit, wd the title of 
archbishop of Ephesus. He left a son, a Constantine, bom and edu- 
cated in the purple ; and a daughter of the house of iJucas illustrated 
the blood, and coniimed the succession, of the Comnenian dynasty. 

John Comnenus, the brother jl^ the eBi(>eror Isaac, survived in peace 
and dignity his generous refudsl of the sceptre. By his wife Anne, a 
woman of masculine spirit and policy, he lert eight mildren ; the tharee 
daughters multiplied the Comnenian alliances with the noblest of the 
Greeks : of the five sons, Manuel was stopped by a premature death ; 
Isaac and Alexius restore the imperial greatness of their house, whidi 
was enjoyed without toil or danger by the two vounger brethren, A^an 
and Nicephorus. Alexius, the third and most illustrions of the brothers, 
was endowed by nature with the choicest gifts both of mind and body : 
they w^ere cultivated by a liberal education, and exercised in the school 
of obedience and adversity. The youth waC dismissed fmm the penis 
of the Turkish war, by the paternal care of the emperor Romanus ; but 
the mother of the Comneni, with her aspiring race, was accused of trea- 
son, and banished, by the sons of Hucas, to an island in the Propontis. 
The two brothers soon emerged into favour and action, fought by each 
other's side against the rebels and Barbarians, and adhered to iJie em- 
peror Michael, till he was deserted W the world and by himself. In 
hm first interv lew with Botaniates, Prince (said Alexius, with a noble 
frankness), iny duty rendered me your enemy ; the decrees of God 
" and of the pe<>ple have made me your sul^ct. Judge of my future 
loyalty by my past opposition." The successor of Micnael entertained 
him with esteem and confidence : his valour was employed against three 
rebels, who disturbed the peace of the emperor, or at least of the em- 
j>erors. Ursel, Bryennius, and Basilacius, were formidable by their 
numerous forces and milit^ fame : they were successively vanquished 
in the field, and led in chains to the foot Of the throne ; and whatever 
treatment th^ might receive from a timid and cruel court, they ap- 
plauded the clemency, as well as the courage, of their conqueror. But 
the loyalty of the Comneni was soon tainted by fear and suspicion ; nor 
is it easy to settle between a subject and a despot, the debt of gratitude, 
which the former is tempted to ehiim by a revolt, and the latter to dis- 
charge by an e|;ecutioner. The refusal of Almdus to march against a 
fourth r^bd, the husband of his sister, destroyed the merit or memory 
of his past services : the favourites of Botaniates provoked the amM- 
tton which they apprehended and acensed ; and the retreat of the two 
brothers mMt be justified by the defence of their life or liberty; The 
women of the family were deposited in a sanctuary, respected by ty- 
rants i the men, mounted on horseback, sallied from ^e dty, mid 
erected the standard of civil war. The soldiers, who bad been gramtally 



840 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

assembled in the capital and the nei/^hbourhood^ were devoted to the 
cause of a victorious and injured leader : the ties of common interest 
and domestic alliance secur^ the attachment of the house of Ducas ; 
and the ffeneroug dispute of the Comneni was terminated by the deci- 
sive resolution of laaac> who was the first to invest his younger brother 
with the name and omfigns of royalty. They returned to Constant!- 
nople, to threat^ rather than besiege that impregnable fortress ; but 
the fidelity of the guards was comipted : a gate wag su^rised ; and the 
fleet- was oceppHtu by the active courage^ of George relsologus, who 
fought against nls father, without foreseeing that he laboured for his 
posterity* Alexius ascended the throne ; and his aged competitor dis- 
appeared in a monastery. An army of various nations was gratified 
with the pillage of the city ; but the public disorders were ejcuiated by 
the temrs and fast of the Comneni, who submitted to evei^ ponance 
conmatible with the possession of the empire. 

Tlie life of the emperor Alexius has been delineated by a favourite 
daughter, who was inspired by a tender regard for his person, and a 
laudable zeal to perpetuate his virtues Conscious of the just suspi- 
cion of her readers, the princess Anna Comnena repeatedly protests, 
that, besides her personal knowledge, she had searched the discourse and 
writings of the* most respectable veterans ; that after an interval of 
thirty years, forgotten by, and forgetful of, the w’orld, her mournful 
solitude was inaccessible to hope and fear ; and that truth, the naked 
perfect truth, was more dear dhd sacred than the memory of her parent. 
Vet, instead of the simplicity of style and narrative which wins our be- 
lief, an elaborate aifcctHtion of rhettirie and science betrays in every 
page the vanity of a female author. The genuine character of Alexius 
IS logt in a vagno constellation of virtues ; and the perpetual strain of 
panegyric and apology awakens our joidousy, to question the veracity 
of the historian and the merit of the hero. We cannot however refuse 
her judicious and important remark, that the disorders of the times 
w’ere the misfortune and the gloiy of Alexius ; and that every calamity 
which can afflict a declining empire was accumulated on his reign by the 
justice of Heaven and the vices of his predecessors. In the east, the 
victorious Turks had spread, from Persia to Hellespont, the reign of 
the Koran and the crescent : the west was invaded by the adventurous 
valour of the Normans; and in the moments of peace, the Danube 
poured forth new svrarms, who had gained, in the science of war, what 
they had lost in the ferociousness of manners. The sea was not less 
hostile than the land ; and while the frontiers were assaulted by an 
open enemy, the palace was distracted with secret treason and conspi- 
racy. On a sudden, the banner of the cross was displayed by the La- 
tins : Europe has precipitated on Asia ; and Constantinople had allnost 
been swept away by this impetuous deluge. In the tempest, Alexius 
steered the imperial vessel with dexterity and courage. At the hfad 
of bis armies, he was bold in action, skilful in stratagem, put of 
fatigue, ready to improve his advantages, and rising from his defeats 
with inexhaustible vigour. Ime discipline of the camp was reviveo, and 
a new generation of men and soldiers was created by the example and 
the precepts of their leader. In his intercourse with the Latins, Alexius 
w as patient and artful ! his discerning eye pervaded the new system of 
an unknown world; and I shall hereafter describe the superior policy 
u'jth which he balanced the interests and passions of ' the champions of 
the first crusade.. JTn a long reign of thirty-seven ybOrs* he subdued and 
pardoned the envy of his equals : the laws of public and private order 
were i*estored : the arts of wealth and science were cultivated : the limits 
of the empire were enlarged in Europe and Asia ; and the Comnenian 
sceptre was transmitted to his children of the third and fourth genera- 
tion. Yet the difficulties of the^imes betrayed some defects in his cha- 
racter ; and have exposed his memory to some just or ungenerous re* 
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)>roach* The reader may possib^ smile at the larlsh praise which his 
ilaughter so often bestows on a flying hero : the weakness or pHidefiee 
of his situation might be mistaken for a want of rersbnal courage >; 
his political arts are branded by the Latins with tm names of deceit »M 
dissimulation. The increase of the male and female branches of his 
family adorned the.throne and secur^ the succession: hut their prinedf 
luxury and pride offended the Mtrioians> exhausted the roTenue,, and 
insulted the misery of the people. Anna is a Mthfdl witness that his 
happiness was destroyed^ and his health was broken^ by the cares of a 
public life : the patience of Constantinople was fatigued by the length 
and severity of his reira ; and before Alexius expined, he nad lost the 
love and areverence of his subjects* The clergy could not forgive his 
application of the sacred riches to the defence of the state ; but they 
applauded his theolopcal learning and ardent zeal for tlie orthodox 
faiths which he defended with his ton^e, his pen, and his sworii. His 
character was degraded by the superstition of the Greeks ,* and the same 
inconsistent principle of human nature enjoined tlie emperor to found 
u hospital for the poor and infirm, and to direct the execution of a he., 
retie, who was burnt alive in the square of St* Sophia. Even the sin- 
cerity of his moral and rriigious virtues waa suspected by the personb 
who had passed their lives in his familiar confidence. In his last hours, 
when he wns pressed hy his wife Irene to alter the succession, he raised 
his head, and breathed *a pious ejaculation on the vanity of this world. 
The indignant reply of the empress may be inscribed as an epitaph on 
his tomb. You die as you have lived^A hypocxite ! 

It w as the w'ish of Irene to supplant the eldest of her surviving sons, 
111 favour of her daughter, the princess Anna, whose philosophy Whuhl 
not liave refused the weight of a diadem. But the order of male suc- 
cession was asserted by the friends of their country ; the lawful heir 
drew the royal signet from the fmger of his insensible or conscious 
fatljcr, and the emjure obeyed the master of the palace. Anna Com- 
nena was stimulated by ambition and revenge to conspire against the 
life of her brother ; and when the design was prevented by the feai^ or 
scruples of her husband, she passionately exclaimed, that nature had 
mistaken tho two sexes, and had endowed Bryennius with the soul of a 
woman. The two sons of Alexius, John and Isaac, maintained the fra- 
ternal concord, the hereditary virtue of their race ; and the younger 
brother was content with the title of Sebastocrator, which appro;iched 
the dignity, without sharing the power of the emperor. In the same 
person, the claims of primogeniture and merit were fortunately united ; 
his swarthy complexion, har^ feiitures, and diminutive stature, had sug- 
gested the ironical surname of Calo-Johannis, or John the llatidsome, 
which his grateful subjects more seriously applied to the beauties of his 
mind. After the discovery of her treasou^ the life and fortune of Anna 
were justly forfeited to the laws. Her life was spared by the clemency 
of the emperor ; but he visited the pomp and treasures of her palace, 
and bestowed the rich confiscation on the most deserving of his friends. 
That respectable friend, Axuch, a slave of Turkish extraction, presumed 
to decline the gift, and to intercede for the criminal; his generous 
master applauded and imitated the virtue of his favourite, and the re- 
proach or complaint of an injured brother was the only chastisement of 
the guilty princess. After this example of clemency, the remainder of 
his reign was never disturbed by conspiracy or rebeiUon : feared by his 
nobles, beloved by his people, John was never reduced to the painful 
necessity of punishing, or even pardoning, his personal enemies. Har- 
ing his governmmit of twenty-five years, the penalty of death was abo-* 
Iwaed in the J^man empire, a law of mercy most delightful to the hu.^ 
man theorist, but of which the practice, in a large ana vicious commu- 
nity, is seldom consistent with tne public safety. Severe to hims^, in- 
diugent to others, chaste, frugal, abstemious, the philosophic Meircus 
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would not have disdained the artless virtues of hU successor, derived 
from his heart, and not borrowed from the schopls. He despised and 
moderated the stately magnificence of the Byzantine court, so oppressive 
to the jpeople, so contemptible to the eye of reason. Under such a 
princej mnooencehad nothing to fear, and merit had every thing to hope ; 
and without assuming the tyrannic ofilce of a censor, he introduced a 
gradual though visible reformation in the public and private manners 
of Constantinople. The only defect of this accomplished character, 
was the frailty of noble minds---the love of arms and military glory. 
Yet the jfrequent expeditions of John the Handsome may be Justified, 
at least in their principle, by the necessity of repelling the Turks from 
the Hellespont and the Bosphorus. The sultan of Iconiutu was con- 
fined to his capital, the Barbarians were driven to the mountains, and 
the maritime provinces of Asia enjoyed the transient blessings of their 
deliverance. From Constantinople to Antioch and Aleppo, he repeatedly 
marched at the head of a victorious army, and in the sieges and battles of 
this holy war, his Batin allies were astonished by the superior spirit and 
prowess of a Greek. As he began to indulge the ambitious hope of re* 
storing the ancient limits of the empire, as he revolved in his mind, tlie 
Euphrates and the Tigris, the dominion of Syria, and the conquest of 
Jerusalem, the thread of his life and of tlie public friicHy was broken by 
a singular accident. He hunted the wild boar in the valley of Anazar- 
bus, and had fixed his javelin in the body of the furious animal ; hut, 
in the struggle, a poisoned arrow dropped from his quiver, and a slight 
wound in Ills hand, which produc4*d u mortification, was fatal to the 
best and greatest of the Comnenlan princes. 

A premature death had swept away the two eldest sons of John the 
Handsome ; of the two survivors, Isaac and Manuel, his judgment or af- 
fection oreferred the younger ; and the choice of the dying prince was 
ratified oy the soldiers who had applauded tlie valour of his favourite in 
the Turkish war. The faithful Axuch hastened to the capital, secured 
the person of Isaac in honourable confinement, and purchased with a gift 
of two hundred pounds of silver, the leading ecclesiatics of St. S(mhia, 
who poseessed a decisive voice in the consecration of an emperor. With 
his veteran and afiectionate troops, Manuel soon visited Constantinople ; 
his brother a<M|uiesced in the title of Sebastoorator ; his subjects ad- 
mired the lofty stature and martial graces of their new soverei^, and 
listened with credulity to the fiattering promise, that he blended the 
wisdom of age with the activity and vigour of youth. By the experience 
of his government, they were taught, that he emulated the spirit, and 
shared the talents, of nis 'father, whose social virtues were buried in 
the grave. A reign of thirW-seven years is filled by a perpetual though 
various warfare against the Turks, the Christians, and the hordes of the 
wilderness beyond the Danube. The arms of Manuel were ex 'Tcised 
on mount Taurus, in the plains of Hungary, on th^ coast of Italy and 
Egypt, and on the seas of Sibily and Greece : the influence of his ne* 
gotiations extended firom Jerusalem to Rome and Russia ; and the By- 
zantine monarchy, for awhile, became an ohieet of respect or terror to 
the powers of Asia and Europe. Educated in the silk and purple of 
the east, Manuel possessed the iron temper of a soldier, which cannot 
easily be paralleled, exo^ in the lives of Richard l« of England, and 
of Charles XII. of Sweden. Such was the strength and exercise In 
arms, ihat Raymond, surnamed the Hercules of Antioch, was ineapable 
of wieidiiig the lance and buckler of the Greek emperor. In a famous 
tournment, he entered the lists on a fiery courser, and overturned in 
his first career two of the stoutest of the Italian knights. The first in 
the charge, the la^ in the retreat, his friends and his enemies alike, 
trembleC the former for Aw safety, and the latter for their own. After 
posting an ambuscade in a wood, he rode forth in quest of some peril* 
ouH adventure, accompanied only by his brother and the faithful Axu<^, 
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who refused to desert their sovereign. Eighteen horeemeit, after a short 
combat^ ded before themi hot Uie numbers of the enemvinereased ; tlie 
march of the reinforeement was tardy and fearfu|> ana Manuel, with- 
out receiving a wounds cut his way through a squadron of the Turks. 
Ill a liattio against the Hungarians, impfitient of the slowness of his 
troops, he snatched a standard from tlie head of Uie column, and was 
the first, almost alone, who passed a bridge that separated hhn from the 
enemy. In the same country, viiet transnorting bis f^my bevond the 
Save, he sent buck tlie boats, with an order, under pain of ueatli, to 
their commander, that he should leave him to ceiKjuer or die on that 
hostile land. In the siege of Corfu, towing after him a captive galley, 
the emperor sti'Hxl aloft on the poop, ojiposing against the voUey of 
darts and stones, a lar^ buckler and a fiowing sail ; nor could he 
have escaped inevitable aeath, had not the Sicilian admiral enjoined his 
archeiw to respect the person of a hero. In one day, he is said to have 
slain above forty of the Bai'barians with his own luuid ; he returned to 
the camp, dnigging along four Turkish pnsoners, whom he had tied to 
the rin^ of his saddle : he wiis ever the foremost to provoke or to ac- 
cept a single combat , and the gigantic champions, who encountered his 
:jrm, w ere transpierced by the lance, or cut asunder by the sword, of 
the invincible Manuel. The qtory of his exploits, which appear as a 
model or a copy of the romances of chivali-y, may induce a reasonable 
bu*«picion of the veracity of the Greeks ; 1 will not, to vindicate their 
cfedit, endanger my own ; yet I may observe, that in the long series of 
their annals, Manuel is the only prince who has been the subject of 
similar exjiggeration. With the valour of a soldier, he did not unite 
tlie skill or prudence of a general : his victories were not productive of 
niiy periiiunent or u<;eful conquest ,* and his Turkish laurels were blasted 
in ilia last unfortunate campaign, in which he lost his armies in the 
mouiitaius of Ihbidia, and owed his deliverance to the generosity of the 
Miltan. But the most singular feature in tlie diaracter of Manuel, is 
tho contrast of labour and sloth, of hardiness and effeminacy. In wai* 
ho seemed ignorant of peace ; iiwpeace he appeared iucHpable of war. 
In the field he slept in the sun or in the snow, tired in the longest 
marches the strength of his men and horses, and shared with a smile the 
abstinence or diet of the camp. No sooner did he return to Constan- 
tinople, than he resigned himself to the arts and pleasures of a life of 
luxury : the expense of liis dress, his table, and hib palace, surpassed 
the measure of his predecessoi's, and whole summer days, were idly 
AVD'^ted in the delicious isles of the Propontis, in tlie incestuous love of 
hib niece Theodora. The double coast of a warlike and dissolute prince, 
exhau<^ted the revenue, and multiplied the taxes ; and Manuel, tn the 
distress of his last Turkish camp, endured a bitter reproach from the 
mouth of a desperate soldier. As he quenched his thirst, he complained 
that the water of a fountain was mingled with Christian blood. “ It 
is not the first time*' (exclaimed a voice from the crowd) that you 
have drank, O emperor ! the blood of year Christian subjects.'' Man- 
uel Coninenus was twice married; totne virtuous Bertha or Irene of 
trernmny, and to the beauteous Maria, a French or Latin wincess of 
Antioch. The only daughter of his first wife destined for Bma, a Hun- 
garian prince, who was educated at Constahtipople under the name of 
Alexius ; and the Consummation of their nuptials might have transferred 
the Homan sceidre to a race of free and warlike Barbarians, But as soon 
as Maria of Antioch had given a son and heir to the empire, the pre- 
sumptive rights of Bela were abolished, and he was depnved of his pro- 
mised bride: but the Hungarian prince resumed hisnarae and the kingdom 
of his fathers, and displayed such virtues as might exmte the regret and 
envy of the Greeks. The son of Maria was named Alexius ; and at the 
age of ten years, he ascended the Byzantine throne, after his father’s 
decease hw closed the glories of the Comneniun line. 
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The fraternal cooeord of the two sons of the great Alexius^ had been 
fionietiines clouded by an opposition of interest and passion. Bjr am-* 
jbition^ Isaac the Seb^tocrator was excited to flight and rebellion^ from 
whence he was redaimed by the flrmness and clemency of John the 
Handsome. The errors of Isaac^ the father of tiie emperors of TrebL 
zond, were short a^ venial ; but John the elder of his sons, renounced 
fl>r ever his religion. Provoked by a real or imaginary insult of his 
nncle^ he escape from the Roman to the Turkish camp ; his apostacy 
was rewarded with the sultan's daughter^ the title of Chelebi, or noble^ 
and the inheritance <4^0 princely estate; and in the flfteenth centwy 
Mahomet II boasted of his impenal descent from the Comnenian family. 
Andr<micus> the youpger brother of John, son of Isaac, and grandson of 
Alexius Comnenm^ U one of the most conspicuous characters of the 
age : and bis genuine adventures might form the subject of a very sin- 
l^ular romance. To justify the choice of three ladies of royal birth, it 
IS incumbent on me to observe, that their fortunate lover wiis cast in 
the best proportions of strength and beauty ; and that the want of the 
softer graces was supplied by a manly countenance, a lofty stature, 
athletic muscles and the air and deportment of a soldier. The pre-* 
servation, in his old age, of health and vigour, was the reward of tem<> 
perance and exercise. A piece of bread and a draught of water were 
often his sole and evening repast : and if he tasted of a wild boar, or a 
stag, which he bad roasted with ais own hands, it was the well-earned 
fruit of a laborious chase. Dexterous in arms, he was ignorant of feaf : 
his persuasive eloquence could bend to every situation and character of 
life : his style, though not his practice, u as fashioned by the example 
of St, Paul ; and, in every deed of mischief, he had a heart to resolve, 
a bead to contrive, and a hand to execute. In his youth, after the 
death of the emperor John, he followed the retreat of the Homan army ; 
but, in the march through Asia Minor, design or accident tempted him 
to wander into the mountains ; the hunter was encompassed b^ the Tur- 
kish huntsmen, and he remained some time a reluctant or willing cap- 
tive in the power of the sultan. His virtues and vices recommended 
him to the favour of his cousin ; he shared the perils and the pleasures 
of Manuel; snd while the emperCr lived in public incest with his niece 
Theodora, the affections of her sister Eudocia were seduced and enjoyed 
by Andronicus. Above the decencies of her sex and rank, she gloried 
in the name of his concubine : and both the palace and the camp could 
witness that she slept or wat<med in the arms of her lover. She accom- 
panied him to his military command of Cilicia, the first scene of his 
valour and imprudence, ne pressed, with active ardour, the siege of 
Mopsuestia: we day was employed in the boldest attacks; but the 
night was wasted in song and dance ; and a band of Greek comedians 
formed the choicest part of his retinue. Andronious was surprised by 
the sally of a vi^ant foe : but while his troops fled in disorder, Xi\a in- 
vincible lance transpierced this thickest ranks of the Armenians. On his 
return to the imperial camp in Macedonia, he was received W Manuel 
with public smiles and a private reproof ; but the duchies of Naissus, 
Braniseba, and Castoria, were the reward or consolation of the unsuc- 
cessful general. Eudocia stUi attended his motions ; at midnight, their 
tent was suddenly attacked by her angry brothers, impatient to expiate 
her infamy in his blood ; his daring spirit refused her advice, and the 
disguise of a female habit ; and, boldly starting from his couch, he drew 
his swor^ and cut his way throu^ the numerous assassins. It was 
here he first betrayed his ingratitude and treachery : he engaged in 

a treasonable correspondence with the king of Hui^^ and the Ger- 
man emperor ; approaihed the royal tent at a suspicious hour, with a 
drawn aword : and, under the mask of a Latin soldier, avowed an in- 
teutkm of revenge against a mortal foe; and imprudently praised the 
fieetness of his horse as an instrument of flight ana safety. The monarch 
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dissembled his suspicions ; but, after the close of the campaign, An^ 
dronicus was arresM and strictly confined in a tower of the palace of 
Constantinople. 

In this prison he was above twelve years ; a most painful 
Btraint, from which the thirst of action and pleasure perpetually urged 
him to escape. Alone and pensive, he perceived some h^ken bricks in 
a corner of the chamber, and gradually widened the passage^ till he bad 
explored a dark and fozi^t^ reee8& Into ^is hole he cOiiveyed 
seif, and the remains of his 


former positions, and erasing with care the footsteps ^ his retreat. 
At the hour of the customary visit, his guards were amazed with the 
silence and solitude of the prison, and r^rted, with shame and fear, 
his incomprehensible fiight. The gates or the palace and city were in* 
btantly shut : the strictest orders were dispatched into the provinces 
for the recovery of their fugitive; and his wife, on the suspicion of a 
pious act, was basely imprisoned in the some tower. At the dead of 
night she bdbeld a spectre : she reoo^ised her husband ; they shared 
their provisions ; and a son was the fruit of these stolen interviews ; 
which alleviated the tediousness of their confinement. In the custody 
of a woman, the vigilance of the keepers was insensibly relaxed ; and 
the captive had accomplished his real escape, when he was discovered, 
brought baric to Constantinople, and loaded with a double chain. At 
lengrii he found the moment and the means of his deliverance. A boy, 
his domestic servant, intoxicated the guards, and obtained in wax the 
impression of the keys. By the diligence of his friends, a siftiilar key, 
with a bundle of ropes, was introduced into the prison, in the bottom 
of a hogshead. Andronicus employed, with industry and courage, the 
instrument of his safety, unlocked the doors, descended from the tower, 
concealed himself all day among the bushes, and scaled in the night 
the garden- wall of the palace. A boat was stationed for lus reception ; 
lie visited his own house, embraced his children, cast away his chain, 
mounted a fleet horse, and directed his rapid course towards the banks 
of the Danube. At Anchialus in Thrace, an intrepid friend supplied 
him with horses and money : he passed the river, traversed with speed 
the desert of Moldavia ana the Caroathian hills, and had almost reached 
the town of Halicz, in the Polish Russia, when he was^tercepted by a 
party of Walachians, who resolved to convey their important captive to 
Constantinople. His presence of mind again extricated him from this 
danger. Under the pretence of sickness, he dismounted in the night, 
and M as allowed to step aside from the troop : he planted in the ground 
his long staff ; clothed it with his cap and upper garment ; and, stealing 
into the wood, left a phantom to amuse, fbr some time, the eyes of the 
W'alachians. From Haiicz he was honourably conducted to Kiow, the 
re»idence of the great duke : the subtle Greek soon obtained the esteem 
and confidence of leroslaus : his character could assume the manners of 


every climate ; and the Barbarians applauded his strength and courage 
in the chase of the elks and bears of the forest* In this northern re^on 
he deserved the forgiveness of Manuel, who solicited the Russian pnnee 
to join his arms in the invasion of Hungary. The influence of Androni- 
cus ^ichieved this important service : his private treaty was signed with 
a promise of fidelity on one side, and of oblivion on the other ; and he 
niiirched, at the head of the Russian cavalfy, from the Borysthenes to 
the Danube. In his resentment Manuel had ever sympathized with 
the martial and dissolute character of his cousin ; ana h& free pardon 
was sealed in the assault of Zemlin, in which he was tsecond, and second 
only, to the valour of the emperor. 

No sooner was the exile restored to freedom and his country, than his 
ambition revived, at first to his own, and at length to the public, mis- 
fortune. A daughter of Manuel was a feeble bar to the succession of 
the more deserving males of the Comnenian blood : her future marriage 
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with the prince of Hungary wae repugnant to the hopes or prejudices of 
the princes and nobles. But When an oath of allegiance wan requirefl to 
the presumptive heir^ Andronicus alone asserted the honour of the Ro- 
man name^ declined unlawful engagement, and b<ddly protested 
against the adoption of a stranger. His patriotism was offensive to«the 
emperor; but he spoke the sentiments of the people, and was removed 
from the royal pesetlce by an honourable banishment, a second com- 
mand of the Cilician frontier, with the absolute disposal of the revenues 
of Cyprus. In this station, the Armenians again exercised his courage, 
and exposed his negligence ; and the same rebel, who baffled all his 
operations, was unhorsed and almost slain by the vigour of his lance. 
But Ahdronicus soon discovered a more easy and pleasing c<inquest, the 
beautiful Philippa, sister of the empress Maria, and daughter of Ray- 
mond of Poitou, the Latin prince of Antioch. For her sake, he de- 
serted his station, and wasted the summer in balls and tournaments : 
to his love she sacrificed her innocence, her reputation, and tlie offer of 
an advantageous marriage. But the resentment of Manuel for this do- 
mestic affront, interrupted his pleasures r Andronicus left the indiscreet 
princess to weep and to repent ; and, with a band of desuerate adventurers, 
undertook the pilgrim^e of Jerusalem. His birth, his martial renown, 
and professions of zeal, announced him as the champion of the cross ; 
he soon captivated both the clergy and the king ; amf the Greek prince 
was invested with the lordship of Berytus, on the coast of Phcenicia. 
In his neighbourhood resided a young and handsome queen of his own 
nation and family, great grand-dau^tcr of the emperor Alexis, and 
widow of Baldwin III. king of Jorusaleii . She visited and loved her 
kinsman. Theodora was the third victim of his amorous seduction ; 
and lier shame was more public and scandalous than that of her prede- 
cessors, The emperor still thirsted for revenge ; and his subjects and 
allies of the S}'riaii frontier, were repeatedly pressed to sieze the person, 
and put out the eyes, of the fugitive. In ’Palestine he was no longer 
safe ; but the tender Theodora revealed his danger and accompanied 
his flight. The queen of Jerusalem was exposed to the east, his obse- 
quious concubine ; and two illegitimate children were the living monu- 
ments of her w^ness. Damascus w'as his first refuge; and, in the 
characters of the great Noureddin and his sei \ ant Saladin, tlie super- 
stitious Greek might learn to revere the vii*tnes of the Alusbulnians. 
As the friend of Nourediiiu he visited, most probably Bagdad, and the 
courts of Persia ; and, after a long circuit round the Caspian Sea and 
the mountains of Georgia, he finaJlv settled amoin; the Turks of Asia 
Minor, the hereditary enemies of his country. The sultan of Colonia 
afforded an hospitable retreat to Andronicus, his mistress, and his band 
of outlaws ; the debt of gratitude was paid by frequent inroads in the 
Roman province of Trebizond ; and he seldom returned without an am- 
ple harvest of ^il and of Christian captives. In the story of his adven- 
tures, lie was fond of comparing himself to David, who escaped, by a 
long exile, the snares of the wiSced. But the royal prophet (he pro- 
stinied to add) was content to lurk on the borders of Judsea, to slay an 
Amsdekite, and to threaten, in his miserable state, the life of the ava- 
ricious NabaL The excursions of the Comnenian prince had a wider 
rmijge ; and he had spread qver the eastern world the gio^y of his name 
ana reUgipn, By a sentence of the Greek church the licentious rover 
had been separated from the faithful ; but even this excommunication 
mw prove, that he never abjured the profession ofChristianity. 

His viij^ance had eluded or repeUea the open and secret persecution 
of the emperor ; but he was at length ensnared by the captivity of his 
female companion. The governor of Trebizond succeeded in his at- 
tempt to surprise the person of Theodora: the queen (jf Jerusalem and 
her two cbilaren were sent to Constantinople, and their loss imbittered 
the tedious solitude of banishment The fugitive implored and obtained 
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a final pardon, with leave to throw himself at the feet of his sovereign, 
who was satisfied with the submi^on of this haughty spirit. Prostrate 
on the ground, he deplored with tears and groana the guilt of his past 
r^ellion ; nor would he presume to arise unless some faithful subject 
would drag him to the foot of the throne, by an iron ehaln with which 
he had secretly endrdod his neck. TJiis ^traordinary penance excited 
the wonder and pity of the assembly ; his sins were icweiven by the 
eliurch and state ; hut the just suspicion of Manuel fixed nis residence 
at a distance from the couH, at Oenoe, a town of Pontus, surrounded 
with ridi vineyards, and situate on the coast of the Euxine. The death 
of Manuel, and the disorders of the minority, soon opened the forest 
field for his ambition. The emperor was a ooy of twelve or fourteen 
years of age, without vigour, or wisdom, or experience ; his mother the 
empress Mary, abandoned her person and government to a favourite of 
tiie Comneuian name ; and his sister, another Mary, whose husband, an 
Italian, was decorated with the title of Caesar, excited a coi^iraoy, and 
at length an insurrection, ag^ainst her odious st^-mother. The provin- 
ces were forgotten, the capital was in flames, and a century or peace 
and order was overthrown in the vice and weakness of a few months. A 
civil war was kindled in Constantinople ; the two factions fought a 
bloody battle in the square of tlie palace, and the rebels sustained a re- 
gular siege in the cathedral of 6t. Si>phia« The natiiarch laboured with 
honest zeal to heal the wounds of the republic, the most respecta- 
ble patriots called aloud for a guardian and avenger, and. every tongue 
repeated the praise of the talents and even the virtues of Andronicus. 
In his retirement, he afiected to revolve the solemn duties of his oath. 
If the safety or honour of the imperial family be threatened, I will 
reveal or oppose the mischief to the utmost in my power/" His cor- 
respondence with the patriarch and patricians was seasoned with apt 
quotations from the Fscdms of David and the ^istles of St. Paul ; and 
he patiently waited till he was called to her deliverance by the voice of 
his country. In his march from Oenoe to Constantinople, his slender 
train insensibly swelled to a crowd and an army ; his professions of re- 
ligion and loyalty were mistaken for the langu^e of his heart ; and the 
simplicity of a foreign dress, which shewed to advadt^e his majestic 
stature, displayed a lively image of his poverty and exile. All opposi- 
tion sunk before him ; he reached the straits of tlie Thracian Bosplio- 
rus ; tho Byzantine navy sailed from the harbour to receive and trans- 
port the saviour of tlie empire ; the torrent was loud and irresistihle, 
and the insects, who had basked in the sunshine of royal favour, disap- 
peared at the bhist of the storm. It was the first care of Andronicus to 
occupy the palace, to salute the emperor, to confine his mother, to punish 
her minister, and to restore the public order and tranquillity. then 
v'i->ited the sepulchre of Manuel : the spectators were ordered to stand 
Aoof, but, as he bowed in the attitude of prayer, they heard, or thought 
they heard, a murmur of triumph and revenge. 1 no longer fear thee, 
my old enemy, who hast dnven me a vagabond to every climate of 
the earth, l^hou art safely deposited under a sevenfold dome, from 
whence thou caiist never arise till the signal of the last trumpet. It 
is jiow my turn, and speedily will 1 trample on thp ashes and thy nos* 
terity."" From his suosequent tyranny we may impute such fe^ngs 
to the man and the moment. But it is not extremely probable that he 
gave an articulate sound to his secret thoughts. In the first months 
his administration, his designs were veiled 1^ e fail’ semblance of hy^ 
pocrisy, which coiild delude onlv the eves of the multitude : the core* 
nation of Alexius was prCormed with due solemnity, and his perfidious 
guardian, holding in his hands the body and blood of ChrUt, most fer- 
vently declared, that he lived, and was ready to die for the service of 
his beloved pupil. But bis numerous adherents were instructed to 
tiuilntain, that liie sinking empire must perish in the hai^s of a child i 
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tliat the Romans could only be saved by a veteran prince^ 'bdd in arihf^r 
idtilful in policy^ and tau^&t to reign by the long experience of fortune 
and mankind ; and that it was the duty of every ettizen^ to force the 
reluctant modesty of Andraiicus to undertake the burden of the pubUc 
care. The young emperor was himself constrained to join his voice to 
the general acclamation, and to solicit the association of a colleague, 
who instantly denaded him from the supreme rank, secluded his per- 
son, uttd veriHeS the raeh declaration of the patriarch, that Alexius 
might be conmdered as dead, so soon as he was committed to the cus- 
tody of his guardian. But his death was preceded by the imprisonment 
and execution of his mother. After blackening her reputation, and in^ 
flaming against her the passions of the multitude, the tyrant accused 
and trmd the empress for a treasonable correspondence with the king of 
Hungary. His own son, a youth of honour and humanity, avowed his 
abhorrence of this flagitious act^ and three of the judges had the merit 
of preferring their conscience to their safety ; but the obsequious tribu- 
nal, without requiring any proofs or hearing any defence, condemned 
the widow of Manuel ; and her unfortunate son subscribed the sentence 
of her death. Maria vas strangled, her corpse was buried in tlie sea, 
and her memory was woiinded by the insult most offensive to female 
vanity, a false and ugly representation of her beauteous form. The fate 
of her son was not long deferred ; be was strangled with a bowstring, 
and the tyrant, insensible to pity or remorse, after surveying the body 
of the innocent youth, struck it rudely with his foot Thy father,’* 
he cried, was a knave, thy mother a whore, and thyself a fool !*' 

The j^man sceptre, the reward of his crimes, was held by Androni- 
cus about three years and a half, as the guardian or sovereign of the 
empire. His government exhibited a singular contrast of vice and vir-< 
tue. Wlien he listened to his passions, he was the scourge ; when lie 
consulted his reason, the father of his people. In the exercise of private 
justice, he was equitable and r^orous : a shameful and pernicious ve- 
nality was abolished, and the offices were filied with the most deserving 
candidates by a prince who had sense to choose, and severity to punish. 
He prohibited the inhuman practice of pillaging the goods and persons 
of shipwrecked mariners ; the provinces, so long the objects of oppres- 
sion or neglect, revived in prosperity and plenty ; and millions applaud- 
ed the distant blesiungs or bis rei^, whue he was cursed by the wit- 
nesses of his daily cruelties. The ancient proverb, that blood-thirsty is 
the man who returns from banishment to power, had been applied with 
too much truth to Marius and Tiberius ; and was now veritied for the 
third time in the life of Andronicus. His memoiy was stored with a 
black list of the enemies and rivals, who had traduced his merit, opposed 
his greatness, or insulted his misfort^es ; and the only comfort of his 
exile was the sacred hope and promise of revenge. The necessary e\ 
tinction of the young emperor and his mother, imposed the fatal obli- 
gation of extirpating the friends, hated, and might punirii, the as- 
sassin: and the repetition of murder •rendered him less willing, and less 
able, to forgive. A horrid narrative of the victims whom he sacrificed 
by poison or the sword, by the sea or the flames, would be less expres- 
sive of his cruelty, than the appellation of the Halcyon-days, whicli was 
applied te a rare and bloodless week of repose : the tymitt strove to 
transfer, on the laws and Judges, some portion of his gtiilt ; but the 
mask was i^en, and hi's subjects could no longer mistake the true au- 
thor of their calamities. The noblest of the Greeks, more especially 
those who, by descent or alliance, might dispute the Comnenian inhe- 
ritance, escaped from the monster^s den : Nice or Prusa, Sicily or Cy- 
prus, were their places of refuge : and as their flight was already cri- 
minal, they aggravated their offence by an open revolt, and the impe- 
rial title. Yet Andronicus resisted the dag^rs and swords of his most 
formidable enemies : Nice and Prusa were reduced and chastised : the 
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Sicilians were content with the sack of Thessalonici^; and the distatioe 
of Cyprus was not more propitious to the rebel than to tlie tvrant* Hie 
throne was subverted by a rival without merit, and a people without 
arms. Isaac Angelas, a descendant in the female line from the ffiwat 
Alexis, was marked as a victim, by the prudence or superstition cv the 
emperor. In a moment of despair, Angelas defended his life anddiberty, 
slew the executioner, and fled to the churrii of St Sophm The sanc-> 
tuary was insensibly filled with a carious and mournful crowd, who, in 
his mte, prognosticated their own. But their lamentations were soon 
turned to curses, and their curses to threats : they dared to ask, Why 
** do we fear ? why do we obey ? we are many, and he is one ; our pa-^ 

tience is the only bond of our slavery.” With the dawn of day the 
city burst into a general sedition, the prisons were thrown open, the 
coldest and most servile were roused to the defence of their isonntry, 
and Isaac, the second of the name, was raised from the sanctuary to the 
throne. Unconscious of his danger, the tyrant, was absent ; withdrawn 
from the toils of state, in the delicious isuinds of the Propontis. He had 
contracted an indecent marriage with Alice, or Agnes, daiighter of Lewis 
VI 1. of France, and relict of the unfortunate Alexius : ami his society, 
more suitable to his temper than to Ids age, was of^mposed of a young wife 
and a favourite conCubine. On the first alarm he rushed to ConstontU 
nople, impatient for the blood of the guilty ; but he was astonished by 
the silence of the palace, the tumult of the city, and the general deser- 
tion of mankind. Andronicus proclaimed a free pardon to his subjects ; 
they neither desired nor would grant forgiveness ; he offered to resign 
his crown to his son Manuel ; but the virtues of the so^ could not ex- 
piate his father's crimes. The sea was still oj)eu for his retreat ; but the 
news of the revolution had fiown along the coast; when fear had ceased, 
obedience was no more ; the imperial galley was pursued and taken by 
an armed brigantine ; and the tyrant was dragged to the presence of 
Isaac Angelas, loaded with fetters, and a long chain round bis neck. 
His eloquence, and the tears of his female ^mpanions, pleaded in vain 
for his life ; but, instead of the decencies of a legal execution, the new 
monarch abandoned tlve criminal to the numerous sufferers, whom he 
had deprived of a father, a husband, or a friend. His teeth and hair, 
an eye and a hand, were tom from him, as a ]^r compensation for 
their loss; and a short respite was allowed, that ne might feel the bit- 
terness of death. Astride on a cornel, without any danger of rescue, he 
was carried through the city, and the basest of the populace rejoiced to 
trample on the fallen majesty of their prince. After a thousand blows 
and outrages, Andronicus was hung by the feet between two piliaivt 
thrit supported the statues of a wolf and sow ; and every hand, that 
could reiicli the public enemy, indicted on his b<^y some mark of inge- 
nious or brutal cruelty, till two friendly Italians, plunging their swords 
into his body, released him from all liuman punimment. In this long 
and painful iigonv-^*^ Lord, have merev on me ! and why will you bruise 
“ a broken reed.^*” were the only words that escaped from his mouth* 
Our hatred for the tyrant is lost in pity for the man ; nor can we blame 
his pusillanimous resignation, since a Greek Christian was no longer 
master of his life. 

I have been tempted to expatiate on the extraordinary diaracter and 
adventures of Andronicus; but I shall here terminate the series of the 
Greek emperoi*s since the time of Heraclius* The branches that sprang 
from the Comnenian trunk had insensibly withered; and the male line was 
continued only in the posterity of Andionicus himself, who, in tlie public 
confusion, usurped the sovereignty of Trebizond, so obscure in^ history, 
and so famous in romance. A private citizen of Philadelphia, Con- 
stantine Angelus, had emerged to wealth and honours bv his marriage 
w ith a daughter of the emperor Alexius. His son Andronicus is con- 
spicuous only by his cowardice His grimdson Isaac punished and sue- 
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C60d^ the tyrant ; hnt he wiia dethroned by his cmn vieee and the 
bitioii of his brother; and the discord introduced the Latins to the 
conquest of Constantinople, the first great period in the fall of the 
eastern empire. 

If we compute the number and duration of the reijps, it will be 
found, that a period of six hundred years is filled by e&ty emperors, 
including in the Augustdn list some female sovereigns ; and deducting 
some usurpers who were never acknowledged in the coital, and some 
princes who did not live to possess their inheritance, l^e average pro- 
portion will allow ten years for each emperor, far below the chronmogical 
rule of Sir Isaac Newton, who, from the experience of more recent and 
regular monarchies, has defined about eighteen or twenty years as the 
term of an ordinary reigm The Byzantine empire was most tranquil and 
prosperous when it could acquiesce in hereditary succession ; five dy- 
nasties, the Heraclian, Isaunan, Amorian, Basuian, and Comnenian 
families, enjoyed and transmitted the royal patrimony during their re- 
spective series of five, four, three, six, and four generations ; several 
princes number the years of their reign with those of their infancy ; and 
Constantine Vll. and hia two grandsons occupy the space of an entire 
century. But in the intervals of the Byzantine dynasties, the succes- 
sion is rapid and broket, and the name of a successful candidate is 
speedily erased by a more fortunate competitor. Many were the paths 
that led to the summit of royalty ; the fabric of rebellion was over^ 
thrown by the stroke of conspiracy, or undermined by the silent arts of 
intri^e ; the favourite of the soldiers or people, of the senate or clergy, 
of the women and eunuchs, were alternately clothed with the purple ; 
the means of their elevation were base, and cheir end was often contempti- 
ble or tragic. A being of the nature of man, endowed with the same 
faculties, with a longer measure of existence, would cast down a smile 
of pity and contempt on the crimes and follies of human ambition, so 
eager, in a narrow span, to grasp at a precarious and short-lived enjoy- 
ment. It is thus that the experience of history exalts and enlarges the 
horizon of our intellectual view. In a composition of some days, in a peru- 
sal of some hours^ six hundred years have rolled away, and the duration 
of a life or reign 1 ^ contracted to a fieeting moment : the grave is ever 
beside the throne ; the success of a criminal is almost instantly followed 
by the loss Of his prize ; and our immortal reason survives and disdains 
the sixty phantoms of kings who have passed before our eyes, and 
faintly dwell on our remembrance. The observation, that in eveiy age 
and Climate, ambition has prevailed with the same commanding energy, 
may abate the surprise of a philosopher ; but while he condemned the 
vanity, he may search the motive, of this universal desire to obtain 
and hold the sceptre of dominion. To the greater part of the Bysantine 
series, we cannot reasonably ascribe the love of fame and of mankind. 
The virtue alone of John Comnenus was beneficent and pure : the nu t 
illustrious of the princes, who precede or follow that respectable name 
have trod with some dexterity and vigour the crooked and bloody paths 
of a selfish policy ; in scrutinizing the imperfect characters of Leo the 
Isaurian, Ba^, 1 . and Alexius Comnenus, of Theophilus, the secoiul 
Basil, and Manuel Comnenus, our esteem and censure are almost equally 
balanced ; and the remainder of the imperial crowd could only desire 
and expe^ to be forgotten by posterity. Was pei'sona] happiness the 
aim and ^ject of their ambition ? 1 shall not descant on tne vulgar 
topics of the misery of kings ; but I may surely observe, that their con- 
dition, of fdl others, is the iViost pregnant with fear, and the least sus- 
ceptible of hope. For these opposite passions, a larger scope was allowed 
in the revolutions of antiquity, than in the smooth and solid temper of 
the modem world, which cannot easily repeat either the triumph of 
Alexander or the fall of Darius, Btit the peculiar infelicity of the By- 
zantine princes exposed them to domestic perils, u ithout affording any 
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lively promise of lordly conquest. Proih the pinnacle of gieatness, 
AiidronicuB was precipUaied by a death more cruel and shameful than 
that of the vilest tnalefhctor ; but the most glorious of his predecessors 
had much more to dread from their subjects than to hoM from their 
enemies. The army was licentious without spirit^ the nauon turbulent 
without freedom ; the Barbarians of the east and west pressed on thO 
monarchy^ and tlie loss of the provinces was terminated by the final 
servitude of the capital. 

The entire series of Roman emperors, from the first of the Ccssars to 
the last of the Constantines, extends above fifteen hundred years : and 
the term of dominion, unbroken by foreign conquest, surpasses the 
measure of the ancient monarchies ; the Assyrians or Modes, the suc- 
cessors of Cyrus, or those of Alexander. 

CHAP. XLIX. 

Introduction^ worshw, and pfrcecution, of imagec* — Revolt of Italu and 
Rome — Temporal dominion of the popes. — Conquest of Italy by the 
Franks, — Establishment of images. — Character and coronation of thttr- 
lemagne — Restoration and decay of the Roman empire in the west,^^ 
^Indej)endence of Italy. — Constitution of the Germanic body. 

In the connection of the church and state, I have considered the 
former as subservient only, and relative, to the latter ; a salutary 
maxim, if in fact, as well as in narrative, it had ever been held sacred. 
The oriental philosophy of the Gnostics, the dark abyss of predesti- 
nation and grace, ana the strange transformations of the eucharist fn»m 
the sign to the substance of Christ's body,(l) I have purposely aban- 
doned to the curiosity of the speculative divines. But 1 have reviewed, 
with diligence and pleasure, the objects of ecclesiastical historj’’, by which 
the decline and fall of the Roman empire were materially affected, the 
propagation of Christianity, the constitution of the Catholic church, 
the ruin of Paganism, and tlie sects that arose from the mysterious con- 
troversies concerning the Trinity and incarnation. At the head of this 
class, we may justly rank the worship of images, so fiercely disputed in 
the eighth and ninth centuries ; since a question of popular superstition 
produced the revolt of I tidy, the temporal power or tne popes, and the 
restoration of the Roman empire in the west. 

The primitive Christians were possessed with an unconquerable re- 
pugnjince to the use and abuse of images, and this aversion may he as- 
cribed to their descent from the Jews, and their enmity to the Greeks. 
The Mosaic law liad severely proscribed all representations of the 
Deity ; and that precept was firmly established, in the principles and 
practice of the chosen people. The wit of the Christian apolo^.sts was 
pointed against the foolish idolaters, who bowed before the workman- 
ship of their ow'n hands ; the images of brass and marble, wliich, had 
they been endowed with sense and motion, should have started rather 
from the pedestal to adore the creative powers of the artist.(9) Per- 
haps some recent and imperfect converts of the Gnostic tribe, might 
crown the statues of Christ and St. Paul with the profane honours 
which they paid to those of Aristotle and Pythagoras ;(3) hut the pub- 

(1) Tbe learned Selden hai given the biaUirv of tranaubsttnUatloA In a com^rehenaive and 
pUby sentence. — I hU opinion is only rlietoric turned into logic." C^iii WorKs, vol. ill. p. 
1073. in his Table-talk.) 

(1) N'ec iiitelliguiit bonUaes Ineptissimi. quod si seiitire almnlarni et moveri pocsentj. adorn* 
tnra bomineni AiUsent a quo stint expolita. (Olvlti. Instltut Ijb. li. c. 1.) Lactantius Is ibe 
last as well as the most eloquent, of the Latin apologists. Tbcir raillery of Idols attacks not 
only the object, but tbe form and mauer. 

(3) See IrencBus, Epipbanius, and Augnsem. (Basnage, Hist, des Egiisea Refornivet. too. 
it. p. 1315.) This Oiioitic practice has a singular afllnity with tbe private worship or Alex-^ 
under Sevcius. (Lampridiiis, c. Latdner, Healheu Testuuonies, vol. ih. p. 34.) 
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lie religion of the Catholics was uniformly simple and spiritual ; and the 
hrst notice of the use of pictures is in the censure of the council of lUi- 
beris; three hundred years after the Christian era. Under the succes- 
sors of Constantine^ in the peace and luxury of the triumphant church, 
the more prudent bishops condescended to indulge a visible supersti- 
tion, for the beneHt of the multitude ; and, after the ruin of Paganism, 
they were no longer restrained by the apprehension of an odious paral- 
lel. The first introduction of a symboJic worship was in the veneni- 
tion of the cross, and of relics. The saints and martyrs, whose inter- 
cession was implored were seated on the right hand of God ; but the 
gracious^ and often supernatural favours, which in the popular belief 
were showered round tneir tomb, conveyed an unquestionable sanction 
of the devout pilgrims, who visited, and touched, and kissed, these life- 
less remains, the memorials of their merits and suffering8.(l) But a 
memorial, more interesting than the skull or the scandals of a departed 
worthy, is a faithful copy of his person and features, delineated by the 
arts of painting or sculpture. In every age, such copies, so congenial to 
human feelings, have been cherislied by the zeal of private friendship, 
or public esteem ; the images of the Koman emperors were adored with 
civil and almost religious honours ; a reverence less ostentatious, but 
more sincere, was applied to the statues of sages and patriots ; and 
these profane virtues, these splendid sins, disappeared in the presence 
of the holy men, who had died for their celestial everlasting coun- 
try. At first the experiment was made with caution and scruple ; and 
the venerable pictures were discreetly allowed to instruct the ignorant, 
to awaken the cold, and to gratify the prejudices of the heathen 
proselytes. By a slow , though inevitable progression, the honours of 
the original were transferred to the copy : the devout Christifin prayed 
before the image of a saint : and the Fagan rites of genuflexion, lumi- 
naries, and incense, again stole into the IJatholic church. The scruples 
of reason or piety, were silenced by the strong evidence of visions and 
miracles ; and the pictures which speak, and move, and bleed, must be 
endowed with a divine energy, and may be considered as the proper 
objects of religious adoration. The most audacious pencil might tremble 
in the rash attempt of deflning, by forms and colours, the infinite Spirit, 
the eternal Father, who pervades and sustains the universe.(2) But 
the superstitious mind was more easily reconciled to paint and to wor- 
ship the angels, and, above all, the Son of God, under the human shape, 
which, on earth, tliey have condc’-cended to assume. The second per- 
son of the Trinity had been tilotlied with a real and mortal body ; but 
that body had ascended into heaven, and, had not some bimilitucle been 
presented to the eyes of his disciples, the spirituid worship of Christ 
migl t have been obliterated by the visible relics and representation ; of 
the saints. A similar indulgence was requisite, and proxutious, for the 
Virgin Mary: the place of ner burial was unknown ; 'uid the assUi tp- 
tion of lier soul and body into heaven was adopted by the credulity of 
the Greeks and Latins. Tlie use, and even the worship, of images, was 
firmly established before the end of the sixth century ; they were fondly 
cherished by the warm imagination of the Greeks and Asiatics; the 
Jbiiitlieon and Vatican were adorned with the emblems of a new super- 
stition ; but this semblance of Idolatry was more coldly entertained by 
the rude Barbarians and the Arian clergy of the west. The bolder 
forms of sculpture, in brass or marble, which peopled the temples of 
iuitiquity, were oflensive to the fancy or conscience of the Christian 

(I) See tlilft HUtory, vot H. p. vol. III. p. 147. 478--487. 

(*) Ot> yap TO Gotov VfrXow Km UMfffrrOK puf<^atf rim airetKaCapeyi, Ovre 

Ktjpw KOI (pAotY rtjv vtrofiOvotoK Km wpouvapx»>f ittyo*t>Kapep (i oticilniin 

11 In Cuttect. Labh. Um. vld. p 1025 edit. Veuet.) Ilserolc penUHre A-pro|H>r de 
111 pfdiil s^niAnr d’imnv's de la Trliilce on de In Dlvliiite; !«• defeuseiir* les pins zebs dez 
iiiiawrt ayatii coiidcimne celles t*i, et le coitcU^* de TmiU ne pailant qiie des de Jesua 

CLiitiU'l d<;s (Uuplu. Biitlioi Eccle» torn vi p. t‘.l> 
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Greeks ; and a smooth surface of colours has ever been esteemed a more 
decent ami harmless mo»ie of iniitation.( I ) 

'i'he merit and effect of a copy depend on its resemblance witli the 
oriffinal; but the primitive f’hristians \\ere i^iorant of the genuine 
features of the son of God, his motlier and his apostles : the statue of 
Christ at Paneiis iu Palestine(‘2) was more probably thfit of some tem- 
poral saviour ; tlie Giiosti<;s anil their profane monuments were repro- 
bated ; and the fancy of the Christian artists could only be guided by the 
clandestine imitation of some heathen model. In this distress^ a bold 
ami dexterous invention assured at once the likeness of the image ami 
the innocence of the worship. A new super-structure of fable wfw 
raised on the popular basis of a Syrian legend, on the correspondence of 
Christ and Abgarus, so famous in the days of Eusebius, so reluctantly 
deserted by our modern advocates. 'Plie bishop of C}esarea(3) records 
the epistle,(-t) but he most striuigely forgets the picture of Christ ;(5) 
the perfect impression of liis face on a linen, with which he gratified the 
faith of the royal stranger, who had invoked his healing power, and 
offered the strong city of Edessa to protect him against the malice of 
the Jews. The ignorance of the primitive church is explained by the 
long imprisonment of the image in a niche of the w^all, from whence, 
after an oblivion of five hundred years, it was released by some pru- 
dent bishop, iind sefisonably presented to the devotion of the times. Its 
first and most glorious exploit was the deliverance of the city frorq the 
arms of Cliosroes Nushirvan ; and it w'as soon revered as a pledge of 
the divine promise, that Edessa should never be taken by a foreign ene- 
my. It is true, indeed, that the text of Procopius ascribes the ilouhle 
deliv erance of Edessa to the wealth and valour of her citizens, who pur- 
chased the absence, and repelled the assaults, of the Pei-sian monarch. 
He was ignorant, the prolane historian, of the testimony which he is 
compelled to deliver in the ecclesiastical jiage of Evagriiis, that the 
Palladium was exposed on the rampart ; and that the water, which had 
been sprinkled on the holy face, instead of quenching, added new fuel 
to the flames of the besieged. After this important service, the image 
of Edessa was jirescrved with respect and gratitude ; and if the Ar- 
menians rejected tlie legend, the more credulous Greeks adored the 
similitude, wliich w'us not the work of any mortal pencil, but the irn- 
iiieJiate creation of the divine original. The style and scutiinejits of a 


Thi» gciicrai biitory of Inuigns is tlrdu'ii from the tvieiily-second book of ttie llist dra 
Reforiiioca of Babiiatie, lotii. ii. p lolO— 1.T37. He ua:, a protcsiaiit, but of a manly 
spirit , and on tins bead tlie erofestaiils are so iiotoriouAly in tlie right, that they can vciituie 
to be iiniMrtial See tbe perplesitv of pool fiiar Pagi, Critica, tom i. p 42. 

( 2 ; AUet removing bome riibbish ot iiiiiacle and iiicomiibteiicy, it may be allowed, that ai 
late «is th( yi^ir 3(X), P.iiuas in Palestine was decorated with a hioiize statue, representing a 
grave pi .‘^soiiagr wrapt 111 a cloak, with a giateful or suppliant female kneeling beluie him; 
and tlnlan inscription - Ttv 'tm tuep^cTr;— was perhaps inscribed on the pedcsUI. 

By tbc Chiiiitiaus, this giotipe was fiMihslily explained of their founder and the j/aor woman 
whom he h.td cured ot the bloody-fliix. (Biibeb vil IN. I'iiUustoig 7 3, a^c ; M. de Beau 
sobre m<»re reasonably conieitures the plnlosophei At>ulloti<as, or the etnpeiui Vespasian lu 
the lattei Buppu&itioii, the teuiale is a city, a province, or perhaps the queen Beieiiice (bib> 
liotbrque tieiinaiiiqiie, tom. xiii pi 92 ) 

(3) kuatb liist. htcles lib 1. c. 13. 'Ihe lenn.ed Asseinannus has brought up the col. 
lateral .iid ot the three by nans, .St Cpbrem, Josua styliies, and James bishop ot Sariig , but 
I d'» not tbid .my notice ot riic .sviiit original or the archives of Edessa (Bibliot Oiieut tom- 
1 p ns. 120 ) , tlieir lagne b, liet is probably derived from the Ureeks. 

(1) I be evidenics f(»r ibest* epv.Uc» ix staled and rejected by the candid Laidm r. (Heathen 
Ti &tlnioine3, vol. i p. 270 -.Wi ) Among the herd of bigots who are forcibly diiviri tiom 
tins couiehicnt but intten ibic post, 1 am .isbatned, with the Uiabes, Cavex, liHeuionts, dec. 
to discovii Mr Addison, ati Eiighxh gctitlemaii (his Works, vol. I. p. fiJS, BasKcrviHc'- 
edituni) but his siipcMui 1 iiact on the chrisiMu religion owes its cri.dU to bis name, its 
style, and the interested applauxe ol our clcigy 

(3) riom the silence of James of .Sanig, (Asseman Bibliot. Oiicnl. p JIB ) and the 
teslinioiiy of fevagruis, (^:^l Eccits. lib iv. t 27 J I conclude that il.ij, table was ioveuted 
between the veais 321 anil 391, most piob.kbiy alter the siege of tdessa in 340. (Assemati. 
tom 1 p 116 Piocop.i.s de Bell Persic lih 11 .) It is the sword and buckler of Gie. 
gory II. (in I'pisl. 1 aii>l Icon Isanr Council tom. vni p 65B, 637.) of John DatliasreiiOH, 
(Opera, twn. 1 p. 281 **ilii Leqiiicn) and ot Uie second Nicenc council. (Actio, v p. 1050/ 
The most perfect edition in.iy be loin.'l in Ceninuis (loinpend. p 175—178 ; 

Voi. Ill A is 
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Bfzantine hymn will declare how far tlieir worship was removed from 
tlie grossest idolatry. How can we with mortal eyes contemplate 
this image, whose celestial splendour the host of heaven presumes not 
to behold ? He who dwells in heaven condescends this day to vis-it 
us by bis venerable image; He who is seated on the cherubim, visits 
** us this day by a picture, which the Father has delineated with his 
immaculate hand, which he lias formed in an ineflable manner, and 
which w'C sanctify by adoring it with fear and love/* Before the end 
of the sixth century, these images, made without hatuh (in Greek it is 
a single word,) (1) were propagated in the camps and cities of the eastern 
empire ;(2) they were the objects of worship, and the instruments of 
miracles ; and in the hour of danger or tumult, tlieir venerable pre- 
sence could revive the hope, rekindle the courage, or repress the fury, 
of the Roman legions. Of these uicture^, the far greater part, tlie 
transcrijits of a human pencil, could only pretend to a secondary like- 
ness and improper title ; but there were some of higher descent, who 
derived their resemblance from an immediate contact with the origiii il, 
endowed, for that purjiose, with a miraculous and prolific virtue. The 
ambitious aspired from a filial to a fraternid relation w’ith the 
image of Edessa; and sucli is the veromca of Home, or Sjiain, or Jeru- 
salem, which Christ in his agony and bloody sw’eat applied to his face, 
and delivered to a holy matron. The fruitful precedent was speedily 
transfen*ed to the Virgin Mary, and the saints and martyrs. In the 
church of Diospolis, in Palestine, t^ie featui*es of the mother of Gud(S) 
were deeply inscribed on a marble ca lumn : the east and west liave been 
decorated by the pencil of iSt. Luke ; and the evangelist, who was p(‘r- 
haps a physician, has been forc(‘d to exercise the occupation of a p.iin- 
ter, so profane and odious in the eyes of the primitive Chrisiians. The 
Olympian Jove, created by the muse of Homer and the chisel of Pin 
dias, might inspire a philosophic mind with momentary de\otion ; but 
these Catholic images were faintly and flatly delineated by monkisli 
aitists, m the last liegeneracy of taste and geiiius.(4) 

The w’orship of images has stolen into tlie church by insensible de- 
gi-ees, and each ])etty step was plea&ing to the superstitious mind, .is 
products e of comfort and innocent of sin. But iii the beginning of 
the eighth century, in the full magnitude of the abuse, the mure timo- 
rous Greeks w'ere awakened by an apprehenssion, that, uridt*r be iria^k of 
Christianity, they had restored the religion of tlieir fathers : they heard, 
with grief and impatience, the name of idolaters; the incessant charge 
of the Jew's and Mahometans, (5) who derived from the law and tlie 
Koran an immortal hatred to gra\ en images and all tlie relative \rorshi}>- 
The servitude of the Jew's might cuib their zeal and oeprcci ite their 
authority ; but tJie tiiumphaiit Mussulmans, who reigned at l\.inascus. 


(\) hxcipovoifirof: See Dticang^, in GIob, Grace el Lai. ! he nnhjeit is to ai d ivi»a 
eqiui lianiniK and bigotry by the Jrsnit t.retspr, (sjiur^una de Ii.it.Miubii^ ion M'lritt t ui 
caliem Codiiiide OOitiis. p 289 .loM ) jh« ".us, or r.ilher tl.e to\, of Uji; 'Jtlsidd. 
Sr.ilK^ptaiM ,) wirli etiiial riMSOii and imi by ilic I'roti slatiL Hi .uifvobie, in tut tioii?. ,tl pmiIio 
ver<,v wliicii be lias spitad tiiii>iiq;li iiutiv volinof i. ol the Gerii atiopie ftoi . p. 

1. IS-ril) 20 p. 27— <.8.25 p. 1— 27. P a5~112. 28. p. l-3.> 31. p. 3J p 75 - 

107 51 ]i C7-.'hi ; 

(2) 'Iheoptolact. Siiiiocatta (lib ii c 5. p lib iii c i p 03 ) celebrates the t\ti 

MiKutrfxa istmli lie htile <ra\t.ipowon,nov t y»l U was no Pioi" iliaii a cop>, biuee be adds 
opXfTl.iroi. TO iK< {If )j .Ol Hro/iof (t f i dessa^ Ti opoiyTov, *'« O ray l, lolli ll il i. 

586 no. 11 

(3) See III Ihegetinine or supposed ivoiKs ot John i)ani«isceiiiis, two passntiej on the Viiztii 
and M. I like, wlm li have not been noticed by (iretscr, nor consequently by Ufaiibobrt (Optra, 
Job. Oainuhcen. loin i p. nI8 f.31.) 

(4) “ \.»nr s>camlaloiis iigiires slaiid quite out from ibe ennvas the> aie .is had as i groiipc 
of statues'” it w.is Ibus that the ignorance . nd bigotiy of a Greek priest 'applauded the 
pictuie of Iitun, whicb be bad uideretl, and refused to accepi. 

(5) Hv ieUieniis, Zoiiaras, Olycas, and Mairasses, the oiizin of ibc fcollocl^^ts Is imputed 
t«> the Ctilipb Yezid and two Jews, who promised the einpitc to Leo , .md ll.c teproacbes of 
these hostile sect trios .ire turned into an abMird coiispnacv lor itstoriiig the purity of tlMt 
Cbrialian woisbip (Sec bp&iiLeiin, Hist. 1 jii.ij{ c. 2 ) 
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and tlireatened Constantinople, cast into the scale of reproach the ac- 
cuinalted eight of truth and victory. Tlie cities of Syria, Palestine, 
and Egypt, had been fortified by the images of Christ, his mother, and 
nis saints ; and each city presumed on the hope or promise of miracu- 
lous defence. In a rapid conquest of ten yeai*s, the Arabs subdued those 
cities and these images ; and, in their opinion, the Lord of Hosts pro- 
nounced a decisive judgment between the adoration and contempt of 
these mute and inanimate idols. For awhile Edessa had braved tlie 
Persian assaults : but the chosen city, the spouse of Christ, was involved 
in the common ruin ; and his divine resemblance became the slave and 
trophy of the infidels. After a servitude of three hundred years, the 
PaHadiiim was yielded to the devotion of Constantinople, for a ransom 
of twelve thousand pounds of silver, the redemption of two hundred 
Mussulmans, and a perpetual truce of the territory of Edessa.(l) In 
this season of distress and dismay, the eloquence of the monies was ex- 
orcised in the defence of images ; and they attempted to prove, tliat 
the sin and schism of the greatest part of the Orientals had forfeited 
the favour, and annihilated the virtue, of these precious symbols. But 
they were now opposed by the murmurs of many simple or rational 
Christians, who appealed to the evidence of texts, of facts, and of the 
jirimitive times, and secretly desired the reformation of the church. As 
the worship of images had never been established by any general or,posi- 
tive law, its progress in the ejistern empire had been retarded, or ac- 
celerated, by the differences of men and manners, the local degrees of 
refinement, and the personal characters of the bishops. The splendid 
devotion was fondly cherished by the levity of the capital, and the 
inventive genius of the Byzantine clergy, while the rude and remote 
ilistricts of Asia were strangers to this innovation of sacred luxury. 
iMany large congregations of Gnostics and Ariaiis maintained, aftiu* their 
conversion, the simple worship winch had preceded tlieir separation ; 
and the Armenians, tlie most warlike subjects of Rome, M'ere not recon- 
ciled, in the twelflh century, to the sight of irnages.(2) I'he varioii'^ 
denominations of men affuraed a fund of prejudices and aversion, of 
small account in the villages of Anatolia or 1'hrace, but which, in tlie 
fortune of a soldier, a prelate, or a eunucJi, might be often connected, 
with the powers of the church and state. 

Of such adientures, the most fortunate was the emperor Leo 111.(3) 
who, from the mountains of Isauria, ascended the throne of the east. 
He was ignorant of sacred and profane letters ; but his education, his 
reason, perhaps his intercourse with the Jew's and Arabs, had inspiied 
tiie nianial peasant with a hatred of images ; and it was held to be the 
duty of a prince, to impose on his subjects the dictates of his own con- 
scieiuc. But in the outside of an unsettled reign, during ten years of 
toil and danger, Leo submitted to the meanness of hypocrisy, bowed ]>e- 
fore the idols, which he despised, and satisfied tlie Roman’ poiitilf w'lth 
the annual professions of his orthodoxy and zeal. In the lefbrmation of 


( 1 > Sei* liliisatiii, Sararen. p 267.) Abiilpharagiiis, (Dynast p, 201 ) and 
(Aiiii.<l. Mosltfiii p 264.) the c'iiiici»ms of I'dgi, tom. lii A. f). 914) 'Ihe puidttil ti.m- 
tiic.Hi Mliised to deteimiiie wbetlicr ilie im.«6C of Pdes&a now reposes at Rome or (itiioa. hut 
Us icpo^e la iii!>loiK»iiB, uiid this aiicieht ohjetc of worship is no h.iit^et famous oi rd^liiouahJe 

(2) hui iWttfiuvon >] uyitui/ ciKovtiiv fTfjoaKvptjtnv a'TrtitOf.'Cvtrtt. (Nl(et.iS, ilh ii p, 

2)8 } lilt* Aimeiiiaii thiiiclies aie still content with the cross, (Missions du Levant, toin m 
P HS ) hut surely the siipeisniioiis Gieek js unjust to the aupersutioji of the ^.ernuns ot the 
ivtpjltli centiirv. 

IS) Oiir ormin.ll. hut not impartial, moniiincrts of the Icon.x lasts mn*! ht> dt iwn from the 
Arts ot the CimiihiI, fioiii viii. and ix.) Collect. Labbe, edit, veuet. and the histoiual nn^ 
iims oi I heoplMiies, Nicei.lioriis, MaiiaA<ies, Cedienus, Zonaras, Sic nt the inodeni Catholics, 
Raroniiu, P.mi, N.ildlis Aievander, (Hist, tccles. Secninni 8 and 9.) and M«iimhoiti;;, (Mh,t 
des Coiiuclaf.ies) ha\e tie.tled the siihject with '.earnitifi;, passion, and credulity. | he Frotes* 
taut lahniiis of Licderic Spanheini (Historid iruKiiiariiin Restituta) and James Rasnage, (flut. 
des Eglist's llefiiniiees, tom ii. lib. xxni. p. 1330 — 1383 ) are cast into the Ironoi last scale. 
With this iniitiial aid, *aiid opposite tcudencs it is easy foi us to poise the balance wiin philo- 
sophic indtllerence. 
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relif^ioHj hia first steps were moderate and cautious ; he assemblcvd a 
great council of senators and 1iishoj)S, jumI enacted, with their consi'ut^ 
tJiat all the images should be removed from the sanctuary and altar to a 
proper hei^^ht in the churches, where they might be visifde to the eyo'^, 
and inaccessilde to the superstition, of the people. But it was impossible 
on either side to cljeck the rapid though adverse impulse of veneration 
and abhorrence : in their lofty position, the sacred images still edified 
their votaries and reproached the tyrant. He vras himself provoked hy 
resistance and invective ; and hi^ own jiarty accused him of an imjicr- 
fect discharge of his duty, and urged, for his imitation, the example of 
the Jewihli king, who had broken without scruple the ln*azen serpent of 
the temple. By a secoiul edict, he proscribed the existence as well as 
the use of religious pictures ; the churches of Constantinople and the 
provinces were cleansed from idolatry ; tlie images of ('hrist, the Virgin, 
and the saints, W'cre demolished, or a smooth surface of plaster was 
8))read over the walls of the edifice. The sect *>f the Iconoclasts was 
sujiported by the zefd and des])otism of six emperors, and the cast and 
west were involved m a noisy conflict of one hundred and twenty years, 
it was the design of Leo tlie Isaurian to pronoiuice the condenination 
of iniiigos, as an article of faitJi, ami hy the authority of a gencial 
council: but the convocation of such an assembly was resoiwed fm hji» 
sou C’onst anti ne ,(1) and though it is stigmatized by triumph.ii»t biuo- 
try as a meeting of fools and athoist.^i their <»wn partial and mutilated 
acts betray many symptoms of reason and piety, 'fhe debates and de- 
crees of many provinicial synods introduced tlie summons of the gcneial 
council which mot in the suburbs of Constant iiiopJt*, and \ias composeil 
of the respectable number of three Imndred and tliiity-eight hishi>|)b 
of Europe mul Anatolia; for the jiatriarchs of AntioLh and Aloxandiia 
were the slaves of the <‘fili}>h, and the Roman pontiff had withdrawn the 
cliurelics of Jtah^ and the w est from the communion of the Itreeks. ^I'his 
Byzantine synod assumed the rank and poweis <»f the seventh goneiMl 
council ; yet e\eii this title w as a retognitioii of the six pieceilujg as- 
semblies which had laboriously built the structure of the (’.itludic faith. 
After a serious deliberation of six montlis, the three hundred and 
thirty-eight hishojis pronounced and subst nhed a imaninious ileciee, 
that all visible symbols of Christ, except in the eucharist, were either 
blasjihemous or heretical ; that image- worship w'as a corruption of 
(’hristianity and a renewal of Paganism; that all such monuments of 
idolatry should be broken or erased ; and that those who should refuse 
to dtdiver the objects of their private superstition, wx*re guilty of dis- 
obedience to the authority of the church and of the empei* i. In theii 
loud and loyal acclamations, iliey celebrated the merits of their temjmr.d 
redeemer; and to his zcfil and justi-X‘ tliey intru.sted the e.\ec»*’^ ui of 
their spiritual censures. At Constantinople, as in the former couneils, 
the will of the prince was the rule of episcopal faith ; hut, on thi> oc- 
casion, 1 ian inclined to suspect, tliat a large majority of the prtdai.^s 
sacrificed their secret conscience to the temptations of hope and fear. In 
the long night of superstition, the Cliristiams had wandered far away 
from the simplicity of the gosjiel, nor was it easy for them to discern 
the clue, and tread back the mazes, of tlie labyrinth. The woiship of 
images was insepanibly blended, at least to a pious ffOicv, with the cross, 
the Virgin, the saints^ and their relics; the holy ground was involved in 
a cloud of miracles and visions; and the rerves of the rnind, cuiiosity 
and scepticism, were benumbed by the habits of obedience and belief. 


(1) Some flowers of rhetoric aie 2ovvot ov iraim.ufiov nui u9foi’, .iiid the 1 isho}»s jun- 

tOtOiftpOlTlV, C> f It IS 8t)tecl ttKVpOi KtM (dpci 1, tolll. I. |» ti'Jl ) SjtriO- 

heiiii’s Apoluijy for tbc S)iio(l of LtoibUtiLiiiople fp. 17 ^. I'wt ) '» w*akod op wUh ifetli aiirt 
jiiKcniiKv, fioiiisiicti iiiaierials nii lie roiikl nod iit rlie Nueiie Acts f\t 1046, <!;c ) Ihp witty 
John ol Dnioust IIS Colivertb trjoKoxm'V hitu *.?ritinortjv\, tuaKe^ lIlClI. of 

tiiejr belly, dec. optia, tom i p. .?(N> 
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( onstnntine himself is accused of indiilji;intf a royal licence to doubt, to 
deny, or deride, the mysteries of the C«ithoUcs,(l) hut they wore deeply 
ins4;ribed in the public and private creed of his lushops ; and the boldest 
Icmmclast mifjjht assault, with a secret horror, the monuments of popu- 
liir devotion, which were consecrated to the honour of Ids celestial i>a- 
trons. in the reformation of the sixteenth century, freedom and know- 
ledge had expanded all the faculties of man ; the thirst of innovation 
superseded the reverence of antiquity, and the vigour of Kurope could 
disdain those phantoms which terrified the sickly and servile weakness 
of the Greeks. 

"I'lie scandal of an abstract heresy can bo only proclaimed to the peo- 
ple hy the blast of the ecclesiastical trumpet ; but the most ignorant 
can nercjeive, the most torpid must feel, the profanation and downfal 
of tlieir visible deities. The first hostilities of Leo were directed 
against a lofty Christ on the vestibule, and above the gate, of the pa- 
lace. A ladder had been planted for the assault, but it was furiously 
shaken by a crowd of zealots and women : they beheld, with pious trans- 
liort, the ministers of sacrilege tumbling from on high, and dashed 
against the pavement; and the honours of the ancient martyrs were 
prostituted to these criminals, who justly suffered for mur<ler and re- 
l)eHion.(‘i) The execution of the imperial edict was resisted by frequent 
tumults ill Constantinople and the jirovinces : the person of Leo was 
emhuigered, his officers were massacred, and the popular enthusyism 
was quelled hy the strongest efforts of the civil and military power. Of 
the Archijielago, or Holy sec, the numerous islands were filled with 
images ami monk'^ : their votaries abjured, without scruple, the enemy 
ot Cliiist, his mother, and the caiiits : they aimed a fleet of boats ami 
galleys, clispbiyed tbeir consecrated banners, and boldly steered lor the 
harbour of Constantinople, to place on the tbione a new favouiite of 
(h»d ami the people. They depended on the succour of a rnir.icle , but 
tin ir miracles were inefficient against the Gtcik fi}e ; and, after the de- 
feat ami conflagration of their fleet, the naked islands wen" al)umloiie«l 
to tlie ciememy or justice of the conqueror. The son of Le4>, in the 
fiist year of his reign, had undei taken an expedition against tlie ):^.ara- 
cens ; during his absence, tlie capital, the palace, and the jnirple, w ere 
occupied by his kinsman Artavasdes, the ambitious champion of the 
orthodox faith. The worship of images was triunqdiantly restored; 
the jiatriarch renounced liis dissimulation, or di-^sembled his sentinieuts ; 
ami the riplite«ais claim of the usurper was ackiiowlegded, both in the 
new and in ancient Kome. Camstantine flew for refuge to his paternal 
nionutaius ; but he descended at the bead of the bold and affectiomite 
Isaunans; and his final victory coiifoumled the arms and predictions 
of the fanatics. 11 is long reign w'as distracted with clamour, sedition, 
conspiracy, and mutual hatred, and sanguinary revenge ; the persecution 
of inmges was the motive, or pretence, of his adversaries ; and, if they 
missed .1 temporal duulem, they were rewarded by the Gioeks with the 
(i-ownof martyrdom. In every act of open and claiidestuie treason, 
the emperor felt the unforgiving enmity of the monks, the faithful 
slaves of loe superstition to which they oweil their riches and iafluence. 
They jirayed, tliey preached, they absolved, they inflamed, they con- 
spiH'd ; the solitude of Palestine poured forth a torrent of invective; 
ami iJie pen of St. John J>amascenu.s,(3') the last of the Greek fathers, 

( 1 1 He iH oi ,fi tlie title ot N.unt, htylin<; the Viiijiii, I'.oUher of ; 

roiiiiMriiii, I'M tuur Itii oi'tivtiv In .III empty Jill I ae , ot Aii.miam, N<‘etuiniissiii, In lit* 
111 tf'iire, Sp^>il« nil 1 p ','07 ) is 8oiiiewli/iC oinliaiirtaurd the lutfit'W of a Proii's* 

t,mt ,111(1 tl>e duly ot •tii oits.xinx divine. 

('!) I he holv (oiittf'oi I iKophcine'i approves the principle of thru irliellion, Ktfauf^ekoi 
0/^"' (}* <.'r»oi‘ 11 im f piU I ad Imj) l«<ni Coinil loin viti p. tiGl. (»hl ap. 

plaiidn ihe ?t'al ot tie a* uotiuii who K Ih d the iinpen.il olluei“. 

(.V) John, or iMansin, a noti'e i linstiap of •)ani,i''( ii**, ulm hold a r<ois’d(>iMb)e oftire in 
the leivue of the (aliph Mh zeal m the ta«ise of iin >«o exoosfd Imit to liie lesetictnent and 
trvucit^ry of tlia fftL-fk "tnormr , m-l o» the i^^pKi'Oi ot a u,' one ih’c « oii<*'pojni» 
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devoted the tyrant’s head, both in this world and the next.(l) lam 
not at leisure to examine how far the monks provoked, nor how much 
they have exaggerated, their real and pretended sufferings, nor how 
many lost their lives or limbs, their eyes or their beards, by the cruelty 
of the emperor. From the chastisement of individuals, he proceeded 
to the abolition of the order; and, as it was wealthy and useless, his 
resentment might be stimulated by avarice and justified by patriotism. 
The formidable name and mission of the Dyago7i,{Qi) his visitor-general, 
excited the terror and abhorrence of tlje black nation : the religious 
communities were di^>solved, the buildings were converted into maga- 
zines, or barracks ; the lands, moveables, and cattle, were confiscated ; 
and our modern precedents will support the charge, that much wanton 
or malicious havoc was exercised against the relics, and even the books, 
of the monasteries. VFith the liabit and lu-ofession of monks, the pu- 
blic and private worship of images was rigoi-ously proscribed ; and it 
should seem, that a solemn abjuration of idolatry was exacted from the 
subjects, or at least from the clergy, of the eastern empire.(3) 

The patient east abjured, w ith reluctance, her sacred images : they 
were fondly clieris! ed, and vigorously defended, by the independent 
zeal of the Italian.^. In ecclesiastical rank and jHirisdiction, the patri- 
arch of Constantinopje and the pope of Rome were nearly equal. But 
the Greek prelate was a domes*^ic shiv o under the eye of his master, at 
whose nod he alternately passed from the convent to the throne, and 
from the throne to the convent. A distant and dangerous station amidst 
the Barbarians of the west, excited the nirit and freedom of the Latin 
bi^hops. Their popular election endeared them to the Romans ; the 
public and jiriv^ate indigence was relieved by tlieir ample revenue ; and 
the weakness or neglect of the emperors compelled them to consult, 
both in peace and w ar, the temporal safety of the citJ^ In the scliool 
of adversity the priest insensibly imbibed the virtues and the ambition 
of a prince; the same charaiiter was assumed, the same policy was 
adopted, by the Italian, the Greek, or the Syrian, who ascended the 
chair of St.* Peter; and, after the loss of her legions and provinces, the 
genius and fortune of the popes again restored the supremacy of Rome. 
It is agreed, that, in the eighth century, their dominion was founded 
on rebellion, and that the rebellion was produced, and justified, by the 
heresy of the Iconoclasts ; but the conduct of the second and third Gre- 
gory, in this memorable contest, is variously interpreted by tlic wishes 
of then* friends and enemies. The Byzantine writers unanimously de- 
clare, tliat, after a fruitless admonition, they jironounced the separation 
of the east and w est, and deprived the sacrilegious tyrant of the revenue 
and sovereignty of Italy. Their ex<’ommunication is still more clearly 
expressed by the Greeks, who beheld the accomplishment of the papal 
triumphs ; and as they are more strongly attached to their religion th in 
to their country, they praise, instead of blaming, the zeal and ortuo- 

was deprived of Ins right band, which waa miraculously restored bythc Viigiii /Miei this 
deliverance, he resigned his office, distributed Ins w&alth, and huried liiiuselt m the iiioius 
tery ul St sahas, between Jerusalem and the Head Sea. Ttie legend {<} famous ; but bis Icaitied 
editor, father Leqnien, Iras unluckily proved that St .lohn Dainascciiiis w.iS alrcatiy a monk 
before the Iconoclast dispute (Opera, toui. i. Vit. St. Joan. Damascen p. et Notas 

ad loc.). 

(1) After sending Leo to the devil, he introduces his heir — to /impoo atnov ycvvtjfxa, koi 
Koxmf avToi; ycvo/zci'ot (tlpera Iiatiiasren. tuin i p. 6^). If the 

autbcuticity of this piece be suspicious, we aie suie that in othei works, no longer eMaut, 
Daniascenus bestowed onCoiistaiitiiie ttie title of reov MujufieO, XpioTo/iaxov, TrtxoXjot/, (tmn. 
t. p. 306.) 

(S) 111 tiie narrative of this persecution from Theoptianes and Cedreiius, Spanlieim (p. 2.7J 
— ®58.) is happy to compare the iJracoof Leo with the dragoons ( IJraiones) of Louis XIV. 
and highly solaces bhnseif with this coritroveisial pun. 

( 3 ) llpoypufifj.a yap e^rrrtp'^c Kara naa u i^apxtuv rtfv trtro t>/. nvrov, iravrat 

tiroypatpai ofjLvvvai tuv fiPtrtitriu rt\» irpoaKvvtiaiif rwv otmripv tiKovutv (Dainasceil, Op. 
tom. 1 p. 635 } Ibis oath and subscription I do not remember to have Been lu any modern 
compilation. 
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doxy of these apostolical inen.(l) The modem champions of Rome are 
eager to accept the praise and the precedent ; this great and glorious 
exam})lc of the deposition of royal heretics is celebrated by the cardi- 
nals Biroiiiusatid Il^lUrniiiia /‘J) and if they are asked^ wliy the same 
thunders were not hurled against the Neros and Julians of antiquity ; 
they reply, that the weakness of the primitive church was the sole 
cause of her patient loyalty (3) On this occasion, the effects of love 
ami hatred are the same ; and the zealous Protestants, who seek to 
kindle the indignation, and to alarm the feai*a, of princes and magis- 
trates, expatiate on the insolence and treason of the two Gregories against 
their lawful sovereign. (4) They are defended only by the moderate 
Catholics, for the most part, of the Gallican church, (5) who respect the 
saint, without approving the sin. These common advocates of the 
crou n and the mitre circumscribe the truth of facts by the rule of 
equity, Scripture, anil tradition ; and appeal (6) to the evidence of the 
Latins, and the lives f 7) and epistles oi the popes themselves. 

Two original espistles from Gregory 11. to the emperor Leo, are still 
extant ;(8) and if they cannot be praised as the most perfect models of 
eloquence and logic, they exhibit the portrait, or at least the mask, of 
the founder of tlie Papal monarchy. “ During ten pure and fortunate 
“ years (s.iys Gregory to the emperor), we have tasted the annual com- 
forts of your royal letters, subscribed in purple ink, with your own 
baud the sacred i>ledges of your attachment to the orthodox creed of 
our fatiiers. How deplorable is the change! how tremendous* the 
“scandal! You now accuse the Catholics of idolatry: and, by the ac- 
cusation, yon betray your own impiety and ignorance. To this ig- 
“ iiorance we are compelled to adapt the grossne^s of our stylo and ar- 
“giirueiits: the fiist elements of holy letters are sufficient for your 
confusion ; and were you to enter a gi*ammar-sehool, and avow your- 
“ self tlie enemy of our worship, tlie simple and pious children would 


(1) K«/ ’rtfv Pmuiju avv -natni I ra\/a /HacrtXeiav a-Tov an-offTf/fft, savs 1 bCOpl)a})C5 

(Lliioiio!']ri|)li p. '513 ). Tor this Gregory is siyled hy Ct^lreutis atnj^ t«irw<rTo\«Kus (p >. 

7<m‘>i.is ilics the ihuiider av^OiiuuTt (tom ii. Mb. xv. p 104, 1{1) ). It Ui.iy be 

oh'enerl, rb.it the t;u<.ksrfic .ipt to tmtConiu* the times fiml .ictioiis of t»vo Giecorie, 

(2) See baioiiiiib, 4iin.il I < ties A D 730. no. 4, 5 ili^iiuin excinpliiiii ' L.(U.)i>iun, (1.“ 
ItoiiMiio I’ontilire, lih v. r S riiiilcUvit (Mini parte imperil. SLotiiiis, de Uejiiio Ualue, 
lih 111 Opera, toll! II p 1(>0 Vrt such IS the chriiigc (tl Italy, that Si&oihiis is coner ted by 
ihr ediloi ot .Uil.iii, rbilipp'is ligeLitiis, a llolugnese, and stib|crt of ihe pope. 

{3) ^iiiiol SI ( biistiaiii idiiii nun deposntMiiiit Neroneiii aiit Juibnuiii, id l.tit qnia droiaiit 
VM< s u uiptiiali’s i hnstiaiiis (luniest I’.enannme, de Komi Tout lib v t. 7 ) tiiditi.'IPer- 
f' ti ridth .1 dKOiiMioii more lioiioiiiaide t» the (list CbiisUaiis, but not moie ^aiistat toiv to 
nioiliiii princes -I lie irftisoir ot heit'tics and rtpostates, »tio break thnr oath belie tlieir coin, 
and itnoiince llieii siMijiiaiicc to i bnst and bis vliai {l*«rioii'aiia, p. 80 ) 

(1) lake, as a siitniiieii, the (.intions Basriage (Hist de J’Fghse, p 1.150, ), and the 

\eh(nunt Sp,niheini ( Ill'll. Iniagintiiii), uiio, with a bundled more, tread in the tootsleps of 
tin* c( iiturialois ot M.iftdemiigh. 

(Si '•‘0 I .Miiioy (opeici loin, v pars 2 epi^t 7 7 p 456-474 ), N’atalis Alexander fnist. 
\ov le tameiiU, seciil viii disseit 1 p 02 -9b ), Pasji (triuca, tom. iii p 213, 2J6 ), and 
tjiaiiiioMe (Istoii.i i ivile di Napoli, tom. i. p 517—320 ), a disciple of the Oalluan srhool in 
the ftdd ol contniversy I always pilv the modciaie party, who stand on lUe open middle 
groMi'd exposed to the fiie ot both sides 

ftv I hev appealed to I’aiil Wanicfiid, or Oiacoims («•’ Gestis laiigobard hb vi c 49 p. 
506, 307. ni Suipt lul. Muiatori, turn i pars l.),and liie nominal AiWasius (de Vit Font 
in Miiratori, tom In pars 1.), Gregorins II. p 154 Gro'crins 111 p 1.58 7.(cliarias, p 161. 
*>tepliaiiir ill p. 1G3 rani us, p. 172. Stepliaiiiis IV. p 174. Hadnaniiii, p* 179. I eo III p. 
195. Yet 1 may remark, that the true Aiiastasiiis (Hist. Eccles, p. 134. edit Keg ) and the 
Histuria Miscella, (lib \m. p. 1.31. in tom. i Script. Ital ) both of the ninth ceiititrv, trans- 
late and approve the Greek text of I bcophaties. 

(7) With "^oiiie niiiiiiie dilleretice, the most learned critics, Incas Holstemu**, ScbeJi sirate, 
Ciampmi, ri.iiirbuii, Miiixitori (Prolegomena ad tom. iii. puts 1 ), are agiced that the Liber 
i'ontificalis was coinpobM and coiitiiicted by the apostoIbaJ librarians and tioiarics of the 
eighih and ninth cenliiiies; and that the List and smallest part is the work of Anestasins, 
wliiise name it liv.irs The st>le is baibarous, the narrative paitu!, the thiaih arc iriiing— 
vet It liiubt he read as a curious and aiuhcntic recoid of the times The < pisllcs ul the popes 
are dispered m tho voliiii'cs ot < oimcils 

(8) The two episUesut Grcgor> II. have been t*iesei\ed in ilic Acts of the Nicene Conitcil. 
(loin viii P (i3l — 671) I hey are without a date, whiiii is xariotisly lixed by Baroiiius in 
the yeai 726. bj Miitaloii (Aniialt dWtali.t, toir \i p. 120 ) in 729, and by Pagt In 7.10. .Such 
IS tlie force of prej ml It e. lh.it some Papula have praised the good sense am! moderation of 
these Icitcis. 
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be provoked to cast their liorn-book'S at your liead.” After this decent 
saJutatioji, tiiejpope attempts the usual distinction between the idols of 
antiquity and the Christian images. The former were the fanciful re- 
presentations of phantoms or demons, at a time when the true God had 
not manifested his person in any visible likeness The latter are the 
genuine forms of Christ, his mother, and his saints, who had approved, 
bv a crowd of miracles, the innocen<*e and merit of this relative wor- 
ship. He must indeed have trusted to the ignorance of Leo, since he 
could assert the peqietual use of images, from the apostolic age, and 
their venerable 2 )rt*>^t?nce in the six .synods of the Catliolic church, A 
more specious argument is drawn from the present possession and re- 
cent practice : the harmony of the Christian w'orld supersedes the de- 
mand of a general council ; and Gregory frankly confesses, that sucli 
assemblies can only be useful under the reign of an orthodox jiririce. 
To the impudent and inhuman Leo, more guilty than a lieretic, he re- 
commends peace, silence, and implicit obedience to his spiritual guides 
of (Constantinople and Home. The limits of civil and ecclesiastiiMl 
powers are defined by the pontiff. To the former he ap])ropriates llie 
bofly ; to the latter the soul : the swonl of justice is in the hands of the 
magistrate ; the more formidable w eapon of excommunication is in- 
trusted to the clergy ; and in the exercise of their divine commission, a 
zealous son will not spare his offending father : the successor of St. 
Peter may lawfully chastise the kings of the earth. “ You a^s.mlt us, 
“ O tyrant ! with a carnal and milit.i 'v hand * unaimed and naked, we 
'' can only implore the ('hrist, the pn ce of the heavenly host, that he 
will send unto you a <levil, for the destruction of your body and the 
“ salvation of your soul. You decJaie, with foolish arrogance, I will 
dispatch mv orders to Home ; I will break in ])icces the image of St. 
Peter; and Gregory, like his predecessor Martin, shall he transported 
in chains, and in exile, to the foot of the imperial throne. ^Youltl to 
God, that I might be permitted to tread in the footsteps of the holy 
“ Martin; but may the fate of (Joiistans seive as a warning to tJie 
persecutors of the church. After his just coudemnatiou f»y the bishops 
“ of Sicily, the tyrant was cut off, in tin* fulness of his sins, by a do- 
“ mestic servant ; the saint is still adored by the nations of Scythiii, 
among whom lie ended his banishment aiul his life. Hut it is our 
duty to live for the edification and sujiport of the faithful people ; nor 
are we reduced to risk our safety on the event of a combat. In- 
capable as you are of defending your Homan subj(*cts, the maritime 
situation of the city may pci haps expose it to your depredation ; but 
“ we can remove to the distance of four-aiid-twenty sta<lia(l) to the 

“ first fortress of the Lombards, and then >ou may puisne 

“ tlie winds. Are you ignorant tluit the popes are the bond of u’lion, 
“ the mediators of peace between the east .ind we-.t d’lie eyes »■' the 
“nations arc fixed on our humility ; and tbeyreveje, as a god upon 
“ earth, the apostle St. Peter,' whose image you tlirt.it<»n to clestnn .(‘i) 
“ The remote and interior kingdoms of tlie west present t' cir lioiii.ige 
“to Chiist and his \Icegerent : and we now prepare tiiv.-^it one of 
“ their most powerful monarchs, who desires to retei’.t fnmi our bands 
“ the sacrament of baptisin.(3) 'i'Jie Harbarians ha\c submitted to the 
- 1 

{I) Et/eotn'TCertrafia (TTqJia ihroxfrffff/irei o A/.>x(rpevf nr, tijv 'rt/r Ka/t'irai/iur /ecu 

t/Traye dtw^otf rovi ainfwv\ I p. I’tis proximity ot ihi* lombards is hard of 

dis^fstiop. CfUiiiJlo IVIIe^iini (Oim'rt iv. d<> DiicalO Beiieventi, iii the script Hal. loin v 
p. n^, 175.) forcibly reckons the tweiit>.f«>uuii sudia, not fiom Rome, biu tiom the bunts of 
the Roman diitliy, to the first fortiess, peihaps stira, of the lombaids I rather believe that 
Gregory, with the iR'dautry of the aie, employs staiUa for milet>, without iiiiich inquiry into 
the geiiiiitie measiiie. 1 

(2) *Ov at TTuiTtci /lutrfAcmt 'Ttp u>i Ocov cptynoir exovet, 

(.’’5) Arrn rt/r artrcfuji/ At«<r(.{oi t<»w IttriCToo (p. <»fc5 ) I he pope appears to have 

imposed on the ipioiatne of the Orccks ; he lived niid died in the Lateuiii, and in his time 
all the kiniidoms of tin* west had embraced Cbristiaiutv May not Mils iiiikiiown Sep/etus 
have some reference to the cbiet of the hsxon Afjfun/y, to Inn, kiiifg of W'essev, who. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. S6l 

*’ yoke of tlio t^nspel, uhile you alone are deaf to the v<dro of the shep- 
“ herd. These pious IJarbarians arc kindled into ra^ie; they thii’st to 
a\enjre tJie persecution of the east. Abandon your rash and fatal en- 
terpnse ; rellect, tremble, and repent. If you persist, we are inno- 
‘ ci*nt oi t))e blood that will be spilt in the contest ; may it fall on your 
*' o\' 11 head.*' 

*r]ie first assault of Leo again.st the images of Constantinople had 
heeii u itnessed hy a erowil of strangers from Italy and the west, who 
relcited with grief and indignation the sacrilege of the emperor 
Hut on the leception of his proscriptive edict, they trembled for 
their domestic deities ; the images of Christ ami the Virgin, of 
the angels, martyr*?, and saints, were abolished in all the churches of 
Italy ; ,ind a strong alternative was projiosed to the Homan the 

royal favour as the price of his compliance, degradation and exile as the 
penalty of liis disobedience. Neither zeal nor policy allowed him to 
iiesitate ; and tlie Inughty strain in which Gregory addressed the em- 
peror displays his confidence m the truth of his doctrine or the power-, 
of resistance. Without depending on jirayers or miracles, he boldly 
•naied ag.iin*'t the public enemy, and his pastoral letters adniomshcd 
the Italian^ of their danger and of their duty.(l) At this signal, Ha- 
veiiiM, Venire, and the cities of the exarchate and Pentapolis, adhered 
to the <‘,iii**.e of religion ; tJieir military force hy sea and land con- 
sisted, foi the most jiait, of the natives ; and the spirit of patriotism 
and /(‘al wa*^ transfused into the mercenary strangers. The ItalianH 
swore t<i hv'i* and die in the defence of the pope and the holy images : 
the Houiaii people was devoted to their father, and even the Jaimhards 
u ere ambitious to sliare the merit and adv'antage of this holy war. I’he 
nuKt trv*T-onaldo ai't, hut the most obvious revenge, was tlie destrui’- 
turn ot tin* st.itiu's ol C.t‘o himself : the most effectual and pleasing 
inea-nre ol reheihon, vas the withliolding the tribute of Italy, and de- 
piJMii'^ him ol .1 ]M)v\ei* which he liaJ recently abused by the nnjueition 
ol a ju'w capitcition.(y) A form of administration was jire'-erved by tin* 
idection oj m.i^i'-liati's ami governors ; and so high was tlie jiuhlic indig- 
nation, that tin* Italians were preiiarod to create an orthodox eriip‘*ror, 
and to conduct him with a fleet and army to the palace ol (’oiist.mti- 
no]di‘ In that ])ahu‘e, the Homan bishops, the second and third (ire- 
goiV, wt‘ie (ondeTuned as the authors of tlie re\olt, and every attempt 
vwis madj, eitfiei hy fraud or force, to sei/e their persons, and to stiiKe 
al tl oil li\e . The city was repeatedly visited or assaulted hy captains 
ol the guaids, and dukes and e\arc)ia of high dignity or secret trust; 
they landed with foreign tioojis, they obtiiincd some domestic aid, ainl 
the ^.nperslition ol N iples may hliidi that her fathers were attai-hed to 
the c.iusc of heie-v. Hut these < kindest ine or open attacks weie re- 
pelh d hythecouiag* and \:gik‘nccof the Homans; the Greeks wH'ie 
overt lirown and ina-'-.tciod, then leaders suffeied an ignominious death, 
and the jaipes, liowev ei iii' loied to meny, r* fused to intercede for these 
guilty \ntmis At H,j\<‘nna,(:t) the -scveial quarters of the city had 
long exert iserl a bloody and Iiei editary feud ; in religious controversy 

ill (lie txaitillc of II Koair for t in' purpose, not of baptiuii, bul ol pil- 

(raj;i, a. H 1)S‘) "no y A I) 7-0. no 15 ) 

(I) 1 bliall iiniiMitlu* the impoiunt tiiid dec iso e passage of the IJhcr rontillcalis. He- 
spifU'iis emo pui'i VII prolaiiani piim ipis jn&sionnn, juiii contra Impciatoiem quasi contra 
fiosU’m te anii-iMt, icuumi-. InieMui I'liis, >■( iiluus iil'iqm* so (*,veic t hrisluuos, et> quodurta 
luissot, impu’liis iHii*- /ii/fio pciinou uiiiues ('ontiiputenscs, alquc \eneliaruni cxerciliii 
(oiiiia itnpeii tons j jssiinioin iO'<iileiiutt , dKcuites so Muiiquaiii in ejiisdtMi poutUlris ton 
dcsifialcie lecrtn, id pro iiirigfs dcU'ir>ioiie vinliter detciUre (p ) 

(2i A OJ L.ijMw.tiou, s«it) \iias|,|stiH (p l)fi).Mi.o-t iiii.'l H*, uiikiion 11 to the 

Sdratt 119 tlit‘iiiai.1 v-, cvt’* 'in'* ilu* /ealoiis M;iiuilMniig, (Hist, drs* ironoclnsies, lib. i) and 
’lliio|ili.iiu>s, (p .71* ) nbo laths ot Ptiaraoii’s luiinlaiiiiq i lie mate rliHcln n id isiaci riiiR 
inode id laxalioii n faiinlnn In Mie Sarji.-'ens , iml, most in)luckd> (ui Ihe histonaii, it was 
iinpo<<rd a vcais afterward in louice by Ins patron Toms XIV 
(.3) See the laiier poitUlialis of Agiielliis, (in the SciipCorcs Ueiniii Itahiarnm ut Mninton 
torn. II. pai6 1 ) nliuse dicpcr bh.ide y| l*arbarlsin iiHiks Um dlffeteiue between Home nin' 
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they found a ne\r aliment of faction : but the votaries of imaf^eb were 
suj»en(»r in numbers or spiiit, and the exarch, who attempted to stem 
the torrent, lost his life in a popular sedition. To punish this dag-itious* 
deed, and restore his dominion in Italy, the emperor sent a fleet and 
-rmy into the Adriatic gulf. Alter sud'eriiig fioni tlu viinds and uavxN 
niui'li loss and delay, the Creeks made their descent in the neighbour- 
liood of Ravenna : "they threatened to depopulate the guilty eapital, and 
to imitate, perhaps to surpass, the example <>f Ju stiiiain IL who had 
cJiastised a former rebellion by tlie choice and execution of fifty of the 
jirincipal inliabitiiiits. I'he women ami eleiyy, in saekcloth and ashes, 
I'ly jirostrate in jira)!'!*; the men were in arms fir the defence of tlieir 
country ; the eornmon danger hadumtod the factions, and the event of a 
battle was preferred to the slow miseile-.of a siege. In a hard-fought day, 
(I'j the two armies alternately yielded and ad\ancod, a phantom was seen, 
cl >oice was heard, and Ravenna was Metonous by the assurance of vic- 
tory. riio strangers letreated to their ships, but the populous sea- 
coast poured forth a multitude of boats ; the winters of the Po were so 
deeply infected with blood, that during six years, the public prejudice 
,»bstained from Jie fish of the river : and the institution of an annual 
feast perpetuated the wor-lii]) of images, and the abhorrence of the 
(ireek tyrant. Amidst the triumjdi of the C’atholic arms, the Roman 
[miitilF convened a synod of ninety-three bishops against the heresy of 
the Iconoclasts. With iheir coiiMmt he pronounced *i geneial excom- 
inunicHtion against all who h} wOi<' or deed should attack the trailitioii 
of the fathers and the image - of t < saints ; in Ihi.-* sentence the em- 
peror was tacitly in v')lved,(l) Imt tiie vote of a last and hojieless re- 
monstrance may seem to imply thiit the anathema was \et siiS])Ciided over 
his guilty head. No sooner had tlie^y eonfn mod their own safety, the 
\voihhi]» of iniage^^, and the lieedoin of Rome and Itcil)., than the jiopcs 
ajipear to have relaxed of their seierity, and to liave sjnired the relics 
of the Ry /antilie dominion. Their moderate counsels delayed and pre- 
vented the election of a new ein]»eror, and the exoitcd the Italians not 
to sejiarate from the body of the Roman monarchy. I'he exaniiw'as 
peiinitted to reside within the wall-, of Uaienua, a c.‘pti\e rather tliaii 
a master ; ami till the iinpenal curonatiu.-i of t’}i,»rleniagne, tlie govern- 
ment of Rome and Italy was exciciscd in the lumie ol the successors of 
Coiistantme.(2) 

The liberty of Rome, winch had been opjiressed by the arms and aits 
of Augustus, was rescued, after ‘-men hundred and fifty years of servi- 
tude, from the persecution of Leo the Jsaurian. Ry the Ciesars, the 
triumphs, of the consuls had bi’cn aiinibilated : in tbe decline and fall 
of the empire, the god Teiniinu-?, the sacred boundary, had in-ensildy 
receded from the ocean, the llbiiie, the Danube, and tlie Euphrates ; 
and Rome was reduced to her ancient territory from Viterb* to IVr- 
raciria, and from Narin to the meutJi of the Tibei (3) M hen ine kings 
were banished, the republic reposed on the firm ba'Nis wJncii h. d been 

Kaveiitia. Yet v^c me M.d<»hli'd to h:iu f“! i’ curious and dome^tu f,u Is the qtianels .itid 
fiicutiiia of Kaveiiii.i, (p, lol ) ihr icseiige of Jubliinan 11 (p- is l) the delt.*! of liic 
Greeks, (p. 170, 171 ) 

(1) Yei Leo was iiiidHiihUMlIy c(>iii|in«'f’d in tie 8H|niA . . . iiiMgiiiuin ‘-anartitii . . . de- 

Ktnictui .... cxtileiit sit cMoiribit coipore I) N Je:>u Chri&u \c‘l toliuii ociW'hOe iiiiii<iite. 
Thf r 4 iiont<ats may decide uLether ihe {'miU or tlie ndUie coti‘>iautcs the excoiiimumcaimo , 
and l! e dtiihnm is of tl-e l.ist imiMiruiue u» tlicir A.ileiy, mik , ..ccotiling to the oraic, (Urd- 
tidii tails. 23. p 3 c' 17 apiid Spanlieiui, Hist Irnag p. 11^.) liomtcuUs nun esse ipii exc<»m. 
mniitcdtos trucidant. 

(2) toiiipeacuit Ule consilium Pontitex, spoians convcrsioncm pniiMpis (Vnastas p. 15G ) 

Sed lie destsierenl ab aiiioreet tide K J adinoiieb.>i (p 167 ) 1 be popes and toiibtan. 

tiiie Corpronymiis. impemtores tt fioinini, vvith tbo strange epithet ol i*itssinn A fanmii'4 
mosaic of the iateian (A. 1) 70S ; letntseiiis iiirlst. who deliveis the Kc'ys to .‘-i. Pctei and 
tbe banner to runsUntine V (MnriU^n, 'liiiiali dMUlu, tom. vl. p. 337 ) 

(5} I have traced the Uoinmi dtitiiv according to the maps, and the maps HCLoidlng to the 
excellent dissei tat ion of father Pa letti fdi* CboiogjuphU lihtise Mcdii i^bvj, sret 20 p 
-232.) Yet 1 imist nicely observe, th ii \ iieibo is of Lombard toiindatinn, (p 211 ) and that 
leiracina vasnsuiped l» thf Gieiks 
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founded by Iheu* wisdom and virtue. Their perpetual juri'sdiction 
<hvidod between two annual mcigistrates ; the senate continued to exer- 
the powers of administration and couiibel ; and the legislative 
authority w as distributed in the assemblies of the people, by a well-pro- 
portioned scale of property and service. Ignorant of tlie arts of luxury, 
the primitive Romans had improved the science of government and 
war : the will of the community was absolute ; the rights of individuals 
were sacred ; one hundred and thirty thousand citizens were armed for 
defence or conquest ; and a band of robbers and outlaws was moulded 
into a nation, deserving of freedom, and ambitions of glory.(l) When 
the sovereignty of the Greek emperors w'as cxtingui-xhed, the ruins of 
Rome pre«*onted the sad image of depopulation and decay ; her slavery 
was a habit, hei liberty an accident ; the effect of superstition, and the 
object of her own ama/ement and terror. The last vestige of the sub- 
stance, or even the forms, of the constitution, w'as obliterated from the 
practice and memory of the Romans ; and they were devoid of knowledge, 
or virtue, again to build the fabric of a commonwealth. Their scanty rem- 
nant, the offspring of sLiv cs and strangers, was despicable in the eyes of 
the victorious Raibarians. As often as the Franks or Lombards ex- 
pressed their most bitter contempt of a foe, they called him a Roman , 
and in this name,'’ says the bishop Liutprand, “ we include whatever 
is base, wliatever is cowardly, whatever is perfidious, the extremes of 
‘‘ avarice and luxuiy, and every vice that can prostitute the dignity of 
human natiire.’'(‘2) By the necessity of their situation, the inhabitants 
of Rome wcie cast into the rough model of a republican government : 
they vrerc comiielled to elect some judges in jieace, and some leaders in 
war; the nobles assembled to deliberate, and their resolves could not 
he executed witlmut the union and consent of the multitude. The 
style of tiji* Rmnan senate and pef)j»le was revived, (3) but the spirit was 
fle<l • a/i<l their new independence was disgraced by the tumultuous con- 
flict ol hcentiousiicss I'lnd oppression. The want of laws could only be 
supjdn'd by the inlluence of religion, and their foreign and domestic 
eouiifeels were moderated by tlie authority of the bishop. His alms, 
liis sermons, his correspondence with the kings and ]>relates of the west, 
his rei*ent services, their gratitude, an oath, accustomed the Romans to 
consider him as the fir.^t magistrate or prince of the city. The Christian 
humility of the popes was not offended by the name of Dominus, or 
Lord ; and their face and inscription are still apparent on the most 
ancient coins.( 4-) Their temporal dominion is now confirmed by the re- 
verence of a tnousaiul years; and their noblest title is the free choice 
of a people, whom they had redeemed from slavery. 

In the quairels of ancient Greece, the holy people of Elis enjoyed a 
perpetual peace, under the protection of Jupiter, and in the exercise of 
the Olympic gaines.(5) Ilajipy would it have been for the Romans if a 

(1) (ui the extent, popnlnUon, A.( of (he Komnii kliijirilom, the leader ina\ pei.isc, wiili 
pleasure, tlie 1h>cottts Ptelimiiitutc lo ihe Rcpuhliqiie Pomaitieof M de Beaufort (tom i ), 
\sho Witt not be actiiaed of loo niiw h cipduliiy lor the larly ages ol Koine. 

(2J ( lioniujfo^) I'os, I angobardi scihcei, Saitoiies, Fraud, Lolharin,;i, Bajoari, Suevi, 

Burgiindioiics, UtiUo dedigiianiiir ul inmiicos iiostios touiniotii, ml nliiid, confiimeliarum nisi 
Roinane, ui'amus hoc boiu, ni est Koiiinnoruiii nomine, qmcqiud igiiobilitalia, qiiicqiud n- 
niiditalis, qua quid Hvaima;, rpiKqiiMl inxuria?, qiiicquid iiieiidacti, iiiimo qnicquid Tiiiornm 
eat comprehendeiiiei (i iiilprand m I egat Script Ital. toni. ii. pars 1. p 4Sl ). For the siii< 
ot Cato or Tiilly, Minos niifcht Ji.i\e imposed, as a lit penance, the daily perusal of tins bar* 
barons passaqr. 

(o) Cipino nqi ii iiicniMin, niiinis scnaiiis .itqite loiiveisa populi geiiriaiitiis a Deo servatae 
Uomniiaj urhis (< od, \ ( arolln tpist x\xvi ni .Suii>t. Ital, umi. Ii1 pars ^ p. 160 ). Hie 
names o! SCI .It .s ami »e’Ht«»r were never bii.iliv e\luia (Disaeit Choiogmiih p. 216,217.) 
blit in the middle ti,;e I'ici sij/ui led little iiuire Umii nobiles optimates, &c ( Diiiauge. dost. 

(4) .See Mnniloi I 4i Italic Medii 'F\i, tom ii riissertat 27 p 'jfS On one of these 

coins we r<ad lladiiaiiu Capa (A l> 77-^), cn the levcrsc, Vict DDNV, with the word 
i'OJKOlit wliicli the perc Jonbirt (Science dts Mcilailles, tutu. Ii p 42 ) esplauis by ( 
siaiitmopoll Olfliiiia/^', ) 

(5) See West’s Disseit.iooii on ilic Ohmpir Oanies (Pindar, xol it p .‘52-.'V6 edilioii i.n 
diiodccinio), and the jndKious ictlcitions ot I’oUblns (lom. i. lib. iv, p. 16t) edit, Oroiiov.). 
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similar privile^p hail giianletl the patrimony of St. Peter from the cala- 
mitien of war; if llie (’hnstiarn, who visited the holy threshold, would 
have slieathed their swords in tlie j)resenee of the ajiostle and hissue- 
e<*ssor. But this mystic circle could have been traced only by the wand 
of a legislator and a sji;re; tJiis pacific system was incompatible with 
the zeal and ambition ot the poj>os ; the Romans were not addicted, like 
the inhabitants of Elis» to the innocent and placid labours of agricul- 
ture ; and the Ihirbariaiis of Italy, thoui^h softened by the climate, 
were far below the (irecian states in the institutions of public and pri- 
V4ite life. A monmrablo evamjilo of repentance and piety was exhibited 
by Liutprand, kinp^ of the Lombards. In arms, at the ^i^ate of the Va- 
tican, the conqueror listened to the \oice of Gregory 11.(1) withdrew 
his troops, resigned his conquests respectfully visited the church of St, 
Peter, and after performing Ins devotions, olferedhis sword and dagger, 
his cuirass and mantle, his silver cross and his crown of gold, on the 
tomI» of the apostle. But this religious fervour was the illusion, [»er- 
haps the artifice of the moment ; the sense of interest is strong and 
lasting; the love of arms and rapine was congenial to the Lombards; 
and ])oth the prince find people were irresistilily tempted by the dis- 
orders of Italy, the nakedness of Rome, and the unwarlike jirofession 
of lier new chief. On the first edicts of the emperor, they declared 
themselves the champions of the holy images : Liutprand invuled the 
province of Romagna, vbich had dready assumed that dihtinctivo ap- 
pellation ; the Catholics of the exu chate yielded without reluctance to 
his civil and military power ; and a oreigii enemy was introduced for 
the first time into the impregnable fortress of Ravmina. That city and 
fortress were speedily recoveied by tlie active diligence find maritime 
forces of the Venetians ; and those faithful subjects obeyed the exhor- 
tations of Gregory liiniself, in separating the personal guilt ot Leo from 
the general cause of the Roiniin empire.(y) TJie Greeks wore loss 
mindful of the service, than the Lombards of the injury: tlie two na- 
tions, hostile in their faith, were reconciled in a dangerous and unna- 
tural alliance ; the king and the e\ai cli mfirchcd to the conquest of 
Spoleto and Rome : the storm evaporated without effect, hut the policy 
ol liiutprand alarmed Italy witli a vexatious alternative of hovtiiity and 
truce. His succc'^sor Astolphus dtchired himself the eqn il enemy ot 
the emperor and the pope; Ravenna w.i'. subdued by force oi trea- 
«hery,(3) and this final conquest extinguished the series of the exarchs, 
u ho had reigned w ith the subordinate power since the time of ,fusti- 
niaij and the ruin of the GotJiic kingdom. Rome was suininoned to ac- 
knowledge the victorious Lombard as her lawful sovereign : the arinnal 
tribute of a piece of gold W'as fixcil as the ransom of each citi/en, and 
the svwird of destru<;lion was iiudieathed to exact the p,.naltv of her 
disobedience, Tlie Romans hesitated; they tntrealod; th y com- 
plained ; and the threatening Jharharians were t necked by ai ms and 
negotiations, till tlie pope.% had engaged the friendship of an ally and 
avenger beyond the Alps. (t) 

In his distress, the first Gregory had implored the aid of the hero of 
the age, of Charles Martel, who governed the French monarchy with 

(1) 'lliv epeecb of Gregory to tbr Lombard is Hiirly composed by St^otiiiis Cde Uegno Halid; 
lib. 111 . OpeiH, tom n p. 173 ), who imitates tiic licence and the spirit ot Sallust or Livy. 

(2) rijc Venetian bistoiians, John sa^iiunns (Clirun Venn p IS and ibe done Andrew 
Pandnio (Sen ptoies tier, lial tom \ii p l.V>,), have pi cbcrvcd this epistle of Gen;(»ry. 'Ibe 
loss and recovery of Uavenii.i die inentioiicd by Paulas Piacoiius (de tjeat. l.diiltobaid iib vi» 
c. 49 InSniji li.tl tmii i pus 1 p. SOU), but oar clironologists, Pdgi, Muratori, 
&.C. cannot itsrcn.iiii the date oi tiri oinsl.uiLes 

(.■?) The option will depend on the v.dKiUs readings of the MS'% of A«asUsiiis--rffrc/>m/f, 
deceipvnat (script l:al unii ill p.irs 1 p 167-) 

(4) I lie ( odi \ C.uolu.nx m a < olU ( ion ot (lie epistles of tlie popes to CharieK Martel (\v boni 
Ujcv s>t)le r« pm, and Cliailem.i'iiie, as far abtbe year 791, vvIhii it was formed 

by (he last ot tin ^e pi him s Ills oiiist-ial and authentic MS (lilbliothec,e Ciibicularis) is now 
ill the impel i.d library of \ leina. ai.d has been published by Lnmbccius and Miiratorl. (Script 
Ktiuin Ital tom Im imis 2 p 7', Xt ) 
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the Inmiblo title of mayor or duke ; aiul who, by hiss signal victory over 
the Saracens, had saved liis <*oimtry, and perliaps Europe, from the 
Mahometan yoke. Tlio aniba‘^Wid(»rs of the pope i^ere received by 
diaries witli decent reverence ; but tlie ^i^reatne'^s of his occupations, 
and the shortness of his life, prevented his interference in the aifairs of 
Italy, except by a friendly and ineffectual mediation. His son Pepin, 
the lieir of liis power and virtues, assumed the offline of champion of the 
Roman church ; and the zeal of the French prince ajipcars to have been 
prompted by tlie love of ^lory and religion. But the danger was on the 
hanks ol the Tiber, the succour on those of the Seine ; and our sym- 
pathy is cohl to the relation of distant misery. Amidst the tears the 
city, Stojdion III. embraced the generous resolution of visiting in ]»er- 
son the courts of Lombardy and France, to deprecate the injustice of 
Ins enemy, or to excite the pity and indignation of his friend. After 
sootliiiig tlie public despair by litanies and orations, he undertook thi^ 
liihorious journey lutli the ambassadors of the French monapch and 
the (Ireek emperor. The king of the Lombards was inexorable ; hut 
Ins threats eould not silence the complaints, nor retard the speed, of 
the Roman pontiff, who traversed the Pennine Alps, reposed in the 
abbey of St. Mauric.i*, and hastened to grasp the right hand of his pro- 
tector, a hand winch was never lifted in vain, either in war or fiiend- 
sliip Stephen was entertained as the visible successor of the apostle; 
at the next assembly, the field of March or of May, his injuries were^ex- 
posed to a devout and warlike nation, and he repassed the Alps, not as 
.1 s(i])pliant, hut ris a coiupieror, at the head of a French army, which 
was led by the kiriir m person. TJie Lombaids, alter a weak resistance, 
ohtjniod an ignominious pe.ice, and swore to restore the possessions, and 
to resjiect the sanctity, ot tlie lionian chnnh. Hut no sooner was As- 
toJphns deliiered ln»m the presem’i* ot tin* French arms, than he lorgot 
Jii'^ promise and resented his disgrace. Rome was again encomiiaswecl 
by his arms , and Stephen, apprehensive of fatiguing the zeal of liis 
'rraiisalpine allies, enforced his complaint and request by an eloipient 
letter in the name, and person of 5St. Peter hiniself.(l) The apostle 
as-sures his adoptive sou'^, tlu* king, the idergy, and the nobles, of 
i'rance, tliat dead in the Jlesh, he is still alive in the spirit ; that they 
now he.ir, and must obey, the voice of the founder and guardian of tho 
Roman chnnh ; that the virgin, the angel‘«, the saints, and the martyr‘d, 
.uid all the ho^t of heaven, iirmiiiiuously urge the request, and will con- 
fess the ohligaluui ; tliat riches, victory, and paradise, will crown their 
pious enterprise, and that eternal damnation will he the penalty of their 
neglect, if they suffer his tomb, his temple, ami his people to fall into 
the haiif'S of the perfidious Lombards. The second expedition of Pepm 
was not Jess rapid and fortunate tJian the first: St. Peter was satisfied, 
Rome V as again saved, anil Astolphus was taught the lessons of justii'C 
and sincerity by the scourge of a foreign master. After this double 
chastisement, the Lombards languished about twenty years in a state 
of languor and decay. But their minds were not yet humbled to their 
condition ; and iii'^tead of affecting the pa<ufic virtues of the feeble, 
th(‘y peevi-ihly harassed the Romans with a repetition of claims, evasi- 
on,, and inioads, which they undertook without reflection, and termi- 
nated without glory. On cither side their expiring monarchy pre^'S- 
ed by the ze<d and jirudence of Pope Adrian 1. the genius, the fortune, 
and greatness of Chailemagno the son of Pejun ; these heroes of the 
churih and state vv ei e united in public and domestic fri. mKhip, and 
while they trampled on the prostrate, they varni'-lied the.i pro* cediugs 

(1 ) Set* this most ♦'M 1 . 10 . (liiicuy III llie todev taroliiius, c*pi>t iii |) 92 The ciipjnles 

o! the jiopos have chauiul them with tiaiuk and h'aspnemv , yil they surely meant to pei- 
Muaile nihei lliaii diteivc lh<a iniiotUiruoa uitlie dead, or ot iminoiaih, was tHiiiiliii to 
the HiKivut oiators, llio tgli il iseseculed on tliij occasion la the iiide tashiou ot llie aije. 
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with the fairest colours of equity and moderation.(l) The passes of 
the Alps, and the walls of Pavia, were the only defence of the Lom^ 
bards ; the former were surprissed, tlie latter were invested, by the 
son of Pepin ; and after a blockade of two years, Desiderius, the last of 
their native princes, surrendered Iji*) sceptre and his capital. U/ider the 
dominion of a foreij<‘n king, but in the possession of their national la^s, 
the Lombards becanie the bretliren rather thjin the subjects of the 
Franks ; who deiived their blood, and manners, and language, from the 
same Germanic origin. ^2) 

The mutual oblipitions of tlie popes and the Carlovingian family, 
form the important link of ancient and modern, of civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal, history. In the conquest of Italy, the champions of the Roman 
church obtained a favour^ablc occ:ision, a specious title, the wishes of the 
people, the prayers and intrigues of tlje clergy. But the most essen- 
tial gifts of the popes to the Carlovinjirian race were the dignities of 
king of France,(32 and <»f patrician of Home. I. Under the sacerdotal 
monarchy of St. Peter, the nations began to resume the practice of 
seeking, on tlie hanks of the Tiber, their kingvS, their laws, and the 
oracles of their fate. The Franks were perplexed between the name 
and substance of their government. All the powers of royalty were ex- 
ercised by Pepin, mayor oi the palace ; and nothing, except the regal 
title, was wanting to his ambition. Ilis enemies were cruslied by bis 
valour; his friends were multiplied by bis liberality; bis Father had 
been the saviour of Christendom ; an 1 the claims of personal merit were 
repeated and ennobled in a descent oi four generations. The name and 
image of royalty were still preserved in the last descendant of Clovis, 
the feeble Ohilderic ; but his obsolete right could only be used as an 
instrument of sedition : the nation was desirous of restoring the sim- 
plicity of the constitution ; and Pepin, a .subject and a prince, was 
ambitious to ascertain hi.s own rank and the fortune of his family. 
The mayor and the nobles were bound, b}^ an oath of fidelity to the 
royal phantom : the blood of Clovis was ]»ire and sacred in their eyes ; 
and their common ambassadors addre'ssed the Roman pontiff, to dispel 
their 6criij)les, or to absolve their promise. The interest of pope Zachaiy, 
the successor of the two Gregories, prompted him to deciile, and to de- 
cide in tlieir favour: he pronounced that the nation might l.iwfully 
unite, in the same person, the title and authority of king; and that the 
unfortunate Childerio, a victim of the public safety, should be degraded, 
shaved, and (;onfiiied in a monastery for the remainder of his days. An 
answer so agreeable to their wishes was accepted by the Franks, as the 
opinion of a casuist, the sentence of a judge, or the oracle of a pnqihet: 
the Merovimrian race disappeared from the earth ; and Pepin ^las ex- 
alted on a buckler by the suffrage of a free peojdc. accustomed to obey 
his laws and to march under his i-taiidard. llis ' jronation w^ twice 
performed, vvith the sanction of the popes, by the r most faithful ser- 
vant St. Boniface, the apostle of Germany, and by the giateful hanf.s of 
Stephen 1 1 1., who. in the monastery of St. Den}'.s, placed ihe diadem on 
the head of his benefaettu*. The royal unction of the kings of l.srael 


(1) Except in the divorce of the daagliter of Pesideiius, whom Charletna^ne repudiated 

sine aliqiio criniiiie. Pope Stephen IV, h.id moiit fitiioiisly opp^i>ed the alliance of a noble 
Frank— cum perlida, boirid.l, ucc UwentU loein.UbSima iiativi c l..iiigiitMrdoiuni— to whom 
lie impntes the tim stain ot leprosy. (Cod Carolm epist i5 p ITS, ITii.; Aiiotlur reason 
against the marriage was the cxeteiice of u tlrsl wile. (Mnratorl, Aiitiali d’luli >, mni vi. 
p. 25i/, S3>J, 236, 237.) But Charieniagne indulged bitnself in the freedom of polygamy or 
concubinage. „ 

(2) See the Aiiiiah d'ltalia of Muratorl, tom vi. and the three flist dissertation* of his Am 
tiqnitates li.dise Medii £vi, tom i 

(3) Besides the common historians, three French critics, Launoy, (Opera tom. v. pars ii. 

lib. vll epist. ix. p. 477-487.) Fagi, (Crltica A 0 7 jI no. ^ A* no I-IO) and 

Natalis Alexander, (Hist Novi Te'iUmenti, dissertat. ti. p ; have treated this sub- 

ject of the deposition of Childerlt with ieaiiiiug and alteniion, but with a Mroiig bias to save 
the independence of the crown. Yet they are htrd picssrd by tin* text which they produce 
of Eginhard, Thcophancs, and tlie old annals, Lauresliameubis ruldensis, Loiaielani 
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was dexterously applied(l) the successor of St Peter assumed the 
character of a aivine ambassador : a German chieftain was transfoi-med 
into the Lord*s anointed ; and this Jewish rite has been diffused and 
maintained by the superstition and vanity of modern Europe, The 
Franks were absolved from their ancient oath ; but a dire anathema 
was thundered against them and their posterity, if they should dare to 
renew the same freedom of choice, or to elect a king, except in the holy 
and meritorious race of the Carlovingian princes. Without apprehend- 
ing the future danger, these princes gloried in their present security : 
the secretary of Charlemagne affirms, that the French sceptre was 
transferred by the authority of the popes ;(2) and in their boldest en- 
terprises, they insist, with confidence, on tnis signal and successful act 
ot temporal jurisdiction. 

II. In the change of maimers and language, the patricians of Rome(3) 
were far removed from the senate of Romulus, or the palace of Con- 
stantine, from the free nobles of the republic, or the fictitious parents 
of the emperor. After the recovery of Italy and Africa by the arms of 
Justinian, the importance and danger of those remote provinces required 
the ijresence of a supreme magistrate ,* he was indifferently styled the 
exarch or tlie patrician ; and these governors of Ravenna, who £111 their 

i ilaces in the chronology of princes, extended their jurisdiction over the 
loman city. Since the revolt of Italy and the loss of the exarchate, 
the distress of the Romans had exacted some sacrifice of their indepen- 
dence. Yet, e\cn in lliis act, tlicy exercised the right of disposiiig of 
theni'-elves ; and the decrees of the senate and people successively in- 
vi*sted Charles Martel and liis posterity with the honours of jutncian 
of Rome, 'fhe leaders of a jiow erful nation would have disdained a 
ser\ile title and subordinate office ; but the reign of the Greek-ein- 
perors was suspended ; and, in the a acancy of the empire, they derived 
a nioie glorious cominissioii from the p(»pe and the republic. The Ro- 
man ambassadors pieseiited these ])atricians with the keys of the shrine 
of St. Peter, as a pledge and symbid of sovereignty ; witn a holy banner, 
whicli it M^as their right and duty to unfurl iii the defence of the church 
and ciiy.( i) In the time of Charles Martel and of Pepin, the interpo- 
sition of tlie Lombard kingdom covered the freedom, while it threatened 
the safety, of Rome ; and the palruxate represented only the title, the 
service, tlie alliance, of the^^e distant protectors. The power and polic}* 
of Cliarloniagm; annihilated an enemy, and imposed a master. In Iih 
lirst Msit to the capital, he was received witli all tlie honours which had 
formerly been paid to tlie exaich, the Tcpresentative of the emperor: 
and these honours obtained some new decorations from the joy and 
r’ Po]>e Hadrian I.(A) No sooner was he informed of Ibe 


(1) N >i nb^nlnlely for llie first time Ou a loj,s cotiApiciious theatre it bad been iifed, iit 
tlie and seveiilli centimes, h> the piOMiiiial liibhops of liiitaiuaiui Spain. 'Ihc jov.il 
nnction ot < oiistaiitiiiople boriooed tioin the Latins lu the last age ot the cuipiie. coti- 
staiitii e M^iiasne iiioniions that of i h.irkitias;ite as a t ^reipi, Jewish, iiicoiiipK'ht'mubie 
certiiioiiy See SeldeiCs 'lilies of Honour, in Ins Works, vol. in. part i. p 2oi- "49. 

^ee Rginhard, in ViU Caroli M.igiii,c 1. p. 9, c 3. p m ClnlUuie was deposed— 
Jttss&f the cailovlngiaiis were established— I'oiiiifices Kouiaiii, Laniioy, &r. 
prrtt.nd that tliese stiong words aie susceptible ot a very sott iiilcrprelatloii. re it so, vit 
Lr'it‘haid unde. stood the world, the coutt, and the I atm laintiiace. 

'(.ii) I or the title and powers of patncian ofKome, see Dncange, (Gloss. 1 atm. tom v p. 
149 -151.) Paul. (( niica, A. I). 710. no n-11 ) Miiiatuii, (/Hiiirili d'ltHlia, tom vi p. .'508— 
.7J9 ) and St .Marc. (Abitgf« Cliroiiolottique d’ltalie, t< in I p. ‘ 570 -382 ) Ot these the I laii 
cistan I’aRi is the most disposed to make the patiician a lieutenant ot the cliiirtb, larher Unm 
of the empiic 

(4) I lie papal advof <>tes can soften tite t;ynibolir meaning of the banner ai .l ihe ke\s , but 

the ^tyle of an /r^i'nmdniiisimns, or diiexiiniis, (( odtx l aro'in. e|o>.r i (.mi iii j>^<sm p. 
7fJ ) seems to allow of no palliation nr escape In the US. ot tbt^ \unna lihtar), they lead, 
instead ot n'nnum, piayer or leqiiest (oee Dneangej , .nid ilie royally ot Cbailes 

M«trtel IS subverted by this important correciioii. (ralalini, 111 hij, tiitic.il L’letaces Aiiiiali 
d * Italia, tom. XV li p 95-99) 

(5) lu the Diithentic nanativc of this reception, the Liber PoiUificalts observes— obv in m 
111! ejus saiictitas dingeiis venerabiles ciuces, id est sigua , sicnt, nios est ad rxarchum, ant 
patncium snsclpienduiu, eiiin cum ingenti lionore susclpi lecit (torn it: pnis 1 p 185 ) 
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feudilpn approach of the monarch, than ho dispatched the magistrates 
and nobles of Rome to meet him, with the banner, about thirty miles 
from the cnty. At the distance of one mile, the Flaminian way was 
lined with the schools, or national communities, of Greeks, Lombards, 
Saxons, &c. : the Roman youth were under arms ; and the children of 
a more tender age, with palms and (.dive branches in their hands, cluuited 
the praises of their great deliverer. At the aspect of the holy crosses, 
and ensigns of the saints, he dismounted from his 1101*86, led the pro- 
cession of his nobles to the Vaticjin, and, as he ascended the stairs, 
devoutly kissed each step of the threshold of the apostles. In the por- 
tico, Hadrian expected him at the head of his clergy: they embraced, 
as friends and C(pials ; hut in their march to the altar, the king or jia- 
trician assumed the right hand of the i>ope. Nor was the Frank con- 
tent with these vain and em[>ty demonstrations of respect. In the 
twenty-six years that elmised, between the conquest of Lombardy and 
his imperial coronation, Ilome, winch had been delivered by the sw*ord, 
was subject, as his own, to the sceptre of Charlemagne. The people 
swore allegiance to his person and family : in his name money was 
coined, and justice w^as auministered ; and the election of the popes was 
examined and confirmed by his authority. Except an original and 
self-inherent claim of sovereignty, there was not any prerogative re- 
maining, which the title of emperor could add to the patrician of 
Romc.fl) 

The gratitude of Garlovingians was adequate to these obligations, 
and their names are consecrated as i he saviours and benefactors of the 
Roman church. Her ancient patrimony of farms and houses was trans- 
formed by their bounty into tfie temporal dominion of cities and pro- 
vinces ; and the donation of the exarchate was the first-fruits of tin? 
conquest of Pepin (2) Astolphus with a sigh relimniished his prey ; the 
keys and the hostiiges of the principal cities were delivered to the French 
ambassador ; and, in his master’s name, lie presented them before the 
tomb of St. Peter, The ample measure of the exarchate(3) might 
comprise all the provinces of Italy which had obeyed the emperor and 
his vicegerent ; but its strict and proper limits were included in tlie 
territories of Ravenna, Bologna, and Ferrara; its ins»<n>arahle depen- 
dency was the Pentapolis, whicli strettdu»d along tlie fladriatic from 
Rimini to Ancona, and advanced into the midland countiy as far as the 
ridges of the Apennine. In tliis transaction, the ambition and avarice 
of the popes had been severely condemned. Perhaps the humility of 
a Christian priest should have rejected an earthly kingdom, which it 
was not easy for him to govern without renouncing the virtues of his 
profession. Perhaps a faithful subject, or a generous enemy, would have 
been less impatient to divide the spoils of the Barbarian ; and if the 
emperor had intrusted Stephen to solicit in his name the restitution of 
the exarchate, I u ill not absolve the pope from the * eproach of treachery 
and falsehood. But in the' rigid interpretation of the laws, evc^ry one 
may accept, without injury, whatever his benefactor can bestow without 
injustice. The Greek emperor hiwi abdicated or forfeited his right to 


(1) Paiilim Oiaconus, ubo niou* before tbe empire ot Charlemagne, dc<)cnl>cs Rome ae bla 
aubject city— vcatoib civitutee (ad eomp<mir} fetsUnu'), addidiiaceptris (de Metciista he* 
clesiffi Fpiscopij}) boiae I'ai lovuigidii iiiedsila, dtrueJt at Ri>)rc. have engaged le Blanc to 
write an elaborate, tUougb pattiul, (Jiirst/ldiioii on ibeir antboiU> at home both m patrldant 
and emperuis. (Arnsierdani, in quarto ) 

(2) Moslieitn (Institntioii Hist. Ercles p. 2G5 ) weighs this donation wlib fair and deiu 
berate prudence. Ibc oriKiu.il act baa never treeu produced , but the Uber emititlcaUa re- 
presciitM, (p 171 .) and the Codex Caud.tius supposes, tins auipleglft. Roth are c~n)tenipoiaiy 
records, and the latter ts more authentic, since it lias been preserved, not in the Papal, but 
tbe Impel lal, library. 

(3) Retween the exorbitant claims, and narrow confessions, of interest and prejurtUe, from 
which even Muratori CAntiquitat torn. i. p. 65~C8.) is not exempt, i have been guided, In 
Uie liiiutM of the exarchate and rentapoiis, by the liissertatio Chorographica ICalias Medii 
^vi, totn X p 160 • 180 
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iSnst of the Chri^thui em^ron^ was heajba^ictf the ei^puiri* 

fie<l in the of baptiain;» jb/ Stf :^vestex'j Ao)^n ^4 

never woa physician more gloriously i;e^iimn^e4h. .Hie j^sely^ 
withdrew from hhi seat .aailj^trimony ^f ^ re- 

solution of founding je^jnew capiiHl in the.e%st ; and 709^1^ to the popeo 
the free and pc^tind sovereignty of .Romo* .Italy 4 ,andt»o provipcos ^ 
the dction was produotiMekqf the most benencja| ^ects^ 

The #reek prinoes.were copvicted of the i^iilt of usurp^tipt^oM tho 
reyoUof Oregory i»;as,the olaimof his lawnjl inheritance^ The popes 
were delivered from their debt of gratitude ; and ^ nominal giRs of 
the Carlovingians were no more than the jpst and irroyoc^ie restitution 
of a scanty {mrtion of the ecclesiastical state. The sovereignty of Rome 
no lou^r depended on the clmice of a i^ckle people ; and jme successors 
of, St. Peter and Constantine w'ere invested with, the purple and pre« 
rogatives of the Cmsars. So deep wjis the ignorance ^4 credulity of 
the times, tliat the most absurd of fables was rOQeiYea> with equal re- 
v^ence, in Greece «and in France,^ and is still enrolled among ,th^ decrees 
ei the canon law.( 2 ) The emperors^ and the Romans^ were iuoapable 
of discerning a ^org&ry, that suhveited their rights and freedom ; and 
the only opposition proceeded from a Sabine monast^, whiid^ in the 
begin^got the twelfth century, disputed t}re truth andyalidity of the 
donation of Constantine.^) In the revival of letters >nd liberty this 
isetittoiis deed was.trmispierced by tlie pen of Laurentiue Valla, the pen 
of an\ eloquent critic and a Roman patriot.(4>) His contemporaries, pf 
the hfteenth century were aatonisliea at his sacrilegious holdne^.; yet 
such is the silent and irresistible ) ’Togross of reason, that before the 
end of the next ago, the fable was rejected, by the ountempt of histo- 
rians (S) and poet£u( 6 } and the tacit or modest censure of the advocates 
of the l^nan churdi,( 7) 'fhe popes themselvqs. haye, ind,ulgyd a umiln 
at the credulity of the vulgar, (S) but a false and obsolete title still 

0) Fabrlcioi (Sibliot. Grace, tom. v\. p. 4-.-7.) liaBennSimted several edltimisoftftla 
Acc« in Greek »nd: I atm Tbe copy wbteh Uiurekitiut Valla icclket avO^reftaes, appears to 
be taken eaiier from tbe spuripos acU of St. Silvester, or Croin G|atUu*s Decree, to i^lucb, ac- 
coTdliin to bim and others, it has been snrreptitionsiy tacked. 

(2) in Uw year lOes; ir was belwved (tvas'it tClIeVed f) by po|>e Leo IX. cardinal Peter 

Iiamrainut, <ko* Muiatorl places (AnnaU dMiaiia. tom. H« p 2^ 24 ) t|ie petitions donations 
01 Leu is tbe i ions, tbe Oibcs, dcr. de Douatlone Constantini* SCe a DisseitAtton of Natalia 
Aleianrler, secblnm 1 diss SS p. 355~CIdO. '' 

(3) See a Iftnte acc»un«.of tbe controversy (A. D. 1105.) whicli arose from a private, law. 
suit, til the Oiiomcuu. Farsense, (Scrijit. Heruni UuUc.iniin, tom, 0. pars 2 p .037. ^c.) n 
copious extract from the archives of tUat SenedlcUne abbey, 'they a^ere formerly accessible 
to ctiriotts foreigners (ie blanc and Mbbliloli,) and would have enriched tbe dnt vottaKird of 
the HMtoria MonasUca Uaila of QnirinL but they are now iiaprisoueiV C^uratoriv Sgripioyes 
H* 1. tom. M pars 2. p 2S9.i by the titpid policy of the court uf Rome ; and the future car. 
diiml i^tded to the vo.ee ot authdrlty and the whispers of amnitluii'. '^Wuithit, Comraent pafs 

(41 I have rend In the eoiiettion of Hchardlns (do Potestato, Imperiaji Ncclesjaftick. p* 7 pI 
—780.) tills aiiiiiiiited discourse, wbicli w^s composed by tbe a^ithor. A, 1>. 1440, sfa >eAis 
after the f|is;ht of pope bugenlns iv. it is a most vehement paicy pafnphlet t V^ltn Jitktid' s 
and animates tbd revolt of the tlonians, and would Cvtp approve tbc’^r^'a doj^j^er a|;aiast 
their sacerdotal tyrant Such a cilUc miaht expect the perse tntion'df the clebjiy ; yet be 
made his peace, and w buried in the Latern. (Bsyle, Dittionpaiie CriUdue, r<rgav Voslids. 
de Hlsloricts tatlins, p. 580.) ' ' ‘ ' 

(5J bee GiiicclArdiul, a servant of the popes, In that long and valuable digression, which has 
resumed Its place m Die last edition ^correctly piibUshed from the anthof's IdS. and printed 
ill four volumes hi' quarto, under tbd name of Frtburgo, 1775. (IsrorlK d*ttktia, tom. I p 
385 ) 

(6) (he (^aladin Astotpbd foniidit ib the moon, atnougthe things that were h»ttn^ earth. 

(Orlando Fnrioso, 34. 80.) ' ' 

‘Of vari (lore ad iiti grand monte passa, 
t'h'ebbe gia hnono odore. or puna forte 
Questo era if dono (se 'perA dir face) 

Lhe Constantino al ftnoirhilvesfro free. 

Yet this inrompaiabte potm hH4 beert hiipybved by a hhll of Leo X 

(7) bcc Baronins, A. U. 3S4, uu 117 -123. A. I». 1191, no. 51, Arc The cardinal wlsbes to 

suppose (hat Rome wns offered by ('onstan tine, and rrfmetf by Silvester. ' The act of dotiathni 
he tousidm, s' nugely enough, ftS a tip gefy' of the Greeks. * ’ 

(8) Bardnius nVn dit guerres c 'lurc ; encore r« a t’ll tropdlt, et I on voiikilt sans rtiol f'f df** 
dh/rtf du V€risnJ<\iu Feibpechni, cenSnrer cette partie de son hiatofre J’eii devuai on 
j< ur avec lo Pape,et It ne m.) repondlt aufre chose" cbevoIcteT i Caiionict la lengoao/ i 
Ie desoit en r <^wf. (Prir<inl«M, p, 77 ) 
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fHinet]fH>j9 theSr rei^ ; an4 by the fiame fortutie wM^b bi^ atten^i^ tbe 
dedretald and ^ Bibyllftie ertUdesi ^ edifice has eubiBvsted nfter the 
fottndatione hare beett ehdeirhdiic^ ' 

While the jope* eeteMfehea la ltaJy their freedoid md edmihihh/the 
lnii|:es> the mt eetwe ef th^r revolt, were leetored in the eaeteni 
ei«Mre(l) ' Ui«iter^he rei(?tlof Ceftttatftind'V. the coiion of otyil eM 
ecciesia^ical power bad ovezthro^or'tbe’ tree,' without tl^e 

root^ of superMitioii: The idola^^^t: ^oh they weTe now beld; 
credhr eberiehed^ hy^ tlie orderaadi the 8$k ihost prOile to devotion V and 
the feiel alHande of the monks and^dhmaiet, obtained a finiil victory ov^ 
the reason and' authority of man. Leo IV, maintained wiUi less rigour 
the religion of his fether and gmndfAiher'i but^ his wife, the fair and 
ambitiotia Irene, had imbibed the seal of the Athenians, the heirs of the 
idfdatry, rather than the philbsophy, of their ancestors. Durii^^the 
life of her husband, these s^thnenl^ were inflamed by danger and dls^ 
simulation, and she could only labour to protect and promote some fa« 
vourite monks whom* she drew from their caverns, and seated on the 
metropolitan thronea of the east. But as sOOnasshe reignod in^hdr 
own name and that of her son; Irene more sOtioualy unddriook the ruin 
of the Iconoclasts; and the first step of her future pemecution^ was'a 
general edict' for liberty of conscience. In the restoration of the moUks; 
a tboummd images were exposed* to' the public veneration a thsueond 
legends were invented of their sufiOrings and miradem By the ^por- 
tunities of death or removal, the episco^l seats were ju<hd(ously ^ed^; 
the most eager competitors for earthly or celOstia} favour, antid^ted 
and flattered the Judgment of their sovereign ; and the promotion of her 
secretary Taradus, gave Irene the patiiarm of Constantim^leyand the 
command of the odental churdi. But the decrees of a general council 
could only be repealed by a similar assembly ;(9) the Iconodlacts, whom 
she convened, were bold in possession, and averse to debate ; and the 
fedde voice of the bisbona was ro^edtoed by the more formidable cla^ 
mour of the soldiers ana people of Constantinople. The delay and 
intrigues of a year, the s^aration of the disaffected troops, and the 
choice of Nice for a second orthodox synod, removed these obstaoleb ; 
andVhe episcopal conscience was agehi, after tlie Oreek fasKhm, in the 
hands of the prince. No more than eighteen days were allowed for the 
consummation of this important work : the Iconoclasts appeared, not as 
iudges, but as criminals or penitents; the scene was decorated by the 
legates of popeTladrian and the eastern patriarch,<3) the decrees weri) 
framed by the president Tarasius, and ratified by the acclamations and 
snbscriptions of three hundred and fifty bishop^ They unanimously 
pronounced, that the worship of images is ane^bleto Scripture and 
reason, to the fathers and councils of the tmurdi i but they hesitate 
whether tlu^ worship be relative oV direct ; whether the godhead, and 
thaiigureef^^Chrifit, he entitled to the same mode of adoratiom Of 
thid seeded N^ceno council, tho acts are still extant : a curious monu- 
ment of superstition and ignorance, of falsehood and folly. 1 shall only 

(1) Tbe refn^«il«f tiMory of from Irew to Tt^oni, \» cotteoteil, fortiw Cutiollof, 

by BviroiiHii and Va^i (a. i>. igo -fm.), NatatU Alexainler (Hiai. N. T. Mculiim vlii. P»n<»- 
plia adreiw* p 118r«I79;, and Dnpiii (Blhllot. Ucclei. rom. vl, p. 1S(>~*154) : 

for tltt PMcetmita, by SpanHelm (Hlat. tniag p. 505,'-630.X Baaoafc (iH$u de 1 ErJU^, p»m. i. 
p. toiia.U. p. MHl MOfSoim Hlat. Ecclea. aociil. vlil. et ix ). 

ibe Protoaunta, eaeept Motbalm, are aourod wltb conuoveray; Uiit the CHthollca, exceia 
Onpin, are InSained by the fury and aaperadUon of the mooki ; and even Le Beau (Hist, dti 
Bat euiplre)» a gentleman and a scholar, it infected by the odious (Mntagion. 

(2) See the Acts, In Qrrek and Latin, of tlie second council of Nice, with a nnmlicf of re* 
latlfe piecea, 10 the seventh volume of the councils, p. 645^1SOO A faltblhl version, i%hh 
some criticat notes, wnutd provoke. In diO^nt readers, a sigh or « smite. 

(9) 1 be pope'l l^ates were carnal messenger^, two priests without any special Commihslmt, 
and who were disavowed on their Ktnm. S^ie vagabond monks were persuaded by the Ca- 
tholics to represent the orteutal patrmrebs. This riirious anecdote is revealed by Theodore 
Studues («plst. i. 9$. Ill SiriRond. 0pp. tom. v p 1319.), oue of the warmest fcoaoclaats of 
site age. 
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notice tlie judgment of tbb biebo^^ on the compdrotive meWt of Image- 
wcHTship und oiontUtp*^ ' A m<mic1ht^ooiiohided« lamce 
of fornication^ on condition^of iaterruptuigdiis prayereio^ pi0lui*o i 
iksst Iwng in hie Ilia JN 9 ni|deir prompted him to oe^ablt iihhdt^ 

Rather th«m abstain from^daionn^Chrigt and hia motbor their holy' 
inongea* itf^wnuld better^ replied the easuisty M to enter every^ hro* 
'^^iheL and ^ ^ 

Fog Jbe J^dnaiiTinf ^orthodoxy, at .least^the ovthodeacy of the Rommt 
cimxm> it ie somewhat tti^cNrtunate, that the twpr&tieea who^cidaiv'ene^^ 
the two councils of Nico> are both stained withithe hlood^f Iheilr ooits. 
'fhe second of ^ these assemblies was approved mid rigorously mceouted 
by the de^otism of Irene ; and she refused her adversaries the tolera- 
tion which at' first- she had' granted to her fnends. During the hVe suc- 
ceeding reigns, a period of thirty-eight years, the contest was main* 
tained, with unabated rage and- various success, between the worshippers 
and the breah^ of the ima^ ; but J am not inclined to pursue with 
minuis diligence the repetition of the same events. Nioephorus al- 
loyred-a gmimuh liberty of i^eech and praetioe; and the On]& virtue of 
his reign^s aecu jed by the monks as the cause df his tempond aUd eter- 
nal perdition* Superstition and weakness formed the eharaeterof Mi- 
cham but' the saints and images were incsapable of support^ their 
vot^ on^^e ^rone. in the purple, Leo V • asserted the name and iw- 
li^on of an Armenian ; and Hie idols, wiHi their seditious adherents, 
were condmnned to a second exile. Thetr applause would hare saUcti- 
hed the nmrder*of an impious tyrant ; but ms assasfisn and successor, 
the second Michael, was« tainted from his birth with the Fhyrgian here-* 
sies : he attempted to mediate between the contending parties ; and the 
intractable spirit of the Catholics insensibly east him into the opposite 
scale. His moderation was guarded by timidity ; but his son Theophllus, 
alike ignorant of fear and pity, was the last and most cruel the Ico- 
noclasts. The enthusiasm of the timesman strongly against them ; and 
the emperore-who stemmed the torrent, were exasperated and punished 
by the public hatred. After the death of Theophiliis, the dniu victory 
of the images was achieved by a second' female^ his widow Theodora, 
whom he left the guardian of the empire. Her measures were bold and 
decisive. The hction of a tardy repentance absolved the fame and the 
soul of her deceased husband : the sentence of the Iconoclast patriarch 
was commuted from tiie loss of his eyes to a whipping of two hundred 
lashes ; the biahops trembled, the monks shbuted, and the festival of 
orthodoxy preserves the annual mmiory of the triumph oL the images. 

A single question yet remained, wbe^er they are endowed wUh any 
proper and inherent sanctity ; it was agitated by the Grebes of the 
eleventh century ;(i^) and as this opinion has Hie strongest reoommn- 
dat|on Of absurdity, I am surprised that it was not more exp^itly*'4e- 
dd^ in the af&pmative. In the west, pope Hadrian Lnecepted auri'^- 
nounced the decrees of thW'Nicene assetnbly, which id^ hm^ fbVe^^d "by 
ihe Catholics as the seventh in raiik of the getmral councils. Roi^ and 
Italy were docile to the voice of their father ; hut the greatest part of 
the Latin Christians were f«fr hobind in the tace of supd^stEtSoh. The 
churches of France,* Germany, Eimland, and Spain, steered a middle 
course between the adoration iihd the destruerion of jbutges^ w^ieh they 
admitted into tlieir temples,' not as objects of worship, but as lively and 
usefal.memorials of faith a^ history. An angry book of controversy 

(1) ZvMe<P<« VOI fi.fl KaraXtirtttt €v ryXei ruurp iro^9tto» tn h fxtf m ivpi 

ap¥tja^ r» irpwpcvpti* to» Ktjt/ww Km Seov Iifirpw Xptarw f^eTO rtfc lititi ^vtqv fxffTpovtff^ 

ttKovf. rtiete visits could not tw iiiuotetit, s^dre tbe Aeunu¥ «^opvfi.af (Uis acmaa of forni- 
CAtioii (ciroXruii it mirrw . . . cs fiio ow 4lc‘CiresciTO c^ntipa, dtc. Actio iv. p. SOI, 
Actio V. p. KWl, ^ ^ ^ 

(2) See Ml sccount of this conttovors^n tite Aleslss ^ Aotui Cotnaesa (lit. r. p. 129 > 
ana Mosb«iai« fiistitot (Hist. Eccles. p. 3T^, 372.). 
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^ wide* tfa^oame of Clief}0m^e;(l>^dei‘ 

liie^afiiharit^ a^synod of ihi#e ibnMdredbUhopawas ossemwed et rauUc- 
Ibctk;(9) tii^lmoedtlBe^iuTy cilw Iocm<jolasU^boithoy~p^DiHM}iito^ ft 
Tnore sovoro oftHiRiro agblasi tliO^guperitt^os or the ftnd the 

4eeree» of thdr ]»r«tenaed eoanoOt imieh^wae long despM hy the Bar- 
hariuisof th»west.(3) theeroTh^of images' 

ndth sHeBt aod lABenstblB^piiogM^ %ut ft loitto atimeiiient is side for 
their, jlmsitetion .and ^delay, b\r the g*0ift idolatjy of the ages, ^icft 
precede the xitftformatiour and of tiie eeuatries^ both in Enrope at|d 
America^ which mre still immened in the gloom of superstition. 

It 11^ aiterthe Nicene S3mod^ and underthe reign of the "pious Irene, 
that the popes eonauminaiM the separation of Rome and Italy, bv the 
translation of the empire to the teas orthodox Charlemagne. They 
were compelled to choose between the rival nations ; religion was not 
the sole motive of their choice ; and while they dissemblea the fasHiijm 
of their friends, they beheld, with relaotance and suspicion, the Catholic 
virtues of their hms. »The difference of language ana mamierfthad'nei^ 
petuated the enmity of the two capitals ; they wbre alienstbd from 
each other.by ^ hostile opposition of seventy years* In ^at schism 
the Romans IumI tasted of freedom, and the popes of sovereigmy ; > theur 
eulmussion would have exposed them to the revenge e( a }eid&aa tyrant; 
and the revolution of Italy had betrayed tbe impotence, as well as to 
tyranny, of the Byzantine court. The Greek emperors had ‘restored 
the images, hut they had not i^estored the Calabrian estates^t) and the 
Illyrian dioce 9 s>(d) which to Iconoclasts had torn away from the suc- 
cessors of St. Peter ; and pope Hadrian threatens them with a sentence 
of excommunication unless they speedily abjure this practical heresy .( 6 ) 
The Greeks were now orthodox, but their religion zn^ht be tainted by 
the breath of the reigning monarch : the Franks were now' contuma- 
cious ; but a discerniua eye might disoerii their approaching conversion 
from the use, to the aowation, of images. The name of Charlemagne 
was stained by the polemic acrimony of his scribes ; but the conqueror 
himself conformed, with to temper of a statesman, to the various 
practice of France and Itsdy. In his four pilgrimages or visits to the 
Vatican, he embraced the popes in the communion of friendship and 


n) Th« Ubrl Caroltttt, (Spanbenn, p. 443~.5S9.) compMsed in Lh« palace or wiuter-<ptartera 
of at WoitUt, A. D. giidfetu by Engebertto pope Hddriao I. who answered 
them 1^ R tfSudie ti verbeaaeplswlsi. (CnncU. tom. vlll, p. The Carolines propose 

one bittiUfed and tweiiU' o|ijectiotii agatuat the Niceiie lyiMHlt and tncb words as these are the 

Aowen of tbelr rhetonc—denieotiatit priscse GentillUtU obsoietiun crroreui aigu. 

nicuta Insaiiisstma et abthrdiMitna .... derisione dtgnai naeniaa, Acr. &c. 

(2) 'I lie. asaetuhlkaol Cbarieowgtte were politioil as wetl at ecctetiaaUcat ; and thd tlireo 
hundred iriembeN (Nat. Alexander, sec. viil. p. S3) who aat and voted at EmaXAurt, mutt 
include not only- the bishops, but tbe abbots, and even the principal laymetu 

(S) Qpt 4«nA fiKietitsiffit patrea nostri; (eplscopl et aacerdoies) omnimodts aevvitiam et 
adoratiopeiu iMigittttm renuentescontempserunf, atqoe cduseatieiites condeumaveriint. (Goii* 
cit. tom. id. cdbOn 2. Frankturd.) A polemic ipuil tie liard-liearted indeed, who dpea 
uot pttytha effofta of Saronius, Pagi, Alexander, Maimbourg, etc. to elude thla hiilackf > 
sentence. 

(4) Thaophanee (p» ^45.) speciflcs those of Sicily and Calabria, abich yielded an aiptual 
rent of three Wtedik hdd a half of gold (pei haps seven thousand pounds sterling;. Llutprand 
more pompottiiy enamaisues tbe, paUiuionJes of tbe Roman chiirtb in Greece, Judea, Persia, 
Mesopotamia, BabykMila, Egypt, and L,lbya, which were dotained by tbe iiuustice of the 
Gr«eli emperor, (tegat. ad Nicephortiin, in Script. I^erum Itidicanim, tom. ii. pais i. p. 
4SI ) 

iS) The gmcdiooessof the eastern lllyriciim, with ApnUa, Calabria, ainLSIcUy ; (Thomas- 
aln, Discipline de PEgiiae, tom. ii. p 145 ) by the confession of tite Greeks, the patriarch of 
C'oiiBtaiittnople bad detached from Rome the inetropoliiani of Tbessalouica, Athens, Coimtb, 
Nicopolis, and Katrae \ (Guc. Ilolsteit, Oeo<;raph. »i»i.ra, (p. 92.) end bis spirltoal couqnr’iis 
eKtended to Naples and Amaipiii, (Giaiiooue, Istoria 1 1 vile di Napob. tom. i. p. 517-524. 

* (% to hoc^^ditur, quia ex uric capitulo ab errore reversis, in aids dtiobiis. in 
(was it the same t) penuauwiiil errore . . . . de dtficeal .»» R b scu dc pairimoiiiis iuteruui 
fncrepaiites comnioiiemus, ut si e:i rcsiituerc iiolueiit hereticiim eum pro bujusiiiudi errore 
pffsevaiili'A deceftiedmis ; F-pirt iudrl<iii P.»p« ad Candum Magnum, Ui coucil, lorn. viH. p. 

(o whicii he adds a reason, iiiost directly opp<>eae tv iiis fondiict that he prefcired tm 
sai vatkKi of souU and rule of faith to the goods of this transitory world. 
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piet^ ; ksi^H befbt^ tUo More the tlie 

Apo$tte : and jo^eui 111 4i tba mrm and fmmikim 

of tba Hornn Wisiidd pr«d«(iae iMr gjralituaa allefir die 

to renounce tbab ^ ^ed thev ^ fkbt io^a^enoterliig gift of 

^0 exarehate; lUdtW pavor to i^bo^i Jus gomnaiejnl of Rom? 
^6 title M W08 Wo? the Miit anf gteatneii of €lMie- 

pay l&eie pbr^oae or ieoure th^r ettabUAmeni Bfihk^ decMve 
medMe they ^finally mdieale tiio ablM'of tbo Greeks the 
debMmeat of a provkiiajl town; tbe iiigii»ty of Borne woiUd be re- 
stored ; the Iiaiin CHnstiaas would be nnlted under a supreme liead^ in 
their ancient zueiropoils ; and ike eoxmfftm of the west would reWve 
their crown &om die successors of Bt* reter. The Romaa church would 
acquire aheslons and respectable adroeate; mid, under the diadowof 
the Carlovin^^ power, die bidiop m%ht exerdse, with honour and 
safety, the |[pYernfiaeut of the dty.ni ) 

Before ruin pf Paganism in R^e, the compeddoa for a wealthy 
bishopric M often been productive of tunmlt and bboddmd. The 
people was less numerous, out the times were more sava^, the ptire 
more important, and the ^air of St. Peter was Senody dieted by the 
leading CcCle^Wics who aspired to the rank of sovereign. The reign 
of n wian 1.(2) surpasses the me^isttre of past or succeeding ages ;(3) 
the walls of Home, the sacred patriinony, the ruin of the Lombards, 
and the friendship of Chariema^ef were die trophies of his fame: he 
secretly edided the throne cl his suoeemors, and displayed in a narrow 
space the virtues of a great prince. His memory was revered ; but in 
the next election, a priest of the Lateran, Leo III. was preferred to 
the nephew and the favourite of Hadrian, whom he had promoted to 
the iirst dignities of the church. Theiir acquiescenee or repentance dis- 
guised, above four years, the blackest jtatentioa of revenge, till the day 
of a processnon, when a furious band of couapiratm dispersed the un- 
armed multitude, and assaulted with blows and woumb the sacred per- 
son of the pope. But their enterprise on his life or liberty was diM- 

a led, perhaps by their own ootinidon and remorse. Leo was left mr 
on the ground : on his revival from the swoon, the effect of his loss 
of blood, he recovered his speedi and sight; and this natural event was 
improved to the miraculous restoration of his eyes and tongue, of which 
he bad been deprived, twice deprived, by the knife of the as8asfiina.(4) 
From his prison, he escaped to the Vatican ; the duke of fipoleto has- 
tened to his rescue, Chanemagne sympathiM in hfe injury, and In his 
camp of Paderbom in Westphalia accepted or solicited a visit from the 
Homan pontiff. Leo repassed the Alps with e commissioa of counts and 

(1 ) Fontanlnl cotnidm ths tmpfron u no nore Han tlM'SdvoetlSlc^tlweaBvcSk (tdvo 
cAtus et defentor K. St See Uucimse. Otois. Ul tom. p. S9V.I tUi 
toh r«duc«4 tta« popet to be qo mote tniu the mewrettf oftae empeMr* lu tO* Mow eqeluMe 
view otf Motbeim, {ihitkoc. Hiit. fiecl^ p. SOt, 46S.) tliej Keow rntdir tbt emptie m 
tlie most So&ourabJe fpecles of fief or beuefire^premuiUiir node MllgitMwl I 
(S) Hib meruft aud bopet are ftunuiied uu in an epitapb of tbirty-etght vorMS^ of wtakh 
Cbaneatasne deebuti biff»«rff tb# aittbor. (Cottefi. tom. oiU. p. 

Pott patreai btcryimmi Carotnr hiae carUihii icripal. 

Ttt mitfi didcli amor, w modo pftngo piicr . ^ . 

Nomuia Jnnip simn) tttiilii, eiarlMttne, lioitra 
AdrhnnB, taroloe, rex ego, taqne patW. 

Tbe poetiy mlgbf bq toppiicd by Alcorn , but the teare, Um moit sIofIwm UitMte, coO only 
behmgto CborlemASiie 

Svety new pi»pe is idmonisbed^^*' baoete Paur, non videbit attbop PeUr),’* twenty 
five yetra. On tlie whole lerlea the uverofte Is about eigbi yean<-« ihoct hope for an am- 
bitioiiB cardfitrfl. 

(i) The awnraiice of Anastaslns ft«>ni. iif. pars I p. 197, 19S.) la supported by the ere 
dotity of atmie French aiinaitatt ; but egfithard, and other wHiers of the Mine i|e, are iiloie 
iistiiial and sincere. ** fJnns ei oculus paulliilum e»tl.e»us/' says John the deacon of Naplei. 
(Vit. epMCop. Napol. in Scrlplores ^uratoti, tom. l« pars li. p. 5IS.) Iheodolpltha^ a con- 
umiKrirary bishop of Orleans, observes w Hh prudeucci <Ub ill. carm iti.) 

Reddlta sontf mlriiri) est: imfum est aufcirc nequibse. 

Eel tamen lu dubio, biui oilier au iude iu«igia. 




Peter fmd, ici 
dress of 


Km 

ii(k tfie eliureh If iS. 
id ex4ia«^oid^ tMsimpV 
(i) After the celebra- 


tion of th^ Imiy mj^eric^ su4de^y placed a precious crpwn on 
hi^ b^>C^) ^ res<^nded wj^bH the acclamations of the pee- 

£ong Mfe. and victory to Charles^ the most p^s Augustus^ 
crowned % wd th^ greaA and padfio emperor of the nomans The 


lij^ coronation^n represents a promise to maintain the iaith and un^ 
'rileges of the ehur^i : and the drst-frujts were paid in his rich oger&gs 
to the shiine of the apostle* his familiar conversation, the emperor 
protested hjis igporanc^ of the intentions of Iieo> which be would have 
dmppointed hy his ah^noe on that memorahle day. But the prepara- 
tions of the cera^Aony mus^ hiave disclosert the secret j and the iourpey 
of Charlemagne reveam his knowledge and expectation: he ^id ac- 
knowledged that the imperil title was the object of his ambition^ and a 
Roman senate had pronounc^i that xt was tlie only adequate rewai*<Lof 
his ruerit and ^rvice&(3} 

Tile apprllatioa of has been often bestowed and sometimes de- 
serve<^ but is th^on^ prince in whose favour the tide 

has been indisiidlubly blended with the name. That name, witii the 
addition of is inserted in the Boman calendar; and the saint, by 
a rare felicity, is crowned with the praises of the hifatoiians and philobo- 
phers of an enlightened aga^(A) His real taefdt is doubtless enhanced 
by the barbarism of the nation and the times from which he emerged ; 
but the ffpparent magnitpdev. of an object is likewise enlarged by an 
unequal comparison ; and the rqius of Pslmm derive a casual splen- 
dour fropi the nakedness of the surrounding desert. Without injustice 
to bis fame, I m^ discern some hlemisbes in the sanctity and greatiiess 
of the regret ot the western empire* Of his moral virtues, pi^tity is 
not the most €anspiouous;(5) but the public luq^piness could not be ma- 


(1) Tw4i« ju tfaff^reasept of iisSrltai soC I-ao, si Romw-ipoax iw>»<& et 

ctiMmjdo aisiccns, et calt^uhontlt quoqnS Rotnaiio tuoro rortnatis. Iighitaare (c. Vt* tOQ— 
115.) flo^triSevt (IBS SHetonios, ibe simnltcfty of Ms dicss, lo popnlAr in tbe naiion ; (hat 
ii»heit c asld i^rseo to Vnffc* lu » A>reifi| IwSit, tb« pairioUo dog« at the 

nposaue* Visde ch8rl«ms(6i|e,ioin w P- W) . 

(9)fSe€ ainitMss (p. loa) and bfinbaid. (c. ^ u, 128) The unclioni^ men. 
tioned by 1lisqe|ian#»» Cp. SQa) the natb by Sigoalai Or^n> the Oido Remamur), aiid the 
p(ipf*« adoration more antlquomm prlncipom, by tbe Anuatee Bertiuiani (Scripts Muntor. 
torn. It pareU 

(3) I hU great event ot tbetraiielatioa or reitonitioii ef the empire, la rehtlrcl and dtfcvssed 

by NntaUt Alexasder,^ reeciil. IB dlMert i l>agl«tM»i. lU p. 4ia) Moraton, 

(Anoall d Italia, tom vi p. ^ ) SiKoalvt, tde Regno ItaUa, Hb. )v. opp, tom il. p. 
W7~-«5l.) Spauhemi fde dett Traoalatione Imperii), dannoiie, tom, I p, 39>~4a5 ) t*L 
Marc, Abrtgc Cbronologiqne, tom* i p* 43B-*'4LSO,) Gatllard. Cliiat. de Charleamgne, tom. Ii. 
p 386— AloMii aUL tbeae moderns bave some religtaep or national bias. 

(4) By Maldy (observations sur THistoice dt France), Vottaiie (HistoUe Oeneiale), 

Robertson, CHilitory of Chartea V.) and Montesgnisit, <B«prU dm l*ola. Jib, v.vxi c IS) lu 
the year 1 ^, l|« Gailtard poMbsiied bis Hisioire de Ciiarlemafiu* (In four wds duodecimo), 
which I bate frrely and profitably used. Tbe author is a man of si one and humanUy . and 
bis work Ulahmiced with tudnstry and eloqiiieiire. But I Jieve bke.t i&« e\Himoed the oil- 
glual iiioiufmentaof tbe reigns of t’epi'^ aud tbarkmagae, in the fifth voHime of the b»p>rians 
of France. ^ ..... 

(5) The vision or Wettln, tompnsed bv a inotih, eleieo yeais after ibe death of ttiirlo. 
magiie, shiws hmi In puigatoiy, wuli e vjiUuie who h peipetuaily gnawing tlie guilty mem. 
bet, while the rc^t of his body, tbe emblem 0 * 1 m viitnes. Is found and perfect. (See Odil 
lard, tom. 11 p 317— ) 
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terially iojur^d by Ims nine wiyns er.eoaeubines, ibe vatioueln^idlgence 
uf meaner er nMure meeurs^ the nmUitnde ef bis bastards whom 

he bestowed en the <^imbp imd Uiokmg eeliba<^ and lioentious minners 
of bie daug^ter%{i} ifhom Ibe father im anspmed of Ipvinf^ with too 
fpnd a psadon. I sbsB be scarcely pennilted to aeouaethe ^ition of 
a ofmqneror ; hut in^i dav of retribution^ the Sonis of his brother 
Carloman, tho^Heinvingm princes of Aquitaii^ mid the four thousand 
Ave jbun4>«d Saxmia who were beheaded oa the aaoM spot# would have 
soingthing to idiegie against the justice and humanl^ of Charlemagne. 
His treatment of tbe vanquished 6axon8(2) was an abuse of the right of 
oonqui^ ; his laws were not less mipuiwry than his anus^ and in the 
dUcussjion of his motives, whatever is subtracted from bigotry must be 
imputed to temper* The sedentary reader is atnased by his incessant 
aouvity of mind and body; and his subjects and enemies were not less 
astonumed at hid sudden presen^w^ at the moment when they believed 
him at the most distant eji^tremity of the empire > neither peace nor 
war, nor summer nor winter, were a season ox repose: and our fancy 
cannot easily reconcile the annals of his reign with ipeography of 
his expedition • But this activity w|w a national rather than a per* 
sonal vii^tue ; the vagrant life of a Frank was speqt in the (^ase, in 
pilgrimage, in military adventures ; and the journeys of Charlemagne 
were distingulbhed only by a more numerous train and, a morp important 
purpose. His military renown must be tried by tbe sciu^lny of his troops, 
his enemies, and his actions. Alexander conquered 'frith, the arms of 
Philip, but the (wq heroes who preceded Charlemagne, bequeathed him 
their name, their examples, and the companions of their victories. At the 
head of his veteran and superior armies, he oppressed the savage or de- 
generate nations, who were incapable of confederating &r their common 
safety; nor did he ever encounter am equal auta^nist in numbers, 
in discipline, or in arms. The science of war hps been lost and revived 
with the arts of ^ace ; but his campaigns are not illustrated by any 
siege or battle of singular difficulty or success ; and he mi^t behold, 
wim envy, the Saracen trophies of his grandfather.. After Ss Spanish 
expedition, his rear-guard was defeated In the Pyrenean mountains ; and 
the soldiers, whose situation was irretrievable, and whose valour was ube- 
less. might accuse, with their last breath, the want of ritiH or caution of 
their gen6ral.r3) 1 toudi with reverence the laws of Charlemagne, so 
highly applauded by a respectable judge. They compose not a system, 
but a senes, of occasional and minute edicts, for the cocrectipn of abuses, 
the reformation of manners, the economy Of his farms, the care of his 
poultry, and even the sale of his ^gs. He wished to improve the laws 
and character of the Franks; and his attempts, however 3feeble and im- 
perfect, are deserving of praise ; the inveterate evils !of the rimes were 
suspended or moUihea by tiia government ;(4) but in Ills iidriiUutions I 
can seldom discover the general views and the immortal of a le- 
gislator, who survives himtelf for the benefit of posterity. fTh.0 union 
and stability of his empire depended on the life of a single man , he 

(1) The marrUise of Hginhard with Imina, daughter of Cbarlemaffiie, ia, tD mf opinion, aiif. 
flcieiitly refateil h) the yrob9 oi»«Ad ^tupicio that anllied theae Atr dastleb, wUhOut excepi 
ttig his owo wiA it* 19 p. SS^IOC. com Notia Sohmluche.) TIm btubend nniat have been 
too atroDg (hr tile hlUonail. 

(9) IVesMeV the maaaacrea and inmsiiiigraUons, the pain of death HSa ptononnced .tgamst 
Che Mkuvittt Crimea. |. The refeaal of haptiim. S rhe Ihlae pletenee^f bapUstn. $ a 
telapae to idohitiT ^ (he marder of a priest or Msliop. Htimtii aaorlliees. S. I'atiiig 
meat in Lent But every crinte ought be exclated by baiaiam or pemooe i (Cktiihird, tom ti. 
!»• fil-'Se? ) and the Chriaiian Saaoaa betjame the meada and egswla of the Vcanlia. (strav. 
corpna Hiht. Oermanicse, P WS > 

fS) In lilts aotloo the famooa Rutland, Rolando, Orlando, wae ihiin—cuoi pleribus alila 
See tbe trulb in Egluhard, (e. la* p. S1..-5SO and tbe fable in mi lugeiiious Supplement ot M. 
Galitani. (ton) lit. p. 474.) i be Spaaiudamrt too proad of a victory which history ascribes 
to the Cdscons, and romance to the Smcena. , ^ 

(4j Yit bcbmidti trom tbe bm rfutborities, reprrtents tbo faterlor duorderi and oppres- 
fcuiQ of Ins reign. rKisl dcs Allemands, tom. li p. 4S--49 ) 
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t!i6r ^.m^rotts praetlo&of dividlliig hte khigdem* aiiMNlig his 
mi, after ms numerate diets, tke eeastit^uHon ivsp left to 
fluctuate between aiMrchy end dmousm^; 

ibr tbe pietf fcnewledge efithe tempted iiftK^^tb' intraet that 
asy^iring diw witii imd civU juH8dietk>ii$««end his 

son Lewis, wheti lie was stripj^^eiid de^eded by the might 

aebtiSe^ In' som#‘mettihz^ the im^denoe hla^^latlier* laws en- 
foreed Ihe^mpodtiiod of tithesj; Deoeiise the detnons hedpifCh^dteed in 
the air thht default 6f peyi^ntliad been the cause oft%}a«|lscar* 
dty.{t) The literary meiiUi of Charlemagne are attested by thef found- 
ation of schools^ theihtrodue^on of arto, the works which Were published 
in 14s name, ew his familiar conhdodon with the sttbjecta and strangers 
wlKim he invited to his court to eddeate both the priced and people. 
His own studies were tardy, laborious, hud hhpeifeot ; if he spoke 
Latin, and understood Greek, he derived the rudiments of* knowledge 
ftom conversation, raUier than from books ; and in his mature age, the 
emperor stroverto acquire the practice of writing, which every peasant 
new learns in his infancy .(2) The grammar ano logic, the mtisic and 
astronomy, of the times, were only cnltiva1»d as the handmaids of super- 
stition : hut ihe curiosity of the human mind must ultimatdy tend to 
its improvement, and the encouragement of learning reflects tne purest 
and. most pleasing lustre on the character of Charlemagtte/S) The 
^Bgniiy of his per8on,(i) the length of his reign, the protoerlty of his 
arms^ the vigour of his jopovemment, and the reverence of diiflaot na- 
tions, distirguidi him mim the royal crowd ; and Europe dates a new 
era from his restoration of. the western empire* 

That empire was not unworthy of its title ;(5) and of some the fairest 
kingdoms of £ur<me Were the patrimony or conquest of a prince, who reign- 
ed at the same time in France, Spain, Italy, Germany, and Hungan^*!^) 
1. The tbennan province of Gaul had been transformed into the name 
and monarchy of Fsance ; but, in Ufe decay of the Merovingian line, 
its limits Were contracted by the independence of the Briton$ and the 
revolt of Aquitain, Chmrleniagne pursulfl, and confined, the Britons on 
the shores of the ocean ; and that ferocious tribe, whose origin and lan- 
guage are BO different from the French, was chastised by the imposition 
of tribute, hostages, and peace. After a long and evasive conquest, the 
rebellion of the dukes of Aquitain was punished by the forfeiture of 
theh* province,, their liberty, and their lives. ^Harsh and rigorous would 
have such treatment of ambitious governors, who had too faithfully 


(l> OiaatB lioaio txtnlpivarielftte legftlmaoi dtclmam tA ecdetl^tn «onferat Utperi- 
nwtiio psiia la timo, quo Mia vallda ftinei irrep«lt, ebuMire ?aeva« amionda a 

dieisiimbtli defonaav.ot voces exprubatioiUs aitSUas. Sueb It the decree and assertion of 
Hie coiiiitil of miiKfurt. (ebuou S5. tom. Ia« p. 105.) Both Seldeii (Hist, of iithet, 
si pmfi p. 1140 ) and Montesqaleo (Esarit des Lolx, lib. xaxl. e. 12 ) represeut 
ChaiiWmgfte at the (Irst ifs>ai avtbor of tidies, sucii obligatloos bave country yenUeoieu to 
bit itieti|pryl ^ 

(3) Efbilmrd (t. S5. p. llS } elearl/ afllrnhs, teiUabat et scriliere . . . . sed parom prospere 
siiccesslt tahor pratpobterus et sero inchoatus. The inoderns have perverted anil corrected 
dlls otivlout nieantiig, and the title of M. Gaitlard's Dissertation tom. lii. p* 247— S60.) be- 
ttavt Ms iMUtiabty. 

0) See. Galllard, tom. lit p. ISS— 176. and Schmidt, tom. 11. p. m— 129. 

(4) M. GaMtard, (tom. Ui. p. 3?S.) axes the true entnre of Charteuiagne (see a Dissertation 
of Marquard Freber ad calceni Kgiiiliard, p. 220, 6tc*) at live feet nlbe Inches of French, 
about sUdtot one Idcb add a fourth Englfsh meMure. The romance writers have increased it 
to tigbt foet, vnd the glhnt was endowed wltlr ifiatchless strength and .nppetlte ; at a single 
strolwof bis food sword Joyeute, he cat asunder a horseman and bis horse ; at a shigte re- 
paStde devoureil a coose. tww fowts. a quarter of muttdn, dtc. 

(5> See the oonmse, but correct and oricliial, worS of dMHvIHe (^Ctats foriniMi eis Europe 
aprdi la Chute do FEmpirc Romaiu en OccTdeut, Paris 1771. in quarto.; whose map incitidea 
the etfipWe of Charlemagne s the dllforeiit parts are illustrated, hy Valeshis (Notida Oallu- 
rum) for Prance, fierettl (Dissertatto Chorographlca) for Italy, de Marca(ilarca Hispainc^i) for 
Spain. the middle geography of Germany. J eonfoss mysetf poor anil desiltufej 

(5) AAer a brief relation of bis wars and conquests. (Vlt. Carol, c. 5 -14.) itMiUtard re- 
eapttulUtes. In a fow words, (c. 15 ) ate rountries subject to bis empire. Struvins (Corpus 
'ilist. German, p. 118-149. has Inserted in his Notes the texts of the old Chronicles. 
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eopied tbe maym i>f ih« paiacia» Bbt a recent ^acot^Cl) hflff 
that these lawCu] Eeijrir the 

and sc^tfe of Oovfi^a yooh^hrandi^ from the brother o:lf<Pago6e^i 
of the Mefovitegtett kouee^ TThelr aht^ent kfogoeiii weii^ redated^le ^e 
duchy of Oeeeo^A to,th«^ t$<Altitiee of Fekentab mnA, at, the 

foot of t}ie-Pyr6i^4ar: 'th^r race #bs of 

the ^teetilh j hnd^ hfber turavin^ll^r'GeiKjkiiVjb^ 

they*wear«reBetVodtofetl>tfae ii^itstic^^ Ortho lhnr0t]t^;>0r«0thm<;d^ 
na^. < the Mhttilohof Aqufti^> Fmhee was Bir preseiit 

l^oundarkSj *wi^ the ' additions of the Neyieiians4e.io^to|ihj ae fariak 
the The Saracena had been esppeSed'lrom W the 

gramlfother and father of ChArletnegne; but they stUl^i^fOfiiseBrea the 
greatest pari Of SrAi)7/ from^ the rock Of Gibraltar^ tO Pyrenees* 
Amidst thdr civiidivkdons^ an Arabian emir of Qaragoaaii b^Iorod hU 
protection in the diet Of PadefbOitu .Chariema^.tmdertjiMk ^the cai;^ 
pedition^ restored the emir^ andy without distinction of ^b> imdar^ly 
crashed the resistance ei €htistians> and rekaardea, tii^>«ooe^eQ 0 e 
and service of the Mahometans. In his absence lie^l|astltitl^.,dli6 
Spanish marchi(li) whi<di extended fimm the Pyrenees' to ^e Hirer J^ro ; 
Barcelona wae the residenee Of the French governor : ‘he^poiNiessedthe 
counties R&asilUn and Catalonia ; and the ^ infant ^ngdcan^ of 
Navan^e md Arrapon were subject ^ his jutisdictioilu ' As Jdna 
of the Lombards^ and patrician of he reigned over the ayieateiS 

part of H^AtY,(3) a tract of a thousand inilea from' the Alptf to 9ie bor« 
ders of Cslabiia. The duchy of BentvenHmy a Lcmbard had 
s])read^ at the expense of the Gre^^ over the^ mhdaHi hingdont of 
Naples^ But Arrech^, the reigning duke^ refused to be included in the 
slavery of his country; assumed the independent title df.prtncO; and 
opposed his sword to tlm Carlovidgian monarchy. His jSp*# 

his submission was not ingloriousL and the emperot wne,c<nite0l with an 
easy tribute, the demolition ci his fortresses, and lu%iiOdFledjg;nietdi, on 
bis coins, of a supreme lord. The mrtful flattery of his son Grimoaid 
added the appellation' of fatUbr, but he asserted his di^ty with pru* 
dence,' and Bonerentum insensibly eSci^ped Iroih^ the French yoke.(4) 
IV. Charlemagne was the first who united Geumany under the same 
sceptre. The name of Oriental France is preserved in the circle^ of 
AVanconttf ; and the people of /iMis and Tnurtif^ wesi^ lecently inr 
eorporated with the victors, by the conformity of r^^pkuland g<^em* 
meat The Alelitannt, so formidaldeto the ltdmaiis,4re^thelaitl)ibl 
vassals and confederates of the Franks ; and their country wae inscribed 
within the modern limits of Aleace^ Swabia, and Smtserland. ^ The 
Bavariane, i^ith a similar indulgence of theb kwk and nMdinere^iriwe 
less patient of a master: the repeated treasons of 
abolition of her hereditary dvmk ; and fhdr pow^ Jitaa j&addhiUpMdr 
the counts^ who judged and guev^d that important front^^t » Bntthe 
north of Germany, Srom the Inline and beyond the Elbe, was 
tile and Pagan ; nor was it tffl after a war of thirtyAth^ ydsimttlist 
the Saxons bow^ under the yoke of Christ and of Charlmiu^ine. ^ .The 
idols and their votaries were extirpated : the foundation of eight bi- 


teMUiea) it artctiaCiil to Uie feti^ }|M Mit cMrc wWan W^tj^qyiUm f 
(V) Tb« R6V«r^t or c^unit of UiS BmlfMi rtm Wpif dw 

tlie year 900; ana a poor p)tu^, tt|j( RMtUioutitt toes roopva^laVwtt 
France. (Lon|Beme, 0'etcription do Ik fmre Ww* 1. P. Yet tSeJIpUMit^it con* 

taliit one honored and etffhiy-<i«ht thotitand nine hdaWit «obJ<^. Miim^y Don't 
inillioii tio handred thoutaud Uvret ; (Ne^er, AdlquaUun^iim ^ 

279 ) mere people peihapt, ai^d doabtlett more money, tian ^he marcB Of ChineiHacne* 

(3) Scbuiidt. Mist, det Alleoiands, mill. iU p 200, ' 

(4; See OialiKone, lom, t. p. 374, 375. and the Auiiats of Mumtori. 


i ppdr pittaike, tW( IcMailloutiAt hdcs leepveCNi lan 
le; ^cripHon de Ik Fii«nf'e i. y. 230, *^222.) Vet 

and etffhiy-<i«ht thotitand nine hdmrreit 
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OsiaSbmijh, PtfdeiHto)% sUd MilMeil)4»f' 
HiidiesiMfiBi, and llalbaftta)lt^> ddki# na id^r blde'^nf^be Wa- 
aer, t^fioiiniNrdf ttoia Mi$i9«{^altse^ 

«d«o<^ iM dttibii df abd rcl%ion uSdid ^dManit^ 

of tde ohtfdmfdt0iri<fd^ III «om^ d«tt^ f<Mft!io nMfina^oftKb 

Sdatoidai^s^ of aintiia^^ liiiuidm and 

i!«rion« d«nM^^ o^vnbioai tkernMem di^nioaftor Po- 

kndi ^ ^on^ransi^^ iniveiempteid 

Die FmmuSk Id^aii lo^extefld thb diiqpdre>t 0 DioBalDeand tlm Vhftahf. 
The eointfueBb<di( c«mt^ef«to Dioab cflnmuicis lb of a idoiro teeant age ; 
Mb tM wb dnion' of '^llbbemifa'witii Die GemaOic body may be juatly 
nmUM to tM aimt of ‘€bii)lemagne.*^‘ V. He retaiialied on4he Avam, 
or Bans; <d BlIinoiDa^ ibo edme oalatnltiea iDiioh Didy had indicted on 
Die iiialiiml. Th^r the nmden ibrfidcjiDOns whkh endtcled their 

<Mtrieto and ^ere hrokdn doena by the triple edbit of e French 

army, DNit wm {KiDwed into Diehf coimtty oy land and water, through 
the CttepaDflaii mbuntain^ and aknig the p&koji the DanuM. After 
a bioedycdnSict^of eight’ yearn. Die loseof eomd French geoeiale tras 
a^retiged by the Dar^hter of ehO' moiil noble HuOe : the reliee Of the 
nation aoMittied : we royal teDdanee of the ehagan waa left desolate 
and uaknowh »: and the treOeureo, the ra^ne of two hundred and 6fty 
y earn/ enriehed the victorioua troops, or decorated Die eknthea of Italy 
and Gttiih(I)% Afb^ the reduction of Pannoola the emfdre of Oharle* 
maane was botnrM only by the Oonilan of the Danube with thb Teysa 
Mitt the Save t the provihceaef lettia, Libnmia, and Belhiaiia, were 
an ‘ easy; though unprofitable, aeeeBDen ; and it was on eifect of his 
mofWatioii> that he left Die maritline cities under the real or nominai 
sovere^nty of Dm Oreeka. BiU theso distant possessions ikided more 
bo Die n^n^Dea lhan to the power of the LaDn emp^r ; nor did be 
risk any ecdesiasDcal foundaDons to reckdm the Barbarians from their 
vagrant life and Idolatrous worship* Some eanDs of communioaDon be- 
tween the river, the Sadne and the Meuse, Die Rhine and the Danube; 
were fiDntly'attempted*(^) Their execuDon would have vivified the 
elf^ire'; and more cost atm' labour were often wasted in Die strueture 
of a cathedral. ' 

If we retrace the outlines of this geographical picture, it will be seen 
Dmtthe empire of the Franks extended between east and west, from 
thetJB^iro to the or Vistula; between thenorDi and south, from 
Die^duDiy ^ IS^ventum to the river Ryder, the perpetual boundary 
of Germany and Denmaih. The personal and politicia importance of 
Charlemfigne was magnified by the distress and diviDon of the rest o£ 
Biuvtpis The islands of Great Britain And Ireland were disputed by a 
crwwa. Of^prlmies of {^on or Scottkiiori^n ; and, after the loss of 
fipalsb^ the €hrlsDan and Gothic kingdom or Alphonse the Chaste, was 
oonfii^ to Die ikarrow range of the AstuDan mountains^ These petty 
soyeiWlgns revered the power or virtue of the Carlovlngian monarch, 
fen^oim^the hrniour and support of his ailiattce, and styled him their 
ooma^'Piireiity the sole and supreme empmror of the wc8t.(3) Homain^ 

(f) niH>l inwila In eoMito! quantam saoxnin)* elOiaiim fit! Tesuitur vat^na omuibal)!* 
tail«e#eifttifetnk loeosin nnoiwis Cngini fnlt its d««e|ftii», nt vcftiginm qiiid^m bninan^ 
habluUimU<apl>ariat. Yota |n boc be)|o Hoiiorom nobllitai perlit, tota gloria decidli, ooiitif 
pecapk cqug«ftl «x Inngo tlppnra ibe«anri fUreptUant 
C^) Tiiejnnuloii Abi^e aud pana^be was imdtnaken oitty fur ibe fervi<;eof tba Fan- 
iiopnin wir. ^^lUlilrd, Vie de Cimrfemagile, togm. ir. p. Sir—^la ) 'lUe capal, tvbicb would 
|ia«e bedn jatily ttvo’^ag^ea latangtA, and of wfach aome Urae^ara »iill eaunt in Swabia, 
wat Iht^rapUsd br cxeaafWe r»in», aiiiiUiv aTocationa, and nuperfOUAiif ftart. (Scb«pfliii, 
Mid. it VAcadetale dca lnu<!ptttNi», torn, aviii. p. 25d. Molbiiiud duviorinti, did. Jungdiido* 
F||)B O J 

/S5%e EgWt^d, c. IS. aud ‘OalAffd, tom, i| p. 361^580. who niriKbrna, with a loose 
Kfeiebce. tbe tmercoutsa of Clwnemagoe, and Egbert, Ujc etnporor's Rift of hit own Bword, 
and tbd modest answer of his Saxon' dirtiple. Ttte aiiacdote, if gemiiitp, would bavt adorned 
our Eaill&h histones. 
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tdioed a more equal iiitercd'^Tse irlih the caliph, 
whose dominion gtretdi^o, frm Africa to India, andaccepM 
ambassadors a tent, a^water:^^^ an elephant, an^ the kmo^t^ 
holy sepulchre. It is not e«i^,^^to conceive the^ private fri^whipof. 
Frank and an Ai^, who were ^stirannera to each othei!fe|»c^a,iluid 
guage, and religion: hi^t thiik publiG coneepcm^n^ wjMt 1)11111^ m 
vanity, and their reinote ritua^nleA no room ier ^ a oompel^n cAIbn 
terest. Two«thlrde of the^westqm .empiiw of tt<^, W:ere^.aiihjedt to 
Charlemagne, and the deficiency was 

of the inaccessihle or in^vincible nations oTGerinimy^ * Eohin.tha^e^QjtM» 
of his enemies, we may be reasonably em|irised that ^he.eo <M^te«t.pr8^ 
ferred the poyeriy of the north ip the ri<mea.of the^sontlM^ three 
and thirty campaigns laboriously consumed in the, wooda. and, morasses 
of Crormany, would have s^eed to assert the amplitu^.of his title by 
the expulsion of the Greeks from Italy and the ^Bar^acens from. Spain^ 
The weakness of the Greeks would h^ve.onsnred.an assy yieteiyt: end 
the holy crusade against the Iwaoeha yi^ould have been prowted by 
glory and revenge, and loudly justified by religion, and policy.* Ferhaps, 
in his expeditions beyond the Bhine and the Elbe,, he aspiyedto save 
Ills monarchy from the fate of the Boman empire, to disarm the enemies 
of civilized society, and to eradica^ the.seed of future emigrotioins^ But 
it has been wisely observed, that hi a fight of. precaution,^ conquest 
must he inefiectual, unless it could be universal ; since* the increasing 
circle must be inyolved in a larger sphere of ho8tility.($) • The subju- 
giition of Germany withdrew the vefi which ha^ so long concealed the 
continent or island of Scaiufinavia from the knowledge pf Europe, and 
awakened th^ torpid courage of their barbarous natives. The fiercest 
of the Saxon idolaters escaped from the Christian ;^^rant to, their bre^ 
thren of the north ; the ocean and Mediterranean. wm’O covered, with 
their piratical fleets ; and Charlemagne beheld with a sigh the destrue* 
live progress of the Normans,, who, in less than seventy yeax«& pxecipi*- 
tatea the fall of his race and monarchy. 

Had the pope and the Romans revived the primitive constitution, the 
titles of emperor and Augustus were conferrra .on Chariemagne for the 
term of his life ; and his successors, on each vacancy,.must have ascended 
the throne by a formal or tacit election^ But the association of his son 
Lewis the Pious asserts the independent ^ht of monarchy and eom* 
quest, and the emperor seems on this occasion to have foreseen andTpew** 
vented the latent claims qf the clerinr. .TJie royal youth was eeiit^ 
mandedtotake the crown from tbe altar, and withhUownhasAs to* 
place it on his head, as a gift which he held, from Cod, hia fiitbe^<' and 
the nation.(3) The same ceremony w^. repeated^ though wi^ lass 
energy, in the subsequent associations of liotnaw and l^wis.II>V ^he 
Carlovingian sceptre was transmitted from father to son IkteoJ^^^te^ ' 
scent of four generations ; and the ambition of ,the popeawaa seduced 
to the empty honour of crowning and, anointing these n^edlta^ pimm 
who were already invested with their. power sw dominion 4 ^mi'.pious 
Lewis survived his brothers, and emlp*ac^ the wfiolq emnu^ of CSharle* 
magne; but the nations and the nobles, his bishops and his children, 
quicldy discerned that this mighty ma^ was no longer by the 

same soul; and the foundations were undermined' to thd^ centre^ while 


n) Tbe corrQip«&dei>c« 1 b meiitioiied only in tbe Frvficb sninb, and ibe arl 
rant of tbe frkiMlstilp lor tbe Ch^Midn fpoUto afp^e^Cloir, 

Stowe on thb^fWpefdr of tlie Gr««M. ' 

(3) Galliard. totn. H..o. SSI >-565. 471^^76. 4SS. I hive Udirrowea Mr jntfktour Haiarbr 
on I h«rl<nafn«V pbia of cotKptest, and tbe indteionr itttttitoiloH of ‘bH'eddiqitt of Arrt 
and tbe second tnceM^ (tom. It p 184. 308^ 

( 6 ) 1 began, tbe biographer of Lewis, reMtes this coronation : and Bafpnlnr has bhnbgff 
transcribed it (A. 0. 815. no. 15, dtc. leo Gaillard, lort» It; pr, 3oe-508 ), hotr#0bver advciM 
to the claims of tbe popes. For the sorter of liie Cartovinji^r, see the Mrtortpns of Fraace. 
Italy and Gemiany^ Pnifilti, Schimdt, Velty, Monitorl, aiiaevett VoUtire# wbow'pidtiiresare 
sotuetimes just, and always pleasing. 
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ihe external surface was vet f^r and entire. After a pr Mtle« 
whidr'^iinfomed ene^hundrcfd thousand ^e empire was divided 
bf treaty between Ilia three sons^. Vnd had viplal^ every dlial and fra- 
ternal dwyC The Idngdpms bf German^ and Ifr^h^ were foir 'ever se- 
parately the^^dtfes of OattI, between the Khohe and the Aife iha 
MettsaiOtd^l^^Ehlbe» Were'^itoa<^^ ^ dig- 
nity tpralne a^ AtImj two 

iwseht'imdfl^ansitdly en,t|^oi^ev<di0^0n ; 

aiatCie^IE'liiseldeat eohtedt with the>ealm of Ita|y> the 

p^r«^^i«aid<saiEei^ d Roman emperpr. , On his oeath 

withanimiy fnhlwisstw^ th^ne disputed hy his uncles 

and^ccnnM^ ^ahd' the po^ hli^ d^merdiisly seized the opeasion of 
jodgn^'^h chdhia'mid^mertts' of the' candidates/ and "of bestowing on 
thwmost Ohseiiui^s; of iho^t Uherhl,' theImpbrM ofhce of' advocate of 
the Rothan bHurigIk'. The dregs of the Carlovindan race no longer exhi^ 
bifeed^at^ symptmna hf viHue or power^ and the ridiculous epithets of 
the the siM^i^er, the fdt hhd thh Mynple, distinguished the tame 
and itiiimtit featnr^ 6F fC crowd of kings alike deserving of oblivion. 
By thefailttre bfthh eoiBalerat branched the whole inheritance devolved 
to Charles tike Fat/ the last emperor orhis family ; his insanity autho- 
rized the desertidn of €termany^ France : he was deposed in a 

diet, and'^sOlieited his daily bread nom the rebels by whose contempt 
his hAs and Mbetty had been spared. According to the measure of theV 
fonse/the 'governors^ the bishops, and' the lords^ usurped the fragments 
of the falli& empire’; and some preference was shewn to the female or 
iUegitimhle blooa of Charlemagne. Of the greater part, the title and 
posseasloii were alike doubtful, and the merit was ade(][uate to the con- 
tracted scale of their dominions. Those who could appear with an ar- 
my at the gatOs'of^ Rome Were crowned emperors in tlm Vatican, but 
their mede^V was^ofe fTeqtiefntiy satisfied with the appellation of kings 
of Italy ; alia the whole telrtrt of seventy-four years may be deemed a 
vacancy, from the abdication of Charles the Fat to the establishment 
of Otho I. 

Otho(Cwas of the noble race of the dukes of Saxony; and if he 
truly descended ftoia Wittikiftd, the adversary and proselyte of Char- 
letm^ffie, the poster^ of a vanquished people was exmted to reign over 
their conquerors. ' His father Henry the Fowler was elected, by the 
su^Rrage of the nation, to save and institute the kingdom of Germany. 
Its limits (9) were enlarged on every side by his son, the first and 
greatest or tW Ofhos. A portion of Gaul, to the west of the Rliine, 
along titwbankwof the Mouse and the Moselle, was assigned to the Ger- 
mans/ by whose blood and language it has been tinged since the time of 
Caesar SHtd^TocltUs* Between the Rhine, the Rhone, and the Alps, the 
sMceeSsorsof Otho acquired a vain supremacy over the broken kingdoms 
of Brnr^^fidy nrfd Arles. In the north, Christianity was propagated by 
the sword of Otho, the conqueror and ^Ostle of the Slavic nations of 
of the i^he and Oder ; the marches of Brandenburg and Sleswick were 
fortilM German colonies ; and the king of Denmark, the dukes 
of Pokmlbaiid Bohemia, confessed themsdves his tributary vassals. At 
the head Of a vj^ctorious army, he passed the Alps, subdued the kingdom 
of ltaly> deBvered the pope, and for ever fixed the imperial crown in 
the name and nation m Germany. From that memorable era, two 

0) 1W» Itc WO ofxuto, tlwW of Lodolph, fn wSose A?oor tfa« dScbv of Sax^itr 

been InstUuted, A. O. S5S> Ruofigerui, the biographer of a St. Itmne f SIbUof. Bninanhnise 
Catalof. Win* iH. Vbb U. p. 079.), givm a sptenotct clodoeter of Sl« IbfliSr. AUivorittiY 'auvi 
usque Atf bomlnbta memortam ooiuea uabiUsaiml ; nnlHs fu eorttm sOrpe btSUa de- 

genet IkcSe repeiitor < 4 pud btruthim, Corp. Hist. Genmm. p. 210 ). Yet OundMitg (In Hea* 
nco Aiicupe) te«ot wtsaded of tala defceat from WHUtind. 

(8) See tbe trwUae of Coriugtiif (da FinibiM ImperU oertnaoici, FraoeoOfrt. 1680, la qnarto), 
be i^ecis tbe eatiar«Sant giid improper aeeie of the Kotdui and Cariovlngian empires, and 
diioesset with modemioa the righU of <;«rnaiiy, her vaawto, end her tiotglibourt. 
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jDaximf) of pubJl^ jurispriidM)Cft<TOi^la^ fom $!n^9^fied hy 

Ume. 1. That the fT0m 'whia^m9B dec^ in t^e Ger»^ 
from that instant tho raloeot ktnt^cmm of Itdy an# IL Bi|t 

that ha might not logalljraaiome the titles of emperor en#, AuguaUii^ 
till he had received & 0 verown from the hands ef the {ioBti&< I j. 

The imperial dignity of Charlemagne was aimoiziBeed tiP^Ihe east hy 
the alteration of his style; end instead of sBlutu^[hi 0 fath^t]ie€Hre^ 
emperors^ he prespined tc^ adopt the more eq^im aod^i^nmllaf’ ap 
tion of hrpther.te)^ Perh^ in his connexion with Irens hae^piw to 
the name of husband | ^ his emhassy to Constantiaopleapxdce tim la&giiage 
of peaoe and fr|endship;i and mlj^t conceal a treaty of marna^^with 
that ambitious piincesi^ who had renounced the most sacred dutij^ of a 
mother. The nature^ the duration, the probabU cons^uonces^ ef> such 
a union between two .distmit mid dissonant empires^ it is in^possihle to 
conjecture ^ hut the unanimous silence of the Latins may teach us to 
suspeottt that the report was invented by the enatnieaof lratte> to charge 
her with the guilt of betraying the diurch and state to the strai^rB^id' 
the we8t,(3) The French ambassadors wm^.the epeotatoi^ and^had 
nearly been the vi thus, of the conspiracy of omltlm' nar 

tional hatredr OonstmitiiK^l^ was exasperated hy thetfe^m and sa^ 
cril^e of ancient Borne: a proverb, *^That^ the Frm^^ipere good 
frienjtls and bad neighhour%'’ was, in. every one’s mouth / huh it was 
dangerous to.provoke a nehdibouir wlio might be tempted to reHerate, 
in the ch|ir4#» of St* Sophia^ the oeremon)^ of his imperial coronation. 
After a t^ious journey of drouit and delay, the ambassadc^ of Nice*^ 
phoms found him in his camp, on the hanks of the rivep SaM; and 
Charlemagne afFected to confound their vanity by displaying, iua FVan- 
conian viUage^ the pomp, or at least the pride, of Bysai|tii|e pa* 
lace.(4]| , The Chreeks were successively led. through four halla^of audi«- 
ence ; in the Arst, th^rwere ready to iall prostrate^'before^e splendid 
personage in a chair c/ state, till he informed them that^ he he was only 
a servant, the constable, or master of the horse of the emperor* The 
same mistake, and the same answer, were repeated in the apartments 
of the count palatine, the steward, and the chamberlain ; and their im* 
patience was gradually heightened, till the doors of the preseuee^dimn^ 
ber were, thrown open, and tliey beheld the genuine monardi, on his 
throne, enriched with the foreign luxury which he despised, and en* 
circled w| 1 ^ the love and reverence of his victorious cfale^. A treaty 
of peace. an^alUance was concluded between the two .empUres, luxd the 
limits of the east and west were defined by the right of present possOfK 
sion. But, the Greeks (3) soon fm^got this humiliating equalUy>> or 
membered it only to hate the Barbarians by whom it was ei^rtcd. 
During the short union q£ virtue and power, they r^ectfuUy fiplfited 
the aafpUrt Charlemagne with the aedamations of ai^^eiiftperor 

of the Homans* As soon as these qtialities were separated, 
of his pious son, the Bysantinsf letters were inscribed, To 


(1) Tlw pswer «r custom forces me in nunttor Conrad U, and Henry U tlif 
llx aftmpittont a tfile wbicb tna never amutned by tbose kings of OemtanV. 'fls iWi|lU, 
Muratorl, foe instance, are more «ciii|>(Uous aad correct, and only reciii^ Old 'mo 

bare been ctoimed'tt Route* , ^ ^ ^ 

(S> tavidlaiMtamen sitKeDtfttomlnls* (C. P. impeiXtoribnsinpcr.]^iirib{tutodbd|4cari^ 
tom |niUro«li^T^iclt<}ue eoram conttouiaciam . . . mtttibddo adeos /cfebrat'wmm^ crlo epis- 
tpMt OattSb^yus appeilmdo; (ggiuhard, e. ^avUt p, Perbig^ uig UielCiaeceimi 

tbat, like 'Sssustm, be affected some reluctance to receive the empire. 

(5> Tbeopliaues speaks of tbe coronation and niictloii of Cbarles, Kfi^uXXm (jCbronogrspb, 

199.>, and of Ida treaty of marraife with Irene <p. wHl^ft nnkaoera to the Ihtnis. 
Gallic relates bh transactions with U» jQreek efiipife (tom. ii. p. 446*-^.). 

(4) oalUard very properly observ<a, that this pageaut was a farce snjiaiWa lo eklldm ynljri 
but that it was Utdeed represented In tbe presence, and Ibr the benefit* of CkUdren of a larper 
growth. 

(5) Compare, in the origlual teats collected by Pagi Cmuix )U. A. 1>*S19*« lio 7. A« D.SSi* 
no. 10, A'c.i, the contrast of Charlemagne and b)i siji : |o the Aucniar'the astbaisadofs of Mi- 
cbarl (who were iod^d disavowed), more sno» id est liiigtik Graseft, laatdos dtaeront, 4fUpars> 
torem cum oC.BctviXca appclltuitcs j to the lattct^ tocafo iinpeialorl /VwwcsrwiisAEl:* 
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f* or, os tiO «lyieshii»s(elf> tlio omporor of tJ»e Fropko ortd' lfOmbwfd»»*' 
>K|^sl)oib«pow and Y^too w»?o. esikiety vthey d<K^ilo<l Lo^ia II* Of 

ofJU^ pvfa^^^Hh. i^y(lV isex-- 
presabopi i»e proveie^ witb eoiiio tliot bothin 

pm^ Insiom Wn« of kiiw w syjoonjrowi wlUi the 
idi ConataptuiQpb, it were assumod^tt » more 
h^ clMms i$om his ancestors, end ih>m the 
m ;li2ie hoi^uT&nf theRomsn purple* The 
smi^.eQntrofeit^ re\4^edm the reis^ of the Othps ; and their am* 
de^ih^^’ in lively coloum, the insolence of the Eysantine 
cojurtX^) . 3i1^.6ioeks adeoted ^ despise the povertjr and h^orance of 
the Fxahkaa^Baxoos ; and in theur last dedme refused to prostitute 
to the kii^ of perinaay the title of Rnmoa emperors* 

Thesn. emp^rsu m the election of the popes, continued to exercise 
the P( 0 «;er 8 ^icb had heen assumed by the Gothic and Grecian princes ; 
and the impoijtanca ^ this preroffatire increased vith the temporal 
estate and spTritu4juids41ctioa of ^ Roman church. In the Christian 
aristocracy, the principal membera of thp clergy stUl formed a senate to 
assist .the administrauan, and to supply the vacancy, of the bishop* 
llome waa diylded ioto^t»renty*eight parishes, and earn pariah was go- 
verned by a cardinal priest or presbyter, a title which, however common 
and medpst in its.onain, has aspired to emulate the purple of kings. 
Their xiumbeir was enlorg^ by the association of the seven deacons of 
the most consi^rable hospitals, the seven palatine judges of the Lateran, 
and some dignitaries of the cburdi, The ecclesiastical senate was di- 
rected by the, seven fwrdinal-bishops of the Roman poyince, who were 
less occupied in the superb diocessesof Ostia, Porto, Velitree, Tusculum, 
PrsBueste, 'fibur, anp the Sabines, than by their wedcly service in the 
Caterau, a^ tliu^r euperipr share in the honours and authority of the 
apostolic see. On the death of the pope, these bishops recommended a 
successor to the suffrage of the college of cardinals, (3) and their choice 
was ratiffed or rejected by the applause or clamour of the Roman peo- 
ple* But the election was imperfect ; nor could the pontiff be le^lly 
consecrated till the emperor, the advocate of the church, had graciously 
signifie<i his approbation and consent. The royal commissioner ex- 
amined, <»n the spot, the form and freedom of the proceedings : nor was 
it, tin after a previous scrutiny into tbe qiialiftcations of the candidates, 
that ho accepted an oath of fidelity, and confirmed the donations whic^h 
had suoccfisively’ enriched the patrimony of St. Peter. In the frequent 
schisma, the tival chiims were submitted to the sentence of the em- 
perqr^ and iji a synod of bishops he presumed to judge, to condemn, and 
to poi^ish, the crimes of a guilty pontiff. Otho 1. imposed a treaty on 
the and popple, who engaged to prefer the candidate most ac- 

oeptible to his majesty ;(4) his successors anticipated or prevented their 


(1) ^ ibscpifUe in Psratipomena, of the anonjmqnB writer of $ale» no. (Script, itel. topi, 
if. III. W— 254. c« 9^107.) whom SSfOniut (A. p. 87I. po. 5l~71 ) loUtook 

Brcpfiiip^>heh he transcribed it In bis Atiiisl^ 

(Ij t|nl| lhiiif£v<fs,'oou Imperatorem id* tst Bao-tXra snilinguft, sedob iiidigoaUoneqs r» 7 a. 
id esi r^€ni nostrt tiotprapd. in Lecat. in Scr^ipt. Ital. tom. pais I. p. 479.; 

Tbe Istd dahsned Nldephofns, anperor of tbe Greeks, to mate peace vitb Otbo, the 
ausMst inscriptlo secundum Oitecoi peccatria et teniertrla . . . 

ifdf^rSidr^ to^ufa, Hm^fforum, Jugustum, magnum, soium, Nice, 

phorum. CP‘ ) 

(3) tbe bHsip and^ pT^ress of tbe titir of cai‘4inal may be foond io Thomuiin ; (Dh- 
cipime u'^lfse. tom. i. V 7^261 MuirStAlri, (Autiqultat, lUliae Medii jftvi, tom. v). 


dissert, la), p l^~l^.yapd Uostaetm, anstlm^. Hha. Bctlcs. p* who accaraieiy 

p.sn|ei,o1f ■ 


^ -jshopa, sp hisbly exalted by 

lipAtU»« 0u»ia liV m level with the revt of the sic red c«n«#o. 

Fifnuter jarautes. nuiiquani se papmii electuros ant ordinaturos. prteier consensum et 
etectluMem Osh'ontf et STU Sat. (Lbtpnnid, lin. vi. c. G. p. 47'^.) This imjiorupt conces. 
sioa may e)lber anppfy or condrpi tbe decree of the cterm^ and people of Rome, so fiercely 
i^ected by Caibnius, Pagt, and Mbrateil, (A, D. 964.) and so well defended and explAiiied 
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choice; th^ bestowed the Roman benefice, like the bislto^cs of 
Cologne otr Bamberg, on their chancellors or preceptors : and imtever 
might be the merit of a Frank or Saxon, his name suilidently attesta 
the Inter]^ition of foreign power. These acts of prerogative were 
most gpedously excused by the vicea of a popular election. The com- 
petitor who haa been excluded by the cardinals^ appealed to the pas- 
sions or avarice of the multitude: the Vatican aan the Lateran were 
stained with blood ; and most powerful senators, the marquises of 
Tuscany and the counts of Tusculum, held the apcetoHc see in a long 
tind disgraceful servitude* The Roman pontiffs, of the ninth and tenth 
centuries, were insulted,* imprisoned, and murdered, by their tyrants ; 
and such was their indigence after the loss and usurpation of the eecle- 
siiutical patrimonies, that they could neither suprort the state of a 
prince, nor exercise the charity of a priest.(i) The influence of two 
sister prostitutes, Marozia and Theodora, was founded on their wealth 
and beauty, their political and amorous intrigues : the most strenuous 
of their lovers was rewarded with the Roman mitre, and their r6ign(S) 
may have suggested to the darker age8(3) the fable(4) of a female 
pope.(i5) The bas.ard son, the grandson, and the great grandson, of 
Marozia, a rare genealogy, were seated in the chair of St. Peter, and it 
was at the ^e of nineteen years that the second of these became the 
head of the Latin diurch. His youth and manhood were of a suitalile 
complexion ; and the nations of pil^pdms could bear testimony to the 
charges that were urged agmnst him in a Roman synod, and in the pre- 
sence of Otho the great. As John XI J. had renounc^ the dress and 
decencies of his profession, the soldier may not perhaps be dishonoured 
by the wine which he drank, the blood that he spilt, the flames that he 
kindled, or the licentious pursuits of gaming and hunting. His open 
simony might be the consequence of distress ; and his blasphemous in- 
vocation of Jupiter and Venus, if it be true, could not possibly be 
serious. But we read with some surprise, that the worthy ^andson of 
Marozia lived in public adultery with the matrons of Rome , that the 
Lateran palace was turned into a school for prostitution, and that his 
rapes of virgins and widows had deterred the female pilgrims from 
visiting the tomb of St. Peter, lest, in the devout act they should be 


by St. Marc. (Abr/ire, tom. li. p. 808--8J6. tom. Iv. n. 1167—1185.) CoDsuIt that Iiistorlcal 
critic, and the Annato of Manitori, for the election aim cotiflrniatlon of each pope 

(1) Theoppreuioii and vicea of the Roman church In the tenth century are strongly painted 
in the history and legation of Liiitprand ; (ace p. 440. 450. 471— 476. 470, Ac ) and it is 
whimsical enough to observe Muratori tempering the invectives of Baronins against the popes. 
Rut these popes had been chosen, not by the cardinals, but by lay patrons. 

(S) J'be time of pitpe Joan fpapisan Joanna) is placed somewhat eatller than Theodora 
or Marozia; and the two years of her imaginary reign are forcibly mierted beiaecn Leo IV. 
and Benedict lit. Hut tlie contemporary Aitastasitis itiUiuoluMy links the death of Leo »tud 
the elevation of Benedict: (lilico, mox, p. 247.) and the accurate chrotiulogy of MNra* 
tori, and Leihnita, dxes both events to the year 857. 

(3) The advocates for pope Joan produce one hundred and (Ifly witnesses, or rather ech^s, 
of the fovrteentb, dfteeiitii, and sixteenth centuries ihey bear testimony against themselves 
and the legend, by multiplying the proof that so curious a story must have been repeated by 
writers of every description to wiioni it was known On those of the ninth and tenth cen- 
turies, the recent event would have dashed with a double force. Would Vhottns have spared 
such a reproach t Could Liutpratid have missed such scandal? It is scarcely worth while to 
discuss the various readlnes of Martiniis Toioiius, mgebert of Gemblours, oi even Marisnus 
Scotus ; but a most p.ilpab)e fontery Is the passage of pope Joan, which hat beta foisted into 
some MSS and editions of the Roman Anaatasins. 

(4) As falsst it deserves that name ; but I would not pronounce it Mitredibid. Suppose a 
famous French chevalier of onr own times to have been bom in liaiy, and ednested In the 
church, instead of the army . her merit or fortune might have raised her to St. Peter's chair ; 
her amours would have been natural ; her delivery In the streets milncky, hut not 
probable 

(5) Till the Reformation, the tale was repeated and Iwlieved without offence; imd Joan's 
female statue long occupied her place among the popes in the calbedral of sienna. (Pagi, 
Critica, tom iii. p. 624—626 ) She has been Anniiiilated by two lemucd Protestants, Bloii- 
del and Ra)le fDictlonnalre Critidue, Papesse, Pofaisne, Btondel) ; hut tbolr brethren were 
scandalized by this eitultaMe and generous criticism. Spanbeini aUd Mnfhut attempt to 
save this poor engine of controversy ; and even Mosbeim condescends to cherish some doubt 
and sHspioiou. (p. 
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violated by his 6uc€e8sor.(1) The protestnjita have dwelt with ma- 
licious pleasure on thii»e characters of antichrist ; but to » philosophic 
eye, the vices of the clergy «ro far less dangerous tlian their virtues. 
After a long series of scond^, the apostolic see was reformed and exalted 
b} the austerity and zeal of Gregory V^II. That arabitious monk do- 
v«te«l his life to the execution of two projects. I. To fix in the college 
of cardinals the freedom and independence of election, and for ever to 
abolish Uie right or usurpation of the emperors and the Roman people. 
11. To bestow and resume the western empire as a fief or benefice(2) of 
tbe church, and to extend his temporal dominion over kings and king- 
doms of the earth. After a oontest of fifty years, the first of these de- 
signs was accomplished by the firm support of tlie ecclesiastical order, 
>v hoHo liberty was connected with that of their ciiief. But the second 
attempt, though it was crowned with some partial and apparent success, 
Ims been vigorously resisted by the secular power, and finally extin- 
guished by the improvement of human reason. 

in tlie revival ot the empire of Rome, neither the hislmp nor the peo- 
ple could bi'stow on Charlemagne or Otho, the proviimes whi(;h were 
lost, a,s they had been won, by the chance of arms. But the Romans 
were free to choose a master foi* themselves ; and the powers u JiicJi had 
been delegated to the patrician, wei'e irrevocfibly granted to the French 
and Saxon emperors of tbe west. The broken records of the times ( 3 ) 
preserve some remembrance of their ])alace, their mint, their tribunrd, 
then edicts, and the sword of justice, which, as late as the thii*t<*.entn 
i^eutury, was derived from Ciesar to the prefect of the city .( 4 ) Between 
the arts of the pope** and the violence of the people, this supremacy was 
Cl allied and annihilated. Content with the titles of emperor and Augus- 
tus, the buccessors of Charlemagne neglected to n.sseit this local juris- 
diction, In the hour of prosperity, their ambition was diverted hy more 
alluring objects; and in the decay and division of the empire, they were 
ojipressed by the defence of tlieir hereditary provinces. Amiif^t the 
nuns of Italy, the famous Marozia invited one of the usurpers to assume 
the ciicijdcter of her third hubhand ; and Hugh, King of Burgundy, ivas 
intioduced hy her faction into the mole of Hadiian or castlo of St. 
Angelo, wliicli commands the principal bridge and entrance of Romo. 
Her son hy the first maniage, AUieric, was e,oinpelied to attend at the 
nuptial banquet; buiiiis reluctant and ungi'acefnJ service w,is cha.stised 
w itli a blow by liia new father. The blow was productive of a revolu- 
lion. Romans,’* exclaimed the youth, once you were the masters 
of the world, and these Burgundians the luo^t aliject of your slaves. 
'I’liey now reign, these voracjous and brutal .ravages, and my injuiy 
“is the eonmienceinent of your KerviUide.*\a) 'I’lie alarum-hell was 
luiig to arms in every quarter of the city ; the Ihugnndians retreated 
watfi fiastc and shame ; Mai'ozia was iiuprit»oiicd hy her victorious son ; 
and hio biotlier, pope John XI., was ^’educed to the exercise of his spi- 

<i) Lau^ipiiense paUtiiim .... prostibuliiiu nwretiutiai .... Tvutiji oiiiiwiini e^nhjwn, 
Dranrrqnam Koniauoiuin, ahsentm inulieiiwn, cjuai sanctuiian apostoiortitii Ijitiinaor/iiiiii 
tinient viR«ie, cum iiuiimillas iintedars p:iucri&, |]unCiindieiititcuii|(i^<u.is vidiias, virginett vi o)i- 
(Liutpraiiil, Hal. lib. vi. c. 6 p 471. Sec Uie wiiutc .iflair ol Jobii XU. p. 471 

- - *76 ) 

ri) A new example ofihe mischief of cqiuvocanon is t'lf hmefni'tm Cllnr.ingr, tom \ p. 
M7, Ac ; whirb Ibe pope confer r.d «u ibe einp* i«r Fu'deut I ili#* lutin uord may 

mijr eithei a fli-i, t>r a >oiiip1r fa\onr, an nb'mation, (wo want rlie woiil bxenjitit ) 
ScbiiUrlt, Hist des Aik’inaiidic, urn in n. J98 ~40S I'leiiei, Abu'g^' chronolta^iquej torn. 

I sne. 317. r»2i 420 470. m .''>05 509. Ac 

Foi fbe liistnr> of the ciiipviorii iii Uofiic and Ihiiv. see *>*4oniiia <te Uegno Ifalia*, Opp, 
lotii 11 tMth tiie notes of baxios, ami tbe ArituN of who tni^iu reler more disttnctiy 

u» fl.c nntiiois ol I IS j'liMt oliccilf.ii. 

I J; see the |ii8Hri.uioii of Le litancat the end of hi» Treatise (FrH MonnOjt» do iraitcc, in 
ul.ii h lit> produce. MUiie Uotnan coins of tbe I urn b « (iipi lors 

Roinanonan aiiqiii.ip ' 0 B«rvl, scilicet iMiraumlioih •», lUunanis iiii|H‘reiiH . Homana: 
ii'his diuiiu.is ad t.ti.uin cm stnliituin dtota, iit nieicltiuini tiiain uitpooo partatl (LiiiU 
ptaiail, hh. III. c. 12 p 450 ) $iK«muis (hti vi p 400 ) poBiiively .ilbruis ihe renovation ot 
the (.onsuleliip, but iii the oiUwiiteis Alhencm is more Ireqiiciitly si)kd priiiteps Roma' 
iioniin 

Vot.. III. (; c 
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ritual functions. With the title of prince, Alberic possessed abovo 
twenty years the government of Rome, and he ia said to have graii fieri 
the popular prejudice, by restoring the office, or at least the title, of 
consuls and tribunes. Ilia son and heir Octavhin assumed, with the 
pontiheate, the name of John XII. : like his predecessor, he was pro- 
voked by the Lombard princes to seek, a deliverer for the church and 
republic ; and the services of Otho were rewarded with the imperial 
dignity. But the Saxon was imperious, the Romans were impatient, 
the festival of the coronation was disturbed by the secret coimict of 
prerogative and freedom, and Otho commanded his sword-bearer not to 
stir from his person, lest he should be assaulted and murdered at the 
foot of the altar.(l) Before he repassed the Alps, the emperor chas- 
tised the revolt of the people, and the ingratitude of John XII. The 
pope was degraded in a synod ; the prefect was mounted on dn ass, 
whipped through the city, and cast into a dungeon ; thirteen of the 
moht guilty were hanged, otiiers were mutilated or banished ; and tliis 
severe process was justified by the ancient laws of Theodosius and Jus- 
tinian. The voice of fame has accused the second Otho of a perfidious 
and bloody act, the massacre of the senators, whom he had invited to 
his table under the fair semblance of hospitality and friendshi{).(2) In 
the minority of his son Otho III., Rome made a bold attempt to shake 
off the Saxon yoke, and the consul Crescentius was the Brutus of the 
i^public. From the condition of a subject and an exile, he twice rose 
to the command of the city, oppressed, expelled, and created, the popes, 
and formed a conspiracy fur restof ng the authority of the Greek em- 
perors. In the fortress of St. Angelo, he maintaineu an obstinate siege, 
till the unfortunate consul was betrayed by a promise of safety : Iiis 
body was suspended on a gibbet, and his head was exposeil on the bat- 
tlements of the castle. By a reverse of fortune, Otho, after separating 
his troops, was besieged three clays, without food in his palace ; and a 
disgraceful escape saved him from the justice or fury of the Romans. 
'J'he senator Btolemy was the leader of the people, and the widow of 
Crescentius enjoyed the pleasure or the fame of revenging her husband 
by a poison which she administered to her imperial lover. It was the 
design of Otho III. to abandon the ruder countries of the north, to 
erect his throne in Italy, and to revive the institutions of the Roman 
monarchy. But his successors only once in their li\ es appeared on the 
banks of the Tiber, to receivo their crown in the Vatican. (3) Their 
ahsence was contemptible, their presence odious and formidable. They 
descended from the Alps, at the head of their Barbarians, who wore 
Strangers and enemies to tho country ; and their transient visit was 
scene of tumult and bloodsbed.(4) A faint remembrance of their an- , 
cestors still tormented tho Romans ; and they beheld witli pious indig-*" 
nation the succession of Saxons, Franks, Swabians, and lh»Scinians, 
who usurped the purple and prerogatives of the CJ esars. 

There is nothing i»erhaps more adverse to nature and reason, than to 
hold in obedience remote countries and foreign nations, in opposition to 
their inclination and interest. A torrent of Barbarians may pass over 
the earth, but an exteusive empire must be supported by a renned sys- 

(1) nitmur, p. apiHl .Sclnnidt, (om. lil p. 439, 

(2) rijin bloody teaaf is <le'-crU>f d iii Kcdintic ver*e in the Civtitbmi of Godfrey of Viterbo 
escript. fiat tom 1.11 p. 437 w ho fiotirusiicd towards the end of the tneftih coiitiiiy 
C^hficiuft, liildiot Latin, iiied. et luhiiii yKvi, torn iii. p 09 edit. Maust}; but ha evidence 
wuldfa imposed on .Siffonnis, is rrnsonabiy suspected by Minatori (A. mall, tom viii p. 177 ) 

(S) *1 he coronation of the einpcior, i mi s«>uie oii^inat cctcntoiiies ot the tenth century, aic 
preserved in the Canc^yric on nt‘ic:)|i;ariits (Sciipt lial. torn u, pars 1 40^-411 ), illnsUated 
by the notes of Hadiiaii, Vdlesius, uitd Lcitmitz .St|;ouius has feinted the wlmte process nt 
the llouiHti expedition in good jL«tin, but with sonic errors of iliric and fact (Jib. vi p, 44i 
-446 >. 

(4) In a quarrel at the coronation of tonrad II. Miirntorl takes leave to otiserve— doveano 
ben essere alioM, iiidisciplijiau, Sarbatlo, ITedeschi. Inna! toin vjii p. 368. 
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tern of policy and oppression ; In the centre^ an absolute power, prompt 
jji acti<m, and riclt in resources ; a swift and easy communtcation witli 
the extreme parts : fortifications to chock the first effort of rebellion : a 
repnilar administration to protect and punisii ; and a well’-disciplinod ar- 
my to inspire fear, withou^rovokingdiscontentand despair. Far difibrent 
was the situation of the Gferman Cflssars, who were ambitious to enslave 
the kingdom of Italy. Their patrimonial estates wore stretched along 
the Rliine, or scattered in the provinces ; but this ample domain was 
alienated by the imprudence or distress of successive princes ; and their 
revenue from minute and vexatious prerocatiye, was scarcely sufficient 
for the maintenance of their household. Their troops were formed by 
the legal or voluntary service of their feudal vassals, who passed tJio 
Alps with reluctance, assumed the licence of rapine and disorder, and ca- 
pricifuisly deserted before the end of the campaign. Wliole armies were 
svvept away by the pestilential influence of the climate: the, survivors 
brought hack the hones of their princes and nobles, (1 ) and the effects of 
their own intemperance were often imputed to the treachery and mali(*c of 
the Italians, ivho rejoiced at least in the ciJamities of the Barbarians. 
'I'his irregular tyranny might contend on ecpial terms with the petty 
l)'rants of Italy ; nor can the people, or the reader, he much interested 
in the event oi the quarrel. But in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, 
the Lombards rekindled the flame of industry and fi*cedoin ; and the 
generous example was at len^li imitated by the I'epublics of 'fuscan^. 
In the Italian cities a municipal government had never been totally 
al)oiished ; and their first privileges were granted by the favour and 
policy of the emperors, who were desirous of erecting a jdeheian harrier 
agfjinst the independence of the nobles. But their rapid progress, the 
daily extension of their power and pretensions, were founded on the 
numbers and spirit of tnese rising communities.(2) Each city filled 
the measure of her diocess or district : the jurisdiction of the counts 
and bishops, of the marquises and counts, was banished from the land ; 
and the proudest nobles were persuaded or compelled to desert their 
solitary castles, and to embrace the more honourable character of free- 
men and magistrates. The legislative aulhoi Ity was inlierent in the 
general assembly ; but the executive powers were intrusted to three 
cimsiils, annually chosen from the three orders of captains, vnlvax-- 
and commons, into which the republic was divided. Under the 
protection of equal law, the labours of commerce and agidculture were 
gradually revived; but the martial spirit of the Lombards was nourish- 
ed by the presence of ilanger ; and as often as the hell was rung, or the 
.standard (4) erected, the ^tes of the city poured forth a numerous and 
intrepid band, whose zeal in their own cause was soon guided by the 
use and discipline of arms. At the foot of these popular ramparts, the 
))ride o^* the Caosars was overthrown ; and the invincible genius of li- 
berty prevailed over the two Frederics, the greatest princes of the 
mtd^e age : the first, superior perhaps in military prowess ; the sec(>nd, 
who undoubtedly excelled in the softer accomplishments of peace and 
learning. 

(l) After hoUinR away tl»e flcali. Tbe caldrons ft>r that purpose were^a necessary pl«'ce of 
f lavclUiis tiiriiiltire , and 4 oerruan who was u&iiik it for hia brother, promised it to fl friend, 
attci h should have Ix’eii einpioytJ lor himself (Sclirnidt. tom iii. p< iSi.), 1 ho same 
.icithur observes th.iL clip whole Sstxon line was extiiignisbed in fp.iy (torn { p. 410 ) 

(ii) <»tho, bishop of Friiisiii?eu, has left an important passage 011 the Italian titles (lib. II. 

13 m Sciipt. Ital tom vt p- 707-710 ); and the ilse, pioarm, and Kovcrnmeiit, of these 
lepiiblics are pertcrtl) illnslratc d by Miiratoii ( Viitiqiiltat. Hat. Medii /fcvi, ixuii. iv disseit. 
4.» -02 p } -013. Acmal tom h—lO). 

(3j tor these lilies, sec Selden ( rules of Honour, vol. hi part 1 p 4SS ), i)iiraiis;e (Gloss. 

1 .itiu. tom. li. |>. 110 ioiii. VI. p 77^')f a»d bt. Marc (Abrt.|»e Chroiiologt(|iie, tom il. p. 

710 ) 

(4) Uie Lombards Inveuleci and used tlic car^rium, a standard planted on a car or waggon, 
drawn by a team of oxen (imcauitc, tom. li. p. 194, 195. Mnrato, Antl4]ultat. torn. if. dis. 36. 
p. 4ai)*-493.). 
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Ambitious of restoring the honours of the purple, Frederic I. invaded 
the republics of Lombardy, with the arts of a statesman, the valour of 
a soldier, and the cruelty of a tyrant. Tho recent discovery of tiie 
l*andects had renewed a science most favourable to despotism ; and his 
venal advocates proclaimed the emperor the absolute master of the lives 
and properties of hb subjects. His royal prero^tives, in a less odious 
sense, were acknowledged in the diet of Ronc^ia ; and the revenue of 
Italy was hxed at thirty thousand pounds of 8ilver,(l) which were mub 
ti plied to an indefinite demand, by the rapine of the fiscal officers. The 
obstinate cities were reduced by the terror or force of his arms ; his 
captives were delivered to the executioner, or shot from his militaiy en- 
gines ; and, after the siege and surrender of Milan, the buildings of that 
stately capital were rased to the ground ; three hundred hostages were 
sent into Germany, and the inhabitants were dispersed in four villages, 
under the yoke of the inflexible conqueror.(2) But Milan soon rose 
from her ashes ; and the lea^e of Lombardy was cemented by distress : 
their cause was espoused by Venice, Pope Alexander HI., and the Greek 
emperor : the fabric of oppression was overturned in a day ; and in 
the treaty of Coustance, Frederic subscribed, with some reservations, 
the freedom of four-and-twonty cities. His grandson contended with 
their vigour and maturity ; but Frederic 11.(3) was endowed with some 
personal and peculiar advantages. His birth and education rocom- 
irieuded him to the Italians ; nnd ir the implacable discord of tlie two 
factjr)ns, the Ghibelins were attached to the emperor, while the Guelfs 
displayed the banner of liberty and the ' hurch. The court of Rome had 
slumbered, when his father Henry VI. was permitted to unite with the 
empire the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ; and from these hereditary 
realms, the son derived an ample and ready supply of troops and trea- 
fiurt'. Yet Frederic II. was finally oppressed by the arms of the Lom- 
bards and the thunder.s of the Vatican ; his kingdom was given to a 
stranger, and the last of his family was beheaded at Naples on a public 
ficalFold. During sixty years, no emperor appeared in Italy, and the 
name u as remembered only by the ignominious sale of tho last relics of 
sovereignty. 

The Barbarian conquerors of th$ west were pleased to decorate tbeir 
chief with the title of emperor; but it was not their design to invest 
him with tho despotism of C'onstantine and Justinian. The persons of 
the Germans were free, tlieir conquests were their own, and their na- 
tional character was animated by a spirit which scorned the servile 
jurisprudence of the new or the ancient Roman. It would have been a 
vain and dangerous attempt to impose a monarch on the armed free- 
men, who were impatient of a magistrate; on the hold, who refused lo 
obey ; on the powerful, who aspired to copnmand. Tho empire of 
Charlemagne and Otho was distributed among the dnkes of the u.'tions 
or provinces, the counts of the smaller districts, and the margraves of 
the marches or frontiers, w ho all united the civil and military autburity 
as it had been delegated to tho lieutenants of the first C'a^sars. The 
Roman governor**, who, for the most part, w'ere soldiers of fortune, 
seduced their mercenary legions, assumed tho inqieri^d purple, anrl 
either failed or succeeded in their revolt, without wounding the power 
and unity of government. If the dukes, margraves, ana counts, of 
Germany were less audacious in their claims, the consequences of their 
success were more* lasting and pernicious to the state. Instead of aiming 
at the supreme rank, they silently laboured to establish and appro]>riate 

(1) Guiuber Ui;nrmii9, i)b. vili SS-l.^tDcq apiid Srtimidt, tom. in. p 590 

(2) Solus imperator siiam rtriiMvu ut pciram. Kxcidio Mediolani, 

Srnpt leal. torn, vi, p. .917.) Ihi» voIumh* o! Mitiaion coiitrtiii^ Uie oiigmah of tlie history 
ol Frvderlc I, which must he contpared with due regai’d i« ihe circumstances and prejudices 
of each Oerman or Lomtuird wnier. 

(3) For the history of Frederic II and the house of .Swabia at Naples, see Giannoiie^ 
Istoiia civile, tom ii. hb xiv-xU 
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thear proviinc^al independence. Their ambition were seconded by the 
M ci^ht of their estates and vassals, their mutual example and support, 
the common interest of the subordinate nobility, the change of princes 
and families, the minorities of Otho 111. and lleory IV., the ambition 
of the popes, and the vain ptirsuits of the fugitive crowns of Italy and 
Home. All the attributes of regal and territorial jurisdiction were 
graduaUy usurped by the commanders of the provinces ; the right of 
})eace and war, of life and death, of coinage and taxation, of foreign 
alliance and domestic economy. Whatever had been seized by violence, 
w;is ratified by favour or distress, was granted as tlie price of a doubtful 
vote or a voluntary service ; whatever had been granted to one, could 
not, witJi(»ut injury, be denied to his successor or equal ; and every act 
of lov«il or temporary possession was insensibly moulded into the consti- 
tution of the Germanic kingdom. In every province, the visible pre- 
sence of the duke or count was interposed between the throne and the 
nobles ; tlie subjects of the law became the vassals of a private cliief ; 
and the standard, which he received from his sovereign, was often raised 
ag.ii list him in the field. The temporal jiowerof the clergy was clierisli- 
ed and exalted by the superstition or policy of the Carlovingian and 
Saxon dynasties, who blindly depended on their moderation and fidelity; 
and the hisliojirii's of Germany were made equal in extent and privilege, 
superior in wealth and jiopuiation, to tlie most ample states of the mili- 
tary order. As long as the emperors retained tlie prerogative of be- 
stow mg on every vacancy these eccieHiar,tic and secular benefices, tlfeir 
cause was maintained by the gratitude or ambition of their friends and 
favourites. Rut in the quarrtd of the niv{‘stituies, they were derived 
of their influence over the episcopal chapters ; the freedom of election 
was restored, and the sovereign was redui’ed, by a solemn mockery, to 
his fnstpiayeis, the recommendation, once in his reign, to a single pre- 
bend in each church. The secular governors, instead of being rec^illed 
at the will of a buperior, could he degraded only by the soiiteucoof their 
peers. In the first age of the monarchy, the appointment of the son 
to the duchy or county of his father, was solicited as a favour ; it was 
gradii.'illy obtained as a custom, and extorted as a right : the lineal succes- 
.sion was often extended to the collateral or female branches ; the states 
of the empire (their popular, and at length their legal appellation) were 
divided and alienated by testament and sale; and all idea of a pub- 
lic trust was lost in that of a private and perpetual inheiitance. Tlie 
emperor could not even be enriched by the casualties of forfeiture and 
extinction : within the term of a year, he was obliged to dispose of the 
vacant fief, and in the clioice of the candidate, it was his duty to consult 
either the general or the jiroviiicial diet. 

After the death of Frederic 11. Germany was left a monster with a 
bundled beads. A crowd of princes and prelates disputed the ruins of 
the empire ; the lords of the innumerable castles were less prone to obey, 
than to imitate, their superiors ; and accorchng to the measure of their 
strength, their incessant hostilities rcceivcfl tlie names of conquest or 
robliory. Such anarchy was the inevitable consecpiencc of the laws 
and maii.iers of Europe ; and the kingdoms of France and Italy w ere 
bid vered into fragments by the violence of the same tempest. But the 
Italian cities and the French vassals were divided and destroyed, whild 
the union of the Germans had produced, under the name of an empire, 
a great system of a federative republic. In the frequent, and at last 
tlio perpetual, institution of diets, a national spirit was kept alive, and 
the powers of a common legislature are still exerrised by the three 
branches ur collides of the electors, tlie princes, ami the free and im- 
perial cities of Germany. I. Seven of the most powerful feudatories 
w ere permitted to asburnc, with a di^.tinguishednamo and rank, tlie ex- 
clusive privilege of choosing the Roman emperor ; and these electors 
were the king of Bolieniia, the duke of Stixony, the margrave of Bran* 
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denbur^h^ the count palatine of tfic Rlilne^ and the three archbiehope 
of Mcntz, of Treves, and of Cologne. IL The college of princes and 
j>relates purged themselves of a promiscuous multitude : they reduced to 
four representative votes, the long series of independent counts, and ex- 
<!l(ided the nobles or equestrian order, sixty thousand of whom, as in the 
Polish diets, had appeared on horseback in the held of eleettion. III. 
Tlie pride of birth and dominion, of the sword and the mitre, wisely 
iulopted the commons as the third branch of the legislature, itnd, in the 
progress of society, they were introduced about the same era into the 
national assemblies of France, England, and Germany. The Hanseatic; 
league commanded the trmle and navigation of the north : the con- 
federates of the lUiino secured the peace and intercourse of tlie inland 
country : the influence of the cities has been adequate to their wealtli 
and policy, and their negiative still invalidates the acts of the two su- 
perior colleges of electors and princes.(l) 

It is in the fourteenth century, that we view in the strongest 
liglii the state and contrast of the Homan empire of Germany, whicli 
no longer licld, except on the borders of the Hhine and Danube, a 
single province of Trajan or (Constantine. Their unworthy succcssoi's 
were the counts of Hajisluirg, of Nassau, of Luxemburgh, and of 
Schwartzenburgh: the emperor Henry VII. pro<;iired for his son the 
Cl own of Dolieinia, and hn grandson Charles IV. was horn among a 
people, striinge and harharuub in tiie estimation of tho Germans thoni- 
hcl'es.(‘^) After the excommunication of Lewis of Bavaria, he received 
the gift or promise the vacant enqire from the Roman pontifls, who, 
in the exile and captivity of Avignon, afl’ected the dominion of the eartli. 
The death of his competitors united the electoral college, and Charles 
was unaiiimouhly saluted king of the Romans, aOd future emperor: a 
title which in tho same age was prostituted to the Ciesars of Germany 
and Greece. Tlie German emperor was no more than the elective anil 
impotent magistrate of an aristocracy of princes, who had not left him 
a village that he miglit call his own. His best prerogative was tho 
right of presiding and proposing in tho national senate, which was con- 
vened at his summons ; and his native kingdom of Bohemia, less opu- 
lent tli.in the luljacent city of Niiremburg was the firmest seat of Ids 
}»ower and the richest source of Ids revenue. The army with wliich lie 
passed the Alps consisted of three hundred horse. In the cathedral of 
fc>t. Andn-ose, (Jbarles was crowned with the iron crown, which tradition 
ascrilied to the Lombard inoiiaivhy ; but he was admitted only with a 

t ieaceful train; tho gates of tho city were shut upon him; and the 
dug of Italy w'as* litdtl a captive by tho arms of the Visconti, whom he 
confirmed in the sovereignty t)f Milan, In tho Vatican Ite was again 
crowned with Uio fjnhUrt crown of tlie empire; but, in obedieuco to .a 
secret treaty, tlic llmnan #‘m]>eror immedi.itely wil/ulrew, witliout re- 
posing a single rdgbt w itbin tlie walls of Rome. Tho eloquent Pe- 
lrarchr,(3) whose fancy revived tho visionary glories of the Capitol, do- 


0) l» the liiimcnLe labyrinth <>f the 7/4 j pubHt am of (.einiaii) I either quote tuit 
wiber ur a thonsatid , and i lind ntbei tru»t tu one faitbliii gntde, than iranstrihe, tni credit, 
a iiiiiltitiide ol names and pnii&aqei«. That guide is M. Plellet, the ant hoi of the best legal and 
cnusiitiitioiial history that 1 know ol any toautiy (N'onvel Ahretto Cliroiiologiqiie de rilUtoiru 
ct dn llioit PnhUc d'AlIeinagne, Paiia, 1771>, " vols in Ho) Ui- Itarniiisj and jiidt'iiieiit have 
discerned the most liitqrcetiiitt fatt'i, Jiis simple Inevity loiitpii^es tlieut iii a narrow Mpaee , 
ins cliroiiolo^linl order dial iibiites them nndei the ptopoi dates, and an elaborate index lol 
lettb (hriri tnidei their heads I0 this woik, in a iess perteci ^lato. Dr. KolierCsoii 

was qratcfiiny ludelited tor tliut untsteiU sKeU h wiitcli traces even the moilern chant>es ol the 
DeriiuniL hodv. The Corpus Historian Ocimaiiica' of .Siiiivitia has hern likewise cousnlted, 
liic more nstrnllji, as that huge compilation is lorlitU'd in e^ery pnse with the oit^inat texts. 

(‘2) Yet pnsonallif, tliarirbiv, must not he consideieii as a Caihntan. Aliei liisediua. 
ttnn at I’aiis, he lecoxered the use ot vhe llolieitiiaii, hn> iMitve, idiom , and the ciiipeior 
(on\eised and wiote with eqiul ta< ilitv in rrentli, latin, Itnli.iti, and (.ennaii (Sriiivins, 
p dl.V, (il(3 ) retnircb always icpieserits Imn as a |hiIiU- and U.iriied piitue. 

(1) H< Sides the Oeiman .uid lUdiaii Insloilans, the exptdiUon of CliarUs IV ti, iMinled lit 
hxely and orisinal colours in the curious Meiuoiies eur la Vie de Vetrarqiie, tom. tii p JTTi-. 
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plores and upliraida the ignominious flight of the Bohemian ; and even 
liifo coiitemporarid^ could observe, that the sole exercise of his autho- 
rity uas in the lucrative sale of privileges and titles. The gold of 
Italy secured the electiou of his son ; but such was the shameful poverty 
of the Human emperor, that his person was arrested by a butcher in 
the streets of Worms, and was detained in the public inn, as a pledge 
or hobtjige for the paj^ent of his expenses. 

From this humiliating scene, let us turn to the apparent majesty of 
the same Charles in the diets of the empire. The golden buH, wliich 
fixes the Germanic constitution, is promulgated in the style of a sove- 
reign and legislator. A hundred princes bowed before his throne, and 
evalted their own dignity by the voluntary honours which they yielded 
to their chief or minister. At the royal bampiet, the hereditary great 
«)llicers, the seven electors, who in rank and title were equal to kings, 
performed their solemn and domestic service of the palace. The seals 
of the trijjle kingdom were borne in state by the archbishops of Montz, 
( ‘ologne, and Treves, the perpetual arch-chancellors of Germany, Italy, 
and Arles. The great marshal, on horseback, exercised his function 
with a silver measure of oats, wliicli he emptied on the ground, and 
immediately dismounted to regulate the order of the ^lests. The great 
Btewiird, the count piJatine of the Rhine, placed the dishes on the table. 
The great chamberlain, the margrave of Brandenburg, presented, after 
the repast, the golden cw er and basin, to wash. The king of Hoh(>mia, 
as great cupbearer, was represented by the emperor's brother, the duke 
of Luxenhurgh and Brabant ; and the procession was closed by tho 
great huntsman, who introduced a boar and a stag, with a loud cnorus 
of horns and hounds'.(l) Nor was the supremacy of the emperor con- 
fined to Germany alone ; the hereditary monarchs of Europe confessed 
the pre-eminence of his rank and dignity ; he was the fii-st of the ('hris- 
tiaii princes, the temporal head of the gi*eat republic of tho w^est :(^i) 
to his person the title of majesty was long appropriated ; and he dis- 
puted with the pope the sublime prerogative of creating kings and as- 
sembling councils. The oracle of the civil law, the learned Bartoliis, 
was a pensioner of Charles IV. and bis school resounded with the d<)c- 
trine, that the Roman emperor w^as the rightful sovereign of the eartli, 
from the rising to the setting sun. The contrary opinion was con- 
demned, not as an error, but as a liere^y, since even tlie gospel had 
pronounced, And there went forth a decree from Ciesar Augustus, 
“ that all the wwld should be taxed’'.(3) 

If w’o annihilate the interval of time and space between Augustus 
and Charles, strong and striking will be the contrast between the two 
Chesars . the Bohemian, who concealed his w'oakness under the mask 
of c»stentatlon, and the Roman, who disguised his strength under the 
semblance of modesty. At the head of Ins victorious legions, in his 
reign over the sea and land, from the Nile and Euphrates to the At- 
lantic ocean, Augustus professed himself tho servant of the state and 
the equal of his fellow-citizens. The conqueror of Home and her pro- 
vinces assumed the popular and legal form t'f a censor, a consul, and a 
tribune. His will was the Jaw of mankind, but in the declaration of 
his laws he borrowed the voice of the senate and people ; and, from 
their decrees, their master accepted /ind renewed his temporary com- 
mibslon to administer to tho republic. In his dress, his domestics,(4>) 


by tlie abbi de Sadt', whose prolixity Ii.ia never been ?dam(*d by »i»v of taste and 

C(ii.osU) 

(1) Sec tlif wbolc reretnoiiv in Mmvlus, p. GiTl 

C’J) Ihe n public of Pp ope, with the pope auU emperor at it- be.u'*, w ,s nevei repre- 
siiitedwitli more dignity than in the council of Louoiancc Si., tcuiaiu’k Ilibtoiv of that 
as:>eiiibly. 

(i’ll OMViii.'iy Ongiuea JuriP t p IGs 

(4) Six tlioiisaiiil lino b.tvr been di!»(u\ereJ of the shives and liecdmen uf Auvtotus ahd 
Livia. 8o minute wan Ute divbioii uf otbcu, that one slave was appointed to weigh the wool 
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hk titUndf in ail the oflices of Bocial Ufe^ Augustus maintained the cha« 
racier of a private Roman : and his most artful flatterers respected the 
secret of his absolute and perpetual monarchy. 


CHAP. L. 

D^^ripHon of Arabia and itn inhabitants . — Birth, iharacter, and doty 
trine, of Mahomet. — lie preaches at Mecea.-^Flxes to Medina. — Pio» 
pagaiea his religion by the sword . — Voluntary or reluctant submission 
of the Arabs.^Hu death and succetsors.^'fhe claims and fortunes of 
All and his descendants. 

After pursuing above six hundred years the fleeting Ciesars of Con- 
stantinople and Germany, I now descend, in the reign of fleraclius^ on 
the eastern borders of the Greek monarchy. While the state was ex- 
hansted by the Persian war, and the church was distracted by the Nes- 
torian and Monophysite sects, Mahomet, with the sword in one hand 
and the Koran in the other, erected his throne on the ruins tif Cliris- 
tiaiiity and of Rome. The genius of the Arabian prophet, the manners 
of liis nation, and the spirit of his religion, involve the causes of the 
declino Jind fall of the eastern empire ; and our eyes are curiously in- 
tent on one of the most memorable « evolutions winch have impressed a 
new and lasting character on the nat ms of the globe.(l) 

111 the vacant space between Persia, Syria, Egypt, and Ethiopia, 
the Arabian pcninsula(9) may be conceived as a triangle of spacious 
but irregular dimensions. From the northern point of Beles (3) on 
the Euphrates, a lino of fifteen hundred miles is terminated by the 
straits of Babolmandel and the land of frankincense. About half 
tliirt length may be allowed for the middle breadth from east to 
west, from llassora to Suez, from the Persian gulph to the Red 
Sea.(l.) The sides of the triangle are gradually enlarged, and tho 
southern basis presents a front of a thousand miles to tho Indian ocean. 

-which was spun by the empreai’B maids, aiiotlirr for the care of her tap d«?, <6c. (Canurc 
SepoU hrale, Stt. by Uiancbini Extract of his work, m the Oibhulheqiic Italique, tom iv. p. 
17'3. Hh Flo{;e, by rorieeriellc, tom. \i, p. .150 ) Uut these servants were of the same laiik, 
and possibly iioi, more iiiimerous than those of Polliu or Lentulus They only prove the gtuc' 
ral riches of the city. 

O) As III this and the foMowiii^f chapter I shait display much Aiahic tearnbiji;, 1 niiist pro 
fess niy total i]i:iioratice of tlio oriental toiiyucs, and my gratitude to the learned inti ipreteii, 
who have traiisfiiscd their b< icnce into the latln, French, and English languages. Jheir c«>l- 
Jei lions, versions, and histones, I shall occastonaliy notice. 

(2^ rile geiir;raph(rs ol Arabia maybe disidcd into three rlasses — 1 ( Jie f/r. lAv md 

Anf/ns, whose progrenstve knowledge may be tniced In Agatharcldcs, fdi Man Ki hro, In 
Kudsoti, t.eograph. Minor tom. i ) {iiodnrns Mriilns, (toiri. t. lib. rl p. 159— 1#>7 b'* t«l p. 
211-216, edit. Wesseling) bliabo, (lib. x\l. p U12-11H. from fratosthents, p 11-^ -1152. 
Irom 4riernidoias) Dion^hius, CPeiicgebis, ‘r27* 969 ) Flinis, (Hist Natur. 5 12. 6 ; and 

I'toleniy ('Rescript ct l'abiil.t ('rttinm, in Hudson, torn, tii.) 2. * he Aitffni in'te i, wti« 
have treated the subject with the/eal of patriotism oi devotion the extran of PocoiK pe. 

I linen Hist Aiahum, p 12.1 -1214 ) from the tJvrtsrapity of tlmSherit al Ediixs. tender us still 
more UissatMlcd with the veisioii or ahiidgiiiciit (p 21-27 ‘tl 06 10«, (Vc il9, &.c ivtiicli 
the Maioiiitcs have published under the absurd title of Ueograpliia XiiIikiims, (Pans, 1619 ) 
blit the Latin and rreuch Iranslators, Graves, (in Hudson, tout, in ) and tfallauil, (V'oyage de 
la ealestme par la Roqne, p 265— Jld.J have opened (o us the Arabic ol Abnileda, the moat 
copious and c nrrect*acci»mt of the peninsula, whuhniiiybe enriched, however, from the 
liihlioilieqiie Oru'iitale of D'HorhHot, p. 120 et alibi pasmin. 5. nit HHuffipean /rotW/err, 
among whom Shaw (p 438—45.^ ) .lud Niebuhr (Hehcriptioii, 1773, \o^.iges, tom. » 1776) 
lieserve an hotioiiiahle distinrtioii . bust huijr (Gcoyraplne par Beilnacr, tuin vin p 416— '>10.; 
has eonipi'ed with jiid^meiit , and cl’AnvilU’s Msip»(Uibi8 Veteiibiis Notus, and Ire l».>itu* 
de I'Abu*) blioiild lie ln.((>re Uio ri.idei with his (;eugraphic Aiicieniie, t«ui »i p* 2i)S -2.11. 

(V Ahulfetl. Descript Aial*W', p 1 DMnville, rLuphmte et le Tigie, p. 19, 20. It was 
III this place, the paradise or gaiilvn ot a satinp, that Xenophon and the Gieeks (uut passed 
tho ('ll pill ates. (Aiiaha^is, lib i t 10 p. 29 edit Wells.) 

1,4) Keland has proved, uith much siipetdnoim Uarmny, 1 That our IU*d sea (the Aiahhm 
giiil) IS no more than a part of the 3A/»r/fu/'r rJw, the I 9a\aix<To of the ancicMitii, whn h 
was («i tended to the iiuletlnlte space of tlic Indl.inoitan *. lhat the syiioiiyniotis woids 
vff, Of .Ufudod to the culonr of the blacks or luegroes (Olssert. Miscdi. lotu 1. p. 

591-617 ) 
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The entire Burfeoe of the peninsula exceeds in a fourfold proportion 
that of Germany or France ; but the far greater part hna been justly 
btigmati^ed with tlie epithets of the stony and the sandy* the 

wilds of Tartary ore decKcd by the hand of nature with lofty trees and 
luxuriant hcrbag:e; and the lonesome traveller derives a sort of comfort 
and society from the presence of vegetable life. But in the dreary waste 
of Arabia^ a boundless level of sand is intersected by sharp and naked 
mountains^ and the face of the desert^ without shade or shelter, is 
scorched by the direct and intense rays of a tropical sun. Instead of 
refreshingbreezes, the winds, particularly from the south-west, diffuse a 
noxious and even deadly vapour ; the hillocks of sand, which they alter- 
nately raise aud scatter, are compared to the billows of the ocean, and 
whole caravans, whole armies, have been lost and buried in the whirl- 
wind. The common benefits of water are an object of desire and con- 
test ; and such is the scarcity of wtiod, that some art is requisite to pre- 
serve and propagate the element of fire. Arabia is destitute of naviga- 
ble rivers, which fertilize tlie soil, and convey its produce to the adjacent 
regions : the torrents that fall from the hills are imbibed by the tliirsty 
earth : the rare find hardy plants, the tamarind or the acacia* that 
strike their roots into the clefti> of the rocks, are nourished by the dews 
of the night ; a scanty supply of rain is collected in cisterns and aque- 
ducts ; the wells and springs’ are the secret treasure of the desert ; anil 
the jdlgnrn of Mecca,(l) after many a dry and sultry march, is dis- 
gusted by the taste of tlie waters* which liav'o rolled over a b6d of sul- 
phur or salt. Such is the general and genuine picture of the climate of 
Arabia. The experience of evil enhances tlie value of any local or par- 
tial enjoyments. A shady grove, a green jiasture, a stream of fresh 
water, are butficient to attract a colony of sedentary Arabs to the fortu- 
nate spots which can aifurd food and refreshment to themselves and 
their cattle, and which encourage their industry in the cultivation of the 
palm-tree and the viiae. The high lands that border on the Indimi 
ocean are distinguished by their superior plenty of wood and water ; 
the air is more teinjierate, "the fruits arc more delicious, the animals and 
the human race more nuuiertms : the fertility of the soil invites and re- 
wards the toil of the hushandnian ; and the jieculiar gifts of frankin- 
cense (2) and coffee have attnwted in different ages tJie merchants of 
the world. If it be compared with the rest of the peninsula, this se- 
questered region may truly deserve the appellation of the happy : and 
the sple/idid colouring of fancy and fiction has been suggested ty c<ui- 
trast and countenanced by distance. It was for this earthly parailiso 
tliat nature had reserved her choicest favours and her most curious 
workmanship : the incompdtible blessings of luxury and innocence were 
ascribed to tiio natives ; the soil was impregnated with gold (3) and 
gems, and both the land and sea were taught to exhale the odours of 
aromatic sweets. This division of the sandy^ the stony, and the happy ^ 
so familiar to the Greeks and Latins, is unknown to the Arabians them- 
sehes: and it is singular enough, that a country, whose language and 
inliahitarits have ever been the same, should scarcely retain a v(‘btigc of 
.uicient geography. Tlio maritime districts of JJahrem and Oman 
are opposite to the realm of Persia. The kingdom of Yemen displays 

0) In tlie tJiirtv days or gtaUons, trctvreen Cairo and Metci, ti.ere arc fifteen drstnule «f 
go<id water. See tlie roulc of tbe Hadjeea, iii Shaw’s lr,ivei», |> 477 

(2) I he ‘aroinaiirs,e8|>(>cinlty the t/it/s o» IraiihtiiLeuse, ot Aiahi.!, occupy the tweltih hook 
of eiiny. Our errat poet (ParadUi* Lost, Iib iv ) intrudticei, in a tmiile, the spicy odonia 
that ftiD bloivu by the noiCb-cast wind iroui the Sab^ean toast 

Many a , 

fMeas’d »uh the Kralefiii scitja, old Ocean 
(Pliii Hist Mall)., xii 42.) 

(3) Aitalhaicidts aUiritis, that Iiiuips of pure ^o}d were touixf, lioiii (he ki/r oi .m olive to 
ilt.it of a iiut, that iP'.ti was mice, an<l silver ten umcii the value of (dc Mari Hohro, 

C IO ) These real or liiiatouary treasures are vauishtd , and no yoJd lututs are at preaeiit 
Down 111 Arabia (Niibubr, Description, p 
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the limits^ or et least the situation, of Arabia Felix : the name of Ntffed 
is extended over tlie inland space ; and the birth of Mahomet has iUus- 
trated the province of flejag along the coast of the lied sea.(l) 

The measure of population is regulated by the means of subsistence; 
and the inhabitants of this vast peninsula might be outnumbered by tlie 
subjects of a fertile and industrious province. Along the shores of the 
Persian gulf, of the ocean, and even of the Red sea, the Jcthyophagi,(^) 
or hsh-eaters, continued to wander in quest of their precarious fo^. 
In this primitive and abject state, which ill deserves the name of so* 
ciety, the human brute, without art or laws, almost without sense or 
language, is poorly distinguislied from tho rest of the animal creatiom 
Generations and ages might roll away in silent oblivion, and the help- 
less savage was restrained from multiplying his race, by the wants and 
pursuits which confined his existence to the narrow margin of the sea- 
coast. But at an early period of antiquity the great body of the Arabs 
had emerged from this scene of misery ; and as the naked wilderness 
could not m!iintain a people of hunters, they rose at once to the more 
venire and plentiful condition of the pastoral life. The same life is 
unifoimly pursued bp the roving tribes of the desert, and in the portrait 
of the modern Jieaoweent, we may trace the features of their ances- 
tors, (3) who, in the age of Moses or Mahomet dwelt under similar tents, 
and conducted their horses, and camels, and sheep, to the same springs 
and tho same pastures. Our toil is lessened, and our wealth is in- 
creiiscd, by our dominion over the useful animals : and the Arabian 
shepherd had acquired the absolute possesbion of a faithful friend and a 
lubonous slav'e.(4) Arabia, in tho opinion of the naturalist, is the ge- 
nuine and original country of the /wrse ; the climate most propitious, 
not indee<I to the size, but to the spirit and swiftness, of that generous 
animal. The merit of the Barb, the Spanish, and the English breed, is 
derived from a mixture of Arabian blood ;(A) the Bedoweens preserve, 
with superstitious care, the honours and the memory of the purest 
race ; tlie males are sold at a high price, but the females are seldom 
alienated ; and the birth of a noble toal was esteemed among the tribes 
as a subject of joy and mutual congratulation. These horses are edu- 
cated in the tents, among the children of the Arabs, with a tender fa- 
miliarity, which trains them in the habits of gentleness and attachment. 
They nro accustomed only to walk and to gallop : their sensations are 
not blunted by the incessant abuse of the spur and the whip : their 
powers are reserved for tho moments of flight and pursuit ; but no 
sooner do they feel the touch of the hand or the stirrup, than they dart 
awav with the swiftness of the wind ; and if their friend be dismounted 
in tne rapid career, they instantly stcip till he has recovered his seat, la 
the sands of Africa and Arabia, the camel is a sacred and precious gift 

(1) Corisfilt, ppriipe, and study, tlie Spectocn mstnria Arabuin of Pocockl 16d0, 

ill ) i'he (hiit> pages of ie\t and version are extracted tiom the Dytusties ot Gie^oiy 
Abidphaia^iitB, wliicli Pocock aherward tiaiislaied (Oxuii. 1663, in 4to ): the thrt« hundred 
and rttiy'eitflit notes from a classic and oni^iiial ivurk on ilie Arabian antiqniiies. 

i'2) Arii.iii lentarks the Ictbyophagi of the coast of Hrjaz (Penpius Marts Brytlira;i, p 19 ), 
and beyond Aden (p. 13). It seems probable that the shores of the Red sea (m thelarRfbt 
sense) were octiiplcd by these savages In the time, perhaps, of tyrns ; hut 1 can hardly he* 
liuve that any cannibals were kU among Uie savages In the reign of Jiistiniau (Procop. de ttell. 
Persic hb. i c. 19 ) 

(3) See the Specimen Historic: Aiabnni of Pocork, p. 3. 5. 86, &c The journey of AI. 

d*Arvieux. iii 1664, to the caiilp of the emir of motinl Carmel (Voyage de la Palestine, Am* 
Bterdaiii, 1718.), exhibits a pleasing and original picture of the life ol the Bedoweens, wlilcli 
may be illustrated from Mehubr (Description de I'Anihle, p. .5!27—544.) and Volqey (loin. i. 
t>. ), the last and most jndn ions of onr Syrian travelleis. 

(4) Read (it is no iiiipte.ts.mt usk) the incoinparable articles of the Aorre and the tamcl, 

111 the N.itur.il History of M de. Ltutfon. 

(3) For the Arabian horses, see d’Arvieiix (p 159-173) and Niebuhr (p. H3*-144). At 
the eticf of the thirteeiifb cemmy, the horses of Naged were esteemed sure f<K)ted, those of 
Yemen strong and serviceable, those of Hejaa most noble. 1 be horses of Europe, the tenth 
and lust rtass, wore generally despi^ied, as havtna too nincb body and too little spirit (d'Hcr* 
lielot, itihliut. Orient, p. 339.) : their eireiigth was requislUto bear the weight of the knight 
and ills armour. 
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That stroni^ and patiant beast of burthen can perform, without eating 
and drinJcing, a journey of several days ; and a reservoir of l^sh water 
is preserved in a large bag, a fifth stomach of the animal, whose body is 
imprinted with the mfirks of servitude : the larger breed is capable of 
transporting a weight of a thousand pounds ; and the dromedary, of a 
lighter and more active frame, outstrips the fleetest courser in the mcc?- 
Alive or dead, almost every part of the camel is serviceable to man : her 
milk is plentiful and nutritious : the younger and tender flesh has the 
taste of veal :(1) a valuable salt is extracted from the urine : the dung 
supplies tlie aeficienc)^ of fuel ; and the long hair, which falls each 
year and is renewed, is <xiarsely manufactured into the garments, the 
liirniture, and the tents, of the Bedoweens. In the rainy seasons they 
i;onsume the rare and insufficient herbage of the desert : during the 
iie;rt3 of summer and the scarcity of winter, they remove their encanii)* 
merits to the sea-coast, the hills of Yemen, or the neighbourhood of the 
Ku]>hrates, and have often extorted the dangerous licence of visiting 
tiio banks of the Nile, and the villages of Syria and Palestine. The life 
of a wandering Arabia a life of danger and distress ; and though some- 
times, by rapine or exchange, he may appropriate the fruits of industry, 
a ju'ivate citizen in Europe is in the poj>session of more solid and pleas- 
ing luxuiy, than the proudest who marches in the field at the 

he.id f>f ten tliousand horse. 

Yet an essential difference may be found between the hordes of Scy- 
thia and the Arabian tribes, since many of the latter were collected in- 

towns, and employed in the labours of trade and agriculture. A part 
of their time and industry w.ig still devoted to the management of their 
rattle : they mingled, in peace and war, with their brethren of the desert; 
and the Bedoweens derived from their usefnl intercourse, some supply 
of their wants, and some rudiments of art and knowledge. Among the 
forty-tuo cities of Arabia,(2) enumerated by Abulfeda, the most ancient 
and populous were situate in the /lappy Yemen ; the towers of |S;tana,(3) 
and the marvellous reservoir of Morab,(4) were constructed by tlie kings 
of the Homcrites ; but their profane lustre was eclipsed by the pro- 
])hetic glories of M&i>ina(6) and Mecca,(6) near the Red sea, and at the 
<lK4auce from each other of two hundred and seventy miles. The last of 
these holy places was known to the Greeks under the name of Macoraba ; 
and the termination of the word is expressive of its greatness, which has 
not indeed, in the most flourishing period, exceeded the size and populous- 


(1) Qul carnitMia eamelornm veeci soleot odil tenncei sont, wm the opinion of an Anblan 
l>ti\4icinn. (Hocock, Spetiiuen, p BS.) Mahomet himself, who was fond of utilK, prefers the 
(ov>, and does not even nieiitiou the camel ; but the diet of Mecca, and Medina was already 
inure luxurious (tiasiiicr. Vie de Mahomet, tom. iti. p. 404 ) 

(2) Vet Marciaii of licraclea (in Perlpio, p. 16. in tom. I. Hudson, Minor Geograph.") rec* 
^ons oue hinidtcd and sixty.foiir towns tu Arabia felix. The size of the towns iingut be 
9:<jRtl the faith ot the writer ought be large. 

i3) 11 la compared by Abulfeda (lii Hudson, tom. iii. p. 61.) to Damascus, and Is still the 
letiiitciiceof the linaii ol Yemen. (Voyages de Niebuhr, torn. I p. 5.U 34S.) 8aana it twenty- 
fuiii iiaiasauns fioiu Dasar, CAbulfeda, p 51.) and «ixiy-«ight from Aden. (p. 63.) 

(4/ Pocock, Speciineii, p 57. Geograpb. Nabieusis, p. 52 Morlabu, or Merah. six miles 
111 c.icumferetice, was dcstioyed by the legions of Atigusius, (Fiin. Hist. Nat. 6. 32.) and bad 
not revived In the fouiUeiitli century. (Abiilfed. Uescript. Arab. p. 5S ) 

(5) 'fhe name of citu, AJt’f/ina was appropriated kut^ \aireb (the Latrippa of 

the Greeks,) the seat ot the prophet. The distances from Medina are reckoned by AbiiSfeiU 
til stations, or days journey of a caravan : (p 15.) to Bahrein, flfteeii ; to Bassora, eighteen ; 
to Cijsdh, tueiily; to Damascus or Palestine, twenty; to Caiio, tweiity>live ; to Mecca, ten , 
fiom Mecca to baana. (p 52.) oi Aden, thirty ; to Cairo, tbirty*oiie days, or four biiodred and 
twelve hours, (&baw‘s I'raveis, p. 477.) which, accordiiig to the estimate of d'AiiviUe, (Me. 
sures Itliieraires, p^ 59 ) atlowsabuut tweniy-Ave English uillea fora day's journey. From the 
land of frankincense (Natlraiuaiit, In Yemen, between Aden and (ape Partasch) to Gaaa, in 
.Syria, Pliny (Hist. Nat. 12 32.) Lotiipiitcs sixty-Ave maijsion^ of laiiiels. These measures 
may assist fancy and eiiicldate fatU. 

(£) Dill notions of Mecca must; be drawn ftnm the Arabians, (d’Herbelot, tUbllotheque 
Oneutalc, p. 368- 371. I’ocock, S|»ecim«ii, p 125—128. Abulfeda, p. 11— >40 ) As no uiibe- 
iifver is permitted CO entir Uie city, our travellers are sdenl; and the short hints of I'heveiio* 
f Voyages du Lavant, patt 1 p. 480 ) pie taken from the snspirioiis imnith of an African iw. 
iicgado. home Persians counted six tnousaiid bouses. (Cliardm, tom. iv* p. 167.) 
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ness of Marseilles. Some latent motive, perhaps of superstition, must 
have Impelled the founder^ in the choice of a most unpromising situa« 
tion. They erected their habitations of mud or stone, in a plain about 
two miles long and one mile broad, at the f(»ot of three barren moun- 
tains : the soil is a rock, the water, even of the holy well of Zemzem, is 
bitter or brackish ; the pastures are remote from the city ; and grapes are 
transported above sevent;^ miles from the gardens of Tayef. The fame 
and spirit of the Koreishites, who reigned in Mecca, were cons))icuous 
among the Arabian tribes ; but their ungrateful soil reiused the labours of 
agriculture, and their position was favourable to the enterprises of trade. 
By the seaport of Gedda, at the distance only of forty miles, tliey main- 
tained all easy correspondence with Abyssinia; and that Christian 
kingdom afforded the first refuge to the disciples of Mahomet. The 
treasures of Africa were conveyed over the peninsula to Gerrha ur 
Katiff, in the province of Bahrein, a city built, as it is said, of rock- 
sfdt, by the. Chaldean exiles :( I ) and from thence, with the native 
pearls of the Persian gulf, they were fioated cm rafts to the moutli of 
the Euphrates. Mec<;a is placed almost at an equal distance, a montli's 
journey, between Yemen on the right, and Syria on the left, hand. TJie 
former was the winter, tlie latter the summer, station of her caravans ; 
and their seasonable arrival relieved the ships of India from their tedi- 
ous and troublesome navigation of the lied sea. In the markets of 
Sauna and Merab, in the hai'bours of Oman and Aden the camels ot tlic 
Koreishites were laden with a precious cargo of aromatics ; a supply of 
corn and manufactures was purchased in ti e fairs of Bostra and Damas- 
cus ; the lucrative exchange diffused plenty and riches in the streets of 
Mecca ; and the noblest of her sons united the love of anus with the 
profession of inerchaadise.(9) 

The perpetual independence of the Arabs has been the theme of praise 
among strangers and natives ; and the arts of controversy transform 
tJiis singular event into a prophecy and a miracle, in favour of the pos- 
terity of Ismael.(3) Some exceptions that can neither be dissembled 
nor eluded, render this mode of reasoning as indiscreet as it is superflu- 
ous : the kingdom of Yemen has been successively subdued by the Abys- 
sinians, the Persians, the sultans of Egypt, (4) and the Turks :(5) theholy 
citites of Mecca and Medina have repeatedly bowed under a Scythian 
tyrant ; and the Homan province of Arabia(6) embraced the peculiar 
wilderness in which Ismael and his sons must have pitched their tents 
in the iaco of their brethren. Yet these exceptions are temporary or 

(1) SimbOf lib. xvi. p. 1110. See oue of these salt houses near Uiissoni, In d'Herbelot^ 
lUbiiot Orient, p 6. 

(2) Minim dictu ex iniiumeris popiilis pars aequa in commerriU aiic in latrocinns dege^ 
(Pliij. ilUt. Nat 6 32.) See Hale’s Koran, Sural, loe. p 503. Pocock, hpeciinen, p 2 d*H^r 
helot Hibllot. Orient, p. 361, Frideaux’s Life of Maiiomet, p. 5. Gaugniet Vie ile Mahoui;. , 
torn I. p. 72. 120. 126, &c 

(3) A nameless doctor ('Universal HUt. voU 20. octavo edillon) has formally demo/itfrofetf 
the truth of Christianity by the independence ot the Arabs. A critic, besides the exceptions 
of fact, inigbt dispute the meaning of the text, (uencs. xvi. 12.) the extent of tiie anpilca* 
tion, and the foundation of the pedigree. 

(i) It was subdued, A. D. 1173, by a brother of the great Saladin, who founded a dynasty 
of Curds or Ayoubites. (Giiignes, Hist, des Hniis, tom. i. 425. D'Herbelol, p. 477.) 

(5) liy the lieutenant of Soliiiian, (A. D. 1538.) and Selim II. (156S.) See Caiitemir*i 
Hist, of the Otbman empire, p. 201. 221. The pasha, who resided at Saana, comniauded 
twenty one beys, but no revenue was ever remitted to the porte. (Marsisfll, siato Militare 
deir Imperio Ottoinaiuio, p. 124.) and the lurks were expelled about the year l(i30. (Nlebnbr, 

p. 167, 168.) 

(6) Of the Roman province, under the name of Arabia and the third Palestine, the princi- 
pal cities were Bostra and Petra, which dated their era ftom the vear 105, when they weie 
subdued by Palma a lieutenant of Trajan. (Dii)ii. Cassius, lib. Uvlll ) Petra was the capital 
of the Nabathseaiis, whose name is derived from the eldest of the sons of Ismael. (Genes. 
xKv. 12, &c with the Cummenuncs of Jerome, l.e clerc, and caluiet ) Justinian relinquished 
a palm country ot ten days* journey to the south of ABIali (Procop. de Bell. Persic, lib. i. c. 
19 ) and the Romaus maintained a cetitiiiioii and a ciiscom-liouse (Arrian In Pertpio Marls 
Krythrml p. H* In Hudson, tom. I.) at a place (\ewK*f nwum, Pagus Albus Hawara) in the 
territory of Medina (D'AnviUe Meniulre siirrhgvpie, p. 243 ) These real possessions, and 
soma naval Inroads of Trajan, (I’crlpl. p 14, 15.) are magnilled by history and medals into 
the Koiuau oou(|uesl of Arabia. 
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local ; tho body of the nation has escaped the yoke of the most ^wer« 
fui monarchies ; tlie arms of Sesostris and Cyrus, of Pompey and Tra- 
jan, could never achieve the conquest of Araoia ; the present sovereigii 
of the Tttrk8(l) may exercise a ^adow of juris^ction, but his pride is 
reduced to solicit the friendship of a people, whom it is dangerous to 
provoke and fruitless to attack. The oovious causes of their freedom 
are inscribed on the character and country of the Arabs. Many agea 
before Mahomet (3) their intrepid valour had been severely ielt by 
their neighbours in offensive and defensive war. The patient and ac« 
tive virtues of a soldier aire insensibly nursed in the habits and disci- 
pline of a pastoral life. The care of the sheep and camels is abandoned 
to the women of the tribe ; but the martial youth under the banner of 
the emir, is ever on horseback, and in the held, to practise the exercise 
of the how^ the javelini and the scimitar. The long memory of their 
indejiendence is the firmest pledge of its perpetuity, and succeeding 
generations are animated to prove their descent, ana to maintain their 
inlieritance. Their domestic feuds are suspended on the approach of a 
common enemy ; and in their last hostilities against the Turks, the 
caravan of Mecca was attacked and pillaged by fourscore thousand of 
the confederates. When they advance to battle, the hope of victory is 
in the front ; in the rear, the assurance of a retieat. Their horses and 
camels, who in eight or ten days can perform a march of four or five 
hundred miles, disappear before the conqueror; the secret waters of 
the desert elude his search ; and his victorious troops are consumed 
with thirht, hunger, and fatigue, in the pursuit of an invisible foe, who 
scorns his efforts, and safely reposes in the heart of the burning soli- 
tude. Tho arms and deserts of the Redo weens are not only the safe- 
guards of their own freedom, hut tho barriers also of the happy Arabia, 
whose inhabitants, remote from war, are enervated by the luxury of tho 
soil and climate. The legions of Augustus melted away in disease and 
lassitude ;(3) and it is only by a naval power that the reduction of Yemen 
has been successfully attempted. When Mahomet erected his holy 
standard, (4) that kingdom wfis a province of the Persian empire ; yet 
seven princes of the Ilomerites still reigned in the mountains ; and the 
vicegerent of C'liosrues was tempted to forget his distant country and 
his unfortuiuite master. The historians of the age of Justinian repre- 
sent the state of the indepen<Jerit Arabs, who were divided by interest 
or affection in the long quarrel of the east ; the tribe of (lassan was al- 
lowed to encamp on the Syrian territory ; the princes of Hira were 
permitted to form a city about forty miles to the southward of the ruins 
of Rahylon. Their service in the field was speedy and vigorous ; hut 
their friendship was ^ onal, their faith inconstant, their enmity capri- 
no.is : it was an easier task to excite than to disarm these roving liar- 
b'lrians ; and, in the familiar intercourse of war, they learned to see, 
and to despise, the splendid w'eakness both of Rome and of Persia. 
From Mecca to the Euphrates, the Araldan tiil>es(5) were confounded 
by tlic Greeks and Latins, under the general ajipellatiuu of Sab acen 8,(0) 


(1) Nichiihr (Dcscnption de l*Awble, p. 3(>2, SCO affords the most recent and 

aiidiiiiiK iiitdligeiue ot the 1 urkish empire in Ar.ihu 

('J) Oiodoiiis Sicuiiis, toiii ii. Jib. xix. p, edit Ueswlinn) lias cleaily exposed the 

fjctdont oi Lbe Nabailia;ati Arabs, who lesihted the .inns of Antisioitiis.wiid Jim .<N>n. 

(o> StMbo, hb. %vi. p nt'T^lilW. rill). Hist Nrftiir. fi li. vEJin> t’.iUiis lAinIcrt iiejr 
Mediiiii, and tnarclied near a lliousdud miles into the pait of men bttueen Muirb <<iid the 
oceiin. Ibe non ante dcvictis Sabeae rcgibiis, (Qd i. p 'JO > and the intactl Arainnu thesauri 
(Od 111 . 21 ) Ilf IJor.ire, attest the viidiii purity of Arabia. 

(1) ^ee the iinpeiicct bistoiy ot Yeiiieii in Poco(k, Sperimen. p. 5'i-r6. Ona, p. 66 — 
71. (if tidss.in, p. 15—’', S, ds fdras it could be knoHn or piestived in Oie oine ol igiioJuiice. 

(5) 'I be lecfiftKtfifi-KU tfn'Xa, ftvytafcs TUViaKat no irAttr i , it f«.iv t/ p/jivt 'Uot, mo o^rixtroTo*, 
are described by Mciaiuler, (bxcerpt. Lenatinn, p. H9 ) I’rocopitix, (de HtU. Peisic. lib. i. 
c. 17. 19. Iibi ii. c 10.) and, in the most lively coiouis, by Aniuiwmiu Marcelliuiu, (Ub. xiv. 
e. 4 .) tvbo bad spoken of ii<«ni as earl) as tbe reigii ot Marcus. 

(S) The name wliicli, u!>ed by Ttnteiny and IMiny, in a more condtted, by Ammianns and 
Procopius in a larger, sense, has been derived, ridirulously, fioui Murah, the wife of Abra- 
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A name which every Christian month has been taught to pronounco with 
terror and abhorrence* 

The slaves of domcstio tyranny may vainly exult in their national 
independence ; but the Arab is personally free ; and he enjoys^ in some 
degree, the benefits of society, without forfeiting the prerogatives of 
nature. In every tribe, superstition, or gratitude, or fortune, has ex- 
alted a particular family above the heads ^ their equals. The dignities 
of sheicfk and emir invariably descend in this chosen race ; but the order 
of succession is loose and precarious ; and the most worthy or aged of 
the noble kinsmen are yreforred to the simple, though important, office 
of composing disputes oy their advice, and guiding valour by their ex- 
ample. Even a female of sense and spirit h^as been permitted to com- 
mand the countrymen of Zenobia.(l) The momentary junction of 
several tribes produces an army ; their more Ihsting union constitutes 
a nation ; and the supreme chief, the emir of emirs, whose banner is 
displayed at their head, may deserve, in the eyes of strangers, the 
honours of the kingly name. If the Arabian princes abuse their power, 
they are quickly punished by the desertion of their subjects, who had 
been accustomed tc a mild and parental jurisdiction. Their spirit is 
free, their steps are unconfined, the desert is open, and the tribes and 
families are held together by a mutual and veduntary compact. The 
softer natives of Yemen supported the immp and majesty of a monarch ; 
but if ho could not leave his palace without endangering his life,(9) the 
active powers of government must ha^ e been devolved on his nobles 
and magistrates. The cities of Mecca an«l Medina present, in the heart 
of Asia, the form, or ratlier the substance, of a commonwealth. The 
grandfatlier of Mahomet, and his lineal ancestors, appear in foreign and 
domestic transactions ns the princes of their country; but they reigned, 
like Pericles at Athens, or the Medici at Florence, by the opinion of 
their wisdom and integrity ; their influence was divided with their 
patrimony; and the sceptre was transferred from the uncles of the 
prophet to a younger branch of the tribe of Koreish. On solemn occa- 
sions they convened the assembly of the jpeople ; and since mankind 
must be either compelled or persuaded to obey, the use and reputation 
of oratory among the ancient Arabs is the clearest evidence of public 
freedom.(3) But their simple freedom was uf a very different cast 
from the nice and artificial machinery of the Greek and Roman re- 
publics, in which each member possessed an undivided share of the civil 
and political rights of the community. In the more simple state of the 
Arabs, the nation is free, because each of her sons disdains a base sub- 
mission to the will of a master. His breast is fortified with the austere 
virtues of courage, patience, and sobriety ; the love of independence 
prompts him to exercise the habits of self-command ; and the fear of 
dishonour guards him from the meaner apprehension of pain, of danger, 
and of death. The gravity arid firmness of the mind ai\ conspicuous in 

ham, obictirefy from the village of Saraka Oxcra Na/^araiopt; Stephan de Urbibus), moie 
plausibly from the Ai.ibic words, whlcb signify a i ' m/i charactei , or nnentai situation. 
(Iloltiiiger, liist. Oriental. iil> i r. i. p. 7, 8. rocock. Specimen, p. S5. 35 Asaeinaii. 
Uibliot. orient tom. iv p ^87.) Yet the last and most popular of these ctynmiogus, is le- 
fated by Ptolemy, (Aiabia, p. S 18. in Hudson, tom i> ) ivbo expressly ren.arku the western 
and southern position of the S<ir<tcetis, then an obscure tribe on the borders of Ki;ypt. ibe 
appellation cannot tliercfore allude to any mitlonal character, and, smre it was imposed by 
strangers, it must be found, not m the Arabic, out in a torei^ii laugtn.»e 

(1) Saraceni .... inniieies aiiint ui eos resnsire. CExposItlo totiiH Mundi, p. 3. in Ifud- 
8011 , tom. iti ) The reign ot Mavu is famous in ecclesiastical story. Pucotk, Specimen, p. 
(». 83. 

(2) Mt; e^etvai tK Tutv fSaeiXetinv, ts the report of Agatharades, (de Mail Riibro, p 63, 61. 
Ill Hudson, tom I ) lUodonit '^iciiliis, (tom i. lib ill c 47 p. S15 )and Stralio. (lib xvl p. 
list.) Hut 1 much suspect that this is one of the popular tales, or extraoidiuary accidents, 
winch the creduluv <if travellers so often transforms into a fart, a custom, ami a law. 

(3) Noll glorialNintiir aiitiqunus Aiaiies, nisi gladlo, liospue, et fioqvcfHid, (Sephadiiis, 
apiKl rocock, Specimcii, p 161, US ' ) I'his sift of i.j>eecli they shurcci only with the Ptr- 
eians : and the bentuiitioiis Arabs would probably have disdained the simple and subitmc logic 
ol Deuiosiheiics. 
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hifl outlrard demeanour : his speech slow, wefightf, and concise, he is 
ecldom provoked to laughter, his only gesture is tlmt of sti^lng hie 
beard, the venerable symbol of manhocHt ; and the sense of his own im- 
portance teaches him to accost his equals without levity, and his su- 
periors without awe.(l) The liberty of the Saracens survived their 
conquest ; the first caliphs indulged tlie bold and familiar language of 
their subjects : they ascended the pulpit to persuade and edify the con- 
gregation : nor was it tefore the seat of empire %vas removed to the 
Tigris, that the Abbassides adopted the proud and pompous ceremonial 
of the Persian and Byzantine courts. 

In the study of nations and men we may observe the causes that 
render them hostile or friendly to each other, that tend to narrow or 
enlarge, to molify or exasperate, the social character. The separation 
of the Arabs from the rest of mankind, has accustomed them to con- 
found the ideas of stranger and enemy ; and the poverty of tlie lan<l 
has introduced a maxim of jurisprudence, which thev believe and pric- 
tise to the present hour. They pretend, that in tne division of the 
earth, the rich and fertile climates were assigned to the other branches 
of the human family ; and that the posterity of the outlaw Ismael might 
recover by fraud or force, the portion of inheritance, of which he 
liad lieen unjustly deprived. According to the remark of Pliny, the 
Arabian tribes are equally addicted to theft and merclmndise : the cara- 
vans that traverse tiie desert are ransomed or pillaged ; and their neigh- 
bours, since the remote times of .fob and Sosostris,(2) have ];>een the 
victims of their rapacious spirit. If a Bedoween discovei's from afar a 
solitary traveller, he rides furiously against him, crying, with a loud 
voice, “ Undress thyself, thy aunt, {my wile,) is without a garment." 
A ready submission entitles him to mercy ; resistance wiU provoke the 
aggressor, tuid his own blood must expiate tiic blood which be presumes 
to shed in legitimate defence. A single robber, or a few associates, 
are branded with their genuine name ; but the exploits of a numerous 
band assume the character of a lawful and honourable war. The temper 
of a people thus armed against mankind, was doubly inflamed by the 
domestic licence of rapine, murder, and revenge. In the constitution 
of Europe, the right of peac,e and war is now confined to a small, and 
the actual exercise to a inucli smaller, list of respectable potentates ; 
hut each Arab, with impunity and renown, might point his javebn 
against the life of ins countryman. The union of the nation consisted 
only in a vague resemblance of language and manners ; and in each 
community, the jurisdiction of the magistrate was mute and impotent. 
Of the time of ignorance which preceded Mahomet, seventeen hundred 
l>Mttles (3) are recorded by tradition: hostility wfis imbittered with the 
rancour of civil faction : and the recital, in prose or verse, of an ob- 
solete feud, was sufficient to rekindle the same passions among the de- 
scendants of the hostile tribes. In private life, every man, at least eve- 
ry family, was tlie judge and avenger of his own cause. The nice sen- 
sibility of honour, which weighs the insult rather than the injury, sheds 
its deiuily venom on the quarrels of the Arabs : the honour of their wo- 
men, and of their hern ds, is most easily wounded ; an indecent action, 
a contemptuous word, can be expiated only by the blood of the offender ; 
and such U their patient inveteracy, that they expect whole months 

(1) I iDtisl remind ilie reader, tliat d’Arvicnx, d*Herl)clot, and Niebuhr, represent, in the 
motit lively colours, tiic niaiitier<) and govcriinieut ut the Arabs, which are ilhistraled by many 
incidental passages m the lite <>t Mahninet. 

(31 Observe the flrst chapter ot Joh, and the Ionic viaH of one tbou^iid five hundred sUdia 
which SesoHtiiH bnilt from eeltisiiini to Ueliopolis (l)iodor. Sit id toni, i lib i. p 67>b Uii. 
der (be iiauK oty/v'VfM, li»»‘ shepherd kini;s, tho 1.4.1 li.i/neil' ^tiihdued tg^ypt (Marsham, 
Canon Chioii p IM, ) 

(o) Or, ai'c< I did]* to anotlt. .account, one thousand two hundred (il'Heilndot, r.ibliotbcqiie 
Crlentdte, p 7^ } : the twti histon.ins, wi.o wrote ol cite Atfam ai Arab^ tlie battles of tlie 
Arabs, lived in the ninth Hini te>itli cent iry. The ttiiions wai of IMlies uiid OaliMli was or. 
casioiicd by two hoisis, l.»‘'tcd tony ye.*is,.uid ended in a proverb (Vococh, Specluieii, p. 
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and years the opportunity of revram A fine or compensation for mur- 
der is familiar to the Barbariaiis of every age : but in Arabia the kins- 
men of the dead are at liberty to accept the atonement^ or to exercise 
with their own hands the law nf retaliation. The refin^ malice of the 
Arabs refuses even the head of the mutderer, substitutes an innocent 
to the guilty person, and transfers the pendty to the best and most 
considerable ot the race by whom they have been injured. If he falls 
by their hmids^ they are exposed in their turn to the danger of reprisals, 
the interest and principal of the bloody debt are accumulated ; the in- 
dividuals of either family lead a life of malice and suspicion^ and fifty 
years may sometimes elapse before the account of vengeance be finally 
8ettled.(I] This sanguinary spirit, ignorant of pity or for^veness, has 
been moderated, however, by the maxims of honour, which require in 
eveiT private encounter some decent equality of age and strength, of 
numbers and weapons. An annual festival of two, perhaps of four, 
months, was observed by the Arabs before the time of Mahomet, during 
which their swords were religiously riieathed both in foreign and domes- 
tic hostility ; and this partial truce is more strongly expressive of the 
habits of anarchy ar d warfare.(S) 

But the imirit of raptee and revenge was attempered by the milder 
influence of trade and literature. The solitary peninsula is encomji^sed 
by the most civilized nations of the ancient world : the merchant is the 
friend of mankind : and the annu&d caravans imported the first seeds of 
knowledge and politeness into the cities, and even the camps, of tho 
desert. Whatever may be the pedigree '‘f the Arabs, their lan^iage is 
derived from the same original stock with the Hebrew, the Byriac, and 
the Chaldean tongues ; the Independence of the tribes was marked by 
their peculuir directs ;(3^ but each, after their own, allowed a just 
preference to the pure and perspicuous idiom of Mecca. Ii! Arabia as 
well as in Greece, the perfection of language outstripped the refine- 
ment of manners ; and ner speech could diversify the fourscore names 
of honey, the two hundred of a serpent, the five hundred of a lion, tho 
thousand of a sword, at a time when this copious dictionary was intrust- 
ed to the memory of an illiterate people. The monuments of the Ho- 
merites were inscribed with an obsolete and mysterious character ; but 
tho Cufic letters, the groundwork of the present idphabet, were invented 
on the banks of the Euphrates ; and the recent invention was taught 
at Mecca by a stranger who settled in that city after tho birth of Ma- 
homet. The arts of grammar, of metre, and of rhetoric, were unknown 
to the freeborn eloquence of the Arabians ; but their penetration 
W HS sharp, their fancy luxuriant, their wit strong and sententious, (4) 
and their more elaborate compositions were addressed with energy and 
effect to the minds of their hearers. The genius and merit of a ris*ng 
poet were celebrated by the applause of his own and tho kindred tribes. 

A solemn banquet was preparea, and a diorus of women, striking their 
tymbals, and displaying the pomp of their nuptials, sung in the preseru e 

(1} Tbe model ii tUcorr and pracUea of tb« >lrab» in the revenge of murder, are described 
by Niebuhr (neiciipiloii, p. 26’~3L.). The li.ushvr tcMtiiica ol antiquity nunybe traced in the 
Kot.iii, c. it. p W. c. xvli p 230 with Sale’s observations. 

(2) Frocopius (dc Bell. I’ersic. Ub. 1. c. Ib ) places the two holy taonths about the summer 
auistice. The Arabians couaermte Jattr montb» of the year — tbe, first, aevenih, eleventh, and 
twelfth; and pretend, that lii a Iouk senes of ages the tiuce was infiiiised only four or six 
tunes (Sale’s Vreliiiiiiiarv Discourse, p, 147— 120. and Notes on the nnuh chapter of the Koran, 
p. 154, dec. Casiil, HibIiot..Htspano. lrahica, tom. ii. p. 20, 21 ) 

(!$) Arnau, In tbe second ceiituty, remaiks (in Feripio Mans Prythrsci, p 12 )tb€ partial or 
toul diAerence oi the dialects ol the Arabs I heir lan|toa;(e and letters are copiously treated 
by For ock (Specimen, p 150—154), Casiri (Biblint. |itspano*Arat>ica, torn i^ p. I. 83. io . 
tout ii p. 25, Acc ), and Niebuhr (fJescriptioii de FAiabie, p. 72—80.). I pass sitgiitly; I am 
not fond of repeating words like a parrot 

(4; A faniifinr talc in Voluiic’s /adif? (Ic Cbloii Ct le riieval) is related, lo prove tbe natural 
sagacity of the Arabs (d*l4erbelot, Kibliol. Onent. p. 120, 121. Gagiiier, Vie de Mahomet, tom. 

1 p 37-46 ), hitc d'Arvieoy, or nuhei t.a Koqiie (Voyaae ri« I'airsnne, p 92 ), denies the 
boasted superioiity of the Bednweens *Iiie one liniidred and sixty*n ue sentences of All (traBS> 
lated by tickley, London, 1718.) afford a jnst and favourable speclnten of Arabian wit. 
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(►f their sons «intl iiubhands the felicity of their native trihe ; that a 
chainpien liad now uppCiired to vindicate their ritrhts ; that a herald had 
raised his \oice to inunortalize their reiiovin. The distant or hostile 
tribes resin ted to an annual fair, whicli was aholi-ihed by tlic fanaticism 
of llie hr^t Modems ; a national assembly, that must have contributed 
to l eliin' and harmonize the Barbarians. Tliirtjf days were employed in 
the exchange, not only of corn and wdne, but of eloquence ami poetry. 
'I'ho jni/e w as disputed by the f^eiierous emulation of the bards ; the 
\ictoriuus perforniance w-as deposited in the archiies of princes and 
eiiur>», ainl we may read, in our own language, tlie seven original jioenis 
which were in-scnbed in letters of gold, and suspended in the temple of 
Mec(;a.(l ) The Arabian poets w ere the historians and moralists of the 
age; and if they sympathized w ith the prejudices, they inspired and 
crow nod the virtues, of their countr} men. The indissoluble union of 
generosity and valour was, the darling theme of their song ; ami when 
tlicy pointed their keenest satire against a despiciible r«*ice, they aflirni- 
cd, in the hitteiiiess of repioach, that the men knew not how to give, 
nor the women to tleDy.(ii) I'he same hospitality, which was practised 
by Ahrcibani and celebrated by Ilomerj is still renewed in tlie camps of 
the Arabs. The ferocious Bedowecris, the terror of the desert, embrai e, 
witluiut inquiry or hesitation, the stranger who dares to confide in tiieir 
honour and to enter thou* tent. His treatment is kind and respectful ; 
he shares the w^ealth or the poverty of his host : and, after a needful 
repose, he is dismissed on his way, with thanks, with blessings, and,^ier- 
h.ips with gifts. The heait and hand are more largely expanded by the 
wants of cl brother or a friend ; but the heroic acts that could deserve 
tht' public a]»j»l.uise, must ha\ o surp.assed the narrow measure of discre- 
tion and experience. A dispute had arisen, who among the citizens of 
Me(*<M, was entitled to tlie prize of generosity, and a successive appji- 
catiiui was made to the three who were deemed most worthy of the 
trial, Abdallah, the sou of Ablias, had undertaken a distant journey, 
and his foot was in the slirruj) when he heard the voice of a suppliant, 
— “ C) son of the uncle of the apostle of God, 1 am a traveller and in dis- 
“ tress fie instantly dismounted to present the pilgrim with his ca- 
mel, her rich capaiison, and a pur^e of four thousand pieces of gold, 
only the sword, either for its intrinsic value, or as the gift 
of an lunjuured kinsman. ''Fhe servant of Kais informed the second 
‘.u])]iliant that his master was asleep ; but he immediately added, Here 
‘ j . i jmrse of seven thousand pieces of gold tit is all we have in the 
“ hou-e), arnl here is an order, that will entitle you to a camel and a 
slav«* the ma'^ter, as soon as he awoke, praised ami enfranchised his 
fail 111 111 steward w ith a gentle repioof, that, by respecting bis slumbers, 
be liad ^tinted liis bounty, 'fhe third of these heroes, the blind Arabali, 
at tJa hour of jirayer, was supporting his steps on the shoulders of two 
sl.ivis “ Alas!'^ lie replied, my colFers are empty ! but these you may 
“ sell * if you refuse, I renounce them.” At these words, pushing away 
the youths, he groped along the wall with Ins staff. The character of 
ilatem IS the perfect model of Arabian virtue :(3) he w'as brave and li- 
beral, an eloquent poet and a successful robber: forty camels were 
1 ousted at lii'> hospitable feast ; and at the prayer of a suppliant enemy, 
he rcstore<t both the captives and the spoil. The freedom of his coim- 

(O r«cotk (Speciinpii, p IW-lGl.) and Casa n Oubliot Iti«pano 4rabica, tom i p IS 
St, vVr 119 loin 11 p 17, <.V(. ) speak ot Dm* Xidbnn puds ijefuie Malioinet Die si ven puetiis 
of the raaba have bjtn published ifi Kiiulibh by sir Wilhani Joneti ; but lin buiioiiralilc mis 
siuii tu Indi.i h.is deprived us of liia own notes, far moic inlcresting IbMii On. » and 
uliso’ele ti'M 

(2) Sale’s Pieiidi.iiarv nincourse p. 20,30. 

r3) ii'lleibdot, tiibliot, Orient p. ijS oagnler, Vic di‘ Mahomet, loin iil p 118. Caab 
and Hesiius (Pocock, Spceuiien, p. 43 40. 48 ) were likewise cuiispiciiuii:> lui Dior liberality , 
and the latter ib elegantly praifted by an Ar.ibPiii poet — Vidcbts euiri cum accesaeiis exul- 
tanteni, ac si darea illi qnod nb illu peiia.*’ 

VoL. 111. D d 
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trymen disdained the laws of justice : they proudly indulged the spon- 
taneous impulse of pity and benevolence. 

The religion of the Arahs,(l) as well as of the Indians^ consisted in 
the worship of the sun, the moon, and the fixed stars, a primitive and 
specious mode of superstition. The bright luminaries of the sky display 
the visible im«ige of a deity : their number and distance convey to a 
philosophic, or even a vulgar eye, the idea of boundless space ; the cha- 
racter of eternity is marked on these solid globes, that seem incapable c»f 
corruption or decay ; the regularity of their motions may be ascribed 
to a princijde of reason or instinct ; and their real or imaginary in- 
fluence encourages the vain belief that the earth and its inliabitants 
are the object of their peculiar care. The science of astronomy was 
cultivated at Babylon; but tlio scliool of the Arabs was a clear fir- 
mament and a naked plain. In the nocturnal marches, they steereii 
by the guidance of the stars : their names, and order, and daily 
station, were familiar to tlie curiosity and devotion of the Bedo- 
ween ; and he was taught by experience to divide in twenty-oiglit 
parts, tlie zoujOC of the moon, and to bless the con&tellatiuns who re- 
freshed, witli salutary rains, the thirst of the desert. The reign of tlie 
heavenly orbs could not be extended beyond the visible sphere ; and 
some metapliysical powers were necessary to sustain the transmigration 
of souls and the resurrection of bodies : a camel was left to jierisli on 
the grave, that he might serve his master in another life ; and the in- 
vocation of departed spirits implii ' that tliey were still endo we<l u itb 
consciousness and power. 1 am iguorant, and 1 am careless, of the blind 
mythology of the Barbarians ; of the local deities, of the stars, the air, 
and the earth, of their sex or titles, their attributes or subordination. 
Each tribe, each family, each independent warrior, created and chang(‘d 
the rites and the object of his fantastic worship ; but the nation, in cieiy 
age, has bowed to the religion, as well as to the language, of Mecca. 
The genuine antiquity of the Caara ascends beyond the Christian era : 
in describing tlie coast of the Red sea, the (Ireek historian Diodorus(2> 
lias remarked, between the Thamudites and the Sabieans, a famous 
temple, whose superior sanctity was rov^ered by all the Artabiaris : the 
linen or silken \eil, which is annually leneweil by the Turkish enijioror, 
was first ofivred by a pious king of tlie Ilomerites, who reigned se\(Mi 
hundred years, before the time of Mahomet.(3) A tent or a cawn n 
might suffice for the worship of the savages, hut an edifice of stone 
and clay liiis been erected in its jdace ; and the art and power of tlu* 
inon.irchs of the east ha\c been confined to the simplicity of the oru'»- 
nal model. ( i) A spacious portico encloses tlie quadrangle of the I aal>,i : 
a square chajiel, twenty-foui cubits long, tw'enty-"-diree broad, and 
twenty-seven high ; a door and a wdndow admit the light: the double 
roof is supported by three pill.irs of wood ; a .'pout (now o.' gold; dis- 


(1) W'halevfi (nii he known of the itloUliy of the nnrinit Ara)>i/ii mjy l>i‘ fo « wi jn l*o 

c<i<k. (Spcciiitni \} Uo, Kil ) I* ? profoinnl eiiiditioii is < i«,iUy ^nd LoiKisf>ly 

itiuipn'K'd b> Salt' , veMluniiiiiiy Uibconibc, p. H— 21 ) and 4bt>i'inaiiiii (Hibliot. Oiifut. 
toin Iv. p. 680 — 6'JU ) lias added some vatinlde leni.iiks. 

(2) Icpov n ttwiuTov t^pvTui 'Ttfjiwfuvvv vrru ntvruiv Af TrcpfTroTtf'OU (DiOd SlCiil. 

torn I iih ill p 2) '1 he ( haractei and posilinri are so roirctUy «ppn«nie, that I am siii- 
pnacd how tJiia nu tons pass Ct iitd have been re id ww hunt notice or npplu at ion Yet 
this laiiioiis temple had luui oveilooked b> As;.ilbar( ides Man Hnbro. p. 58 in Hudson, 
loin j.) nhoin Piodorns copies in tae rest of the des( ripin.n. W’as the Sicilian more know- 
tnji than the tKiptUin r Or was the < a.iba buiU between the jeai of Koine 650 and “iG, the 
dates of their le'^peilive histones 1 CDuUwell. in hisseil. ad Luui i. Iliidsuii, p 72. iabii> 
ciiifi, lliblot. Or.v'c toin ii p 770 ) 

(3; Pocock, iSpeomeii. p 60, (>1, fiom the death ol Uahomet we ascend to 68, from his 
hirth (o rJO, ) ears b< foie the Chiiiti.m eta I he veil or ciitlaiii, which is now ol silk aiitl 
gold, was iio mole than a pie< e of hgvptiaii linen. (.Abuiteda, in Vit. MoliaMimed c G p M.) 

(4) Ibe oiigiiial plan ot the i aAba (wliicn is sciMicly copied in ^a]e, the (iniveisal Histoiy, 
AiC.; w'na a tnrkish diaught, whuh Kel.uid (de Religio.ic Mohaminedica, p 113-J23>ha8 
corrected and explained fioin the best authoiiUes F«ir the descnpiioti and legend ol the 
Caab.i, consiilt Pocock, (Npe^'imen, p 113 the Biblotlirque uiientiile of d'Herbelot, 
i Caaba, Jlagtt , Zemzem, itt ) and b.ile. (Ciclimiiiary Discouise, p. 114—122) 
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charges the rain-w ater, aiul the well Zanzcm, Is protected hy a dome 
from accidental pollution. The I'nbe of Koreish^ by fraud or force, 
li.id acquired the custody of the Cauba ; llie sacerdotal office devolved 
tlirou^h four lineal descents to the rand father of Mahomet ; and the 
family of the llasheniites, from whence he siirung, was the most re- 
spect.ible and sacred in the eyes of their country.( I ) The precincts of 
i\re<‘ca enio}’ed the rights of sanctuaiy ; and, in'the last month of each 
) ear, the city and the temple were crowded with a long train of pil- 
grims, who presented their \ows and offerings in the house (»f Hod. The 
•^ame lites, which are imw accomjilished by the faithful Mussulman, 
were invented and practised by the superstition of the idolaters. At 
ail aw fill distance they cast away their garments : seven times, with hasty 
stoj)s, they encircled the Caaba, and kissed the black stone; seven 
tunes they visited and adored the adjacent mountains ; s*»ven tmws 
they threw stones into the valley of Mina; and the pilgnmage was 
achieved, as at the present hour, hy a saciKice of sheep and camels, and 
the burial of their hair and nails in the consecrated ground. Each 
tiibe either found or introduced in the Caaba their domestic worship : 
the temple was adorned, or defiled, wuth three hundred and sixty idols 
of men, eagles, lions, and antelopes; and most conspicuous was the 
statue of llebal, of red agate, holding in his hand seven arrows, w ithout 
lieads or feathers, the instruments ami symbols of jirofaiie divination. 
Rut this statue was a monument of Syrian arts ; the devotion of tlie 
ruiler ages was content with a pillar or a tablet ; and the rocks iif the 
desert were hewn into gods or altars, in imitation of the black stone('2) 
of Mecca, which is deejily tainted with the reproach of an idolatrous 
oii^in. From Japan to Peru, the use of sacrifice has universally pre- 
\ ailed ; and the votary lias expressed Jiis gratitude or fear by destroy- 
ing or corihuming, in honour of the gods, the dearest and most precious 
of their gifts. The life of a man(3) is the most precious oblation to 
deprecate a juiblic calamity ; the altars of Phmnicia and Egypt, of Romo 
and Cartilage, have boon polluted with human gore : the cruel practice 
wMs long preserved among the A mbs ; in the third century, a hoy was 
annually sacrificed by the tribe of the l>umatians ,*(t) and a royal cap- 
tive, was jiionsly slaughtered by the prince of the Saracens, the ally 
and soldier of tlie enipeior of .Justinian. (.^) A parent who drags his 
son to the altar, exhiluts tho most painful and sulilime effort of fana- 
ticism : the deed, or the intention, wms banctified by tho example of 
.saints and heroes; and the father of Mahomet himself was devoted by 
a rash vow, and hardly ransomed for theerpiivalent of a liundrcd camels. 
In the time ot ignorance, the Arabs, like the Jews, and Egyptians, ab- 


[ 1) Cusa, theriftti aii.eHor of Mahomet, must have usurped the Caaba A. D. 110. hut the 
st> « ^ 18 diticreiiliy told by Jaunebi, (i.agiiier, Vie de Mahomet, torn, i p. — 69 and by 
Ab.'lleda (iii VU Mubam. • . G. p 13) 

(^) f» ihe betoiid century, M.ixiinus of lyre attributes to the Irabs the worship of a stone 
- ‘ that ct/Sotnrt fiti', oi/rtva fp ouk ni^a, to <170^/ t riTf/ayafyor, (lltssrit. 

H tom. I p. 112 edit Keiske) .md the reproach is tnnoiisly le echoed by the Chi istiuiis (Clc- 
DKiH Alex ill erotic ptico, p. 1U. Arnobins contra Grates, lib vi p 21G ) Yet tliese stones 
wete no other than tne /?a<T.;Xa of s^ria and Greece . *,0 iciiowned in surc-d and profane 
aiihq>iii/ (l.iiscb. Pra^p h\anRel lib 1 p 37. Mar. ham, Canon Chron p. .M— ’>6) 

(5) 'Ih’i two horrid subjects of and are .icciiratcly disciitsed by the 

learned sir John Marsliani. (Canon Cbioii p 7G 'JH 301—301) .Sanchuiiiatbo derives 
the Plianicbin saciiriccs from the example of CbroitiH but we are iijiioi ant whether Chronus 
lived betore or after Abirih.iiii, or Indeed whether he livetl .it all. 

(4) K«t' tTi« tudiTTiiv TTu fid tOuoif, IS llic fcproac h of Porphyry, but he likewise impales 
to the Koiiiaii the .41110 barbarous custom, nhitli A (i C fj37, bad been finally abolished, 
jluiiuvtb'i, Dauinat dl Griidal, 18 noticed h> Pioleiny (I abut p 37 Ar4bia, p 9 -29) and 
Ahiilfeda , (p. 'W ) and may be found in d’Atitille’s maps, in the rnid d ‘ort bctnce/i Chaibar 
and Iddinor 

(5) Piocopiiis, Ok IWII Peisico, lib i c 2S ) Pvasriiiis, iib vi c .1 ) and Po* otk, (Spe 

iimcn, p. 75f bo ) attest the human sncnfices of the Arabs in the siMh leniury J'he danger 
and escape ot Abdallah, is a tradition rathti than a tact (Gngiuer, Vie de Mnbomei, totn I. 
p. ) 
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stained from the taste of swine's flesh ,(1) they <jircumcised(2) their 
chil<iren at the affe of i)uberty : the same customs, without the censure 
fjr the precept of the Koran, lijive been silently transmitted to their 
j)i)sterity and proselytes It luis been saf^aciously conjectured, that the 
artful legislator inilulged the stubbfu-n prejudices of his countrymen. It 
IS more simple to believe that he adhered to the habits and opinions of 
ins vouth, without foreseeing that a practice congenial to the climate 
of Mecca, might become useless or inconvenient on tlie hanks of the 
Danube or the Volga. 

Arabia was free : the adjacent kingdoms were shaken by the storms 
of conquest and tyranny, and the persecuted sects fled to the hajipy 
land where they might profess what tliey thought, and practise what 
they professed. 'I'he religions of the Sabians and Magians, of the Jews, 
and C.'hristians, were tlisseiiiiiiiited from the Fevsiau gulf to the Red sea. 
In a remote period of antiquity, Sabianisin u is diflfased over Asm by the 
science of t!ie Chaldeans (.q) and the aims of the Assyrians. PVoin the 
observiitions of two thousand years, the priests and astronomers of Ha- 
by Ion (4) deduced the eternal laws of nature and Providence, Tliey 
adored the seven gods or angels w ho directed the course of the seven 
planets, and shed tlieir irresistible influence on the earth. The attri- 
butes of the seven planets, with the twehe signs of the zodiac, and the 
twenty-four constellatio/H of the northern and southern hemi'^j hore, 
were rejiresented by images and talismans ; th(' seven d.iys of the w eek 
were deilieated to their respective de ties : the Sabians prayed tlirice eacli 
day; and the temple of the moon a Ilaran was the term of tlioir pil- 
grimage.(.5) Hut the flexible genius of their faith was always re.uly 
either to teach or to learn ; in the tradition of the creation, the deluge, 
and the patriarchs, they held a singular agreement with their Jewi-.h 
captives ; they appc/ilen to the secret books of Adam, Seth, and Enocli : 
and a slight infusion of the gospel has transformed the la^t remnant of 
the Polytheists into the Christians of St. John, in the territory of Has- 
Kora.(G) The altars of Haliylon were overturned by the Magians, but 
the injuries of the Sabians were revenged by the sword <»f Alexander ; 
Persia gjoaned above five hundred years under a foreign yoke ; and the 
purest disciples of Zoroaster escaped from the contagion of idolatry, and 
breathed wdth their adversaries the freedom of tlie desert. (7) Seven 
hundred years before tlie death of Mahomet, the Jews were settled in 
Arabia: and a fai greater multitude was expelled from the holy land 


Siullu cariubus aUBlinent, sfiys SoUtiuB, (Poljhibior, c. 53 ) wbo copies PUny, liU vni. 
c <)8 ), 111 [he strange supposition, th.i> lan'scmiiot loe iti AiabU. ihe Li•>ptMll^ ueio av. 
tuated by a natural and superstitions borroi Tor that iiiiLJean heist (M.irslj.e'i Cfliion p *’<*) ) 
The old A nhians likeuise piaaised, the ii^jhl ol ablution Ml* lodoi )ib i <. 

8 ), uhidi IS sniicufkd by the M.iliuint(ari law (Keland, p 7>, Cbardiit, (>r 'albtr (be 
Molluh ut Sbaw Abbas, tom iv p 71, Auc ) 

(2) The Maiioiiietaii doctuis aie not loud ut the subject vei in y hold riiciurui)< >u neres 
sai> to salvatioii, and even pie nid that Mahomet was iiniat uI<m».Iv bom wiiboui . l«)re->kiii 
(Porock, .Specimen, p 310, 3‘jO. s.»U*’s erelimiiiHrv Diseourse, p »ub, 107 ) 

(.3) Dindorus >Siciibis (toin i lib, ii p IVi—H'S 'i has cast on then uli ‘')ii the is but 
snperlltial t;laiuei>f a loeek Ibeir astinnoin.' vMinId be lai mort valiiibie ibey b^.d 'ooked 
ilroufli the lelesiope of riasoii, *>mce they tuidd doubt uluther the j in iveie ii (be miuilxi 
of the planets or ot the lived suih 

^1) StiiiplU lus (who quotes Porphyry) de Ca'io, hh. It com li< n 123 bn IS apiid Mar- 
aliiin, (Himn. Chron. p. who doubts the fact, bet aiise it is adverse to tiiS systeins. the 
earliest dale of the i haidcaii obM'rvatioiiK is the jeai 223i beliU' ' bust Alter the conquest of 
Babylon by Alexander, they wcie commiinKatc l, at the letjnesr ui Aiistoilc, to the astronomer 
Hipparchus. Wbat a nitiiiient in the annaU ol si leiu e ' 

(5) Pocock (hpeciiin n, p 13H—1 16 ), Hoi linger (Hist Oiienral. p 162—203 ), Hyde (de 
Rebqimie Vet rersanim, (i I'Ji 128, Ac ), d'Hcrbe ot (Sffht, p. 72.3, 726 ), and 8ale (Preli- 
minary Dwcoiirse, p 14 , 13 ), lather excite tli.ni tirattfy »inr curiosity, and the last ot these 
writers confounds ^ibiantAiii with the priiiiUive religion ol the Aiabs 

(6) D'Aiivilie (('Euphrates de le ligie, p 150—117 ) will llv Hie position of tliefc aniblifti. 
oils Christians ' Asv maniius (Bibhot Jru iital. tom iv p 607 -611 ) mav explain their tenets. 
Blit it IS a slippery ta»k to asceitain the creed ot an igiionint people, atiaid and ashaincd to 
disclose then secret traditions, 

(7) I he Magi were fixed in the piovinre of Balirem (n.ignler, \ le de M.diomet, loin ill. 
p 114 ), arc mingied uith the oid Arabians (I'ocock, .Spcciujeii, p 116—130). 
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in tlie wars of Titus and Hadrian. The industrious exiles aspired to 
hbert)^ and pi)W'cr ; they erected synnjrogues in the castlc» and cities in 
tlie wilderness, and their Gentile convert** were confounded with the 
children of Israel, whom they resemhled in the outw'ard mark of cir- 
cumcision. The ( hristian missionaries w ere still more active and suc- 
cessful : the Catholics asserted their univers.d reign; the sects whom 
they ojipresstMl .successively retired beyond the limits of the Roman em- 
pire ; the Marcionites and the Manichseans disperse*! their fantastio 
opinions and apocryphal gospels; the churches ol Yemen, and the 
princes of Hint and Gas^^an, were instnieted hi a purer cieed by tho 
Jacobite and Nestorian bishops (1) The lilxwty of dunce vias presented 
to tlie tribes ; each Aral* wa-* free to elect or to compose his }>rivate re- 
ligion ; and the rude snperstituin of Iik house was mingled with the 
sublime theology of saints and philosophers. A fund.imental article 
of lailli was inculcated by tlie consent of the learned strangers ; the 
existence of one supienn* (^od, who is exalted above the powers of heaven 
and earth, hut who has often revealed himself to mankind by the minis- 
try of his angels and ju’ophets, and whose grace or justic*e has inter- 
rupttxl, h) seasonable miracles, the order of nature. The most rational 
of the Arabs acknowledged bis jiovver, though they neglected his wor- 
ship ;(2) .md it was liabit rather than conviction that still attached them 
to tlie leliis of idobitry. The Jews and Ghristians were the people of 
the booh . the Itihle was already translated into the Arabic language ;(3) 
and the volume of the Old Testament w'as accepted by the codcord of 
these implacable enemies. In the story of the Hebrew patriarchs, tho 
Arabs were ]>leased to discover the fathers of their nation. They ap- 
pbiudcd the birth and promises of Ismael ; revered the faith and virtue 
of Abraham ; traced his pedigree and their own to the cieation of tho 
first man, and imbibed, with equal credulity, the prodigies of the holy 
text, and the dreams and traditions of the Jewisli rabbis. 

The base and plebeian origin of Mahomet is an unskilful calumny of 
the Ghrjstians,(l) who exalt instead of degrading the merit of their ad- 
versary. Ills descent from Ismael w as «i national privilege or fable ; 
but if the fiibt steps of the pedigree (5) are dark and doubtful, he 
eouhl produce many generations of pure and genuine nobility : ho 
sinung from the tribe of Koieish and the family of Ilashem, the most 
illu^tiioiis of the Aiabs, the ]>rinces of Mecca, and the hereditary guar- 
dians of tlie Caaba. grandfather of Mahomet was Ahdol Motalleb, 

the son oi Hashem, a wealthy and generous riti/en, wlu» relieved the 
distress of famine witJi the supplies of commerce. Mecca, which had 
Imh n fed hy the liberality of the father, w'as saved by tlie courage of the 
son. Tile kingdom of Yemen was subject to tho C hristian princes of 

<I) Tilt' of t)>e Jrw3 and riinsuaiis m Aiabia is dt'^enbed hy Pocock from Sharfslaiii, 

A'* ^'Sppcmipu p CO, 131, J HoUiiiger (Hist. Orient, p 2J2-if.'58), d’llerheiot (itihina. 
Oi'otU p 171 — 176 J, llasnagp (Mist dos Juifs, tom. vii. p. 18.^ omi vui p 280. J, and Sale 
Pieliiiiiti.iiy Discourse, p 22, &c. Ac ). 

(2) In ihcir oiferuigH, it whs ,t niaMiii to defraud kI for tho profit of tlic idol, not a more 
potent, but a more iriii.ible, patron (Porotk, Speiuneii, p lOS, 109.), 

Gl) Our vtisions now exMiit, whether Jtwisli or ' hribuan, appear moie rerent than the 
Kniao bill the existence ol a pi lor traiislaiiou ma> be tairly inferred,— ! Irom the perp* 
iiial piactite ofiiie b>n.igo{»uc, ot expoundiini the loliiew bsson by a parapliraxi in the vulgar 
tongue of the counlrv 2 irom ihe Aii.ilojjy ot the Armenian, Persian, htluopic verMoii’., 
cxpre.‘<slv (pjoiid by the ljthcr» ol ibr JiUb cininiv, who ashtrt, that the scnpinies were tratis 
fated into tlie baibanc |,in|!ii.iges (Aallon, Prolegomena ad Uiblia PolygbH. p 34. 5)3 ‘i;. 
Simeon, Mist t iitnpte <lu V el dii N lesCament, tom 1 p ISO, l«i, 282— 286 293.505,300 
tom IV p 2fi6 J 

(4) In CO convenitinl otiiiies ut plebeio vilifpte gcncieortum, &c (’Hottingei, Hbt Orient 
p. Mu) Yet 'I heophaiica, the mo'^t .mcicut of the tiiceks, and t^'e father <a many a he, 
cont<t><^ea that Mahomet waa of the rare of Ibinael, ck hi-'-s y yhWT * rt, i'.\ ; (rbfono«faph. 

(^1)^ A hill fed. i fin Vit. Mohainmsrt « t, ti ), and Ga^tmer (Vw n. M., hornet, p 2i— '17 ) dc- 
Miibe lit p.»mnai ami approvid '^eneiloKy ol the ptophet At Meica, I would not depute 
Us aijihfnucilv al 1 .iiunmu, ! wni \« nl ire to ol-beive, 1 77ia( Irom IsiiMel to Mahoimt 
a ptiifld Mf two Ihot -and live bunditd v«ai», they reckon thirty, iiiste.»a of -tventy live gene- 
).umn« y 7'A/// the iimdrrn Hedominx are ignorant ul iheir history and 1 .ircless of their 
pcdj,nte (\< v.igc d'livitux, p 130. 135 ) 
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Abyssinia: their vassal Abrahah was provoked hy an insult to avenge 
tlic honour of the cross ; and the holy city was invested by a train of 
elephants and an army of Africans. A treaty was proposed ; and in the 
first audience, the grandfather of Mahomet demanded the restitution 
of his cattle- " And why,” said Abrahah, do you not rather implore 
my clemency in favour of your temple, which I have threatened to 
destroy ?” — Because,” replied the intrepid chief, “ the cattle is my 
** own : the Caaba belongs to the gods, and they will defend their 
house from injury and sacrilege.” The want of provisions, or the 
valour of the Cureish, compelled the Abyssinians to a disgraceful re- 
treat : their discomfitnre has been adorned with a miraculous flight of 
birds, wlio showered down stones on the heads of the infidels ; and the 
deliverance was long commemorated by the era of the elcphant.(l) 
The glory of Abdol Slotalleb was crowned with domestic happiness, his 
life was prolonged to the age of one hundred and ten years, and he be- 
came the father of six daughters and thirteen sons. His best beloved 
Abdallah was the most beautiful <*ind modest of the Arabiau youth ; and 
in the first night, whcii he consummated his marriage with Amina, of 
the noble race of the Zahrltes, two hundred virgins are said to have ex- 
pired of jefdousy and despair, Mahomet, or more properly Mahommed, 
the only son of Abdallah and Amina, was born at Mecca, four yeai‘s 
after the death of Justinian, and two months Jifter the defeat of th(j 
Abyssinians, (2) whose victoiy would have introduced into the Caaba 
the religion of the Christians. In his early nfaucy, he was deprived of 
his father, his mother, and his fpand-father ; his uncles were strong 
and numerous ; and in the division of the inheritance, the orjdiaii's 
share was reduced to five camels and an Ethiopian maid-servant. At 
home and abroad, in peace and war, Abu Taleh, the most respectable of 
his uncles, was the guide and piardian of his youth ; in his twenty-fifth 
year, he entered into the service of Cadijah, a rich and noble widow of 
^Iecca, who soon rewarded his fidelity with the gift of her hand and for- 
tune. The marriage-contract, in the simple style of antiquity, recites 
the mutual loves of Mahomet and Cadijah ; describes him as the most 
accomplished of the tribe of Koreish ; and stipulates a dowry of twelve 
ounces of gold and twenty camels, which was supplied by the liberality 
of his uncle.(.3) By this alliance the son of Abdallah was restored to 
the station of his ancestors ; and the judicious matron was content with 
his domestic virtues, till, in the fortieth year of his age,( t) he assumed 
the title of a prophet, and proclaimed the religion of the Koran. 

(1) The scene of this history, or fciblc, is coiilRincd mi the one hniidrcd .'ind fifth ri^ipin of 
the Koran, and CaKOicr (in i'ia;fat ad Vit. Mohain p <8, &c } has translated the JiiHUnical 
narrative of Ahiilfeda, ujucli may he liltistialed from d’derbelut (hihiiot Oiiemale, p > 
and I*uc(>ck (Specimen, p fil ) Pndeaux (I I'e of Mahomet, p 18 ) talh .1 a lie of flic 
coinage of Mahomet; but Sale (Koran, p 501—503 ), who is lialf a Miissiilni.^n, attacks the 
inconsistent faith of the doctor for iHiie^ini; the miracles of the l>elphic 'Apollo. Matacci 
(Alcoran, tom i. part 2 p H tom ii p 823 ) ascrities the mtiacW to ilu* devil, ami ''Ntoits 
from the Mahometans tlie confession, that God would not liave defended against the Chustiaiis 
the idols of the Caab.i. 

(2; Ihe safisl tras of Abu^frda (m Vlt c. i p- 2), of Alexander, or the Greeks, 382, of 
Boclit Naser, or Nahunasicr, 1316. cqindly lead ns to the year 5fi9 'I he old Arahi.iii valendar 
Is too dark and inictitain to support tie Benedirtines (Ait dc veiifier les dates, p 15 ) 
who from the day of the uionlh and week deduce a new mode < t calf illation, and remove the 
birth of Mahomet to the jear ot Chiist 570, tin tenth of Nnveinher. Yet #liis date would 
agiee with the )eai 882 of the Gieeks, which is assigned hy hJiiiaLiii (flisl 8atacen. p 5.) and 
Ahnipbaragtus (dynast p. 101 and r.rrata Pucock's version ) While we teilne onr ebrono 
logv. It 18 possible that the illiteinte prophet was igiinraiit of his own age. 

(3) I copy the Imnoni able testimony of Aim Taleb to his frjiitiy and nephew. Laus del, 
r]ni nos a stupe Abrahanii et semiiic Uinaehs cousutuit et nohni regnmeiii sacram dedit, ct 
nos jiidiccs humiriibus statuit. Porro Mohauiriicd tiliiis Ahdoilalii nepotis imi Cnefiosmeus) 
cpio rum ex arqiio hhrahitiir e Korashidis qiiispiam cui uoii priepoiideratiirus ext honiUtc et 
cxcclUntia, et III < liectii et gloria tt aminine etsi opum ino) s fiieiit (el cede opes iiiiihra 
fdidiLiib iiiint f t depnsilufli qiK'd uddi dehet), (k'Sidirio Chadij.i* iilnc ihowndedi tciietiir, 
et ilia vicisnin qiiKqinil ante'ii doi.r> vice petteiitis, tgu in Uie Mr^cipiaiii (Tocork, 

8pM initii, e st'ptinia |•atle lilni I hn Maindutii) 

(1) Ihe piiv te life of M.ihoinet, fium his hirth to lits niHsioii, is preseived by Ahulleda, 
fin >ii. 1 III - vii.) and the Arabian wiKers ul genuine or apoctypbal note, who are alleged 
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^ According to the tradition of his companions, MahometO ) was dis- 
tinguished by the beauty of his person, an outward gift whicm is seld^ 
desuibcd^ except by those to wliom it has been refused. Before he 
spcke, the orator engriged on his side the affections of a public or private 
audience. The)j applauded his commanding presence, his majestic 
aspect, liis piercing eye, his gracious smile, his flowing beard, his coun- 
tenance that painted every sensation of the soul, and hia gestures that 
enfljrced each expression of the tongue. In the famUhir offices of life 
ho scrupulously adhered to the grave and ceremonious politeness of his 
country : his resi)ectful attention to the rich and powerful was dignified 
by his condescension and affability to the poorest citizens of Mecca : 
the frankness of Ins manner concealed the artifice of his views : and the 
habits of courtesy were imputed to personal friendship or universal be- 
iievoleiice. Ills memory was capacious and retentive, bis wit easy and 
soci.il, his imagination sublime, his Judgment clear, rapid, and decisive, 
lie possessed the courage both of thought and action; mid, altlioii^jh 
his designs might gradiinlly expand with his success, the first idea wliidi 
he entertained of his divine mission bears the stamp of an origm.d and 
superior genius. Tlie son of Abdallah was educated in the bo'iorn of 
the noblest race, in the use of the purest dialect of Arabia, and the 
fluency of his speech was correiited and enhanced by the practice »>!' dis- 
creet ciud seasonable silence. VV’^ith the-se powers of eloipience, Mabomet 
was an illiterate Barbariiin : his youth h.id never been instnuded in tlie 
arts of reading and writing ;('^) the common ignorance exempteil ifini 
from shame or reproach, but he was reduced to a niirrow ciicle of t vis- 
tence, and deprived of those faithful mirrors, which reflect to our mind 
tiie minds of sages and heroes. Vet the book of nature and of man v\ .ts 
open to his view; and some fancy has been indulged in the political and 
philosophical observations which arc ascribed to the Arabian lu / ( t) 
lie compares the nations and the religions of the earth ; discovers tlju 
weakness of the Persian and Homan monarchies; beholds, with pity 
and indignation, the degeneracy of the times ; and res<d> es to mute, 
under one God and one king, the invincible spirit and primitive virtue.^ 
of tJie Arabs, Our more accurate inquiry will suggest, that insto.id t>i 
visiting the courts, the camps, the temples, of the east, the two journev 4 
of Mahomet into Syria were confined to the fairs of Bostra and D.imas- 
«ns ; that he was only thirteen years of age when he accompanied Ibc 
caravan of his uncle, and that his duty compelled him to return a^ socu 
as he had disposed of the merchandise of Cadijah. In these hastj* ami 
superficial excursions, the eye of genius might discern some objects in- 
visible to his grosser companions ; some seeds of knowledge inigiit be 


by UinMni;er (Hist Orient p. 204— 211.), Maracci (tom. 1. p 10— 14 ), auU Gagnui (Vieile 
MahoDiM, lont 1 p 97—134) 

(1) Abiilfedrf, in Vii. c 05, 00 Gagiiier, Vie de Mahomet, tom in. p. 272 - 28*). ihr 
tiadillont ot the person and (onversatiun of the prophet are derived from Ayesha, All .iiid 
Abu Hoiaiia, (Gagnier. torn. n. p 207, Ocklcy's Mist ol the SAracens, vol ii. p na ) Am. 
iianied tbe fAtber of a cat, who died in the year 59 of the Meirira 

(2) Tbosr wiio believe that Mahomet toiild read oi wico, are incapable ot leading whai is 

written, unii aiioiher pen, in the Surats, or chapters of ihe Kocin, 7 2^). OG. lliese texts, 
and the iiadiitoii of the Soiiiia, are adtmued without doubt hy Aluiifeda. (in Vit c 7 ) 
fiagnier, (\ot. ad Abutted, p. 15) pocotk, (Spiniinn, p 151.) Reland, (de Keltgioue 
!Vfohaniint'dtc%, p. S.V>) and Sale. (Ureliinutary DiSLoiiriie, p 4S ) Mr. While, almost alone, 
denies the ignutaiice. to accuse the itiiposiuie of the prophet. His aiguiiients are far lium 
saii'-tui lory I wo short tnidiiig j<niineys u> the tairs ot S>iU, were surely not fauflicient to 
iutuiie a science so rate ninotit; the cni/ens ot Mecca, it was not in the cool deliberate act ot 
a treaty that Mahomet would have 4liop{H.>d the mash : nor can any coiicinsioii he drawn 
fiom the welds of disease and delti nun iUe joiith, before he .r pircd to the pio< 

phclic cluiHclei, must have often exeiclsed, in piivate life, the uits of rtading and witting 
and Ini hist cunveri’) of Im own family, would h.ive been the tiisi lo (inert and upbuld his 
scandHloiis liypotnsy. (White’s hermons, p, 29.1, 201. Notes, p .’Vi 5^ ) 

(o) I he count de Boulaiuvilliets {Vie de Mahomed, p. 202—228) le.uli. his Aiahiaii pupil, 
like the Teleu^a^hM‘^ of l eiielon. or ilie t.vriib ot Itaiiibay His journey to the court of Persia 
19 piobaldy a ftclioii; nor tan I n.ut ihe orisni ol ills excHinatioii, tes (irecs sont pour, 
taut dcs lioinnies ” Hie two byiiaii joiiineih .ire eNpiessed liy almost ail the Uabiaii writers 
butii Mahoiueiaiis and i bust uns. (U.igiiii't, ad Abulfed p Id) 
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cast upon a fruitful soil : but his ignorance of the Syriac language must 
have checked his curiosity ; and 1 cannot perceive in the life or writ- 
ings of Mahomet, that his prospect was far extended beyond the limits 
of the Arabian world. From every region of that solitary woidd, the 
pilgrims of Mecca were annually assembled, by the calls of devotion 
and commerce : in the free concourse of multitudes, a simple citizen, 
in his native tongue, might study the political state and character of the 
tribes, the theory and practice of the Jews and Christians. Some useful 
strangers might be tempted or forced, to implore the rights of hospi- 
tality ; and the enemies of Mahomet have named the Jew, the Persian, 
and the Syrian monk, whom they accuse of lending their secret aid to 
the composition of the Koran.(l) Conversation enriches the under- 
standing, but solitude is the school of genius ; and the uniformity of a 
work denotes the hand of a single artist. From his earliest youth, Ma- 
homet was addicted to religious contemplation : each year, during the 
month of Ramadan, he withdrew from the world and from the arms of 
Cadijali : in the cave of Hera, three miles from Mccca,(2) he consulted 
the spirit of fraud oi enthusiasm, whose abode is not in the heavens, 
hut ill the miml of the prophet. The faith which, under the n.ame of 
Idam, he preached to his family and nation, is compounded of an eter- 
nal truth, and a necessary fiction. That there is only one God, and 
’jjiAT Mahomet is the atostie of Gen. 

It i» the boast of the Jewish apologist*, that while the learned na- 
tions of antbpiity were deluded by the fabU*^ of Polytheism, their simple 
ancestors of Palestine preserved the knowledge and worship of the true 
God. 'I’lie moifil attributes of Jehovah may not easily be reconciled 
with the standard of human virtue : his metaphysical qualities are darkly 
exjiressed; but each page of the Pentateuch and the Piophcts is an 
evidence ol his power : the unity of his name is inscribed on the first 
table of the law ; and his sanctuary was never defiled by any visible 
image of the invisible essence. After the ruin of the temple, the faith 
of the Hebrew exiles was purified, fixed, and enlightened, by the spiri- 
tual devotion of the synagogue ; and the authority ot ^lahomet will 
not justify his perpetual reproach, tluit the Jews ot Mecca or Medina 
adoied Ezra as the son of God.(.8) But the children of Israel had eeaseil 
to be a people ; and the religions of the world w'ere guilty, at least in 
tlie eyes ot the prophet, of giving sons, or daughters, or companions, to 
the supremo (Jod. In the rude idolatry of the Arabs, the crime is mani- 
fest and audacious : the Sabians are poorly excused by the pre-eminence 
of the first pLanet, or intelligence in their celestial hierarchy ; and in 
the Magian system the conflict of the two principles betrays the 'mper- 
fection of the conqueror. The CJiristians of the seventh centur)^ had 
insensibly relapsed into a semblance of Paganivsm ; thei/* public and 
private vows were addressed to the relics and images that cisgraced the 
temples of the east ; the throne of the Almighty was darkened by a 
cloud of martyrs, anil saints, and angels, the objects of popular \ enera- 
tion ; and the Collyridian heretics who flourislied in the fruit! ul soil of 
Arabia, invested the Virgin Mary with the name and honours of a 
goddess.(4) The mysteries of the Trinity and Incarnatiim appear to 

(1) I am not ai leisure to pursue titc fables or conjectiir#*^ wIik Ij uaiiv. Ihe sttaucera ac- 
cubeti (11 suspected by tlie iiiliUels of Mecca. fKoMii, c. 16 p. c. oo p U97. ivuli sale's 
Remarks Trideaiix's Life of Mahomet, p 22 27 Onspiier, Not, ad IbiilUd p 11 71. 
Maracri, tom fi p 100.) Even Pndeaiix lias ob'^er\cd that the tiaiisacooii must iiax: been 
secret, and that the scene lay in the heart of Arabia 

(2) Abnlfeda, in Vit. c. 7. p. 15 <iai;nier, tom i, p. 133 135. The situation of nioimt 
Hera is remarked by Abtilleda. (r>eogiaph. Arab, p 1.; Yei .Mahomet bad never re.id ot 
the tave of Lijeiia, ubj iioctiini^ Niima consii(iieb.(r aiiijc«e, ol the ld<ean moimt where 
Minos c mversed with Jove, &c. 

(3; Koiaii, c a p. 15.3. A1 Ketdawi, and the other ci tntiientalors quoted bv Sale, adhere 
to the ch.iii^e, hut I do not n .dei stand that it coluiirrd by tiie most obac ire or ahinrd 
li.'idmrm ol the lalintiilj4i>. 

(4) Holtni^ei, Hist, oiiuil. p 225-228 rhe ColUriili.m heresy w'ls c?riud fiom lliiare 
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contradict the principle of the divine unity. In their obvious sense^ 
they introduce three equal deities, and transform the man Jesus into 
♦he substance of the son of God:(l) an orthodox commentary will sa- 
tisfy only a believing mind : intemperate curiosity and zeal had torn 
the veil of the sanctuary ; and each of the oriental sects was eager to 
confess that all, except themselves, deserved the reproach of idolatry 
and polytheism. The creed of Mahomet is free from suspicion or am- 
biguity ; and the Koran is a glorious testimony to the unity of God. 
Tho prophet of Mecca rejected the worship of idols and men, of stars 
and planets, on the rational principle that w hatever rises must set, that 
whatever is born must die, that whatever is corruptible must decay and 
perish.(a) In the author of the universe, his rational enthusiasm con- 
fessed and adored an infinite and eternal being, without form or place, 
without issue or similitude, present to our most secret thoughts, exist- 
ing by the necessity of his own nature, and deriving from himself all 
moral and intellectual perfection. These sublime truths, thus announced 
in the language of the prophct,(3) are firmly held by liis discipli*s, .and 
defined with metaphysiciil precision by the interpreters of the Koran. 
A philosophic theist might subscribe the popular creed of the Mahome- 
tans ;( t) a creed too sublime perha])s for our present faculties. What 
object remains for the fancy, or even the understanding, when we have 
abstracted from the unkiiowm substance all ideas of time and spac-e, of 
motion and matter, of sensation and reflection ? The first princiifie of 
reason and revelation w as confirmed by the voice of Mahomet ; his 
proselytes, from India to Morocco, are distinguished by the name of 
Uvitiutans ; and the danger of idolatry has been prevented by the in- 
terdiction of images. The doctrine of eternal decrees and absolute 
predestination is strictly embraced by the Mahometans ; and they strug- 
gle w ith the common difficulties, /touy to reconcile the prescience of God 
with the freedom and responsibility of man; hoio to explain the per- 
mission of evil under the reign of infinite power and infinite goodness. 

'I'he God of nature has written Iiis existence on all his w'orks, and his 
law in the heart of man. To restore the knowledge of the one and the 
practice of tlie otlier, has been the real or pretended aim of the urophets 
of every age ; the liberality of Mahomet allowed to his [iredecessors 
tho same credit which he claimed for himself; and the chain of in- 
•^piratiun was prolonged from the fall of Adam to the promulgation 
of the Koran.f.'J) During that period, some rays of prophetic liglit 
had been imparted to one hundred and twenty-four thousand of 
the elect, discriminated by their respective measures of \irtue and 
grace; three hundred and thirteen apostles were sent with a special 
coiiiinissiou to recall their country from idolatry and vice ; one 


nj<*y to tlie goddess Tliis example, that of Berillus bishop of Bt><tn, (Eiiseb. Hist. 

♦ liij vl c .'^.3 ) and several otlim, may excuse tiM repioacli. Aiabi.t ii<i>resem ferax 

(1) I hr Ihirc goils in the Koran (c. i p Fd. c. 5 p 1)2) are ohvi.Mi>>iv directed against 
oMi CatholK ni>«-trry , but the Arabic commentators iind •^tnlld them of the Kaliier, the .Son, 
anil tho \ irgiii Mary, an heretical tiinily. inaiiiiained, a is said, by some llaihaiians at the 
I >iniril of \kp. (i iitvcb. Aimal tom i i» -tW ) But the existence of the Uarfantfrs 
ii‘»'nicd h> the candid Beaiisnbie, (Hist de Manicheisiiie, lorn i p. .‘>5'2 ) and he derives the 
inivtake fioin tUe word Koitah, the Holy <ihosl, which in xonic oiiental toiiRiics is of the fr* 
iitiiiiiir gender, and is risniatively styled the mother of Chiioi in the oospel ot the Nazarenea. 

(‘2) ‘I his Irani of thoiight is pliilosophicath exemplitlcri in thechaiacier ol Ahiah.tiii, who 
oppo-,cd 111 chalde.t the fiist intiodiictiot) of Idolatry (Koran, c. S. p. 106 U’llci helot, Bib 
liot orient, p. 1,3 ) 

(3) Sec the Koiaii, pailtcnUrly the second, fp. 50.) the dftc seventh, fp ■!,■>;) the lilty- 
eiehili, (p. 411 ) (hapter, which piochiiin the oiiiiiipoteiite of the < lia.io 

(4) 1 lie most oiihodox creeds ale translated by Pocoik, (‘‘pcv mini, p 274. ‘.Nt ) 
OcklcV (Hist, of ilic ** n.’ccns, vol ii p 82 - ‘)3) ) Itelaiid, (<lc Iteliifi'Mi. Moii.mi lib i p 
7— K3 ) and i haiditi (\ova»cs cn Prrsr, imii t p. 4 2.S.) ihc gicat truthtbal (.od ifuilli- 
oiii Miiiilitiide, IS fi)oil^ll!\ ciiiuiMMi by Maiaui, (Alcoran, loni. i. pait iii. p. 87'--U4.) be- 
cause he made man aflei Ins own image. 

(5) JleJaiid, dr Helm Moliani lib i. p 17 - 47 (sale’s Pielimniaiy T)ii>conrse p 7*3 -76 > 
Voyage de Cb.irdiii, tom iv ji 28 37 and .37 -47 f<>» the Persian addition, “ AU Is lh« 
vicar of God Ycl i. e precise iiutiibcr of prophets is not an aitlck of fftilb. 
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hundred and four volumes had been dictated by the holy spirit ; and 
six legislators of transcendent brightness have announcea to man- 
kind the six successive revelations of various rites^ but of one immut- 
able religion. The authority and station of Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, Christ, and Mahomet, rise in just gradation above each other ; 
but whosoever hates or rejects any one of the prophets is numbered 
with the infidels. The writings of the patriarchs were extant only in 
the apocryphal copies of the Greeks and Syrians :(1) the conduct of 
Adam had not entitled him to the gratitude or respect of his children : 
tlie seven precepts of Noah were observed by an inferior and imperfect 
class of the proselytes of the synagogue,(S) and the memory of Abra- 
ham was obscurely revered by the Sabiaiis in his native land of Chaldea : 
of the myriads of prophets, Moses and Christ alone lived and reigned ; 
and the remnant of the inspired writings was comprised in the books 
of the Old and the New Testament. The miraculous story of Moses 
is consecrated and embellished in the Koran ;(3) and the captive Jews 
enjoy the secret revenge of imposing their own belief on the nations 
whose recent creeds they deride. For the author of Christianity, the 
Mahometans are taught by the* prophet to entertain a high and mys- 
terious reverence.(4) ** Verily, Christ Jesus, the son of Mary, is the 
apostle of God, and his word, winch he conveyed into Mfiry, and a 
Spirit proceeding from him : honourable in this world, and in tlie 
w'orld to come ; and one of those who appi i -ich near to the presence of 
** God.'X^) The wonders of the genuine am* apocryphal gospels(6) are 
profusely heaped on his head ; and the Latin church has not disdained 
to borrow from the Koran the immaculate conception(7) of his virgin 
mother. Yet Jesus was a mere mortal ; and, at the day of judgment, 
his testimony wdll serve to condemn both the Jews, who reject him as 
a prophet, and the Christians, who adore him as the Son of God. The 
malice of his enemies aspersed his reputation, and conspired against 
his life ; but their intention only was guilty, a phantom or a criminal 
was substituted on the cross, and the innocent saint was translated to 
the seventh heaven.(^8) During six hundred years the gospel was the 
way of truth and s^vatiun : but the Christians insensibly forgot both 
the laws and the example of their founder ; and Mahomet was instructed 
by the Gnostics to accuse the church, as well .as the syiuagogue, of cor- 
rupting the integi-ity of the sacred text.(9) The piety of Moses and of 

Cl) For the apocryphal hooka of Adam, sec Fabrlciiia, Codex Pseiidepigraptina V. T. p. 27 
—29; of Seth, p. 154—157, of Enoch, p. ICO— 219. But the b(K>k of Enoch is consecrated, 
in some measure, by the quotation of the apostle of bi Jude, and a long legendary fiaviiieiit 
is alleged by Syncelliis and Scaliger 

(2) I he seven precepts of Noah are explained by Marsham, (Canon Cbroiilcns, p. 154 -ISO ) 
who adopts on this occasion, the learning and credulity of Selden. 

(3) oi Adam^ ISloaht Abraham, A/ovcj, &c in the Bibliothcqut of d*Heibelot, 
are gaily bedecked with the fanciful legends ot the Mahoinetani, who have bullion the ground 
work of Scriptiiie and the lalitiiid. 

fi) Koran, c. 7 P 128, See. c. 10 p 173, Il'Herbelot, p. C47, &c. 

(5) Koran, c. 3. p, 80 c. 4. p €0. l>'llerbel«>t, p. 399, 

(6) See the gospel of St. Thomas, or of the Inlancy, in the Codex Apocrypbns N. T ot 
Fabiuiiis, «bo odtects the various testimonies concerning it (p. 128—158 ) It was published 
in Gieek by Cotclier, and in Arabic by .Sike, who thinks our present copy more recent than 
Mahomet. Yet his quotations agree with the original about the speech of Christ in his cradle, 
his living birds of clay, &c (Hihet c. 1. p. 108, 169. r. 36. p. 198, 199. c 46 p. 206 Votelitr, 
c. 2. p ICO, 161.) 

(7) It is darkly hinted in the Koran, fc 3 p. .19 ) and more clearly expiaiiied by the tia> 
ditioii of the Soiniites (bale's Note, and Muracci, tom. ii. p U2.) In the tweltth century, the 
iiiiriiaculate conception was condenitied by 8i. Bernard as a i>resnmptuous novelty, (Fra. I'aolo, 
Istoria del Coiiciiio di Frento, itb. ii ^ 

(8; See the Koran, c 3 v 53 and c. 4 v. 156 of Maracct’s edition. Deus e&t praestantiS' 
siiiiiia dolose agentiuiii (an odd phrase) . . . nee cruciflxeiuiit euiii, sed objccta esi eis 
siinilitudo ; an expression that may suit with the system of the Ooretes; but the conimeiila 
tors believe (Maiarci, tom il. p, 113— H5 173. .Sale, p. 42 43 79.) that another man, a 
friend or an eiiciii), was criicifleil in the likeness «i Jesns , a fable which they had read, in 
the gospel of St Baiiiabus, and which had been slatted as eaily as the time of Ircnaeui, liy 
some I'tniiiiite lieiciics. (Beaii«obre, Hist, du Maniiheisiiie, toui. Ii. p. 25. Moslieim, de 
Ueb Christ, p. .153.) 

(9) Ihis charge is obscurely urged in the Koran . (c. 3. p. 45.) but neither Mahomet, nor 
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Christ rejoiced in the assurance of a future prophet^ more illustriotie 
thfin themselves : the evangelic promise of the Paraclete, or Holy Ghost, 
was prefigured in the name, and accomplished in the person, oi Miiho- 
met,(l) tlje greatest and last of the a])ostles of God. 

The communication of ideas requires a similitude of thought and 
language ; the discourse of a philosopher would vibrate without effect 
on the ear of a peasant ; yet how minute is the distance of their un- 
derstandings, if It be compared with the contact of an infinite and a 
finite mind, with the word of God expressed by the tongne or the pen 
of a mortal ? The inspiration of the Hebrew prophets, of the apostles 
and evangelists of Christ, miglit not be incompatible with the exercise 
of their reason and memory ; and the diversi^ of their genius is strongly 
marked in the style of the Old and New Testament. But Mahomet 
was content with a character, more humble, yet more sublime, of a 
eiinple editor ; the substance of the Koran, according to himself or 
his disciples, is uncreated and eternal ; subsisting in the essence of the 
Deity, and inscribed with a pen of light on the table of his everlasting 
decrees. A paper copy in a volume of silk and gems, was brought down 
to the lowest heaven by the angel Gabriel, who, under the Jewish 
economy, had indeed been dispatched on the most important errands ; 
and this trusty messenger successively revealed the chapters and verses 
to the Arabian prophet. Instead of a perpetual and perfect measure of 
the divine will, the fragments of the Koran were produced at the*dis- 
cretioii of Mahomet ; each revelation is suited to the emergencies of 
his policy or passion ; and all contradiction is removed by the saving 
maxim, that any text of Scripture is abrogated or modified by any sub- 
socjuent passage. Tlie word of God, and of the apostle, was diligently 
recorded by his disciples on palm-leaves and the shoulder-bones of 
mutton ; and the pages, without order or connexion, were cast into a 
domestic chest in the custody of one of his wives. Two years after the 
death of Mahomet, the sacred volume was collected and published by 
his fiierid and successor Abubeker : the work was revised by the caliph 
Othinan, in the thirtietli year of the Hegira ; and the various editions 
of the Koran assert the same miraculous privilege of a uniform and in- 
corruptible text. In tlie spirit of enthusia.sm or vanity, the prophet 
rests the truth of his mission on the merit of his book, aud^iciously 
challenges both men and aiigeLs to imitate the beauties of a single page, 
and presumes to ;issert that God alone could dictate this incomparable 
performaiice.{.‘J) This argument is most powerfully addressed to a de- 
vout Arabian, w'hose mind is attuned to faith and rapture, whose ear is 
<lelighted by the music of sounds, uud w'hose ignorance is incapable of 
comparing the productions of human geniu8.(l') The harmony and 
copiousness of style will not reach, in a version, the European infidel : 
he will peruse with impatience the endless incoherent rhapsody of fable, 
ami pret.ept, and declamation, which seldom excites a sentiment or an 
idea, wiiich sometimes craw Is in the dust, and is sometimes lost in the 


Ins uresiiiricttiiitly versed iti Ktiitfiiages and critUuin to !j;ive my weij^bt or colour to 

tLeir suftptetuns Yet tlie Atiaim and Ne*»iorian8 could lelate i>ouie stunt!*, and the illiie* 
rale prophet iiiight Ibieii to the bold abseiiioii* of the Matiicbaians. See Bcausobre, tom. i. p. 
i'Ut - 305. 

(J) Among the prophecies of the Old and New Tcst.iiiiCiir, winch are perverted by the 
fiHiid or Ignorance <»f the Miissnlnmii*, thei apply to the piophtnhe piouiiacut the /Vaotfc/c, 
or CoiJiluilcr, which bad been ulieady uautped by the Montaitisis and Maniclia'ans , (bean 
sobre, llist ( iitiqiiedu Mauicheisuie, toin i. p 263, Kc ) and the eas> clouiKe of lelteis, 
‘ittpiH'S.vTot for iraf,aK\,fToit JiOolUa the etymology of the name of ittuhajmiied (Maracc), tom. 

I jwrt \. p. 15—28 ) 

tor UieKoian, see d'Uerbelot. p. 85 -8S. Mamcci, toai. 1. in Mohammed, p 22— 
45. Mb', Pielinmiary I»n»toiiue, p. 56— 7C. 

(3) Koiaii, c. 17 5 S'). In Sale, p. 23.5, o36 In Maraci I, p 410. 

(1) Yet a sitt ot Ai ibiaii!>\«ai pci»ii.ul(‘d, tl..it ii inighl be eqinllcd or surpassed by a human 
l»«n (Pocotk, Specimen p 2-'l, Ac ) , ami Maiacii (il.“ ptdt'inic in iim b.ud for the transla> 
i»i' (IciidvM the ihynung .lUtciaiiun o( the most applauded pussagt (tom. i pail ii. p. 69— 
T5;. 
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clouds. The divine attributeB exalt the fancy of the Arabian misBion-> 
ary ; but his loftiest strains must yield to the sublime simplicity of the 
book of Job, composed in a remote a^e, in the same country and in the 
same langua{sfe.(l) If the composition of the Koran exceed the facuL 
ties of a man, to what superior intelligence should we ascribe the Iliad 
of Homer or the Philippics of Demosthenes ? In all religious, the life 
of the founder supplies the silence of his written revelation : the sayings 
of Mahoment were so many lessons of truth ; his actions so many ex- 
amples of virtue ; and the public and private memorials were preserved 
by uis wives and companions. At the end of two hundred years, the 
Sonna, or oral law, was fixed and consecrated by the labours of A1 Bo- 
chari, who discriminated seven thousand two hundred and seventy-five 
traditions, from a mass of three hundred thousand reports, of a more 
doubtful or spurious character. Each day the pious author prayed in 
the temple of Mecca, and performed his ablutions with the water of 
Zemzeni ; the pages were successively deposited on the pulpit, and the 
sepulchre of the apostle; and the work has been approved by the four 
orthodox sects of the Sonnites.(2) 

The mission of the ancient prophets, of Moses, and of Jesus, hiid been 
confirmed by many splendid prodigies ; and Mahomet was repeatedly 
urged, by the inhabitants of Mecca and Medina, to produce a similar 
evidence of his divine legation ; to call down from heaven the angel or 
the volume of his revelation, to create a garden in the desert, or to 
kindle a conflagration in the unbelieving cit^. As often as he is pressed 
by the demands of the Koreish, he involves himself in the obscure 
boasst of vision and prophecy, appeals to the internal proofs of his doc- 
trine, and shields himself behind the providence of God, wlio refuses 
those signs and wonders that would depreciate the merit of faith and 
aggravate the guilt of infidelity. But the modest or angry tone of his 
apologies betrays his weakness and vexation ; and these passages of 
scandal, establish beyond suspicion, the integrity of the Koran.(3) The 
votaries of Mahomet are more assured than himself of his miraculous 
gifts, and their confidence and credulity increase as they are farther 
removed from the time and place of his spiritual exploits. They be- 
lieve or affirm that trees went forth to meet him ; that he was saluted 
by stones ; that water gushed from his fingers ; that he fed the hungry, 
cured the sick, and raised the dead ; that a beam groaned to him ; tliat 
a (;amel complained to him ; that a shoulder of mutton informed him of 
its being poisoned ; and that both animate and inanimate nature were 
equally subject to the apostle of God.(tJ Ilis dream of a nocturnal 
journey is seriously described as a real and corporeal transaction. A 
mysterious animal, the borak, conveyed him from the temple of Mecca 
to that of Jerusalem, with his companion Gabriel, he siuxessively Jis- 
cended the seven heavens, and received and repaid the talutations of 
the patriarchs, the prophets, and the angels, in their respective man- 
sions. Beyond the seventh heaven, Mahomet alone was permitted to 


(!> Cnlloquia tivhether real or fabulous) m media Arabia ntqne ab Arabibiis. babUa (l.owth, 
d«* PoesI Hebi v.irum Praelcct 32 -31 with Ins Germau editor MIchaelis. Kpinietroii Iv.) 
Yet Michaelis (p. 671—^3.) lias detected maiiv bitypliait images, the clepIfMttilisiM, papyrus, 
Nile, trocodile, Ac The language Is ambiguously st)led, JraMcthlJtl/raa* The resem- 
blance of the si'tei dialects was iniicii more visible iii (heir childhood than in (heir iiiatuie 
age. (Mirhaelis, p. C82 Schu tens, in Friefat Job) 

(2) Al llochari died A. H. 224. See d'Herbelot. p. 208, 416. 827. Gagiiier, Not. ad Abiil 
fed c. 19 p. 53. 

(3) See more reniatliably, Koran, c 2 C. 12, 13 17. Prldeaux (Life of Mahomet, p 18, 19.) 
has confoitiided the ini|>ostor. Alaracci, with a more learned app.>ratus. has shewn that the 
passages which deny liis miracles are clear and ,)n8itive, (Alcoran, tom i part. 11. p. 7- 12.) 
and those which seem to assert them, are amblgnons and Itisnfflcieiit. (p. 12—22 ) 

(4) See the Hpecimen Hifsl Arabum, the text of Abulplui-agiiis. p. 17 lb* noiet of Pocnck, 
n 187—190 iVMerhelot Bibhoibeide Orieittale, p 76, 77. Vo>ageB de Chardin, tom iv. p. 
SfOO 201 Marai < I (Alcoran, loiii i. p. 22-64.) has most lalmnously collected and confuted 
the miia,lLs and propbecie* of Mahomet, wbteh, according to some writers, amount to three 
thousand. 
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proceed ; ho passed the veil of unity, approached within two bow-shots 
of the throne, and a felt a cold that pierced him to the heart, when his 
shoulder was touched by the hand oi God. After this familiar, though 
important conversation, he again descended to Jerusalem, re-mounted 
the borak, returned to Mecca, and performed in the tenth part of a 
night, the journey of many thousand year8.(l) Accordinff to another 
legend, the apostle confounded in a national assembly the malicious 
challenge of the Koreish. His resistless word split asunder the orb of 
the moon : the obedient planet stooped from her station in the sky, 
accomplished the seven revolutions round the Caaba, siduted Mahomet 
in the Arabian tongue, and suddenly contracting her dimensions, entered 
at the collar, and issued forth through the sleeve, of his shirt.(2) The 
vulgar are amused with these marvellous tales ; but the gravest of the 
Mussulman doctors imitate the modesty of their master, and indulge a 
latitude of faith or interpretation.(3) They might speciously allege, 
that in preaching the religion, it was needless to violate the harmony, 
of nature ; that a creed unclouded with mystery, may be excused from 
miracles ; and that the sword of Mahomet was not less potent than the 
rod of Moses. 

The polytheist is oppressed and distracted by the variety of supersti- 
tion : a thousand rites of Egyptian origin were interwoven with the 
essence of the Mosaic law ; and the sfiirit of the gospel had evaporated 
in the pageantry of the church. The prophet of Mecca was tempted 
by prejudice, or policy, or patriotism, to sanctify the rites of the Ara- 
bians, and the custom of visiting the holy stone of the Caaba. But the 
precepts of Mahomet himself inculcate a more simple and rational 
piety : prayer, fasting, and alms, are the religious duties of a Mussul- 
man ; arid he is encouraged to hope, that prayer will carry him half way 
to God, fasting will bring him to the door of his palace, and alms will 
gain him admittance. (4) I. According to the tradition of the nocturnal 
journey, the apostle, in his personal conference with the Deity, was 
commanded to imp(»se on his disciples the daily obligation of fifty pray- 
ers. By the advice of Moses, he a)>plied for an alleviation of this into- 
lerable burden ; the number was gradually reduced to five ; without 
any dispensation of business or pleasure, or time or place^ the devotion 
of the faithful is repeated at day-break, at noon, in the afternoon, in 
the evening, and at the first watch of the night ; and, in the present 
decay of religious fervour, our travellers are edified by the profound 


(1) The nocturnal journey ia circiimatantially related by iibnifeda (in Vit Mahommed, c. 19. 
p 33 ), who wishes to think it a vision , by Prideaiix (p. i 40.), who a^qiravatea the ahsurdl 
ties, and by Oa^iiier (toni. i p 343.), who declares, from the zeahms A(i Jannabl, that 
to deny this journey, is to disbelieve the Koran. Yet the Koran, without nainiiis either 
heaven, or Jerusalem, or Mecca, lias only dropped a mysterious hint Laiis ilU qni transtulit 
servuin siiiiiii ab oratorio Harain ad oratonmn remotissiimim (Koran, c xvii.5. 1. in Maracci, 
tom. li p. 407. for Salt’s version ii more licentious.). A sleuder basis for the aerial structure 
of tradiuon. 

(2) III the prophetic style, which uses the present or past for the future, Mahoirct had 
said,— AppropiiiquavU honi ct scissa est luiiH (Koran, c 31 5. 1 lii Maracci tom ii. p 088 }. 
iliis figure of ihetonc has been convened into a fart, which is said to lie attested by the 
most respectable eye'Wituesses (Maracci, tom ii. p 090. Ibe festival is still celebrated by 
the Persians (( hardiii, tom. iv. p. 301.) , and the legend is tediously spun nut by Gagnier 
(Vie de Mahomet, tom. i, p. lH3—i3i ), on the faith, as it should seem, of the credulous .11 
Jaiiiiabi. Yet a Mahometan doctor has arraigned the credit of the principal witness (apiid 
Poiock, Specimen, p. 187 ); the best interpreters are content with the simple sense of the 
Koran (Al Beidat«i, apud HoUiiiger, Hist. Orient, lib. it. p. 30:2 . and the silence of Abiilfeda 
is worthy of a pi nice and a philosopher. 

(3) Abiilpbaragiiis, in Specimen. Hist. Arab. p. 17 and his scepticism is justified m the 
imtes of Pocock, p. 190—194 from the purest authorities. 

( 4 ) The most authentic account of these precepts, pilgrimage, prayer, t.'isting, alms, and 
ablutions, is extracted from the Persian and Arabian theologians by Maiacci (Prodioiii, part 
iv. p 9—34.), Rctand (in his exceliciit treatise de Religioiic* Mohammcdica, Liieclit, 1717, 
p (j 7 -123.), and ChanI in (Voyages eii Perse, tom. iv, p 47—195) Maracci is a partial 
accuser; hut the jeweller, Chardin, had the eyes of a philosopher, and Keland, a judicious 
student, had travelled over the east in his closet at Utrecht. The fourteenth letter tif Tour- 
iiefort (Voyage du Levant, tom. ii p. 525—360, in octavo) describes what be had seen of the 
religion of the 1 urks, 
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liuinilit>r and attention of the Turks and Persians. Cleanliness is the 
key of prayer : the frequent lustration of the hands^ the face^ and the 
body, which was practised of old by the Arabs, is solemnly enjoined by 
the Koran ; and a permission is formally panted to supply with sand 
the scarcity of water. The words and attitudes of supplication, as it 
is performed either sitting, or standing:, or prostrate on the ground, are 
prescribed by custom or authority, but the prayer is poured forth in 
short and fervent ejaculations ; the measure of zeal is not exhausted by 
a tedious liturgy ; and each Mussulman, for his own person, is invested 
with the character of a priest. Amongst the theists, who reject the use 
of images, it has been found necessary to restrain the wanderings of 
the fancy, by directing the eye and the thought towards a hebta^ or 
visible point of the horizon. The prophet was at first inclined to gra- 
tify the Jews by the choice of Jerusalem ; but he soon returned to a 
more natural partiality ; and five times every day the eyes of the nations 
of Astraccin, at Fez, at Delhi, are devoutly turned to the holy temple of 
Mecca. Yet every spot for the service of God is equally pure ; the 
Mahometans indifierently pray in their chamber, or in the street. As a 
distinction from the Jews and Christians, the Friday in each week is 
set apart for the useful institution of public worship : the peo]>lc are 
assembled in the mosch ; and the iman, some respectable elder, ascends 
the pulpit, to begin the prayer, and pronounce the sermon. But the 
Mahometan religion is destitute of priesthood or sacrifice ; and the inde- 
pendent spirit of fanaticism looks down with contempt on the ministers 
and the riaves of superstition. II. The voluntary(l) penance of the 
ascetics, the torment and glory of their lives, was odir>us to a prmdiet 
who censured in his companions a rash vow of abstaining from flesh, 
and women, .and sleep ; and firmly declared that he would suffer no 
monks in his religion.(2) Yet he instituted, in each year, a fast of 
thirty days ; and strenuously recommended the observance, as a disci- 
pline which purifies the soul, and subdues the body, as a salutary exer- 
cise of obedience to the will of God and his apostle. During the month 
of Ramadan, from the rising to the setting of the sun, the Mussulman 
abstains from eating, and drinking, and women, and baths, and per- 
fumes; from all nourishment that can restore his strength, from all 
pleasure that cjm gratify his senses. In the revolution of the lunar 
year, the Ramadan coincides by turns with the winter cold, and the 
summer heat ; and the patient martyr, without assuaging his thirst with 
a drop of water, must expect the close of a tedious and sultry day. The 
interdiction of wine, peculiar to some orders of priests or hermits, is 
converted by Mahomet alone into a positive and general law :(.3) and a 
considerable portion of the globe has abjured, at his command, tlie use 
of that salutary, though dangerous liquor. These painful restraints 
are, doubtless, infringed by tlxe libertine, and eluded by the hypocrite 
but the legislator, by whom they are enacted, cannot sur dy be accused 
of alluring his proselytes by the indulgence of their sensual appetites- 
III. The charity of tne Mahometans descends to the animal ci edition ; 
and the Korun repeaterlly inculcates, not .is a merit, but as a strict and 
indispensable duty, the relief of the indigent and unfortunate. Mahf»- 
met, perhaps, is the only la\vgiver who luis defined the precise measure 

0) Malionjet (Sale's Komii, c. ix. p 155.) n'pio.ichcs the Chrifttj?Ds with takinsr their 
priests and ii.onks for iheir besides God. Y< t Maracci (Prodroitins, part iii p. «), 70 ) 
excuses the ivnrship, espcri.tlly of the pope, and from the Koran itself, the case of 

bblis, or Satan, who was cast from heaven for refusing to adore Adam. 

(2) Koran, c. v. p 94 and Sale»s note, which relers to the authority of Jallaloddin and Al 
Beidawi D'llerholut declares, tiiat Mahutiiet condeiniied ia vtc rriigU'ityr, and lli.iL the first 
swarms of fakiis, dervises, &c. did not appear till aiui the year 3U0 of the liegira (Itiblioth. 
Orient, p 292--7W ). 

(.7) See the double proliihitioii (Koran, c. ii p 25 r v p. 94 ) : the one in the style of a 
feinslator, the other iti that of a fanadc. I he ptihhc and private morivea of Mahomet are 
iiivestufated by Pitdeaux (Life of Mahomet, p 62-C4 ) and Sale (Prellininary Discourse, 
p. X24 ). 
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of charity : the btandard may vary with the degree and nature of pro* 
perty, as it consists either in money, in corn or cattle, in fruits or mer- 
chandise : but the Mussulman does not accomplish the law, unless he 
bestows a tenth of his revenue ; and if his conscience accuses him of 
fraud or extortion, the tenth, under the idea of restitution, is enlarged 
to a fifth.(^\^ Benevolence is the foundation of justice, since we are 
forbid to injure those whom we are bound to assist. A prophet may 
reveal the secrets of heaven and of futurity ; but in his moral precepts 
he can only repeat the lessons of our own hearts. 

The two articles of belief, and the four practical duties of Islam, are 
guarded by rewards and punishments ; and the faith of the Mussulman 
is devoutly fixed on the event of the judgment and the last day. The 
projdiet has not presumed to determine the moment of that awful catas- 
trophe, though he darkly announces the signs, both in heaven and earth, 
which will precede the universal dissolution, wdien life shall be destroy- 
ed, and the order of creation shall be coofoumled in the primitive chaos. 
At the blast of the trumpet, new worlds will start into being ; angels, 
genii, and men, will arise from the dead, and the human soul will again 
be united to the body. The doctrine of the resurrection was first enter- 
tained by the Egyptians ;(2) and their mummies were embalmed, their 
pyramids were constructeu, to preserve the ancient mansion of the soul, 
during a period of three thousand years. But the attempt is partial and 
unavailing ; and it is with a more philosophic spirit that Mahomet relies 
on the omnipotence of the Creator, whose word can re-animate the 
breathless clay, and collect the innumerable atoms, that no longef retain 
their form (»r substance.(3) The intermediate state of the soul it is 
hard to decide ; and those who most firmly believe her immaterial 
nature, are at a loss to understand how she can think or act without the 
agency of the organs of sense. 

The re-union of the soul and body will be followed by the final judg- 
ment of mankind ; and in his copy of the Magian picture, the prophet 
has too faithfully represented the forms of proceeding, and even the 
slow and successive operations of an earthly tribunal. By his intolerant 
adversaries he is upbraided for extending, even to themselves, the hope 
of salvjition ; for asserting the blackest heresy, that every man who 
believes in God, and accomplishes good works, may expect in the last 
tlay a favourable sentence. Such rational indifference is ill adapted to 
the character of a fanatic ; nor is it probable that a messenger from 
heaven should depreciate the value and necessity of his own revelation. 
In the idiom of tne koran^i) the belief of God is inseparable from that 
of Mahomet ; tJie good works are those which he has enjoined ; and the 
two qualifications imjily the profession of Islam, to wdiich all nations 
and all sects are equally invited. Their spiritual blindness, though 
ext used by ignorance and crowned with virtue, will be scourged with 
everlasting torments; and the tears which Mahomet shed over the 
tomb of his mother, for whom he was forbidden to pray, display a strik- 

(1) I lie jt^aloiisy of Maracri (Piodromus, part iv p 33.) pinmpts Inin to riiunierate the 
more hl)er.U alms of the i niholus of Koine. 1 tteen 4' eat ho!>puals are open to niiitiy thousand 
paiteiii-< and pilariins, IWieeii hundicd maidens areantmaily portioned, tlU)>six chanty schools 
are fiaiiided for hoih sexes, one hundred and twenty confiateinities relieve tlie wants of their 
liM'threii, &.C 'I he benevolence of London is still more exieiisive : but I am afraid that 
much n»or«» is to he ascrilied to the humanity, than to the rellsi >n,of the people. 

pj) See Herodotus (lib il. c. 123 ), and our ieariied coimtrytncii. Sir John Maisham (Canon. 
Chronicus, p 1(» ). I he of tlie same writer (p. 2.14 — 274 ) is ao elalxnaie 8ket< h of the 
iiifctnal reitions. as they were painted by the taiicy ol the F.gypliaiis and Greeks, of the poets 
and philosophers of antiquity 

(3) I he Koran (c 11. p. 239, &c. of Sale, p 32, of Marnrci, p. 97 ) relates an mgenious 
iiiiiacic, which satisflcd the curiosity, and cunlirined the Ciitli, of Atir.Uiain 

(4) I he candid Keland has demonstrated, that lUahumei damn.i all unhtlievers (de Religion. 
Moham p. 12H-H2 ), that devils trill not be Anally saved (p. 19C -<199 ), that paradise will 
not ,wi/c7v consist ol corporeal delights (p 199-205.), and that women’s souls are itninortal 
(p. 205 -209), 
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iog contrast of humanity and cnthusiasm.(l) The doom of the infidels 
is common : the measure of their guilt and punishment is determined 
by the degree of evidence which thejr have rejected, by the magnitude 
of the errors which they have entertained : the eternal mansions of the 
Christians, the Jews, the Sabians, the Magians, and the idolaters, are 
sunk below each other in the abyss ; and the lowest hell is reserved for 
the faitliless hypocrites who have assumed the mask of religion. After 
the greater part of mankind has been condemned for their opinions, the 
true believers only will be judged by their actions. The good and evil 
of each Mussulman will be accurately weighed in a real or allegorical 
balance, and a singular mode of compensation will be allowed for the 
payment of injuries : the aggressor w ill refund an equivalent of his own 
good actions for the benefit of the person whom he has wronged ; and 
if he should be destitute of any moral property, the w^eight of his sins 
will he loaded with an adequate share of the demerits of the sufferer. 
According as the sliares of guilt or virtue shall preponderate, the sen- 
tence Will be pronounced, and all, without di^tlnction, will pass over 
the sharp and perilous bridge of the abyss : but the innocent, treading 
in the footsteps of Mahomet, wull gloriously enter the gates of jiar idise, 
while the guilty will fidl into the first and mildest of the seven lieJls. 
The term of expiation will vary from nine hundred to seven thousand 
years ; but the prophet has judiciously promised, that all his disciples, 
whatever may be their sins, shall be saved, by their own faith and his 
intercession, from eternal damnation. It is not surprising that super- 
stition sliould act most powerfully on t^e fears of her votaries, since 
the human fancy can paint with more ent rgy the misery than the bliss 
of a future life. With the two simple elements of darkness and fire, 
we create a sensation of pain, which may he aggravated to an infinite 
degree by the idea of endless duration. But tlie same idea operates 
with an opposite effect on the continuity of pleasure ; and too mutdi of 
our present enjoyments is obtained from the relief, or the compaiisori, 
of evil. It is natural enough that an Arabian prophet should dwell 
with rapture on the groves, the fountains, and the rivers of paradise ; 
but instead of inspiring the blessed inliabitants with a liberal taste 
for harmony and science, conversation and friendship, he idly cele- 
brates the pearls and diamonds, the robes of silk, palaces of marble, 
dishes of gold, rich wines, artificial dainties, numerous attendants, 
and the whole train of sensual and costly luxury, which becomes 
insipid to the owner, even in the short period of this mortal life. 
Seventy-two houris^ or black-eyed girls, of resplendent beauty, blooming 
youth, virgin purity, and exquisite sensibility, will be created for the 
use of the meanest believer ; a moment of pleasure will be prolonged to 
a thousand years, and his faculties will be increased a hundred- fold, to 
render him worthy of his felicity. Notwithstanding a vulgar prejudice, 
the gates of heaven will be open to both sexes ; but M:'homet has k t 
specified the male companions of Jhe female elect, lest he sliould either 
alarm the jealousy of their former husbands, or disturb their felicity, 
by the suspicion of an everlasting marriage. This image of a carnal 
paradise has provoked the indignation, perhaps the envy of the monks : 
they declaim against the impure religion of Mahomet ; and his modest 
apologists are driven to the poor excuse of figures and alWories. But 
tne sounder and more consistent party adliero, withciut shame, to the 
literal interpretation r/f the Koran : useless would be the resurrection 
of the body, unless it wore restored to the possession and exercise of 
its worthiest faculties ; and the union of sensual and intellectual en- 

(1) A1 beidawi, apud Sale, Koran, c. U. p. 164. The refusal to pray for an uuhelieviiiK 
kindred, u Justifled, according to Mahomet, hy the duty of a prophet, and the exainpft; of 
Alirabam, who reprobated lila own father »» an enemy of God* Yet Abrabatn (be adds, 
c lx. V. 116. Maracct, tom. li. p. 317.), fuit sane plus, inltis. 
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joyment is requisite to complete the happiness of the double animal^ the 
perfect man. Yet the jmrs of the Mahometan paradise will not bo cpn^ 
lined to the indulgence of luxury and appetite ; and the prophet haaex* 
pressly declared, that all meaner happiness will he fer^^otten and despised 
by the saints and martyrs, who shall be admitted to the beatitude 
of the divine vision.(l ) 

The first and most arduous conquests of Mahomet(2) were those of 
his wife, his servant, his pupil, and his friend ,*(3) since he presented 
himself as a prophet to those who were most conversant with his infir- 
mities as a man. Yet Cadijah believed the words, and cherished the 
glory, of her husband ; the obsequious and affectionate Zeid was tempt- 
ed by the prospect of freedom : the illustrious Ali, the son of Abu Taleb, 
embraced the sentiments of his cousin u ith the spirit of a youthful 
hero; and the wealth, the moderation, the veracity of A hubeker, con- 
firmed the religion of the prophet w'hom he was destined to succeed. 
By his persuasion, ten of the most respectable citizens of Mecca were 
introduced to the private lessons of Islam ; they yielded to the voice of 
reason and enthusiasm ; they repeated the fiindiunental creed, — “ Tliere 
but one God, and Mahomet is the apostle of God and their faith, 
even in this life, was rewarded with riches and honours, w ith the com- 
jnand of armies, and the government of kingdoms. 'I'hree years were 
silently employed in the conversion of fourteen proselytes, the first 
fruits of his mission ; but in the fourth year he assumed the prophetic 
office, and resolving to impart to his family the liglit of divinc.truth, 
he prepared a banquet, a lamb, as it is said, and a bowl of milk, for the 
entertainment of forty guests of the race of Ilashem. “ Friends and 
kinsmen/’ said Mahomet to the assembly, I offer you, and 1 alone 
can offer, the most precious of gifts, the treasures of this woild and 
of the world to come. God lias commanded me to call vou to bn 
service. Who among you will sujiport my burden ? Who among 
you willbe my companion and my \izir.^”(t) No answer was re- 
tiiined, till the silence of astonishment, and doubt, and contempt, 
was at length broken by the impatient courage of Ali, a youth in the 
fourteenth year of his age, “ (> prophet, I iim the man ; hosoever rises 


(1) For Ihcday of indc’iU’iU, hell, pnr.idtse, &c. coiistilt the Komm, (c, 2. v 25 r. 5a, 78, 
) with Mar.icci’s vtnileiu, but learned, rif'dirtUon, hiii imlcs kikI hi the ProdioiiiUH, 

pjtt -i p. 78. 120. 12:^, ) d’Herhclot, f ftihlioiheqiie Orieiilxle, i» ."Oh, 37'* ) llelaiid, (p. 47 

PI ) Hiid Sale, (p 7i> — 1P7 ) I he oti^iual ideas oi the lUdj'i arc darkly and dotibtfiilly ex 
ploied by ther apolo 4 ifcl, I'l lUde (Hist IUii<;ioiiis IVrsaiiitn, < .>2 p. 402— 412 oxon, 

r;i6 l 111 the aiiiclei.f Mahomet, fl.Hie has shewn hotv inditleieiitly lut and phiJosoph/ 
supply the ahsence »t general mtorrnation 

(2) Ijefi.re I enter into the hi-'toiy (<r tie propl'ct, it h luemiiheiit on me to produce iiiy 
pvjdeire. riie I anil, French, and riiiili*^li Neioiuiis of the Kuiaii, aie preceded by historic •«! 
discoiitees, and the three iraiibl.iictra Mai cci,(l«iin i p 10— .>2 j '^avary, <com i p 1— 2l8)and 
■^a'e, (Preliiiiiiiary Discn'.roe p .>5 ~ 5(i } had acematei) stinind the ianguat'e and tl.aiactei c»l 
tlieij aiKhoi Two pio'ci{.cd lives ot Mahutiiet have been cmiipceed by Ur Pndeaiix fl ife ol 
Mahomet, seventh rditioti, londoii, 1718, in ocltvo)aiid the (.cunt de botdairtvilhcfs (Vic de 
JVfHlioimd, Uiiniies, 1730, in octavo ;) but the advetse wish of fiitdiitg an impostor, or a hero 
lias too often c<»rnipted the lc.irtiiiig of the docicn and the iii$(eit(il(y ot the co-rnt fhe iirticlc 
III d'Herbclot (Ribliot Orieiu. p. 598 -605.) is chietiy drawn fioiii N’ovniri and Mircond; hut 
t<ic best and most aiulieiitic of our guides is M. Uaginer, u Frciichrnan b> hirtii, and protes* 
sor at nxfoid, of the oiiental tongues. In two etaborruc w'oiks, ^ siiiael Atmlfcda de Vita ec 
Helms SI. -^ils Mnliaimiicdis, &c [atiiie veitii, Pra^ralione et Nous iliosti-aMt Jobanties Gag- 
ntei, Okoti 1*^5, 111 (olio; t,a vie de Maiioniet iraduiie et to iipih e de i‘\lf.oi.in. dea (la- 
duioiis authei.ilqnes de la Soiiiin et des meilleurs Ai.te ‘rs Aiahes , AfiiMeiiiaiii, 1748. 3 vols. 
ID duudeciiito) he has interpietid, illustrated, and supp'ied tiie /irabie text of Aiuilfeda and 
Al Jannahi, the lirit, an enlightened pi luce, wSio re giud at Haiiiidi, in 8vna, A f> 1.710- • 
1052; (see f.aqniei PraiMt .'d AbiiUed ) the seroiid, a credidoim doctor, who visited Mecca, 
A. 0.15)0. (0 Heibeiot, p 307 f.aemer, tom. lii, p. 2iK», ‘210 ) IliChe are in v general 
vouchers, and the Piqiiisiiive readir may bdlow the older of ilnn, and ihe division ot chnp- 
teis. \ et I must oliserve, cli.it both Abnifeda and At Jaiiiiabt ate modein histoiuns, and liiat 
they cannot appeal to any wiileis ot tiie first century of the Hcmia. 

tS) Aitei tiie f.ueks Pildeaux (p. 8 ) discloses ll c bccret dniiofM of (hr wife of Mahomet. 
As If he had been a privy counsellor of the prophet, donlaiinilliers Cp- 272, «lc ) unfolds 
the sttbtime and patriotic views ot Cadijah and the first dfsr'lple-* 

(4) feziruA, votUtor, h<thtlu%, ownt /e’ewT ' and thu pfeheian name was transferred by 
an apt metaplior lo the piUars oi the state. (Gagnier, Not. ad Ahiilfert. p. 19 ) I endeavour 
|o preserve the Arabian idiom, ai far as I can teel it niywtf lu a UUii or Ftetteh translation. 
VoL. HI. , E e 
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against thee, I will dash out bis teeth, tear out his eyes^ break his 
" legs, rip up his belly. O prophet, I will be thy vizir over them." Ma- 
homet accepted his offer with transport, and Ahu Taleb was ironically 
exhorted to respect the superior dimity of his son. In a more serious 
tone, the father of Ali advised his nephew to relinquish his impracti- 
cable design. Spare your remonstrances," replied the intrepid fanatic 
to his uncle and benefactor, if they should place the sun on my right 
hand, and the moon on my left, they should not divert me from my 
course." He persevered ten years in the exercise of his mission ; and 
the relmon which has overspread the east and the west, advanced with a 
slow ana painful progi'ess within the walls of Mecca. Yet Mahomet en- 
joyed the satisfaction of beholding the increase of his infant congrega- 
tion of Unitarians, who revered him as a prophet, and to whom he 
seasonably dispensed the spiritual nourishment of the Koran. The 
number of proselytes may be estimated by the absence of eighty-three 
men and eighteen women, who retired to Ethiopia in the seventh year of 
his mission ; and his partv was fortihed by the timely conversion of his 
uncle Hamza, and of the fierce and inflexible Omar, who signalized in the 
course of Islam the same zettl wliich he had exerted for its destruction. 
Nor was the charity of Mahomet confined to the tribe of Koreish or the 
precincts of Mecca : on solemn festivals, in the days of pilgrimage, 
he frequented the Caaba, accosted the strangers of every tribe, and urged, 
both in private converse and public discourse, the belief and worship of 
a sole deity. Conscious of his reason and of his weakness, he asserted 
the liberty of conscience, and disclaimed i he use of religious violence ;(l) 
but he called the Arabs to repentance, and conjured them to remember 
the ancient idolaters of Ad and Thamund, whom the divine justice had 
swmit away from the face of the earth. ^2) 

Tlie people of Mecca were hardened m their unbelief by superstition 
and envy. The elders of the city, the uncles of the prophet, affected 
to despise the presumption of an orphan, the reformer of his country : 
the pious orations of Mahomet in the Caaba were answered by the cla- 
moursof Ahu Taleb. ** Citizens and pilgrims, listen not to the temp- 
ter, hearken not to his impious novelties. Stand fast in the worship 
of A1 Lata and A1 Uzzali.” Yet the son of Abdallah was ever dear to 
the aged chief ; and he protected the fame and person of his nephew 
against the assaults of the Koreishites, who had long been jealous of the 
pre-eminence of the family of Hashem. Their malice was coloured 
with the pretence of religion : in the age of Job, the crime of impiety 
was punished by the Arabian magistrate ;(3) and Mahomet was guilty 
of deserting and denying the national deities. But so loose was the 
policy of Mecca, that the leaders of the Koreish? instead of accusing 
a criminal, were compelled to employ the measures of persuasion or 
violence. They rj^eatedly addressed Abu Taleb in the style of repr(' ‘ch 
and menace. liiy nephew reviles our religion ; he .accuses our wise 
forefathers of ignorance and folly ; silence him quickly, lest he kai- 
die tumult and discord in the city. If he persevere, we ^hall draw 
our swordfs against him and his adherents, and thou wilt be respon- 


(1) The passages of the Koran in the behalf of toleration, are strong and numerous: c. 2 v« 
257. c. IS. 129. c n. 5i c. 45. 15. c. 50. 39, c SS. 21, &c. wUti tli* notes of Maracci and 
hale. This character alone may generally decide the doubts of the learned, whether a cbap> 
ter was revealed at Mecca or Medina. 

(2) See the Koran (passim, and especially c 7 p. 125, 124, dec ) and the tradition of the 
Aiabs (Pocock, Specimen, p. 3.5—57.) The caverns of the trihe of 1 hamuiid. At for men of 
tlie ordinary stature, were shewn in the midway between Medina and Damascus, (Abnifed. 
Arahise Descript, p. 43, 44.) and may be probabty ascribed to the Tro^lodites of the primitive 
world, Michaeiis, ad Lowtli de Poesi Hebrxor. p. 131-131, Ueclierches sur lea Lgyptiens, 
tom li p 48, dec. 

(3J In the time of Job, the crime of Impiety was puDished by the Arabian magistrate, 
(c. 13. V. 2G-.ir8 ) 1 blush for a lespectable prelate, (de Poobi llehi<eortim p. 650, 651 edit. 
MiLliaelis, and a letter of a late professor In the uiiiverbily of Oxford, p. 15—53 ) abo justitles 
and applauds this patriarclial inquisition. 
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** sible for tlie blood of thy fellow-citizens.” The weight and modera- 
tion of Abu Taleb eluded the violence of religious faction \ the most 
helpless or timid of the disciples retired to iEthiopia, and the prophet 
withdrew himself to various places of strength in the town and country. 
As he was still supported by his family, the rest of the tribe of Koreisli 
engaged themselves to renounce of all intercourse with the children 
of Hashem^ neither to buy nor sell, neither to marry nor to give in mar- 
riage, but to pursue them with implacable enmity, till they should deliver 
the person of Mahomet to the justice of the gods. The decree was sus- 
penaed in the Caaba before the eyes of the nation ; the messengers of the 
Koreish pursued the Mussulman exiles in the heart of Africa: they besieg- 
ed the prophet and his most faithful follow'ers, intercepted their water, 
and inflamed their mutual animosity by the retaliation of injuries and in- 
sults. A doubtful truce restored the appearances of concord, till the death 
of Abu Taleb abandoned Mahomet to the power of his enemies, at the 
moment when he was dmirived of his domestic comforts by the loss of his 
faithful and generous Cadijah Abu Sophian, the chief of the bianch 
of Ommiyah, succeeded to the principality of the republic of Mecca. A 
zealous votary of the idols, a moi-tal foe of the line of Ilashem, he con- 
vened an assembly of the Koreishites and their allies, to decide the fate 
of the apostle. His imprisonment might provoke the despair of his 
enthusiasm ; and the exue of an eloquent and popular fanatic would 
diffuse the mischief through the provinces of Arabia. His death \^s re- 
solved ; and they i^eed that a sword from each tribe should be buried 
in his heart, to divide the guilt of his blood, and baMe tlio vengeance of 
the Hashemites. An angel or a spy revealed their conspiracy ; and 
flight was the only resource of Mahomet.^l) At the dead of night, ac- 
cx^mpanied by his friend Abubeker, he silently escaped from his house : 
the assassins watched at the door ; but they were deceived by the figure 
of Ali, who reposed on the bed, and was covered with the green vest- 
ment of the apostle. The Koreish respected the piety of the heroic 
youth ; but some verses of Ali, which are still ext;mt, exhibit an in- 
teresting picture of his anxiety, his tenderness, and his religious con- 
fidence. Three days Mahomet and his companion were concealed in 
the cave of J'lior, at the distance of a league from Mecca ; and in the 
close of each evening, they received from tiie son and daughter of Abu- 
boker, a secret supjfSy of intelligence and food. Tlie diligence of the 
Koreish explored every haunt in the neighbourhood of the city ; they 
arrived at the entrance of the cavern ; but the providential deceit of a 
spider s web and a pigeon's nest, is supposed to convince them that the 
place was solitary ana inviedate. W e are only two,” said the trem- 

bling Abubeker. There is a third," replied the prophet , it is God 
“ liinjself.” No sooner w as the pursuit abated, than the two fugitives 
issued from the rock, and mounted their camels : on the roai^l to Me- 
dina, they were overtaken by the emissaries of the Koreish ; they re- 
deemed themselves with prayers and promises from their hands. In 
this eventful moment the lance of an Arab might have changed the his- 
tory of the world. The flight of the prophet from Mecca to Medina 
has fixed the memorable era of the lFeju'a,{Q) which, at the end of 
twelve centuries, still discriminates the lunar years of the Maliometan 
natio|is.(3) 

The religion of the Koran might have perished in its cradle, had not 


(t) D'Hcrbelot. Dibhot. Orient, p. 445. He quotes a particular history of ilie flignt of 
Mahomet. ^ 

(2) The Hetilta was tiistituteii hy Omar, the aecond CAliph, iii of the na of tlic 

martyrs of the cljnstlaiii (d’Herbelot, p. 444); and properly ila>» 

before tlie fliaht of Mah«iiict, with the ilrstof Mohdrreii,orflrst dayol the Amlnaii year, wlnth 
colncldea «Uli Fiidny, July 16, A I) 622 (Alwlfed.t, VU Moham. c x\n,x\iii p. 45 -50. and 
Oreave^ edition of Ullir* Beig'a I* poeb® Ai.il’«ini, &c c i. p. S lo, Ac.) x 

(3) Mabomei*! life, trom bis mission to the Hegira, mav he louml in Ahulfeda (p H— 4o ) 
and Gagiiierltoiu. i. 134-251. 342—383 ). The legend from p 1S7— 251. is vouched by Al 
JaniiaM and disdained by Abulfeda. 
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Medina embraced with faith and reverence the holy outcasts of Mecca. 
Medina^ or the cityy known under the name of Yathreb^ before it was 
sanctified by the throne of the prophet^ was divided between the tribm 
of the Charegites and the Awsites^ whose hereditary feud was rekindled 
by the slightest provocations : two colonies of Jews, who boasted a sa- 
cerdotal race, were their humble allies, and without converting the 
Arabs, they introduced the taste of sciemie and religion, which distin- 
guished Medina as the city of the book. Some of her noblest citizens, 
in a pilgrimage to the Caaba, were converted by the preaching of Ma- 
homet ; on their return they diffused the belief of God and his prophet, 
and the new alliance was ratified by their deputies in two secret and 
nocturnal interviews on a hill in the suburbs of Mecca. In the first, 
ten Charegites and two Awsites united in faith and love, protested in 
the name of their wives, their children, and their absent brethren, that 
they would forever profess the creed, and observe the precepts, of the 
Koran. The second was a politiccal association, the first vital spark of 
the empire of the Saracen.s.(l). Seventy-three men and two women of 
Medina held a sole nn conference with ^*Iahomet, his liinsmen, and his 
disciples ; and pledged themseh es to each other by a mutual oath of 
fidelity. They promised in the name of the city, that if he should be 
banished, they would receive him as a confederate, obey him as a leader, 
and defend him to tiie last extreniiry, like their wives and children. 

But if you are recalled by your country,** they asked with a flattering 
anxiety, “ will you not abandon your new lUies ?'* — All things,** replied 
Mahomet with a smile, are now common betw'een us ; your blood is 

as my blood, your ruin as my ruin. W e are bound to each other by 

the ties of honour and interest. I am your friend, and the enemy of 
“ your foes.*' — But if we are killed in your service, what,” exclaimed 
the deputies of Medina, “ wull be our reward.^” — Paradise,** replied 
the prophet. Stretch forth thy hand.” He stretched it forth, and 
they reiterated tlie oath of allegiance and fidelity. Their treaty was 
ratified by the people, who unanimously embraced the profession of Is- 
lam ; they rejoiced in the exile of the apostle, but they trembled for his 
safety, and impatiently expected liis arrival. After a perilous and ra- 
pid journey along the sea- coast, he halted at Koba, two miles from the 
cityi and made his public entry into Medina, sixteen days after his flight 
from Mecca. Five hundred of the citizens advanced to meet him : he 
was hailed with acclamations of loyalty and devotion ; Mahomet was 
mounted on a she-camel, an umbrella shaded his head, and a turban was 
unfurled before him to supply the deficiency of a standard. His bravest 
disciples, who had been scattered by the storm, assembled round his 
person ; and the equal, though various, merit of the Moslems was dis- 
tinguished by the names of Moagertans Ansars, the fugitho" of 
Mecea, and the auxiliaries of Medina. To eradicate the seeds of jea- 
lousy, Mahomet judiciously coupled his principal followers with the 
rights and obligations of brethren ; and when Ali found himself with *- 
out a peer, the prophet tenderly declared, that he would be the com- 
panion and brother of the noble youth. The expedient was crowned 
with success ; the holy fraternity w'as respected both in peace and war, 
and the two parties vied with each other in a generous emulation of 
courage and fidelity. Once only the concord was slightly ruffled by an 
accidental quarrel : (i patriot of Medina arraigned the insolence of the 
strangers, bat the hint of their expulsion was heard with abhorrence, 
and his own son most eagerly offered to lay at the apostle's feet the 
liead of his father. 

From his establishment at Medina, Mahomet assumed the exercise 
of the regal and sacerdotal office ; and it was impious to appeal from a 


(l) l he triple inauguration of Mahomet U desrrihed by Abulfeda (p. 30 33 40. 8S.) 
Giigiiicr (turn 1. p. 342^ A.C 340, Sec tom. li p 225, &r.; 
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ju(lg« whose decrees were inspired by the divine wisdom. A smell jpor- 
tion of ground, the patrimony of two orphans, was acquired by gift or 
purchase ;(1) on that chosen spot, he built a house and a mosch, more 
venerable in their rude simplicity than the palaces and temples of the 
Assyrian caliphs. His seal of K^)ld, or silver, was inscribed with the 
apostoHc title : when he prayed and preached in the weekly assembly, 
he leaned f^ainst the trunk of a palm-tree ; and it was long before he 
indulged himself in the use of a chair or pulpit of rough timber.(S) 
After a reign of six years, fifteen hundred Moslems, in arms and in the 
field, renewed their oath of allegiance ; and their chief repeated the as- 
surance of protection till the death of the last member, or the final dis- 
solution of the party. It w'as in the same camp that the deputy of 
Mecca was astonished by the attention of the faithful to the words and 
looks of the prophet, by the eagerness with wliich they collected liLs 
spittle, a hair that dropped on the ground, the refuse w'ater of his lus- 
trations, as if the^ participated in some degree of the prophetic virtue. 
I have seen (said he'l the Choioos of Persia and the Ciesar of Rome, 
but never did 1 boliold a king among his subjects like Mahomet among 
his companions. The devout fervour of enthusiasm acts with more 
energy and truth than the cold and formal servility of courts.'' 

In the state of nature every man has a right to defend, by force of 
arms, his person and his possessions ; to repel, or even to prevent, the 
violence of his enemies, and to extend his hostilities to a reasonable 
measure of satisfaction and retaliation. In the free society of tlie 
Arabs, the duties of subject and i‘itisEen imposed a feeble restraint; and 
Mahomet, in the exercise of a i)eaceful and benevolent mission, bad 
been despoiled and banished by the injustice of Jiis countrymen. The 
choice of an independent people had ex.dted the fugitive of Mecca to 
the rank of a sovereign ; and ne was invested with the just prerogative 
of fonning alliances, and of waging offensive or defensive war. 1 he 
imperfection of human rights was supplied and armed by the plenitude 
of divine power : the prophet of Medina assumed, in his new revela- 
tions, a fiercer and more sanguinary tone, which proves that his former 
moderation was the effect of weakness :(3) the means of persuasion had 
been tried, the season of forbearance was elapsed, and he was now com- 
manded to propagate his religion by the sword, to destroy the monu- 
ments of idolatry, and, w'ithoiit regarding the sanctity of days or months, 
to pursue the unbelieving nations of the earth. The same bloody pre- 
cepts, so repeatedly inculcated in the Koran, are ascribed by the author 
to the Pentateuch and the Hospel. But the mild tenor of the evangelic 
style may explain an ambiguous text, that Jesus did not bring peace on 
the earth, hut a suord; his patient and humble virtues should not be 
con^'ounded with the intolerant zeal of princes and bishops, whoha\e 
disgraced the name of his disciples. In the prosecution of religious 
w'ar, Mahomet might appeal with more propriety to the example of 
Moses, of the judges and the kings of Israel. The military laws of the 
Hebrews are still more rigid than those of the Arabian legislator.(4) 


0) eniJraiJx (Life oi' Malioinet, p 41.) reviles the uickeducss of the impostor, who des- 
pi'i eii two poor orphans, the son^ ut a carpenter : a reproai h which he drew froin the Ois* 
piitatio contra Saracenos, contposetl in Arabic before the year 1150, but the honest Gagiiier 
(ad Atni’fcd p. 55 ) has shewn that t!ie> were deceived by the word Nftgjar, which sig- 
nifies, in this place, not an obscure trade, hut a noble tribe of Arabs. The desolate state of 
the ground is described bv Abuifeda , and bis worthy interpreter has proved from Al Bocliari, 
the otter of a price, from Al Janii..hi, the lair purchase; and ftom Ahmed Ben Joseph, the 
pa>ment of the money h} the generous Abuheker cm these grounds (be prophet must be 
honourably acquitted 

CJ) Al Jannabi (apud Gagiiier, tom. ii p. 246, 524 ) describes tlie seal and pulpit, as two 
venerable relics of tbe apostle of God ; and the portrait of his court is taken from Abuifeda. 
(c. 41 p. a5 ) 

(3) The eighth and ninth chapteis of tbe Koran aie the loudest ami most vehement ; and 
Maracci (Prudroinus, part. Iv. p. 5.9—64. has iiiveigbc d with inure justice than discretion 
against ihe double dealing of the impostor, 

(4) The tenth and twentieth chapters of Deuteronomy, w itb the practical conanenis of 
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The Lord of hosts marched in person before the Jews : if a city resisted 
their summons^ the males^ without distinction^ were put to the sword : 
the seven nations of Canaan were devoted to destruction ; and neither 
repentance nor conversion could shield them from the inevitable doom, 
that no creature within their precincts should be left alive. The fair 
option of friendship^ or submission^ or battle, was proposed to the ene- 
mies of Mahomet, if they professed the creed of l.slam, they were ad- 
mitted to all the temporal and spiritual benefits of his primitive dis- 
ciples, and marched under the same banner to extend the relipon which 
they had embraced. The clemency of the prophet was decided by his 
interest ; yet he seldom trampled on a prostrate enemy : and he seems 
to promise, that, on the payment of a tribute, the least guilty of his 
unbelieving subjects might be indulged in their worship, or at least in 
their imperfect faith. In the first months of his reign, he pra<;tised the 
lessons of holy warfare, and displayed his white banner before the gates 
of Medina; the martial apostle fought in person at nine battles or 
sieges ;{ I ) and ffty enterprises of war were achieved in ten years by 
Jiimself or his lieutenants. The Arab continued to unite the profes- 
sions of a merchant and a robber ; and his petty excursions for the de- 
fence or the attack of a caravan, insensibly prepared his troops for the 
conquest of Arabia. The distribution of the spoil was regulated by a 
divine law: (2) the whole was faithfully eollectea in one common mass : 
a fifth of the gold and silver, the prisoners and cattle, the moveables 
and immoveables, was reserved by tne prophet for pious and charitable 
uses ; the remainder was shared in adequate portions, by the soldiers 
who had obtained the victory or yarded the camp ; the rewards of the 
slain devolved to their widows and orphans ; and the increase of cavalry 
was encouraged by the allotment of a double share to the horse and to 
the man. From «11 sides the roving Arabs were allured to the standard 
of religion and plunder: the apostle sanctified the licence of embracing 
the femal captives as their wives or concubines ; and the enjoyment of 
wealth and beauty was a feeble type of the joys of paradise prepared for 
the valiant martyrs of the faith. ‘‘ The sword (says Mahomet) is the 
key of heaven and of hell ; a drop of blood shed in the cause of God, 

‘ a night spent in arms, is of more avail than two months of fasting or 
* prayer : whosoever falls in battle, his sins are forgiven : at tlie day 
' of judgment his wounds shall be resplendent as vermillion, and odori- 
' ferous as musk ; and the loss of his limbs shaU be supplied by the 
' wings of angels and cherubims.'* The intrepid souls of the Arabs were 
fired with enthusiasm : the picture of the invisible world was strongly 
painted on their imagination ; and the death winch they bad always 
despised became an object of hope and desire. The Koran inculcates, 
in ^e most absolute sense, the tenets of fate and predestination, n liich 
would extinguish both industry and virtue, if the actions of man were 
governed by his speculative belief. Yet their influence in every age 
has exalted the courage of the Saracens and Turks. Tlie first eom- 
paniofis of Mahomet advanced to liattle with a fearless confidence : there 
IS no danger where there is no chance : they were ordained to perish 
in their beds ; or they were safe and invulnerable amidst the darts of 
the enemy.(3) 


Joshua, David. &c aie rrad with more awe than satUfactloii by the pioiia Christians of the 
lircsciit age. But the insliops, as welt as the rabbis of former times, have beat the driirii- 
ecclesiastic with pleasure and success. (Salehs PteimuiMry Discourse, p. H2. Ii5 
(l)Abuife(la, ill Vit. Mobdiii. p. 156’. 1 he private arsenal of the apostle consisied of nine 

swords, three lances, seven pikes oi half pikes, a quiver and three bows, seven cuirasses. 
three sliiclds, and tno bcimets. (oagnier. in. p 938—331.) with a large white standard, 
a black banner, (p. 335.) taenty liurses. (p. 323 ) &c. 1 wo of bis martial sayings arc recorded 
by tradition (Oagnier. toin, il p 88 337.) 

(3) The Hhiilc subject d« Jiiie belli Mohainmedanornm. is exhausted in a separate dis* 
sertatioR by the learned Itelaud. (l)issertat tones Miscellaiiex. toiti. ilt. Dissert, x p. 3— .W.j 
(3) The douiine of absolute predesttiiaiion. on \vhich few religions can reproach each 
atUer. is sternly expnstd in the Koran, (c. 3. p 53. 53. c. 4. p. 70. &c. with the notes of 
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Perhapg the Koreish would have been content with the flight of Ma- 
homet, had they not been provoked and alarmed by the vengeance of 
an enemy, who could intercept their Syrian trade as it passed and re- 
passed through the territory of Medina. Abu Sophian himself, with 
only thirty or forty followers, conducted a wealthy caravan of a thou- 
sand camels : the fortune or dexterity of his march escaped the vigi- 
lance of Mahomet ; but the chief of the Koreish was informed that ^e 
holy robbers were placed in ambush to wait his return. He dispatched 
a messenger to his brethren of Mecca, and they were roused, by the f^ar 
of losing their merchandise and their provisions, unless they hastened 
to his relief with the military force of the city. The sacred band of 
Mahomet was formed of three hundred and thirteen Moslems, of whom 
seventy-seven were fugitives, and the rest auxiliaries : they mounted 
by turns a train of seventy camels (the Camels of Yathreb were formi- 
dable in war) : but such was the poverty of his first disciples, that only 
two could appear on horseback in the field.(l) In the fertile and famous 
vale of Beder,(2) three stations from Medina, he was informed by his 
scouts of the caravan that approached on one side ; of the Koreish, one 
hundred horse, eight hundred and fifty foot, who advanced on the 
other. After a short debate, he sacrificed the prospect of wealth to the 
pursuit of glory and revenge ; and a slight intrenchment was formed to 
cover his troops, and a stream of fresh water that glided through the 
valley. ** O Uod,” he exclaimed as the numbers of the Koreigh de- 
scended from the hills, O God, if these are destroyed, by whom wilt 
“ thou be worshipped on the earth ? Courage, my children, dose your 
ranks ; discharge your arrows, and the day is your own.** At these 
words he placed himself, with Abubeker, on a throne or pulpit,(3) and 
instantly demanded the succour of Gabriel and three thousand angels, 
liis eye was fixed on the field of battle : the Mussulmans fainted (tnd 
were pressed ; in that decisive moment tlie prophet started from his 
throne, mounted his horse, and cast a handful of sand into the air* 
Let their faces be covered with confusion.** Both armies heard the 
thunder of his voice : their fancy beheld the angelic warriors ;(4} the 
Koreish trembled and fled ; seventy of the bravest were slain ; and se- 
venty captives adorned the first victory of the faithful. The dead bodies 
of the Koreish were despoiled and insulted ; two of the most obnoxious 
prisoners were punished with death ; and the ransom of the others, four 
thousand df^ichms of silver, compensated in some degree the escape of 
the caravan. But it was in vain that the camels of Abu Sophian ex* 


Sale, and c. 17. p. 413. with those of Maraccl.) Rel iid (de Relig Mobamm. p. 61- 64 ) and 
Sale (Prelim. Discourse, p. 103 ) represents the opinions of the doctors, and our modem tni- 
veiler^ the confidence, the fading confidence, of the Tniks. 

(1) Al Janiiabi (apiid Gagiiier, tom. li p. 9.) alJowii him seventy or eighty hor^e ; and on two 
other occasions prior to the battle of Ohud, he enlists a body of thirty (p 10.) and of dve 
hundred (p. 66 ) troopers. Yet the Mussulmans, in the Held of Ohud, had no more than two 
horses, according to the better sense of Abulfeda (in \it. Mohamtn p 31. p. 63). Jn the 
Stony province, the camels were numerous ; but the ho'se appears to have been less common 
than in the Happy or the Desert Arabia. 

(5J) Bider Houneene, twenty miles from Meiina, and forty from Mecca, is on the high 
road of the caravan of Egypt ; and the pilgrims annually commemorate the prophet’s victory 
by illumtnatloiis, rockets, &c. Shaw’s Travels, p. 477. 

(3) The place to which Mahomet retired during the action is styled by (jagnler, (in Abiil- 
feda, c xxvii. p 58. Vie de Mahomet, tom. ii p 30. 33.) Umbraculum^ nnt logt de b(di 
avec ufte parte. Ibe same Arabic word is rendered by Kelske (Aiinales de Mosiemici Abul> 
fedw, p S3.) by Solium Suggestus edUor\ and the difference is of the utmost moment for 
the honour both of the interpreter and of the hero 1 am sorry to observe the pride and aerf- 
uioiiy with which the Reiske chastises his fellow'labonrer. .Sicpe sic vertit, ut Integra! pa> 
guise neqiieaiit nisi niii lilura corrigi : Arabice non satis callebat et rareiwt ludicio critico, 
J. J. Relbke, prodidagmata ad Hagjl Chalisse 'rabulas, p, 2SS ad calcem Abulfeda Syrias la> 
biiliB: Lepsise, 17^6, in quarto* 

(4) T he loose expressions of the Koran (c lii. p. 1S4, 125 c. viii. p 9 > allow the commen- 
tators to fluctuate between the numbers of one thousand, tliree thousand, or nine thousand 
angels : and the smailcst of tbei^e might suffleu for the sisughtcr of seventy of the Koreish 
(Maracci, Alcoran, torn, il p 131.), Yet the scholiasts confess, that this angelic band wu 
not visible to Any mortal eye (MaMcn, p 297). llioy refine on Uie words (c. viii. 16.), 
*• not thou, but God,’’ &,c. (irilerlieioi, Biblioi. Orienule, p 600, 601 ). 
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plored a new road through the desert and along the Euphrates . the/ 
were overtaken by the diligence of the Mussulmans ; and wealthy must 
have been the prize^ if twenty tliuusand drachms could be set apart for 
the fifth of the apostle. The resentment of the public and private loss 
stimulated Abu ^phian to collect a bod}r of three thousand men, seven 
hundred of whom were armed with cuirasses, and two hundred were 
mounted on horseback ; three thousand camels attended his march ; 
and liis wife Henda, with hfteeri matrons of Mecca, incessantly sounded 
their timbrels to animate the troops, and to magnify the greatness of 
Hobal, the most popular deity of the Caaba. The standard of God and 
Mahomet wjis upheld by nine hundred and fifty believers : the dispro- 
portion of numbers uas not more alarming than in the held of Beder; 
and their presumption of victory prevailed against the divine and human 
sense of the apostle. The second battle was fought on mount Ohud, 
six miles to the north of Medina ;( 1) the Koreish aovanced in the form of 
a crescent : and the right wing of cavalry was led by Caled, the fiercest 
and most successful of the Arabian warriors. The troops of Mahomet 
were skilfully posted on the declivity of the hill ; and their real* was 
guarded by a detachment of fifty archers. The weight of their charge 
impelled and broke the centre oi the idolatei's ; but in the pursuit they 
lost the advantage of their ground : the archers deserted their station : 
the Mussulmans were temjited by the spoil, disobeyed their general, 
and disordered their ranks. The inti epid Caled, wheeling his cavalry 
on their flank and rear, exclaimed, wAli a loud voice, that Mahomet 
was slain. He was indeed wounded in the face with a javelin ; two of 
his teeth were shattered with a stone; yet, in the midst of tumult and 
dismay, he reproached the infidels with the murder of a prophet ; and 
blessed the friendly hand that stanched his blood, and conveyed him to 
a place of safety. Seventy martyrs died for tJie sins of the people ; tliey 
fell, said the apostle, in pairs, each brother embraced his lifeless com- 
panion :(^) their bodies were mangled by the inhuman females of 
Mecca ; and the wife of Abu Sophian tasted the entrails of Hamza, tlie 
uncle of Mahomet. They might applaud their superstition and satiate 
their fury ; but the Mussulmans soon rallied in the field, and the Ko- 
reisli wanted strength or courage to undertake the siege of Medina. It 
was attacked the ensuing year by an army of ten thousand enemies ; 
and this third expedition is variously named from the naitons, which 
marched under the banner of Abu Sophian, from the flitch which was 
drawn before the city, and a camp of three thousand Mussulmans. 1'lie 
prudence of Mahomet declined a general engagement ; the valour of Ali 
was signalized in single combat ; and the war was protracted tv enty 
days, till the final separation of the confederates. A tempest of w ind, 
ram, and hail, overturned their tents ; the private quarrels w'ci . fo- 
mented by an insidious adversary ; and the Koreish, deserted by their 
allies, no longer hoped to subvert the throne, or to chei k the conquests, 
of their invincible 6x116.(3) 

The choice of Jerusalem for the first kebla of prayer discovers the 
early propensity of Mahomet in favour of the Jew's ; and happy would 
it have been for their temporal interest, had they recognised, in the 
Arabian prophet, the hope of Israel and the promised Messiah. Their 
obstinacy converted his friendship into implacable hatred, with which 
ho pursued that unfortunate people to the last moment of his life ; and 
m the double character of an apostle and a conqueror, his persecution 

O) Geograph. Niibieiisis, p 47. 

(3; 111 till* Uiird chapter of the Kor^iii (p .50— with Sd1e*s notes), the prophet alleges 
some p'loi L'NCiises lor tli*: defeat of Oliiid. 

(5) For the Oetnil of the three K<iieKh wars, of Keder, of ohiid, and of the ditch, perii$e 
Abiilfeda 0». -61. 61-69. 73—77 ) Gagiiier (tom ii. p. 2.3—15. 70-96 120— J.39 ) with the 

proper artKles o( D'llerhelot, and the iihiid^tnenls of Chnaciii (Hist. Saraceit. p 6, 7.), and 
Abulphara^ius (Dynast, p 102 ) 
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was extended to both worlds.(l) The Kainoka dwelt at Medina under 
the protection of the city : he seized the occasion of an accidental tu- 
mult^ and summoned them to embrace his religion^ or contend with him 
in battle. Alas ^replied the trembling Jews,) we are ignorant of 
'' the use of arms, but we persevere in the faith and worship of our 
" fathers ; why wilt thou reduce us to the necessity of a just defence 
The unequal conflict was terminated in iifteen days ; and it was with 
extreme reluctance that Mahomet yielded to the importunity of his 
allies nnd consented to spare the lives of the captives. But their riches 
were confiscated, their arms became more effectual in the hands of the 
Mussulmans ; and a wretched colony of seven hundred exiles was driven 
with tlieir wives and children to implore a refuge on the confines of Sy- 
ria. The Nadharites were more guilty, since they conspired in a friendly 
interview to assassinate the prophet. He besieged their castle three 
miles fi-om Medina, but their resolute defence obtained an honourable 
capitulation ; and the garrison, sounding their trumpets and beating 
their drums, was permitted to depart with the honours of war. The 
Jews had excited and joined the war of the Koreish : no sooner had 
the nations retired from tlie ditch, than Maliomet, without laying Jiside 
his armour, marched on the same day to extiniato the hostile race of 
the children of Koraidha. After a resistance of twenty-five days, they 
surrendered at discretion. They trusted to the intercession of their old 
allies, of Medina : they could not be ignorant that fanatcism obliterates 
the feeluigs of humanity. A venemble elder, to whose judgment they 
appealed, pronounced the sentence of their death : seven hundred Jews, 
were dragged in chains to the market-phace of the city ; they descended 
alive into the grave prepared for their execution and burial ; and the 
apostle beheld with an inflexible eye the slaughter of his helpless ene- 
mies. Their sheep and camels were inherited by the Mussulmans ; 
three hundred cuirasses, live hun<ired pikes, a tluuisand lances, com- 
posed the most useful portion of tlie spoil. Six days* journey to the 
noith-east of Medina, the ancient and wealthy town of Chaibar was the 
scat of the Jewish power in Arabia; the territory, a fertile spot in the 
desert, was covered with plantations and cattle, and protected by eight 
castles, some of which were esteemed of impregnable strength. *rhe 
forces ol‘ Mahomet consisted of two hundred horse and fourteen hun- 
dred foot : in the succession of eight regular and painful sieges they 
were exposed to danger, and fatigue, anil hunger ; and the most un- 
daunted chiefs despaired of the e\ ent. The apostle revived their faith 
and courage by the example of Ali, on whom he bestowed the surname 
of the Lion of God : perhaps we may believe that a Hebrew cham- 
pion of gigantic stature was cloven to the chest by his irresistible 
scimitar: but we cannot praise the modesty of romance, which repre- 
sents him as tearing from its hinges the gate of a fortress, and wield- 
ing the ponderous buckler in his left haiid.(SJ) After the reduction of 
the castles, the town of Chaibar snbmiticd to the yoke. The chief of 
the tribe was tortured, in the presence of Mahomet, to force a confes- 
sion ol his hidden treasure : the industry of the shepherds and husband- 
men was rewarded with a precarious toleration : they were permitted, 
so long as it should please the conqueror, to improve their patrimony, 
in equal shares, for nts emolument and their own. Under the reign of 
Omar, the Jews of Cliaibar were traiisjdanted to Syria ; and the caliph 


(1) I lie wars of Mdhoinet aeaiiist the Jewish Irihes, of Kauioka. the IVadhirites, Koraidha. 

and CliHihar, are leKU'd hy Ahuheda (p. 61. 71 77 87. and Oagtiier (tom. a. 61 — 65. 
107-112 139- HS m-291) . 

(2) Ahu Kate, the servant ff Mnlioinet, n eatd to afllriii tfiat he himf>elf. and seven other 
men, alterwards tiied, wiihoiit success, to move the same gate from the gtonitd, (Abitlfeda, 
p. 90) Abu Hafe was an eye-wiiiiess, but »\hu will be witness for Abu Uafe? 
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YiUeged the injunction of his dying master^ that one and the true re- 
ligion should be professed in his native land of Arabia.(l) 

' Five times each day the eyes of Mahomet were turned towards Mecca, 
(9) and he was urged by the most sacred and powerful motives, to revisit, 
as a conqueror, the city and temple from whence he had been driven as 
an exile. The Caaba was present to his waking and sleeping fancy : 
an idle dream was translated into vision and prophecy; he unfurled 
the holy banner ; and a rash promise of success too hastily dropped 
from the lips of the apostle. 11 is march from Medina to Mecca dis- 
played the peaceful and solemn pomp of a pilgrimage ; seventy camels, 
chosen and bedecked for sacrifice, pre^seded the van ; the sacred territory 
was respected, and the captives were dismissed without ransom to pro- 
claim his clemency and devotion. But no sooner did Mahomet descend 
into the plain, within a day's journey of the city, than he exclaimed, 
they have clothed themselves with the skins of tigers the numbers 
and resolution of the Koreish oppossed his progress ; and the roving 
Arabs of the desv rt might desert or betray a leader whom they had 
followed for the hopes of spoil. The intrepid fanatic sunk into a 
cool and cautious politician : he waved in the treaty his title of apostle 
of God, concluded with the Koreish and their allies a truce of ten 
years, engaged to restore the fugitives of Mecca who should embrace 
nis religion, and stipulated only, for the ensuing year, the humble pri- 
vilege of entering the city as a friend, and of remaining three days to 
accomplish the rites of the pilgrimage. A cloud of shame and sorrow 
hung on the retreat of the Mussulmans, and their disappointment might 
justly accuse the failure of a prophet who had so often appealed to the 
evidence of success. The faith and hope of the pilgrims were rekindled 
by the prospect of Mecca ; their swords were sheathed ; seven times in 
the footsteps of the apostle they encompassed the Caaba : the Koreish 
had retired to the hills, and Mahomet, after the customary sacrihco, 
evacuated the city on the fourth day. The people were edihed by his 
devotion ; the hostile chiefs were awed, or divided, or seduced ; and 
both Caled and Amrou, the future conquerors of Syria and Egypt, 
most seasonably deserted the sinking cause of idolatry. The power of 
Mahomet was increased by the submission of the Arabian tribes : ten 
thousand soldiers were assembled for the conquest of Mecca ; and the 
idolaters, the weaker part, were easily convicted of violating the truce. 
Enthusiasm and discijdine impelled the march, and preserved the se- 
cret, till the blaze of ten thousand hres proclaimed to the astonished 
Koreish, the design, the approach, and the irresistible force of the ene- 
my. The haughty Abu Sophian presented the keys of the city, admired 
the variety of arms and ensigns that passed before him in review ; ob- 
served that the son of AbdaUah had acquired a mighty kingdom, and 
confessed, under the scimitar of Omar, that he was the apostle of the 
true God. The return of Marius and Sylla was stained witli the blood 
of the Homans ; the revenge of Mahomet was stimulated by religious 
zeal, and his injured followers were eager to execute or to prevent the 
order of a massacre. Instead of indulging their passions and his own, (3) 

(1) The banishment of the Jews is attested by Elmaciii (Hist. Saracen, p 9.) and the great 
A1 Zahariy (Oagiiier, tom. P> 2H5.) Yet Neibiilir (Dcst'ripiioii de TArahle, p 321 ) believes 
that the Jew Isb religion, and Kareitc sect, are still professed by the trilKj ol Cliaibar, and 
that in the plunder of the caravans, the disciples of Moses are the conlederates of those of 
Mahomet. 

(2) The successive steps of the reduction of Mecca aie related by Abulfeda, (p. 84— s7. 97 

and Gagiiier, (tom. ii p. 209—215, 309-322 tom. lit. p. 1-58.) Elmaciii, 

n ^ i hiif.iliiii-aAtita /rii/iiiiaf n lO?! ^ 
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the victorious exile forgave the guilt, and united the factions of Mecca. 

troops, in three divi.>ioas, marched into the city ; eight and twenty 
of the inhabitants were slain by the sword of CaJed : weven men and 
six women v'ere pi*oscribed by the sentence of Mahomet ; but he blam- 
ed the cruelty of his lieutenant ; and several of the most obnoxious 
victims were indebted for their lives to his clemency or contempt. The 
chiefs of the Koreish were prostrate at his feet. " Wiat mercy can 
you expect from the man whom you have wronged ? — We confide in 
the generosity of our kinsman. — And you shall* not confide in vain ; 
begone ! you are safe, you are free,' The people of Mecca deserved 
their pardon by the profession of Islam ; and after an exile of seven 
years, the fugitive missionary was enthroned as the prince and prophet 
of his native country.(l) Biit the three hundred and sixty idols of the 
Caaba were ignomiuiously broken ; the house of God was purified and 
adorned ; as an example to future times, the apostle again fulfilled the 
duties of a pilgrim : and a perpetual law was enacted, that no un- 
believer should dare to set his foot on the territory of the holv city.(2) 
The conquest of Mecca determined the faith and obedience of the Ara- 
tribes j(3) who, according to the vicissitudes of fortune, had obeyed or 
disregai*ded the eloquence or the arms of the prophet. Indifference 
for rites and opinions still marks the character of the Bedoweens ; and 
they might accept, as loosly as they hold the doctrine of the Koran. 
Yet an obstinate remnant still adhered to the religion and liberty of 
their ancestors ; and the war of Honain derived a proper appellation 
from the tMs, whom Mahomet had vowed to destroy, and whom the 
confederates of Taycf had sworn to defend.(4) Four thousand Pajfans 
advanced w'ith secrecy and speed to surprise the conqueror ; they pitted 
and despised the supine negligence of the Koreish, but they depended on 
the wislies, and perhaps the aid, of a people who had so lately renounced 
their gods, and bowed beneath the yoke of their enemy. The banners 
of Medina and Mecca were displayed by the prophet ; a crowed of Bedo- 
weens increased the strength or numbers of the army, and tw^elve thou- 
sand Mussulmans entertained a rash and sinful presumption of their in- 
vincible strength. They descended without precaution into the valley 
of Honain ; the heights had been occupied by the archers and sUngers 
of the confederates ; their numbers were oppressed, their discipline was 
c<infounded, their courage was appalled, and the Koreish smiled at tlieir 
impending destruction. The prophet, on his white mule, was encompassed 
by the enemies ; he attempted to rush against their spears in search of a 
glorious death : ten of his faithful companions interposed their weapons 
and their breasts ; three of these fell dead at his feet. “ O my brethren," 
he repeatedly cried with sorrow and indignation, 1 am the son of Abdal- 
lah, 1 am the apostle of truth I O man, stand fast in the faith ! O God, 
send down thy succour !" His uncle Abbas, who, like the heroes of 
Homer, excelled in the loudness of his voice, made the valley resound 
with the recital of the gifts and promises of God : the dying Moslems 
returned from all sides to the holy standard ; and Mahomet observed 
with pleasure, that the furnace was again rekindled : his conduct and 


(1) The Mahometan doctors atill dispute, whetber Mecen was reduced by force or ronsetit 
(Al)uUeda, p. 107. et G<igiii«r ad locum ,) aiiU this verbal coiitruversy is of as much moment 
as oiir own about William the Conqueror, 

(2) til excluding the Christians from'the peulnsiila of Arabia, the province of Hejag, or 
the navisatioii of the Ked sea, Chardin (Voyages eii Herses, tom. tv p tOfi ) and Kelaiid 
(Dissert. Miscell. tom iii. p. 51.) are more rigid than the MussidniMris themselves. The 
Christians are received without scruple Into the ports of Macfaa, and even oi (.edda, and it 
is only the il^ and piecinUs of Mecca that are inaccessible to the pioCiue (Niebuhr, Oe 
■cription dc l*Arabie, p 308, 309. Voyage cn Amble, tom. I, p SOS, 248, ftc, 

(3) AbiiUeda. p. 112-115 Oagnlcr, tom fii. p 67—88 D*Heil»elot, J/r^Aommcrl. 

'i) The siege of Taycf, division of the spoil, &c. are related by Abiilfeda (p. 117—123.) 
and Gagnler. (tom. III. p. 8B-111.) It is Al Jaiiiiahi who nteiitioiis the engiiiea and engi- 
neers of tbetiilie of Daws. The temic spot of Tayef was supposed to tie a piece of the 
land of hyriu detached and dropped in the geiieiai deluge. 
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example restored tbe battle ; and he animated his victorious troops to 
inflict a merciless revenge on the authors of their shame. From the fleld 
of Ilonain^ he marched without delay to the siege of Tayef, sixty miles 
to the south-east of Mecca^ a fortress of strength^ whose fertile lands 
produce the fruits of Syria in the midst of the Arabian desert. A 
friendly tribe^ instructed (I know not how) in the art of sie^es^ supplied 
him with a train of battering-rams and military engines, with a body of 
five hundred artificers. But it was in vain that he offered freedom to 
the slaves of Tayef ; that he violated his own laws by the extirpation 
of the fruit-trees ; that the ground was opened by the miners ; that tho 
breach was assaulted by the troops. . After a siege of twenty days, the 
prophet sounded a retreat ; but he retreated w'lth a song of devout tri- 
umph, and affected to pray for the repentance of the unbelieving city. 
The spoil of this fortunate expedition amounted to six thousand captives, 
twenty-four thousand camels, forty thousand sheep, and four thousand 
ounces of silver : a tribe who had fought at lloiiain, redeemed their 
prisoners by the sccrifice of their idols ; but Mahomet compensated the 
loss, by resigning to the soldiers his fifth of the plunder, and wished, 
for their sake, that he possessed as many head of cattle as there were 
trees in the province of Tehama. Instead of chastising the disaffection 
of the Koreish, he endeavoured to cut out their tongues (his own ex- 
pression), and to secure their attachment by a superior measure of li- 
berality : Abu Sophian alone was presented with three hundred camels 
and twenty ounces of silver ; and Meti jl was sincerely converted to the 
profitable religion of the Koran. 

The fugitives and auxiliaries complained, that they who had bore the 
burden were neglected in the season of victoiy. Alas," replied their 
artful leader, suffer me to conciliate these recent enemies, these 
‘ doubtful proselytes, by the gift of some perishable goods. To your 
^ guard I intrust my life and fortunes. You are the companions of my 
‘ exile, of my kingclom, of my paradise." He was followed by the de- 
puties of Tayef, who dreaded the repetition of a siege. Grant us, O 
‘ apostle of God, a truce of three years, with the toleration of our an- 
^ cient worship." — Not a month, not an hour." — “ Excuse us at least 
^ from the obligation of prayer." — Without prayer religion is of no 
avail." They submitted in silence ; their temples were demollslied, 
and the same sentence of destruction was executed on all the idols of 
Arabia. His lieutenants, on the shores of the lied sea, the ocean, and 
the gulf of Persia, were saluted by the acclamations of a faithful peo- 
ple ; and the ambassadors who knelt before the throne of Medina, w ere 
as numerous (says the Arabian proverb) as the dates that fail from the 
maturity of a palm-tree. The nation submitted to the God and the sceptre 
of Mahomet : the opprobrious name of tribute was abolished, the s^ruti- 
taneous or reluctant oblations ,of alms and tithes were applied to the 
service of religion ; and one hundred and fourteen thousand Moslems 
accompanied the last piigrim^e of the apostle.(l) 

When Hcraclius returned in triumph from the Persian war, he en- 
tertained, at Emesa, one of the ambassadors of Mahomet, who invited 
the princes and nations of the earth to the profession of Islam On this 
foundation the zeal of the Arabians has supposed the secret conversion 
of the Christian emp.eror ; the vanity of the Greeks has feigned a per- 
sonal visit to the prince of Medina, who accepted from the royal bounty 
a rich domain, and a secure retreat in the province of Syria.(2) But 
the friendsliip of Heraclius and Mahomet was of short continuance : 


(1) Tbe last conquest and pilgritnage of Mahomet are contained in Abulfeda (p 121 --1500* 
Oagiiier (torn. tii. p. 119—219.), Elmacin (p 10, 11,), Ahiilpharagiiis. (p 103.) The ninth of 
the Hegira was 8t>led tbe Year of Embassies CGagnier, Not. ad Abiilfed. p. 1210. 

(2) Compare the bigotteU A1 Jaimabi (apud Uagnier, tom. i p 252—235 ) with tbe no less 
bigotted Greeks, Theopbaiies, (p. 276—273.) Zononts (tom. li. lib. 14 p. 86) and Cedreiius* 
(p. 421 ). 
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the new religion had inflamed rather than assuaged the rapacious spirit 
of the Saracens ; and the murder of an envoy afforded a decent pretence 
for invading, with three thousand 8oldiei*8, the territory of Palestine, 
lhat extends to the eastward of the Jordan. The holy banner was intrust- 
ed to Zeid ; and such was the discipline or enthusiasm of the rising sect, 
that the noblest chiefs served without reluctance under the slave of the 
prophet. On the event of his decease, Jaafar and Abdall^ were success 
sively substituted to the command ; and if the three should perish in the 
war, the troops were authorized to elect their general. The three leaders 
were slain in the battle of Muta,(l) the first military action which tried 
the valour of the Moslems against a foreign enemy. Zeid fell, like a 
soldier, in the foremost ranks ; the death of Jaafar was heroic and me- 
morable ; he lost his right hand ; he shifted the standard to his left ; the 
left was severed from his body ; he embraced the standard with his 
bleeding slumps, till he was transfixed to the ground with fifty honour- 
able wounds. Advance,'* cried Abdallah, who stepped into the vacant 
place, advance with confidence ; either victory or paradise is our 
own," The lance of a Roman decided the alternative ; but the falling 
standard was rescued by Caled, the proselyte of Mecca ; nine swords 
were broken in his hand ; and his valour withstood and repulsed the 
superior numbers of the Christians. In the nocturnal council of the 
camp he was chosen to command : his skilful evolutions of the ensuing 
day secured either the victory or the retreat of the Saracens : and 
Caled is renowned among his brethren and his enemies, by the gldVious 
appellation of the Sword of God, In the pulpit, Mahomet described, 
with prophetic rapture, the crowns of the blessed martyrs ; but in pri- 
vate he betrayed the feelings of human nature : he was surprised as he 
wept over the daughter of Zeid. What do I see ?" said the asto- 
nished votary. You see," replied the apostle, a friend who is 
" deploring the loss of his most taithful friend.^' After the conquest of 
Mecca, the sovereign of Arabia affected to prevent the hostile prepa- 
rations of Heraclius ; and solemnly proclaimed war against the Romans, 
without attempting to disguise the hardships and dangers of the enter- 
prise.(2) The Moslems were discouraged: they alleged the want of 
money, or horses, or provisions ; the season of harvest, and the into- 
lerable heat of the summer : Hell is much hotter," said the indig- 

nant prophet. He disdained to compel their service ; but on his return 
he admonished the most guilty, by an excommunication of fifty days. 
Their desertion enhanced the merit of Abubeker, Othman, and the 
faithful companions who devoted their lives and fortunes ; and Maho- 
met displayed his banner at the head of ten thousand hoi’se, and twenty 
thou‘iand loot. Painful indeed was the distress of the march : lassitude 
aiiil thirst were aggravated by the scorching and pestdential winds of 
the desert ; ten men rode by turns an the same camel ; and they were 
reduced to the shameful necessity of drinking the water from the belly 
of that useful animal. In the midway, ten days' journey from Medina 
and Damascus, they reposed near the grove and fountain of Tabuc. 
Beyond that place, Mahomet declined the prosecution of the war : he 
declared himself satisfied with the peaceful intentions ; he was more 
probably daunted by the martial array of the emperor of the east. But 
the active and intrepid Caled spread around the terror of his name ; 
anil the prophet received the submission of the tribes and cities, from 
the Euphrates to Ailah, at the head of the Red sea. To his Christian 
subjects, Mahomet readily granted the security of their persons, the 
freedom of their trade, the property of their goods, and the toleration 

(1) For the batil<* of Muta, and its coii6equeiice8» »ee ALMilieda (p. 100 — lOf ) and Gammer 
(tom. II p 327-313 ) KaXeiov (says Theophaiics) ou \i.yov<ri fiax<ttpav tow Oeou, 

(2) The expediuoti to I abac is recorded hf onr ordinary mtis, Abulieda (Vit. Hoham. 
p 125—127.) and Gagnier (Vie dc Mahomet, tom. iii. p 147—163 ) , but we have the advaa 
lage of appeaUiig to the original evidence of the Koran (c. ix. p. lai.— 1G3.)» with Salt*g 
learned and mtioual notes. 
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of tlicir worship,(l) The weakness of their Arabian brethren had 
restrained them from opposing his ambition ; the disciples of Jesus 
were endeared to the enemy of the Jews ; and it was the interest of a 
conqueror to propose a fair capitulation to the most powerful religion 
of the earth. 

Till the age of sixty-three years, the strength of Mahomet was equal 
to the temporal and spiritual fatigues of his mission. His epileptic hts, 
an absurd calumny of the Greeks, would be an object of pity rather 
than abhorrence,(2') but he seriously believed that he was poisoned at 
Chaibar, by the revenge of a Jewish feniale,(3) During four years, the 
health of trie prophet declined ; his infirmities increased ; but his mortal 
disease was a fever of fourteen days, which deprived him by intervals 
of the use of reason. As soon as he was conscious of his danger, he 
edified his brethren by the humility of his virtue or penitence. It 
there be any man," said the apostle from the pulpit, whom I have 
unjustly scourged, 1 submit my own back to the lash of retaliation. 
Have 1 aspersed the r^utation of a Mussulman ? let him proclaim 
my faults in ths. face of the congregation. Has any one been des- 
** polled of his goods ? the little that 1 possess shall compensate the 
principal and the interest of the debt." “ Ves," replied a voice from 
the crowd, “ I am entitled to three drachms of silver." Mahomet 
heard the complaint, satisfied the demand, and thanked his creditor for 
accusing him in this world rather than at the day of judgment. He 
beheld with temperate firmness the approach of death ; enfranchised 
liis slaves (seventeen men, as thw are named, and eleven women) ; 
minutely directed the order of his funeral, and moderated the lamenta- 
tions of his weeping friends, on whom he bestowed the benediction of 

E . Till the third day before his death, he regularly performed the 
ion of public prayer ; the choice of Abubeker to supply his place, 
appeared to mark that ancient and faithful friend as his successor m 
the sacerdotal and regal office ; but he prudently declined the risk and 
envy of a more explicit nomination. At a moment when his faculties 
were visibly impaired, he called for pen and ink to write, or more pro- 
perly to dictate, a divine book, the sum and accomplishment of all his 
revelations : a dispute arose in the chamber, whether he should be 
allowed to superseae the authority of the Koran ; and the prophet was 
forced to reprove the indecent vehemence of his disciples. If the 
slightest credit may be afifbrded to the traditions of his wives and com- 
panions, he maintained in the bosom of his family, and to the last mo- 
ments of his life, the dignity of an apostle, and the faith of an enthu- 
siast ; described the visits of Gabriel, who biide an everlasting farewell 
to the earth, and expressed his lively confidence, not only of the n»ercy 
but of the favour of the Supreme Ileing. In a familiar discoiLoo he 

(1) 1 he Diploma securitatis Jttensi§us, is attefited by Ahmed Ben Joseph, and the author 
Jjtbri SfUndorum , (Gagiiirr Not. ad Abultedani, p. 135 ) but Abuifeda liimseir, as well as 
Eluiaciii (Hist. Saracen, p. 11.), llioiigb be owns Mahoniet*s regard for the Christians (p. 15. 
only mentions peace and tribute. In the year 1630, siouita published at Pans the text and 
version of Mahomet's p itent in favour ut the Christians ; wlilch was admitted and reprobated 
by the opposite taste ul salmatius and Grotius (It.tyle, Mahomtt, Item. AA.J. Hotlinger 
doubts of its autheiiUcUy (Hist. Orient, p 257.); ReiMiidot urges the roiiseiit of the Malio. 
inetaus (Hist. Patriarch. Alex, p 169.) ; bill Mosbeiin (Hist. Eccles. p S44.; shews the fiiti. 
lity of thi’ir opinion, and inclines to believe it spurious. Yet Abiilpharagius quotes the 
impostor’s treaty with ih.e Nestoriau patriarch (Asseniaii BlbUotb. Orient, tom. li. p. 418 ) ; 
but Abiilpbaragins was primate of the Jacobites. 

(2) The epilepsy, or railing sickness of Mahomet, is asserted by Theophnnes, Zonams and 
the rest of the Greeks ; and is greedily swallowed by the gross bigotry of Hottlnger (Hist. 
Orient, p. 10, 11.). Pndeaux (Life of Maboniet, p. 12.), and Mnracci (torn il Alcoran, p. 
762, 763.) 'I he tIHej fthe wi'apped up, the covered) of two chapters ot the Koran (75, 74.) 
can hardly he simined to such an Interpretation ; the silence, the ignorance, of the Maho- 
metan commentators, is more conclusive than the most peremptory denial , and the cliari- 
table side is espoused by Ockley (Hist of the Aantceiis, torn 1. p 501 ), Gagiiier (ad AbiiU 
ftd. p. 9 Vie de Mahomet, tom. i p J18.), and Sale (Koran, p 469—474.) 

(3) This poison, (mure ignomiiiiotit since it was offered as a test of bis prophetic know, 
ledge) it iiankly confessed by his zealous votaries, Abuifeda (p 92*) and Al Jaiinabi (apud 
Gaguier, tom. ii. p 286—288.). 
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bad mentioned his special prerogative^ that the angel of death was not 
allowed to take his soul till he had res^ctfully asked the permission of 
the prophet. The request was granted ; and Mahomet immediately fell 
into the agony of his dissolution : his head was reclined on the lap of 
Ayesha^ the best beloved of all his wives ; he fainted with the violence 
of pain ; recovering his spirits^ he raised his eyes towards the roof of 
the house, and with a steady look, though a faltering voice, uttered the 

last broken, though articulate, words. “ O God I pardon my 

sins ] Yes, I come, ...... among my fellow- 

citizens on high and thus peaceably expired on a cfirpet spread 
upon the door. An expedition for the conquest of Syria was stopped 
by this mournful event ; the army halted at the gates of Medina; the 
chiefs were assembled round their dying master. The city, more espe- 
cially the house, of the prophet, was a scene of clamorous sorrow or of 
silent despair; fanaticism alone could suggest a ray of hope and consola- 
tion. ^'Howcan he be dead, our witness, our intercessor, our mediator with 
God? ‘^By God he is not dead ; like Moses and Jesus he is wrapt in a holy 
trance, and speedily will he return to his faithful people."^ The evi- 
dence of sense was disregarded; and Omar unsheating his scimitar, 
threatened to strike off the heads of the iniidels, who should dare to 
affirm that the prophet was no more. The tumult was appeased by the 
weight and moderation of Abubeker. Is it Mahomet/* said he ta 
Omar and the multitude, or the God of Mahomet, whom you wor- 
‘‘ ship ? The God of Mahomet hveth for ever, but the apostle was a 
mortiil like ourselves, and according to his own prediction, lie has 
" experienced the common fate of mortality.** He was piously interred 
by the hands of his nearest kinsman, on the same spot on which he 
expired :(1) Medina has been sanctifed hy the death and burial of Ma- 
homet ; and the innumerable pilgrims ot Mecca often turn aside from 
the way, to bow in voluntary devotio]i,(S) before the simple tomb of the 
prophet.(3) 

At the conclusion of the life of Mahomet, it may perhaus be expected 
that I should balance his faults and virtues, that 1 should decide whe- 
ther the title of enthusiast or impostor more properly belongs to that 
extraordinary man. Had 1 been intimately conversant with the son of 
Abdallah, the task would still be difficult, and tlie success uncertain : 
at the distance of twelve centuries, I darkly contemplate his shade 
through a cloud of religious incense ; and could I truly delineate the 
portrait of an hour, the fleeting resemblance would not equally apply to 
the sohtary of Mount Ilera, to the preacher of Mecca, and to the con- 
queror of Arabia. The author of a mighty revolution appears to have 
been endowed with a pious and contemplative disposition : so soon as 
marriage had raised him above the pressure of want, he avoided the 
paths of ambition and avarice ; and, till tlie age of forty, he lived with 
innocence, and would have died without a name. The unity of God is 
an idea most congenial to nature and reason ; and a slight conversation 
with the Jews and Christians, would teach him to despise and detest 

Cl) The Greeks and Latins have invented and propaj^ated ihe vulgar and ridlciilotis story 
that lUabomeCs Iron (onili Is suspended in the air at Mecca (cq/z" Laonicus 

Clialcocoiidyles des Rebus lurcicis, lib. iii p. 66.) by the action of equal and potent load* 
Slones (UicUonaire de Bayle, il/ziAwief, Kem. KG PF) Without any philosophical inqiii> 
nes, it may siitRce, that, 1. The prophet was not buried at Mecca : and, 3. That his tomb at 
Medina, which has been visited by millions, is placed on the ground (Reland de Relig. 
Mobani. lib. il. c 19 p. 209 -*211.), Gagnier (Vie de Mahomet, tom. tii p. 263—268 ) 

(2) Al jannabi enumerates (Vie de Mahomet, torn iii. p. 372—391.) the muhifanoue duties 
of a pilgiiin who visits the tomb of the prophet and his companions, and the learned casuist 
decides, that this act of devotion is nearest in obligation and ineiU to a divine precept Ihe 
doctors are divided whith, of Mecca and Medina, be the most excellent p. 391— 394.). 

(3) The last sickness, death, and burial, of Mahon ct, are described by Abiilfeda and Gag* 
nier (Vit Mnitam, p. 137—142. Vie de Mahomet, tom. in p 220 -271 ). The most private 
and Interesting circumstances were originally received from Ayesha, Ali, the sons of Abbas, 
-Ic. and as they dwelt at Medina, and survved the piophet many years, they might repea 
the pious tale to a second or third generation of pilgiinis. 
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the idolatry of Mecca. It was the duty of a man, and a citizen, to im- 
part the doctrine of salvation, to rescue his country from the dominion 
of sin and error. The energy of a mind incessantly bent on the same 
object, would convert a general obligation into a particular call ; the 
warm suggestions of the understanding, or the fancy, would be felt as 
the inspirations of heavenj the labour of thought would expire in 
rapture and vision ; and the inward sensation, the invisible mo- 
nitor, would be described with the form and attributes of an angel of 
God.(l) From enthusiasm to imposture, the step is perilous and slip- 
pery ; the demon of Socrates(2) affords a memorable instance, how a 
wise man may deceive himself, how a good man may deceive others, 
how the conscience may slumber in a mixed and middle state be- 
tween self-illusion and voluntary fraud. Cliarity may believe that 
the original motives of Mahomet were those of pure and gimuine 
benevolence ; but a human missionary is incapable of cherishing 
the obstinate unbelievers who reject his claims, despise his argu- 
ments, and persecute his life ; he might forgive his personal adver- 
saries, he may lawfully hate the enemies of God ; the stern passions of 
pride and revenge were kindled in the bosom of Mahomet, and ho 
sighed like the prophet of Nineveh, for the destruction of the rebels 
whom he had condemned. The injustice of Mecca, and the choice of 
Medina, transformed the citizen into a prince, the humble preacher into 
the leader of armies ; but his sword v as consecrated by the example of 
the saints ; and the same God who afUn ts a sinful world with pestilence 
and earthquakes, might inspire for their conversion, or chastisement, 
the valour of his servants. In the exercise of political government, he 
was compelled to abate of the stern rigour of fanaticism, to comply, in 
some measure, with the prejudices and passions of his followei’s, and to 
employ even the vices of mankind as the instruments of their salvation. 
The use of fraud and perfidy, of cruelty and injustice, were often sub- 
servient to the propagation of the faith ; and Mahomet commanded or 
approved the assassination of the Jews and idolaters who had escaped 
from the field of battle. By the repetition of such acts, the character 
of Mahomet must have been gradually stained ; and the influence of 
such pernicious habits would be poorly (sompensated by the practice of 
the personal and social virtues, which are necessary to maintain the 
reputation of a prophet among his sectaries and friends. Of his last 
years, ambition was the ruling passion ; and a politician will suspect, 
that he secretly smiled (the victorious impostor !) at the enthusiasm of 
his youth, and the credulity of his proselytcs.(3) A philosopher would 
observe that their cruelty and his success would <-end more stron^^ly to 
fortify the assurance of his divine mission, that his interest and religion 
were inseparably connected, and that his conscience would be so* thed 
by the persuasion, that he alone was absolved by tlie Deity from the 
obligation of positive and moral laws. If he retained any vestige oi his 
native innocence, the sins of Mahomet may be allowed as the evidenx* 

(!) ibe Christian)^, inslily enough, have as<;*giie<1 to M.ihoinet a tame pigeon, that aeetned 
to clesceiut fioin heaven and whisper in liis eai As this pretended miracle I8 urged by (Jro* 
tiua (de Voritate Keli;{ioiiia Chriatlanse), iiii> Atahic translator, the learned Pocuik, iiiqriireil 
of liiiii the names of his authors; and Orotius confessed, that it it unknown to the Maho. 
inetaiiR iheniselvet Lest it should provoke their itidignatioii and laughter, the pious lie is 
suppressed in the Arabic version , but it has niaint.iiiied iiii edif>mg place in ilic iiiiiiierous 
editions of the Latin text I'f'ocork Specimen Hist Arabuin, p. 186, l'f7. Iteland, de Keligioti. 
Mohatii. lib il c .39. p 259^62 ) 

(2) B/uoi TOUTO to-Ttit CK irutdov a^^a/ievov nv r\ ota¥ ac» 

aTuTpcir«» /ue tovtov a av fieWuf irpaTTCiv, ‘trpoTpeiret oviroTt (Plato, in Apoiog. Socrat 
c six. p 121, 122. edit liscber). The familiar examples, winch Socrates iirges in Ins 
Dialogue with |lie.igcs (Platon opera, tom t. p. 128, 129 edit Hen. .Stephan ),are beyond 
the reach of iiiiiiiaii foresight : and the divine iiispirati* n (the Aatpovio^) of the philosopher, 
is clearly laiigbt in the AlernoiahilU of Xenophon llic ideas of the most railoiiat IMatoiiists 
are exptesseii hv Cicero (de Di> in.it i 54 ), and in the tonrteeiilh and afteeiitli Dlssertauoiis 
of Maximus id 'fyre(p 153—172 edit Davis 

(.3) 111 some passage of his voliimiiious wiitings, Voltaire compares the prophet, in his 
o'd age to a fakir, — ** qtii deiaclii le chalne de sou cou poui en doiiiier sur lesoieiltci A set' 
Coiilrerea.'*' 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. m 

of hia sincerity. In the support of truth, the arts of fraud and fiction 
may be deemed less criminal ; and he would have started at the foulness 
of the means, had he not been wtisfied of the importance and ju8tio^,of 
the end. Even in a conqueror, or a priest, I can surprise a word or 
action of unaffected humanity ; and the decree of Mahomet, that, in 
the sale of captives, the mother should never be separated from their 
children, may suspend or moderate the censure of the historian.(l) 

The good sense of Mahomet(2) despised the pomp of royalty ; the 
apostle of God submitted to the menial offices of the family ; he kindled 
the fire, swept the fioor, milked the ewes, and mended with his own 
hands his shoes and his woollen garment. Disdaining the penance and 
merit of a hermit, he observed without effort or vanity, the abstemious 
diet of an Arab and a soldier. On solemn occasions he feasted his com- 
panions with rustic and hospitable plenty ; but in his domestic life, many 
weeks would elapse without a fire being kindled on the heai'th of the 
prophet. The interdiction of wine was confirmed by bis example ; 
his hunger was appeased with a sparing allowance of barley-bread ; 
he delighted in the taste of milk and honey ; but his ordinary food con- 
sisted of dates and water. Perfumes and women were the two sensual 
enjoyments which his nature required, and his religion did not forbid : 
and Mahomet affirmed, that the fervour of his devotion was increased 
by these innocent pleasures. The heat of the climate inflames the 
blood of the Arabs ; and their libidinous complexion has been noticed 
by the writers of autiquity.(3) Their incontinence was regulated by 
the civil and religious laws of the Koran ; thmr incestuous alliances 
were blamed, the boundless licence of polygMy was reduced to four 
legitimate wives or concubines ; their ri^its both of bed and of 
dowry were eouitably determined ; the freedom of divorce was dis- 
couraged, adultery w'fis condemned as a capital offence, and fornica- 
tion, in either sex, was punished w ith a hundred stripes.(4) Such were 
the calm and rational precepts of the legislator; but in hia private 
conduct, Midiomet indulged the appetites of a man, and abused the 
claims of a prophet. A special revmtion dispenseil him from the laws 
which he had imposed on his nation ; the female sex, without reserve, 
was abandoned to his desires ; and this singular prerogative excited the 
envy, rather than the scandal, the veneration rather than the envy, of 
the devout Mussulmans. If we remember the seven hundred wives and 
three hundred concubines of the wise Solomon, we shall applaud the 
modesty of the Arabian, who espoused no more than seventeen or fifteen 
wives ; eleven are enumerated, who occupied at Medina their separate 
apartments round the house of the apostle, and enjoyed in their turns 
the favour of his conjugtd society. What is singular enough, they were 
all widows, excepting only Ayesha, the daughter of Abubeker. She 
was doubtless a virgin, since Mahomet consummated his nuptials (such 
is the premature ripeness of the climate) when she was only nine years 
of age. The youth, the beauty, the spirit, of Ayesha, gave her a su- 
perior ascendant: ^e was beloved and iiusted W the prophet; and, 
after his death, the daughter of Abubeker was long revered as the 

(1) Oagnier relatei, viitli tUe same impartial pen, this hiiniatie law of the prophet, and the 
Diurilera of cwib and bopiiiaii, winch be prompted and approved (Vie de Mahomet, tom. ii. 
p 69 97.308.). 

(9) For the domestic life of Mahomet, consult Gasnicr, and the corresponding chapters of 
Abulfeda : for liis diet (itnn. iii p. 285—288 ), his children (p. 189—280 ), his wives (6. 290^ 
S03.), bis marri.ige with ^eii-eb (t«iii Ii. p. 152—160.), his amour wuh Mar> (303-309 ), the 
hilse acciisaliou of Ayesha (p. 186—199 ) I'lie most original evidence ot ihe three last 
transactions, is contained in the twenty fourth, tinny third, and siviy siith chapters of the 
Koran, with hale’s rouiroeiitary. Prideaiix (l.ife of Mabniim, p 80 90.) and Maraccl 
(Frodroni Alcoran, pan »v. p.49— 59 ) l.ave malic loiisiy exaggerated the tialltiesof Mahomet. 

(3) Incredilnle e»t <pio ardorc apud eos lu veiiereni iiterqoc solvitiir scans (Aumiian. Mar- 

*^*(4)'sale ^CPreUiniu DUconrse, p. 13.1-137.) has recapitulated the laws of marriage, 
divorce, dec. and the curious reader of heideirs Uxor llelinuca wilt recognise tnany Jewish 
o'dinaiices 

VoL. Ill F f 
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mother of the faithful. Her behaviour had been ambiguous and indis- 
creet : in a nocturnal march^ she was accidentally left behind ; and in 
tho, morning Ayesha returned to the camp with a man. The temper of 
Mahomet was inclined to jealousy ; but a divine revelation assured him 
of her innocence : lie chastised her accusers^ and published a law of do- 
mestic peace^ that no woman should be co'ndemned unless four male 
witnesses had seen her in the act of adultery.(l) In his adventures 
with Zeineb^ the wife of Zeid^ and with Mary, an Egyptian captive, the 
amorous prophet foiigot the interest of his reputation. At the house of 
Zeid, his freedman and adopted son, he beheld, in a loose undress, the 
beauty of Zeineb, and burst forth into an ejaculation of devotion and 
desire. The servile, or grateful, freedman, understood the hint, and 
yielded without hesitation to the love of his benefactor. But as the 
filial relation had excited some doubt and scandal, the angel Gabriel 
descended from heaven to ratify the deed, to annul the adoption, and 
gently to reprove the apostle for distrusting the indulgence of his God. 
One of his wives, Hafna, the daughter of Omar, surprised him on her 
own bed, iu the embraces of his Egyptian captive ; she promised se- 
crecy and forgiveness ; he swore that he would renounce the possession 
of Mary. Both parties forgot their engagements, and Gabriel again 
descended with a chapter of the Koran, to absolve him from his oath, 
and to exhort him freely to enjoy his captives and concubines, without 
listening to the clamours of his wives. In a solitary retreat of thirty 
days, he laboured, alone with Mary, to fulfil the commands of the 
angel. When his love^nd revenge were satiated, he summoned to his 
presence his eleven wiWs, reproached their disobedience and indiscre- 
tion, and threatened them with a sentence of divorce, both in this world 
and the next : a dreadful sentence, since those who had ascended tlie 


bed of the prophet were for ever excluded from the hope of a second 
marriage. Perhaps the incontinence of Mahomet may be palliated by 
the tradition of his natural or preternatural gift ;{ 2 ) he united the 
manly virtue of thirty of the children of Adam ; and the apostle might 
rival the thirteenth labour(3) of the Grecian Hercules.^ 4) A more se- 
rious and decent excuse may be drawn from his fidelity to Cadijah. 
During the twenty-four years of their marriage, her youthful husband 
abstained from the right of polygamy, and the pride or tenderness of 
the venerable matron was never insulted by the society of a rival. After 
her death, he placed her in the rank of tne four perfect women, with 
the sister of Mnses, the mother of Jesus, and Fatima, the best beloved 
of his daughters. Was she not old ? (said Ayesha, with the insolence 
" of a blooming beauty) has not God given you a better in her place ? — 
No, by God (said Mahomet, with an effusion of honest gratitude), 
there never can be a better ! she believed in me, when men despised 
me ; she relieved my wants, when I was poor and persecuted V y the 

** world."(^) 


(1) In a memorable case, the caliph Omar decided that ail presumptive evidence was c* 
no avail , and 4hat all the four wittieasea must have actually seen atvium m pvxide. (abiiN 
feds Annales Mosleiulcl, p. 71 vers Relsku.) 

(3) SIbi robiir ad seiterationem, quantum tngluta virl babent, inessejactaret: ita ut unick 
hnri posm nndecim fosminis satisjaceret ut ex Arabum libris refert Stus Petrus Paschasius, 
c. 3, (Maraccl, Prodromus Alcoran, p. 4. p. 55,) See likewise observations de Belou, lib. lit. 
c. 10. fol. 179. recto ) Al Jannabi (Gaqnier, tom. lii p. 487.) records his own testimony, 
that be surpassed all men iq coqjiixai vigour ; and Abulfeda mentions tbe exclamation of All, 
wbo washed his tmdy after his death, O prophets, certe penis suus coslum versus erectiis 
eat.*’ (to Vic. Mohammed, p 140 > 

(3) i borrow tlie style uf a fhther of the church, evaOXevMir *ll/>aKXovc TpttncatStaaTov a0\ov, 
<Greg. Naaiiueen, orat ill. p. 108.} 

(4> The common and nioii glorious legend includes, in a single night, the flUy victories of 
Hercules over the virgin daughters of Thestius. (Oiodor. jilcul, tom. I. 11b. Iv. p 274. 
Pausauias, lib ix p. 763. Statius Sylv lib I. eleg ill v. 42.) But Athenseus allows seven 
Bights, (Dlepiiosopbist. lib xiil. p. 356) and Apollodorita Bfty, for this arduous achievement 
of Hercules, wbo was then no more than eighteen years of age. (bibllot. lib. li. c. 4. p. 111. 
enm notls Heyne, part 1 p 332.) 

(3) Abulfeda in Vit. Mobaiii. p. 12, 13. k6, 17. cum notls Gagtiler. 
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In the largest indulgence of polygamy, the founder of a religion and 
empire might aspire to multiply the chances of a numerous posterity 
ana a lineal succession. The hopes of Mahomet were fatally disap^ 
pointed. The virgin Ayesha, atid his ten widows of mature age and 
approved fertility, were barren in his potent embraces. The four sons 
of Cadijah died in their infancy. M.ary^ his Egyptian concubine, was 
endeared to him by the birth of Ibraliim. At the end of fifteen months 
the prophet wept over his grave : but he sustained with firmness the 
raillery of his enemies, and checked the adulation or credulity of the 
Moslems, by the assurance that an eclipse of the sun was net occasioned 
by the death of the infant. Cadijan had likewise given him four 
daughters, who were married to the most faithful of his disciples : the 
three eldest died before their father ; but Fatima, who possessed his 
confidence and love, became the wife of her cousin Ali, find the mother 
of an illustrious progeny. The merit and misfortunes of Ali and his 
descendants will lead mo to anticipate, in this place, the series of the 
Saracen caliphs, a title whicli describes the commanders of the faithful 
as the vicars and successors of the apostle of God.(l) 

The birth, the alliance, the character, of Ali, whicli exalted him above 
tlie rest of his countrymen, might justify his claim to the vacant throne 
of Arabia. The son of Abu Taleb was, in his own right, the chief of 
the family of Uasheni, and the hereditary prince or guardian of the city 
and temple of Mecca. The light of prophecy was extinct ; but the 
Imsband of Fatima might expect the inheritance and blessing of* her 
father : the Arabs had sometimes been patient iS>f a female reign ; and 
the two grandsons of the prophet hud often been fondled in his lap, and 
shewn in his pulpit, as the hope of his age, and the chief of the youth 
of paradise. The first of the true believers might aspire to march be* 
fore them in this world and in the next ; and if some were of a graver 
.ind more rigid cast, the zeal and virtue of Ali were never outstripped 
by any recent proselyte. He united the qualifications of a poet, n sol- 
dier, and a saint : his wisdom still breathes in a collection ot moral and 
religious sayings ;{2) and every antagonist, in the combats of the 
tongue or of the sword, was subdued by his eloquence and valour. 
From the first hour of his mission to the last rites of his funeral, the 
apostle was never forsaken by a generous friend, whom he delighted to 
name his brother, his vice-gerent, and the faithful Aaron of a second 
Moses. The son of Abu Tmeb was afterward reproached for neglecting 
to secure his interest by a solemn declaration of his right, which would 
have silenced all competition, and sealed his succession by the decrees 
of heaven. But the unsuspecting hero confided in himselfs; the jealousy 
of empire, and perliaps the fear of opposition, might suspend the reso- 
lutions of Mahomet ; and the bed ot sickness was besieged by the art- 
ful Ayesha, the daughter of Abubeker, and the enemy of Ali. 

Tim silence and death of the prophet restored the liberty of the peo- 
ple ; and his companions convened an assembly to deliberate on the 
choice of his successor. The hereditary claim and lofty spirit of Ali, 
were offensive to an aristocracy of elders, desirous of bestowing and re- 
suming the sceptre by a free and frequent election : the Koreish could 
never be reconciled to the proud pre-eminence of the line of Hashem ; 


(1) ThM oiitllrie of the Arahhn htatory ia drawn nom the Ribliotheque Orientate of d*Her. 
helot ; (under the natues of Aboubecre, Omar, Othman, Ali, «.c.) fioiii tlie Aiiiiala of Abiil- 
fedH, Abul|»bar<iiiiiia, and Hlinacin (under the proper years of the and rspeclallx 

from ockicy’s Hhtory of the Saracens (vol I p 1— 10 115—122. 229 219 Vil— 572, 378— 
391 and alHM»8t the whole of the second volume ) Yet we should «riub with caution tfia 
traditions of the hostile sects, a stream which becomes stitl more muddy as It flows fhrtlier 
from the source, hir John rbardin has too faithfully copied the fables and errors of the 
modern Persians (Voyages, tom il. p. 235 - *50, &c ) ^ 

(*) Ockley (at the end of bis second volume) has given an English version of one hundred 
and sixlj-iiiiie sentences, which be ascribes, with some tiesit'iiloii, to AU, the aoii of Aha 
Taleb His preface is coloured by the entbiisiasm of a traiisJator; yet these sentences de* 
lineate a characteristic, though dark, picture of human life 
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the ancient discord of tlie tribes was rekindled ; the fugitives of Mecca 
and the auxiliaries of Medina asserted their respective merits^ and the 
rash proposal of choosing two independent caliphs would have crushed 
in their infancy the reli^on and empire of the Saracens. The tumult 
was appeased oy the disinterested resolution of Omar, who, suddenly 
renouncing his own pretensions, stretched forth his hand, and declared 
himself the first subject of the mild and venerable Abubeker. The 
urgency of the moment, and the acquiescence of the neople, might ex- 
cuse this illegal and precipitate measure ; but Omar himsebf confessed 
from the pulpit, that if any Mussulman should hereafter presume to 
anticipate the sufirage of his brethren, both the elector and the elected 
would be worthy of death.(l) After the simple inauguration of Abu- 
beker, he was obeyed in Medina^ Mecca^ and the provinces of Arabia ; 
the Hashemites alone declined the oath of fidelity ; and their chief, in 
his own house, maintained, above six months, a sullen and independent 
reserve ; without listening to the threats of Omar, who attempted to 
consume with fire the habitation of the daughter of the apostle. The 
death of Fatima, ''nd the decline of his party, subdued the indignant 
spirit of All ; he condescended to salute the commander of the faithful, 
accepted his excuse of the necessity of preventing their common ene- 
mies, and wisely rejected his courteous offer of abdicating the govern- 
ment of the Arabians. After a reign of two years, the aged caliph was 
summoned by the angel of death. In his testament, with the tacit ap- 
probation of the companions, he bequeathed the sceptre to the firm and 
intrepid virtue of Omar. I have no occasion (said the modest candi- 
date) for the place ." — ** But the place has occasion for you," rg[)lied 
Abubeker ; who expired with a fervent prayer that the god of Maho- 
met would ratify his choice, and direct the Mussulmans in the way of 
concord and obedience. The prayer was not ineffectual, since Ali him- 
self, in a life of privacy and prayer, professed to revere the superior 
worth and dignity of his rival ; who comforted him for the loss of em- 
pire, by the most fiattering marks of confidence and esteem. In the 
twelfth year of his reign, Omar received a mortal wound from the hand 
of an assassin ; he rejected with equal impartiality the names of his son 
.ind of Ali, refused to load bis conscience with the sins of his successor, 
and devolved on six of the most respectable companions, the arduous 
task of electing a commander of the faithful. On this occasion, Ali was 
again blamed by his frjend8(3) for submitting his right to the judgment 
of men, for recognizing their jurisdiction by accepting a place among 
the six electors. He might have obtained their suffrage, had he deigned 
to promise a strict and servile conformity, not only to the Koran and 
tradition, but likewise to the determinations of two M^ith 

these limitations, Othman, the secretary of Mahomet, accepted the 
government ; nor was it till after the third caliph, t\^ enty-four ars 
after the death of the prophet, that Ali was invested by the p(»pular 
choice, with the regal and sacerdotal office. The manners of the Ara- 
bians retained their primitive simplicity, and the son of Abu Taleb 
despised the pomp and vanity of this world At the hour of prayer, he 
repaired to the mosch of Medina, clothed in a thin cotton gown, a 
coarse turban on liis head, his slippers in one hand, and his bow in the 

(1) Ockley, CHiit. of tli<; Saracens, vol. i. p. 5, 6) from an Arabian MS represents Ayeslia 
aa adverse to tfae substitiitioh of her fatber Jo the place of the apostle. This fact, so iinpro* 
table III itself, i» unnoticed by Abulfeda, Al Jaiinabi, and A1 Bochari, the iaat of wiiom quotes 
the tradition of ayeslia berself. (Vit. Mohammed, p. 136. Vi^ de Mahomet, tom ill. p. 
i36 ) 

(i) Partlcnlarly by hts friend and cousin Abdallah, the son of Abbas, who died A. D. 687, 
with the title of grand doctoi of the Moslems. In Abulfeda he recapitulated the important 
occasions lu which Ali bad tiegiecied bis salutary advice (p 76. vers. Reiske) ; and coiirliides, 
(p. 85 J O princeps fldeliuiii, abeqiie coiitroversia tu quldem \erefortls es, at inops boni con* 
silii, et rorum gereiularoni parnm callens. 

(3) I suspect that the two seniors ( A bnipbaraglus p. 115. Ockley, tom. i. p. 371.) may 
signify not two actual counsellors, but his two predecessors, Abubeker and Omar. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 437 

other, instead of a walking staff. The companions of the pro)>het and 
the chiefs of the tribes saluted their new sovereign, and gave him their 
right hands as a sign of fealty and allegiance. 

The mischiefs that flow »om the contests of ambition are usually 
confined to the times and countries in which they had been agitated. 
But the religious discord of the friends and enemies of Alt has been re- 
newed in every age of the Hegira, and is still maintained in the immor- 
tal hatred of the Persians and Turk8.(l) The former, who are branded 
with the appellation of Shiites or sectaries, have enriched the Mahome- 
tan creed vivth a new article of faith ; and if Mahomet be the apostle, 
his companion Ali is the vicar, of God. In their private converse, in 
their public worship, they bitterly execrate the three usurpers who in- 
tercepted his indefeasible right to the dignity of imam and caliph ; and 
the name of Omar expresses in their tongue the perfect accomplish- 
ment of wickedness and impiety.(2) The Sonnites, who are supported 
by the general consent and orthodox tradition of the Mussulmans, en- 
tertain a more impartial, or at least a more decent, opinion. They re- 
spect the memory of Abubeker, Omar, Othman, and Ali, the holy and 
legitimate successors of the primhet. But they assign the last and most 
humble place to the husbana ox Fatima, in the persuasion that the or- 
der of succession was determined by the degrees of sanctity.(3) An his- 
torian who balances the four caliphs with a hand unshaken by super- 
stition, will calmly pronounce, that their manners were alike pure and 
exemplary ; that their zeal was fervent, and probably sincere ; and^hat, 
in the midst of riches and power, their lives were devoted to the prac- 
tice of moral and religious duties* But the public virtues of Abubeker 
and Omar, the prudence of the first, the severity of the second, main- 
tiiined the peace and prosperity of their reigns. The feeble temper and 
declining age of Othman were incapable of sustaining the weight of con- 
quest and empire. He chose, and ne was deceived ; he trusted, and ho 
was betrayed ; the most deserving of the faithful became useless or hos- 
tile to his government, and his lavish bounty was productive only of 
ingratitude and discontent. The spirit of discord went forth in the 

S rovinces, their deputies assembled at Medina, and the Charegites, the 
esperate fanatics who disclaimed the yoke of subordination and reason, 
were confounded among the free-born Arabs, who demanded the re- 
dress of their wrongs and the punishment of their oppressors. From 
Cufa, from Bassora, from Egypt, from the tribes of tne desert, they 
rose in arms, encamped about a league from Medina, and dispatched a 
haughty mandate to their sovereign, requiring him to execute justice, 
or to (h^scend from the throne. His repentance began to disarm and 
disperse the insurgents ; but their fury was rekindled by the arts of his 
enemies ; and the forgery of a perfidious secretary was contrived to 
blast his reputation and precipitate his fall. The caliph had lost the 
only guard of his predecessors, the esteem and confidence of the Mos- 
lems : during a siege of six weeks Ills water and provisions were inter- 
cepted, and the feeble gates of the palace were protected only by the 
scruples of the more timorous rebels. Forsaken by those who had 


(1) The schism of the Persians is explained by all our travellers of the last century, espeeb 
ally ill the second and fourth volumes of their master, Chardin. Niebubi, tllou^h of in 
itiiite merit, has the advancige ofviiitins so the year 1764 (Voyages cn Arabic, Ac. 

tom. ii p. 20B -S33.), since tlie liieflTectual attempt of Nadir Shall to change the religion of 
the nalUm (See bis Persian History translated into French by Sir William Jones, tom. ii. p. 

6. 47, 48. 144-155) 

(3) Omar is the name of the devil ; his murderer Is a saint. When the Persians shoot with 
the bow, they frequently cry,—'* May this arrow goto the heart of titnar !” (Voyages de cbai* 
dill, turn ii. p. 3%, 240. dec.) 

(3) This gradation of merit is distinctly marked In a creed illustrated by Kelaiid (de Reiig. 
Mohamm. lib 1. p,37.): and a Soniiile argument inserted by Ockley (Hist, of the Samcewi, 
trnu. ii p. 230 ). The practice of cursing the memory of Ali was abolished, ailer forty years, 
by the Oinmiiidea themselves (d'Herbelot. p. €30,); and there are few among the Turks, who 
preiaiue to revile him as an inlidcl (Voyages de Chardin, tom. iv. p. 46.), 
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abused his simplicity, the helpless and venerable caliph expected the ap- 
proach of death : the brother of Ayesha marched at the head of the 
assassins ; and Othman, with the Koran in his laj^, was pierced with a 
multitude of wounds. A tumultuous anarchy of nve days was appeased 
hy the inau^ration of Ali ; his refusal would have provoked a general 
massacre. In this painiul situation he supported the becoming pride of 
the chief of the Hashemites ; declared that he had rather serve than 
reign : rebuked the presumption of the strangers ; and required the 
foimm], if not the voluntary, assent of the chiefs of the nation. He has 
never been accused of promoting the assassin of Omar ; Aough Persia 
indiscreetly celebrates the festival of that holy martyr. The quarrel 
between Othman and his subjects was assuaged by the early mediation 
of Ali ; and Hassan, the eldest of his sons, was insulted and wounded 
in the defence of the caliph. Yet it is doubtful whether the father of 
Hassan w'as strenuous and sincere in his ouposition to the i-ebels ; and 
it is certain that he enjoyed the beneiit of tneir crime. The temptation 
was indeed of such magnitude as might stagger and corrupt the most 
obdurate virtue. I'he ambitious candidate no longer aspired to the bar- 
ren sceptre of Arabia : the Saracens had been victorious in the east and 
west ; and the wealthy kingdoms qf Persia, Syria, and Egypt, were the 
patrimony of the commander of the faithful. 

A life of prayer and contemplation had not chilled the martial activity 
of Ah : but in a mature age, after a long experience of mankind, he 
still betrayed in his conduct the rashness and indiscretion of youth. In 
the first days of his youth, he neglected to secure, either by gifts or 
fetters, the doubtful allegiance of Telha and Zobier, two of the most 
powerful of the Arabian chiefs. They escaped from Medina to Mecca, 
and from thence to Bassora ; erected the standard of revolt, and usurp- 
ed the government of Irak, or Assyria, which they had vainly solicited 
as the reward of their services. The mask of patriotism is allowed to 
cover the most glaring inconsistencies : and the enemies, perhaps the 
assassins, of Othman now demanded vengeance for his blood. I’liey 
were accompanied in tlieir flight by Ayesha, the widow of the prophet, 
who cherished, to the last hour of lier life, an implacable hat reel agmnst 
the husband and the posterity of Fatima. I’he most reasonable Mos- 
lems were scandalized, that the mother of the faithful should expose in 
a camp her person and character ; but the superstitious crowd was con- 
fident that her presence would sanctify the justice, and assure the suc- 
cess, of their anise. At the head of twenty thousand of his loyal Arabs, 
and nine thousand valiant auxiliaries of Cufa, the caliph encountered 
and defeated the superior number of the rebels under the walls of Bas- 
bora. Their leaders, Telha and Z(»beir, m ere slain in the first battle 
that stained with civil blood the arms of the Moslems. After passing 
through the ranks to animate the troops, Ayesha l.ad taken post 
amidst the dangers of the fielcj. In the heat of the action, seventy men, 
who held the bridle of her camel, were successively killed or wounded ; 
and the cage or litter in which she sat, was struck with javelins and 
darts like the quills of a porcupine. The venerable captive sustained 
with firmness the reproaches of the conqueror, and W'as speedily dismiss- 
ed to her proper station, at the tomb or Maliomet, with the respect and 
tenderness that was still due to the widow of the apostle. After this 
> ictory, which was styled the Day of the Camel, Ah marched against a 
Inore formidable adversary ; against Moawiyah, the son of Abu Sophian, 
who had assumed the title of t^iph, and whose claim was supported by 
the forces of Syria and the interest of the house of Ommiyjin. From 
the passage of Thapsaciis, the plain of SilBn (1) extends along the West- 
i?rri banks of the Euphrates. On this spacious and level theatre, the 

(1) ihe la deteriiilited by /I’Aiiville (rEuifbrdte el le Tigre, p. lobe iba 

Cdiiipua Daibaiicus of rrocopina. 
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two competitors waged a desultory war of one hundred and ten days. 
In the course of ninety actions or skirmishes^ the loss of Ali was esti- 
mated at twenty-five, thot of Moawivah at forty-five thousand soldiers^ 
and the list of the slain was dignified with the names of five-and-twenty 
veterans who had fought at Beder under the standard of Mahomet. In 
this sanguinary contest, the lawful caliph displayed a superior character 
of valour and humanity. His troops were strictly enjoined to await the 
first onset of the enemy ; to spare their flying brethren, and to respect 
the bodies of the dead, and the chastiW of the female captives. He 
generouslv proposed to save the blood ox the Moslems by a single com- 
bat ; but nis trembling rival declined the challenge as a sentence of in- 
evitable death. The ranks of the Syrians were broken by the charge 
of a hero who was mounted on a piebald horse, and wielded with irre- 
sistible force his ponderous and two-edged sword. As often as he 
smote a rebel, he snouted the Allah Acbar, — God is victorious and 
in the tumult of a nocturnal battle, he was heard to repeat four hun- 
dred times that tremendous exclamation. The prince of Damascus 
already meditated his flight, but the certain victory was snatched from 
the grasp of Ali by the disobedience and enthusiasm of his troops. Their 
conscience was awed by the solemn appeal to the books of the Koran 
which Moawiyah exposed on the foremost lances ; and Ali was compell- 
ed to yield to a disgraceful truce and an insidious compromise. He re- 
treated with sorrow and indignation to Cufa ; his party was discouraged ; 
the distant provinces of Persia, of Yemen, and of Egypt, were subdued 
or seduced by his crafty rival ; and the stroke of fanaticism which was 
aimed against the three chiefs of the nation, was fatal only to the cousin 
of Mahomet. In the temple of Mecca, three Charegites or enthusiasts 
discoursed of the disorders of the church and state ; they soon agreed, 
that the deaths of Ali, of Moawiyah, and of his friend Amrou, the viceroy 
of Egypt, would restore the peace and unity of religion. Eadi of the 
assassins chose his victim, poisoned his dagger, devoted his life, and se- 
cretly repaired to the scene of action. Their resolution was equally despe- 
rate : but the first mistook the person of Amrou, and stabbed the deputy 
who occupied his seat ; the prince of Damascus was dangerously hurt by 
the second : the lawful caliph. In the mosch of Cufa, received a mortal 
wound from the hand of the third. He expired in the sixty-third year 
of his age, and mercifully recommended to his children, that they would 
dispatch the murderer by a single stroke. The sepulchre of Ali 41 ) was 
concealed from the t 3 n*ants of the house of Ommiyah,(3) hut in the 
finirth age of the Hegira, a tomb, a temple, a city, arose near the ruins 
of Cufa.^3) Many thousands of the Seniites repose in holy ground at 
the feet of the vicar of God ; and the desert is vivified by the numer- 
ous and annual visits of the Persians, who esteem their devotion not 
less meritorious than the pilgrimage of Mecca. 

The persecutors of ]\lahomet usurped the inheritance of his children ; 
and the champions of idolatry became the supreme heads of his religion 
and empire. The opposition of Abu Sophiaii had been fierce and obsti- 
nate ; his conversion was tardy and reluctant ; his new faith was forti- 
fied by necessity and interest ; he served, he fought, perhaps he be- 
lieved ; and the sins of the time of ignorance 'vere expiated by the 
recent merits of the family of Oinmiyah. Moawiyah, the son of Abu 

(1) ibulfefla, a modern Sonnite, relates the different opiiiious ruiiceruiiis the burial of Ali, 
but adopts the lepulrbre of Cula, liodie faiui iiumeroque religiose trequetildiiiiiiin celebraiuin. 
f his number is reckoned by Niebuhr to amount aunually to two thousand of the dead, and five 
Lbousaud of the ilvinq (torn. ti. p 206.200 } 

(2) Ali the tyrants of Pcrila, from Adbad el Dowiat (A. D. 977. d*Hefbelui. p A8, 59, 95 ). 
to Nadir Sliab (A. D 17i3, Hist, de Nadir Sbah. tom. li. p 153 ). have eiinched the tomb of 
All with the spoils of the people. I he dome is copper, with a bright and massy gliding, 
which glitters to llie siiii at the distance of many a mile. 

(3) I'he city of Meshed All, five oi six miles from the rums of Cufa. and one hundred and 
twenty to the south of Bagdad, is of the size and form of the modern Jerusalem. Meshed Ho. 
selii, larger and more populous, is at the distance of ihiity miles. 
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Sophian, iind of the cruel Henda^ was dignified in his early^ youth with 
the title or office of secretary of the prophet ; the judgment of Omar 
intrusted him with the government of Syria ; and he administered that 
important province above forty years, either in a subordinate or supreme 
rank. Without renouncing the fame of valour and liberality, he affected 
the reputation of humanity and moderation ; a grateful people was 
attached to their benefactor; and the victorious Moslems were enriched 
^ with the spoils of Cyprus and Rhodes. The sacred duty of pursuing 
the assassins of Othman was the engine and pretence of his ambition. 
The bloody shirt of the martyr was exposed in the mosch of Damascus : 
the emir deplored the fate of his injured kinsman ; and sixty thousand 
Syrians were engaged in his service by an oath of fidelity and revenge. 
Amrou, the conqueror of Egypt, himself an army, was the first who 
saluted the new monarch, anil divulged the dangerous secret, that the 
Arabian caliphs might be created elsewhere more than in the city of the 
prophet.(l) The policy of Moawiyah eluded the valour of his rival ; and, 
after the death oi AH, he negotiated the abdication of his son Hassan, 
whose mind was either above or below the government of the world, 
and who retired without a sigh from the palace of Cufa, to an humble 
cell near the tomb of his ^andfather. The aspiring wishes of the caliph 
were finally crowned by the important change of an elective to an here- 
ditary kingdom. Some murmurs of freedom or fanaticism attested the 
reluctance of the Arabs, and four citi:^ens of Medina refused the oath 
of fidelity ; but the designs of Moawi\ ah were conducted with vigour 
and address ; and his son Yexid, a feeble and dissolute youth, was pro- 
claimed as the commander of the faithfal, and the successor of the 
apostle of God. 

A fiimiliar story is related of the benevolence of one of the sons of 
AH. In serving at table, a slave had inadvertently dropped a dish of 
scalding broth on his master ; the heedless wretch fell prostrate, to 
deprecate his punlsliment, and repeated a verse of the Koran. Para> 
dise is for those who command their anger. — I am not angry. — And 
for those who pardon offences. — 1 pardon your offence. — ^And for those 
who return good for evil, — I give you your liberty, and four hundred 
pieces of silver.” With an equal measure of piety, llosein, the 
younger brother of Hassan, inherited a remnant of his father's spirit, 
and served with honour ;igainst the Christians in the siege of Constan- 
tinopH. The primogeniture of the line of Hashem, and the holy cha- 
racter of grandson of the apostle, had centred in his person, and he was 
at liberty to prosecute his claim against Yezid, the tyrant of Damascus, 
%vhose vices he despised, and whose title he had never deigned to 
acknowledge. A list was secretly transmitted from Cufa to Medina, of 
one hundred and forty thousand Moslems, who professed their ich- 
ment to his cause, and who were eager to draw ^eir swords as soon as 
he should appear on the banks of the Euphrates. Aguinst the advice of 
his wisest mends, he resolved to trust his person and family in the 
hands of a perfidious people. He traversed the desert of Arabia with 
a timorous retinue of women and children ; but as he approached the 
confines of Irak, he was alarmed by the solitary or hostile face of the 
i!Ountry, and saspected either the defection or ruin of his party. His 
fears were just : Ofxjidollah, the governor of Cufa, had extinguished 
the fii-st sparks of an insurrection ; and Hosein, in the plain of Kerbela, 
w'as encompassed by a body of five thousand horse, who intercepted his 
communication with the city and the river. He might still have escaped 
to a fortress in the desert, that had defied the power of Csesar and 
Chosroes, and confided in the fidelity of the tribe of Tai, which would 
have armed ten thousand warriors in his defence. In a conference with 

O') I I'oirow, on this occa»ioii, the strong sense and expression of Tacitus (Hist. i. 4.). 
Brultalo unpeni «(r(.AHo pusee intperatorein alibi quaoi RonicC fieri. 
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the chief of the enemy, he proposed the option of three honourable con- 
ditions ; that he should be allowed to return to Medina, or be stationed 
in a frontier garrison against the Turks, or safely conducted to the pre- 
sence of Yezid. But the commands of the caliph, or his lieutenant, 
were stern and absolute ; and Hosein was informed that he must either 
submit as a captive and a criminal to the commander of the faithful, or 
expect the consequences of his rebellion. Do you think'' rallied he, 
to terrify me with death ?*' And, during the snort respite of a night, 
he prepared with calm and solemn resignation to encounter his fete. 
He checked the lamentations of his sister Fatima, who deplored the 
impending ruin of his house. Our trust," said Hosein, is in God 
alone. All things both in heaven and earth, must peri^ and return 
to their Creator. My brother, my father, my mother, were better 
than me ; and every Mussulman has an example in the prophet." He 
pressed his friends to consult their safety by a timely flight ; they una- 
nimously refused to desert or survive their beloved master ; and their 
courage was fortified by a fer^’ent prayer and the assurance of paradise. 
On the morning of the fatal day, he mounted on liorseback, with his 
sword in one hand, and the Koran in the other ; his generous band of 
martyrs consisted only of thirty-two horse and forty foot ; but their 
flanks and rear were secured by the tent-ropes, and by a deep trench 
which they had filled with lighted fagots, according to the practice of 
the Arabs. The enemy advanced with reluctance ; and^ one of their 
chiefs deserted, with thirty followers, to claim the partnership of inevi- 
table death. In every close onset, or single combat, the despair of tlie 
Fatimites was invincible ; but the surrounding multitude gaUed them 
from a distance with a cloud of arrows, and the horses and men w»ere 
successively slain : a truce was allowed on both sides for the hour of 
prayer ; arid the battle at length expired by the death of the last of the 
companions of Hosein. Alone, weary, and wounded, he seated himself 
at the door of his tent. As he tasted a drop of water, he was pierced 
in the mouth with a dart; and his son and nephew, two beautiful youths, 
were killed in his arms. He lifted his hands to heaven ; tliey were full 
of blood, and he uttered a funeral prayer for the living and the dead. 
In a transport of despair, his sister issued from the tent, and adjured 
the general of the Cubans, that he would not suffer Hosein to be mur- 
dered before his eyes ; a tear trickled down his venerable beard ; and 
the boldest of his soldiers fell back on every side as the dying hero 
threw himself anuing them. The remorseless Shamer, a name detested 
by the faithful, reproached their cowardice ; and the grandson of Ma- 
homet was slain with three-and- thirty strokes of lances and swords. 
After they had trampled on his body, they carried his head to the castle 
of Cufa, and the inhuman Obeidollah struck him on the mouth with a 
c^ne. Alas I" exclaimed an aged Mussulman, on these lips have I 
seen the lips of the apostle of God I” In a distant age and climate, 
the tragic scene of the death of Hosein will awaken the sympathy of the 
coldest reader.(l) On the annual festival of his martyrdom, in the 
devout pilgrimage to his sepulchre, his Persian votaries abandon their 
souls to the religious frenzy of sorrow and indignation.(9) 

When the sisters and children of AH were bi*ought in chains to the 
throne of Damascus, the caliph was advised to extirpate the enmity of 
a popular and hostile race, whom he had injured beyond the hope of 
reconciliation. But VezJd preferred the counsels of mercy ; and the 
mourning family was honourably dismissed to mingle their tears with 

0) I have ahildgfd inlrrestiiig narrative of Ocfcic) it p 170-251). ft is long 

and uiiiiuie . but tue psalietic, almost always, consists In tbe detail ol iltilc circumsiRiires. 

(S) Niebuhr tlic luiie (Voyages eii Arable, torn, li p 3us, a.c ) is perhaps the only 
Faimpean traveller who has dared to visit Meshed AJi and Mesheil Hosein. The two 
sepulchres are in the hands of the Turks, who tnleiate and tax the devotion 4»f the Persian 
heretics. TJie festival of the death of Hotciu is amply described by Sir John Chardin, a 
traveller wboni I have often piaised. 
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their kindred at Medina, The glory of martyrdom superseded the right 
of primogeniture ; and the twelve imams^(]) or pontiffs^ of the Peruan 
creed, are Ali, Hassan, Hosein, and the lineal descendants of Hosein to 
the ninth ^neration. Without arms, or treasures, or subjects, they 
successively enjoyed the veneration of the people, and provoked the 
jealousy of the reining caliphs ; their tombs at laecoa or Medina^ on 
the banks of the Euphrates, or in the province of Chorasan, are still 
visited by the devotion of their sect. Their names were often the pre- 
tence of sedition and civil war ; but these royal saints despised the 
pomp of the world, submitted to the will of God and the injustice of 
man, and devoted their innocent lives to the study and practice of re- 
li^on. The twelfth and last of the Imams, conspicuous by the title of 
Mah4idi, or the Guide, surpassed the solitude and sanctity of his pre- 
decessors. He concealed himself in a cavern near Bagdad : the time 
and place of his death are unknown ; and his votaries pretend that he 
still lives, and will appear before the day of judgment to overthrow 
the tyranny of Dejal, or the antichrlst.(2) In the Iwse of two or 
three centuries the posterity of Abbas, the unde of Mahomet, had 
multiplied to the number of thirty-three thousand ;(3) the race, of Ali, 
might be equally prolific : the meanest individual was above the first 
and greatest of princes ; and the most eminent were supposed to excel 
the perfection of angels. But their adverse fortune, and the wide ex- 
tent of the Mussulman empire, allowed an ample scope for every bold 
and artful impostor, who claimed affinity with the holy seed ; the sceptre 
of the Almohades in Spain and Africa, jf the Fatimites in Egypt and 
Syria, (4) of the sultans of Yemen, and of the sophis of Persia,(3) has 
been consecrated by this vague and ambiguous title. Under their reigns 
it might be dangerous to dispute the legitimacy of their birth ; and one 
of the Fatimite caliphs silenced an indiscreet question, by drawing his 
scimitar. ** This (safii Moez) is my pedigree ; and these, (casting a hand- 
ful of gold to his soldiers,) and these are my kindred and my children.'* 
In the various conditions of princes, or doctors, or nobles, or merchants, 
or beggars, a swarm of the genuine or fictitious descendants of Ma- 
homet and Ali is honoured with the appellation of sheiks, or sherifs, or 
emirs. In the Ottoman empire they are distinguished by a green tur- 
ban, receive a stipend from the treasury, are judged only by their chief, 
and, however debased by fortune or character, still assert the proud pre- 
eminence of their birth. A family of three hundred persons, the pure 
and orthodox branch of the caliph Hassan, is preserved without taint or 
suspicion in the holy cities of Mecca and JMedina, and still retains, after 
the revolutions of twelve centuries, the custody of the temple and the 
sovereignty of their native land. The fame and merit ot Mahomet 
would ennoble a plebeian race, and the ancient blood of the Koreish 
transcends the recent majesty Of the kings of the earth.(6) 

(1) The general article of Imam^ in d'gerbelot’a Bibliotheqiie, will indicate the succeeeinn ; 
and tbe lives of the twelve are given under their respective names. 

(2) Ihe tidine of Antichrht may seem ridiculous, but tbe Maliometaiis have liberally bor 
rowed tbe tables of every religion. (Sale's PrelUiu'iary Discourse, p. 80 83.) In the royal 
stable of Ispahan, two horses were always kept saddled, one for the Mahadi bitnself, tbe 
other for Ins lieutenant, lesus tbe son of Mary. 

(3) 111 tbe year of ilie Hegira 300. (A. D. 815 ) See d’Herhehit, p. 5i6. 

(4) D'Herbelot, p 343. The enemies of the Fatiinites disgraced them by a Jewish oiigin. 
Yet they accurately deduced their genealogy from Jaafar, the sixth Imam; and tbe impartial 
Abulfeda aiioivs (Aiiiial Moaleni, p. 230.) that they were owned by many, qui absque coulrih 
versik geniiini siiiit Alidanioi, bomine propaginuin suae grntis exacte callentes. He quotes 
some lines rrom ibe celebrated .yAer//* or /itAadi,-»Egone Immilltatem induam in terrii hos- 
tliim ? (I suspert him to be an fcdrissite of Sicily) cum in Atgypto sit Clialifa de gente Aiil, 
qiiocutii ego communem habeo pattern et viiidicem. 

(5) Tbe kings of PersU of the last dynasty are descended from blieik 8cA. a saint of the 
fourteenth century, and through him H'oui Moussa cassem, tbe son of Hoseiti, the son of All. 
(Olearlus, p. 957. Chardin, loin. iii. p 288 ) But I cannot trace the intermediate degrees 
in any genmne or fabulous pedigiee. If they were trnely Fatimites. they might draw their 
origin from Che princes of Mazanderan. who reigned iti the ninth century. (d’Herbelot, p. .08.) 

<8) The present state of the family of Mahomet and All is most accurately described by 
Demetrius Gaiiiemtr (Hist, of the Otbinau Empire, p. 94.) and Mlehiibr. (Description de 
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The talents of Mahomet are entitled to our applause^ but his success 
has perhaps too strongly attracted our admiration. Are we surprised 
that a multitude of proselytes should embrace the doctrine and the pas- 
sions of an eloquent fanatic? In the heresies of the churchy the same 
seduction has been tried and repeated from the time of the apostles to 
that of the reformers. Does it seem incredible that a private citizen 
should grasp the sword and the 8ceptre> subdue his native country, and 
erect a monarchy by his victorious arms? In the moving picture of the 
dynasties of the east^ a hundred fortunate usurpers have arisen from a 
baser origin^ surmounted more formidable obstacles^ and hlled a larger 
scope of empire and conjiuest. Mahomet was alike instructed to preach 
and to hghtj and the union of these opposite qualities, while it enhanced 
his merit, contributed to his success : the operation of force and per- 
suasion, of enthusiasm and fear, continually acted on each other, till 
every barrier yielded to their irresistible power. His voice invited the 
Arabs to freedom and victory, to arms and rapine, to the indulgence of 
their darling passions in this world and the other ; the restraints whicli 
he imposed u^ere requisite to establish the credit of the prophet, and to 
exercise the obedience of the people ; and tlm only objection to his suc- 
cess, was his rational creed or the unity and perfections of God. It is 
not the propagation but the permanency of his religion that deserves 
our wonder : the same pure and perfect impression which he engraved at 
Mecca and Medina, is preserved, after the revolutions of twelve cen- 
turies, by the Indian, the African, and the Turkish proselytes df the 
Koran. If the Christian apostles St. Peter or St. Paul, could return 
to the Vatican, they might possibly inquire the name of the deity who 
is worshipped with such mysterious rites in that magnificent temple : 
at Oxford or Geneva, they would experience leas surpnse ; but it might 
still be incumbent on them to peruse the catechism of the church, and 
to study the orthodox commentators on their own writings, and the 
words of their master. But the Turkish dome of St. Sophia, with an 
increase of splendour and size, represents the humble tabernacle erected 
at Medina by the hands of Mahomet. The Mahometans have uniform- 
ly withstood the temptations of reducing the object of their faith and 
devotion to a level with the senses and imaginations of man. “ I be- 
lieve in one God, and Mahomet the apostle of God,'' is the simnle 
and invariable profession of Islam. The intellectual image of the Deity 
has never been degraded by any visible idol ; the honours of the prophet 
have never transgressed the measure of human virtue ; and his living 
precepts have restrained the gratitude of his disciples within the bounds 
of reason and religion. The votaries of Ali have indeed conse(;rated 
the memory of tJieir hero, his w ife, and his children, and some of the 
Persian doctors pretend that the divine essence was incarnate in the 
person of the Imams; but their superstition is universally condemned by 
the Siumites ; and their impiety has afforded a seasonable warning 
against the worship of saints and martyrs. The metaphysical questions 
on the attributes of God, and the liberty of man, have been agitated 
in tlie schools of the Mahometans, as well as in those of the Cliristians; 
but among the former they have never engaged the passions of the peo- 
ple, or disturbed the tranquillity of the state. The cause of this im- 
poriant difference may be found in the separation or union of the regjil 
and sacerdotal characters. It was the interest of the caliphs, the suc- 
cessors of the prophet and commanders of the faithful, to rej>ress and 
discourage all religious innovations : the order, the discipline, the tem- 
poral and spiritual ambition, of the clergy, are uuknow n to the Mos- 
lems : and tlie Sfiges of the law are the guides of their conscience and 
the oracles of their faith. From the Atlantic to the G>inges, the Koran 
is acknowledged as the fundamental code, not only of tlieology, but 

TAraltie^ p 9—16, 317, li>*) miith to lie MtneiiWdi. that tlie Oannli irdveller Wt,a 

M* piirtJiaBi* the chioiiiilc^ ot Aralna- 
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of civi] and criminal jurisprudence ; and the laws which regulate the 
actions and the pro]>erty of mankind^ are guarded by the infallible 
and immutable sanction of the will of God. This religious servitude 
is attended with some practical disadvantage ; the illiterate l^slator 
had been often misled by his own prejudices and those of his country ; 
and the institutions of the Arabian desert may be ill adapted to the 
wealth and numbers of Iroahan and Constantinople. On these oc- 
casions^ thb cadhi respectfully places on his head the holy volume^ and 
substitutes a dexterous interpretation more opposite to the principles 
of e^uity> and the manners and policy of the times. 

His beneficial or pernicious influence on the public happiness is the 
last consideration in the character of Mahomet. The most bitter or 
most bitted of his Christian or Jewish foes, will surely allow that he 
assumed a false commission to inculcate a salutary doctrine, less per- 
fect only than their own. He piously supposed, as the basis of his re- 
ligion, the truth and sanctity of thair prior revelations, the virtues 
and miracles of their founders. The idols of Arabia were broken be- 
fore the throne of God ; the blood of human victims was expiated by 
prayer, and fasting, and akns, the laudable or innocent arts of devotion ; 
and his rewards and punishments of a future life were painted by the 
images most congenial to an ignorant or carnal generation. Mahomet 
was perhaps incapable of dictating a moral and political system for the 
use of his countrymen ; but he breathed among the faithful a spirit of 
charity and friendship, recommended the practice of the social virtues, 
and checked, by his laws and precepts, tiie thirst of revenge and the op- 
pression of widows and orphans. The hostile tribes were united in 
faith and obedience, and the valour which had been idly spent in domes- 
tic quarrels, was vigorously directed against a foreign enemy. Had 
the impulse been less powerful, Arabia, free at home, and formidable 
abroad, might have flourished under a succession of her native monarchs. 
Her sovereignty was lost by the extent and rapidity of conquest. The 
colonies of the nation were scattered over the east and west, and their 
blood, was mingled with the blood of their converts and captives. After 
the reign of three caliphs, the throne was tranported from Medina to 
the valley of Damascus and the banks of the Tigris ; the holy cities 
were violated by impious war : Arabia was ruled by the rod of a sub- 
ject, perhaps of a stranger ; and the Bedoweens of the desert, awaken- 
ing from their dream of dominion, resumed their old and solitary in- 
dependence.(l) 


CHAP. LI. 


TAe conquest of Persia^ Syria, Egyvt, Africa, and Spain, by the Arabs 
or Saracens. — Empire of the caliphs^ or successors of Mahomet — 
State of the Christians, ^c. under their government. 


The revolution of Arabia had not changed^ the character of the 
Arabs ; the death of Mahomet was the signal of independence ; and the 
hasty stnicture of his power and reli^on tottered lo its foundations. 
A small and faithful band of his primitive disciples had listened to his 
eloquence, and shared his distress ; had fled witn the apostle from the 

(1) The writers of the Modern Universal History (vol. 1. and 2.) have compiled, in eight 
hundred and fifty folio pages, the life of Mahomet and the annals of the caliphs. They eii* 
Joyed the advantage of reading, and sometimes correcting, the Arabic text; yet notwlthstaiid. 
mg their liigh-soundliig boasts, I cannot find, after the conclusion of my work, that they 
have attorded me much (if any) additional Infiirmaiion. 'I he dull mass Is not quickened by a 
spark of phik sophy or taste ; and the compilers indulge the criticism of acrimonious bigotry 
agalnft Boiiiainvilliers, Sale, Oagnier, and all who even treated Mahomet with fkvonr, or 
even Justice. 
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persecution of Mecca, or had received the furtive in the walls of Me- 
dina. The increasing myriads^ who acknowi^ged Mahomet as their 
king and prwhet, had been compelled by his arms, or allured by his 
prosperity. The Polytheists were confounded by the simple idea of a 
solitary and invisible God : the pride of the Christians and Jews dis- 
dained the yoke of a mortal and contemporary legislator. Their habits 
of faith and obedience were not sufficiently confinned ; and many of 
the new converts regretted the venerable antiquity of the law of Moses^ 
or the rites and mysteries of the Catholio churchy or the idols, the sac- 
rifices, the joyous festivals, of their Pa^n ancestors, 'i he jarring in- 
terests and hereditary feuds of the Arabian tribes had not yet coalesced 
in a system of union and subordination ; and the Barbarians were impa- 
tient of the mildest and most salutary laws that curbed their passions, 
or violated their customs. They submitted with reluctance to the re- 
ligious precepts of the Koran, the abstinence from wine, the fast of the 
Ramadan, and the daily repetition of five prayers ; and the alms and 
tithes, which were collected for the treasury of Medina, could be dis- 
tinguished only by a name from the payment of a perjietual and i^o- 
minious tribute. The example of Mahomet had excited a spirit of 
fanaticism or imposture, and several of his rivals presumed to imitate 
the conduct, and defy the authority, of the living prophet. At the 
head of the fugitives and auxiliaries, the first caliph was reduced to the 
cities of Mecca, Medina, and Tayef; and perhaps the Koreish would 
have restored the idols of the Caaba, if their levity had not been checKed 
by a seasonable reproof. Ye men of Mecca, nill ye be the last to 
embrace, and the first to abandon the religion of Islam After ex- 
horting the Moslems to confide in the aid of God and his apostle, Abu- 
beker resolved^ by a vigorous attack, to prevent the junction of the 
rebels. The women and children were safely lodged in the cavities of 
the mountains : the warriors marching under eleven banners, diffused 
the terror of their arms ; and the appearance of military force revived 
and confirmed the loyalty of the faithful. The inconstant tribes ac- 
cepted, with humble repentance, the duties of prayer, and fasting, and 
alms ; and, after some examples of success and severity, the most dar- 
ing apostates fell prostrate before the sword of the Lord and of Caled. 
In the fertile province of Yamanah,(l) between the Red sea and the 
gulf of Persia, in a city not inferior to Medina itself, a powerful chief, 
his name was Mo«?eilama, had assumed the character of a prophet, and 
the tribe of Hanifa listened to his voice. A female prophetess was at- 
tracted by his reputation: the decencies of words and actions were 
spurned by these favourites of heaven ;(2) and they employed several 
days in mystic and amorous converse. An obscure sentence of his 
Koran, or book, is yet extant ;(3) and, in the pride of his mission, 
Moseilama condescended to offer a partition of the earth. The propo- 
sal was answered by Mahomet with contempt : but the rapid progress 

(1) See the dtscnptiim of the city and country of AI Yatnanah, in Abiilfeda, Deienpt. 
Arahiie, p CO, 61. in tl>e tliirteeiuh century, there ueit* some rums, and u few palms* but 
ill the pre&tnt ccMitiiry, the saii.e ground is occupied by the visions and arms of a modern 
l^iphet, whose tenets are imperfectly known. (Niebuhr, Description de t'Aiabie, p. 206-- 

(2) Their first salutation may be transcribed, but cannot be translated, it was thus that 
Moseilama said or sung .-o' 

Siirite tandem ttaque stretiiie permolenda ; iiam stratus tibi th riis est. 

Am in propaiujfi tetitono si veils, aut in abditlore cxbieiilo si mails ; 

Ant snspinatn te hiiiiii exporrettam fiisiigabo, si velis, aut si mails maiiibus pedibiiique 
nixarn. 

Aut si veins ejiis (Pttapi) gemiiio triente, aut si mails torus veiti.im. 

Imo, totiis veniio, O Apustole Dei clainabat foeniina. Id ipsum dicebat. 

Moseilama tnibl qooqiie suggessU Dens. 

The prophetess Seei'<(h, after the fait of her lover, returned to idolatry ; but, under the reign 
of Moawiyab, the became a Mussulman, and died at Cassora. (Abulfeda, Aiinal vers. Keiske, 
p. 63.) 

(3) See this text, which demonstrates a god from the work of generation, to Abnlphtngins, 
(Speeimeii Hist. Arabuin. p. 13. and Dyimst. p 1U3.) and Abiiifeda. (Anna), p. 63 ) 
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of the impostor awakened the fears of hk successor ; forty thousand 
Moslems were assembled under the stcandard of Caled ; and the existence 
of their faith was resigned to the event of a decisive battle. In the 
first action^ they were repulsed with the loss of twelve hundred men ; 
but the skill and perseverance of their general prevailed ; their defeat 
was avenged by the slaughter of ten tliousand infidels ; and Moseilama 
himself was pierced by an A2thiopian slave with the same javelin which 
had mortally wounded the uncle of Mahomet. The various rebels of 
Arabia^ without a chief or cause, were speedily suppressed by the power 
and discipline of the rising monarchy ; and the whole nation again pro- 
fessed, and more steadfastly held, the reli^on of the Koran. The am- 
bition of the caliphs provided an immediate exercise for the restless 
spirit of the Saracens ; their vtUour was united in the prosecution of a 
holy war ; and their enthusiasm was equally confirmed by opposition 
ana victory. 

From the rapid conquests of the Saracens a presumption wOl naturally 
arise, that the first caliphs commanded in person the armies of the faith- 
ful, and sought the crown of martyrdom in the foremost ranks of the 
battle. The courage of Abiibeker,(l) Omar,(2) and Othman,(3) had 
indeed been tried in the persecution and wars of the prophet ; and the 
personal assurance of paradise must have taught them to despise the 
pleasures and dangers of the present world. But they ascended the 
throne in a veneraTde or mature age, and esteemed the domestic cares 

religion and justice the most import iint duties of a sovereign. Except 
the presence of Omar at the siege of rusalem, the longest expeditions 
were the frequent pilgrimage from Medina to Mecca ; and they calmly 
received the tidings of victory as they prayed or preached before the 
sepulchre of tho prcmhet. The austere and frugal mefisure of their 
lives was the effect of virtue or habit, and the pride of their simplicity 
insulted the vain magnificence of the kings of the earth. When Abu- 
beker assumed the office of caliph, he enjoined his daughter Ayesha to 
take a strict account of his px*ivate patrimony, that it might be* evident 
whether he were enriched or impoverished by the service of the state. 
He thought himself entitled to a stipend of three pieces of gold, with 
the sufficient maintenance of a single camel and a black slave ; but on 
the Friday of each week, he distributed the residue of his own and the 
public money, first to the most worthy, and then to the most indigent, 
of the Moslems. The remains of his wealth, a coarse garment, and 
five pieces of gold, were delivered to his successor, who lamented w’ith 
a modest sigh his own inability to equal such an admirable model. Yet 
the abstinence and humanity of Omar w^ere not inferior to the viitues 
of Abubeker : his food consisted of barley-bread or dates ; his drink 
was water ; he preached m a gown that was torn or tattered in twelve 
places ; and a Persian satrap w ho paid his homage to the conqueror, 
found him asleep among the oeg^ars on the steps of the mosch of Me- 
dina. Economy is the source of liberality, and the increase cif the i>'- 
venue enabled Omar to establish a j»ist and perpetual rewaid for the 
past and present services of the faithful. Careless of his own emolu- 
ment, he assigned to Abbas, the uncle of the prophet, the first and 
most anaple dlowance of twenty-five thousand drachms or pieces of 
silver. Five thousand w'ere allotted to each of the aged warriors, the 
relics of the field of Beder, and the last and meanest of the companions 
of Mahomet was distinguished by the annual reward of tlp’ee thousand 
pieces. One thousand was the stipend of the veterans who had fought 

(1) nift reign in Eutychliis. tom. ii. p. 351. Elniacin, p. 18. Abulpbaraffius, p. 108. 
Abulfeda, p 00. O’Herbeiot, p. .58. 

(3) His relifu In Eutyebius, p. 304 Lliiiaciii, p. 24. Abitipharagius, p. 110. Abulfeda, 
p. 66. n'Herbelot, p. 6.S0. 

(.5) His reign in Biitvcbius, p. .123. Elmacin, p. 36. 4bulpharagiu8, p. 115. Abuifeda 
p. 75. D’Herbetot, p. 6S5. 
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in the first battles against the Greeks and Persians^ and the decreasing 
pay^ as low as fifty pieces of silver^ was adapted to the respective merit 
and seniority of the soldiers of Omar. Under his reign, and that of his 
predecessor, the conquerors of the east were the trusty servants of God 
and the people : the mass of the public treasure was consecrated to the 
expenses of peace and war ; a prudent mixture of justice and bounty, 
maintained the discipline of the Saracens, and they united, by a rare 
felicity, the dispatch and execution of despotism, with the equal and 
frugal maxims of a republican government. The heroic courage of 
Ali,(l) the consummate prudence of Moawijrah,(9) excited the emu- 
lation of their subjects , and the talents which liad been exercised in 
the school of civil discord, were more usefully applied to propagate the 
faith and dominion of the prophet. In the sloth and vanW of the 
palace of Damascus, the succeeding princes of the house of Ommiyah 
were alike destitute of the qualifications of statesmen and of saints. (3) 
Yet the spoils of unknown nations were continually laid at the foot of 
their throne, and the uniform ascent of the Arabian greatness must be 
ascribed to the spirit of the nation rather than the abilities of their 
chiefs. A large deduction must be allowed for the weakness of their 
enemies. The birth of Mahomet was fortunately placed in the most 
degenerate and disorderly period of the Persians, the Romans, *and the 
Barbarians of Europe : the empires of Trajan, or even of Constantine 
or Charlemagne, would have repelled the assault of the naked Saracens, 
and the torrent of fanaticism might have been obscurely lost in the 
sands of Arabia. 

In the victorious days of the Roman republic, it had been the aim of 
the senate to confine their consuls and legions to a single war, and 
completely to suppress a first enemy before they provoked the hostili- 
ties of a second. These timid maxims of policy were disdained by the 
magnanimity or enthusiasm of the Arabian caliphs With the same vi- 
gour and success they invaded the successors of Augustus, and those of 
Artaxerxes ; and the rival monarchies at the same instant became the 
prey of an enemy whom they had been so long accustomed to despise. 
In the ten years of the administration of Omar, the Saracens reduced to 
his obedience thirty-six thousand cities or castles, destroyed four thou- 
sand churches or temples of the unbelievers, and edified iburteen hun- 
dred moschs for the exercise of the religion of Mahomet. One hundred 
years after his flight from Mecca, the arms and the reign of his succes- 
sors extended from India to the Atlantic ocean, over the various and 
distant provinces which may be comprised under the names of, I Persia ; 
II. Syria ; III. Egypt ; IV. Africa ; and V. Spain. Under this general 
division, I shall proceed to unfold these memorable transactions ; dis- 
patching with brevity the remote and less interesting conquests of the 
east, and reserving a fuller narrative for those domestic countries, which 
had been included within the pale of the Roman empire. Yet I must 
excuse my own defects by a just complaint of the blindness and insuffici- 
ency of my guides. The Greeks, so loquacious in controversy, have 
not been anxious to celebrate the triumphs of their enemies.(4) After 

(1) His reigm Id Eutycfalui, p. 343. Elmacin, p. 51. Abolptaangtas, p. 417. Abiilfeda, 
p 83. D'Herbelot, p. 8S. 

('i) Hfs reign in Eutychlus, p 344. Elmachi, p. 54. Abiilpliaraglus, p. 123. Abulfeda, 
p. 101. D'Herbelftt, p. 586. 

(3) Then reigns in Eiitycliius, tom ii. p. 360— 395. Elmacin, p. 59—108. Abulpliaragitis, 
dynast. 9. p. 124—139. Abiilfeda, p. 111—141. D’Herbelot, Blbllotbeque OrieiitaJe, p. 691. 
and the particular articles of the Ommlades. 

(4) For the seventh and eighth centuries, we have scarcely any oiiitinal etidenceof theBy- 
eaiiline historians, except tbe chronicles of Ibeophaties (Theophanis Confessorls Cliroiingra- 

Gr. et Lat. ciim nous Jacobi Guar. Pans, 1655, In folio) , and the abridgment of Ni(.e-> 
phorus (Nicephori Patrlarcbse C. P. Brevianim Historiciim, Gr. et Lat Paris, 1648, in folio) ; 
who both lived in the liegtiinliig of the ninth century (see Haucklus de Scriptor. Byraiit. p. 
900 -346.). Their contemporary Phottus does not seem to be more opulent. After praising 
the style of Nicephoros, he adds, Ka* oXtov -fr«*X\ow tn trpo a\rrov airoKpvirTOfi€i>ot Tf^e tw 
hroptat, Tc irveypapf}, and only coiiiplaius of his extreme brevity (Phot. Bibiiot. cod. 66. p. 
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a century of ignorance^ tne first annals of the Mussulmans were collect- 
ed in a great measure from the voice of tradition.(l) Among the nu« 
merous productions of Arabic and Persian liternture^(2) our interpre- 
ters have selected the imperfect sketches of a more recent age.(3) The 
art and genius of history have ever been unknown to the Asiatics ;(4) 
they are ignorant of the laws of criticism ; and our monkish chroniiues 
of the same period may be compared to their most popular works^ which 
are never verified by the spirit of philosophy and freedom. The oriental 
library of a Frenchman (5) would instruct the most learned mufti of 
the east ; and perhaps the Arabs might not find in a single historian, so 
clear and comprehensive a narrative of their own exploits^ as that which 
will be deduced in the ensuir^ sheets. 

I. In the first year of the m'st caliph, his lieutenant Caled, the sword 
of God, and tha scxiurge of the infidels, advanced to the banks of the 
Euphrates, and reduced the cities of Anbar and Hirn. Westward of the 
ruins of Babylon, a tribe of sedentary Arabs had fixed themselves on the 
verge of the desert ; and Ilira was the seat of a race of kings who had 
embraced the Christian religion, and reigned above six hundred years 
under the shadow of the throne of Persia.(6) The last of the Mondars 
was defeated and slain by Culed : his son was sent a captive to Medina ; 
his nobles bowed before the successor of the prophet : the people were 
tempted by the example and success of their countrymen : and the ca- 
liph accepted as the first-fruits of foreign conquest, an annual tribute of 
seventy thousand pieces of gold. The conquerors, and even their his- 
torians, were astonished by the dawn of their future greatness. “ In 
'' the same year,” says Elmacin, Caled fought many signal battles ; 


100.) Some additioiii may be gleaned from ibe more recent historlet of Cedrenun and Zona- 
rat of the twelfth century. 

(i; Tabari, or Ai 'fabari, a native of Taborettan, a famous imam of Oagdad, and the Livy 
of the Arabians, flnithed hit general history in the year of the Hegira 302 (A. D. At 

the request of ins friends, be reduced a work of thirty thousand sheets to a. more reasonable 
sire. But his Arabic origiii.tl is known only by the Persian and ftirkish versions. Ibe Sara- 
cenic history of Ebit Amid, or Mniacni, is said to be an abridgment of the great Tatmrl (Ock- 
ley's Hist, of the Saracens, vol. 2. preface, p 39. and, list of authors, d'Herbelot, p. 866. 870. 
2014.;. 

(2; Besides the listofautliors framed l>y Prideaux (Life of Mahomet, p. 179-189 ), Ockley 
(at the end of his second volume), and Petit de la Croix (Hist de Gengiscaii, p. 525 -550.), 
we Ond in the Hibliotheqiie Oiientale Tarikht a catalogue of tivo or three hundred histo 
rtes or chronicles of the east, of which not more than three or four are older than Tabari. 
A lively sketch of oriental literature is given by Reiske (in his Prodidagmata ad Hagji tha- 
lifas libnim tnemorialeni ad caiceiii Abiiifeds labiilat, Syriaa, Ltpsne, 1766); but his project 
and the French version of Petit de ia Croix (Hist, de Timur Bee, tom I. preface, p. 45.) have 
fallen to the ground. 

(S) The particular historians and geographers will he occasionally Introduced. The four 
following titles represent the auiinls, wbich have guided me in this general narrative.— -I. An- 
nates EutycMif Patriarctue Ateianditni, at Eduardo Pocockio, Oxon» 1656, two vols m 
quarto, a pompous edition of an indifferent author, translated by Pocock, to gratify the pres- 
byterian prejudice of hts friend Selden. 2. HU^oria Sarareidca Gtnrf^ Elmadni^ » eraet 
studio Thoma Erpenii^ in quarto l^vgd. Satavorum^ 1625. He Is said to have basltiy irans* 
fated a corrupt Mb. and bis xeiaion is ^ften deffcieiit in style and sense. 3. Histotia com- 
pendiosa Ppna%tiarutn a (Steeorio Ahulpharagio, wtervrete Edu ardo Pocockio, in quarto, 
Oxon, 1663 ; more iisefiii for the literary than the civil history of the east. 4. Abnljeda An- 
nates Moslemtcl ad Ann, ife^itra 406. a Jo. Jat Hehke, in quarto, lavsia, 1754 ; the bint 
of our Chronicles, both for the original and version , yet bow far beloxv the name of Abuifeda ! 
We know tirat he wrote at Hamah, in the fo iiteenth century The three former were Chris, 
tlaiis of the tenth, twelfth, and thirieentb centuries ; the two first, natives of Egypt; a Melcbite 
patriarch, and a Jacobite scribe. 

(4) M. de tiuignes (Hist, des Huns, tom. 1. pref vix. xx.) hasebaneterized, with troth and 
knowledge, the two sorts of Arabian bistoriaus, the dry aiitialist, and the tumid and flowery 
orator. 

(5) Bibliotheqiie Onentale, par M, d'llerhelot, in folio, Paris, 1697. For the character of 
the respectable author, consult his friend Theveiiot (Vnyages du Le\ant, part 1 chap. 50.). 
His work is an agreeable miscttlany, which must gratify exery taste; but I never can digest 
the aJphabetIcal order, and I find iiim more satisfactory in the Persian than the Arabic history. 
The recent supplement from the papers of M. M. Visdeloii and Gallond (in folio, La Haye, 
1779) Is of a different case, a medley of tales, proverbs, and Chinese aiitiqiiltics. 

(6) Pocock will explain the cbionology (Hpeciiiieii Hist. Arabiim, p 66 74.) and d'Auvilto 
the geography (VEiipbrate et le I Igre, p 125 ), of the dynasty of the Almondars. l be English 
sriiolar understood more Aiabic than the mufti of Aleppo (Ockley, vol li. p. 54.) : the Freiioh 
ffeof npber is equally at home lu every age and every climate of the world. 
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** an iininen^^e multitude of tlic infideK were slaughtered ; and apoils^ in- 
** finite and innumerable, were acquired by the victorious Moslems "(1) 
But tiie invincible Caled was soon transferred to the Syrian war ; tho 
invasion of the Persian frr.ntier was conducted hy less active or less 
prudent commanders : the Saracens were repulsed with loss in the pas- 
sagre of the Euphrates ; and, though they chastised the insolent pur- 
suit of the Magians, their remaining forces still ho\ ered in the desert 
of Babylon. 

The indignation and fears of the Per'^Ians suspended for a moment 
their intC'-tine divisions. By the unanimous sentence of the priests and 
nobles, their queen Arzema was deposed ; the sixth of tlie tr.msient 
usurjiers who had arisen and vuni'shed in tlirce or four years, since tho 
death of Chosroes and the letreat of Heraclius. Her tiara was placed 
on tho head of Yezdegerd, the grandson of Chosroes ; and the same 
era, which coincides with an astronomical pcriod,(2) has recorded the 
fall of the Sassariian dynasty and the religion of Zoroaster (3) The youth 
and inexperience of the prince, he was only fifteen years of age, do- 
elmed a perilous encounter ; the royal standard w as delivered into tho 
hands of his general Ru'^tani ; and a remnant of thirty thousand regu- 
lar troops was swelled in truth, or in opinion, to one hundred and twenty 
thousand subjects, or allies of the great king. 3'he Moslems, whose 
numbers were reinforced from twelve to thirty thousand, had pitched 
their camp in the plains of Cade8ui:(l.) and tneir lino, though it con- 
sisted of fewer could produce more soldiers than the unwieldy 

host of the infidels. 1 sliall here observe, w'hat I must often repeat, 
that the (;harge of the Arabs was iu>t like that of the (Wrecks and Ro- 
mans, the effort of a firm and compact inf.iritry : then* military force 
was chiefly formed of cavalry and arcliers; and the engagement, which 
w as often interrupted and often renewed by single combats and flying 
skirmishes, might bo protracted without any decisive event to the cony 
tinuauce of se^ eral daj's. Tho periods of the battle of Cadcsia were 
distlllgul^hecl by tlieir peculiar appellations. 'Fhe fir^t from the well- 
timed appearance of six thousand of the Syrian bretJiren, was denomi- 
nated the day of succour* The day of coucusston might express the dis- 
order of one, or perliaps of both, ot the contending armies. The third, 
a nocturnal tumult, received the wliimsical name of the night of barkiny, 
from the discordant clamours, wliich were compared to the inarticulate 
*^oiinds of the fiercest animals. The morning of the succeeding day de- 
termined the fate of Persia ; and a seasonable whirlwind drove n cloud 
of dust against the faces c»f the unbelievers, The clangour of arms w'aa 
re-echoed to the lent of Rustam, who, far unlike the ancient hero of 
)us rmme. was gently reclining in a <‘ool and tianquil shade, amidst the 
baggage of his camp, and the train of mules that were laden with gold 
andsih.^r. On the soiiiul of danger he staitcd from Ids couch; but 

(l) Jcoi ft riiHlftliilurimn i!i hoc ainn i>Uf la, ai q ubu'* vicenini Moslnm, et infideltatn 
ininiensk inuliaudnie occisA ^poiia iiitlnit.i ft lumuner.i himi narti (Hist. Suracenuti, p 20 ) 

I he Chrimaii aiiiialisi **h4les into the nitiiona atid tumpfiutio'is Who of tnjideh^ and I often 
adopt (I hope nithoit i»r.tndrtn this tliaia< Ifi lau mode of expresston 
(") A cyci*- of one hiiiidred and twenty vear«, the end of which an Intercalary month o( 
thirty daya, »npplu'd the use of onr his8e\tile, ami test ned the inteurity of the solar yeai 
In .1 5f»e, It levoltiOoti Ilf one thousand four hnttdicd and tony j'ears, this inleicalafhMi wasstre- 
CfShOeiv removed from llieflisi to tin toellth month, bat Hvne and lierel .ue involved in n 

f irotnnnd contJoveisv, whethci the tweUe, or rulii of these iliaiis;c«, wfie accomplishf,! 
lefurc the eia oi Ve/ditp^'d, ^lhltl; is uitanimoii!,') IJ,. d to the imh ot June, 1. 1) 652. Hon 
talmiioubly does the cuiions spiiit of Lnrope exploie thedatltfSt .ludmost distant anllipmle' ' 
fllyde, de Keligioiir IVrsnmn, r ^iv — xviii p UjI— 211. f-reiet in the Men . dc i'Acaden.le 
Ues li sen pi ions, tom wi p. 23.5- 267 ) 

N'liie da>s after the death of Mai oiiict (7th June, \ D I «" find Mir ^la of Verdf. 
ccrdClGtli Juiie, 4. I) >, and liic acte sion cannot he po<>ipiji'fd »>**iond trie end of ihw 
first \ear His predecessors coiild not th'*iefme le-i-t Hie ariiiBof the taiiph tuiiai, and ilrctn 
iinitiiestioriahlcdates oierthrmv the tlcnighiiess chionoioi;) oi Abulph'n'airins. bee Uckley’s 
Hl«i. of the .Saracens, voi. i p 150 

(i) Cadesia, says the ^ubiull geoeiatfher (p. 121.) is In margli’c-olitnduns, sixi> one lencues 
from Uaedad, and two stations from Cuta. (>uer (^Vov.ige, foni i p 163 ) reck ms flrtetvi 
leaeufs, and observes, that the place is supplied \vu)t dates and wniiT, 

Voi,ni, Gg 
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hifi flig'ht was overtaken by a valiant Arab, who caught him by tlie foot. 
Struck off his head, hoisted it on a lance, and instantly returning to the 
deld of battle, carried slaughter and dismay among the thickest ranks 
of the Persians. The Saracens confess a loss of seven thousand live 
hundred men ; and the battle of Cadesia is justly described by the epi- 
thets of obstinate and atrocious.(l) The standard of the monarcny 
was overthrown and captured in the field, — a leathern apron of a black- 
smith, who, in ancient times, had arisen the deliverer of Persia; but 
this badge of heroic poverty was disguised, and almost concealed, by a 
profusion of precious gems.f^^) After this victorj^, the w'ealthy province 
of Irak or Assyria submittea to the caliph, and his conque^>ts were firmly 
established by the speedy foundation of Bassora,(3) a place wliicli ever 
commands the trade and navigation of the Persians. At the distance 
of fourscore miles from the gulph, the Euphrates and Tigris unite in a 
broad and direct current, which is aptly styled the river of the Arabs. 
In the midway, between the junction and the mouth of these famous 
streams, the new settlement was planted on the western bank : the first 
colony was comp ised of eight hundred Moslems; but the influence of 
the situation soon reared a flourishing Jind populous capital. The air, 
though excessively hot, is pure and healthy : the meadow s are filled 
with palm-trees and cattle ; and one of the adjacent valleys has been 
celebrated among the four paradises or gardens of Asia. Under the 
first caliphs, the jurisdiction of this Arabian colony extended over the 
southern provinces of Persia: the ch^ has been sanctified by the tombs 
of the companions and martyrs ; and the vessels of Europe still fre- 
quent the port of Bassora, as a convenient station and passage of the 
Indian trade. 

After the defeat of Cadesia, a caanfry intersected by rivers and canals 
miffht have opposed an insuperable barrier to the victorious cavalry ; 
ana the walls of Ctesiphon, or Madayn, which had resisted the batter- 
ing-rams of the Romans, would not have yielded to the darts of the 
Saracens. But the flying Persians were overcome by the belief, that 
the last day of their religion and empire was at hand ; tlie strongest 
posts were abandoned by treachery or cowardice ; and the king, with a 
nart of his family and treasures, escaped to Holwan, at the foot of the 
Median hills. In the third month after tlio battle, Said, the lieutenant 
of Omar, passed the Tigris without opposition ; the capitid was taken 
by ass;iult ; and the disorderly resistance of the people gave a keener 
edge to the sabres of the Moslems, who shouted w ith religious trans- 
port, — This is the white palace of Chosroes, this is the promise of the 
** apostle of God.” The naked robbers of the desert were suddenly 
enriched beyond the measure of their hope or knowledge. Each cham- 
ber revealed a new treasure secreted with art, or ostentatioio iy dis- 
played ; the gold and silver, the various wardrobes and precious rumi- 
ture, surpassed (says Almlfeda) the estimate of fancy or numbers ; and 
another historian defines the untold and almost infinite mass, by the 
fabulous computation of three thousands of thousands of thousands of 
pieces of gold.(i) Borne minute though curious facts represent the con- 
trast of liches and ignorance. From the remote islands of the Indian 

(1) Atrox, coniumax, piuB aemel reaovalum, are Ibe weii cboteu exnres»ioite of the trant* 
lator of jlhulfeda (Uelttke, p. 69.). 

(2) D’Herbeht, Bibhofheqne Orieotale, p. S97— 348. 

(3) The reader may aathfy hitnscif on the anbject of Rasaora, by consulting the follow mg 
writers,— Geograpb. Nnbiena, p 121 D'Herbelot, Dtbliotheqiie Orieiilale, p 192. OMtiville, 
TEiiphrate et le Tigre, p. 130 133. 145. Kayiial. Hist I'hilosoplilque des deux fiides, torn. ii. 
p 92—100. Voyages de Pietro della Valle, tom. il. p ^70—391 De Tavernier, toin. 1 p. 
S40-247. De Theveiiot, tom. il. p. 545-584. D'Otler, tom. Ii. p. 45—78. De Mebuiir, 
tern Ii p. 172-189. 

(4) Mente vix potest iiumerovc compreheiidi quanta spolla .... nosiris cessarint. itbul- 
feda, p 69 Yet i still suspect, that tbe extravagant numbers of BImacin may be the eiror, 
not of tbe text, bnt of tiie version. The best translators from the Greek, foi instance, I llnd 
to be very poor ailtliineticians. 
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ocearij a provision of cainp}nre(l) had been imported, which ij 

employed with a mixture of wax to illuminate the palaee;^ of the east. 
Strangers to the name and properties of that odoriferous gum, the Sara< 
cens, mistaking it for salt, mingled the e imphire in their bread, and 
were astonished at the bitterness of the taste. One of the ujiart meats 
of the palace was decorated with a carpet of silk, sixty cubits in length, 
and as many in breadth : a paradise, or garden, Has depictured on the 
ground ; tlie flowers, fruits, and shrubs, were imitated by the figures of 
the gold embroidery, and the colours of the precious stones”; and the ample 
square was encircled by a variegated and verdant border. The Arabian ge- 
neral persuaded his soldiers to relinquish their claim, in the reasonable 
hope that the eyes of the caliph would be deliglited wdth the splendid 
workmanship of nature and industry. Regavdh'ss of the merit of art 
and the pomf> of royalty, the rigid Omar divided the prize among his 
brethren of Medina : the picture w as destroyed ; but such w'as the in- 
trinsic value of the materials, that the share of All aJone was sold for 
twenty thousand drachms. A mule that carried awav the tiara and 
curass, the belt and bracelets of Chosroes, was ovcrtaKen by the pur- 
suers ; the gorgeous trophy was presented to the commander of the 
faithful, and the gravest of the companions condescended to smile when 
they beheld the white beard, hairy arms, and uncouth figure, of the ve- 
teran, who was invested with the spoils of the great king.(2) The sack 
of Cte&iphon wms followed by its desertion and gradual decay. The 
Saracens disliked the air and situation of the place, and Omar w^as ad- 
vised by his general, to remove the seat of government to the western 
side of the Euphr.ites. In every age tire foundation and ruin of the 
Assyrian cities has been easy and rapid ; tlie country is destitute of stone 
and timber, and the most solid striictureb(.3) ai-e composed of bricks 
baked in the sun, and joined by a cement of the native bitumen. The 
name of Cufa(4) describes a habitation of reeds and earth ; but the im- 
portance of the new capital was supported by the numbers, wx*alth, and 
spirit, of a colony of veterans; and their licentiousness was indulged by 
the wisest caliphs, who were apprehensive of provoking the revolt of a 
hundred thousand swords. “ Ye men of Cufa, said AU, who solicited 
their aid, you have been always conspicuous by your valour. You 

conquered the Per^i^ltl king, and scattered his forces, till you had 

taken possession of his inheritance.*' This mighty conquest w\'i8 
achieved by the battles of Jalula and Nehavend. After the loss of the 
former, Yezdegerd flew from Holw^an, and concealed his shame and 
despair in the mountains of Farsistan, from whence Cyrus had descended 
w'itli his equal and valiant companions. The courage of the nation sur- 
viveti that of the monarch ; among the hills to the south of Kcbatana 
or Hamad^in, one hundred and fifty thousand Persians made a third and 
final stand for their religion and country ; and the decisive battle of 
Nehavend was styled by the Arabs the victory of victories. If it be 
true that the flying general of the Persians uas stopped and overtaken 
in a crowd of mules and camels laden with hooey, the incident, however 
slight or singular, will denote the luxurious impediments of an oriental 
army.(o) 

(1) i'be Camptiire trees grow in Chinn nnd Japan , lint inanv bnrdrert weight of those nwilner 

fortf nre exclmn-^erl fiu a single pontid o( die more precious gnrn of Romeo and Sumatni 
(Kaynal. Hist Philosoph toiii. i p lihCionnaiie d'Hiht. Natiuelle par Bomare , 

Millard Gaideutr’s Du tionary.) ihebc may be Uh* islands of the first ciitnate from whence 
tbe Arabians irnpoded ibeir campliire (Oeograpli Niib p 54, 3.t D’Heibplot, p. 252 ). 

(2) See Gagnier, \ le de Maboinet, torn i p 576, 577. I may credit the fact, without 
oefieviiig the proptirev 

(5) riie most coiisideiah e ruins of Assyria aie the tower of Bcliis ar Bah) Ion, and the halt 
of (bosroes at tiesiplion : they have been visited by that vain and corlou* traveller lieiru 
della Vale (tom. I p 713-71H. 731 -735 ) . 

(4) Consult the article of Cufi/aA in the Bib’iotheqne of d’Herbclol (p 277,27oO Ihe 
second volume of Hockley's History, pariiculirly p. 40 and 153 

5) See the aitirle jVeAnte/irf* lu trUerbelot, p 667,668 and Vovages en Tnrquie et en 
Pew, par Otter, tom. i p. 191. 
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The geo^aphy of Persia is darkly delineated by the Greeks and 
Latins ; but the most illustrious of her cities appear to be more ancient 
than the invasion of the Arabs, By the reduction of Ilamadan and 
Ispahan^ of Caswin, Tauris, and Rei, they gradually ajjproached the 
shores of the Caspian sea ; and the orators of Mecca might applaud the 
success and spirit of the faithful, wlio had already lost sight of the 
nortliern bear, and had almost transcended the bounds of the habitable 
world.(l) Again turning towards the w^est and the Roman empire, they 
repassed the Tigris over the bridge of Mosul, and, in the captive pro- 
vinces of Armenia and Mesopotamia, embraced their victorious brethren 
of the Syrian army. From the palace of Madayn their eastern progress 
was not less rapid or extensive. I'hey advanced along the Tigris and 
the Gulf; penetrated through the passes of the mountains into the 
valley of Estachar or Persepolis ; and profaned the last sanctuary of the 
Magian empire. The grandson of Chosroes was nearly surjinsed among 
the falling columns and mutilated figures ; a sad emblem of the past 
and present fortune of Persia ;(2) he fied with accelerated haste over 
the desert of Kirinan, implored the aid c*f the warlike Segestans, and 
sought an humble refuge on the verge of the Turkish and Chinese 
power. But a victorious army is insensible of fatigue : the Arabs di- 
vided their forces in the pursuit of a timorous enemy; and the caliph 
Othman promised the government cf Chorasan to the first general who 
should enter that large and populoir. country, the kingdom of the an- 
cient Bactrians. The condition was a. ccpted ; the prize wa? deserved ; 
the standard of Mahomet was planted on the walls of Herat, Meiou, 
and Balch ; and the successful leader neither halted nor reposed till his 
foaming cavalry had tasted the waters of the Oxus. In the public anar- 
chy, the independent governors of the cities and castles obtayied their 
separate capitulations; the terms were granted or imposed by the 
esteem, the prudence, or the compassion of the victors ; and a simple 
profession of faith established the <listinction betw'een a brother and a 
slave. After a noble defence, Harniozan, the prince or satrap of Ahw'az 
and Susa, was compelled to surrendc'r his person and Ids state to the 
discretion of the caliph ; and thoir interview exhibits a porti-cdt of the 
Arabian manners. In the presence, and by the cominaria of Omar, the 
gay Barbarian was despoiled of bis silken robes embroidered with gold, 
"and of his tiara hedeclced with rubies and emeralds. ** Are you now 
sensible," said the conqueror to Ids naked captive, are you now soii- 
sible of the judgment of God, and of the diiferent rewards of infidelity 
** and obedience Ala.s !” replied Harmozan, I feel them too 

“ deeply. In the days of our common ignorance, we fought with the 
weapons of the flesh, and my nation was superior. God wa^ then 
neuter ; since he has espoused your quarrel, you have subvert d our 
kingdom and religion." Oppressed by this painful dialogue, tlu» Per- 
sian complained of intolerable thirst, but discovered some apprehensions 
lest he should be killed whilst he w'as drinking a cup of water. Be of 
** good courage," said the caliph, your life is safe till you have drank 
this water ; the crafty satrap accepted the assurance, and instantly 
dashed the vase against the gi'ound. Omar would have avenged the 
deceit ; but his companions represented the sanctity of an oath ; and 
the speedy conversion of Harmozan entitled him not ordy to a free 

(1) a H m sHcb a styte of Ignonnce and wonder t'lnt the yitbenian orator dMCtib^s the 
Atetic conquest! qf AleKander, wbo never advances beyond the shores of the Casphin, 

eita Tf/v xraif xat Ti/i otxovnevtn uKifOvdtiVt fi.cfltj<rTriKet» Esclltnes 

contra ctesipbonleiri, tom in. p ^54 edit. Orsec Orator RetsKe Ihis metnorable caiist* 
was pleaded at Atiiens, OI}otp. 112.3, (before Christ 5(K)) in ihc aattimri (layler, prtefat. 
p. 370f &c ), about a year afiei the battle of Arbeia ; and Alexander, in Che pursuit of Uanus, 
was niarclnng towards Hyrraiiia and liatiriaiia 

(2) We aie indebted lor this cut tons pHitunlar to the Dynasties of Ahiiipharagius, p 116. 
but It is needtess to prove the Identity , f hstacliar and Versepolis (d'Herbelot, p. 327 ) and 
still more needless to copy the drawiui;;i and descnpiiona of Sir John Chardin, or Curueitle lo 
Br'>yn. 
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panlon, but even to a stijjend of two thousand pieces of gold. I'he ad- 
ministration of Persia v a& regulated by an actual survey of the people, 
the cattle, and the fruits of the eait}r;(l) and this monument, which 
attests the vigilance of the caliphs, might Jiave instructed the philobo- 
jdiers of every age (9) 

The flight of Ye/degerd had carried him beyond the Oxus, and as far 
ns the Jaxartes, two rivers(3) of ancient and modem renown, which 
descend from the mountains of India towaids the Oaspiaii sea. He 
was hospitably enterttiiiied by Tarklian, ))nnce of Fargan,i,(l) a fertile 
province on the Jaxartes ; the king of Samarcand, w ith the Turkish 
tribes of Sogdiana and S<*ythni, were raivodhythe Iriiiieiitiitions and 
promises of the fallen monarch ; and he solicited, by a supjdiant embassy, 
the more solid and powerful frietuKInp of the *enn)eror of China.f5) 
The virtuous Taitsong,(d) the first of iJie dynasty of the Tang, may be 
justly compared with the Antonines of Rome : his people enjoyed the 
blessings of prosperity and peace ; and his dominion was acknowledged 
by foity-four hordes of the Barbarians of Tartary. His last garrisons 
of CVbgar and Kboteii maintained a frequent intercourse with their 
neighbours of the .faxartes and Oxus ; a recent colony of Persians had 
introduced into ("hina the astronomy of the Magi ; and Taitsong might 
be alaimed by the rapid jirogress and dangerous vicinity of the Arabs. 
The influence, and per}ia[»s the supjdies of (‘hina revntMi the hopej^r of 
Yezdegerd and the zeal ot the worshippers of fire; and he leturned 
with an army of Turks to <’un<iuer tlie inheiitance of his fathers. The 
fortuii ite j\foslems, without unsheathing their sw’ords, were the sjiecta- 
tors of Ins rum and deatli. The gnindMui of (^hn^roes was hetraved by 
his servant, insulted by the seditions inhabitants of Meron, and op- 
pressed, defeated, and pursued by Ins Barbarian allies. He reached 
the banks of a river, and offered his rings and bracelets lor an instant 
passage in a miller s boat. Ignorant or insensible of royal distress, the 
rustic replied, that four drachms of silver were the daily profit of his 
mill, and that he would not suspend ln> w'ork unless the Joss were re- 

I iaid. Ill this moment of hesitation and delay, the last of tlie Sassainan 
Lings was oveitaken and shniglitered by the Turkish cav.iliy, in the 
nineteenth \ ear of his unhapjiy reign (7) His son Fimz, an humble 
cbciit of the ('hinese emperor accepted tlie station of captain of his 
guards; and the Magiaii woiship was long preserved by a colony of 
loyal exiles in the province <d Bucharia. IJis grandson inherited the 
regal name; but after a faint and fruitless enterprise, he returned to 
China end ended In'! days in the palace (»f Sui.ni, "J'ho male line of 
the Sas-\mides was extinct ; but the female captives, the daughters of 
Persi.i veiv given to the (onqueiors in ‘cnilude, or marriage , and the 


(1) Attci the roiiqiiest of iVifaia, IlKophane:*, adds auT'n tw 6Kc\ttnrti» Ov/xapor 

at'ajpuij'itjt'nf icftaav ti/w i>-7r avrov tyti/LVO 6e q Kat Kai hTtji'Uiv 

nai ijwTitiv (eliroiiogrdplj p 283 ) 

CJ) Atnidsi oiji meagre lelatioiis I must regret, tltat d’H^r'ielot lias not found and used a 
Tersiau naiis'.jt|iin of labaii, eniitlicd, as he aa)s, with many eMiacts from the native hia- 
toiians of the ohehers or Magi ( iliolnuheque Orieiitale, p 1014) 

v3) ! lie most anlhentic accounts of the two rivers, the Siiion (Jaxartes) and the Gihoii (Oxus.) 
maybe found in Micrif a] i diisi, (Oeograph. Nubiens p. 138.) Abiitfeda, Desenpt. ChuMsan. 
Ill Huilson, tom. in. p 23 ) Ahulghaai Khan, who reigned on llieir haiAs, (Hist '.eneatogiqiie 
des latars. p. .32 57 TOG) and the lutkish Geographer, a MS m the king ol Fiance's 
library (Bxnmeii Critupie df;, llismi tens d* Alexandre, p 194-360.) 

(4) riie teiiicory of laigaiia is desciibed by Abulfeda, p 76, 77. 

(5) Lo redefit angustiarum ciindnm tegeiii exstileni, nt liireici regisetSogdiain.ct ^•mersis, 
anxitia iiiissls liteiis imploi.irei (AhiilfeU. Aniial. p 74.) 1 he CouneMou ot the Peisian and 
Chinese hisioiy is iliusualed hy Frtiel ( Mem dc 1 Atadeinie, torn. xvi. p. 2I.V— 255 ) and da 
Guignes (Hist, des Huns, tom. li p .14- .V) and for tlie geog aphy oi the t'oider**, i<,ni n. 


p. 1—43.) 

(6) Hist. Sliiira, p. 41- 4h i.i »ln thud piri of die Relations Cnneiises of Ihcvenot 

(7) 1 have eiidtavoured to haiimou/e the \ancus narratives of Elmacm, (Hist. .Saracen, p. 
37 ) Ahnipliaiaguis, (Dynast p. 116.) Alulferia, (Aimal p. 71, 79 ) and d’Heihelot (p 4A5,) 
1bc end ol Yezdegerd was not only untoi lunate but obscure. 
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race of the caliphs aad imams was ennobled by the blood of their royal 
n)others.(l) 

After the fall of the Persian kin^^dom, the river Oxus divided the 
territories of the Saracens and of the Turks This narrow boundary 
was soon overleaped by the spirit of the Arabs: the governors of 
(’horasan extended their successive inroads; and one of their triumphs 
was jidorned with the buskin of a Turkish queen, which she dropped 
in her precipitate flight beyond the hills of Eochara But the final 
con(juest of Trausoxiana,(3) as Avell as of Spain, was reserved for the 
glorious reign of the inactive AValid ; and the name of Catibah, the 
camel driver, declares the origin and merit <»f his successful lieutenant. 
While one of his colleagues displayed the first Mahometan banner on 
the banks of the Indus, the spacious regions between the Oxus, the 
•Taxartes and tJie Caspian sea, w’cre reduced by the arms of C’atibah 
to the obedience of the prophet, and of the c.ilipli.(4.) A tnbsto of two 
millions of pieces of gold was imposed on the infidels ; their idols w'ere 
burnt or broken ; the Mussulman chief pronounced a seirnon in the 
ne\v moscli of Carizmc ; after several battles, the Turkish hordes were 
driven hack 1 j the des<*rt ; and the emperors ot China solicited the 
friendship of tho victorious Arabs. To their industry, the prosperity 
of the province, the Sogdiana of the ancients, may in a great measure be 
ascribed; but the advantages of the soil and climate had been under- 
stood and cultivated since the riign of the Macedonian kings. Before 
the invasion of the Saracens, Caii/me, Bochara, and Samarcand, were 
rich and populous under tlie y< ‘ e of tlie sliepherds of the north. 
These cities were surrounded witii a double wall ; and the exterior 
fortification, of a larger circumference, enclosed the fields and gardens 
of the a<ljacent district. TJie mutual w^ants of India and Europe were 
supplied by the diligence of the Sogdiaii merchants; and the inestim- 
able art of transforhiing linen into paper, has been dififiised from the 
manufacture of Samarcand over the western world.(5) 

II. No sooner had Abubeker restored the unity of faith and govern- 
ment, than he dispatched a circular letter to the Arabian tribes . — '■* In 
“ the name of the most merciful God, to the rest of the true believers. 

Health and happiness, and tho mercy and blessing of God be upon 
“ you. 1 praise tne most high God, and I pray for his prophet Ma- 
** hornet. This is to acfjuaint you, that 1 intend to send the true he- 

liev’ers into Syria((i) to take it out of the hands of the infidels. And 


fl) The two dauKhleis of Yezdogerd mairied H»iiAan, the *>011 of All, and Moiiauinied, 
(he 8«>ii of Ahitheker; and the first of these was the father uf a mitiierous iirotteny. I'he daii^h. 
ter of Phiroiiz her.nne the wife of the cahph Walid, and ihtir son Yeeid derived his genuine 
or fahnloiis descent from tlit Cbosroes ot Persia, the C<esais of Knine^ and the Clngansof the 
1‘urks 01 Avars. (O’llerbclot, Rihliot. uiientalc p. 96 . 487 ; 

(2) It was valued at two thousand pieces of gold, and was the ‘ui/e of otteioi ih, the son 
of /iyad,a name afieruaid intanuins b) the murder of Hoses (0< kley’s illsiuty of the 
Saracens, vol. 11 p. I li3) Hw brother Satein was accompanied in his wife, the first 
Arabian uuman (A. D. hHO ) who passed the 0\us she borrowed, or rather stole, ihe crown 
and jewels of tho princess of the ^ogdians f2.ll, 232,) 

(0) A pan of AhuItVda's geography is traii&tated by Greaves, inserted in ffiidsoiiN coliectioii 
f»t the iiiiiior geographeis, (toin Id.) and entitled, DcsciipUo Chur.Hiiiiw et Mannralnahra, 
id est, regioniini extra rtnvjiim, Oxurn, p. 80. The name ot Tm/tsoaiatut, softer in sound, 
etiulvalent In bonie, is aptly used hy Petit de la Croix, (Hist, d*' Gengi6C.iit, &.c ) and some 
iiiodern orienlalistt , but they are misiaketi in ascnbing it to the wi iters of aiiti(|tiity. 

(1) The roiH|iirsts of Catibah aie faintly marked by Elmar in, (Mist ^aiaten p. 8i ) dMIer. 
helot, (hibliot. Urie\U Vatt>ah, Samarkand, Vtiliti) and de (#idt;nes Hist, des Huns. tom. i. 
p .VK, 59.) 

(5) A Lurions description of Sam»rcaiid is inserted in the Ribilorheca Arahieo-Hispana, 
tom. I. p 208, A; c. 'the librarian Casit I (torn 11 ix } relates, from credible testimony, that 
paper wss tiist iiriported frtmi China to ^amarcaiid, A H 30, and iHirnCeti, 01 rather intro* 
duced at Mecca, A. II 88. 'I he ksciirul library contains paper MS8. as old as the foiiitfa or 
ftftli c<‘iitni> ol the Hcgiia 

(b) A separate history of the ronq .e*u of Syria has been rumposed by Al Wakidi, radi of 
Ilagdad, who a ns born A. f) 74S, and died 4. D $22; he likewise wrote the conquest of 
Fgypt, of Diarb'^kir, A.c. Above the ineagie and recent (hromties of the Arabians, Al Wakuli 
has the dunhle iiirrit of aiiiiqtiity and copioti'.iiess His tales and traditions affoid an artless 
picture uf the men and the iiifies. Yet his iiairative is too often d^lecfive, tnlling, and tin-* 
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I would have you know, that tlie fighting for religion is an act of 
** obedience to God/* His messengers returned with the tidings of 
pious and martial ardour which they had kindled in every province ; 
and the camp of Medina was successively filled with the intrepid bands 
of the Sfiracens, wlio panted for action, complained of the heat of the 
season, and the scarcity of jiroyisions ; and accused with impatient 
murmurs the delays of the caliph. As soon as their numbers w’ere 
complete, Abubeker ascended the hill, reviewed the men, the horses, and 
the arms, and poured forth a fervent prayer for the success of tlierr 
undertaking. In person and on foot, he accompanied the first day's 
march; and when the blushing leaders attempted to dismount, the 
cali])h removed their scruples by a declaration, that those who rode, and 
those who walked, in the service of religion, were eqaully meritorious. 
Ilis insti*uction.s{l) to the chiefs of the Syrian army, ivere inspired by the 
w arlike fanaticism which advances to seize, and affects to despise, the 
objects of worldly ambition. '^Remember (said the succe. 5 Sor of the 
prophet) that you are always in the presence of God, on the verge of 
of death, in the assurance of judgment, and the hope of paradise. 
Avoid injustice and oppi*ession ; consult w ith your brethren, and study 
** to preserve the love and confidence of your troops. When you fight the 
battles of the Lord, acquit yourselves like men, without turning your 
backs ; but let not your victory be stained with the blood of women 
or cliildren. Destroy no palm-trees, nor burn any fields of corn. Cut 
** down no fruit-trees nor do any mischief to cattle, only such as ycfii kill 
** to cat. U^heii you make any co\enaiit or article, stand to it, and be as 
good as your word. As you go on, you wdll find some religious persons 
‘‘ wlio ii\e retired in monasteries, and propose to themsdves to serve 
God that way : let them alone, and neither kill them nor destroy their 
monasteries ,(2) and you will find another sort of people that belong 
to the hynag«)gue of Satan, who have shaven crowns ;(3) be sure you 
cleave their skulls, and give them no quarter till they either turn 
Mahometans or pay tribute.” All profane or frivolous conversation ; 
all dangerous recollection of ancient quarrels, was severely prohibited 
among the Arabs ; in the tumult of a camp, the exercises of religion 
were assiduously practised ; and the intervals of action were employed 
in prayer, meditation, and the study of the Koran. The abuse, or 
even the use of wine was cha'.tised by fourscore strokes on the soles of 
tlie feet, and in the favour of their primitive zeal, many secret sinners 
revealed their fault, and solicited their punishment. After some hesita- 
tion the command of the army was delegated to Abu Obeidah, one of 
the fugitives of Mecca and companions of Mahomet ; whose zeal and 
devotion were assuaged, without being abated, by the singular mildness 
and benevolence of his temper. But in all the emergencies of war, 
the soldiers demanded the superior genius of Caled ; and whoever 
might be the choice of the prince, the sword of God was both in fact 
and fame the foremost leader of the Sardoens. He obeyed without 


probable. I ill soinetliing better hbali be tbuiid, bis iearnei' .iiid spirited interpreter, (Ockle\, m 
his Histoi) of the Saracens, vol. I. p 2l~3ii ) will nut deseive the petulant aiiiiiiadveiiion 
ol Reiske (Viodidagmata ad Ua^ji chHlifai labiilas, p 236 ) 1 am soiry to think that the 

labour! ot Ockley were Gonsunimated iti a jail (.see his two pretaces to the tlrst vol. A. 0. 
1708, to the second, 1718, with the list of the authors at the end.) 

(1) Ibe iiistruclions, &c. of the Syrian vvai, aie described by Al Wakidi and Ocklej, tom. 
I. p. 2?— 27, &c III the sequel it ts iietess.try to contract, and needless to qiioLC, their tir- 
cuitisiaiitial narrative. My obiig.i{ions to others si'all be noticed. 

(2) NotwitbstaiidiiiK this piecept, M Painv (Kecliercbes siir Its Esyptlen^, tom. li. p 192. 
edit LaUsaniie) represents (be Bedoweeiis as the implacable eiietiii*‘s of tin Clirlsti.m monks. 
Foi niyowri part, I am more inclined to suspect the av.irioi of il.e Arabian lobbeis, and the 
piejiidices of the Cierinati philosophei. 

(3) fcven in the seventh centuiy, the monks were cciierally laymen , they woie tlieir bair 
long and dishevelled, and shaved llicir beads when they were ordained piiesis Ibe cncnlar 
tonsure was sacred and mjsterioiis it was the crown ol thorns ; but ll was likewise a royal 
diaileiii, and every priest was a kmsi, &.c* (I boiiiassin, Discipline de l*L<iii-f, torn, i p. |71 
— 7.W, especially p. 737, 738.) 
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reluctance ; he was consulted without jealou.sy ; and such was the 
spint of the man, or rather of the times, that Cided professed his 
readiness to serve under the banner of the faith, thoiig:h it were in the 
hands of a child oi an enemy. Glory, and riches, and dominion, were 
indeed promised to the victorious Slussulman ; but he was carefully 
instructed, that if the good*, of this life u ere his only incitement, they 
likewise ^^ould bo his only reward. 

One of the fifteen provinces of Syria, the cultivated lands to the east- 
ward of the Jordan, had been decorated hy Roman vanity with tlie name 
of ^ra6ia;(t) and the fir^t arms of the Saracens were justified by the 
semblance <if a national right. The country was enriched by the veVious 
benefits of trade ,* hy the vigilance of the eniperor» it uas coi'ored with 
a line of forts ; and the populous citie*, of Gerasn, Philadelphi.j. and 
l>osra,(y) wore «»ecure, at least from a surprise, hy the solid structure 
of their walls. 'J'he last of the.-^e cities wa.s the eighteenth ^t.itioii of 
Medina; the road wa^, faunhar to the caravans of Hejaz .uid Irak, who 
annually a isited this plenteous market of the province and the desert . 
the perpetual iealousy of the Arabs had trained the inludi.t.'ints to anus ; 
and twelve thousand horse could sally from the gates of 15 an ap- 
pcllatioji which signifies, in the biynac language, a stion;; tower of de- 
fenee. Encouraged by their first success against the ojrt ii tow ns and 
flying parties of the boi<lers, fi detachment of four thon'.atid iVJoslems 
presumed to summon and attack tlic fortress of llosia. 'J'hc} wcie op- 
pre.ssed by the numbcis of the ^ nans; they were scaedbythe pre- 
sence of Galed, with fifteen liundu d horse : he blamed the enterprise, 
restored the battle, Jnul rescued his friend, the \enor.ihle Serjabil, who 
had vainly invoked the unity of God find the in-omise of the apostle. 
After a short repose, the Moslems pei formed their ablutions with sand 
instead of water ;(3) and the morning jirayer was recited by (’aled be- 
fore they mounted on horseback. Confident of their strength, tho 
people of Bosra threw' ojien their gates, drew their forces into the plain, 
and swore to die in the defence of tlicir religion. But «i religion of 
peace w-as incapable of w itlistamling the famitic cry of I'^ghty Jig/U ! 
Paradise, paradise! that ie-C(.l;oed in t)ie ranks of the Saracens; and 
tlie uproar of tho town, the ringing of hells,(4') and the exclamations of 
the priests and monks, iiicrtased tlie dismay and disorder of the Chris- 
tians. With the loss of two hundred and thirty men, the Arabs re- 
mained masters of the held ; and the ramparts of Bosra, in expectation 
of hunifin or divine aid, were crowded with holy crosses and consecrated 
banners The governor Komanus had recommended an early submis- 
sion : despised by the people, and degraded from his ofiiee, he still re- 
tained the desire and opportunity of revenge. Jn a noctui iial interview', 
he informed the eoeiiiy of a subteiraiieoiis passage from his hfu^se under 
the w'all of the city; the son of tlie e.aliph, with a hundred •, iuiiteers, 
w’cre committed to the faith of this new ally, and then st ^ssful in- 


(r Iliiic Ar.\bi.i est CDiiRcrU, es <.lio l.iteu* coiitigtia ; ocim.i (oiiiiuflr* 

fttofutn, o|>r)Ieia v^lidis trl tasUlJis, qua: act ri'pelk'iiilos (fotiniirn eX' 

ciesuM, SiOliciiMcIo pervii;il iieuriirn per oppcinuiivs salmi crvxu it lauiei. Auiinidii. M.uccU 
1 ) 1 ) 14. 8. KeUiul Valestiii. i»iii i p. 8.?, 86 

(.0 Oe).i»a and Philadelphia, AiDini.inu:) piniaeithe rorlUlCritions of Bona flriiiiUie 

raiin«i 9 in»a 3 ‘llwy desftvrd the fcanie piaue m the tune of AOnUeda, O'Hhtil. syiiiu, p 99 ) 
Mho dticrihes i hi* city, the nicfropoliii Hanrau ^Auranilis), tno d»>s* joiirufy from Da 
l))<!^c|i 9 The fichrew etyinoto^y I kaiii tioiii Upland. I’Hleit))! tioi). )i p hfki 
(3j 'the aposik of a dt»eit and an a)n)> uai nlil sed to alloii ili<a le.idy mm ccdaiieiim lor 
Mater; (Koran, c. 5, p c. 5 p itut tho Art.ht,in and Pir»i.iii casuists have eni 
narraifcd bii free psunksio)) with inai.y mctljei and d)ittiiciioii*t. ''K<‘ia)id dc Kelig. Mo* 
hummed, lih i. p. 8h * hirdin, Voya(;«*s en Perie, torn. iv j 
(4) V7ie htlts ' (’(Kley, vol. t. p 38 \et 1 much dotihr wlittht* thii expiession can 
he juslihed hy the text ol Al WahUu, or the practice ot ihs iiiiii. Ad oijploi, lays the 
Icarnid Dncange, ((jlosxar med. et intnii. ffia'ut.iL tom. i i> TTi.> Oititpanaiiiin iimi bemiH 
transit et eliain mini rarisMiiiii* est I he olrfeut example uhiih he c.m hitd in il.e Hy/aittiiie 
nnlets IS of till' MMi 1040, hiu the Veiiitiaiis put' nd, Ibal Ihtv iiiOodiued hem ^t CmiiiHit. 
tliiopie 111 the niiiih reiUniv 
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trepifUty g*ave an easy entrance to their companions. After Caled had 
imposed the terms of servitude and tiibute, the apostate or convert 
8\ovted in the assembly of tlie people his meritoriouis treason. ** I re- 
nonnee your Si)ciety (said llomanus), both in tliis world, and the 
woild to come. And I deny him that was ciudfied, and whosoever 
w’orshi])s him. And I choose God for my Lord, Islam for my faith, 
Mecca for my temple, the Moslems for my brethren, and Mahomet for 
" my prophet ; w'ho was sent to lead us into the right way, and to exalt 
the true religion, in spite of those who join partners with God.'* 

The conquest of Bosra, four days* journey from Daina8cus,(l) en- 
couraged the Arabs to besiege the ancient capital of Syna.(a) At some 
distance from the walls, tliey encamped among the groves and fountains 
of that delicious tcn-itory,(3) and the usual option of the Mahometan 
faith, of tribute «n’ of w.n-, w’as proposed to the resolute citizens, who 
had been lately strengtbened by a reinforcement of fi\e thousand Greeks. 
In the decline as in the infancy of the military art, a hostile defiance 
w'as frequently offered and accepted by the genei*als themselves .(4) 
many a lance was sliivered in the plain of Damascus, and the personal 
jirowess of Caled w^as hignalized in the first sally of the besieged After 
an obstirix'ite combat, he had overthrown and made prisoner one of tlie 
Christian leaders, a stout and worthy antagonist. He instantly mounted 
a fresh horse, tlie gift of the governor of Fjdmyro, and jnished forw'ards 
to the front of the battle. Repose yourself for a moment Tsaid his 
friend Derar)^ f»nd permit ine to supply your place : you are fatigued 
with fighting with this dog.” — “ O Derar ! (replied the indefatigable 
S.Jracen) we shall rest in the world to come. He that labours to-day 
shall rest to-morrow.** With the same unabated ardour, Caled 
answered, encountered, and vanquislied a secoiul champion ; and the 
heads of his tw^o captives, wlio refused to abandon their religion, were 
indignantly hurled into the midst of the city. Tlie event of some gene- 
ral and partial actions reduced the Damascenes to a closer defence ; 
hut a messenger, wliom they dropped fiom the walls, returned w ith tlio 
))romise of speedy and pow erful succour, and their tumultuous joy con- 
veyed the ii.telligtMice to the camp of the Arabs. After sonic debate, 
it was resolved by tlie generals to raise, or rather to suspend, the siege 
of Damascus, till they had given battle to the forces of the emjicror. 
In the retreat, C'aled would have chosen the more perilous station of 
the rear-guard ; he modestly yielded to the w ishes of Abu Obeidah. 
Hut in the hour of danger he new to the rescue of his companion, w'ho 
was rudely pressed by a sally of six thousand horse and ten thousand 
foot, and few among the Christians could relate at Damascus the cir- 
cumstances of their defeat. The importance of tlie contest reijuired tlie 
junction of the Saracens who w^ere dispersed on the frontiers of Syria 
and Palestine ; and I sliall transcribe one of the circular mandates which 
w as addressed to Amrou the future conqueror of Jlgypt. In the name 

(1) Oarnitsciis is amply dcocnlied hy the SheiV ai F.dnsi, (Grni^rapii Nub UG, H7>) and 
his ndii{>).)ror, Siuuita, (.tppeiidtT, c 1) AbiiWcda, (rabtil.i Syria* p 100.) Scliulteiis, 
(Index, Geograph. ad Vit. Sahidiii )d'Heibelol, { BIbliot. Orient p -91 ) 1 hevenot, (V'oyaJte 
dn levant, part. i. p G.s8-G98 ) MaundieM, (Joniney trom Aleppo to Jeniaalem, p. )25l-lGO.) 
and Cotock (Description of the Kast, vi»l. ii p. 117 -127.) 

(.2) Noblissiniacivitas, ^H)s Justin. Acrordiux to the oiieiital tiaditious, it was older than 
Abraham or Seimramis Joseph. AiitJu Jud. lib. i. c. 6, 7. p 24.29 edit. Ha\ercaiiip. 
Jnsriii, 76. 2 

(, 7 ) I 7rtp ocftai top Atuv vo\nf Krti 7t/i 'Lwop dvatrtjf o^GtiA^ue, 'i tjv uuav Kik 

peyioTtfe ^a/iuaKnv \tyuy, toi, Tt uWon vi'Htrutrtv, oiov lepiav koAAm, viwv fityfctf, hui 

wpwif tvif-atpia K(n Trpjytitp nyXmn /.«< 'truTttfJUfV vXtfOtt ^ Kui yt/f ivipopta iUKwauv, AC. Jlliiail, 
epist 21. p .’92 I hose splendid epithets »ie occasioned by the n-tb ot tJamasens, of which 
the .iiithor t^inl*. a hnndnd t.i hii. fiieiid .serapioii, and this r»» tori' al tbeme is inserted tov 
Petavius, Spuiln lu, An. (p. .’MO 306 ) aiiioitit tin r.nmr epiuU s ot Jiiiiaii. How could 
they oveiiook that the wiiter is ait inhabitant »•! Uamasriis J.c ihme nflirms, that tbu p»- 
ciiliai fig (trows only ir«// »jjuo'). a city which JnJian iiesei entered or appioached? 

( 4 ) Voltaire, wiio ra«H a koen ard lively «hirice over the surface of hlaioiy, Im* Iktii 
stnick with the lesemblaiire of the Hrsl Moslrms and the heroes ot thelhad, the bWge of 
Inn .iiid that of iJ.itmKii'' (lli&t, oviuiale, loni i. p. >18 ) 
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** of the moat merciful God : from Culed to Anirou, heulth and happi- 
** ness. Know that thy brethren the Moslems design to march to 
** Aiznadin^ where there is an army of seventy tliousand Greeks^ who 
** propose to come against us^ that they may extinguish the light of 
God with their mouths : but God preserveth his light in spite of the 
infidels.(l) As soon, therefore, as this letter of mine shall be de- 
livered to thy hands, come with those that are with thee to Aiznadin, 
vvhere thou shalt find us, if it please the most high God/’ The sum- 
mons was cheerfully obeyed, and the forty-five thousand Moslems who 
met on the same day, on the same spot, ascribed to the blessing of 
Providence the effects of tlieir activity and zeal. 

About four years after the triumphs of the Persian war, the repose 
of Heraclius and the empire was again disturbed by a new enemy, the 

S ower of whose religion was more strongly felt than it was clearly un- 
erstood by the Christians of the east. In his palace of Constantinople 
or Antioch, he was awakened by the invasion ol Syria, the loss of Bosra, 
and the danger of Damascus. An army of seventy thousand veterans, 
or new levies, was assembled at Hems, or Emesa, under the command 
of his general Werdan;(i2) and these troops, consisting chiefly of 
caviilry, might be indifferently styled either Syrians, or Greeks, or Ro- 
mans ; Syi tans^ from the place ol their birth or warfare ; G reeks, from 
the religion and language of their sovereign ; and Romans, from the 
jivoud appellation which w as still profaned by the successors of < Ion- 
stantine. On the plain of Aiznadin, as Werdaa rode on a white mule 
decorated with gold chains, and snrrounded with ensigns and standards, 
he was surprised by the near approacli jf a fierce and naked warrior, 
who had undertaken to mcw the state of the enemy. The adventur- 
ous valour of Derar was inspired, and has perhaps been adorned, by the 
enthiisia^tm of liis age and country. Hie hatred of the Christhins, the 
lo\ c of spoil, and the contempt of danger, were the ruling passions of 
the audacious Saracen ; and the prospect of instant death could never 
shake his religious confidence, or ruffle the calmness of his resolution, 
or even suspend the frank and martial ]»leasantry of his honour. In the 
most hopeless enterprise, he was bold, and prudent, and fortunate : 
after innumerable hazards, after being thrice a prisoner in the hands of 
the infidels, he still survived to relate the achievements, and to enjoy 
the rewards, of the Syrian conquest. On this occasion, his single lance 
maintained a flying fight against thirty Romans, who were detached by 
Werdan ; and after killing or unhorsing seventeen of their number, 
Derar returned in safety to his applauding brethren. When his rash- 
ness was mildly censured by the general, he excused himself with the 
simplicity of a soldier* Nay (said Derar,) I did not begin first : but 
they came out to take me, and 1 was afraid that God shouhL see me 
“ turn my back : and indeed I fouglit in good earnest, and without 
doubt God assisted me against them ; and had I not been appreheii- 
sive of disobeying your orders, I should not have t’ome away as I 
did ; and I perceive already that they will fall into our hands. ’ In 
the presence of both armies, a venerable Greek advanced from the 
ranks with a liberal ofl'er of peace : and the departure of the Saracens 
would have been purchased by a gift to each soldier of a turban, a robe, 
and a piece of gold ; ten robes,and a hundred pieces to their leader ; one 
hundred robes, and a thousand pieces to the caliph. A smile of indig- 

(I) riiese arc a lc>t ol llic Koran, r. 9 32 61, 8. liKc oiir faiiatits of the law 

cciunry, the Moslems, on every familiar or important occasinii, spoke the Uintnaae of their 
scriptures ; a style more natural lu Utcir inuulUs, than the Hebrew idiom iraiisptanted iiiio 
the climate and dialect of Britain 

(2) 1 he name of Werdan is unknown to i hcophanes, and ihoiifEh it nii«ht belong to an 
Atinenian chief, has very liuleof a Orcck aspect or sound. Il the Byzantine historians have 
mangled the nrienlal names, the Arah^, in this iiisiniire, likeivi&e ha\e taken ample revenge 
on their ciiemtfs. In iransposnm the Greek chiirattei from ii«bi to left, might they not pro- 
duce, lioni (he faiiitliar appeliatioti of Andtew, sometbuig like the anagram i^erdanf 
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nation expressed the refusal of Caled. Ye Christian dogSj you know 
“ your option : the Kor?ui, the tribute, or the sword. We are a peo- 
“ pie whose deli#?ht is in war, ratlier than in peace ; and we desoise 
“ your pitiful alms, since we shall anecdily be masters of your wealth, 
your families, and your pcrisoiis." Notwithstanding this apparent dis- 
dain, he was deeply conscious of the public danger : those w'ho had 
been in Persia, and had seen the armies of C'hosroes, confessed that they 
never beheld a more formidable array. From the superiority of the 
enemy, the artful Saracen derived a fresh incentive of courage. You 
'' see* before you (said be) the united force of the Romans ; you cannot 
hope to esscape, but you may conquer Syria in a single day. The 
“ event depends on your discipline and patience. Reserve yourselves 
till the evening. It was in the evening that the prophet was accus- 
** turned to vanquish.** During two successive engagements, his tem- 
perate firmness sustained the darts of the enemy, ami the murmurs of 
nis troops. At length, when the spirits and quivers of the adverse line 
were almost exhausted, Caled gave the signal of onset and victory. The 
remains of the imperial army fled to Antioch, or Caesarea, or Damascus ; 
and the death of four hundred and seventy Moslems, was compensated 
by the opinion that they had sent to hell above fifty thousand of the 
infidels. The spoil was inestimable ; many banners and crosses of gold 
and silver, precious stones, silver and gold chains, and innumerable 
suits of the richest armour and apparel. The general distribution was 
postponed till Damascus should be taken : but the seasonable supply of 
arms became the instrument of new victoric«. The glorious iiitjclligence 
was transmitted to the throne of the c.iliph, and the Arabian tribes^ 
the coldest or most hostile to the prophet's mission, were eager and im- 
portunate to share the harvest of ISyria. 

The sad tidings w'ere carried to Damascus by the speed of grief and 
terror ; and the inhabitants beheld from their walls the return of tho 
heroes of Aiznadin. Amrou led the van at the head of nine thousand 
horse : the bands of the Saracens succeeded each other in formid<ibl 0 
review ; and the rear w as closed by Caled in person, with the standaid 
of the black eagle. To the activity of Derar he intrusted the commis- 
sion of patroling round the city with two thousand horse, of scouring 
the jdain, and of intercepting all succour or intelligence. The rest of 
the Arabian chiefs w'ere fixed in their respective stations before the 
seven gates of Damascus ; and the siege was renewed with fresh vigour 
and confidence. The art, the labour, the military engines of the Greeks 
and Komans, are seldom to bo found in the simple, though successful, 
operations of the Saracens : it was sufficient for them to invest a city 
With arms, rather than with trenches ; to repel the sallies of the besieg- 
ed ; to attempt a stratagem or an assault ; or to expect the progress of 
famiiie and discontent. Damascus would have acquiesced in the trial of 
/• iznadin^ as a final and peremptory sentence between the emperor and 
the caliph ; her c<uirage was rekindled by the example and authority of 
'riioinas, a nolde Greek, illustrious in a private condition by the alliance 
of lleraclius.(l) The tumult and illumination of the night proclaimed 
the design of tlie morning sally ; and the Christian hero, who affected to 
despise tlie entlnisia'Hm of the Arabs, employed the general resource of 
a similar superstition. At the ]miicipal gate, in the sight of both armies, 
a lofty crucifix was erected ; the bishop, with his clergy, accompanied 
the inarch, and laid the volume of the S^ew Testament before tJie im- 
age of Jesus; and the contending parties were scandalized or edified by 
a prayer, that the Son of God would defend his se* vants and vindicate 
hi 8 truth. The battle raged witli incessant fury ; and the ilexterity of 

(1) Vanity il»« 'mIw to believe, rlMt 1 liomas was Hic soii-ni-law of the (nijieior 

V\c kiKMv the chilOreo ol Heiarlma bj bis two wives, and Ins auf;nj(t ilaiisthter Winilil u »r 
have uurtieU ni e\il< Ht l)ania-<<H8 (Ve Oiicaiige, Fam. U>zaiitii»e. p. 118, UP) Had he 
been less rcl»{ioii«*, I mislil oul> busi-i-tubc IcgiUiiucy ut the daiuwl. 
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Thonia8,(l) an incomparable archer, was fatal to the boldest Saracens, 
till their death was revenged by a female lieroine. The wife of Aban^ 
who had followed him to the hdy war, embraced her expiring husband. 
Hap])y, Tsaid she,) happy art thou, my <lear : thou art gone to thy Lord 
who hrst joined us together, and then parted us asunder. I will re- 
" vcnge thy death, and endeavour to the utmost of my j»ower to come 
** to the place \^liere thou art, because 1 love thee. Henceforth shall no 
** man ever touch me more, for 1 have dedicated myself to the service 
** of God.*' W ithout a groan, without a tear, she washed the corpse 
of her husband, and buried him with the UMial rites. Then grasping the 
matdy weapons, which, in her native land, she was accustomed to wield, 
the intrepid widow of Aban sought the place where liis murderer fought 
in the thickest of the battle. Her first arrow pierced the hand of iiis 
standard-bearer : her second wounded I'homas in the eye ; and the 
fainting Christians no longer beheld their ensign or their leader. Yet 
the generous champion of Damascus refused to withdraw to his palace : 
his wound w'as dressed on the mm part ; the fight w lus continued till 
the evening ; and the Syrians lested on their arms. In the silence of 
the night, the signal was given by a stroke on the great bell ; the gates 
were thiowii open, and each gate discharged an impetuous column on 
the sleeping camp of the Saracens. Caled was the first in arms ; at the 
head of four hundred horse he flew to the post of danger, and the tears 
trickled down his iron cheeks, as he uttered a fervent ejaculation ; ” O 
God ! who never sleepest, look upon thjr servants, and do not deliver 
** them into the hands of their eriem"*s.* The valour and victory of 
Thomas were arrested by the present i of the sword of God ; with the 
knowledge of the peril, tlie Moslems reco\ered their ranks, and charged 
the assailants in the flank and rear. After the loss of thousands, the 
Christian general retreated with a sigh of despair, and the pursuit of 
the Saracens wuis checked by the military engines of the rampart. 

After a siege of seventy days,(2) the patience, and perhaps the pro- 
1 ision->, of the Damascenes were exhausted ; and the bravest of their 
chiefs submitted to the hard dictates of necessity. In the occurrences 
of peace and w^ar, they had been taught to dread the liei(*eness of Caled, 
and to revere the mild virtues of Abu Obeidah. At the hour of mid- 
night, one hundred chosen deputies of the clergy and people were intro- 
duced to the tent of that venerable commander. He received and dis- 
missed them with courte.^'y. They returned with a written agreement, 
on the faith of a companion of Mahomet, that all hostilities should 
cease ; that the voluntary emigrants might depart in safety, wdih as 
much as they could carry away of their effects ; and that the tributary 
subjects of the caliph should enjoy their lands and houses, with the use 
and possession of seven churches. On these terms, the most resp'^ot- 
able hostages, and the gate nearest to his camp, wire deliveied into 
his hands: his soldiers imitated the moderation of the'r chief ; and lie 
enjoyed the 6uhmist*i\'e gratitude of a people whom he had ro'^cued 
from destruction. But the success of the treaty had i*elaxed their vigi- 
lance, and in the same moment the i‘])posite cpiarter of tlie city was 
betrayed and taken by assault. A. party <if u hun<lred Arabs had 
opened the eastern gate to a more inexorable foe. ** No quarter (cried 
the rapacious and sanguinary Cale<l,) no quarter to the enemies of the 


(1) A1 Wakidl (0( kie\, \y tavs'* wall poisottid but ibi«> ‘•avaj{C iiiveiitiun is 

BO repii^iMiu tiMhc pM<.tice '>t Ok* '(.rt^eks ioid Hoiu.iiJS, ilial I must on this oc- 

the malevolent ciedulitv of the Satacens. 

(2) AbiiltVUa alloos oiil> stcveiiiy daiBtor the Blege of DaiiiaBciis (Annal Moslem, p. 67 
vers Iteiske ) tmt IdiiiHtm, who mentions this opinion, proh)in;« tlie term to mx tnonlh^, 
and notices the iitte of by llie Snra«.eiii) (Hist .Saracen p 25 52) hven thib haiger 
piiiod is iti&iilhcieot to pH the. i ifeixal bciw'>on the b i le of Ai7iuidm (lul)', A D. 633^ and 
the accession of nmar, (iMih lil., I) ti.51 ) i«« wliosn icign the conqnebl ot DaiiM*! us is 
tloanlll)oll^lv as( lilted (tlWakidi apt'd Utkley, ^o^ i p 113 \ 0 oip* aragius l>%nait p. 
112 verH I’ltto k ) I'cihip*^, as m ilo’ ti.j.oi u,ji, tl e opt ladmi* wiie intciiLipltO bj o»- 
caieions and ileUtliiiieiits, Mil li.e last sc\(nt> d'lisot ilic su.tc 
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** Lord." His trumpets sounded, and a torrent of Cliristian blood was 

g oured down the streets of Damascus. When he reached the church of 
t. Mary, he was astonished iind j)rovoked by the peaceful aspect of his 
companions ; their sw'ords were in the sc illbard, and they were sur- 
rounded by a multitude of pric'Jts and monks. — Abu Obeidah saluted 
the general ; (iod (said he) has delivered the city into my hands by 
way of surrender, and has sjued the believers the trouble of fighting." 
“ — And am I not, (replied the indignant Caled,) am I not the lieuten- 
tant of the commander of the faithful ? Have I not taken the city 
'' by storm ? The unbelievers shall perish by the sword. Fall on." The 
hungry and cruel Arabs would have obe\Td the welcome command; and 
Damascus was lost, if the benevolence of A]>u Obeidah bad not been sup- 
ported by a decent and dignified firmness. Throwing himself betw^een the 
trembling citizens and the most eager of the Barbarians, he abjured them 
by llie holy name of (Jod, to respect his promise, to susjiend their fury, 
and to wait the detiirmircition of then* chi.’f'.. The chiefs retired into the 
church of St. Mary ; and after a vehement debate, Caled submitted in 
some measure to the reason and authority of his colleague, who urged the 
sanctity of a covenant, the advantage as well as tlie honour which the 
Moslems would derive from the punctual performance of tlieir word, and 
the obstinate resistance which they must encounter from the distrust and 
despair of the rest of the Syrian cities. It was agreed that the sword 
should he sheathed ; that the part of Damascus which had surrendered to 
Abu Obeidali, should he immediately entitled to the benefit of his capitu- 
lation ; and that the final decision should be referred to the justice and 
wisdom of the calipli.(l) A large majority of the people accepted the 
terms of toleration and tribute ; and Damascus is still peopled by twenty 
thousand Christians. But the valiant Thomas, and the freeborn patriots 
who had fought under his banner, embraced the alternatvie of po\ erly 
and exile. In the adjacent meadow, a numerous encampment w'as 
formed of priests and laymen, of soldiers and citizens, of women and 
children: they collected, with haste and terror, their most precious move- 
ables ; and abandoned with loud lamentations or silent anguish, their 
native homes, and the pleasant hanks of the Pharphar. The inflexible 
soul of Caled was not touched by the spectacle of their distress ; he dis- 
puted with the Damascenes the property of a magazine of corn ; en- 
deavoured to exclude the garrison from the benefit of the treaty ; con- 
sented, with reluctance, that each of the fugitives should arm himself w'ith 
a sword, or a lance, or a bow ; and sternly declared, that, alter a respite 
of three days, they might be pursued and treated as the enemies of the 
Moslems. 

The passion of a Syrian youth completed the ruin of the exiles of 
Damascus. A nobleman ot the city of the name of Jonas. (2) was be- 
trothed to a wealthy maiden ; but her parents delayed the consummation 
of his nuptials, and their daugliter was persuaded to escape with the 
man w horn she had chosen. They corrupted the nightly watchmen of 
the gate Keisan : the lover, who led the way, was encompassed by a 
Bi^uadron of Arabs ; but his exclamation in the Greek tongue , — Tim 
btrd is taken, admonished his mistress to hasten her return. In the 

E resence of Caled, and of death, the unfortunate Jonas professed his 
elief in one God, and his apostle Mahomet ; and continued, till the 

(1) It from Abiiifrda O* 125.) and PImnciii, Cp ) that ilin dfatioctlon of iho 

two parts of liamaacns was lojig remembered, thiMiifli not <ilways respected, by the Milioine. 
tan aovereiKna bee likewise Butychins (4iiiial turn, u p 37t), >580 383) 

(2) on the fate of there lovers, whom be names Photyns and Kndorui, mr Hiislie*i baa 
built Ibe sicKe of Damascus, one of our most popular tragedies, and obn b possesses tbe rare 
merit of bleiidnig nature ;tiid history, the tiMiriers of tho tinu . and the feelings of the heart. 
The foolish delicacy of tbe piavrrs compelled him to gofteii the kiiiU of the hero and the de- 
spair of the heroine. Instead of a base lenegado, Phocyas serves the Ambsas an honouralile 
ally; instead of piomptliiff their pursuit, he tiles to the succour of his countrymen, and, after 
lilhii); i aledaiid oerar, is himself moritll) wonnded, and expires in the pieseiice of Eiidocia, 
nbo pioftsxes her resolution to t,<kc the veil at toiiB'jiiunople, A fiigid catasMoplie' 
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reason of Iiis martyrdom, to dischar^re the duties of a brave and sincere 
Mussulman. When the city was taken, he flew to the monastery where 
Eiulocia iiad taken refuppe ; but the lover was forgotten ; the apostate 
was scorned ; she preferred her relipon to her country ; and the justice 
of Caled, though deaf to mercy, refused to detain by force a male or 
female inhabitant of Damascus. Four days was the general confined to 
the city by the obligation of the treaty, and the urgent cares of liis 
new conquest. His appetite for blood and rapine would have been ex- 
tinguished by the hopeless computation of time and distance ; but he 
listened to the importunities of Jonas, who assured him that the weary 
fugitives might yet bo overtaken. At the head of four thousand horse, 
in the disguise of Christian Arabs, Caled undertook the pursuit. They 
halted only for the moments of praver; and the guide had a perfect 
knowledge of the country. For a long way the footsteps of tne Da- 
mascenes w ere plain and conspicuous : they vanished on a sudden ; hut 
Ahe Saracens were comforted hy the assurance that tlie caravan had 
turned aside into the mountains, and- must speedily fall into their hands. 
In traversing the ridges of the Libanus, they endured intolerable hard- 
ships, and the sinking spirits of the veteran fanatics were supported and 
cheered by the unconquerable ardour of a lover. From a peasant of 
the country, they were informed that the emperor had sent orders to 
the c<»lon>' of exiles, to pursue without delay the road of the sea-coast, 
and of Constantinople ; apprehensive, perhaps, that the soldiers and 
people of Antioch might oe discouraged by the sight .and the story of 
their sufferings. The Saracens were <-onducted through the territories 
of G!ibala(l) and Loadicea, at a cautious distance from the w.alls of the 
cities ; the rain was incessant, the night w.as dark, a single mountain 
separated them from the Roman army ; and Caled, ever anxious for 
the safety of his brethem, whispered an ominous dream in the ear 
of his companion. With the dawn of day, the prospect again cleared, 
and they saw before them, in a pleasant valley, the tents of Damascus. 
After a short interval of repose and prayer, Caled divided his cavalry 
into four squadrons, committing the first to his faithful Derar, and 
reserving the last for himself. They successively rushed on the pro- 
miscuous multitude, insufficiently provided with ams, and already van- 
quished by sorrow and fatigue. Except a captive who was pardoned 
and dismissed, the Arabs enjoyed the satisfaction of believing that not 
a Christian of either sex escaped the edge of their scimitars. The gold 
and silver of Damascus was scattered over the camp, and a royal ward- 
robe of three hundred load of silk might clothe an army of naked Bar- 
barians. In the tumult of the battle, Jonas sought and found the object 
of his pursuit ; but her resentment was inflamed by the last act of his 
perfldy ; and as Eudocia srtuggled in his hateful embraces, she struck a 
dagger to her heart. Another female, the widow of Thomas, an » the 
real or supposed daughter of Heraclius, was sp<ared ;^nd released with- 
out a ransom ; but the generosity of Caled was the effect of his con- 
tempt ; and the haughty S.aracen insulted, by a message of defiance, the 
throne of the Ciesars. Caled had peiutrated above a hundred and fifty 
miles into the heart of the Roman nnn inco : he returned to Damascus 
with the same secrecy and speed. On the accession of Omar, the suord 
of God was removed from the comm .and ; but the caliph, who blamed 
the rashness, was compelled to applaud the vigour and conduct, of the 
enterprise. 

Another expedition of the conquerors of Damascus will equally dis- 
play their avidity and their contempt for the riches of the present world. 

(1) Thetnwnsof Gabala and Loadicea, « Inch tl.e Arabs piiesed, bUII exist in a slate of 
decay. (Maundrell, p IL, Pocock, vol. li. p. 13 ) Had not the Cbrlsttaits been oteruketi, 
they must have ( rossed the OroiUM on t^niiie bridfte in the sixteen miles between Antioch 
and the sea, .md miaht have rejoined the high io.ui of ( ousrantinopie at Ale\aiidrM. ihe 
litiueraries will represent the directions and distances, (p. 116. 14S. 581, 582. edit. WesxeLinj.) 
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They were informed that the produce and manufactures of the country 
were annually collected in the fair of Abyla,(l) about thir^ miles from 
the city ; that the cell of a devout hermit was visited at the same time 
by a multitude of pil^frims ; and that tlie festival of trade and super- 
stition would be ennobled bv the nuptials of the daughter of the gover- 
nor of Tripoli. Abdallah, the son of Jaafar, a glorious and holy martyr, 
undertook, with a banner of five hundred liorse, the pious and profitable 
commission of despoiling the infidels. As he approached the fair of 
Abyla, he was astonished by the report of the mighty concourse of Jews 
and Christians, Greeks and Armenians, of natives of Syria and of stran- 
gers of Egypt, to the number of ten thousand, besides a guard of five 
thousand horse that attended the person of the bride. The Saracens 
paused. For my own part (said Abdallah,) I dare not go back ; our 
foes are many, our dangers are great, but our reward is splendid and 
secure, either in this life or in the life to come. Let every man, ac- 
cording to his inclination, advance or retire.” Not a Mussulman 
deserted his standard. “ Lead the way, (said Abdallah to his Christian 
guide,) and vou shall see what ,the companions of the prophet can 
perfoim.” They charged in five squadrons ; but after the first advan- 
tage of the surprise, they were encompassed and almost overwhelmed 
by the multitude of their enemies ; and their valiant band is fancifully 
compared to a white spot in the skin of a black camel*(2) About the 
hour of sunset, w^hen their weapons dropped from their hands, when 
they panted on the verge of eternity, they discovered an approaching 
cloud of dust ; they heard the welcome sound of the <»?cin>,(3) jfnd they 
soon perceived the standard of Caled, who flew to their relief with the 
utmost speed of his cavalry. The Christians were broken by his attack, 
and slaughtered in their flight, as far as the river of Tripoli. They left 
behind them the various riches of the fair ; the merchandises that were 
exposed for sale, the money that was brought for purchase^ the gay de- 
corations of the nuptials, and the governor’s daughter, with forty of 
her female attendants. The fruits, provisions, and furniture, the money, 
plate, and jewels, were diligently laden on the backs of horses, asses, 
and mules ; and the holy robbers returned in triumph to Damascus. 
The hermit, after a short and angry controversy with Caled, declined 
the crown of martyrdom, and was left allvein the solitary scene of blood 
and devastation. 

Syria, (4) one of the countries that have been improved by the most 
early cultivation, is not unworthy of the preference. (5) The heat of 

(1) Dair Abil R'vdos. AAfr retrenching the last wortl^ the epithet, holyt I discovered the 
Ahila of Lyaautas bewteen Damascus aiiU Heliopolis the name (^Atnl sigtiifles a vineyard) 
Cdiuitrs uith the situaiioii to Justify iiiy conjecttiie. (Kelaiid. Palestiti. tom. i. p. .717. tuui. 

II p 525 527,) 

(2) I am bolder than Mr Ockley, fvol, i. p. 164 ) who dares not insert this figurative ex- 
pieasioii ill the text, though be observes in a marginal note, that the Arabians otteri boirow 
their siiniles from that useful and familiar diiuiial. Tiie reiu-deer may be equally famous 

III the songs of the Laplaiideis. 

(S) W'e beard the tec’dr; so the Arabs call 

'Ibelr shout of onset, when with mud appeal 
Ihey challenge hea\eii,as if dcnMiuling conquest 
this word, so foimidable iti their holy wars, is a 'Hb active (says Ockley in his index) of 
the second conjugation, from KabbarUt which signitlcs saying Alla Achar^ tied is most 
ninthly ' 

(4) III the geography of dbulfeda, the descri prion of Syria, his native countiy, is the 
II nst interesting and authentic portion It was published In Arabic and Latin, Lipsios, 
1766, ID quarto, with the learned notes of Koehler and Keiske, and some extracts o| geo- 
grupiiy and natural history from the Ihu ot Wardii. Among the iiioderii travels, Pocock's 
description of the east (of r»yria and Mesopotamia, vol. li. p. 88 - 209 ) is a work of superior 
learning and dignity ; but the author too contoiinds what lie had seen and what he had read. 

(5) Ihe praises of Dionysius are just and lively. Ka/ rri uev (Syri.i) troXKoi rc «a< oA/itot 
avfif^cv txovffty. (in Periegesi, v. 902. m tom iv Gcograph Minor. Hudson ) tn another 
place be styles the country /xoAwirToAiv atay (v 898 ) He proceeds to say, 

ituca ie 'roe \etrafitj re Kat tv^oTot erXt ro 

Mf}\a re kui Htvfifteat KOpirov offaiv V. 921, 922 

This poetical geographer lived in the age of Augustus, and his description of the worLi is 
Illustrated by the Greek commentary of fiustatiiius, who p<*id the same compliment to 
mer and Dionysius. (Fabric. Bibliot. Craec. lib. i\. c. 2 tom. iii p. 21, &c ) 
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the climate 13 tempered by the vicinity of the sea and monntnins, by 
the plenty of wood and water ; and the produce of a fertile soil aiFor<bi 
the subsistence, and encourages the propagation, of men and animals. 
From the age of David*to that of Hcraclius, the country was over- 
spread with ancient and flourishing cities : the inhabitants were numer- 
ous and wealthy ; and, after the ►low rav^age of despotism and super- 
stition, after the recent calamities of the Persian war, Syria could still 
attract and reward the rapac'ioiis tribes of the desert. A plain, of ten 
days* journey from Damascus to Alejipo and Antioch, is watered, on the 
western side, by the winding course of the Orontes. The hills of Li- 
banus and Anti-Libanus are planted from north to soutli, betw'een the 
Orontes and the Mediterranean, and the epithet of hollow (Coelesyria) 
was applied to a long and fruitful valley, which is confined in the same 
direction by the two ridges of snowy mountains.(l) Among the cities, 
which are enumerated by Greek and oriental names in the geography 
and conquest of Syria, we may distinguish Emesa or Hems, Helio- 
polis or Baalbec, the former as the meti-opolis of the plain, the latter as 
the capital of the valley. Under the last of the C«esai*s, they w'ere 
strong and populous ; the turrets glittered from afar ; an ample space 
was covered with public and private buildings ; and the citizens were 
illustrious by their spirit, or at least by their pride, by their riches, or 
at least by their luxury. In the days of Paganism, both Emesa and 
Heliopolis were addicted to the worship of Baal, or the sun ; but the de- 
cline of their superstition and splendour has been marked by a singul^ir 
variety of fortune. Not a vestige remains of the temple of Emesa, 
which was equalled in poetic style to the summit of mount Libanns,(^2) 
while the ruins of Baalbec, invisible to the writers of antiquity, excite 
the curiosity and wonder of the European traveller. ^3) The measure 
of the temple is two hundred feet in length, ana one hundred in 
breadth : the front is adorned with a double portico of eight columns ; 
fourteen may be counted on either side ; and each column, forty-five 
feet in height, is composed of three massy blocks of stone or marble. 
The proportions and ornaments of the Corinthian order express the 
architecture of the Greeks; but as Baalbec has never been the scab of 
a monarch, we are at a loss to conceive how the expense of these mag- 
nificent structures could be supplied by private or municipal liberality. (4) 
From the conquest of Damascus the Saracens proceeded to Heliopolis 
and Emesa ; but I shall decline the repetition of the sallies and combats 
w'hich have been already shewn on a large scale. In the prosecution of 
the war, their policy was not less effectual than their sword. By short 
and separate truces they dissolved the union of the enemy ; accus- 
tomed the Sju’ians to compare their friendship with their* enmity; 
familiarized the idea of their language, religion, and manners ; and ex- 

(1) The topogiAphy of the Libaniis and Aiiti-Ltbanns, it exceiictilly dctcribed ./> tti« 
learning and sense of Kclaiid (Paiestlii. tom. 1 , p. 311 — 3 ^,) 

hiiie^ia; fastigia '^elta renident 

Nain I'llfiJsa lolo latut cxpiical ; ac siibit auras 
Tnriiinit til coelum iiiteiilibiis * iiicola clans 
eui sitiiiiiii acult , . . . 

rienniiic ihitiimicomo devoti peciora soli 
Vti.ini a*(nuiit 1 ibanus fiondosa caciimina (ui'get 
Kt laaieii liis ceitant celsifastiyia templi. 

These verses of the Latin veisioii of Kufiis Avienas are waiitiiiq; in the Orcek otigirial of Oio- 
iivsins; and since they ate likewise unnoticed by Eiisiathiiis, I niiiKt, with lahiiriiis () iblot 
Latin, tom m p. 155. edit, brncsiij and at^aintt Salinasins, (ad Voplscom, p. 3C6, 567. in 
Hist August.) ascribe them to the fancy latlei than to the MSS. of /ivieiitis 

(5) I am much better mibSed with Maumlielt’s alight octavo (Joiiincy, p. 134—139 ) than 
with the pompons fo'io of Dr. Pocuck ; (Descripti >11 of the fast, vol ii. p. 106—113.) but 
every piecedlng account is eclipsed by tbe iiiagiiitfceiit descripiion and drawings of M, itj. 
Dawkins and W'ood, who have transported into Enitlaiid the riniis of raiiiiyia and Baalbec. 

(4) ihe oitentals explain the prodiity by a tievcr>lailitjg expedient. Ihe edifices of Baab 
bee were constructed by tbe fames or ihe genii (Hist deTitnour Uec. ton., in iib. v. c. 33 . 
p. .311, 312. Voyage d’Otter, tom i. p. 8.3.) with less absurdity, but with equal ignorance, 
Abiilteda and Ihn Chuiikel atcn>)e iliem to the .Sabasans or Aaditcs. Non sunt in omul 3yiia 
»/liflcia magnificeiitior-i bi«. ( I abnU syiim, p. 105.) 
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cities mrHch they ret^eS to They ej^evi4;ed the ifatiaom of 

the more wealthy or the mOfeobf^iiAte; aoa CSiilcIs alone we# taxed e« 
five thousand ounces of gold, d^e thousand ouiuses of silver, . two iheu*» 
sand robes of silk, and as many fifff and olives as would load dve thou^ 
sand asses. But the terms of truce or capitida^oo were iaithfnlly 
observed ; and the lieutenant of the CHli)>li, who had promised not to 
enter the widls of the C£^tive Baalbec, reihained tranquih and kumnve*^ 
able in bis tent till the jarring factions solicited the inter^MMttiion of a 
foreign master. The conquest of the plain and valW of Syria wi^ 
achieved in less timn two years. Yet the commander <h the faitliful re-* 
proved tiie slownesas of their progress, and the Sarricens, bewailing their 
fault.-witli tears of rage and repentance, called aloud on their chi^s to 
lead them forth to fight the battles of .the Lonl. In a recent action, un-* 
der the walls of Bmesa, an Arabian youth, the cousin of Caled, was 
heard aloud to exclaini- 7 -'‘ Methinks Y see the black-eyed girls looking 
upon me ; one of whom, should she afipear in tills world,, all mankinu 
'' would die for love of her. , And I see in the hand of one of them, a 
bandkerciiief of green silk, and a cap of precious stones, and she be^-. 
ons me, and calls out, Come hither quickly, for I love thee/' With 
these words charging the Christians, he made havoc whei’ever he went," 
till observed at length by the governor of Hems, he ivas struck Uirough 
with a javelin. • 

It was incumbent on the Saracens to exert the full powers of Ibeir va- 
lour and enthusiasm against the forces of the emperor, who was tau^it 
by repeated losses, that the rovers of the desert had undertaken, and 
would speedily achieve, a regular and permanent conouest. JF*rom the 
provinces of Europe and Asia, foursiM>re thousand soloiers w'ere trans- 
ported by sea and land to Antiodi and Cmsarea : tiie light troops of the 
army consisted of sixty thousand Christian Arabs of the tribes of Otiesaiu 
Un<ler the banner of Jabalah, the last of their princes, they mmhed in 
the van ; and it was a maxim of the Greeks, that, for tho purpose of 
cutting diamond, a diamond was the most edectual. Heradius withheld 
his person from the dangers of the field ; but his presumption, or per- 
haps his despondency, suggested a peremplorj'' order, that the fate of 
the province and the war should be deluded by a single battle- The Sy- 
rians vrere attached to tlie standard of Rome and of the cross ; but tno 
noble, the citizen, the peasant, were exasperated by the. injustlce aDd 
cruelty of a licentious host, who oppressed them as subjects, and de« 
spised them as strangers and aliens.CI) A report of these mighty-pre- 
paratious was conveyed to the Saracens in tlieir camp of Emesa and 
the chiefs, though resolved to fight, assembled a council : the faith of 
Abu Obcidah would have expected on the same spot the glory of mar- 
tyrdom ; the wisdom of Caled Hd\iscd an honourable retreat to the 
RKirts of Palestine and Arabia, where they might await the succours' of 
their friends, and the attack of the unbelievers. A speedy messenger 
soon returned fioin the throne of Medina, with the blessings of Omar 
and AH, the prayers of the widow s of the prophet, and a reinforcement 
of eigh/ thousand Mo.slcms. In their way tJiey overturned a detach- 
ment of Greeks, and when they joined at Yermuk, the camp of their 
brethren, they found the pleasing intelligence, 'that Caled had already 
defeated and scattered the Christian Arabs of the tribe of Gassan. In 
the neighbourhood of Bosra, the springs of mount Hermon descend in a 
torrent to the plain of Decapolis, or ten cities , and the Hierom.ax, a 
name which has been corrupted to '^'ermuk, is lost after a sliort course 
in thelake ofTiberias.(9) The banks of this obscure stream -w ere il- 

(l> I have read ftometrliere hi TrcUki, or Orotius, SHbjectoi tniheiu ttnq< etii sao». ^iIqr 
U uqiMim alieiioe. Some Greek ofllcers ravished the wife, and murUrred the child, of their 
Sjrrian laoillord ; and MRitUel smiled at his uiulutllul coniplalnt. 

<e) Sec Rtland, Pilestiae, tom i. p. STS. ZS3. toid. il. p. 779 775. This icarued rrafeesot 

Yol. III. H h 
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IcKtrated bf a long and bloodv encounter. On tliie moineiitoiis oeeai^on, 
the puUio voice^ and the modesty of Abu Obeidah> restored the com- 
mand to the most deserving of the Mofelems. Caled assumed his station 
in the fronts his colkague was posted in the rear, that the disorder of 
the fugitives might be (dieeked by his venerable aspect and the sight of 
the ymlow banner which Mahomet had displayed before the w^ls of 
ChaiW. The last line was occupied by the sister of Derar^ with the 
Arabian women who had enlisted in this holy war, who were accustomed 
to wield the bow and the lance, and who in a moment of captivity had 
defended, against the uncircumcised ravishers, their chastity and reli« 
giQii.^1) The exhortation of the general was brief and forcible. ''Pa- 
** radise is before you, the devil and hell-iire in your rear," Vet such 
was the weight of the Roman cavalry, that the right win^ of the Arabs 
was broken and separated irom the main body. Thrice did they retreat 
in disorder, and thrice were they driven back to the charge by the re- 
proaches and blows of the women. In the intervals of action, Abu Obe- 
idah visited the tents of his brethren, prolonged their repose by repeat- 
ing at once the prayers of two different hours ; bound up tbeir wounds 
with his own h'mds, and administered the comfortable reflection, that 
the infidels partook of their suffering without partaking of their reward. 
Four thousand and thirty of the Moslems were buri^ in the field of 
battle ; and the hkill of the Armenian archers enabled seven hundred to 
boast that tliey had lost an eye in that meritorious service. The vete- 
rans of the Syrian war acknowledged that it was the hardest and most 
doubtful of the days which they had seen. But it was likewise the most 
decisive : many thousand of the Greeks and Syrians fell by the swords 
of the Arabs ; many were slaughtered after the defeat, in the woods and 
mountains ; many, by mistaking the ford, were drowned in the waters of 
the Yermw ; and however the loss may be magnified, (2} the Christian 
writers confess and bewail the bloody punishment of their sins.(3) Manuel 
the Homan general, was either killed at Damascus, or took refuge in 
the monastery of mount Sinai. An exile in the Byzantine court, Jaba- 
lah lamented the manners of Arabia, and his unlucky preference of the 
Christian CBuse.(4*} He had once inclined to the profession of Islam ; 
but in the pilgrimage of Mecca, Jabalah was provoked to strike one of 
bis bretliren, and fled with amazement from the stem and equal justice 
of the caliph. The victorious Saracens enjoyed at Damascus a mon^ 
of pleasure and repose : the spoil was diviaed by the discretion of Abu 
Obeidab : an equal share was allotted to a soldier and to his horse ; and 
a doable portion was reserved for the noble coursers of the Arabian 
breed. 

After the battle of Yennuk, the Roman army no longer appeared in 

eqml to the task of desciitltii? the Holy Land, «uice he was alike conversant wah Greek 
.uid latin, with Hebrew and Arabian liter.it»re The Yermnk, o llierouia\t is i need by 
< ellallna (Geogiapb. Antiq tom li p. 393 ) and d’itiville (Oeot raphte Aticietiue, tom ii. 
p ). Tbe Arabs and even Abirlfeda biuiself, do not seem to ircogiitst the scetie of tbetr 
victor}. 

(1) These wotnc) were of the tnbe of the Hiiiiiyantes, who derived tbeir origin fiom tbe 
ancient Amalekifee»< Iheir females ueie acciisiumed to nde on borseback, and to fight like 
lAti Amazons Of old COckley, vol. i, p 67 ) % 

(8) We killed of them, sajv Aim Oheidah to the caiipli, one hundied and fiAy thousand, 
and made prtboneis fuity thousand (Ockley, vol i p. 311 ) I caiiint dinibt las \er3rity, 
nor believe bis coinpiitatioii, J must suspect th it Ibi irahic lastoruns indulged rheiustlves 
111 tbe pi iLticeof composing tpeei lies and letuis ioi thetr ber< i s 
(?) Altcrdt|>loiinglli«sinsotthi (hrictiaus llieopliantsadds (. hron utraph p 276 ) uvctrr^ 

A tf fffuxof TviTTiuv fifxm 'rov\uoifT if \f> /rrojf t-ut 'ftpen-ai wtivTij ixofuf wTavi? roj 

VMpamov x,Tffar > *1 Kara to 1 a/ii6ai \» yj) (lU i s he ineiii Airi adln 'f) kw hov, xai Ttjv 
ci^ev’fjiov ^iftaToxvnaif, HH account Is briei <tn i obscure, but be acci ses tbe numbers of 
the enemy, the advcise wind, and the c'oiid of dii^t /i j ?ti ^eyrt i (the Romans) avnirpoir* 
tatTrtjaot eta tok KoytyoroOf t/TTev^rai, kmi tairoiv jiWevTtS tt9 ret fl' 7 €Woio«r reu 

i4ppox^^* OT ft V Chu airto\ui TO ttf Atj)/ (< hlOltOgMlill p 280) 

(4j sec Abalfeda (Annal MoFilrtn p. 70, 71 ) who transcribes the poetical complaint of Ja> 
baiali liiiiiHtli, and Home p'ltiiif^rical strai t% ot an liahian piei, (o nijora tbe thief ofOisssti 
sent from Coiistaiuinopk a gtU ot five liuudttd { itces < t gold by the batidsof tbe ai<ibaitador» 
of Omar. 
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the field ; and the Saracens securely choose amon^ the? fortified 
towns of Syria, the first object of their attack* They eonsnlted the ca^ 
liph whether they should march to Ctesarea or Jerusalem ; and the ad- 
of Ali determined the immediate siege of the latter. To a profane 
eye, Jerusalem was the first or second capital of Palestine ; but after 
Mecca and Medina, it was revered and visited by tbe devout Moslems, 
as the temple of the holy Land, which had been sanctified by the reve- 
lation of hloses, of Jesus, and of Maliomet himself. The son of Abu 
Sophian was sent with five thousand Arabs to try the first experiment 
of surprise or treaty ; but on the eleventh day, the town was invested by 
the whole force of Abu Obeidah. He addressed the customary summons 
to the chief commanders and people of Health and happiness 

to every one that follows the right wav I we require of you to testify 
that there is but one God, and that Mahomet is his apostle. If you 
refuse this, consent to pay tribute, and be under us forthwith, Other- 
wise I shall bring men against you w'ho love death better than you do 
" the drinking of wine or eating hog' s flesh. Nor w'ill I ever stir from 
you, if it pTeasie God, tiU I liave destroyed those that fight for you, 
** and made slaves of your children.” But the city was defended on every 
side by deep valleys and steep ascents ; since the invasion of Syria, the 
walls and towers had beeu anxiously restored ; the bravest of the fugi- 
tives of Yermuk had stopped in the nearest place of refuge ; and in the 
defence of tlie sepulchre of Christ, the natives and strangers might feel 
some sparks of the enthusiasm which so fiercely glow^ed In the bosoms 
of the Saracens. The siege of Jerusalem lasted four months f not 
a day was lost without some action of sally or assault; the military 
engines incessahtlv played from tbe rampaxts ; and the inclemency of 
the winter was still more painful and destructive to the Arabs. The 
Christians yielded at length to the perseverance of the besiegers. The 
patriarch Sophronius appeared on the walls, and by the voice of an inter- 
preter, demanded a conference. After a vain attempt to dissuade the 
lieutenant of the caliph from his impious enterprize, he prc^iosed, in 
the name of the people, a fair capitulation, wi^ this ^traordinary 
clause, that the articles of security should be ratified by the authority 
and presence of Omar himself. The question was debated in the coun- 
cil of Medina ; the sanctity of the place, and the advice of AU, per-* 
suaded the caliph to gratify the wishes of his soldiers and enemies, and 
the simplicity of his journey is more illustrious than the royal pageants 
of vanity and oppression. The conqueror of Persia and Syria was 
mounted on a red camel, which carried, besides his person, a bag of 
corn, a bag of dates, a wooden di^h, and a leather bottle of water. 
Wherever he halted, the company, without distinction, was invited to 
partake of his homely fare, ana tlie repast was consecrated by tbe prayer 
and exhortation of the commander of the faith ful.C*?) But in this expe- 
dition or pilgrimage, his power was exercised in the administration of 
justice ; he reformed the licentious polygamy of the Arabs, relieved ih^ 
tributaries from extortion and cruelty, and chastised the luxury of the 
Saracens, by despoiling them of their rich silks, and dragging them on 
their faces in the dirt. When ho came within sight of Jerusalem, the 
caliph cried with a loud voice, — God is victorious. O Lord, give us 
"an easy conquest I” and pitching his tent of coarse hair, calmly seated 
himself on the ground. After signing the capitulation, he entered the 
city without fear or precaution ; and courteouidy discoursed with the 

(1) III the D.iiTJPof the city, the prafai-t' prevallf'd over the facred; Jeru^afem was tiiona 
to ‘ devout Cliri^tiaiib (hnaeb. de Calest c tv ) ; but the lejt-i) •iiid popular appel 

latlou 01 i a (the coloii> of /t htis Haurieiiiu^^ has pas«i‘d ti.ut. jIm Kotno-.s to the Aruba 
rKotaud, i’fiicFt u tniii I p t?07. lom ii p tfSi. D’neibelot, nihiodo’qtie Oilc’iUlo, fWj, 
p. 269 /HUf p 4200- Ihe epithet oi the Holy, is used aa the prv>|ier name olT 

Jerueatefn 

(Z) Tli^* sio«nlar journr> ai.d equipage or Omar are described (bi'sides CcKloi', vol. i. p. 
*50.) by Murtadt tiller do I’ll^pts, p. 200— ’i02.) 
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patriarch concervdng its religious antiquities.(l) Sophronius bowed 
Wore his new master^ and secretly muttered. In the words of Daniel,^ 
** The abomination of desolation is in the holy place/'(^) hour 

of prayer they stood together in the church of the resurrection ; hui the 
caliph refused to pertbrm his devotions, and contented himself with 
praying on the steps of the church of Constantine. To the patriarch 
be ais^osed his prudent and honourable motive. Had 1 yielded,’' i^d 
Omar, to your request, the Moslems of a future age would have in- 
" fringed the treaty, under colour of imitating my example.^* By his 
command the ground of the temple of Solomon was prepared for the 
foundation of a mosch;(3) and, during a residence of ten days, he re- 
gulated the present and future state of his Syrian conquests. Medina 
mi^t be je^ous, lest the calmh should be detained by the sanctity of 
Jerusalem or the beauty of Damascus ; her apprehensions were dis- 
pelled by his prompt and voluntary return to the tomb of the apostle.(i) 
To achieve what yet remained of the Syrian war, the cidiph had 
formed two separate armies ; a chosen detachment, under Amrou and 
Yezid, was left in the camp of Palestine ; while the larger division, 
under the star dard of Abu Obeidah and Caled, marched away to the 
north against Anldoch and Aleppo. The latter of these, the Beresa of 
the Greeks, was not yet illustrious as the capitd of a province or a king- 
dom ; and the inhabitants, by anticipating their submission, and plead- 
ing their poverty, obtained a moderate composition for their lives and 
religion. But the castle of Aleppo, (5^ distinct from the city, stood 
erect on a lofty artificial mound : the sides were sharpened to a preci- 

g ice, and faced with free-stone ; and the breadth of the ditch might be 
lied with water from the neighbouring springs. After the loss of three 
thousand men, the garrison was still equal to the defence ; and Youkin- 
na, their valiant and hereditary chief, had murdered his brother, a holy 
monk, for daring to pronounce the name of peace. In a siege of four 
or five months, the hardest of the Syrian war, great numbers of the Sa- 
racens were killed and wounded : their removal to the distance of a mile 
could not seduce the vigilance of Youkinna : nor could the Christians 
be terrified by the execution of three hundred captives, whom they be- 
headed before the castle wall. The silence, and at lenjrth the com- 
plaints, of Abu Obeidah informed the caliph, that their nope and pa- 
tience were consumed at ^he foot of this impregnable fortress. I am 
variously affected,” replied Omar, “ by the difference of your success ; 
** but I charge you by no means to raise the siege of the castle. Your 
retreat would diminish the reputation of our arms, and encourage 
the infidels to fall upon you On all sides, llcmain before Aleppo till 


(1) The Arabs lioast of an old prophecy preserved at Jernsalem, and desert bing the imuie* 

the lelisioii. snd the person of otiiar, the future conqueror. By such arts the are said 
to have soothed the pride of their foreign masters, Cyrus and Alcvauder (Joseph. Ant- Jud. 
Iln. xi C. 1. 8. p 579-582.). ^ 

(2) To fiStKvy/xa cptifiotre^ to pt^tv lita. rov “irpo^iyirov tartuv w TOTttuvYiWm 

Tbeophait. Chroiiugraph. p. 281. This prediction, which had atr^dy served for Aiitiochos 
and the Koinans, was again iifltted for the princiit occasion, by the economy of Sophroulus, 
one of tlie dee|i«st tUeohtgians of the Monotbellte controversy. 

(3) According to the accurate survey of d’Auville (')issertatloti siir I’aiicleiine Jernsalem, 
p. 42—34 ), the inosch of Omar, enlarged and embHIislied hy succeeding caiipbs, entered the 
ground of the ancient teniple ^<ir*»\aiov rov fxtyaXov vaov fiairbiov, says Phocas), a length of 
two hundred and mtacn, a hreadtli of one hundred aud seventy tWo, tai\es, 1'be Nubuni 
geographer deciaies, iliai this inagiiidLeiit struclnre was second «>nty in use and beauty to the 
gieat iimscli of Cordt^a (p 115 ), whose present state Mr. Swinburne has so elegauUy repro. 
senieil (riavels into bpaiu, p 290-502.). 

(4) uf the many Arabic uiiklis or chroiilrles of Jerusalem (d'Herhelot, p. 8C7)» Ockley 
fouud one among the Poiocks M.S8 ol Oxford (voL i. p 257.), which he has used to supply 
the defective narrative of Al Wakidl. 

(5) The Persian historian of limnr (tom. fii. llh. 5. e. sxl p 500) describes the csbUe of 
Aleppo as touiided «ii a rock one haodred cubits in height; a proof, says the French trails, 
lotor, that be iMd never visited the place. It is now in the midst of the city, of no ktrength, 
with a single gate : the circuit is about live or six hundred pates, aud the ditch half full of 
stagnant waiei (Voy.iges de i avvrntei , torn, i p. 149. Pocock, vol. ii. part 1. p. I.W.), I'he 
fortresses of tne east are conteuipiib*e to an European eye. 
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** God shall detennine the event, and forage witii your horae round the 
** adjacent country/' The exhortation of the commander of the faithful 
was fortified by a supply of volunteers from all the trihes of ArMkia, 
who arrived in the camp on horses or camels. Among these was Dames, 
of a servile birth, but of gigi^tic size, and intrepid resolution. The 
forty-seventh day of his service, he proposed, with only thirty men, to 
make an attempt on the castle. The experience and testimony of Caled 
recommended his offer ^ and Abu Obeidah admonished his brethren not 
to despise the baser origin of Dames, since he himself, could he relin* 

2 ui 8 h the public care, would cheerfully serve under the banner of the 
lave. His design was covered by the appearance of a retreat ; and the 
camp of the Saraicens was pitched about a league from Aleppo. The 
thirty adventurers lay in ambush at the foot of the hill ; and Dames at 
length succeeded in his inquiries, though he was provoked by the igno* 
ranee of his Greek captives. . God curse these dogs,'' said the iliite- 
rate Arab, " what a strange barbarous language they speak !" At the 
darkest hour of the night he scaled the most accessible height, which he 
had diligently surveyed, a place where the stones were less entire, 'or 
the slope less perpendicular, or the ^ard less vigilant. Seven of the 
stoutest Saracens mounted on each otner’s shoulders, and the weight of 
the column was sustained on the broad and sinewy' back of the ^gantio 
slave. The foremost, in this painful ascent could grasp and dimb the 
lowest part of the battlerncmts ; they silently stabbed and cast down the 
sentinels ; and the thirty brethren, repeating a pious ejaculation, O 
apostle of God, help and deliver us I" were successively drawn up 
W the long folds of their turbans. With bold and cautious footsteps. 
Dames explored the palace of the governor, who celebrated in riotous 
merriment, the festival of his deliverance. From thence returning to 
his companions, he assaulted on the inside the entrance of the castle. 
They overpowered the guard, unbolted the gate, let down the draw- 
bridge, and defended the narrow pass, till the arrival of Caled, with the 
dawn of day, relieved their danger and assured their conquest. You- 
kinna, a formidable foe, became an active and useful pro8el3rte ; and the 

g eneral of the Saracens expressed his regard for the most humble merit, 
y detaining the army at Aleppo till Dames was cured of his honourable 
wounds. The capital of Syria was stiU covered by the castle of Aazaz 
and the iron bridge of the Orontes. After the loss of these important 
posts, and the defeat of the last of the Roman armies, the luxury of 
Antioch(l) trembled and obeyed. Her safety was ransomed with three 
hundred thousand pieces of gold ; but the throne of the successors of 
Alexander, the seat of the Roman government in the east, which had 
been decorated by Caesar with the titles of free, and holy, and inviolate, 
was degraded under the yoke of the caliphs to the secondary rank a 
provincial town .( 2 ) 

In the life of Heraclius, the glories of the Persian war are clouded on 
either hand by the disgrace and weakness of his more early and his later 
days. When the successors of Mahomet unsheathed the sword of war 
and religion, he was astonished at the boundlep prospect of toil and 
danger ; his nature was indplent, nor could the infirm and frigid age of 
the emperor be kindled to a second effort. The sense of shame, ana the 

• 

(t) The dace of the conqneti of Anltoch by the Arabs !• of aome importance By com. 
parins cbe years of ttie world in the chronograpby of Tbeophanes with the years of the Htffira 
itf the liistory of LItnacin, we shall determine, that It was taken between January 33 and Sep. 
tember 1, of the year of ebrUt C38 (Hagi, Critics, in Baron. Aiinal. tom. ii p. SJ3, S13.). Al 
Wakidi (Ockley, vol i. p. 3li.) assigns that event to Tuesday, August 91, an inconsistent 
date : since Easter fell that year on April 5, the Slat of August must have been a fr'ridiy (See 
the tables of the Art de Verifier les Dates 

(f) His bounteous edict, which tempted the grateful city to assume the victory of PharMiia 
fora perpetual era, is given ev Av*rcox «9 •vp Kqt <twX4|», aai ccurevo/u^, 

t<ut apxQwrp teat rrp0ft«t0r/pt.vn t tit avar John Mslsla, In Chron p 91. ^it. ^euet. We 
may distinguish his authenric inforniation of domestic Bicta from bis gross ignorance cf 
general history. 
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importunities of the Syrians, prevented his hasty departure from t!ie 
scene of action ; but the hero was no more ; and the loss of Damascus 
and Jerusalem, the bloody fields of Aiznadin and Yermuk, may be im- 
puted in some de^e to the absence or misconduct of the sovereign. 
Instead of d^f^nding the sepulchre of Christ, he inrolved the church 
and state in a metaphysical cojr^troversy for the unity of his will ; and 
while Heraclius crowned the offspring of hi^ s^nd nuptials, he was 
tamely stripped of the most valuable part of their inheritance. In the 
cathedral or Antioch, in the presence of the bishops, at the foot of the 
crucifix, he bewailed the sins of the prince and people ; but his confes- 
sion instructed the world, that it was -v'ain, and perhaps impious, to 
resist the judgment of God. l‘he Saracens were invincible in fact, since 
they were invincible in opinion ; and the desertion of Youkinna, his false 
repentance and repeated perfidy, might justify the suspicion of the em- 
peror, that he was encom^ssed* by traitors and apostates, who conspired 
to betr^ hrs person and their country to the enemies of Clirist. In the 
hour of adversity, his su^^erstition * was agitated by the omens and 
dreams of a falling crown ; and, after bidding an eternal farewell to 
Syria, he secretly embarked with a few attendants, and absolved the 
faith of his subjects (1) Constantine, his eldest son, had been stationed 
With forty thousand men at Caesarea, the civil metropolis of the three 
provinces of Palestine. But his private interest recalled him to the By- 
zantine court ; and, after the flight of his father, he felt himself an un- 
equal champion to the united fojve of the caliph. Ilis vanguard was 
boldly attached by three hundred Arabs, and a thousand black slaves, 
who, in the depth’ of winter, had chnibod the snowy mountains of Liba- 
nus, and who were speedily followed by the victorious squadrons of 
Caled himself. From the north and south the troops of Antioch and 
Jerusalem advanced along the sea-shore, till their banners were joined 
under the walls of the Phoenician cities : Tripoli and Tyre were be- 
trayed ; and a fleet of fifty transports, which entered without distrust 
the captive harbours, brought a seasonable supply of arms and provi- 
sions to the camp of the Saracens. Their labours were terminated by 
the unexpccited surrender of Ctesarea : the Roman prince had embarked 
in the night ;(2) and the defenceless citizens solicited their pardon with 
an offering of two hundred thousand pieces of gold. The remainder of 
the province, Ramlah, Ptolemais or Achre, Sichem or Neapolis, Gaza, 
Asc^lon, Berytus, Sidoii, Gabala, Laodicea, Apanica, llierapolis, no 
longer presumed to dispute the will of the conqueror : and Syria bowed 
under the sceptre of the caliphs seven hundred years after Pompey had 
decoded the last of the Macedonian kings.(3) 

The sieges and battles pf six campaigns nad conMimcd many thou- 
sands of the Moslems. They died with the reputation and the cheer- 
fulness of martyrs ; and the simplicity of their faith may U* expressed 
in the words of an Arabiq^ youth, when he embjac^d, for the last time, 
his sister and mother. ' Is it not” said he, the delicacies of Syria, or 
the fading delights of this world, tliat has prompted me to devote my 
life in the cause of religion } But 1 seek tlte iavoiir of God and his 

O) s«« Ocklcy (vol. I. p. SOS—.IIS.), who laufEhs it the credtility of his antfaor. When 
H«‘racliiis bide fireweli to bjna, Sjim et iiUiinMin vale be propbeiJed that the Romms 
should never re-enter the province till the hirllt of an child, tbe future scourge 

of the empire. Abiilfeda, p. €8. I am perfectly Ignorant of the seuse, or nonsense, 

of this prediction. 

III the loose and obscure cbrmiolostr of the times, I am guided hy an authentic record 
(ip the book of Ceremonies of Constantine Porphyrogenitus), which reniflea that June 4, 
A. p. aid, the einper«»r crowned bis yomiser stm Heraclius in tbe prr&erce of his eldest Con. 
stamiiie, and Jn the palace of Constautinople : that Jaiin.<ry 1, A. D 639. thero}al procession / 
Visited I be great church, and «)ii the fourth of tbe same month the blppodr.tnie. 

(3) Sivty.dve years b^ore Christ, Spria Poiitnsque iboDumeirta snnt ( la Poinpcii virtittls 
(Veil. Paterciil S. 38 ), rather of bis fortune and power : be adjudged Syria to he a Roioan 
province, and tbe last of tbe Stieuddes were incapable of diawlng a awiird in the defence of 
their patrimony (Sea the onginal tens collected by Usher. Aiinal p 420 ). 



OF THB ROMAN EMPIRE. 471 

'' i» 09 tle ; and J have heard^ from one of the companions of the prophet, 
" that the spirits of the maityw will be lodged in the crops of green 
birds, who shall taste the fruits, and drink of the rivers of paradise. 
" Farewell, we shall meet again among the groves and fountains which 
" God has provided for his elect/' The faithful captives might etrerciso 
a passive and more arduous resolution ; and a cousin of Mahomet is ce- 
lebrated for refusing, after an abstinence of three days, the wine and 
pork, the only nounshmeiit that was allowed by the malice of the infi- 
dels. The-frailtjr of some weaker brethren exasperated the implamble 
spirit of fanaticism ; and th^ father of Amer deplored, in pathetic 
strains, the ^ostady and damnation of a son, who had' renounced the 
promises of dod, and the intercession of the prophet, to occupy, with 
the priests and deacons, the lowest mansions of hell. The more fortu- 
nate Arabs, who survived the war, and persevered in the faith, were re- 
strained by their abstemious leader from the abuse of prosperity. After 
a refresbment of three days, Abu Obeidah withdrew his troops from the 
pernicious contagion of the luxury of Antioch, and assurea the cali|di 
that their religion and virtue could only he preserved by the hard dis- 
cipline of poverty and labour. But the virtue of Omar, however rigor- 
ous to himself, was kind and liberal to his brethren. After a just tri- 
bute of praise and thanksgiving, he dropped a tear of compassion ; and, 
sitting down on the ground, wrote an answer, in which he mildly cen- 
sured the severity of his lieutenant, God*' said the successor of the 
prophet, ^^has not forbidden the use of tlie good things of this world ta 
faithful men, and sudi as have performed good works. Therefore *ycn 
** ought to have given them leave to rest themselves, and part^e freriy 
** of those good things which the country afibrdeth. If any of the Sara- 
cens have no families in Arabia, they may marry in Syria ; and who-’ 
soever of them wants arty female slaves, he may purchase as many as 
he hath occasion for,*’ The conquerors prejpared to use, or to abuse, 
this gracious oermission ; but the year of their triumph was marked by 
a mortality oi men and cattle ; ami twenty-five thousand Saracens were 
snatched away from the possession of Syria. The death of Abu Obei- 
dah might be lamented by the Christians ; but his brethren recollected 
that he was one of the ten elect, whom the prophet had named as the 
heirs of paradise.(l) Caled survived his brethren about three years; 
and the tomb of the sword of God is shewn in the neighbourhood of 
Emessa. His valour, which founded in Arabia and Syria the empire of 
the caliphs, was fortified by the opinion of a special providence ; and as 
long as he wore a cap, which had been blessed by Al^omet, he deemed 
himself invulnerable amidst the darts of the infidels. 

The place of the first conquerors was supplied by a new generation 
of their children and countrymen : Syi’ia became the seat and support 
of the house of Onimiyah ; and the revenue, the soldiers, the ships of 
that powerful kingdom, were consecrated to enlarge on every side the 
empire of the caliphs. But the Saracens despise a superfluity of fiime ; 
ard their historians scarcely condescend to mention the subordinate 
conquests which are lost in the splendour and rapidity of their victori- 
ous career. To the north of Syria, they passed mount Taurus, and re- 
duced to their obedience the province of Cilicia, with its capital Tarsus, 
the ancient monument of the Assyrian kings. Beyond a second ridge 
of the same mountains, they spread the flame of war, rather tlian tlie 
light of religion, as far as the shores of the Eiixine and the neighbour- 
hood of Constantinople. To the east they advanced to the banks and 

(O Abulfeda, Annal. Moslem, p 73. Mahomet conW artfully vary the praises of his disci* 
plea. Of Omar he was accustomed to say, that if a prophet could arise after himself. It 
would be Omar : and that In a general caUuilty, Omar would be acrepted by the divine justice 
(Otkiey, vol, i, p U2i ) 
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TOtirces of the Euphrates and Tigris :(t) -the lon^ disputed baFrieir of 
Itorae and Persia was for ever confounaed ; the walls of Edessa and 
Amida^ of Dura and Nisibis^ which had resisted the arms and eng^es 
of Sapor or Nushirvan^ were levelled in the dust : and the holy city of 
Abgarus might vainly produce the epistle of the image of C/hnst to an 
unbelieving conqueror. To the west the Syrian kingdom is bounded by 
the sea ; and the ruin of Aradus^ a small island or peninsula on the 
coasts was postponed during ten years. But the nills of Libanus 
abounded in timber^ the trade of Phcenicia was populous in mariners ; 
and a fleet of seventeen hundred barks was » equipped and manned by 
the natives of the desert. The imperial na^ of the Romans fled before 
them from the Pamphylian roc’ks to the -Hellespont ; but the spirit of 
the emperor;^ a grandson of Heraclius^ had been subdued before the 
combat by a dream and a pun.(S) The Saracens rode masters of the 
sea ; and the islands of Cyprus^ Rhodes^ and the Cyclades^ were suc- 
ces^ully exposed to their rapacious visits. Three hundred years be* 
fore the Christian Cra^ the memoralde^ though fruitless^ siege of 
Rhodes^O) byJDemetrius^ had furnished that maritime republic with 
the materials r nd the subject of a trophy. A gigantic statue of Apollo, 
or the sun, seventy cubits in height, was erected at the entranced the 
harbour, a monument of the freedom and the arts of Greece. After 
standing fifty-six years, the colossus of Rhodes was overthrown by an 
earthquake ; but the massy trunk and huge fragments, lay scattered 
eight centuries on the groiirid, fuid are often described as one of the 
wonders of the ancient world. Th^^y were collected by the diligence of 
the Saracens and b(dd to a Jev^ish merchant of Edessa, who is said to 
have laden nine hundred camels witli the weight of the brass metal : an 
enormous weight, though we should include the hundred' colossal 
figures, (4) and the three thousand statues, which adorned the prosperity 
of the city of the sun. 

' II. The conquest of Egypt may be explained by the character of the 
victorious Saracen, one of the first of his nation, in an age when the 
meanest of the brethren was exalted above his nature by the spirit of 
enthusiasm. The birth of Amrou M'^as at once base and Illustrious : his 
mother, a notorious prostitute, was unable to decide among five of the 
Korcish ; but the xiroof of resemblance adjudged the child to Aasi, the 
oldest of her lo\crs.(5) The youth of Amrou was impelled by the pas- 
sioiiif and prejudices of his kindred : bis poetic genius was exercised in 
satirical verses against the person and doctrine of Mahomet ; his dex> 
terity was employed by the reigning faction to pursue the religious 
exiles who Iiad taken refuge in the court of the Ethiopian king.(6) 
Yet he returned' from this embassy a secret proselyte ; his reason or 

(1) A\ Wftlkidi b«d Ukewtse ivntten a bistor)' of the conquest of Dlarb^lr, or Mesn|Miainiii« 
(Ockley, at the end of the second \ol.) nblch onr uiteipicteu do nut appear to .lave seen. 
The rbroiiicle of Dionysius of lelinar, tbe Jacobite patrurcli, rre^rda ibe taking of Edessa, 
A» D. 637. and of Dura A. D. 641; (Asseniati. Itibliot. orient tofti. li. p 103 ) and the a^ 
teiitive may glean some doubtful infonnaiion from ibe Cbronogitiphy <if Tbcophaiies (p. 
S85— 267.) Mutt of tbe towns of Mesopotamia yielded by surrender. ( Abniiibarag. p 118.) 

(9) He dreamt that he was at Ibessaluiiica— a barn less and unmeanii.g vision; but hli 
soothsayer or bis cowardice understood the sure omen of a dedmt concealed in that iiiauspi* 
cions word^See aWut vmijv. Give to another the victory. ('I heopban. p. 986, Eouras, tom ii. 
lib. aiv p. 88.) 

{3) Every passage and every fact that relates tn tbe ibie, ibe cify, and the tolossns of Rhodes, 
are compiled in the lairorious treatise of Metfrsius, who has bestowed tbe same diligence on 
tbe two larger Islands of Crete and Cyprus, see lu the third volume of bis works, tbe 
Hkodusot Meurshis. (hb. I c 1.5. p. 7l3-71t)} Ihc nyzaiitine writers, Thcopimnes and 
Conkatitine, have igiioraiitiy pioloii^ed the term tn one tiionaand three bniidred and siKtj 
years, and ridiculously divide the weight amoiif^ iblity thousand camels. 

(4^ Ceuiuiii colossi ahum uobiiltatuii locum, sajs I’llny, with bis usual spirit, HUt. Natur. 

(.5) We learn tbit anecdote from a spirited old ivnmaii, who leviM to their facM the 
laUpb Hud biA friend. She uas encouraged bv tbe silence of Amrou and the liberality of 
MoHwiyah. (Abtilfeda, Antral Moslem, p 111) 

(fi) Gsgnier, Vn* de Mahomet, tom il.^p 46, &r who quote* liie Abvssimaii history, or 
roiirai.ee ol Abdel UaUldvs Yet Ihe fmt of t!ip eintii ^sv and may be allowOt'. 
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his interest determined him to ^ei^nce the worship ' oi Idols ; he 
es<|a|>ed Irom Mecca with his friend Caled, nod the prophet of M^ne 
enjoyed at the same moment the satisfaction of einbra<»nj< ^e two 
firmest diampions of his cause. The impatience of Amrou to lead the 
armies of the faithful was check^ by the reproof of Omar^ who advised 
him not to seek power and dominion, since he who is a subject 
may be a prince to-morrow. Yet his merit was not overlooked by the 
two first successors of Mahomet ; thev were indebted to hts arms for 
the conquest of Falestme ; and in all tne battles and sieves of Byrii^ be 
united with the temper of a <^ief the valour of an adventurous sol&r. 
In a visit to Medina, the caliph expressed a wish to survey the sword 
which had cut down so many Christian warrioris ; the son of Aasi un- 
sheathed a short and ordinary scimitar ; and as he perceived the sur- 
prise of Omar, Ala$ (said the modest Saracen), the sword itself, with- 
out the arm of its master, is neither sharper nor more weighty than 
the sword of Pharezdak the poet/'(l) After the conquest of ISgypt 
he was recalled by the jealousy of the caliph Othman ; but in the su^ 
sequent troubles, the ambition of a soldier, a statesman, and an orator, 
emerged from a private station. His powerful support, both in council 
and in the field, established the throne of the Ommiades ; the admini- 
stration and revenue of Egypt were restored by the gratitude of Moa- 
wivah to a faithful friend who had raised himself above the rank of a 
suoject ; and Amrou ended bis days in the palace and city which he 
had founded on the banks of the Nile. His ^ing speech to hia ehiU 
dren is celebrated by the Arabians as a model of eloquence and wisdom : 
he deplored the errors of his youth ; but if the < penitent was still tn- 
fectcsd by the vanity of a poet, he' might exaggerate the venom and 
mischief of Iiis impious compositions.(2) 

From his camp, in Palestine, Amrou had suimrised or anticipated tho 
calqjh's leave for the invasion of Egypt.(3) The inagnanknous Omar 
trusted in his God and his sword, which had shaken the thrones of 
Chosroes and Csesar ; but when he compared the slender force of the 
Moslems with the greatness of the enterprise, he condemned his own 
rashness, and listened to his timid companions. The pride and the 
greatness of Pharaoh were familiar to the readers of the Koran ; and a 
tenfold repetition of prodigies had been scarcely sufficient to efiect, not 
the victory, but the night, of six hundred thousand of the diildren of 
Israel : the cities of Egypt were many and populous ; their architecture 
was strong and solid ; tne Nile, with its numerous branches, was alone 
an insuperable barrier ; and the gianary of the imperial city would be 
obstinately defended by the Roman powers. In this perplexity, the 
commander of the faithful resigned himself to the decision or chance', or, 
in hU opinion, of Providence. At the head of only four thousand Arabs, 
the intrepid Amrou had marched away from his station of Gaza when ' 
he was overtaken by the messenger of Omar. If you are still in Syria 
(said the ambiguous mandate), retreat without delay ; but if, at the 
receipt of this epistle, you have already reached the frontiers of 
** Egypt, advance wich confidence, and depend on the succour of God 
and of your brethren.*' The experieru’e, perhaps the secret intelli- 
gence, of Amrou had taught him to suspect the mutability of courts; 
and he continued his piarch till his tents were unquestionably pitched 

(1) Tills aaylttf Is preserved hy Pt>coili,,(Not, ail CHjrni^'n ToRrtil, p. 184.) Justly a p* 

plAuded by JMr Harris. ('tMii)<>»»phkal Airaii^euneiitA, p. .750 } 

(2) For llie life ntid dtanicter n( Amrmi, are Ocklcy, fHIsf. of flie Saracens, vol. i p ^ 

65. 04. sis .142. 344 atid to the end of the volume; vol it. p. 51 55. 57 74 110—115! 16^) 
4iu1 OUer. (Mem dc rAcademie del (ii!>cnpiions, toin. 21. p, 151, 152) 'I he readers of 
1'iicitus may aplk conipare Vespasian Hiid MticUiins, with M*»awiyaii and Atnrou. Vet the 
le^eoibtancc b hlili K'oio in the siiiiatioii, ibnii in tlie chAracters ot the men. 

(S) At WaJiidl had likewise coni)K>sed a seftarate history of the conquest of Egypt, which 
Mr. Ocklev cotrd ncier procure; and his own inquines (vol. i- p 344— 362 ) nave added 
v»ry little to the original textoi liutyciitiis (Attnal. lom ii. p. 296— 3J». ten, pocotlt), the 
Meirliite pAtrlarch of Alexandria, who lived three hundred j-ears aUer the revolntlon. 
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pa Egyptian grpund» He there assemhled his officers, broke the seel* 
perused the epistle, gravely inquired the name and situ^ition qf the 
place, and dedared his ready ohediieuce to the commands of the caliph. 
After a siege of tMrty days, he took possession of Farmah or Peluaipm, 
and that key of Egypt, as it has been justly named, unlocked the en- 
trance of the country, as for as the ruins of Heliopolis and the neigh- 
bourhood of the modern Cairo. 

On the western side of the Nile, at a small distance to the east of the 

E yramids, at a small distance to the south of Delta, Memphis, one 

undred and fifty furlongs in circumference, displayed the magnificence 
of ancient kings. Under the reign of the Ptolemies and Ceesars, the 
seat of government was removed to the sea-coast ; the ancient capital 
was eclipsed by the arts and opulence of Alexandria ; the palaces, and 
at lengtfi the temples, were reduced to a desolate and ruinous condi- 
tion : yet in the »ige of Augustus, and even in that of Constantine, 
Memphis was still numbered among the greatest and most populous of 
the provincial cities.(l) The banks of the Nile, in this piece of the 
breadth of three thousand feet, were united by two bridges of sixty and 
of thirty boats, connected in the middle stream by the small island of 
Houda, which was cov^^red with gardens and habit3tions.(^) The eastern 
extremity of the bridge was terminated by the town of Babylon and the 
camp of a Homan legion, which protected the passage of the river and 
the second capital of Egypt, This important fortress, which might 
fairly be described as a part of Memphis or Misrak, was invested by 
the arms of the lieutenant of tOmar : u reinforcement of four thousand 
Saracens soon arrived in his camp ; a*.d the military engines, which 
battered the walls, may be imputed to the art and labour of his Syrian 
allies. Yet the siege was protracted tq seven months; and the rasli 
invaders were encompassed and threfitened by the inundation of the 
Nile. (3) Their last assault was bold and successful : they passed the 
ditch, whifh had been fortified with iron spikes, applied their scaling- 
ladders, entered the fortress with the shout of God is victorious I and 
drove the remnant of the Greeks to their boats, and the Me of Rpuda. 
I'lie spot was afterward recommended to the conqueror by the easy 
communication with the gulf and the peninsula of Arabia : the remains 
of Memphis were deserted ; the tents of the Arabs were converted into 
permanent habitations : and the first mosch was blessed by the presence 
of fourscore companions of Mahomet.(4) A new city arose in their 
camp on the eastward bank of the Nile ; and the contiguous quarters 
of Babylon and Fostat are confounded in their present decay by the 
ajipellation of old Misrah or Cairo, of which they form an extensive 
suburb. But the name of Cairo, tlie town of victory, more strictly be- 
longs to the modern capital, which was founded in the tenth century by 
the Fatimite caliplis.(3) It has gradually receded irom the river : but 


O) Sttabo, nn arconite and attentive a^ectator, obaerv^s of Heliopolis ; t/uift fiev ovv tn-rt 
yraptpiji*ov (l>et>Knkpb Iib. xvil. p. 115B ) but of Memphis he declatea, ira\iv t,' 

ttTTi re eat fuaufycKj ^evrtpa p.£r* AXe^av^petav', (p. 1161 ) he notices^ hoivever, the 

mixtnre of inhabitants and the ruins of the palaces. In the proper bsvpt, immiHnus emi. 
menttes Menipbis amonn' the four cities, inaxlinis nrbibus qiiibus provtiicia nitei; (22 1C ) 
and tbe name of Meinphis appear^ with dishiicUon in the Roman Itiueiary and episcopal 
lists 

(S) These rare and enrions ibeta, the breadth (two thousand nine hundred and forty^six feet) 
and the bridge of the Nile, are only to be found In the Danish tmveiiff aud the Niihian aco* 
grapher. (p 98 ) 

(3) From tbe month of April, the Vile begins imperceptibly to rise; the swell becomes 
stroiiic and visible in the moon after the sinimier solstice, (I'iiii. Hist. Nat d. 10.) and is 
usually proclaimed at Cairo on Nt. Peter’s day. (^Jiinu 29.) A rei^tster of tblrtv successlw 
years marks tbe greatest height of the wateis between July 25 and August 18. CMaillet, 0«- 
acriptioo de I'Egypte. lettre 11. p. 67, d:c. Pocock's Description of tbe Eati, vol i p. 200. 
Sbaw’s I ravels, p. 383 , 

(4) Murtadi, Merveilies de TEgypte, 243- *339. He expatiates on the subject with the ml 
and ininuteness of a citieeii and a bigot, and bis locat tiaditlon# hftve a strung air of irutii 
and accnracy. 

(5) D^Herbelot, Bibliotbeqiie Orientate, p 235 
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the ooliiiniiity of buildings siny be tysoed by nn attentive frm the 
monuments t>f Sesostris to those of Saladindl) . • 

Yet the Arabs, after a glorious and profitable enterprise/ must have 
retreated to tbe desert, had they not found a powerful alliance in the 
heart of the country. The rapid con<}uest of Atoxander was assisted. by 
the superstition and revolt of the xmtives ; t}iey abhorred their Persian 
^pressors, the disciples of the Magi, who‘h^ burnt the temnles of 
Kgypt^ and feasted with saisrilegious appetite on the fiesh of the god 
Apis. (3) After a period of ten centuriei the same revolution was 
newea by a similar cause: and in the support of an ineoanprehensible 
creed, the zeal of the Coptic Christians was equally ardent* I have 
already explained the origin and progress of tbe Monopbysite contro- 
versy, and the persecution of the emperors, which converted a sect into 
a nation, and alienated Egypt from their relmon and government. 
The Saracens were received as the deliverers of the Jacobite church ; 
and a secret and eifectuai treaty was opened during the siege of Mem- 
phis between a victorious 'army and a people of slaves. A rich and 
noble Egyptian, of the name oi Mokawkas, had dissembled his faith to 
obtain the administration of his province ; in the disorders of the Per- 
sian war he aspired to independence ; the embassy of Mahomet ranked 
hia^ among princes; but he declined, with ricli gifts and ambiguous 
compliments, the proposal of a new religion.(3) The abuse of his trust 
exposed him to the resentment of Heraclius ; his submission was de- 
layed by arrogance and fear ; and his conscience was prompted by in- 
tere;»t to throw himself on the favour of the nation and the support of 
the Suraoeos. In his first conference with Amrou, he heard without 
indignation the usual option of the Koran, the tribute, or the sword. 
The Greeks (replied Mokawkas) are determined to abide the deter- 
minatiou of the swqrd ; but with the Greeks I desire no communion, 
either in this wnrld or iu the next, and I abjure for ever the Byzan- 
tine tyrant, his synod of Chalcedon, and his Melchite ^ves. For 
myselt and my brethren, we are resolved to live and die in the pro- 
fession of the gospel and unity of Christ. It is impossible for us to 
embrace the revelations of your prophet ; but we are desirous of 
peace, and cheerfully submit to pay tribute and obedience to his tem- 
poral successors.” The tribute was ascertained at two pieces of gold 
for the head of every Christian : but old meii, monks^ women, and 
children, of both sexes, under sixteen years of age, were exempted 
Jrom this ]>er8<)nal assessment ; the Copts above and below Memphis 
swore allegiance to the caliph, and promised a hospitable entertain- 
ment of three days to every Mussulman who should travel through 
their countiy. By this charter of security, tlie ecclesiastical and civil 
tyranny of the Melchites w^as destroyed :(4») the anathemas of St. Cyril 

<1) T1j€ pn«aioit of New nnd ofd Cairo is well known, and ha^ been often described. Two 
wilitiis wlio were intimately Hu|u*unied with ancient and muderii Eaypt. have fixed, after a 
'-.iri.ed iiiquirv, the city of Memphis at Gizeh^ diieUljr opiiosite the Old Calio. ^'^Icard, 
Nouvi‘*tn\ Memoire« des Missions du Levant, totn /i p 5, 6 Shawl's Observations and 
Travels, p, — 30*1.) Yet ne may not disti^ard the authority or the argainviits of Pocock. 
(\«L I p Mebohr, (Vo)aue. tom. I p. 77- lOd.) and, above all, of d’AiivHle, (D«. 

hcilinioi) de I'Esvpie, p. Ill, 1112. ]30<'i49.) who have removed Mempllis towards the viilafe 
of MoJjaiiuah, some miles ftirther to the sonili. In their heat, the disputants have forgot 
that the ample space of a metropolis covets and annihilates the far greater part of the com 

titrvcr^v. 

C2) .See l!er.»doiiis, lih. lii. c. 27—29. iEluii Hist Var. Hb. iv. c. 8 Soldas, 4ii Ox*’*'. Ln®. 

Ii p 774. liiodm islrul. toiti ii lib xvli. p. 197 edit. Wesseting. 
etc Ttt siys the last ol ttirae lihtonaiiB. 

(3) Mukawkas sent the prophet tno i optic darnels, with two maids, and one ennneh, an 
nUhastsr vase, an ini?ot of pine gold, oil, honey, and the fltiest white linen of Fgypt, with a 
horse, a niwle, and art ass, distinguished by tiieir icspectlve ijuallrtuuiotii 'I he enilassy of 
Mahomet was dis|»at»’lied frodi Medina in the seventh )ear of ilie liegiia. (A* U. 028,^ .'>ee 
Cisgnlcr, (Vie ee Mahomet, torn. li. p 235, 256 .‘tu3.) fiom Al Joiinabl. 

(4) The prefectuie of Egypt, and the cotidiict oi the war, bad been trusted by Beraclins 
to the patriarch Cyrus (Theophaii p. 2S0, 281 ) " In spam (said James II.) do you not 
consult yom priests v** ** we do (replied the tatliolic ambassador), alid ouf sd&lrs succeed 
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thundered from every pulpit; and the sacred edifices^ with the 
patrimony of the church, were restored to the national communion of 
TOe Jacobites, who enjoys without moderation the moment of triumph 
and revenge. At the pressing summons of Amrou, their patriarch Bim* 
jamin emerged from his desert; and, after the first interview, the 
courteous Arab affected to declare, that he had never conversed with a 
Christian priest of more innocent manners and a more venerable as- 
pMt.(l) In the march f^m Memphis to Alexandria, the lieutenant of 
Omar mtrusted his safety to the zeal and ^atitude of the Egyptians : 
the roads and bridges were diligently repaired ; and in every step of 
his progress, he could depend on a constant supply of provisions and 
intelligence. The Greeks of Egypt, whose numbers could scarce^ equal 
a tenth of the natives, were overwhelmed by the universal defection ; 
they had ever been hated, they were no longer feared ; the magistrate 
ded from his tribunal, the bishop from his ^tar ; and the distant gar- 
risons were surprised or starved by the surrounding multitudes. Bad 
not the Nile afforded a safe and ready conveyance to the sea, not an 
individual could have escaped, who, by birth, or language, or office, or 
religion, was connected with their odious name. 

By the retreat of the Greeks from the provinces of Upper Egypt, a 
considerable force was collected in the island of Delta ; the natural and 
artificial channels of th^ Nile afforded a succession of strong and defen* 
fiible posts ; and the road to iUexandria was laboriously cleared by the 
victory of the Saracens in two-and-twenty days of general or partial 
combat. In their annals of conquest, the siege of Alexandria (9) is per- 
haps the most arduous and important «^nterpri$e. The first trading city 
in the world was abundantly replenished with the means of subsistence 
and defence. Her numerous inhabitants fought for the dearest of hu- 
man rights, religion and property ; and the enmity of the natives seemed 
to exclude thein from the common benefit of peace and toleration. The 
sea was continually open; and if Heraclius had been awake to the 
public distress, fresh armies of Homans and Barbarians might have been 
poured into tlie harbour to save the second capital of the empire. A 
circumference of ten miles would have scattered the forces of the Greeks, 
and favoured the stratagems of an active enemy ; but the two sides of 
an oblong square were covered by the sea and the lake Marcsotis, and 
each of the narrow ends exposed a front of no more than ten furlongs. 
The efforts of the Arabs were not inadequate to the difficulty of the at- 
tempt and the value of the prize. From the throne of Medina, the 
eyes of Omar were fixed on the camp and city : his voice excited to 
arms the Arabian tribes and the veterans of Syria ; and the merit of a 
holy w'ar was recommended by the peculiar fame and fertility of Egypt. 
Anxious for the ruin or expulsion of their tyrants, the faithful natives 
devoted their lalKiurs to the service of Amrou ; some sparks of martial 
spirit were perhaps rekindled by the example of their allies ; and the 
sanguine hopes ot Mokawkas fixed his sepulchre in the church of 
St. John of Alexandria. Eutychius the patriarch observes, that the 
Saracefis fought with the course of lions ; they repulsed the frequent 
and almost daily sallies of the besieged, and soon assaulted in their turn 
the walls and towers of the city. In every attack, the sword, the ban- 
ner of Amrou, glittered in the van of the Moslems. On a memorable 

iceordingiy.'’ I know not boiv to relate the plans of Cyrus, of paying tribute withutit iin^ 
pairing the revenue, and 'of conveitiiig oinar by bis marriage with the emperor's daughter. 
(Nicepbor. breviar. p. 17, * 

(1) See the life of Benjamra, in Kenaudot, ("Hist. Patriarch. Alexutidrlii. p. 156—173 ) who 
has enriched the conquest of bgypi with i.iuie facts from the Arabic text of Severiis the Ja- 
cobite historian. 

(3) The local description of Alexandria Is perfectly ascertidncd by the masier-kiiiid of the 
first of (d'Aiiville, aiemoire sur I'Bgypt, p. 58—G5 } ; but w« may born»w the 

eyes of the int^ern travellers, iSore estiecially of I hevenot (Voyaxi* An Levant, part 1. p 5bl 
— PucoCk (vol. I. p. 3—15 ), and Niebuhr CVojage en Arable, torn, t p. 34—45 of the 
two BK^rn rivals; Savary sad Yolucy, the one may amuse, the other will instruct. 
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day, he ^aa betrayed bv bis imprudeot valours hk follovei»who Jbiad 
entered the city were ariven biii^^ and the genera^ with e ^end and 
a Blave, remained a prisoner in the hands of the Christians. When 
Amrou was conducted before the prefect, he remembered his dignity 
and forgot his situation ; a lofty, demeanoir, and resohite language, re« 
vealed we lieutenant of the caliph, and the battle->axe of a soldier was 
already raised to strike off the head of *the audacious captive. His life 
was saved by the retidiness^of his slave, who instantly gave his master 
a Uow on the face, and commanded him, with an angry tone, to be si^ 
lent in the presence of his superiors. The credulous Greek was de- 
ceived ; he listened to the offers of a t^ty, and his prisoners were dis« 
missed in the hope of a more respectable embassy, till the joyful aoola* 
mations of the camp announced the return of their ^neral, and insulted 
the folly of the inffdels. At length, after a siege of fouiteen months,(l) 
and the loss of three and twenty thousand men, the Saracens prevail^ : 
the Greeks embarked their dispirited and diminished numbers,' and the 
standard of Mahomet was planted on the walls of the capital of Egypt. 
'M have taken,” said Amrou to the caliph, “ the great city of the west. 
" It is impossible for me to enumerate the variety of its riches and 

beauty ; and I shall content myself with observing, that it contains 
** four thousand palaces, four thousand baths, four hundred theatres or 
** places of amusement, twelve thousand shops for the sale of vegetable 

food, and forty thousand tributary Jews. The town has been sub- 

dued by force of arms, without treaty or capitulation, and the Mos- 
" lems are impatient to seise the fruits of their victory .”(9) The com- 
mander of the faithful rejected with firmness the idea of pillage, and 
directed his lieutenant to reserve the wealth and revenue ot Alexandria 
for the public service and the propagation of the faith : the inhabitants 
were numbered ; a tribute was imposed ; the seal and resentment of 
the Jacobites were curbed, and the Melchites, submitted to the 
Arabian yoke, were indulged in the obscure but tranquil exercise of 
their worship. The intelligence of this disgraceful and calamitous event 
afflicted the declining health of the emperor ; and Heraclius died of a 
dropsy about seven weeks after the loss of Alexandria.(3} Under the 
minority of his grandson, the clamours of a people, deprived of their 
daily sustenance, compelled the Byzantine court to undertake the reco- 
very of the capital of Egypt. In the space of four years, the harbour 
and fortifications of Alexandria were twice occupied by a fleet and army 
of Homans. Tliey were ice expelled by the valour of Amrou, who 
was recalled by the domestic peril from the distant wars of Tripoli and 
Nubia. But the facility of the attempt, the repetition of the insult, 
and the obstinacy of the resistance, provoked him to swear, that if a 
third time he drove the infidels into the sea, he w'oiild render Alexan- 
dria as accessible on all sides as the houbc of a prpstitute. Faithful 
to hi<4 promise, he dismantled several parts of the walls and towers, 
but the people acre spared in the chastisement of the city, and the 
tnosch of Mvrttf was erected on the spot where the victorious general 
had stopped tl>e fury of his troops, 

I should deceive the expectation of the reader, if I passed in silence 

(L) Bolli F.iinchitiK<A)iiiaI tom li p. 319-) and Elmacm (Hilt Saracen p. 3S ) concur In 
Axins the takiiijs of AiexaiidilA t& Fiiday oj iho new Moon of Mobarram of the twentieth 
>earot the (Pecendier 'i’2 A D 610 ), In leckunlnx backwards fourteen months spent 

before AlexiUidiM, saven luunciis before Bubyloii, &c. Aainm niliibt have invaded Evjpt alKint 
the eud of tbe yrut 65H ; ,but we aie asHofed that he entered ttie cottmry the twcUtii of bavni, 
sixth of June (Mill tadi. Merveiltes de TEgypte, p 164. hevenis, api d Henuidot, p. 163). 
1'be Saracen, and dUenvard Louis l\. ot Fiance, halted at relusium, or D.ituietia, dining tliw 
season of the kuniidatlon of tbe Nile 

(S; Kiitycb Aiitial. tom. li p 316.319. 

(5) Notwithstanding some iiicciuslsteucies of Theophancs and Cedrenus, ilie accuracy of 
Pagl (Crltica. torn, ii. p. 824 > has extracted from Mct-phorui mid tbe c bronicoii Orletitalo 
tbe true date of the fleatli of Heraclius, February 11. A l». 641, Afty days srfier tbe toss of 
Aiex.iudriu. A rointJi of that lime whs snThrlvm convey Uie mteiiigencc'. 
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thr /ate oi the Alexandrian librar^^ as it is described hy the learned 
Abttlphamgiufl. The spirit of Amrou wa$ more curious aj^ Hberal than 
that of his brethren^ and in bis leisure hours, the Arabian chief xras 
pleased with the conversation of John, the last disciple of Ammonias, 
and who derived the surname of Phiioponvs from his laborious studies of 
gfmmar and pbilos(mhy.(l) Emboldened by this familiar intercourse, 
Pbiloponus presujnea to solicit a ^ft, inestimable in his opinion, eon* 
temptible in that of the B irbarians ; the royal library, which alone 
among the spoils of Alexandria, had not been approprisded by the visit 
and the seal of the conqueror. Amrou was inclined to gratify wish 
of the grmmarian, but his rigid integrity refused to alienate the mi- 
nutest object without the consent of the caliph ; and the well-known 
answer of Omar was inspired by the ignorance of a fanatic. ** If these 
** writings of the Greeks agree with Sie book of God, they are useless, 
** and need not be preserved : if they disagree, they are pernicious, 
** and Ought to be destroyed.” The sentence was executed with bUiid 
obedience ; the volumes of paper or pardiment were distributed to. 
the four thousai^ baths of the city; and such was their incredible 
multitude, that six months were bamy sudScient for the consumption 
of this precious fuel. Since the dynasties of Abulpharagius(S) have 
been given to tbe world in a Latin version, the tale has been repeatedly 
^anscribed ; every scholar, with pious indignation, has deplored the 
irreparable shipwreck of the learning, the arts, and the genius, of an- 
tiquity. For my own part I am strongly tempted to deny both the 
fact and the consequences. The fact is indeed marvellous. Read and 
wonder I says the liistorian himself : and the solitary report of a stranger 
who wrote at the end of six hundred years on the coniines of Media, is 
overbidanced by the silence of two annalists of a more early date,- both 
Christians, both natives of Egypt, and the most ancient oi whom, the 
patriarch Eutychius, has amply described the conquest of Alexandiia.(3> 
The rigid sentence of Omar is repugnant to the sound and orthodox 
precept of the Mahometan casuists : they expressly declare that the 
religious books of. the Jews and Christians, which are acquired by the 
right of war, should npver be committed to the flames j and that 
the works of profane science, historians or poets, physicians or philoso- 
]>her8, may be lawfully applied to the use of the faithful. (4) A more 
destructive zeal may perhaps be attributed to tbe flrst successors of 
Mahomet ; yet in this instance, the conflagration would have speedily 
expired in the deficiency of materials. 1 shi^ not recapitulate the dis- 
asters of the Alexandiian library, the involuntary flames that waskind-^ 
led by Ciesar in his own defence,(3) or the mischievous bigotry of the 
Christians, who studied to destroy the monuments of i(lolatrv.(6> But 
if we gradually descend from the age of the Antonines to that of Theo- 


O) Mspy treaiises of tl.u lover of labour (fptXoirovot) r.r« sttli estant : but for re.t(l«!ir» of 
tbe presf-iit a^e, tlw* printed and unpUhltslied aie nearly iii the Kjine ptedioiincia M(»s«a 
and Aristotle are tbe chief objects of his verbose comuiciitaries, one of tvbicb is rlut»-d :.s 
early as May lO, a. Q. fil7. CFahrIc Uibliot <5isec. tom lx p* 15S— 46S ; a inoiieni (ioJm 
Le cierc,) who flooietiines assiimeb the sHuie iiauie, was cquiil to old Pliiioponin in diiigciici:, 
and far siipenoL in {[ood sense and leni knowledge 

(2> Abulpharax Dynau. p. IH vers. Pocock. Audi quid fictiun el tniiare It would 
be endless to eiunuenue the modurns who have wondered and belltved, but I niav di&tiiignish 
with honoui the rutiouAlscepticIsdi oi Rerciiidot ; (iiist. Alex. P.itJiarch p 170 ) histoii.i .... 
hahet aiiquid airtaioi/ iit Arabibu^ fan'iliaie e*‘t. 

(3) I Ins curious acerdote will he v.tinly sought in the .im rdo of Cn vchins .mci the 

ceil ic history of Mtradn The silence of Abulfeda, MuriAdI, and a croud of Aloblems, li 
less coHclnsive from then ipioiance ot i hrisn.iu liieriunre 

(4) See Ueland, Jure Militari Mohamniedriuoium, ni.inx ihiid voltnue of Tlisfrrtntions, 
p. 37 'Ibe re<oous fot rn.t bsiniiiig the leligioiis boo%s ot the Jews or Christians, is derived 
from tbe lespcctthat is due to the namt o.‘ t.«»d, 

(5) (onsiilt the collet I ions ot Freii^heitii (Supplement I iviaii. c. 12 43) and Usher, Atirial 
p. 469 ) U } l.iuibe t bad sulediiie A;o‘xaiidi..m Iiht.4r), elcK-mtiaE rcjsuin riir.vq ee/regiuin 

pus; a liberal eiicouutiiii, tor winch be U p.utt, ciitlciHed by the iiarr -v stoirijui of 
Seneca, ([>e Tgaiiqiulliute AaimI, c. •) ) whose wljrom, on this occasion, devi.vtes Into 
noiisense 

(6j See this lihtoiy, vol v p 111. 
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<!o»ius^ tre diall learn from a diaan of cootmpon^ witne88e8> that tiie 
royal palace and the temple of SerApis no longer contained ^0 four^ or 
the seven^ ^ndred thousand volumes, which had been assembled by the 
curiosity and magnificence of the PtolemieB.(l) Perhaps Ine chiireli 
and seat of the patriarchs might be enriched with a repository of 
hooks ; but if the ponderons mass of Arian and Monophysite contro- 
versy were indeed consumed in the public baths,(^) a philosopher may 
allow, with a smile, that it was ultimately devoted to the benefit of 
mankind. I sincerely regret the more valuable libraries which have been 
involved in the ruin of the Roman empire : but when I seriously com- 
pute the lapse of ages, the wast of ignorance, and the calamities of war, 
our treasures, rather than our losses, are the object of my surprise. 
Many curious and interesting facts are buned in oblivion ; the three 
great historians of Rome have been transmitted to our hands in a muti- 
mted state, and we are deprived of many pleasing compositions of the 
lyiic, iambic, and dramatic poetry of the Greeks. Vet we should 
gratefully remember, that the mischances of time and accident have 
spared the classic works to which the sufirage of antiquity (3) had adjudg- 
ed the first place of genius and glory : the teachers or ancient Imow- 
ledge, who are still extant, had perused and compared the u-ntings of 
their predecessor^ ;(4<) nor can it fairly be presumed that any important 
truth, any useful discovery in art or nature, has been snatched away from 
the curiosity of modern ages. 

In the administration of Egypt, (3) Amrou balanced the demands of 
justice and policy : the interest of the people of the law, who were de- 
fended by God ; and of the people of the alliance, who were protected by 
man. In the recent tumult of conquest and deliverance, the tongu’e 
of the Copts and the sword of the Arabs were most adverse to the 
tranquillity of tpe province. To the fwrnier, Amrou declared, that 
faction and faleshood would be doubly chastised ; by the punishment of 
the accusers, whom he should detest as his personal enemies, and by the 
promotion of their innocent brethren, whoxn their envy had laboured to 
injure and supplant. He excited the latter b3'the nudives of religion and 
honour to, sustain the dignity of their character, to endear themselves 
by a modest and temperate conduct to God and the caliph, to spare and 
protect apeople who had trusted to their faith, and to content themselves 
M'ith the legitimate and splendid rewards of their victory. In the ma- 
nagement of the revenue he disapproved the simple but oppressive mode 
of A capitation, and preferred with reason a proportion of taxes, de- 
ducted on every branch from the clear profits of agriculture and com- 
merce. A third part of the tribute was appropriated to the annual re- 
pairs of the dikes and canals, so essential to the public welfare. Under 
his administration the fertility of Egypt supplied the dearth of Arabia; 
and a string of c^imels, laden with corn and provihions, covered alrhost 
without an interval the long road from Memphis to Medina.(6) But the 

(1) An'uA Oellins, (Nurtes Auicap, 6 17.) Ainmiauux ^inrceilii}ii«>, (S2, la.) and Oro&ius. 
(Jill. Vi. c. 15.) They all Rpt<ili jii ilie pf4si teii&e, and the wunta of Aiiiinianns are icmarfc* 
ably strong * fiierunt HibliotJiec<e innumerabiles ; ei Jugi.ihir moJiumetitoniui veterum cou* 
ciiiens fides &c. 

(S) Kenandtti answers for versions of the Bible, Hexapla CaUna Patrutn, Cominetvariev, 
&.r (p 170 ) Our Alexandrian MS if ii lanic fioni Fgypt, and not from Consuntinonle, or 
oiount Atitos, (We^tteiii, Pro'egoni. at N I’ p 8, &c ) inis|l>l possihh/ be amoii<( iheni. 

<3)1 have 0(11*11 peinsed nitli pIcH-i re a (bt pici of Quintilian, (li.hliint Oiatoi. K' 1) 
11 winch (hat j lid KUO IS trilu eniiim'Mtcs and appieclates (he senes of O’reck and latin 
classics. 

(1) Such as Oalcti, IMniy, Aiistoile, &.r. On tins subject Wotton ('RefleriMiis on Ancient 
and modern LtanuaK, p. 85-95 ) ar(;MCb with solid sense against the lin*li' e\on*’ t nicies of 
sn W ilMam Teiiiph. The unnentpt ot iJie (tieeks tor bajhanr mnme.noiild 4e.nf(‘ly admit 
the Indian or t^dnunic bimks into the lit raiy ot Alexaiidiu , iicr 1511 puivi d ibai philosophy 
lias sustained any leal loss trorii tlnir exclusion. 

(5) This ctinoub intl authentic pitelliuP'K e of Mnrtadi (p 2B4-2R9 ) has not been discover* 
cd either by 0<‘k*ev, or hi the selt sndicuMit co.nptiers of the Modem t'mverssl Hestory. 

(6) kulyciiiiis, Annal lorn. 11. p 320. L hiMCin, ilibt Saracen p .u. 
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geniui of Aznrou.aoon reQe^ed the zoantime communicatioa which had 
been attempted or achieved by the Pliaraohs^ the Ptolemieil^ or the 
Casms ; anda canah at least eighty miles in lengthy was opened from 
the Kile to the Ited sea. This inland navigation, which would have 
joined the Mediterranean and the Indian ocean, was soon discontinued 
as useless and dangerous : the throne was removed from Medina to Pa* 
mascua; and the Grecian fleets might have explored a passage to the 
holy cities of Arabia.(l) ' 

uf his newconnuest the cdlioh Omar had an imperfect knowledge 
from the voice of &me and the legends of the Koran. He r^uested 
that his lieutenant would place before his eyes the realm of Pharfu>li 
and the Axnalekites ; and the answer of Amrou exhibits a lively and hot 
unfaithful picture of that singular country.(2) O commander of the 
** faithful, Egypt is a compound of black earth and green plants, be* 
tween a pulverised mountain and a red sand. The distance* from 
" Syeiie to tlie sea is a month's journey for a horseman. Along the val- 
ley descends a river, on whidi the blessings of the Most Higli reposes 
** both in the evening and morning, and which rises and falls with tho 
revolutions oi the sun and moon. When the annual dispensation of 
** Providence unlocks the spring and fountains that nouriim the eartli, 
the Nile rolls his swelling and sounding waters through the realm of 
Egypt ; the fields are o\ erspread by the salutary flood ; and the vil- 
lagcs communicate with each other in their painted barks. The re* 
** treat of the inundation deposites a fertilizing mud for the reception of 
" the various seeds ; the crowds of husbandmen who blacken the land 
'' may be compared to a swaiyn of industrious ants ; and their native 
indolence is quickened by the lash of the taskmaster, and the promise 
" of the flowers and fruits of a plentiful increase. Their hope is seldom 
'' deceived ; bat the riches w'hicn they extract from the wheat, the bar- 
ley, and the rice, the legumes, the fruit-trees, and the cattle, are un- 
equally shared between those who labour and those who possess. Ac* 
cording to the vicissitudes of the seasons, the face of the country U 
''adorned with a silver wave, a verdant emerald, and the deep yellow of 
"a golden harvest "(3) Yet this beneficial order is sometimes inter- 
rupted ; and the Jong delay and sudden swell of the river in the first 
year ,of the conquest might aflbrd some colour to an edifying fable. It is 
said, that the annmd sacrifice of a virgin (4) had been interdicted by 
tlie piety of Omar ; and that the Nile lay sullen and inactive in his 
shallow bed, till the manilate of the caliph was cast into the obedient 

(1) On tliesc uhstme caiinls, (li« readennaylry to talbfy l imself rrom d’AiiviUe (Mem. «nr 
rLgtplf, p. 108- 110 VJi. 133 )y and a tearued Uietiis mailitahiPd and punted H Svatlmiij; in the 
year 1770 (Jniiseiirtoiiun marmiii flMvior&mqiie ro»limiiia, p. 39 -47 68 -70 ) hven the »iudne 
lurki have agoaied the old project of jointiig the two beua (Memoirea de Baron de lott, 
tom. iv.). 

(2) A iinall voJsime, ties Marveillea, Ac dc PEgypte, composed In the ihirteent.) ceotniy 
by Miirtadi of talro, and tiaiiRl.4ted4i(jin an Arabic MS. of cardnr.il Mazirlii, wa# pnbihhed 
by Pierre V.itier, Pans, 1666 'Hie aoiiquitiea of tgypt are wild ard legend irv : but the nriter 
deaeivea credit and eideeiii for bis Hccouiit ot the conquest and geogmph) uf bii native 'ouii- 
try (See the coriespoiidence ot Aii.rou and Oinai, p 2^ '280 ) 

(3) III 4 tuciit> jc.rs' residence at <t.ain>, the consul Maiilet had contemplated that varying 
scene, the Nile (kttie 2. panicularlv p. 70 75 ) ; ihe fcitdlty of the land (tettre 9j. From a 
College at CnuiGndgc, the poetiC'eye ot Gray hud the same objects with u Keener 
glance.— 

Wb.5t wonder In the suUrv rlimes that spiead, 

, Where Nile, rednndunt o’er Ins sounner rud, 

Froin bis broad busoiii lilc and verdine lUngs, 

And broods o’er E^ypt with liis wat‘iy wingb ; 

Jf witb advent'rous Oiir, and ready muI, 

Ihe dirsKy people drive before the gale : 

0> oil fi»il doHts 10 neigbboniiiig ndes ride, 

Ihat rise anU giitier o*er the atiiMeut tide. 

(Maaoifs Woika, dnd Memoirs ofUray. p. 19B, 2)0.; 

(4) Sea Mnrtadl, p. IG4— IG7 The render will not easily credit a htunau sacrifice uudtr thn 
ChnsUan einpcroi s, or a miracle of tlie aucccssots of Mal.otnet. < 
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slream* which rose in a siof^ n^ht to the height ef sixteen enbits. The 
admiraiion of the Arebs for then:, new «x>ni|ttest enOoutjpiged ^ licehel^ 
ef their romantic We mayread^ in the gravest authors, tMeA 

Eg^ was crowded with 'twenty thcmsand dties or vilia 9 e 8 ;(i; tddt 
exclusive of the Gmks mid Arabs, the Copts alone were fimnd on the 
assessment, six nulii<ms of tributary subiects,(S) br twenty ndllions . of 
either sex, and of every age : that three hundred mihions of noM or a{l«- 
ver were annually paid to the treasury of the CBlip!L(S) Uur rdason 
must be startled by these extravagant assertions ,* and they will become 
more palpable, if we assume the compass hnd measure to tlie extent' cd* 
habitaW ground ; a valley from the tropic to Memphis, seldom broader 
than twelve miles, and the triangle of the Delta, a flat surface of two 
thousand one hundred square leagues, compose a twelfth part pf the 
magnitude of France.(^ A more accurate research will justify a more 
reasonable estimate* The three hundred millions, created by the error 
of a scribe, are reduced to the decent revenue of four millions three 
hundred thousand pieces of gold, of which nine hundred thousand were 
consumed by the pay of the 6oldiers.(5) Two authentic lists, of 
present and of the twelfth century, are circumscribed within the re« 
sociable number of two tiiousand seven hundred villages and towns.(6) 
After a long residence at Cairo, u French consul has ventured to asslm 
about four millions of Mahometans, Christians, and Jews, for tlie ample, 
though not incredible, scope of the population of Egypt. (7) 

1 V. The conquest of Africa, from tne Nile to the Atlantic oceaniCS) 
WHS first attempted by the arms of the caliph Othman. The pious de- 


<1) Maillet, Description de l*Etf!ypte, p. 22. He ntentloni this iimiiber u the e&mmoH 
opinion; and adds, ilint' the 'Keneraliiy of these vfthiges contain two or three thuuaaiid per- 
«ons, and that many of them are more populous than our large cities. 

(2) Kutych. Annal. tom ll. p. 30S. Sil. The twenty millions are computed flrom the fol.> 

lowing data: one tuelUh of mankind above sixty, oiic-lhird below sUteeii, the proportion of 
men to women as seventeen to sixteen. (Recliercbes snr ta Popnlation de la Finnce, p.. 7J, 
72.) 'the president Goguet (Origin des Alls, ac. toin. hi. p. So, dec ) bestows twenty-eeveit 
miJJioiiB on ancient Egypt, because the seventeen hundred cuniinuiiuns of Sesostiis were bom. 
on the same day. • 

(3) Elmacitt, Hist. Saracen, p 218. and this gross lump is swallowed without scruple by 
d'Herbelot, (Ribliot. Orient, p. 1031 ) ArbuUiiiot, O'hblea of Ancient Coins, p. 262 ) nhd de 
Ouignes. (Hist des Hnns, toni. ill. p. 133.) 'J‘bey might allege the not leas extravagatit If. 
berality of Appiau In favour of the Ptolemies (in prsef ; of seventy«four myriads, seven huts- 
dred and forty thousand talents, an annual income of a hundred and «igbty.llve, or near three 
huiidied, iiiiltioiis of pounds sterling, according as we reckon by the bgypuan or the Alex- 
ail driati talent. (Bernard de Pontlenbus Autiq. p ISO) 

(1) see the meaiurenieut of d*AnviUe. (Mem. sur PEgypte, p. 23, Ac.) After some 
peevfsti cavils, M. Pauw fRecbercbes snr les Egyptieiis, torn. i. p. 118—121.) can only eu» 
large bis reckoning to two thousand two hundred and afty square leagues. 

(5) Henaudot, Hist. Patriarch. Alexand. p 331. who calls the common reading or versioii 

of blnisiciu, enoriibrarii. Uls own emendation of four million three hundred thouiaud 
pigees, ill the ninth century, maintains a probable medium between the three millions which 
the Arabs acquired by the cuiiqnest of Egypt. (Idem, p 168.) and the two mliliou four bun- 
dred ihoubuiid which the suluii of Cuustaiilinople levied In the last centnry (Pietro della 
vaile, tom i. p. 352. ihevenot, part i. p. 824.) rauw (Recharches, tom. il. p. 365—373 ) 
gradually raises the revenue of the Pbanioha, the Plokmies, and the Caesars, from six to 
dfteeu millions of Geriiiaii crowiia. ' * 

(6) 'I'he list of SchuUeiis (Index Geograph, ad Calcem Vlt Saladtn. p. 5.) contains two 
thousand three hundred and ninety-six places ; that of d*A|}viile, (Mem. snr PEgypte, p. 
29.) from the dhau of Cairo, enunierates mo thousand six hundred and oinety-six. 

(7) See Malllet, (Desciiptloti de PEgypte. p. 28 ) who seems to argue with Candonr and 
judgment. I am inncli better sattsfleu with the observations than with the reading of the 
l;reuch consul. He was ignorant of Greeh and Latin literature, and bis fancy Is too much 
delighted with the llctioiis of the Arabs, their best knowledge Is collected by Abulfeda , 
(DescrIpt. Egypt. Arab, et Lat. 4 Job. David MIchaetis, GoCtingm, In quarto, 1776 ) and in 
two recent voyages Into Egypt, we are amused by 8avary, and instructed by Voluey. i wish 
the Utter could travel over the globe. 

(8) My conquest of Africa is drawn from two French interpreters of liable literature, 

Carootinc (Hist. dePAfrIque et de PPspagne sous la Domination des Aiabes, tom. 1. p. 8~35.) 
and Otter. (Hist de PAcademle des inscriptions, tom. xxl. p. and 136) Ihey 

derive their principal information from Novuirl, who composed, A. O. 1331, an Eucyckipedto 
ill more than twenty volumes. The live general paru successively oeat of, 1. Physics, f. 
Mon, 3. Animats, 4. Plante, and. .5. History; au4 the African alfairs ate discussed In Um 
sixth chapter of the fifth iectiou of this last part. (Ueiske, prodtdagoiaia ad Hagji Cbalilke 
I'ahulas, p. 832—234.) Among tha older butoriins who are quoted by \ovatrt, we may 
disiioguish the miglnal narrative of a soldlci who led the van of the Moslems. 

VpL. Ill, I i 
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was approved Ify the eommnl»ii$ of MahmoeOiusd 
"tribes ; and twenty tkoojUMa Arabs mairiieil ^fhna Mediii^ wttH 

and theblessix^ of t&e comiminder of tbS faithiuL They wera joined 
m tfao camp of Id^phis by twenty thousand of their countrymen c and 
the conduct of the war was intrusted to Abdalkhy^i) the son of daid^ 
and the fost^«brotHer of the caliph^ who had iatriy sop^anted^tibe coa^ 
qneror and lieutewiitt bf 'E^pt. Yet tfte fiivour of the "prince^ apd tlm 
morit of his ^vonrite> oou&L not obliterate the guilt or his apostacy. 
Hie early eceperriofi of Abdallah, and his sk^ul pen, had recommeno- 
ed him to the important oifice of transcribing the sheets of the Koran ; 
he betiwed his trust, corrupted the text, derided the errors which he 
had and fled to Mecca, to escape the justice, and expose the igno« 
ranee, of the apostle. After^the conquest of Mecca, he fell prostrate 
at the feet of Mahomet : his tears, and the entreaties of Othman, ex- 
torted a reluctant pardon ; but the prophet declared that he had sO 
long hesitated, to mlow time for some zealous disciple to avenge his 
Injury in the blood of the apostate With apparent lidriity, and effec- 
tive merit, he served the religion which it was no longer his interest to 
desert : hie birth end talents gave him an honourable rank among the 
Koreish ; and in a nation of cavalry, Abdallah was renowned as the 
boldest and most'dexterous horseman of Arabia. At the head of forty 
thousand Moslems, he advanced' from Egypt into the unknown countries 
of the west. The sands of Barca might be impervious to a Homan le- 
gion ; but the Arabs were attended by their mithfiil cameh ; and the 
natives pf the desei^t beheld without terror the familiar aspect of the 
soil anddimate. After a painful march, they pitched their tents before 
the wplls of Tripoli,(S) a maritime city in which the name, the wealth, 
and the inhabitants, of the province had gradually centred, and which 
now maintains the third rank among the states of Barbary. A rein- 
forcement of Greeks was surprised and cut in pieces on the sea-riiore ; 
but the fortifications of Tripoli resisted the first assaults ; and the Sa- 
racens were tempted, by the approach of the prefect Gre^ry,(3) to re- 
linquish the labours of the siege for the perils and the liopes of a deeik 
sive action. If his standard was followed by one hundr^ and twenty 
thousand men, the regular bands bf the empire must have been lost is 
the naked and disorderly crowd of Africans and Moors, who formed the 
strength, or rather the numbers, of his host. He rejected with indig- 
nation the option of the Koran or the tribute ; and during several days^ 
the two armies were fiercely engaged from the dawn of lig^t to the hour 
of noon, when their fatigue and the excessive compelled them to 
seek shelter and refreshment in their respective camps. The daughter 
of Gregory, a maid of incomparable beauty and spirit, is said to have 
fought by nis side : from her earliest youth she was trained to mount 
on horseback, to draw the bow, and to wield the^ scimitar . and the 
richness of her arms and apparel wtis conspicuous mthe foremoht ranks 
of the battle. Her hand, with a hundred thousand pieces of gold, was 
offered for the head the Arabian general, and the youths of Africa 
were existed by the prospect of the glorious prize. At the pressing 

0> Sc« tbe hlitory of Atxltinata. In Abniardn (Vtt. Mofalmmod, a* snd Oftgnier. (Vio 
df Mobomet, tom. Uf. p 49^-49 ) * 

<9> '( he provfiiee ttiid el^r of TrIpoH are Cesenbed by ieo AfHcairat 0" Nerigatlone et 
VaiiEgl <lt Raanovle, totn. I Veneua. 1550, fol. 76 apd Marmol. (Deacriptlon de 

l*4frique, tom. 11. p 563.) 1 he flrat of tbese writerf was a Moor, a sebolai, and a rraveller, 
who composed or tranMatod bfs AOrtran scograpby In a state of captivity at Home, ahere he 
badoskumed the name and tvllflaii of pope Leo X. In a tlmllar captivity amone the Moors, 
the Spaniard Marmol, a soldier of Charles V. complied his description of AMca, trsnslated by 
iPAManciHirt Into Frmcli (Fans, IG 67 , three vob. in qnano,) Marmol bad read and seen, bnt 
be Is desfltnte of the canons and exienstve observations whleh ahoaiid In the orlgtttal woift 
of UO the Afrlcait. 

(.1) Theophanes, yrho mentions the defeat, rather than the death, of Cregdry. He hranda 
the prMbei with the nmne «>f Tspavyor ; be had probably nosniacd the purple. (Cbronoinpli. 

p. »f,j 



but tile Smcfiok weise 'dfeoettfegM^^ leadarf*!^ 

tlte,repetitt(moft)ieee4MiuBl<etu]moewM^i)9i€iti^^ ^ il 

A noble Arebkiiii who afterward became thAadrersiiif of AU ^M tini 
father oT « ea%h, bw valour in Eg;^; fmAEobeir (2) 

eras the 6rst who plmited a eoaling^l^Mer agmnat the walleof B^Skylo^ 
lathe Afiioaa war hWiwttsdetiQhed^om the. ftando^ Oa 

the Heim o£ the battle^ Zolgcac, <with twelve ooinijaniong. cat Me way 
throogh the camp of the Greeks^ and in^eased fovwc^^ without tast26|r 
either food or repose, to partake of the dangeES ^ hla bretliren. He 
hie eyes roimd the ireliL Where,” said he is our gOBe^?>^2ii ^ 
** tent*— Is the tent a station for the general of the Moslems Abdid^ 
lah represented with a blush the importance of his own lile^ ' and the 
temptation that was held fmrth by the Roman prefect. Retort/* said 
SZ^beir, on the inddels their ungenerous attempt. Proclaim t^ugh 
the ranks, that the head of Gri^ry shall he repaid with his captive 
daughter^ and the equal sum of one hundred thousand pieces of golA** 
To the courage and' diWetiou of Zobeir the lieutenant of tlte cals^ in^ 
trusted the execution of his own stratagem, whidi inclined the 
disputed bidance in favour of the Samoens. Supplying by activity and 
aitmoethe deficiency of numbers, a part of their mrces lay concealed' in 
their tepts, while the remainder prolonged an irr^pdar skirmish with the 
enemy, tRl the sun was high in the heavens. On kd;h sides they iWr 
tired with fainting steps : their horses were unbridled, their armooib 
was laid aside, and the hostile nations prepared, or seemed to pVepas^ 
for the refresliment of the evening, and the encounter of the ensuing 
day. On a sudden the charge was sounded ; the Arabian camp poured 
fom a swarm of fresh and mtrepid warriors ; and' tite long liae of' the 
Greeks and Africans was surpnsed> assaulted, overturned, by new 
squadrons of the faithful, who, to the eye of fanaticisni^'-mi^btmmear 
as a band of angels deseeding from the sky. The prefect himse^ was 
shdn by the hand of Zobeir: his daughter, who soi^ht revenge and 
death, was surrounded and made prisoner; and the fugitives involved 
in their disaster the town of Sufetula, to which they escaped from the 
sabres, and lances of the Arabs. Sufetula was built one hundred and 
fifty miles to the< south of Carthage ; a gentle declivity is watered by 
a running stream, and shaded by a ^ve of juniper^trees ; and in the 
ruins tff a triumphal arch, a portico, and three temnles a£ the Corin** 
thiaa order, cuiiositV may yet admire the magnificence of the Re^ 
mBns.(S) Aft«^ the ml) oz this opulent city, the provincials and Bar«> 
barians implored on all sides the mercy of the conqueror. His vanity 
or his zeal might be fiattered by offers of tribute or profesmons of faith : 
but his losses, his fatigues, and the progress of an epidcmicBl disease, 
prevented a solid establishment ; and the Saracens, alter a campaigii of 
fifteen months, retreated to the confines of Egypt, wi^ the captives 
and the wealth of their African expedition. The caliph's fifth was 
granted to a favourite, on the nominal payment of five hundred thou^ 
sand pieces of gold j(a) but the state was doubly injured 1i>y this falla^ 
clous transaction, if each fooUsoldier had shai^ one thousand, and 
each horseman three thousand, pieces, in the reardivision of the plun- 
der. The author of the death of Gregory was expected to have claim- 
ed the most precious reward of the victory; from his silence it might 


(l> J<ee Itt a<.tley CHiU. of the Ssmeem, vol, U. p. 45.) tlip iteath of Znhfir, which wae 
luiHMired wuh the lesn of AU. «boiii iie had rebelled. »t the tiege of 

tagtoa, U hWeed It be the wu>o peraoa, U niefitiobed by £«t>ohtas> jCAiinal. 

^*(2) Shtw'i Tisvels, p. 118, 119. 

<2)'Miinicssmptlt/ 8«3r» Abulfeds, eret h»c. et mirt doiiatin ; quitndoi|HideDi 
nomine Mummoi ex aersno prihs abUtos eerario prasiabat, (Aunftl. uoaleni. p. 78.> .BIflncia 

■ i the ' ‘ 

palace of 6tliiiian, It Mood high In tbelr patlllogue oCfrlevauoea.. , 
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he i»rQBUined that he had fallen in the battle; till the teare ahd inrolama* 
tlona of the prefect's deleter at the sight Zobeir revealed the valbur 
and modesty of that gtmant soldier. The unfortunate virgin wah of- 
fered^ and mmost rejectedi as a slave^ by her father's murderer, who 
eooUy declared that his sw^ was consecr^ed to the service of religion; 
and that he laboured for a reoompence far above the charms of mortal 
Seauty, or the riches of this* transitory Hfe. A reward congenial to hts 
temper, was the honourable commission of announcing to the calinh 
Othman the success of his arms. The conmanions, the chiefs, and the 
people, were assembled, in the mosch of Medina, to hear the interest.* 
mg narrative of Zobeir ; and, as the orator forgot nothing except the 
merit of his own counsels and anions, the name of Abdallim was joined 
by the Arabians with the heroic names of Caled and Amrou.(l) 

The western compiests of the Saracens were suspended near twenty 
years, till tWr dissensions were composed by the establishment of the 
house of Ommiyah ; and the caliph Moawiyah was invited by the cries 
of the Africans themselves. The successors of Heraclius had been in- 
formed of the tribute which they had been compelled to stipulate with 
the Arabs : but instead of being moved to pity and relieve their dis- 
tresses^ they imposed, as an equivalent or a fine, a second tribute of a 
similar amount. The ears of the Byzantine ministers were shut against 
the complaints of their poverty and ruin : their despair was reduced to 
prefer the dominion of a single naster ; and the extortions of the pa- 
triarch of Carthage, who was invested with civil and military power, 
^ovoked the sectaries, and even the Catholics, of the Roman province 
to abinre the religion as well as the authority of their tyrants. The 
first lieutenant of Moawiyah acquired a just renown, subdued an im- 

e nt city, defeated an army of thirty thousand Greeks, swept awi^ 
M)re thousand captives, and enriched with their spoils the bold ad- 
venturers of Syria and Egypt.(2) But the title of conqueror of Africa 
more justly due to his successor Akbah* He marched from Damas- 
cus at the head of ten thousand of the bravest Arabs : and the genuine 
force of the Moslems was enlarged by the doubtful aid and conversion 
of many thousand Barbarians. It would be difficult, nor is it necessary, 
to trace the accurate Ime of the progress of Akb^. The interior 
regions have been, peopled by the orientals with fictitious armies and 
imaginary citadels. In the warlike province of Zab or Numidia, four- 
score thousand of the natives might assemble in arms ; but the number 
of three hundred and sixty towns is incompatihlc with the ignorance or 
decay of husbandry ;(3) and a circumference of three leagues will not 
be justified by the ruins of Erbe or Lambesa, the ancient metropolis of 
that inland country. As we approach the sea-coast, the well-knoun 
cities of Bugi^i) and Tangier(5) define the more certain Umits of the 
Saracen victories. A remnant of trade still adheres to the con.modious 
harbour of Bugia, which, in a more prosperous age, is said to liave con- 
tained about twenty thousand houses ; and the plenty of iron which is 
dug from the adijacent mountains i^ht have supplied a braver people 
with the instruments nf defence. The remote ^sitton and venerable 
antiquity of Tiugt, or Tangier, have been decorated by the Greek and 
Arabian fables ; but the figurative expressions of the latter, that the 

0) Eirtirrpareirtnw llapMtpKtf rtt* ^upavv^ Tp^ypoi^rorrov 

•Wirwtwt, nai rovt evp «vrM Krttvav^tf ttai trotxnaavrti ^opov^ fiira rwp h^tpup 

Tfacvplniif. CSioilofTipb. p. ^ cdU. Paris. hU dironolotyis loose uiid Ineccurate. 

.(S) 'ibeophBues (In CliroiicKimph. p. S98.) luscrU themgue rutnuurs (hat niittfat.rracli 
Contltijuinople. of ili« urtstern conooestf of the Arabs ; ahd I learn fmm Paul Waniefiid, 
dtoacon of A&ifiMn, <de GeMls Latigidrard, 11b. t. c. IS.) that ai tbit lime the/ seut a fleet 
fpuin AlexandrU Into the Slcllfsn and Afrtcsn seat. 

(3) See Novalrl (apud Otter, p. ilS.) Leo AfHeanut (fol. 81, verso), who reckons only 
cinqtie citta A inflnite csssl ; Marmol, (Description de I'Amsoe, torn. 111. p. 33.) and Smv, 
(Travels, e 57. 65—68.) 

is ff? S* *vcto. Marmol, tom. ll. p <15* Bh$w, p. iS» ^ 
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walla .were conatructed of bras^ and that llie ropiv were covered with 
gold and silver, mav be ^int^reted as the emblems of streagthwnd 
opulence. The province of Maaritania Tiogitaiia,(i} which assumed 
toe name of the capital, had been imperfectlv discovered and settled by 
the Romans ; the nve colonies were condnea to a narrow pale, and the 
more southern parts were siddom’ explored except by toe agents of 
luxury, who seardied the forests for ivory and the citron*wood\2) and 
the shores of the ocean for the purple i^eU-dah« The fearless Akbah 
plunged into the b^i^t of the country, traversed the wilderness in which 
his successors erected the splendid capitals of Fez and Morocco(S) 
aud at length penetrated to the verge of the Atlantic and great 
desert. The river Sus descends from the western sides of mount Atlas^ 
fertilizes, like the Nile, the adjacent soil, and fhlls into the sea at a 
moderate distance from the Cana:^, or Fortunate, islands. * Its hanks 
were inhabited by the last of the Moors, a race of savages, without laws, 
or discipline, or religion ; they were astonished by the strange aud irre- 
sistible terrors of the oriental arms ; and, as they possessed neither 
gold nor silver, the richest spoil was the beauty'^f the female captives^ 
some of whom were afterward sold for a thousand pieces of gold. The 
career, though not the zeal, of Akbah was checked by the ])rospect of a 
boundless ocean. Ha spurred his horse into the waves, and raising his 
eyes to heaven, exclaimed with the tone of a fanatic — Great Goo 1 if 
** my course were not stopped by this sea, I would still go on, to the 
unknown kingdoms of the west, preaching the unity of thy h<dy 
'' name, and putting to the sword the rebellmus nations who worship 
any other gods than tbee.'X-t) Yet this Mahometan Alexander, who 
sighed for new worlds, was unable to preserve his recent conquests* 
By the univei'snl defection of the Greeks and Africans, he was recalled 
from the shores of the Atlantic, and the surrounding multitudes left 
him only the resource of an honourable deaUi. The last scene was dig- 
nihed by an example of national virtue. An ambitious chief, who liM 
disputed the command and failed in the attempt, was led about as a 
prisoner in the camp of the Arabian general. The insurgents h^ 
trusted to his discontent and revenge ; he disdained their offers and re- 
vealed their designs. In the hour of danger, the grateful Akbah un- 
locked his fetters, and advised him to retire ; he chose to die under the 
banner of his rivaL Embracing as friends and maityrs, they unsheathed 
their scimitars, broke their scabbards, and maintained an obstinate 
combat till they fell bp each other’s side on the last of their i^ughtered 
countrymen. I'he third general or governor of Africa, Zobeir, avenged 
and encountered the fate of his predecessor. He vanquished the natives 

(1) Ignobi]}*. et vis quic<iuam ilfiratre aorttui, parvis oppidia babitatur, pftrvadttinioa 
•oiiUli* Milo quam Tlrit meilor, at aasnltie gentis obacuni. Pouipoiilna Mela, 1. 5 3. 10. 
Mel» deaervet the more credit, aince his uwii Phtsniclan ancestors had migrated flrom Tingi' 
tana to Spain. (See In S. 6. a passage of that geographer so cruelly tortured by Satniasius, 
Isaac Vussiiis, and the most virui iit of critics> James Oronovius.) He lived at the litoe of 
the dnal reduction of that country by the emperor (.laiidlus , yet almost thirty years alterivard, 
Pliuy (Hist. Nat 5 1.) complains at bis authors, too lazy to iuqulre, too proud to coufess 
their Igiioiaiice of that wild and remote prunoce. 

(S) i'iie foolish Ashton of this citron-wood prevailed at Rome among the men, as much as 
the taste for pearls atiioug the women. A round board or table, four or dve foet iu diameter, 
sold for the pike of an estate (latifniidii taxatioiie,) eight, leu. or twelve thousand pounds, 
sterling. (Plln, Hist. Natiir 13. 39.) | coucetve that 1 must uot confound the tree tUmr 
with that of tile fruit dtrum, Hut J arn not botanist enough io deAoe the former (it is iike 
the wild cypress) by the vulgar or LinniBati name ; nor will I decide whether the dtrutn be 
' the orange or the lemon, balmaalus appears to exhaust the subject, but be too involves him- 
.self in the web of his disorderly eruditiouv (PHuian. Exercitat. tom il. p. 6(i6, 4tc.) 

(3) Leo African, ful. 16, verso. Martnol, tom. il. p. S3. This province, tlie llret scene of 
the exploits aud greatness of the c/icr^e, ss often mentioned ip the curious history of that 
dynasty at tbe eod of the ihhd volume of Mxroiol, Oescriptlou de rAflrique. ‘Ihe third vol. 
of tbe tlecberches Hlstorlqued sur les Manres (lately published at Paris), illustnites the his- 
tory and geography of the kingdom of Fes and Morocco. 

(4) Otter ip. 119.) bus given the strong tone of dhuatlcism to this exclamation, which 
Car&nne (p. 37 ) has softened to a pious wish of fVtaeMng the Koran. Yet they had both 
tbe same text of Novalrl before tbeir eyes. 
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nuiny b^les ; oV^hrolwn by il tirky, wMdi 

j^nbutople Imtf sent to tike i^ief of 
It tuMi been the praxes of the MpoHsh tilbee to' the 

kvadoiis, to dklure to nroiM|Ko itith'^ audio reVidt to their 

save^ Bteto of indqpeiidcb'oe im the first repeat or 'mfs- 

krtami q £ the Mortem* • The pfadeiior ^ Akbsh had proposed to 
found an^AVabkui cpkny in. iheli^rt of AMea ; n that might 
eiirh the levity of the, Bttrhaiiaid^ a plaeS? of refhm to sectire^ a^inst 
the aoeidents of war^ €k^ wealth and tne famihes orthe ^aeens* ^ith 
this view, and nnder the moded title of the stadoa of a oeravan^ he 

S nt^ Ink colony in the fiftieth year of the Hejgira. In its present 
Ay, Cairoan(l) still holds the second rank in the kingdom of Tunis^ 
' firOm which it is distant about fifty miles to the south ;(9) its inland 
aituaCion^ twelve mdch westward of the sea^ has protected the city from 
the (^eek and Sicilian fleets. When the wild beasts and serpents wei*e 
coctiipatedi when the forest^ or rather wilderness^ was cleared^ the vestiges 
of a Komantown were discovered in a sandy plain : the vegetaUe !fi>odof 
Cairoan U brought from afar ; and tbe scarcity of springs constrains 
the inhabitants tp collect in cisterns and reservoirs a precmous supply 
of rain-water. These obstacles were subdued by the industry of Akbtdi ; 
he traced a ciicumference of three thousand imd six huimred paces^ 
whi<^ hb encompassed with a brick wall ; in the space of five years, the 
governor's paiace was surrounded with a si\fficient number of private 
oalfitations ; a spacious zno^ was supported dv five hundred columns of 
granite, porphyry, and Numidian marble'; and Cairoan became thh seat 
of learning as weU as of empire. But these were the glories of a later 
age ; the new colony was shaken by the successive defeats of Akbah 
and ^tobeir, and the western expeditions were again interrupted W the 
civil diiiCOrd of the Arabian moiiarcliy. Tlie son of the valiant 2iobeir 
maintained a war of twelve years, a sie^ of seven months, against the 
house of Ommiyah. xAbdalliw was ^ said to unite the fierceness of the 
lion with the subtlety of tbe fox ; but if he inherited the courage, he 
, was devoid of the generosity, of his fHther.(3) 

The return of domestic peace allowed the caliph Abdalmalek to re- 
sume the coimuest of Africa ; the standard was delivered to Hassan 
^vemor of ^gyp^, and the revenue of that kingdom, with an anny of 
forty thousand men, was consecrated to' the important service. In the 
vicissitudes of war, the interior provinces had been alternately won and 
lost by the Saracens. But the sea-coast still remained in the hands of 
the Greeks ; the predecessors of Hassan had respected the name and 
fi^ifications of Carthage ; and the number of its defimders wps recruit- 
ed by the fugitives of Cabes and Tripoli. The arms of Hassan were 
bolder and more fortunate ; he reduced and pillaged the toetiopolis of 
Africa ; and the mention of scaling-ladders may justify the ^aspicion 
that he anticipate^ by a sadden assault, the more to^ous operations of 
a regular siege. But the joy of the conquerors was soon disturbed by 
the appearance of the Christian succours. The prefect apd patrician 
John, a general of experience and renown, embarked at Constantinople 
the forces of the eastern empire ;(4} they were joined by the ships and 


(1) Tbe foitndatiou nf Ceiroan i« meutlunert by Ockley | (Hlit. of tbe Sanicene, vol. p. p. 
130,) find tiie eicusUioiiy mescti, of tbe c.it>, are den^nbed by Leo Atricaiiui, (f<il. 

75.) Mafuiol, (toiu.'n. p. 532 ) and Kbaiy O'* ^^0 

(2) A pOtteatoia^ CbottCli ft'eouept, oii^ke Itaa been Uie coufoiitidhts, frotp a slksbt »inii. 
IKude of name, tbe Vjfiette of tbe Oreetii. and tbe Cairoan of tbe Arabs, two ctUea which 
are ae^anited by ait iptervak of p tboiiMtid mllea afous tbe aea-^joaat. The great Tbinnut bae 
not eecaped tbkv^Ault, tbe let* excntable, ae it is cuiiuected with a formal and elaborate d^ 
at.rhition of Africa. (Hlstoriar. lib. vli. c. 9, la tomi. II. p. 240. edit. Ruckley.) 

(5J Besidet tbe Arabic cbroiiiGl«« of Abuifeda, Elrtuicla, and AbulpbiiragioB, under tba 
aeveiity-tfaird year of Jhe Hegira, we may coiisiiU d’Herbclot (Bibiiot OrienL p. 7 ) mid 
Orktey. (Uisi, of tbe naraceiis, vol. ii p.^39— 319.) llie Utter baa Slven tbe last and pglliidtc 
dialogue beureeu Abdnilati nuu bis motber ; but be bus forgot a physical effect, of bar grief 
Ifitr his death, the rctiiin, at tbe age si iiinety, 4 ud fatal couseqiieiicfft, ot her meneett 
0) Acovr$ov . • • a'lrctirra tu T’(«i/iic({kot ct*^7r\icc ‘tr\mfia, crpurtfjoy re tir* avToir tmtypif 
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Mldieirs ^ Sioilyji wl » powerfol rei^foroemient of Gottts(l} #w ob* 
tainedftomtliOfeaKittndre%U>]iiQflilioBpmijuib iMtreigbt 

pf the oon&derptp Mko tfae cMo ivat fwded Hw an^iMica of 
thdliarbour ; the Arebe relirecto or Tiipoli ; flie CQifijrt^ftts 

leaded ; .the dtlaeoe ludM the eae^ii of the Odd the ei'eter Irao 
Idly iroeted ia the dream of vtdory or delhrevenoeb Bat A£aea irea 
irrecoverahly loat $ the eeal and reaeatai^t Of 4e eommander of tibe 
faithfoKd) orepar ed Id the eoeuiiut i^rlof a more imsoeroua eaouMttent 
hy aea and land ; and the patnolan In his turn trae eompcfied^to 
evacuate the post and fortideationa of Cartha^ A second hatcle a^aa 
fou^t in the neig^boiurhood of Utica 2 the Greeka and Gotha Mre 
again defeated ; and their timely embarhation aaved them drom the 
award of Hassan, who had invesM the sl^t and inaodlcient rampart 
of ihmr camp. Whatever yet remained of Carthage^ was delivenm to 
the flames^ and the colony of IKdo(3) and Cfssar lay desolate above two 
hundred years^ till a part, perhaps a twentieth^ of the old drcum- 
fsrenca was repeopled by the first <n the Fatimite caliphs. In the be- 
ginning of the suteenth centu^, the second capital of the west was 
represented by a mosch^ a colle^ without atudents^ twenty^five or 
thirty shops, and the huts or five hundred peasants, who, in their abject 
poverty, displayed the arrogance of the Jhinio senators. Even that 
paltry village w^s swept away by the Bpaniards whom Chaides V. had 
stationed in the fortress of tne Goletta. ruins of Carthage have 
perished ; and the place might be unknown, if some broken ardies of an 
aqueduct did not guide the footsteps of the inquisitive tr8veller.(4)* 
The Greeks were expelled, but tbe Arabians were not yet makers of 
the country. In the interior provinces of the Moors or jBsr6cr#,^£) so 
feeble under the first Ciesars^ so formidable to the Byzantine prinees, 
maintained a disorderly resistance to the religion and poweSr of the suc« 
cessors of Mahomet. Under tbe standard of their queen Cahina, the 
independent tribes acquired some degree of union and discipline ; and 
as the Moorp respectea in their femalm the character of a prophetess, 


rov narptKto*, tuttttftoit runt mXefUtti^, irpof Kopx'f&oi'a Kara 2apaic/^wv 

Nicephon c omti^aiiopoUtani Brcvltr p. SS. Tbe patriarch of Conatatinncple, 
with Theophanei, (Cbroitograpb. p. SOS.) have aligtiUy mcDtlonad tbli la«t aitcmpt for tb« 
relief of Afkica. Fajp (Crlttcv lom. iii p. 129. lil.) baa nicely lacertained tbC ebroDoiogy 
by 4 airict oompariaoti of tbe Arabic and ByaantlDe bhtoriaiia, wbo often duagree both In time 
and fact See likewise a note of otter (p 12 I ) 

(1) Oove a* erauo ndotii 1 fiobtti Romani e i GiOHj and afterward. I Romani anggirouo c 
I Gutti lasclaroilo Carthttine. (Leo African, fol. 72. reeto.) I know not ftom wbat Arabic 
writer the African derived hie Onthe : but ibe fact, though new. is so iiUerestint and so pro- 
bable. ibat I wjU accept it on the slightest authority. 

(2) This commander is styled by NIcephonis. BatftXsb? Sa<»aKe*'««r. a vagae. tbongb not im- 
proper, de^nitioii, of the caliph. 1 bcoplianes introduces toe strange appellatloti of npoTo- 
<rvuytfu\m. which his Intei prefer Qoar explains by Vixir Azem They may approach the tnitb. 
in designing tbe active part of the minister, rather than the pnnee , but they forgot that the 
OmmIddes bad only a kateb, or aecreury. and that the office of vizier was not revived or 
iusUtated till the one hundred and thirty second year of the Hegira. (0*Herbelot, p. 912 ) 

(5) According to boUuns. (lib. 27 p. edit* Salmas.) tbe Carthage of Uhlo stood either iiz 
hundred and seveuty-seven or seven hundred and thirty seven years , a various reading, which 
proceeds from the difference of MSS. or editioni. (Salinas Phnmn, fcxerUt tom. 1 328 > 
Tbe former of these acconuts, which gives eight benom and twetity4h!ree years before Cht^mt, 
Is more consistent with the well weighed testimony of Velklns Patercnlns; but the latter la 
preferred bv oar ebronologists (Marsfiam. < anon. Chron p. SOS.) as more agreeable to tbe 
Hebrew and t yrlan annals 

(4) Leo Afttcaii. fol. 71. verse, 72. recto. Bfarmol, tom II. p. 445-.147. Shaw. p. SO. 

(5) The history of the word Barbar may he classed under four perlods.—l. In tbe time 

bf tloiner. when the urecks end Asiatics might probably use a common Idiom, the imitative 
sound of Bat bur was Applied t» the ruder tribes, whose pronounciation was most harsh, 
whose grammar was most defective. Kap«r (Iliad 2. 867 with tiie Oafoid 

kcboltast, Ctaite*s Annotation, and Henry Stephen's Greek rbesanrus, tom. i. p 720.) 2. 

From tbe tunc, at least, of Herodotus. It was extended to all the nations wbo were strangers 
to tbe laugnage and manners of the Greeks. 5. In the age of Plautus, tbe Romans sabiplU 
ted to tbe Cnantt (Pompeius Pestin, Hh, it p, 48 edit Ihickr,) and fteeiy gave iheo^ves 
name of Darbsrians fliev iutenstbly elaioied an exemption for Italy, and her stimect pro- 
vinces ; and at length removed the disgraeeftil appelMtfon to tbe savage or hoUlie natfoiie 
beyond the pale of the empire 4 In every sense It was due to tbe Moota; the IkmlHar word 
wee Borrowed ftoin the Luiiti provtnciali by Gie Arabian congocrorf. abd hasJasCly settled as 
a local denoininativn (BarbAry) along the northern coast or Aftica 
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thejr attacked the invaders i%ith aa enthttiHOsai" simihqr^tn their own. 
The veteran bapda^of Hassan were inadequate to the deli^e of<r Africa: 
the conquests of an age were lost in a single day ; and the Arabian 
chiefj overwhelmed by the torrents, retired to the confines of Egypt, 
and expected, five years, the promised succours of the caliph* After 
the retreat of the Saracens, the victorious prophetess assembled the 
Moorish chiefs, and recomlnended a measureof strange and savage policy. 

Our cities (s^ she,} and the gold and silver whiw they contain, per- 
** petualiy attract the arms of the Arabs. These vile metals are not 
the oljects of our ambition ; we content ourselves with the rimple 
productions of the earth. Let us destroy these cities; let us bury in 
their ruins those pendciots treasures ; and when the avarice of our 
foes shall be destitute of temptation, perhaps they will cease to dis- 
'' iurb the tranquillity of a waruke people/* The proposal was accept- 
ed with unanimous applause. From Tangier to Tripoli, the budding, 
or at least the fortifications, were demolished, the fruit-trees were cut 
down, the means of subsistence were extirpated, a fertile and populous 
garden was changed into a desert, and the historians of a more recent 
period could dkcern the frequent traces of the prosperity and devasta- 
tion of their ancestors. Such is the tale of the modem Arabians. 
Yet I strongly suspect that their ignorance of antiquity, the love of the 
marvellous^ and tlofi fashion of extolling the philosopnv of Barbarians, 
has induced them to describe, as one voluntary act, the Cslamlties of 
three hundred years, since the first fury of the Donatists and Vandals. 
In the progress of the revolt, Cahina had most probably contributed her 
share of destruction ; and the darm of universm ruin might terrify and 
alienate the cities that had reluctantly yielded to her unworthy yoke. 
They no longer hoped, perhaps they no loqger wished, the return of their 
Byzantine sovereigns : their present sermude was not alleviated by the 
benefits of order and justice ; and the most zealous Catholic must pre- 
fer the imperfect truths of the Koran to the blind and rude idolatry of 
the Moors. The {general of the Saracens was again received as the 
saviour of the province ; the friends of civil society conspired against 
the savages of the land ; and the royal prophetess was glam in the first 
battle which overturned the baseless tabric of her superstition and em- 
pire. The same spirit survived under the successor of Hassan ; it was 
nnolly qu^ed by the activity of Musa and his two sons, but the num- 
ber of me rebels may be presumed from that of three hundred thousand 
captives ; sixty thousand of whom, the caliph's fifth, were sold for the 
profit of the public treasury. Thirty thousand of the Barbarian youth 
were enlisted in the troops ; and the pious labours of Musa to inculcate 
the knowledge and practice of the Koran, accustomed the Africans to 
obey the apostle of God and the commander of the faithful.^ In their 
dimate and government, their diet and habitation, the wandering Moors 
resembled the Bedo weens of the desert. With the reli^on, thev were 
proud to adopt the languagb, name, and origin of Arabs: the blood of 
the strangers and natives was insensiUy mingled ; and from the Eu- 
phrates to the Atlantic the same natioii might seem to be difl^sed over 
the sandy plains of Asia and Africa. Yet I will not deny that fifty 
thousand tents of pure Arabians might be transported over the Nile, 
and scattered through the Libyan desert ; and I am not ignorant that 
five of the Moorish tribes still retain their barhureus idiom, with the 
appellation and character of white African8.(l) 

V. In the progress of conquest from the north and south, the Goths 

(1) The Srit booh of Leo Afrlcanm, and the observatione of Dr. Sbav. (p* 

St7i Ac.) will throw enine Hgbt on the rovini; tribee ol Barbaiy, of Arabian or Hooriih dea. 
cent, but hbaw bad seen tbeae aavacea with diatant terror ; and Uo, a captive la the Vad. 
cin, appeara to have lost more of bis Arabic, than he could acquire of Greek or Ri>mau 
lewntoi. Many of bis gross mistahes uiiytii bv detected f q the first period of the Mabomeian 
blsioi)^. 
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fmd the Ssriiieeiiar eneoentered each other oil the confines of Eorope and 
Africa. opinion of the latter the dtfihrence of religloa is a trea- 

sonable ground of ^‘mity> and warfare.(l) As early as the tiiac of 
OthmanX^) their piratical squadt^ns had ravaged the coasts of Andalu- 
sia ;(3) nor had they forgotten the relief of Oartlmge by the. Gothic 
succours. In that age, as well as in the present^ we kings of Spain 
were .possessed of the fortress of Ceuta ; one of the columns of B^bur 
les^ which is divided hy a narrow strait from the opposite pillar or^point 
of Europe. A small ^rtion of Mauritania was stlH wanting to the 
African conquest ; but Mufa^ in the pride of victory, was rq>u]aed from 
the walls of peuta,.by the vigilance ,and courage of count Julian^ the 
general of the Goths. From his disappointment and perplbxi^, Musa 
was relieved by an unexpected message of the Christian chief, who of- 
fered his place, his person, and his sword, to the successors of Mahomet, 
and solicited the disgraceful honour of introducing their arms into the 
heart of Spain.(4) If we inquire into the cause of his treache^, the 
Spaniards will repeat the popular story of his dai^hter Cava ;(3) of a vir- 
gin who was seduced, or ravished, by her sovereign ; of a father who sa- 
crificed his religion mid country to the thirst of revenge. The passions 
of princes have often been licentious and destructive ; but this well- 
known tale, romantic in itself, is indifferently supported by external 
evidence ; and the history of l^ain will suggest some motives of in- 
terest and policy more congenial to the breast of a veteran 8tatesman.(6) 
After the decease or deposition of Witiza, his two sons were sup- 
planted by the ambition of Roderic, a noble Goth, whose father, the duke 
or governor of a province, had fallen a victim to the preceding tyranny. 
The monarchy was still elective ; but the sons of Witmi, educatea on the 
steps of the threme, were impatient of a private station. Their resentment 
was the more dangerous, as it was varnished with the dissimulation of 
courts : their followers were excited by the rememberance of favours and 
the promise of a revolution ; and their unde Oppas, archbishop of Toledo 
and Seville, was the first person in the church, and the second in the 
state. It is probable that Julian was involved in the disgrace of ^he 
unsuccessful faction ; that he had little to hope and much to fear from 
the new reign ; and that the imprudent king could not forget or for- 
give the injuries whicih Roderic and his family had sustained. The 
merit and influence of the count rendered him a useful or formidable 
subject : his estates were ample, his followers bold and numerous, and 

(1) III a conference witli a prince of the Greeks, Anirou observed that tbetr relision iraa 
dltferent; upon viiicii score U i^as lawful for brothers to qiiarrek Ockley’s History of the 
.Saruccus, vul. i. p. 32S. 

(2) illiiilfciia. Annal, Moslem, p 7S vers. Relskc. 

(3) riie name of Aiidalnsla Is apfUied by the Arabs not only to the modern province, but 
to the whole peninsula ot Spain. (Geograph Ntib. p 151 t)*nerbeiot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 
114, 115.) The etymology has been most improbably deduced from VandalusU, country of 
the vandals. ((>*Auvtlle, Euts de i’Eorope, p. 146, 147, dte } But the Haudalusia of casiri, 
which signiftes In Arabic, the region of the evening, of the west, Iti a word, the Hesperia of 
the Greeks. Is perfectly opposite, (Bibllou Arablco.Hisp8na. torn. 11 p. 327. dec.) 

(i) The fall and re&uirectinii of the Gothic monartiiy are related b) Manana (tom. I. p. 
S3S— 360 tib. VI c. ld-*-26 lib vli c 1.2.) 1 bat historian has infused into his noble woik 
CHistoine de Rebus HUpatnie, libri 30. Hag» Cunulliini 1733, in four volumes in tolio, with 
the Coiitifluatioti of Miuiaiia) the style and spirit of a Hoitiau classic ; and after the twelUh 
centnrv. his knowledge and judgment may be safely trosted. But the Jesuit Is not exempt 
IVom the piejiidices of Ills order: he adopts and adorns, like hia rival Biichauaii, the most 
absord of the nutlonat legends ; he Is too careless of criticism and chronology, and supplies, 
from a lively fancy, the chasms of historical evidence. Ifaese chasms are large and fregueot , 
Roderic, archbishop of *1 i>Jedo, the fbtlicr of the bpanisli histoi}'. Jived Ave hundred years 
aUer the coiiQue.Hs of the Arabs; autl the more eariy accoiinu are comprised in some meagre 
Hues of the blind chronicles of Isidore of tfadajuz (Pacensis,) and of Alplio!K>o HI. king of 
Leon, ii'h^ch 1 have seen oulv In the Annals of Pagi. 

(5) le viol (says Voltaire) est tussi dlIBcile k fsire ffu*A pronver. Dea Ev^ques le sereleat 
ils ligPttS pour line AUef (Hist. Generale, o. 26.) His arfiimeiit is not logically conclusive. 

(6) In tbtt stolry of Cava, Mariana (Ub. vi. c. 21 p. 241, 242.) teems to vie with the Lncre- 
.laof Livy. Lus the anctents, he teidom quotes: and the oldest testimony of Bacontos, 
(Annil. Eedes. A. U* 713, no. 19.) that ot Lucas Tudensii, a Gatllctaii deacon of the tbir- 
teentli coiitury, only says Cava qmim pro toncublnk utebatur 
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it was toe fatally shewn thaV l>7 hk Andalnaiaii mSi, JMaityltahia«i^cte« 
mands/ he^h^ in his hands the keys ^ the Spaaisdi moia^^y, Teh 
feeble^ hofwkm^ to meet hit neymrmip in urma, he iougfat the idAef a 
foreign , posrej; andW mah ihvita&m of the Moors and Arabs .po^ 
duoed the calainitiei of eighthundred Tjesare* In his apistlest or in a 
personal interview^ hetweaiOd the wealth and nakedness of his^eouo* 
tyy ; the weakne^ef an unpopular piince; the degeneniey of an 
mlnate people* The Oothil were no lim§ex the victoriona Barbarians 
who had humbkd.the pride of Rome, despoiled^ the queen of nations^ 
and penetrated from the Danube to the Atlantlo ocean* Secluded from 
the worid the Byrenean mountains, the successors of Alario had 
slumbered in a long peace ; the walls of the dries were mouldered into 
dust,: the youth abandcmed tbe ereroise of arms ; and the presump- 

tion of their ancient renown would expose them in a field of battle to 
riie first assault of the invaders. The ambitious Saracen was fired by 
tbe eaise, and importance of the attempt ; but the execution was delayed 
tUl he had consulted the commander of the faithful ; and his messenger 
retsurfied with the permission of Walid to anne^ the unknown kUtpiomB 
bf'tfae west to the rel^ion and throne of the c^jd^ In his residence 
of Tangier, Musa, with secrecy and caution, continued his correspon- 
dence and hastened his preparCitionB. But the remorse of the consmra- 
tors was soothed by Uie tall^iona assurance, that he riiould content him- 
self with the glory and spoil, without aspiring to establish the Moslems 
beyond the sea that separates Africa fi'om £urope*(l) 

Before Musa Would trust an am^ oi the faithfiu to the traitors and 
infidels of a foreim land, he made a less dai^rous trial of their strength 
and veracity. ^ One hundred Arabs, and four hundred Africans, pas^ 
over, in four vemels, from Tangier, or Ceuta; the place of their descent 
on the opposite shore of tbe strait, is marked by the name of Tarif their 
diief ; and the date of this memorable event(8> is fixed to the monrii of 
Ramadan, of tbe mnety*first year of the ^egira, to the month of July, 
seven hundred and forty-eight years from the Spanish era of CflB8ar,(3) 
seven hundred and ten after the birth of Christ. , From their first "sta- 
tion they inarched eighteen mQes through a hilly country to the casrie 
and town of Julia:« ;(4) on which (it is still called Algexire) they be- 
stowed the name of the Green Island, from a verdant cape that advances 
into the sea. Their hospitable entertainment, the Christians who 
joined their standard, their inroad into a fertile and unguarded 
province, the richness of their spoil, and the safety of their return. 


(1) Tbe orteiitats, £linacln, Abulptiaragins, Abulfeda, pass over the co&qoestof Spain in 
silence, or wub a single word, ihe text of \ovairt. and the other Arabian writers, is repre* 
sentedi though with some fmeigu alloy, by M» de C^rdouue, (fiJst. de rAfriqoe et oe V £f< 
pagne sous la Domination des i4r.ibes, Paris, 17S5, three volt, in duodecimo, torn. !. o. 55«-> 
lli.> and more concisely by M. de Oiilgnes. Hist, des Huns, tom. 1. p. jM7-^890.> The 
lilirarian of tbe Escurtat has not sacl|Ped my hopes : yet be appears to have search^ wlUi 
diligence his broken materiulb ; and tbe fatsiory oi the conquest is illustrated by some valuable 
fragments of tbe genuine Razis, (who wrote at Corditha, A H 500.) of Ren Hazft, Ac. See 
Uibliot. Arablco^lspam, tom. It. p. 52. lOS, 106 18S.25S. 519-532. On this occasion, the. 
Industry of Pagl has been aided by the Arabic learning of bis friend the abbd de Lougueriie, 
und to tbeir joint Uliours I not deeply indebted. 

(2) A mistake of lloderic of Toledo, in comparing the lunar years of the Hes^ra with the 
Attban >eurs of tbe era, has determined Baronins, attrlana, and the crowd of Spanish hte- 
lorians, to place the first Invasion In the year 715, and the battle of lUMs In November 
Tiiia aiiachionlsm of thfce years has been detected by the more correct Industry of 'modern 
chronologies, above air, of Pagl, (crltica, tom. III. p. 1C8. 171 >‘>174 ) who have restored tbe 
genuine state revolutioii. At the present time au Arahiaii scholar, like Cardoune, who 
adopts the ancient error, (turn i p, 75.) is inexcusably ignorant or careless. 

(3) tbp eta of Cssur, which In Spalu was In legal and popiiUr nse till the fourteenth cen- 
tury, beritis thirty-eight ye.irs iicfore the birth of Christ l would refer the <irigu> to tbe 
geueial peace by sea and l.iud, which condoned the power and partition of the t^lnmvlra. 
fDlon. Cassius, lib. i6. p. 547. 553. Aupiau de Ml Civil, bb. v. p 1034 edit, foi.) Spain 
was a province of Ctesar Dctaviaii ; and Tarragona, which raised the drst temple to AMguitni, 
(Tacit. AuiibI. 1. 7S ) might borrow j'roiu tbe orieutals this mode of daUtry. 

' (4) llie toad, tbe country, the. old castle of count Julian, and tbe superstitious belief of 
the Spaniards of hidden treasures, dco are described by Fere labat (Voyages en Eapague ri 
en Italic, tom. I. p. 207—217.) with bis usual pleasantry. 
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ailBOtiiiieeA icr H^iir brf»ti%[3^ tha most favonrabk om^ of vli^oiy. 
In the eitsa&ig tpHiigi five thonsaad veCeraiis and velulitoer* were 
e&fberked ooffwmmd of l^arik^ a d^niidieief sldUlii 

who ^apfictations of hie ddof ; imd the neoms^ Mif* 

sports weiemvifiedb]^ the lodustiy of tbifir too tH^SifSK 
oenekmded(l) the pHIar or ^nt of BdropO; the oormj^ aad huui- 
limr «{MlZfmoii of Chfoaitar Tirik) deecrBpeaHme^mOttiitaln 

of Terik; mid the inti^hmeaatwef Mhii^p fiM ohtliliei of 

those fortifications, which, hi '^e hahds, of oor o<htiii|^inetu hmrO fe- 
sisjted the art and power of the house of BOuthon* Tore mli^MCeitt go- 
vernors infmhmed the court of Toledo of the descent end pr eg t Ose of 
the Arifiis ; and the defeat of his lieutenant Sdeco^ who had hew eoiU-> 
manded to seize and bind the presumptnons strangers, admoniidEed 
Roderic of the magnitude of the dmiger. At the row summons, the 
dukes, and counts, the bishops and nwles of the Gotmc monarchy, as- . 
sembled at the head of their followers; and the title of king of the 
Romans, which is employed by anrATabic historian, maybe excused by 
the close nffilnity of language, religion, and manners, between the na« 
tions of Spain. His army consisted of ninetw or a hundred thousand 
men ; a formidable power, if their fidelity ana discipline had been ade- 
qriate to their ' numbers. The troops of Tank had been augmented to 
twelve thousand Saracens; but the Christian mslecbotents were at- 
tracted by the influence of Julian, ' and a crowed of Africans most 
peedily tasted the temporal blessi^ of the Koran* In the sieigh-' 
bourhood of Cadiz, the town of Xered(Q) has been illustrated by the 
encounter which determined the fate of the kii^om ; the stream of 
the Oundalete, which falls into the bay, divided the two camps, and 
maHced the advancing and retreating skirmishes of three successive 
and bloody days. On the fourth day, the ^two armies joined a more 
serious decisive issue ; but Alaric would have Hushed at the sif^t 
of his unworthy successor, sustaining on his head a diadem of pearls, 
encumbered witli a flewin'g robe of gmd and wlken embroiderv, and re- 
clining on a litter, or car of ivorj^, drawn by two white mules. Not- 
withstanding the valour of the Saracens, they fainted under the weight 
of rnultitades, and tW plain of Xeres w'as overspread with sixteen 
thousand of their dead bodies. “ My brethren (said Tarik to his sur- 
** viving companions), the enemy is before you, the sea is b^ind ; 

whither would ye fiy ? Follow your general ; I am resolved either 
“ to lose my life, or to trample on the prostrate king of the Romans." . 
Besides the resource of despair, he confided in the secret corre^on- 
dence and nocturnal interviews of count Julian, with the sons and $he 
brother of Witiza. The two princes and the archbishop of Toledo oc- 
cupied the most important post : their well-timed defection broke the 
rcnks of the Christians ; each warrior was prompted by fear or suspi- 
cion to consult his personal safety ; and the remains of the Gothic anwy 
was scattered or destroyed in the flight and pursuit of tlie three fol- 
lowing days. Amidst the general dkorder, Roderio started from his 
car, and^ mounted Orelia, tne fleeteet of his horses ; but be escaped 
from a ^Idier's death to perish more ignobly in the waters of the 
Boetis or Guadalmiivir. His diadem, his robes, and his courser, were 
fountd on the banK ; but ad the body of the Gothic prince was lost m 
the waves, the pride and ignorance of the caliph must have been grati- 
fied with some meaner head, which was exposed in triumph before the 
palace of Damascus. And sucfv (continues ^ vHiant historian of the 

(l) 1‘ne Nubian Ocofcrapher (p. Ifi4,) explulni ibe tApograpbr tbe war; but it l> bisbiy' 
incruflible that tbe lUuteuant of Uuta AbouJii execute the ec«p«rat« and aMteti sicaiurt nf 
biiruitift bit ships. ♦ ^ . 

„Cf) Jteres (cbe aoimn odoiiy «f Asta Kegia} is ouly two Icagnct Oyin In tte 

shteentb centuir it uasa prUiiary of torw , awd tbe wipe of Xcnes is fanlbar to the otlwps of 
biuroitb. (Uid. Noitil His|iaiiiB, c. 13. ( a tvotkof correct aiul concUa fcnowtedfe ; 

dMiiviite, lists de rt:,urQpe, &c. p. 15i 
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" Arabs) is the fate of those kings, who withdraw them0elve,8 fnm fi 
"field of battle "(1) 

Count Julian had plunged so deep into guilt and infamy^ that his 
hope was in the ruin of his eountry* After the battle or Xeres he re- 
commended the most efPectual iheasures to the victorions Saracen. " The 
" king of the Goths is slain ; their princes are fled before you, the army 
"is routed, the nation ii^ astonished. Secure, with snmdent detadi-, 
" ments the cities of Bcetica } but in person^ and without deW, march 
" to the royal cHy of Toledo, and allow not the distracted dhristians 
** either time or tramjuilli^ for the election of a new monarch/' Tarilc 
listened to his advic^. A Roman captive and proselyte, who had been 
enfranchised by the caliph himself, assaulted Cordova with seven hundred 
horse ; he swain the river, surprised the town, and drove the Christians 
into the great church, where they defended themselves above three 
months. Another detachment reduced the sea-coast of Boetica, which 
in the last period of the Moorish power, has comprised in a narrow 
space tiie populous kingdom of Grenada. The march of Tarik from 
tne Boetus to the '^agus,(2) was directed through the Sierra Morena, 
that separates Andalusia and Castille, till he appeared in arms under the 
walls of Toledo. (3) The most zealous of the Catholics had escaped 
with the relics or their saints ; and if the gates were shut it was only 
till the victor had subscribed a fair and reasonable capitulation. The 
voluntary exiles were allowed to depart with their effects ; seven churches 
were appropriated to the Christian worship ; the archbishop and his 
clergy were at liberty to exercise their functions, the monks to practise 
or neglect their penance ; and the Goths and Romans were left in all 
civil and criminm cas^s to the subordinate jurisdiction of their own 
laws and magistrates. But if the justice of iWik protected the Chris*- 
tians, his gratitude and policy rewarded the Jews, to whose secret or 
open aid he was indebted for his most Important acquisitions. Perse- 
cuted by the kings and synods of Spain, who had often passed the alter- 
native of banishment or Jiiaptism, that outcast nation embraced the mo- 
ment of revenge ; the comparison of their past and present state was 
the pledge of their fidelity ; and the alliance between the disciples of 
Moses and of Mahomet, was maintained till the iinal era of their com- 
mon expulsion. From the royal seat of Toledo, the Arabian leader 
spread nis conquests to the north, over the modern realms of Castille 
and Leon ; but it is needless to enumerate the cities that yielded on his 
approach, or again to describe the table of emerald,(4) transported from 
tne east by the Romans, acquired by the Goths among the spoils of 
Rome, and presented by the Arabs to the throne of Damascus. Beyond 
the Asturian mountains, the maritime town of Gijon was the tenn(.^) 


(1) Id ftne inforlunli rrsthus pedem ex ncle Kferentfbus ssepe c^^Ungit. Ven Hazil of Giv> 
nadA, 111 Dihtlot Aral>ico-Hibp«iiMi, t.oin.«il. p. 3$7. Stmie crcduloua Spahiards i>clifr\e 
kfnc llodeiir, or Koderigo, escaped to a lierinirs cell , and utlicrs tbat be was cast ailve into 
H tiih rail of serpents, from wbence lie etrelaimed with a huuenUble voice, 'Ibcy devout 
the prt wUb wbicb 1 have so snevniisSy slimed.*’ (Don Qiiisoie, part S. tlb ill c. 1 ) 

(S) Tlie direct ro«.d from Corduba to loledo was measured by Mr. bwinbiirne't mules lii 
seveiityotwo honrs and a half, but a larger computation must be adopted for rJie slow and 
devious march of an army. The Araba traversed the provlnre of La Mancba, wbicb tlie pen 
of Cervantes lias transformed Into classic ground to tbe reader of every oatiou 
(3) Tbe antiqiiUles of Toledo, Urbi Patva in tbe Finite wars, t ths Pf gin in tbe sixth 
century, aye briefly described Nonius. (Hispanla, c. 59. p. lHl-186) Me borrows frout 
Hoderic tbe Jatale palaiium of Moonsb portraits ; but modestly iiisiuuates tbat it was no 
mete than a Roman amphitheatre. 

(A) In tbe Hlstorla Aiabatii (c. 9 p. 17* ad calcem Rlmacin,) Roderlc of Toledo describes 
tbe emerald tables, and inseru the name of Mediuat Almeyda in Arabic words and letters. 
Me appears to be conversant with tbe Mabonietaii writers; but I cannot agree wrlth M. do 
Cuignes, (Hiat. det Huns, tom. 1. p. 850.) that he bad read and transcribed Novairl ; because 
be was dead a hundred years before Novairl composed his history, i bis mistake Is foimdecl 
on a atm grosser error. N. CfUigpes confounda tbe historian Ruderlc Xlmenes, archbishop 
of Toledo, In the' thirteenth century, with cardinal Xlmenes, who governed Spain In the be*, 
gimiinj of the sixteeutb, and was the anlOect, not the anthor, of historical cmnpoalttona. 

(5) Tarik might have Inscribed on the last rock, the boast of Reitnard and bit companloH 
in their Itpland jouritey, HIc tandem ttetlmus, nobis ubi defuit orbls/* 
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of tholiaitenont of Mtisa, wIlo had perfof med/with tha ^oedof n tnu 
vdler^ his victorious man^> of seven hundred milesj Ihnn the of 
Gibraltar tothe hay of BitfeHr* The fidlure of land coin|ielled Kim to 
retreat ; and he was recalleoi to Toledo^ to excuse his presumption of 
subduing a kingdom in the absence of his general. Spmn^ which, in a 
more savage and disorderly state, had resisted, two hundm years, the 
arms of the Romans, was overrun in a few months by those of the Sa- 
racens ; and such was the ea^rness of submission and treaty, that the 
governor of Cordova is recorded as the only chief who fell, wtUiput con- 
ditions, a prisoner into their hands. The cause of Hie Goths had been 
irrevocably judged in the field of Xeres ; and, in the national dismay, 
each part of the monarchy declined a contest with the antagonist whb 
had vanquished the united strength of the whole.(l) That strength ht^ 
been wasted by two successive seasons of famine and pestilence ; and 
the governors, who were impatient to surrender, might exaggerate the 
difficulty of collecting the provisions of a siege. To disarm the Chris- 
tians^ superstition likewise contributed her terrors ; and the subtle Arab 
encouraged the report of dreams, oipcns, and prophecies, and of the 
portraits of the destined conquerors of Spain, that were discovered on 
breaking open an apartment of the royal pi^e. Yet a spark of the 
vital flame was still alive ; some invincible fugitives prefen*ed a life of 
poverty and freedom in the Asturian valleys ; the hardy mountaineer 
repulsed the slaves of the caliph ; and the sword of Pelagius has been 
transformed into the sceptre of the Catholic king8.(S^ * 

On the intelligence of this rapid success, the applause of Musa de- 
generated into envy ; and he began, not to coiViplain but to f^r, that 
Tarik would leave him nothing to subdue. At the head of ten thou- 
sand Arabs afid eight thousand Africans, he passed over in person from 
Mauritania to, Spain : the first of his conmanions were the noblest of 
the Koreish ; his eldest son was left in the command of Africa; the 
three younger brethren were of an age and spirit to second the boldest 
enterprises of their father. At his landing in Algezire, he was respect- 
fully entertained by count Julian, who stifled his inward remorse, and 
testified, both in words and actions, that the victory of the Arabs had 
not impaired his attachment to their cause. Some enemies yet remained 
for the sword of Musa. The tardy repentance of the Goths had com- 
ptired their own numbers and those of the jnvaders ; the cities from. 
which the march of Tarik had declined, considered themselves as im- 
pregnable ; and the bravest patriots defended the fortifications of Se- 
ville and Merida. They were successively besieged and reduced by the 
labour of Musa, who transported his camp from the Boetis to the Anas, 
from the Guadalquiver to the Guadiana. When he beheld the works 
of Roman magnificence, the bridge, the aqueducts, the triumphal arches, 
and the theatre, of^ the ancient metropolis of Lusitania, “ I should 
" imagine (said he to his four companions) that the human race must 
" have united their art and power in the folindation of this city ; happy 
is the man who shall become its master !” He aspired to that happi- 
ness, but the Emei iians sustained on this occasion the honour of their 
descent from the veteran legionaries of Augustus.(3) Disdaining the' 
confinement of their walls, they gave battle to the Arabs on the plain ; 
but an ambuscade rising from the shelter of a quarry, or a ruin, chas- 

(l) Socb was tbe argument of the traitor Oppaa, and every chief to whom tt waa addreaied 
did not auswer with tbe spirit of Pelaglna,- Omuls Hispaiila dadnm sab u»o reglnilne 
tiothoriiin, omnia exercitiis lu mio cougresatna Istnacliiarum non vaJuU'SUsUncfO 

iuipetum Chron Alphonsi Kegis, upod Pagi, tom. III. p* 177. 

1 he revival of the Gutiiic tingdom in the Asturias u distinctly, though conoicely, 
noticed by d'Auvtlle. (Eiats de T Europe, p. 150.) , ^ ^ 

(3) The honourable relics of the < ( aniabrlaii w^r (Dion. Caasins, 11b llli. p. 720.) were 
planted in this ifieiropolis of Li<suan{ft, perhaps of Sf^n. (SubuiUtU cut tota suos HitpauJa 
fasces.) Nonius (Hispania, c. 31. p. 10(>->110.) ennnierates tbe ancient itructurra, bpt con- 
cludes with a aiftb,<-Urbs b»c ollm uoblHssiina ad inaghaui lucojhu^um innequentiam debpsa 
est, et prreter priscre clarltails ruiiiai nihil osieiidU. 
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^asfftttk pBi^ rolled fmrerds <4o the foot ^.the ^eemiirt; 
defence t)f Meride wee ot>st|(witf e^yd long ; imd the of ^ imkr* 
t^i vas a ^p^oal teetin^jr ^ the losses ef the Moslems. The oen- 
stancjr of the Vesieged vas at length subdued by ^Mnine and de^mie ; 
and the puident victor disguised his impatience under the names of 
demency and esteem. The aUemative of exile, or tribute was allowed ; 
the diurcbes were divided between the two rdi^oni^ and the wealth 
of those who had fallen In the siege, or retired to Gellicia, was cc»i« 
hscated as the^ reward of the faithful. In the midway between Merida 
and Toledo, the lieutenant of Musa saluted the vicegerent of the caliph, 
and eo^ucted him to the pala^ of the Gothic kin^.'^Their first in- 
terview wa^ cold and fonnm : a rimd account was exacted of the trea- 
sures of Spain : the character of Tarik was exposed to suspicion and 
obloquy ; and the hero was imprisoned, reviled, and h^omtuiously 
SMurgj^ by the hand or the command, of Musa. Yet so strict was the 
disci^ne, so pure the zetJ, or so tame the spirit^ nf the primitive 
Moslems, that after this public indignity. Tank could serve and be 
trusted in the redu<stion of the*Tarr«^one6e province. A mosch was 
erected at SaragObsa^ bv the liberality of the Koreish j; the port of Bar- 
oelona was opened to the vessels of Syria; and the (^ths were pursued 
beyond the Pyrenean mountains into their Gallic province or Septi- 
mania or Languedoc.(l) In the church of St. Mary at Carcassone, 
Musa found, but it is improbable that he left seven equestriaR statues 
of massy silver; and from his tenn or column at h<arbonne, he re- 
turned on his footsteps to the Gallici^in and Lu»tanian shores of the 
ocean. During the absence of the father, his son Abdelazia chastiseii 
the insurgents of Seville, and reduced, from Malaga to Valentia, the 
sea-coast of the Mediterranean : his original treaty with the discreet 
and valiant Theedemir,(2) will represent the manners and policy of th'b 
times. T^e conditions of peace qgreed and sworn between Abdelsisir, 
the son of Musa, the son of Nassir, and Theodemir^ prince of the 
“ Goths. In the name of the most mercifuLOod, Abdelasis makes pea^ 
^^on these conditions: that Theodemir shall not be disturbed in his 
principality ; nor any injury be offered to tlie life or property, the 
“ wives and children, the religion and temples, of the Christians ; that 
Theodemir sliaU freely deliver his seven cities, Orihiiela, Valentola, 
■'Alicant, Mola, Vochsora, Bigerra (now Bejm*), Ora (or Optp), and 
' Lorca ,* that he shall not assist or entertain the enemies of the caliphi 
' but shall faithfully communicate his knoTfledge of their hostle 

* signs: that himself, and each of the Gothic nobles, shall annually nay 
^ one piece of gold, four measures of wheat, as many of barley, witn a 
‘ certain proportion of honey, oil, and vinegar; and that each of their 
' vassals shall be taxed at one moiety of the said imposition. Given ^0 
^ fourth of Regeb, in the year of the Hegira ninetv-four, and aubsf^ibed 

* with the names of four Mussulman witnes8es.^'(3) Theodeu^ir and 
his subjects were treated witlf uncommon lenity; but tbe rate of tribute 
appears to have fluctuated from a tenth to a fifth, according to the sub'n 


(1) Doth the interpietera of Nofalri, de Ouiftnes fHiat. des Huns, tom. i. 4 > and 

Cardotioe, (Hist, de V AffH}nectdel*%simgnc, totw 1. p. 9R, 94. 104, 105.) lead Mnsa into the Nar- 
bonueM Oaul Out i find no mei^on of tills enterprise either in lUkderfc-of Toledo, or tlie MSS. 
of the Bscurtat, and the inv^Hoii of the Saisrens is postponed by a French chronicle till the 
uiritb year after the conqum tf Spain, A D. ?21. (Pagl, Crltica, tow. itl. p. 177. 395. Mis- 
torltns of Prance, tow % mach qtrestlon whether Muaa ever ccomed the Pyrenees. 

(15 Four hnndreti pears after Tbeodetpirt **»• terillorlee of Hnrcia and CarlbaKcna rttaift in 
tile Nnbiait feograpber BdrUi (p. 154. m ) the name of Tadmir. CU'AirvlUe, Etau dq 
renrope, p, 156 Pag!, tom. i». p. i74.1 lii the present decay of Spanish agrlcnlmre, Mr. 
Swiiihnme (I'ravets Intu S|rfin, p. np.) surveyed with pteasure the deikiotis valie) from 
Marcia to Oribuela, four leas net and a half of the Qnest corn, pulse, Inccrii, oranie*. Ac. 

(5) see the treaty in Arabic and tistlii, in lUe BiWIollieco Arabico-Hiipana. loA. U. p. 10$, 
106. k is signed the 4i|i of the month of Reaeb, A. M. 94, the 5$h of April, D. 713; A 
date which $eems to prolong the resistance Tboodeftiir and the goveniUieBtof Musa, 
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wltsiod 'Of th# Cht4«tUiig.(l) Ih tltk 'reiHk]^lioii> mi^iy 

partiti calamities were ini icted by tlm ^nud er fdigitNta p^oss of 
. tke enthusiasts. 9ome diur^diee w<nm profistied by the lie# tmAip ; 
Mne relics or images were confounded wi^ idols ; tiie rdbelli were |mt 
to the sword ; and one town (an obscure place between Cordova and 
^viUe) wtA rased to its foimdstlotis. Yet if we cofimre' the invasion 
of Spain by the Goths, or its recovery by the kings of Castflfe and Ar- 
ragon^ we must appkud the moderation and disdpHne of the Araldan 
coiiouerora. 

The exploits of Musa were peribnned in the eveidng Of life, though 
he affected to disguise his ^ by colouring with a red powder tne 
whiteness of lus beard. But in the love ef actirni and glory, his brenbt 
was still fired with the ardour of youth ; and the possession of ^ain 
was considered only as the first step to the monarchy of Europe. Wjth 
a powerful armament by sea and land, he was preparing to repass the 
Pyrenees, to extinguish In Gaul and Italy the declining kingdoms of the 
Franks and Lombards, and to preach the unity of G^ on the altar of 
theVaUcaif, From thence subduing, the 'Barbarians of Germany, be 
proposed to follow the course of the Danube from its source to the 
Enxine sea, to overthrow the Greek nr Roman empire .of Constan- 
tinople, and returning from Europe to Asia, to unite his new acquisi- 
tions with Antioch and the provinces of Syrifi.(9) But bis vast enter- 
prise, perhaps of easy execution, must have seemed extrava^nt to 
vulgar minds ; and the visionm^y conqueror was soon reminded of his 
dependence and servitude. The friends of Tarik had effectually stated 
bis services and wrongs : at the court of Damascus, the proceedings of 
Musa were blamed, his intentions were suspected, and his delay in com- 
plying with the first invitation was chastised by a harsher and more 
peremptory summons. An intrepid messenger of the caliph entered his 
camp at Lugo in Gdlicia, and in the presence of the Saraclans and Chris- 
tians arrested the bridle of his horse. His own I<^<ilty, or that of his 
troopb, inculcated the duty of obedience ; and his dii^ace was alle- 
viated by the recall of his rival, and the permission of investing with 
his two governments his two sons, Abdallah and Abdelaziz. His long 
triumph, from Ceuta to Damascus, displayed the spoils of Afric and the 
treasures of Spain : four hundred Gothic nobles, with gold coronets and 
girdles, were distinguished in his train ; and the number of male and 
female captives, selected for their birth or beauty, was computed at 
eighteen, or even at thirty, thousand persons. As soon as he reached 
Tiberias in Palestine, he was apprized of the sickness and danger of the 
caliph, by ik»private message from Soliman, his brother and presumptive 
heir ; who wished to reserve for his own reign the spectacle of victor)^ 

. Had Walid recovered, the delay of Mhsa would have been criminal: he 
pursued bis march, and found an enemy on the throne. In his trial be- 
fore a partial judge, against a popular antagonist, he was convicted of 
vanity and falsehood ; and a fine of two hundred thousand pieces of 
•'gold either exhausted his poverty or proved his rapaciousness. The 
unworthy treatment of Tarik was revenged by a similar indignity , and 
the veteran commander, after a public whipping, stood a whole day in 
the sun before the pulace gate, till he obtained a decent exile, under the 

(1) Frotn the hIstAty of Siiiidovol, p. 87. Vlenry fHlst Ecolot. tom. lx. p. 361.) liw glvon 
tbe suImUiicc of ^ntaher treaty coiicinded A. X. C. TSi, A. D. 7^, tietween m Arabian cblef, 
ati<t the Ooihi and Romatia, of the territory of Conlmbni in Vortiigal The tax of tbe chnrcbei 
Is Axed at twenty-flve p<»unds of gold ; of the moiiaaterie*, fifty ; of the cattoedrali* one taun« 
dred : the LbriiUaiiti aie judged by tbelr coitiit. but in capital caaes be mtiat eonault the 
alcaide The cbirrch^doora uiuat be abut, and they nriiit retpeot tbe iraine €>f Hahomet. I 
have not tbe original befoie cue ; It ivoKld ciinilnn or dettroy a dark eimpicioit, that tbe piece 
bad been forged to Introdnce the linmonity of a neighbouring ooavent 

(Sl lliti dlaigo, which is atteated by $ev€ral Arabian bitbiriaiie, (canhwne, tom. I. p. Sd, 
960 may ba comrared with that of Mlthrldaiea, to mafch from tbe Crbun to Rome ; or 
with that of Cflrsar, to conquer tbe eaat, and to return home by tbe north : and all three are 
perhaptf tdrpaaaed by tbe real and aacceaaful enterpriae of Hdhnibal, * 
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jj^Bs name oi a pUgrima^ to Mecca. The .resentment of the eelbh 
might hare been tsatiated Mth the ruin of MUsa, but his fears ^manM 
the extirpation of apotent and injured family. A sentence of death was 
Intimatea with secrecy and spoM to the trusty servants of the throne 
both in Africa and Spain: and the forms, if not the substance, of 
justice were supersede in tibia bloody execution. In the mesch or 
palace of Cordova, Abdelaziz was slain by the swords of the conspirators ; 
they accused their governor of dalmiog the honours of royalty : and 
his scandalous marriage with Egilona, the widow of Roderic, offended 
the prejudices both'oT the ChrisUans and Moslems. By a refinement 
of cruelty, the head of the son was presented to the father, with an in- 
sulting question, whether he acknowledged the features of the rebel ? 
I know his features (he exclaimed with indignation :) I assert his in- 
nocenoe ; and 1 imprecate the same, a juster, fate against the authors^ 
of his death.^ The age and despair of Musa raised him above the^ 

E ower of kings ; and he expired at Mecca of the anguish of a broken 
eart. Hisnviil was more favourably treated: his services were for- 

f 'ven ; and Tank was permitted to mingle with the crowd of riav68.(l) 
am ignorant whether count Julian was rewarded with the death which 
he deserved indeed, though not from the hands of the Saracens ; but 
the tale of their inj^atitude to the sons of Witiza is disproved by the 
most unq^uestionabie evidence. The two royal youths were reinstated 
in the private patrimony of their father ; but on the decease of Elba 
the elder, his daughter was upiustly despoiled of her portion by the 
violence of her unde Sigebut. The Gothic,ihaid pleaded her cause be- 
fore the caliph Hasheim, and obtained tht restitution of her inheritance ; 
but she was given in marriage to a noble Arabian, and their two sons, 
Isaac and Ibrahim, were received in Spain with the consideration that 
was due to their origin and riches. 

A province is assimilated to the victorious state by the introduction 
of strangers and the imitative spirit of the natives ; and Spain, which 
had been successivelv tinctured with Punic, and Roman, and Gothic, 
blood, imbibed, in a few generations, the name and manners of the Arabs. 
The fir»t conquerors, and the twenty successiye lieutenants of tho 
caliphs, were attended by a numerous triuu of civil and military fol- 
lowers, who preferred a distant fortune to a narrow home ; the private 
and public interest was promoted by the establishment of faithful colo- 
nies ; and the cities of Spain were proud to commemorate the tribe or 
country of their eastern progenitors. The victorious though motley 
bandb of Tarik and Musa asserted, by the name of Spaniards, their 
original claim of conauest ; yet they allowed their brethren of Egypt 
to share their establisnments of Muicia and Lisbon. The royal legion 
of Damascus was planted at Cordova ; that of Emesa at Seville ; that 
of Kinnisrin or Chalcis at Jaen ; that of Palestine at Algezire and Me- 
dina Sidonia. The natives of Yemdn and Persia were scattered aro pd 
Toledo and the inland country ^ and the fertile seats of Grenada, were 
bestowed on ten thousand horsemen of Syria and Iraic, tb^ children Of 
the purest and most noble of the Arabian tribes.(d) A spirit of emu- 
lation, sometimes beneficial, more frequently dangerous was nourished 
by these hereditary factions. Ten years aher the conquest, a map of 

(1) I much regret our lou, or m> ignenmce, of two Antbic works of the seventh century, 
a tile of Mum, tnd « poem on the exploits of Tank. Of these authentic pieces, the former 
was couiposeif hy a grandson of Moss, wh<» had escaped from the nisssacre of bis kindled . 
the lattei by thft.vizier of the first Ahdalrahinsii caliph of npaln, who might have conversed 
with some of tiie veUnnisof the cmiqiieror (Hlhhot. Arabico'Hispaiia, tom lU p. Sf6. ISO ) 
C2) BIbliot. Arab. Hispaim, tom. 11. p 5S. 25Z 1 be former of these quotatlous is taken 

ffoin a Hiographia BUpunico^ by an Arahhm of Valentla, (see the eoplons extracts of Casiri, 
lorn. II. p. 30-lSl.) and the fetter from a general chronology of tlie callplis, and of t]ie 
African ami Spanish Dyneelies, with a paiticdfer History of the Kingdom of Grenada, of 
which Casiil has given almost ala entire vcrsoui. (alibllot. Arablco-Hlspana, tnm 11 p 177 
->.910} Ibe author Ebtt Khiteh, a Hutive «»r Oienada, and a contemporary cd Novninnud 
Abuifeda, fhoiM A. I). ISIS, died A. O. 1974 ) was an hfetorliD, geographer, physician, phet 
see. (tom il p 71, 
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the province was presented to the caliph : the the rivers^ and the 
harbours, the inhabitants and cities, the climate, the soil, and the min- 
eral productions of the earth.(l) In the space of two centuries, the 
gifts of nature were improvetl by the agriculture, (2) tlie manufactures, 
and the commerce of an industrious people ; and the effects of their 
diligence have been magnified by the ialene^s of their fancy. 'I'he first 
of the Ommiadcs who reigned in Spain solicited the support of the Chris- 
tians ; and, in his edict of peace and protection, he contents himself 
with a modest imposition of ten thousand ounces of gold, ten thousand 
pounds of silver, ten thousand horses, as many mules, one thousand 
cuirasses, with an equal number of helmets and lances. (3) The most 
powerful of his successors derived from the same kingdoin the annual 
tribute of twelve millions and forty-five thousand dinars or pieces of 
gold, about six millicms of sterling money ;(4) a sum which, in t)ie tenth 
century, most probably surpassed the united revenues of the Christian 
monarchs. His royal seat of Cordova contained six hundred mosolis, 
nine hundred baths, and two hundred thousand liouscs : he gave laws to 
eighty cities of the first, to three hundred of the second ami third, order ; 
and the fertile banks of the Guadalquiver were adorned with twelve 
thousand villages and hamlets. I’he Arabs might exaggerate tlie truth, 
but they created and they describe the most prosperous era of the 
riches, tne cultivation, and the populousnes^i of Spain.(.5) 

The wars of the Moslems were sanctified by the prophi't ; but among 
the various precepts and examples of l»is life, the caliphs selected the 
lessons of toleration that might tend to disarm the resistance of the 
unbelievers. Arabia was the temple and patrimony of the God Ma- 
homet ,*but he beheld with less jealousy and affection the nations of the 
earth. The Polytheists and idolaters who were ignorant of his name, 
might be lawfully extirpated by Ins votaries,(6*) but a wise policy sup- 
plied the obligation of justice ; and after some acts of intolerant zeal, 
the Mahometan conquerors of Hindostan have snared the pagods of 
that devout and populous country. The disciples oi Abraham, of Moses, 
and of Jesus, were solemnly invited to accept the more perfect revelation 
of Mahomet ; hut if they preferred the payment ot a moderate' tri- 
bute, they were entitled to the freedom of conscience and religious 
worship.(7) In a field of battle, the forfeit lives of the prisoners were 


O) Carriomie, deTAfiique et de I’Fspacrne, tom iv. p Hfi, tl7 

(2) A copioiia ticanse of littsbaiuliy, by an Arabian of Sewlle, iii tbc tueifth ceiitiiiy, is m 
tlic Escunal libraiy, and Casiii had eonie thoiiKlit-i ot tr.iiiblatiiiK it Ho ttivcs a list ot the 
authors quoted, Aiabs, as mil as Latins, , but it is much it the AiidaliiMan savr 

these stran^pis through the medium ot coiintrymaii Columella. Ccasiil, Hibliot. Aiabico-Iiis. 
pana, tom. i. p. ) 

(5) Bibliot. Aiabico ilispana, tom ii p 104. Casni translates the original testimony of 
the hialoiiaii llaMs, as it is alleged, in the Arabic Btogiaphia Hispanica, pats 9. hut I am 
most cx’etdiugly surpn^ed at the nddress, CriucipiiJiifc ca'teiisqtic Chiistianis Hispanis suis 
VasUUte. '1 he name oi (asielta* was mikiionn in the t ight rentniy , the kingdom was not 
ere-Moif till the year llh.^, a hundred years after the time of Kasis, (Bibliot. tom li p 3.K).) 
and the appellation wao always cxpreb'«ive, not of a trilnilary province, but oi .1 hue ot i,rt. 
ties independent of the Moorish yoke I'lMirope, p Ji,<i~-170 ) liad 

Casiii been a critic, be would havecieaied a diOicnlty perhaps ot Ins onn inakirig 

(4) Cardoiine, tom t p. 537, 35S He compiiies the revenue at one hiindied and Ihlity 
millions of French livres. The entire picture ot pe..! and prospeiity rt tieves the bloody 
unifoimity of the Moonsh annals 

(5) lam happy enough to possess a splendid and mlcrecting work, whiib has only been 

distiibutedln piesents by the court of M.ulrid , JWf/tot'iff'i Arahlto-Hisjavn /Tm w7/afe/yv, 
ojiera et studio Mtt iiaelts t'fisift, Syro^Afut onita i *•* /bfio, tomu^ jjj no , 17 <>d, 

tomits postet lot t '^770 'I he execution of this work does honour to the Spanish piess tie 
Mbs to the nninher of one thousand eight hundred and flflty-oiie, are jndiciuiisly ilassed by 
the editor, and hts (opions e\tiacts throw rome light on the Mahometan liteiatiiie and histoiy 
of Spain 'Ihese rehes aie now secure, but the task has been supinely delayed, till, in the 
year HTTi, a hre consumed the greatest pait of the Escuiial iihraiy, tkh in the spoils of 
Grenada and Mniocco 

(i») liie //n/nl, 1-5 they are styled, qtil tolemri neqiietint, arc, 1 Those who, in siden Ood, 
worship the sun, moon, or idols 2. Atheists Uiriqiie, quamdiii p» Inreps aliTils intei Mahoiu- 
iiredauos superest, oppngnan dehent donee religioiiem amplectantni, tiec leqmt^ iis conce* 
denda est, nec pietiuiii acceptandiim pro ohiinendk conscicntise libcrtate : (Iceland, Oisseitat. 
10. dejure MilUarl Mohammedan torn. ill. p 14.) a iigld theory' 

(7) I he distinction between a pioscnbed Mid a tulerateU sect, between the Harbii and the 

VoL. Ill, K k 
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redeemed by the profession of hlam ; the females were bound to em- 
brace the religion of their masters^ and a race of sincere prosel^es 
was gradually multiplied by the education of the infant captives. But 
the millions of Asiatic and African converts, wlio swelled the native 
band of the faithful Arabs, must have been allured, rather than con- 
strained, to declare their belief in one God and the apostle of God. By 
the repetition of a sentence and the loss of a foreskin, the subject or 
the slave, the captive or the criminal, arose in a moment the free and 
equal companion of the victorious Moslems. Every sin was expiated, 
eveiy engagement was dissolved ; the vow of celibacy was superseded 
by the indulgence of nature ; the active spirits who slept in the cloister 
were awakened by the trumpet of the Saracens : and in the convulsion 
of the world, every member of a new society ascended to the natural 
level of his capacity and courage. The minds of the multitude were 
tempted by the invisible as well as temporal blessings of the Arabian 
prophet ; and charity will hope, that many of his proselytes entertained 
a serious conviction of the truth and sanctity of his revelation. In the 
eyes of an inquisitive Polytheist, it must appear worthy of the human 
and the divine nature. More pure than the system of Zoroaster, more 
liberal than the law of Moses, the religion of Mahomet might seem less 
inconsistent with reason, than the creed of mystery and superstition, 
which, in the seventh century, disgraced the simplicity of the gospel. 

In the extensive provinces of Persia and Africa, the national rwipon 
has been eradicated by the Mahometan faith. The ambiguous theology 
of the Magi stood alone among the st'cts of the east ; out the profane 
writings of Zoroaster(l) might, under rhe reverend name of Abraham, 
be dexterously connected with the chain of divine revelation. Their 
evil principle, the demon Ahriman, might be represented as the rival or 
as the creature of the God of light. The temiiles of Persia were devoid 
of images ; but the worship of the sun and or lire might be stigmatized 
as a gross and criminal idolatry.(2) The milder sentiment was conse- 
crated by the practice of Mahomet(3) and the prudence of the caliphs ; 
the Magians or Ghebers were ranked ivith the Jews and Christians 
among the people of the written law ;(4) and as late as the third cen- 
tury of the Hegira, the city of Herat will afford a lively contrast of 
private zeal and publie toleration. (5) Under the payment of an annual 
tribute, the Mahometan law secured to the Ghebers of Herat their civil 
and religious liberties : but the recent and humble mosch was over- 
shadowed by the antieme splendour of the adjoining temple of fire. A 
fanatic imam deplored, in his sermons, the scandalous neighbourhood. 


people of the fiook, the believers in some divine revelation, is correctly df fined iii the con- 
versation of the caliph Al Maiiiun with the lUoJaters, or hab.e4’i8, of Ciiai.v HoUmger, 
Hist. Orient, p. 107, 108. 

(1^ The Zend or Pazeud, the bible of the GItehers, is reckoned b> ibeinsrlves, or ar least 
by the Malioinetans, anions the ten books whidr Abraham leceived f.oni heaven , an their 
religion IS lioiiotirably styled I he religion of Abraham (U'Uerbelot, ^uhliot. Oiient p 701. 
Hyde, de KeiI({ioiie veteriim Persariim, d. 3 p 27, 28, &c ) I much fear that we do not pos- 
sess any pine aiid/ree description of the system of /oioaster. Dr l^ruleaiix ( < oiinexion, 
i. p. .300. octavo) adopts the opinion, that he had been the slave and scliolar ot some Jewiah 
prophet in the captivity of Babylon, i^erhaps the Persians, who have been the masters of 
the Jews, would assert the lioiionr, a poor honour, of heing tlielr uiasteis 

(2) The Arabian Nights, a faithful and amnsing putiiie of the oriental woiid, represent in 
the most odious coiouis, the Magians, or wotsbippets of Are, to whom tjicy attiibute tfie 
annual sacntlce of a Mussulman. 1 he religion of Zoroaster has not the least adlnity with that 
<»f the Hindoos, yet they are oiteii confounded by tlie MAhomeians; and the sword of lliiiour 
Has sharpened by tills mistake (Hist, de Iiinoiir Bee, par Cherfeddm All Yezdi, lib. v.) 

(3) Vie de Mahomet par Gagnier, tom in p llA, 113. 

(1) Haec tres sectie, Judael, Chribtiani,et qui inter Persas Magorum Institutis addicti sunt, 
kot i*opuii {then dfciiiitiir. (Kelaiid, Dissertat. tom. iii. p. 13 ) The caliph A1 

Mainun confirms this honourable distinction in favour of the three sects, with the vague and 
equivocal religion of the Sabseans, under which the ancient Polytheists of Charras were aM 
lowed to slid er thetr idolatrous worship. (Hottmger, Hist. Orient, p. 167* 168.) 

(5) T bis singular story is related by d’herbeloi, tBibliot. Orient, p. 448, 449 ) on the faith 
of Rfaotidemir, and by Mircliond himself. (Hist, priornm Kegitm Persaruni, die. p. 9, lO. 
not. p. 88, 90 ) 
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and accused the weakness or indifference of the faithful. Excited by 
big voice, the people assembled in tumult ; the two houses of prayer 
were consumed by the flames, but the vacant ground w;is immediately 
occupied by the foundations of a new mosch. The injured M^i appeal- 
ed to the sovereign of Chorasan ; he promised justice and relief ; when, 
behold ! four thousand citizens of Herat, of a grave character and ma- 
ture age, unanimously swore that the idolatrous fane had never existed ; 
the inquisition was silenced, and their conscience was satisfied, says the 
historian Mirchond,(l) with this hoty and meritorious i)erjiiry.(2) But 
the greatest part ot the temples of Persia were ruined by the insensible 
and general desertion of their votaries. It was insenfibhj since it is 
not accompanied with any memorial of time or place, of persecution or 
resistance* It ivas general, since the whole realm, from Shiraz to Sa- 
marcand, imbibed the faith of the Koran ; and the preservation of the 
native tongue reveals the descent of the Mahometans of Persia.(3) In 
the mountains and deserts, an obstinate race of unbelievers adhered to 
the superstition of their fathers ; and a friint tradition of the Magian 
theolo^ is kept alive in the province of Kii man, along the banks of the 
Indus, among the exiles of Surat, and in the colony which, in the last 
century, was planted by Shaw Abbas at the gates of Ispahan. The 
chief pontiff has retired to mount Elhoiirz, eighteen leagues from the 
city of Yezd: the perpetual fire (if it continue to burn) is inaccessible 
to the profane ; but his residence is the school, the oracle, and the pil- 
grimage, of the Ghebers, whose hard and uniform features attest the 
unmingled purity of their blood. Under the jurisdiction of their ^Ideis, 
eighty thousand families maintain an innocent and industrious life ; 
their subsistence is derived fnnii some eurious manufactures and me- 
chanic trades; and they cultivate the caith vith the fervour of a leii- 
gious duty. Their ignorance witlntood tlie dc'^potism of Shaiv Ahb.is, 
who demanded with threats and tortures the prophetic books of Zoro- 
aster ; and this obscure remnant of the Magians is sjiared by the mo- 
deration or contempt of their present sovereigns.(4) 

The northern coast of Africa is the only land in which the )i<dit of 
the gospel, after a long and perfect establishment, has been totally ex- 
tinguished. The arts, which had been taught by Carthage and Rome, 
were involved in a cloud of ignorance ; the doctrine of Cyprian and Au- 
gustin was no longer studied. Five hundred ejiiscopal churches wt're 
overturned hy the hostile fury of the Donatists, the Vandals, and the 
Moors. The zeal and numbers of the clergy decline<l ; and the jieople, 
without discipline or knowledge, or hope, suhinibsively sunk under the 

fl) Mirchoiid (Mohammed Fnnr Khoondali Shahj a native of Herat, compn§ed in (he 
rvibua laiien«iee a general iii»toi> of the eabi, fioiii the creation to the year tif the liegtru 
aTS (\, l>. liV ) (n the year ‘K)4, (\ n. 1498 ) the historian obialiied the toiimiand of a 
princely library, and ins ap'pl.iiided woik, in seven or twelve parts, was abbreviated in Uirce 
vofiimea by hii son Khoiidemir, \ H 9S^. A. O. 1530. 1 he two wiiicrs, iimst .ttciiiate'y 
dtstiiiirnisfaed by Pout de ia Croix, (Mist rie Ceiighizcaii, p 537. 558 5M 545 ) are loosely 
contonnded by d'Htrbo'ot (p 358. 4](> 994, 995 ) but bis niiiiieioiis extiULts. under the im- 
proper name of Kliondeinir, lielmig to tbe faUier lather than the son The lUhtoii.in of 
Oiiigliizcaii refers to a Ms of Mirchond, which ho r**ceived from the hands of his friend 
d'Horbelot hiinsclr A curious tiaginent (the lAlicran and Soffariaii fiMiastus) has been 
lately published in Per‘.icand I aim , (ViemiiC, 17B3, i.i quarto, cum noils Bernard de Jenisch) 
and the editor allows ns to hope lor a tontiiniaiion of Mircliond. 

(2) Quo lestiiuonlo bom se (]mtipiani prasstUisse opiiiabaiitiir' Yet Mirchond must have 
oondeniiied their zeal, since heapprmed the legal toleration of llio Magi, cm (the lire tcnipb ) 
peniflo singulis aniiis teiisn, iit 6.icia Mohatiimedis Idge cHiitiim, ab omnibus molcstiis ac 
onoribiis lilieio esse liciiit. 

(3) I he last M.igiari ol name and power appears to be Mardaviee the Pillcmlte who, m the 
beginning of the tenth century, reigned iti the nortliem provinces of PerMa, iM.ir the Caspian 
«ea. (nMierhelot, IMbhol Dnenl p .T55 ) But bis soldiers and successors, the 

either professed or enibiaced the Mahometan faith, and under then dvi».»‘‘t> (A U 9.w— 
1020 ) 1 should place the fall of the religion of Zoroaster. 

(4) The prespiit si.ite of the (>)iebers In Persia is taken from .sii John i i..iioin, not iiun’Cd 
tlie most learned, but the most jndtfloiis and inqnlsilive, of oiir modern iiavciwis (Noyagea 
111 Per«e, tom ii. p IT9-1«7 in ipiarlo ) his bretbien, Pietio dc la \alle, riuaiiiis 
Ibeveiiot, i.iveiiiirr, &c. whom I have fiuillessl) sc«irclicd bad nciihei e)es nor atlenlion 
for this liiteretuiig people. 
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yoke of the Arabian prophet. Within fifty years after the expulsion of 
the Greeks, a lieutenant of Africa informed the caliph that the tribute 
of the infidels was abolished by their conver8ion,(l) and, though he 
sought to disguise his fraud and rebellion, his specious pretence was 
drawn from the rapid and extensive progress of the Mahometan faith. 
In the next age, an extraordinary mission of five bishops was detached 
from Alexandria to Cairoan. They were ordained by tne Jacobite pa-> 
triarch to cherish and revive the dying embers of Cnristianity :(2) but 
the interposition of a foreign prelate, a stranger to Che Latins, an 
enemy to the Catholics, supposes the decay and dissolution of the Af-« 
rican hierarchy. It was no longer the time when the successor of St. 
Cyprian, at the head of a numerous synod, could maintain an equal 
contest with the ambition of the Roman pontiff. In the eleventh cen- 
tury, the unfortunate priest who was seated on the ruins of Carthage, 
implored the arms and the protection of the Vatican ; and he bitterly 
complains that his naked bouy had been scourged by the Saracens, and 
that his authority was disputed by the four suffragans, the tottering 
pillars of his throne. Two epistles of Gregory Vll.(3) are destined to 
soothe tlje distress of the Catholics and the pride of a Moorish prince. 
The pope assures the sultan that they both worship the same God, and 
may hope to meet in the bosom of Abraham : but the complaint, that 
three bishops could no longer be found to consecrate a brother, an- 
nounces tlie speedy and inevitable ruin of the episcopal order. The 
Christians of Africa and Spain h.ad long since submitted to the practice 
of circiimcibiori and the legal abstinen(^• from wine and pork ; and the 
name of Mazarabes^^) (adoptive Arabs^ was applied to their civil or re- 
ligious conformity. (5) About the middle of the twelfth century, the 
worship of Christ and the succession of pastors were abolished along 
the coast of Barbary, and in the kingdoms of Cordova and Seville, of 
Valentia and Grenada.(()) The throne of the Almohades, or Unita- 
rians, was founded on the blindest fanaticism, and their extraordinary 
rigour might be provoked or justified by the recent victories and in- 
tolerant zeal of the princes of Sicily and Castille, of Arragon and Por- 
tugal. The faith of the Mozarabes was occasionally revived by the 
papal missionaries ; and, on the landing of C’harlcs V. some families of 
Latin Christians were encouraged to rear their heads at l^uuis and Al- 
giers. But the seed of the gospel was quickly eradicated, and the long 

<1) The letter of Ahdonlrabnian, sovernoi or t}raiit of Africa, to tlie caliph Abonl Abbas, 
the first of the Abbassides, b dated A, 11. 132. (tardoniie. Hist de I'Afiiqiie et de I’Kspagne, 
tom 1 . p 

(J) Bibliutheque Orleiitale, p, G 6 , Renaudot, ilist. Patriarch. Alex. p. 2K7, 288. 

(5) Aniotig the Ipistlesof the Popes, see Leo IX. epist 3. Oregor Vll lib epist 2i, S'?, 
lib. Ml epist. 19—21. and the criticisms of Pagl, (tom. iv. A D. 1035. no. 13 > who ii vesti* 
gates the name and family of the Moorish prince with whom the proudest <>t the li 'ma.i 
pontifTs so politely corresponds. 

(4) Mozarabes, or Mottaralics, adscititu^ as it is interpreted in Latin. (Pocork, .Spc v men 
Hist. Arabuin. p 39,10. Uibhot. AiahUrO-HispHua, tom. ii p. IS.) ihe Mozarabir liturq), 
the ancient riiiial of the church of foledo, has been attacked by the popes and exposeo to 
the doubtful trials of the sword and of fire. (Marian. Hist Hispan. tom. I lti>. iv c 18. ]> 
378.) (t was, or rather it is, in the Latin tongue yet in the eleventh ceiitiiiy it was found 
necessary (A AS c. 1G87. A l>. lOTD ) to transcribe an Arabic veision of the canons ol the 
councils of Spain, (ivihiiot. Arab. Hist, tom i. p. 517 ) for the use of the bishops and clergy 
111 the Moorifili kingdoms 

(5) About the middle of the tenth century, the clergy of Cordova was lepioacbed with this 
cniiiinal compliance, by the intrepid envoy of the emperor utho 1 (Vit. Johan, tiorz, in Secut. 
Benedict. V. no. ]15. apiid Fleniy , Hist. Eccles. tom xii. p. 91.J 

( 6 ) Pagi, i ritica, tom.'iv. A. D. 1149. no. 8 , 9 . He justly observes, that when Seville, &c. 
were retaken by Ferdinand of Castiite, no Christians, except captives, were found m the 
place ; and that the Mozarabic churches of Africa and Spain, described by Janies A Vitnaco, 
A. D. 1218, ('Hist. Hieroiol. c. 80. p. 1095. in Uest. Dei per Francos) are copied from some 
older book. 1 shall add, that the date of the Hegira 677, (A. D. 1278 ) must apply to Uie copy, 
not to the coniposliioii, of a treatise of jurisprudence, which states the civil rights of the 
Christians of Cordova , (Bibliot. Arab. Hist. torn, i p. 47l<) and that the Jews were the only 
slissentert whom Abut Waled, king of Grenada, (A. U. 1313 ) could either discaumenauce or 
tolerate, (tom. il. p. 288.) 
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province from Tripoli to the Atlantic has lost all memorj of the lan~ 
guage and religion of Rome (1) 

After the revolution of eleven centuries^ the Jews and Christians of 
the Turkish empire enjoy the liberty of conscience which was granted 
by the Arabian caliphs. During the first age of the concpiest, they 
suspected the loyalty of the Catholics, whose name of Melchites betrayed 
their secret attiichmcnt to the Greek emperor, while the Nectorians and 
Jacobites, his inveterate enemies, approved themselves the sincere and 
voluntary friends of the Mahometan government.(2) Yet tfiis par- 
tial jealousy was healed by time and submission; the churches of Egypt 
were shared with the Catholics,(3) and all the oriental sects were in- 
cluded in the common benefits of toleration* The rank, the immunities, 
the domestic jurisdiction, of the patriarchs, the bishops and the clergy, 
were protected by the civil magistrate: the learning of individuals re- 
commended them to the employments of secretaries and physicians ; 
they were enriched by the lucrative collection of the revenue ; and their 
merit was sometimes raised to the command of cities and provinces. A 
caliph of the house of Abbas was heard to declare, that the (’hristians 
were most worthy of trust in the administration of Persja. " The Mos- 
lems (said he) will abuse their present fortune ; the M«igians regret 
tlieir fallen greatness; and the Jews are impatient for their approach- 
ing(t) deliverance.” Rut the slaves of despotism are expohcd to the 
alternatives of favour and disgrace. The captive churches of the east 
have been afflicted in every age by tlie avarice or bigotry of their ru- 
lers : and the ordinary and legal restraints must be offensn e to the pride 
or the zeal of the Chnstiaiis.(.5) About two hundred years aftur Ma- 
homet, they were separated from their fellow-subjects by a turban or 
girdle of a less honourable colour; instead of hoises or mules, they 
were condemned to ride on asses, in the attitude of wmnen. Their pub- 
lic and private buildings were measured !>y a dnninutive standard ; in 
the streets of tlie baths it is their duty to give way or bow down before 
tlie meanest of the people ; and their testimony is rejected if it may 
tend to the prejudice of a true believer. The pomp of processions, the 
sound of bells or of psalmody, is interdicted in their worship: a decent 
reverence for the national faith, is imposed on their sermons and con- 
versations ; and the sacrilegious attempt to enter a mosch, or to seduco 
a Mussulman, will not be suffered to escape with impunity. In a time, 
liowever, of tranquillity and justice, the Christians have never been 
compelled to renounce the Gospel or to embrace the Koran : hut the 
punishment of death is inflicted upon the apostates who have professed 
and deserted the law of Mahomet. The martyrs, of Cordova provoked 
the sentence of the cadhi, by the public confession of their inconstancy, 
or their passionate invectives against the person and religion of the 
prophet. (()) 

n) Reiuudot, Hist. Patriarch Alex. p. 2S3, Leo Afncaniis would have flattered his Ro- 
man nirifiters, could he have discovered any latent lelicsof the Christianity of Afiica. 

(2) AhsJt (said the Catholic to the vi^ierot Bagdad ) lit pin 1 )CO habeas N’esloiianos, quorum 
pi.eler Arabai iiiiilus alius rex est, pt Or.ucos quotum ntips amoveiulo Arahihns In tio imti 
(lesistunt, Ac Sec hi the collections of AsspiiiaiiiMr-^, (Ihhiint Orient, tom iv. p. ‘U -101.) 
the slate of the Ncstorlaus under the caliphs Th.d of Ihe Janihres is moie concisely ex- 
posed III the PielmiiiiAr> nissertatioii of thr secoud volume of Ab^enlantlll8. 

('») Fnlvch. Atmal. l<»m ii 5x1. 3S7, 388 Kenandol, Hist. Patri.’irh. Alev p. 20.5, 20f» 
257* tWi A laiiitof the Moiiotheliie heresy ini^ht lender Ihe first ot those oreck patiiarclis 
less lo>ai to the emperors and k-ss oIuiomuiir to the Aiahs. . 

(4) Motadhed, who reigned trout A. D. 802 to 902. I he Majiians still held their innie ami 
lank aiiioiis theiehgions of ttie empire (Assemanni, Bihliot. Orient, tom iv p. 97 ) 

(5) Kelaiid CKplaiiis the geiieial lestraints ot the Mihoinctan poluyand jmisprudence, 
fDissertat tom lit p 16-20) 'Ihe oppiessive edicts ol the caliph MoUwakkel, (A. ft 
847—861 ) whuli aie still iii torce, are noticed hy hiitycliius (Aiinal tom ii p 41« ) and 
d’llerhelot (Ihhiiot Orient p. 6lo ) A perscr ntioii ol the caliph -hnai II. is related, and 
most piohahly luaisiiified, bylheUieek Iheoplunes (« hton. p 354 i 

(6) 'Ihe martyrs of (.nidova (A. O 8.50, Ac ) aie couuiiemoiatcd and justified by St. 
EijIokius, who at length fell a vie tun huiixelt A synod, convened by the caliph, ambiguously 
censured their lasiiness. Ihe iiiudcnue 1 leiiry cannot letoiicile ihcir conduct «iUi the dii« 
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At the end of the first century of the Hegira, the caliphs were the 
most potent and absolute monarchs of the globe. Their prerogative 
was not circumscribed, either in right or in fact, by the power of the 
nobles, the freedom of the commons, the privileges of the church, the 
votes of a senate, or the memory of a free constitution. The authority 
of the companions of Mahomet expired with their lives ; and the chiefs 
or emirs of the Arabian tribes leit behind, in the desert, the spirit of 
equality and independence. The regal and sacerdotal charactei's w'ere 
united in the successors of Mahomet ; and if the Koran was the rule 
of their actions, they were the supreme judges and interpreters of that 
divine book. 7'hey reigned by the right of conquest over the nations of 
the east, to whom the name of liberty was unknown, and who were accus- 
tomed to applaud in their tyrants the acts of violence and severity that 
were exercised at their own expense* Under the last of the Ommia- 
des, the Arabian empire extended two hundred days' journey from east 
to west, from the confines of Tartary and India to the shores of the At- 
lantic ocean. And if we retrench the sleeve of the robe, as it is styled 
by their writers, the long and narrow province of Africa, the solid and 
compact dominion from Fargana to Aden, from Tarsus to Surat, will 
spread on every sidi to the measure of four or five months of the march 
of a C!iraviin.(l) We should vainly seek the indissoluble union and easy 
obedience tliat pervaded the government of Augustus and the Antonines : 
but the progress of the Mahometan religion diffused over this ample 
space a general resemblance of manners and opinions. The language 
and law.*, of the Koran were studied with equal devotion at Samarcand 
and Seville : the Moor and tlie Indian embraced as countrymen and 
brothers in the pilgrimage of Mecca ; and the Arabian language was 
ad«>pted as the popular idiom in all the provinces to the westward of the 
Tigris.(2) 


CHAP. LII 

X/iff two sieges of Constantinople hythe Arabs — Their invasion of France, 
and defeat by Charles MarteL — Civil war of the Ommiades and Abas^ 
sides, — Learning of the Arabs. — Luxury vf the cahphs. — Naval cn- 
terprises on Crete, Sicily, and Rome, — Decay and division of the 
empire of the caliphs. — Defeats and victories of the Greek emperors. 

When the Arabs first issued from the desert, they must have been sur- 
prised at the ease and rapidity of their own success. But when they 
advanced in the career oi victory to the banks of the Indus and the 
summit of the Pyrenees ; when they had repeatedly tried the edge of 
their scimitars and the energy of their faith, they’ might he eijoally as- 
tonished th.at any nation could resist their invincible arms, that ariy 
boundary should confine the dominion of the successor'^ of the prophet. 
The confidence of soldiers and ^fanatics may indeed be excused, biij<‘o 
the calm historian of the present hour, who strives to follow' the rapid 
course of the Saracens, must study to explain by what means the church 
and state were saved from this impending, and, as it should setmi, from 
this inevitable danger. The desei'ts of &ythia and Sarmatia might be 


ciplineof antiquity, tonlefiMS r4ijtorit« de CRglise, &c. (Fleiiry, Hist redes tom. x p. 415 
—SlfS. particulaily p 151. .508, .509 ) Flieir authentic acU throw a stiong though a tniuMeiit 
light on the Spaniih diurch in the n>nth ceiiturv* 

(1) See the ariicle (aa we say Christendom) in the Rihlintheqne Orientale. (p. 

.T2.5.) This chart of the MAhoiiieLiii world is suited hy the antlioi, Ebn Alwurdi, to the year 
of the Hegira 3h5. (A, I) <)95 ) Since that time the ios .cs in S|i.un base hceii oTerhalanced 
by the conquest in India, larlary, and the Eiiiopean Turkey 

(2) The Arabic of the Koran I 3 taught as a dead language in the college of Mecca. Ity 
the Danish traveller, tins ancient Idiom is compared to the Latin , the vulgar tongue of 
flejae and Yemen to the Itahao , and the Arabian dialects of bvrfa, Egypt, aiiIca, Ac, to 
tlie Provencal, Spanish, and Portuguese. (Niebuhr, Oescripiion de I'Arable, p. 74, Ac.) 
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fruarded by their extent^ their climate, their povertjr, and the courage of 
the northern shepherds ; China was remote and inaccessible ; but the 
greate^t part of the temperate zone was subject to the Mahometan 
connuerors, the Greeks were exhausted by the calamities of war and 
the Joss of their fairest provinces, and the Barbarians of Europe might 
justly tremble at the precipitate fall of the Gothic monarchy. In this 
inquiry I shall unfold the events that rescued our ancestors of Britain, 
and our neighbours of Gaul, from the civil and religious yoke of the 
Koran ; that protected the majesty of Home, and delayed the servitude 
of Constantinople ; that invigorated the defence of the Christians, and 
s<’nttered among their enemies the seeds of division and decay. 

Foi*ty*six years after the flight of Mahomet from Mecca, his disci*^ 
pies appeared in arms under the walls of Constantinople.(l) They were 
animated by a genuine or fictitious saying of the prophet, that, to the 
first army which besieged the city of the Caesars, their sins were foiv 
given : the long series of the Roman triumphs would be meritoriously 
transferred to the conquerors of new Rome ; and the wealth of nations 
was deposited in this well-chosen seat of royalty and commerce. No 
sooner had the caliph Moawiyah suppressed his rivals and established 
his throne, than he aspired to expiate the guilt of civil blood, by the 
success and glory of ms holy expedition ;(2) his preparations by sea 
and land were adequate to the importance of the object ; his standard 
was intrusted to ^phian, a veteran warrior, but the troops were en- 
couraged by the example and presence of Yezid, the son and presump- 
tive heir of the commander of the faithful. The Greeks had little to 
hope, nor had their enemies any reasons to fear, from the couragfe and 
vigilance of the reigning emperor, who disgraced the name of Constan- 
tine, and imitated only the inglorious years of his grandfatlier Hera- 
clius. Without delay or opposition, tne naval forces of the Saracens 
passed through the unguarded channel of the Hellespont, which even 
now, under the feeble and disorderly government of the Turks, is main- 
tained as the natural bulwark of the capital. (3) The Arabian fleet 
cast anchor, and the troops were disembarked near the palace of Heb- 
domon, seven miles from the city. During many days, from the dawn 
of light to the evening, the line of assault was extended from the golden 
gate to the eastern promontory, and the foremost warriors were im- 
pelled by the weight and effort of the succeeding columns. But the 
besiegers had formed an insufficient estimate of the strength and re- 
sources of Constantinople. The solid and lofty walls were guarded by 
numbers and discipline : the spirit of the Romans was rekindled by the 
last danger of tlieir religion and empire : the fugitives from the con- 
quered provinces more successfully renewed the defence of Damascus 
and Alexandria , and the Saracens were dismayed by tlie strange and 
proiiigious effects of artificial tire. Thus firm and effi*ctual resistance 
diverted their aims to tiie more easy attempts of plundering the Euro- 
pean and Asiatic coasts of the Propontis ; and, alter keeping the sea 


<1) Tlicophanos places tiK* fcmi years nf the of roiistaiitiiioplp in the year of oiir 

Clinstiaii era S73 (or the 'Hexaiuliian oh.'* spi» 1 I ), .nirt the piacr ot rne Saracens, ^wiir years 
afterward, a chi ring iiiroiisti>ieticy ' t^huii l^ciaviiis Oitar, and I'agi (i ntica, tom iv. p 
64.'), have striigglcd ro iciimve Of the Arabians, th<* Hegiia .‘>3 ( A O 672, January B ) is as' 
signed by FimaLiti, the yrai iS (A f) 668, Teh ‘20 ^ by Abutfeda, whose testiiiioiiy 1 eslcetii 
the most convenient and ti editable 

(2) For (his first siege or Coiisiaiitiiiopic, see Mcephorns (Brevtar. p 21, 32) Iheophaiies 
(Chronograph, p. 391.), (.irdreiiiis (< ompeiid p 457 >, Zoiioras (Hist torn ti lib. 14 p 89), 
himaciri (Hist. Sarat oil, p 5o, 57 ) Ahiilteda (Aiiiial IMoslerii, p 127, 12S vcis KeisKo), 
dUlerbeSot (Vibllot, Client. Constantiiiali), Uck]c>‘s History »i the S.uacens, vul. ii p. 137. 
328 

( 3 ) Thestate and defence of the Dardanelles is exposed in the Meinonesof the Baron deTott, 
(tom. 111 . p .79- 97 ) who was sent to foittfy them against the BuHsiMto Piom a finnciiMl 
actor, 1 should have expeitod ruoie accurate details . i»it bo sm'iiis to wittefoi the amuseinent, 
rather than the lu'vtiuctioii, of his reader. Perhaps, on the appiuath of tlie euoiiiv, the nil- 
Ulster of Conetaiiline wan occiipitd, like that of Mtislapha, in fiuding two Cauar> bads, who 
■hoald irng precUel) the laiiie note. 
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from tlio montlt of April to that of September, on the approach of win- 
ter they retreated foursscore miles from the capital, to the isle of Cyzicus, 
in which they had established their maj^arine of spoil and provisions. 
So patient was their perseverance, or so languid were their operations, 
that they repeated, in the six following summers, the same attack and 
retreat, with a gradual abatement of hope and vigour, till the mis- 
chances of shipwreck and disease, of the sword and of fire, compelled 
them to relin<iuisli the fruitless enterprise. Tliey might bewail the loss, 
or commemorate the martyrdom, of thirty thousand Moslems, who fell 
in the siege of Constantinople ; and the solemn funeral of Abu Ayub, 
or Job, existed the curiosity of the Christians themselves. That vene- 
rable Arab, one of the last of the companions of Mahomet, was num- 
bered among the atisars, or auxiliaries, of Medina, who sheltered the 
head of the flying prophet. In his youth he fought, at B'^der and 
Ohud, under the holy standard : in his mature age he was the friend 
and follow^er of AU ; and the last remnant of his strength ami life was 
consumed in a distant and dangerous war against the enemies of the 
Koran. IIis memory was revered ; but the place of his burial was 
neglected and unknown, during a period of seven hundred and eighty 
)Tars, till the conciuest of Constantinople by Mahomet the Second. A 
sea‘*onable vision (for such are the manufacture of every religion) re- 
vealed the holy spot at the foot of the walls and the bottom of the har- 
bour ; and the mosche of Ayub has been deservedly chosen for the 
simple and martial inauguration of the Turkish sultans.(l) 

The event of the siege revived, both in the east and west, the repu- 
tation of the Roman arms, and cast a m ^mentary shade over the glories 
of the Saracens. The (jreek ambassador was favourably received at 
Dain.iscus, in a general council of the emirs or koreish ; a peace, or 
truce, of thirty years, was ratified between the two empires ; and the 
stipulation of an annual tribute, fifty horses of a noble breed, fifty 
slaves, and three thousand pieces of gold, degraded the majesty of the 
commander ot the faithful.(!^) Tiie aged caliph was desirous of pos- 
sessing Ills dominions, and ending his days in tranquillity and repose ; 
while the Moors and Indians trembled at his name, his palace and city 
of Damascus was insulted by the Mardaites, or Maronites, of mount 
Libanus, the firmest barrier of the empire, till they were disarmed and 
transplanted by the suspicious policy of the < Greeks. (3) After the re- 
volt of Arabia and Persia, the house of Oinmiyah (4) was reduced to 
the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt ; their distress and fear enforced their 
compliance with the pressing ileniands of the Christians ; and the tri- 
bute was increased to a slave, a horse, and a thousand pieces of gold, 
for each of the three hundred and sixty-five days of the solar-year. 
But as soon as the empiie was again united by tlic arms and policy of 
AbdaJmalek, he disclaimed a badge of servitude not less injurious tu his 
conscience than to hispiide; he discontinued the p.iyment of the tri- 
bute ; ami the resentment of the Creeks was disabled from action by 
the mad tyranny of the second Vustinlan, the just rebellion of his sub- 

(1) Iiemctniifl C.iuiemira llist of tlir oilinian 10.>. 106 IlNC.aiM Stale of the 

Ottoman biiipiie, p lo, il tie Tlievt not. part I. p 189 I he t who sup< 

pose that the mailyr Ahii Aynb is vti]g<irly coi;fuiiii(lvri with the painarcli Job, betray tbeir 
tin II igiioiaiite rather than th.it of the links. 

(2) I ljeopljane‘), thonK;h a Oreck, deserves credit for these tribuirs f^Chroiio{iaph. p. 295. 
296 300, .‘V)] ) which aie tunlhied, with some varnitioii, by the Ar«ii«l( Histniy of Aliuipbara* 
gids (llynast p. 128. vers- l*o(’ock.). 

1^.3) litc censure of Iheopliaues u Just and pointed, Ttjv Puipaocne i* .<v(wruav aitpu-rtp- 
/iffiffttv . . • traifftiva KoKa wc’irov^ev if Pwfiaiu/x i»iro Twe Spafiwv pcx/‘ (1 hro- 

nograpli p 302, .303 ). I he series of these events may lie traced in the Annals of 1 iicuphaues, 
and III the Abridi;nieiit of the C/iinarcIi Nirepbonts, p« 22 — 2i 

(4) I'liese domestic revolutions are related in a clear and natural style, in the second volume 
of Ockley’s Histoiy of the Saratens, p 253— .370. Besides our punted aiithois, he diaws Ins 
maienals from the Arabic M.S8. of (ixford, which he would have more deeply searchtd, li.td 
he been rofiiined to the Bodieiati library instead of the city jati; a fate how unworthy of the 
man and of ins country I 
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jects, and the frequent change of liis antagonists and succesfjors. Til! 
the reijkfn of Abdalmalek, the Saracens }md been content with the free 
fiossession of the Persian and Homan treasures, in the coin of Chosroes 
and Ciesar. the command of that caliph, a national mint was esti- 
hlished, both of silver and gold, and the inscription of the dinar, though 
it might be censured by some timorous casuists, proclaimed the unity 
of the God of Mahomet.(l) Under the reign of the caliph Waled, the 
Greek language and <5haracters were excluded from the accounts of the 
]>ublic revenue. (2) If this change was productive of the invention or 
familiar use of our present numerals, the Arabic or Indian ciphers, as 
they are commonly styled, a regulation of office has promoted the most 
important discoveries of arithmetic, algebra, and the mathematical 
scieiice8.(3) 

Whil<»t the caliph Waled sat idle on the throne of Damascus, while 
his lieutenants achieved the conquest of Transoxiana and Spain, a 
third army of Saracens overspread the provinces of Asia Minor, and 
approached the borders of the Byzantine capital. But the attempt and 
disgrace of the second siege, was reserved for his brother SoJiman, 
whose ambition appears to liave been quickened by a more active and 
martial spirit. In the revolutions of the Greek empire, after the ty- 
rant Justinian had been punished and avenged, an humble secretary, 
Anastasius or Artemius, was promoted by chance or merit to the vficant 
purple. He was alarmed by the sound of war; and his ambassador re- 
turned from Damascus with the tremendous news, that the Saracens 
were preparing an armament by sea and land, such as would transcend 
the experience of the past, or the belief of the present age. The pre- 
cautions of Anastasius were not unworthy of las station, or of the im- 
pending danger. He issued a peremptory mandate, that all persons 
who were not provided with the me«ins of subsistence for a three years* 
siege, should evacuate the city ; the public granaries and arsenals were 
abundantly replenished ; the walls were restored and strengthened; 
and the engines fur casting stones, or darts, or hre, were stationed 
along the ramparts, or in the brigantines of war, of which an ad- 
ditional number was hastily constructed. To prevent, is safer, as well 
as more honourable, than to repel an attack ; and a design was 
meditated, above the usual spirit of the Greeks, of burning the naval 
stores of the enemy, the cypress timber that had been hewn in mount 
Libanus, and was piled along the sea-shore of Phoenicia^ for the 
service of the Egyptian fleet. This generous enterjirise was defeated 
by the cowardice or treachery of the troops, who, in the new language 
of the empire, were styled i>f the obsi^quian They murdered 

their duel, desei ted their standard iu the isle of Rhodes, dispersed them- 

(1) HImactii, «ho dates the first (oiuage A. H. A* D. 695, flve or siv yeat$ later than 

ill’ historian’^, lias coiiipatct! the wei({iit ot tiie liest or toiiimun k^^IU liiuai , to the 

di.i< ! am oi diriiriit of kg>i>t, (p. 77 ) winch may be equal to two pc’iinies (fort) eight itrains) 
of Mir Troy weiRht, (Hoopers Fiiquiry into Ancient Measure’s p. 24 -36 ) and eipiiVAktit to 
ell'll! shillings ot oiir steiling tnoiify. 1 lom the sanir klniacin and the Arabian pli>&Kians, 
soiin* dinars, as high as two dirhems, as low as half a diihein, may be deduced, 'iiie piece 
ot 'iiiver was the diihoin, both in value and weight, li U Hti old, though fair eoiii, striuk at 
Waset, A. H. 88, and pieserved in the Dodli'iai) libiai), wants tour grains of the Cairo bland- 
aid. (Ste Ihe Modern Umv History, tom. i p 548. < ; tin. l^rctich traiislaiioii.) 

( 2 ) hiii tWtjuiOTi twk itifiotrtov rtotf \vyoOi.otwv a\\* Apafiiotf 

0 vra enct^tj a^in/ftTuv rtj tKttinav yAutfrtrti rj 

Au, #/ TpirtAa, f; oKToi rjptav »/ Tpia atfmruiti, Tlifophaii, Chronograph, p. 314. I htb defect, 

It It really evicted, must have stimulated the ingenuiiy of the Aiabs to invent nr boiroiv 

(3) Af cording to a new, thoiigii (irobable notion, iiiaiiilamed by M de Viiloisoii, (Aiiec- 
dota Or«%ca, tom ii p IVJ -157.) onr ciphers are not of Indian or Arabic invintion. They 
weie used by tbe t.ieek and I atm aritliineticians long before the age of boetliins. AUer the 
extinction ot sclenre in the west, they were adopted by the Arabic versions from the origiual 
MSS. and re\tond lo\he Latins about the etevciith eeutiiry. 

(4) 111 the division of the themex, or provinces descritied bv Constantine l’orpU>rojcnitns 
de Ihematibns, (lib i |> *>, Jd ) the ohsequumif a Latin ap|>etUtion ot the aimy and paUte, 
was the fourth in the public order. Nice was the iiietro(M>!is, and its jurisdiction extended 
from the Hellespont over the adjacent paiU of Bithynia and Hbrygia. (bee the tao maps 
prefixed by Detisie to the Inipeiiuai oiieulile of Banduri.) 
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selves over the adjacent continent^ and deserved pardon or reward by 
investing with the purple a simple officer of the revenue. The name of 
Theodosius might recommend him to the senate and people ; but^ 
after some months, he sunk into a cloister, and resigned, to the firmer 
hand of Leo, the Isaurian, the urgent defence of the capital and em* 
pire. The most formidable of the Saracens, Moslemah, tne brother of 
the caliph, was advancing at the head of one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand Arabs and Persians, the greater part mounted on horses or camels ; 
and the successful sieges of Tyana, Amorium, and Pergamus, were of 
sufficient duration to exercise their ^,kill, and to elevate their hopes. 
At the well-known passage of Abydus, on the Hellespont, the Maho- 
metan arms were transported, for the first time, from Asia to Europe. 
From thence, wheeling round the Thracian cities of the Propontis, 
Moslemah invested Constantinople on the land side, surrounded his 
camp with a ditch and rampart, prepared and pLinted his engines of 
assault, and declared, by words and actions, a patient resolution of ex- 
pecting the return of seed-time and harvest, should the obstinacy of 
tlie besieged ^rove equal to his own. The Greeks would gladly have 
ransomed their religion and empire, by a fine or assessment of a piece 
of gold on the head of each inhabitant of the city : but the liberal 
offer was rejected with disdain, and the presumption of Moslemah was 
exalted by the speedy approach and invincible force of the navies of 
Egypt and Syria. They are said to have amounted to eighteen hundred 
shijjs : the number betrays their inconsiderable size ; and of the twenty 
stout and capacious vessels, whose magnitude impeded their progress, 
each w as manned with no more than or e hundred heavy armed soldiers. 
This huge armada proceeded on a smooth sea and with a gentle gale, to- 
wards the mouth of the Bosphorus; the surface of the strait was oversha- 
dowed, in the language of the Greeks, with a moving forest, and the 
same fatal night had been fixed by the Saracen chief for a general assault 
by sea and land. To allure the confidence of the enemy, the emperor had 
thrown aside the chain that usually guarded the entrance of the har- 
bour ; but while they hesitated whether they should seize the oppor- 
tunity, or apprehena the snare, the ministers of destruction were at 
hand. The hreships of the Greeks were launched against them ; the 
Arabs, their arms, and vessels, were involved in the same flames ; the 
disorderly fugitives were dashed against each other, or overwhelmed 
in the waves ; and I no longer find a vestige of the fleet, that had 
threatened to extirpate the Homan name. A still more fatal and irre- 
parable loss was that of the caliph Soliman, who died of an indigestion(l) 
in }jis cainji near Kinnisrin, or Chalcis, in Syria, as he was preparing to 
lead against Constantinople the remaining forces of the east. The 
brother of Moslemah was succeeded by a kinsman and an enemy ; and 
the throne of an active and able prince was degraded by the useless 
and pernicious virtues of a bigot. While he started and satistu I the 
scruples of a blind conscience, the siege was continued through the 
winter by the neglect rather than hy the resolution of the caliph Omar.(2) 
The winter proved uncommonly rigiirous : above a hundred days tne 
ground was covered with deep snow, and the natives of the sultry 
climes of Egypt and Arabia lay torpid and almost lifeless in their fro- 
zen camp. They revived on the return of spring ; a second effort had 

(]) The caliph had eiilptted (wo baskets of es:(;s and of figs, which be swallowed alteriialcly, 
and the repast was coniluded with marrow and sugar. In one of liis pilgrimages to Mecca, 
Kolimaii ate, at a single meal, seventy puinegranates, a Kid, sue fowls, and a huge quantity of 
the grapes of Ta^ef. if the bill of lare be correct, we must admire the appetite rather Ihaii 
the luxury of the sovereign of Asia. (Abiiifeda, Aniial. Moslem, p 126.) 

(2> see the article of Omar Ben aMaIhuz, In the Iiihlioihe<)iie OiienUle, (p. fSD. 690) 
praifereus, says Kltiiaciti, (p 91 ) religiuiieiii siiam rebus suis tiiuridanis lie was so desiious 
of lieing with Ood, that he would not ha\e anointed Ins ear (Ins own saying) to otiidiii a per- 
fect cure of bis last nial.tdy. Ihe caliph liad only one shirt, ami lu an age of Iiimij) ins an- 
nual expense was uo mote than two drachms (Ahiilphaiagius, p 151 ) Hand diugavisus eu 
prfiicjpe ftiit orbis MosJemus. (AbnJicda, p 127 ) 
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been made in their favour ; and their distress was relieved by tlie ar- 
rival of two numerous fleets^ laden with corn, and arms^ and soldiers ; 
the first from Alexandria^ of four hundred transports and galleys ; tJie 
second of the three hundred and sixty vessels from the ports of Af- 
rica. But the Greek fires were again kindled^ and if the destruction 
was less complete, it was owing to the experience which had taught the 
Moslems to remain at a safe distance, or to the perfidy of the Egyptian 
mariners, who deserted with their ships to the emperor of the Christians. 
The trade and navigation of tlie capital were restored ; and the jiro- 
duce of the fisheries supplied the wants, and even the luxury, of the 
inhabitants. But the calamities of famine and disease were soon felt by 
the troops of Moslemah, and as the former was miserably assuaged, so the 
latter was dreadfully propagated, by the pernicious nutriment which 
hunger compelled them to extract from the most unclean or unnatural 
food. The spirit of conquest, and even of enthusiasm, was extinct : 
the Saracens could no longer straggle beyond their lines, either sin* 
gle or in small parties, without exposing themselves to the merciless 
retaliation of the Thracian peasants. An army of Bulgarians was at- 
tracted from the Danube by the gifts and promises of Leo ; and these 
savage auxiliaries made some atonement for the evils which they had in- 
flicted on the empire, by the defeat and slaughter of twenty-two thou- 
sand Asiatics. A report was dexterously scattered, that the Franks, 
the unknown nations of the Latin world, were arming by sea and land, 
in the defence of the Christian cause, and tlieir formidable aid was ex- 
pected with far different sensations in the camp and city. At length, 
after a siege of thirteen months,(I) the hopeless Moslemah received 
from the caliph the welcome permission of retreat. The march of the 
Arabian cavalry over the Hellespont, and through the provinces of Asia, 
was executed without delay or molestation ; but an army of their bre- 
thren had been cut in pieces on the side of Bithynia, and the remains 
of the fleet were so repeatedly damaged by tempest and fire, that 
only five galleys entered the port of Alexandria to relate the tale of 
their various and almost incredible disasters.(2) 

In the two sieges, the deliverance of (’onbtantinople may be chiefly 
ascribed to the novelty^ the terrf»rs, and the real efficacy, of the Greek 
fire,{3) The important secret of compounding and directing this arti- 
ficial flame was imparted by Caliinicus, a native of Heliopolis in Syria, 
who deseiTed from the service of the calijih to that of the emperor.(i) 
The skill of a chemist and engineer was equivalent to the succour of 
fleets and armies ; and tliis discovery or improvement of the military 
art was fortunately reserved for the distressful period, when the dege- 
nerato Ruinaiis of the east were incapable of contending with the war- 
like enthusiasm and youthful vigour of the Saracens. The historian 
who piesumes to analyze this extraordinary composition, should suspect 
his own ignorance, and that of his Byzantine guides, so prone to the 
man ellous, so careless, and, in this instance, so jealous of the truth. 
From their obscure, and perhaps fallacious hints, it should seem that 

(1) Both Nlrepborus and Tlieophanes aijree, that the >egeof Constantinople was raised the 
fifteenth of Atiifiist : (A f). 7lfi ) hut a» the former* our best witnesa, atfiriiia that it continued 
thirteen iiKUUlia, the latter inuat be mistaken in su|ipo«nitf that it hegan on the same day of 
the preceding year. I do not think that has remarked tins iiicoiisistrncy. 

(9f lit the second siege of CoiisUiitiiiople* 1 liave followed Nirephorus, (llreT, p. 5^ -3b.) 
Theophanes, (< lironograpb p 534 ) tedrenus, (Coiiipeud. p 449—452 ) Zonaras, (tom 
li p U8— 102 ) Hlniacln* (Hist Saracen p 88) Ahiilfeda, (AmtuL AlosJeui. p. 126 ) and 
dhiilpharagius liynast p. 130 ) the most SNttsfactory of the Aiahs. 

(3) Our sure and indefaugablc guide in the iiiitUlle ages and Byxantine Hisutry, Chailes 

du t resnedu t ange, has tieaied in several places of the Greek file, and Ins rutkclions leave 
few glratiings behind See paiticulaily Glossal. Med. cl Inflni tir^CMtai p 1275 sub 
voce doXuffffiov 1 / Glossar Med. et. Infiin. f atinitat /^«if Ohsei vatlrnw 

snr Villehardonm, p 30}, >06. • Uhservattniis siir Jotntille, p. 71, 7^ 

(4) Iheophanes styles him (P ). Cedremih (p 437 ) brings ihi* ariiu from 

(the rums ot) IKdiopoiis in Kgypt ; and chrmistiy was indeed the peculiar science of the 
Egyptians. 
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the principal ingredient of the Greek fire was the naptha, or liquid 
bitumen^ a lights tenacious^ and inflammable oil, (2) which springs from 
the earth, and catches Are as soon as it comes in contact with the air. 
The naptha was mingled, I know not by what methods or in what pro- 
portions, with sulphur and with the pitch that is extracted from ever- 
green firs. (3) From this mixture, which produces a thick smoke and a 
loud explosion, proceeded a fierce and obstinate flame, which not only 
rose in perpendicular ascent, but likewise burnt with equal vehemence 
in descent or lateral progress ; instead of being extinguished, it was 
nourished and quickened, by the element of water ; and sand, urine, or 
vinegar, were the only remedies that could damp the fury of this pow- 
erful agent, which was justly denominated by the Greeks the liquid 
or the tnai itime fire. For the annoyance of the enemy, it was employed 
with equal effect, by sea and land, in battles or in sieges. It was eitner 
})oured from the ramparts in large boilers, or launched in red-hot balls 
of stone and iron, or darted in arrows and javelins, twisted iround with 
flax and tow, which had deeply imbibed the inflammable oil : sometimes 
it was deposited in fireships, the victims and instruments of a more am- 
ple revenge, and ' 'as most commonly blown through long tubes of cop- 
per, which were planted on the prow of a galley, and fancifully shaped 
into the mouths of savage monsters, that seemed to vomit a stream of 
lupiid and consuming fire. I'his important art was preserved at Con- 
stantinople, as the palladium of the state ; the galleys and aj txllery 
miglit occasionally be lent to the allies of Home ; but the composition 
of the Greek fire was concealed with the most jealous scruple, and the 
terror of the enemies was increased a id prolonged by their ignorance 
and surprise. In the treatise of the administration of the empire, the 
royal author (4) suggests the answers and excuses that might best elude 
the indiscreet curiosity and importunate demands of the Barbarians. 
They should be told that the mystery of the Greek fire had been re- 
vealed by an angel to the first and greatest of the Constantines, with a 
sacred injunction, that this gift of heaven, this peculiar blessing of the 
Romans, should never be communicated to any foreign nation : that the 
prince and subject were alike bound to religious silence, under the tem- 
poral and spiritual penalties of treason and sacrilege ; and that the im- 
pious attempt would provoke the sudden and supernatural vengeance 
of the (xod of the Christians. By these precautions, the secret was 
confined, above four hundred years, to the Romans of the east; and, 
at the end of the eleventh century, the Pisans, to whom every sea and 
every art were familiar, suffeied tlie effects, without understanding the 
composition of the Greek fire. It was at length either discovered or 
stolen by the Mahometans ; and, in the holy wars of Syria and Egypt, 
they retorted an invention, contrived against themselves, on the heads 


(1) rht* naptha, the oleum iiu'endt.iiiiini of the history of Jerusalem TGest. nei per . /ancos, 
p. 11G7 ), the oriental touninin ut J.upes de Vitry (tib ni. c SI is tnlroduced on slight 
evidence and stronit prohahility. Cjitnaiiins (lib vi p 105 ) calls the OreeR ilie iru/> , 

and the naptha is known to abound beeween the fi^ris and the Caspian sea According lo 
Pliny (Hist. Natnr 2 K'9 J, It was subservient the revenge of Medea, and in either etymo 
logy the eXuiQv Of Vt/Xeiar (P'ocop de Bel) Gothic, iib Iv. c. 11 ), may fattljr :iignify 

this Itqmd bitumen. 

(2; On the d liferent »otu of oils and bUuineiis, see Dr. Watson's (the present Disliop of 
LlandatTs) tJieinical Assays, vol. in essay 1 a classic book, the best adapted to infuse the 
taste and Giowledge nt cliemisti) The less perfect ideas of the ancients maybe found in 
Strabo (Geograpb, )ib. XVI p. 107H ) and Pliny (Hist. Natnr S lOP,). Htiic 
niagna cognatio e»t igdinni, ttaiisiiitinti|ue protinns in earn uudecuttque visaiti. Of our Ira 
vellers I am best pie.ised with Otter (tuiii. 1. p 15J -158.). 

(3) Anna Comnena has paitly drawn aside the curtain. Awo Kai uWwu tivoiv 

Taiuirru^ dufptvv uttOaXuiv avvayti at iuKpuov ukuuo'tuv. Tovto fitta Oeiov Tpt^on^votf 
tfiflaXXtrnt (it auXtiricotiv KoXo/icov K<ti ep^vafiTni Tinpa tou •Kai^ovrat Xa/3pia itat trvvfx^* 
trvtvfiart (A)eviad lib xiii. p .383 3 Elsewhere (hb xi p. 336 ) she mentions the property 
of hiiniing, Kura no npavet mu e<p* tKarepa. l^o, in the iiineteeiitli chapter of h.'s Tactics 
(Opera Meursii, tom vi. |i. 834. edit. Laini, Floreiil. 1715.), speaks of the new invention of 
irup fitra lipnvnnt tai tiatrvov. These are genuine and Imperial testimonies. 

(i) Constantin. Porpliyrogetiii de Adniiiiiatrat. Imperii, e. xiu. p 64, 65. 
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of the Christians. A knight, who despised the swords and lances of the 
Saracens, relates, with heartfelt sincerity, his own fears, and tliose of 
his companions, at the sight and sound of the mischievous engine that 
discharged a torrent of the Greek fire, the feu Gregeoxs, as it is styled 
by the more early of the French writers. It came flying through the 
air, says Joinville,f 1) like a winged long tailed dragon, about the thick- 
ness or a hogshead, with the report of thunder, and the velocity of 
lightning ; and the darkness of the night was dispelled by this deadly 
illumination. The use of the Greek, or, as it might now be called, the 
Saracen fire, was continued to the middle of the fourteenth century, (SJ) 
when the scientific, or casual compound of nitre, suljdmr, and charcoal, 
effected a new revolution in the art of war, and the history of inan- 
kind.(3) 

Constantinople and the Greek fire might exclude the Arabs from the 
eastern entrance of Europe ; but in the west, on tlie side of the Pyre- 
nees, the provinces of Gaul were threatened and invaded by the con- 
querors oi Spain.(l.) The decline of the French monarchy invited the 
attack of these insatiate fanatics. The descendants of Clovis had lost 
the inheritance of his martial and ferocious spirit ; and their misfortune 
or demerit has affixed the epithet of lazy to the last kings of tlie Me- 
rovingian race.(5) They ascended the throne without power, and sunk 
into the grave without a name. A country palace, in the neighliour- 
hood of Compiegne,(fi) was allotted for then* residence or prison ; but 
each year, in the month of March or May, they were conducted in a 
waggon drawn by oxen to the assembly ot the Franks, to give audience 
to foreign ambassadors, and to ratify the acts of the mayor of tlib pa- 
lace. That domestic officer was become the minister of the nation, and 
the master of the prince. A public employment was converted into the 
patrimony of a private family: the ekfer* Pepin left a king of mature 
years under the guardianship of his own w’ldow and her child ; and 
these feeble regents were forcibly dispossessed by the most .active of his 
bastards. A government, half savage and half corrupt, wais almost dis- 

(1) Ilistoire de St Louis, p Pans, 1688. p 44 Pans, tic rimprjui«*iie Rovu)/*, 176J. 
The former of these editions is precious fur the oliseivaiioiH of Ducaugc , the la. ter toi the 
pure and original text of Joiuviite. W'e must have rettmise lo tliAt text to distovci, tlut the 
fell Oregeuls was shot wiih a pile or javelin, from an engine that acted like a sling. 

(2) 1 he vanity, or envy, ot shaking the esiahlishcd piopertv of lame, has icuipU’d some 
moderns to cany gunpowder above the fourteenth t.'.ee sir William leinple, I'uteiis, Jkt ) and 
the nreek fire above the sevcnili centiiiy (see the Salustc do President rtes llrosses, toni. ii 
p. 381 ), but their evidcitee, wliic h precedes the vnlyar era of the invention, is seldom clear 
or satisfactory and suhseqiietii wnteis may he suspectid ot Iraiui or creduiiiy In llic eailie.t 
sieges, some co.iihustihles of oil and sulphur haNe been used, and the t.reek the has some 
athiiities wiih gunpowder both in natuie and etiects . loi the aiiti<|imv of the hist, a passage 
of Procopius , (de hell fiotli lih i\. c 11.), tor that ot the second, Munc facli iii ihe 
Arabit history of Spam (A. D. 1241), 1312, 1332. Bihliot Aiab Hisp tom ii p. 6-8), ate 
the mosi: d Mil cult to elude. 

(3; lhat extraordiuary man Friar Bacon, reveals two of the ingredieiMs, saltpetre and siil- 
phdi, and conceals the third in a seiitouce of mysterious gibheiish, as it he dioadcd the coii- 
seqneiices of Ins own discovery (biograpliia Britaniiica, vol i. p 4><1. new edition ) 

(4) For the invasion ot France, and the defeat of the Aiabs by Charles Mai tel, see the His 
toria 4i.ibiim (c \i— xiv ) of Hodeiic Ximeiies, archbishop of loteilo, who had hefoie hmi 
the ( hiistian chronicle ot isidtire P.iceiisis, and the Mahometan liistoiy of Novairi. J he 
Moslems are silent or concise m tlie accoiml of their lo^^es, hut VI t ordonne (loin i p. 

— 131 ) has given a jy trie and simple ai count of all that he could tolled from Ihii Hahkau, 
Hidjari, and an aiioiivmous wiilet. Il.e texts of (he C / otticles of Fiance, and lives of saints, 
aie Insetted 111 the collection ot Bouquet (tom iii ) and the anii.its ot Pagi, who (tom in. 
under the pi oper years) has restuied the chronology, which is anticipated six yeais m the 
Annals of Batoiims 1 he Diciiuuary ot IHyle (A0(/e/ awe ‘ditd Alftn/fZfi) has more merit for 
lively reflection than original research. 

(5) kgiiihart, de \ ita Caroh Magni, < ii p 1.3—18. edit Scbniink, ITirecht, 1711, «ouie 
modern critics accuse the minister of Lliaileinagne of exaggerating the weakness of the Me- 
rovingians , hut the general ouMiue is just, aud the French leader mil forever repeat the 
beautiful imes ot Boileaii's Liitriii 

(6) Mamacca <.ii the Oyse, between Coinpiegne and Noyoii, which Fgmhait calls per* 
pnrvi reditu* vlUant (see the notes, and the map of ancient France foi Horn Bouquet’s ( ol- 
leciloii ) Compendium, or Cornpiegiie, was a p.ilnce of nuu** .linnuy ^^Hadiiau Valesii 
Noiitia Uallianmi, p 1 Vi.), and that laughing philosopher, the ahhe (.aliuiu (Dialogues siir 
le Commerce des Bleds), may truly adirm, that it was the leaideuce ol the rois tres Chretiens 
c€ ties chevelut. 
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solved ; and the tributary dukes, tiie provincial counts/ and the terri- 
torial lords, were tempted to despise tne weakness of the monarch, and 
to imitate the ambition of the mayor. Amon^ these independent chiefs, 
one of the boldest and most successful, was Eudes, duke of Aquitain, 
who, in the southern provinces of Gaul, usurped the authority and even 
the title of king. The Goths, the Gascons, and the Franks, assembled 
under the standard of this Christian hero : he repelled the first invasion 
of the Saracens ; and Zama, lieutenant of the caliph, lost his army and 
his life under the w alls of Thoulouse. I’he ambition of his successors 
was stimulated by revenge ; they repassed the Pyrenees with the means 
and the resolution of conquest. The advantageous situation which had 
recommended Narbonne (1) as the first Roman colony, was again chosen 
by the Moslems; they claimed the province of Septemania or Langue- 
doc as a just dependance of the Spanish monarchy : the vineyards of 
Gascony and the city of Rourdeaux were possessed by the sovereign of 
Damascus and Samarcand ; and the south of France, from the mouth of 
the Garonne to that of the Rhone, assumed the manners and religion 
of Arabia. 

But these narrow limits were scorned by the spirit of Abdalrahman, 
or Abderame, who had been restored by the caliph Hashem to the 
wishes of the soldiers and people of Spain. That veteran and daring 
commander adjudged to the obedience of the prophet whatever yet re- 
mained of France or of Europe, and prepared to execute the sentence, 
at the head of a formidable host, in the full confidence of surmounting 
all opposition either of nature or of man. His first care was to sup- 
press a domestic rebel, who commanfle i the most important passes of 
the Pyrenees ; Munuza, a Moorish chiel^ had accepted the alliance of 
the duke of Aquitain ; and Eudes, from a motive of private or public 
interest, devoted his beauteous daughter to the embraces of the African 
misbeliever. But the strongest fortresses of Cerdagne were invested by 
a superior force ; the rebel was overtaken and slain in the mountains ; 
and his widow was sent a captive td Dfimasciis, to gratify the desires, 
or more probably the vanity of the commander of the faithful. From 
the l^yrenees, Abderame proceeded without delay to the passage of the 
Rhone and the siege of Arles. An army of Christians attempted the 
relief the city : the tombs of their leaders were yet visible in the 
thirteenth century ; and many thousands of their dead bodies were car- 
ried down the rapid stream into the Mediterranean sea. The arms of 
Abderame were not less successful on the side of the ocean. He passed 
w ithout opposition the Garonne and Dordogne, which unite their wa- 
ters in the gulf of Bordeaux ; but he found, beyond those rivers, the 
Crimp of the intr^id Eudes, wlio had formed a second army, and mis- 
taiiied a second defeat, so fatal to tlie Christians, that, according to 
then* sad confession, God alone could reckon the number of the sl< in. 
The victorious S.iraccn overran the provinces of Aquitain, whohc Oc ilic 
names are disguised, rather tlyin lost, in the modem appellations of 
Perigord, Saintogne, and Poitou: his standards w^ere planted on the 
walls, or at least before the gates, of Tours and of Sens ; and his de- 
tachments oversjiread the kingdom of Burgundy as far as the well- 
known cities of Lyons and Besancon. The memory of these devasta- 
tions, for Abderame did not spare the country or the people, was long 
preserved by tradition ; and tlie invasion of France by the Moors, or Ma- 
hometans, affords the ground-work of those fables, wdiich have been so 
wildly disfigured in the romances of chivalry, and so elegantly adorned 
by the Italian muse. In the decline of society andiirt, the deserted cities 
could supply a slender booty to the Saracens ; their richest spoil was 

(1) Fvcii before that colony, A, U. C G7C (Velleina Patercnl. 1. 15), in the time of Poly, 
bins (Hmt. lib. in. p 2C5. edit Gronov.), Narbonne waa a Celtic town of the first eminence, 
and one of the m at nortliern places of the known world (D’Aiiville, Notice de 1 Aiicieutie 
Gaule, p. 473 ). 
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found in the churches and monasteries, which they stripped of their or^ 
naments and delivered to the dames ; and the tutelar saints, both Hi«< 
lary of Poitiers and Martin of Tours, forgot their miraculous powers in 
the defence of their own sepulchres.( l) A victorious line of march had 
been prolonged above a thousand miles from the rock of Gibraltar to 
the banks of the Loire ; the repetition of an equal space would have 
carried the Saracens to the confines of Poland and tne Highlands of 
Scotland : the Rhine is not more impassable than the Nile or Euphrates, 
and the Arabian fleet might have sailed without a naval combat into 
the mouth of the 'rhames. Perhaps the interpretation of the Koran 
would now be taught in the schools of Oxford, and her pulpits might 
demonstrate to a cii*cumcised people the sanctity and truth of the reve- 
lation of Mahomet.{2) 

From such calamities was Christendom delivered by the genius and 
fortune of one man, Charles, tlie illegitimate son of the elder Pepin, 
was content witli the titles of mayor or duke of the Franks, hut he de- 
served to become tlie father of a line of kings. In a laborious adminis- 
tration of twenty-four years he restored aiid sujiported the dignity of 
the throne, and the rebels of Germany and Gaul were buccessively 
crushed by the activity of a warrior, who, in the same campaign, couhl 
display his banner on tlie EU>e, the Rhone, and the sliores of the <»cean. 
In the public danger, he was summoned by the voice of his country ; 
and his rival, the dnke of Aquitain, was reduced to appear among the 
fugitives and suppliants. “ Alas I” exclaimed the F ranks, ‘‘ what a 
misfortune ! what an indignity ! W e have long heard of the name 
^ and conquests of the Arabs : we were a]>prehensive of their attack 
from the east ; they have now conquered {Sp,iin, and invade our couii- 
try, on the side of the west. Yet their numbers, and,” since they 
“ have no buckler, “ their arms, are inferior to our own If you follow 
my advice,'* replied the prudent mayor of the palace, you inll not 
interrupt their inarch, nor precipitate your attack, 'fhey .are like a 
torrent, which it is dangerous to stem in its career. The thirst of 
riches, and the consciousness of success, redouble their valour, and 
valour is of more avail than arms or numbers. Be patient till they 
have loaded themselves with the inciunhrance of wealth. ThLs posses- 
‘ sion of wealth will divide their counsels, and assure your victory." 
This subtle policy is perhaps a refinement of the Arabian writers ; and 
the situation of Charles will suggest a more narrow and selfish motive 
of procrastination ; the secret desire of humbling the pride, and wast- 
ing the provinces, of the rebel duke of Aquitain. It is jet more pro- 
bable, that the delays of C'harles were inevitable and reluctant. A stand- 
ing army w-as unknown under the first and second race: more than 
hmf the kingdom was now in the hands of the Saracens : according to 
their respective situations, the Franks of Neustria and Austrasia were 
too conscious or too careless of the impending danger ; and the volun- 
tary aiils of the (Jepidaj and Germans were separated by a long interval 
from the standard of the Christian general. No sooner had lie collect- 
ed his forces, than he sought and found the enemy in the centre of 
France, between Tours and Poitiers. His well-conducted march was 
covered by a range of hills, and Abderamc appears to have been sur- 


(1) With rejsfird to the sanctnnryof St Marlin of Tours, Roderic Xinienes accuses tl>c Sara* 
cells of the //na 1 iirwi is nvitaiem, erclcbidiii et palaiia va«l<iti(iiic et incendlo siiinli diiiiU 
el coitsiiinrsil. llie cotitiiiii.itor of rreiitguiiiis imputes to tliem no iiioie than the mtenlMfU 
Ad doiiniiii hc.itiHSiiDi Maroi.i evertenclatu destinaut. At CarvUis, ihe French aunaiist 
was more jealous o| ilie hxiiotn of the saint. 

(2) Yet I siutcrely douht Mlieiherthe 0\ford inoscli would have produced a volume of 
contioversy so elettant and liitteinous as (he sermons lately preacln d bv Mr White, the Arabic 
professor, at Mr Bampt<>n's lecture. His observations on the Lhataiter and leligiou of Ma- 
homet are always adapted to his argument, and generally founded in tnitli and reasoq He 
sustains the part of a lively and eloquent advocate, and sonielinies rises to the merit of an 
historian and philosopher. 
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prised by his unexpected presence. The nations of Asin^ Africa, and 
Europe, advanced with equal .irdoiir, to an encounter which would chang;e 
the history of the world. In the six first days of dei»ultury combat, the 
horsemen and archers of the east maintained their advantage : but in 
tlie closer onset of the seventh day, the orientals were oppress d by the 
strength and stature of the Germans, ^«ilo, with stout hearts and iron 
hands,(l) asserted the civil and religious freedom of their posterity. The 
epithet of Martel, the Hammer, wliich has Iieen added to the name of 
Charles, is expressive of his weighty and irresistible strokes : the valour of 
Eudes was excited by resentment and emulation ; and their companions, in 
the eye of history, are the true peers and paladins of French chivalry. 
After a bloody field, in which Abderame was slain, the Saracens, in the 
close of the evening, retired to their camp. In the disorder and de- 
spair of the night, the various tribes of Yemen and Damascus, of Africa 
and Spain, were provoked to turn their arms against each other : the 
remains of their host were suddenly dissolved, and each emir consulted 
his safety by a has,ty and separate retreat. At the dawn of day, the 
stillness of a hostile camp was suspected by the victorious Christians ; 
on the rc]>ort of tb'^ir spies, they ventured to explore the richer of the 
vacant tents ; but, if we except some celebrated relics, a small portion 
of the spoil w'as restored to the innocent and lawful owners. The joy- 
ful tidings were soon diffused over the Catliolic world, and the monks 
of Italy could aOirm and believe that three hundred and fifty, or three 
hundred and seventy-live thousand of the Mahometans had been crushed 
by the liammcr of Charles :(y) while no more than fifteen hundred 
Chrihtmiih were slain in the neld of Tot rs. But this incredible talc is 
sulticiently disproved by the caution of the French general, w ho appre- 
hended the snares and accidents of a pursuit, and dismissed his German 
allies to their native forests. The inactivity of a conqueror betrays 
the loss of strength and blood, and the most cruel execution is inflicted, 
not in the ranks of battle, but on the backs of a flying enemy. Yet the 
victory of the Franks was complete and final ; Aqmtain was recoveied by 
the arms of Eudes ; the Arabs never resumed the conquest of Gaul, and 
they were soon driven beyond the Pyrenees by diaries Martel and his 
valiciiit rac(*.(3) It might have been expectcil that the saviour of Chris- 
tendom would have been canonized, or at least applauded, by the gra- 
titude of the clerg} , wlio are indebted to his sword for their present 
existence. But in the public distress the mayor of the palace had been 
compelled to apply the riches, or at least the revenues, of the bishops 
and abbots, to the relief of the state and the reward of the soldiers. 
His merits were forgotten, his sacrilege ahme w'as remembered, and, in 
an epistle to a Carlovingian prince, a Gallic synod presumes to declare 
that his ancestor was damned ; that on the opening of Ins tomb, the 
spectators were affrighted by a smell of fire and the aspect of a hox rid 
dragon ; and that a saint of the times was indulged with a plej. mt 
vision of the soul and body of (Charles Martel, burning, to all eternity, 
in the abyss of hell.(4) 

(1) Gens Austruv tiiemhionmi valida, rt gens Germ^inn corde el Corpore 

pitestaiilissiiiM, qii.iEi in ictd ocuii manQ terrei et pectoreaiUuu Arabes eKtiuxerunt. (Kodeitc. 
loletaii. c. H ) 

(2; These iiunihers are staled by Paul Warnefrld, the deac«*n of Aqiiileta (de Gextis Laiigo- 
baid. lib. VI p 021 edit Grot ) and Anastasuis, the librarian ot thi. Roman church, (in Vit. 
Gregorii II ) nho tells a iniracMioiis story <»t three consecrated spiiiiges, which rendered m- 
vutiierahle the French sohUeis amnng uho they had been shared it sJionId seem, Oiat ni liis 
letteis to the |H>pe, kiidts usurped the liniioiir of the victory, for which lie was chisiised l>y 
the French nnnalists, who, with equal falsehood, af ciiscs Ijiiii of inviung (he Saracens. 

( 3 ) Nai bonne, and the rest of Sepurnaiiia, was recovered by Pepin, the son of Chailes 
Martel, A. I>. 755 (PagI, Critlca, tom. iiJ. p .900 ) 'I hlily-scveii yeais afieiward it was pil- 
laged by a sudden inroad of the Aiahs, who employed the captives in the construi tioii of the 
niosch of Cordova, (lie Guigiies, Hist des Hum, tout i p 354) 

(4) This pastoral letter, addressed to Lewis the Germanic, the grandson of Chaiieinague, 
and most probably composed by the pen of the nrtliil Hiiicmar, is dued in the year R38 and 
signed by the bishops of the pioviiices of lUieimsaiid Rouen. (.Baionius, Aunal. Kccles. A U. 
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The loss of an arirw, or a province, in the western world, was less 
painful to the c^urt of Damascus; tlian the rise and process of a do- 
mestic competitor. Except amon^ the Syrians, the calmhs of the 
house of Ommiyah had never been the objects of the public favour. 
The life of Mahomet recorded their perseverance in idolatry and re- 
bellion ; their conversion had been reluctant, tlieir elevation irregular 
and factious, and their throne was cemented ith the most holy and 
noble blood of Arabia. The best of their race, the pious Omar, was 
^ssatished with his own title : their personal virtues w'ere ini,ufficient to 
justify a departure from the order of succession ; and the eyes and 
wishes of the faithful were turned towards the line of Ilashem and the 
kindred of the apostle of God. Of those the Fatimites were either 
rash or pusillanimous ; but the deKcendunts of Abbas cherished, with 
courage and discretion, the hopes of their rising fortunes. From an 
obscure residence in Syria, they secretly disjiatched their /igiuits and 
missionaries, who preached in the eastern pi’ovinces their here<litarv inde- 
feasible right ; and Mohammed, the son of Ali, the son of Abd.ilLili, the 
son of Abbas, the uncle of the prophet, gave audience to the dujities of 
(Jliorasan, and accepted their free gift of four luiudicd llumsand pieces 
of gold. After the death of Mohammed, the oath of allegiance ivas 
administered in the name of his son Ibrahim to a numerous band of 
votaries, who ex])ccted only a signal and a leader ; and the govci-nor of 
Chorasan eontinueil to deplore his fruitless admonitions and tlie deadly 
slumber of the caliphs of Damascus, till he himself, with all his adJie- 
rents, wuis diiveii from the city and palace of Mcru, by tlie rebeJliyus 
arms of Abu Moslom.(l) That maker of kings, the author, as he is 
named, of the call of the Abbassides, was at length rewarded for his pre- 
sumption of merit wulli the usual gratitude of couits. A mean, }»eihaps 
» foreign, extraction, could not ivjiress- tlie aspiring energy of Abu 
Moslem. Jealous of his wives, liberal of liis wealtli, prodigal of his 
own blood and of that of others, he could boast with pleasure, and pos- 
sibly witli triitli, that lie iuid destroyed six hundred thousand of his 
enemies j and such w^as the intiepid gravity of his mind and counte- 
nance, that he was never seen to smile except on a day of battle. In the 
visible separation of )iarties the t/rcen was conseciateil to the Fati- 
mites ; the Ommiades were distinguished by the white ; and the hfaclcf 
as the most adverse, ivas naturally adopte<l by the Alibas^idos. 'J'lieir 
turbans and garments were stained with that gloomy colour : two black 
standards, on pike-staves nine cubits long, were borne aloft in the van 
of Abu Moslem ; and their allegorical names of the my/it ami the sha^ 
doWi obscurely represented the iddissoluble union and iierpetual sue-, 
cession of the line of Hushem. From the Indus to the Euphrates, the 
east wa^ convulsed hy the <]uaiTol of the white and the bbick factions ; 
the Abbassides were moat frequently victorious; but their public success 
w'as clouded by the persomil misfortune of their chief. The court of 
Damascus, awakening from a lung slumber, resolved to prevent the jul- 
grimage of Mecc.i, which Ibrahim had undei taken with a splendid re- 
tinue, to recommend himself at once to the lavonr of the ])rophet and 
of the people A detachment of cavalry intercepted his march and ar- 
rested his person ; and the unhappy Ibralii u, snatched away from the 
promise of untasted royfilty, expired in iron fetters in the dungeons of 
Haran. His two younger brothel’s, Saffah and Ahnansor, eluded the 
search of the tyrant, ami lay concealed at Cufa, till the zeal of the peo- 
ple apd the approach of his eastern friends allow’cd them to expose tncir 

741. Fleury, Hist. Eccles tom. x. |» 514,— 516.) Yi‘l Baroiilus bimwlf, and llje Frouli cri'ict, 
resect (oiueiiipt tliis eptscupal ficUon. , , „ . 

(1} The steed dud the tk.ulille, which had tarried any of hU wms were iiiiUntly killed or 
burnt, lest thev should he alierwardb uiount d by a hmIc Twelve hundred iimletiiii caiiiHi* weio 
required lor hid kutheii furniture; and the daily coiisumptun amounted to ihiee ihousdiia 
cakes, a hundred sheep, beside* oxeii, poultry, ic. (Abulphaiagius, Hist P 

VoL. Ill, L I 
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persons to the impatient public. On Friday^ in the dress of a caliph, in 
the cploiire of the sect, Siiffah proceeded with religious and muitary 
pomp to the mosch : ascending the pulpit, he prayed and preached as the 
lawful successor of Mahomet; and, after his departure, his kinsmen 
bound a willing people by an oath of fidelity. Eut it was on the baiiks 
of the Zab, and not in the mosch of Cufa, that this important contro- 
vesy was determined. Every advantage appeared to be on the side of 
the white faction : the authority of estoblisned government ; an army 
of a hundred and twenty thousand soldiers, against a sixth part of that 
number ; and the presence and merit of the caliph Mervan, the four- 
teenth and last of uie house of Ommiyah. Before his accession to the 
throne, he had deserved, by his Georgian warfare, the honourable epithet 
of the ass of Mesopotamia ;(l) and ho might have been ranked among the 
greatest princes, had not, says Abulfeda, the eternal order decreed that 
moment for the ruin of his family ; a decree against which all human 
prudence and fortitude must struggle in vain. The orders of Mervan 
were mistaken or disobeyed : the return of his horse, from which he had 
dismounted on a necessary occasion, impressed the belief of his death ; 
and the enthusiasm of the black squadrons was ably conducted by Ab- 
dallah, the uncle of lus competitor. After an irretrievable defeat, the 
caliph escaped to Mosul ; but the colours of the Abbassides were dis- 
played from the rampart ; he suddenly repassed the Tigris, cast a me- 
lancholy look on his palace of llaran, crossed the Euphrates, abandoned 
the fortifications of Damascus, and, without halting in Palestine, pitched 
his last and fatal camp at Busir on the hanks of tlic Nile.(2) His speed 
was urged by the incessant diligence of Abdallah, who in every step of 
the pursuit acquired strength and reputation : the remains of the white 
faction were finally vanquished in Egypt ; and the lance, whicli termi- 
nated the life and anxiety of Mervan, was not less welcome perhaps to 
the unfortunate than to the victorious chief. The merciless inquisition 
of the conqueror eradicated the most distant branches of the hostile 
race : their bones were scattered, tlieir memory was accursed, and the 
martyrdom of Ilossein was abundantly revenged on the posterity of Ins 
tyrants. Fourscore of the Ommiades, who liad yielded to the faith or 
clemency of their foes, were invited to n banquet at Damascus. 'J'he 
laws of hospitality were violated by a promiscuous massacre: the board 
was spread over their fallen bodies ; and the festivity of the guests was 
enlivened by the music of their dying groans. By the event i>f the 
civil war the dynasty of the Abbassides was firmly established ; but the 
Christians only could triumph in the mutual hatred and common loss of 
the disciples of Mahomet.(3) 

Yet the thousands who were swept away by the sword of war might 

(1) Jl IJenian* He had !»eeM sovernnr of Mesopotamia, and tlie Aiabic pioverb loaises 
the cour<<({e of that warlike breed of asses who never dy troiii a» enemy Uie snr< .(c c of 
Mervan may Justify the comparison of Homer, (Iliad, X 5.'}?, &e ) an.t both will silem t the 
moderns, who consider the ass as a sluuvl and Ignoble emblem. fU'Heibelot Uibliot. Oiient. 
p. 55S.; 

(2) Four several places, all in F.gypt, bore the name of Biisir, or Busiih, w» famous In 

Greek fable. The first, where Mervan was slain, whs to the we»t of the Nile, iii the provime 
of i'liim, of Arsiiioe, the second in (be Delia, In the Sebciiiiyttc iiome ; the thud, tie.ir tlie 
pyramids; the fourth, which was destroyed by ntoclcsian, in the Ihehai^ l shall lieie 
transcribe a note of the learned and orthodox MiciiaelUt Vidciitur in pliiribus .flgypli sii- 
perlorls iirbibus Biisin Coptoqiie arma iiiiiiptiase Chnsuaiil, ilbertateinque de rellgioiie scii- 
tiendt defeiidisse. sed siicciibiilsse gim in hello Coptns et Biiblrls dirma, et circa hsnam inagim 
strages edita. Uelium iiarraiit sed Caiisarn belli igiiorai.t scrlptoies Byzantiiii, alioqul Coptiitn 
et Biiisirim non rebeliassedicturi, sed caiissam Cbiisiianoniiu tiisceptiirl. (Sot. 1^11 p. KXI.) 
For the geography of the tour Bushs, see Abulfeda (descript, p 9. vers Michaelis, 

Gotiingse, 1776, in quarto), Micliaelis. (Not. 122—1^. p. and d'Auville. (Metiioiie 

sur I'Egypte, p. 82. 147. 2^15.) 

(3) See Abulfeda, (Aniial. Moslem, p. 1^—145 ) Entychliis, (Aniial. tom. ii. p. 392. vers, 
rocock.) Elinacin, Hist. Saracen, p. 109—121.) Abiilpharagia, (Hist. Dynast p 164 -110) 
Koderic of Toledo, (Hist. Arabiim, c. 18, p. 33.) 'I heopbaiics, (Chionogiaph. p.3.Vi,357. 
who speaks of the Abbassides under the names of Xwpaaavtrat and Mav^ 0 opot)t aod the 
Bibliotheqne of d'Herbelot, in the articles of Ommiades, Abbassides, Mervan Ibrahim, 
iSaffah, Abou Moslem 
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have been speedily retrieved in the succeeding generatiori, if the conse- 
qiiences of the revolution had not tended to dissolve the power and 
unity of the empire of the Saracens. In the proscription of the Ommi- 
ades, a roj^il youth of tiie name of Abdalrahman alone escaped the rage 
of his enemies^ who hunted the wandering exile from the banks of the 
Euphrates to the valleys of mount Atlas. His presence in the neigh- 
bouriiood of ^sun revived the seal of the white faction. The name 
and cause of the Abbaasides had been first vindicated by the Persians ; 
the west had been pure from civil arms ; and the servants of the abdi- 
cated family still held, by a precarious tenure, the inheritance of their 
lands and the oifices of ^vernment. Strongly prompted by gratitude, 
indignation, and fear, they invited the grandson of the caliph Hasliem 
to ascend the throne of his ancestors ; and, in his desperate condition, 
the extremes of rashness and prudence were almost the same, 'i'he ac- 
clamations of the people saluted his landing on the coast of Andalusia ; 
and, after a successful struggle, Abdalrahman establislied tlie throne of 
Cordova, and was the father of the Ommiades of Spain, uho reigned 
above two hundred and fifty years from the Atlantic to the Pyrenees.(l) 
He slew in battle a lieutenant of the Abbassides, who had invaded his 
dominions with a fieet and army : the head of Ala, in salt and enm- 
phire, was suspended by a daring messenger before the palace of Mec^ 
ca ; and the calijih Alraansor rejoiced in his safety, that he was removed 
by seas and lands from such n formidable adversary. Their mutual de- 
signs or declarations of offensive war evaporated without effect ; but 
instead of opening a door to the conquest of Europe, Spain was dis- 
eevered from the trunk of the monarchy, engaged in perpetual hostility 
with the east, and inclined to peace and friendship with the Christian 
sovereigns of (yonstautijiojdo and France. The example of the Onimi- 
ades was imitatcrl by the real or fictitious progeny of All, the Edrissites 
of Mauritania, and the more powerful Fatimites of Africa and Egypt. 
In the tenth century, the chan* of Mahomet was disputed by three 
caliphs or commanders of tho faithful, who reigned at Bagdad, Cuiroan, 
and Cordova, excommunicated each other, and agreed only in a princi- 
ple of discord, that a sectary is more odious a;id criminal than an iin- 
t>elicver.(5^) 

Meci'a was the patrimony of tlie line of Ilashem, yet the Abbeassides 
were never tempted to loside either in the birth-place or the city of the 
prophet. Damascus was disgraced by the choice, and polluted with the 
Jilood, of the Ommiades ; and after some hesitation, Almansor, the 
brotiier and successor of l^affaJi, laid the foundations of Bagdad,(j) the 
imperial seat of his prosperity during a reign of five hundred years.(4-) 
The chosen spot is on the eastern bank of the Tigris, about fifteen 
miles above the ruiiiis of Alodain : the double wall was of a circular 
form ; and such was the rapid increase of a capital, now dwindled to a 


(1) For the revolution of Spam, conniilt ftoderic of Toledo, {t. 18. p. .'^4, Ac ) the nihli<i> 
ibeca Ar<<hico Ui(S;«(iia, .(loiii. ii. p. 30 198 ) and Cafdonne. fHiAt. dc PAfriquo et tie 
I’bMpaRiie, tom 1 p. 180—197.205 272. 323, &c ) 

(2) I shnU not Slop to refine the slrHii^e errors and fiiicies of sir WfUtam Temple Chis 
works, vol, ill p. 371—374 odtavo edilioiij and Voltaire (Histoire Ueiierak, c 2S tom li p. 
124, 125 edition do lauii<iiiiiti,), conceriiiiis the division of the Saracen einpiie The iiii>- 
tirtkes of Voltaire pioceeded ttoiu the want of ktiowle<t^ oj reflection , hut eir Witinun h.is 
deceived hy a Spanish impostor, uho liaa fiaincd an apocryphal history of the conquest of 
Spam by the Arabs. 

(3) The geogtapher d'Aiiville, (1‘Pttphrate et le ligre, p. 121-123) and the orieiit«ilist 
d'Herhelot, (Uihliotheque, p 167, IWi ) may siiilice for the knowledge of haudad Our tra- 
vellers, Pietro della Vatle, (tom i. p. 6S«-69rt.) T'avcriiier, (tom. i p. 230—238 ) Thevenot, 
(part li. p. 209—212.) Oiler, (tom i« p. i62-l(>a ) and Nletmhr, (Voyage en Aialne, l<iin ii. 

f i. 239 -271 ) have secMi only its decay ; and tlie Nubian geogiapher, (p. 204 ) and the travel- 
ing Jew, Iteiuainin of Tiidela, (Itiiierariuiii, p. 112—123 ) .iioii-.t I't-mpereui, apud li/evir, 
1633 J are the only writers of iiiy acqnaiutaiice who have known Bagdad nudir the reign of 
the Abhas&ides. 

( 4 ) The foundations of Bagdad were laid A. II. 145, A. D. 762. Mostasem, the last of the 
Abbassides, was taken and put to death by the laruis, A. M. 636, A. 1). 12.38, the 2(Uhof 
Febuiary. 
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provincial town, that the funeral of a popular aaint might be attende^l 
ny eight hundred tliousand men and sixty thousand woinen of Bagdad 
and the adjacent viUages. In this cUy of peace,{l) amidst the riches 
of the east, the Abbassides soon disdainea the abstinence and frugality 
of the first caliphs^ and aspired to emulate the magnificence of the Per- 
sian kings. After his wars and buildings Almansor left behind him in 
gold and silver about thirty millions sterling ;(2) and this treasure was 
exhausted in a few years by the vices or virtues of his children. His son 
Maliadi, in a single pilgrimage to Mecca, expended six millions of dinars 
of gold. A pious and charitable motive may sanctify the foundation of 
cisterns and caravanseras, which he distributed along a measured road 
of seven hundred miles ; but his train of camels, laden with snow, could 
serve only to astonish the natives of Arabia, and to refresh the fruits 
and liquors of the royal banquet.(3) The courtiers would surely praise 
the liberality of his grandson Almamon, who gave away four-nfths of 
the income of a province, a sum of two millions four hundred thousand 
gold dinars, before he drew his foot from the stirrup. At the nuptials 
of the same prince, a thousand pearls of the largest size were showered 
on the head of the bride,(4) and a lottery of lands and houses displayed! 
the capricious bounty of fortune. The glories of the court were bright- 
ened rather than impaired in the decline of the empire ; .and a Greek 
ambassador might aamire or pity the magnificeiicc of the feeble Mocta- 
der. The caliph’s whole army,” says the historian Abulfeda, both 
horse and foot, was under arms, which together made a body of one 
hundred and sixty thousand men> His state-officers, the mvourite 
'' slaves, stood near him in splendid apparel, their belts glittering with 
gold and gems. Near them were seven thousand eunuchs, four thou- 
sand of them white, the remainder black. The porters or door-keepers 
" were in number seven hundred. Barges and boats, with the most 
supurb decorations, were seen swimming upon the Tigris. Nor was the 
palace itself less splendid, in which were hung up thirty-eight thou- 
" sand pieces of tapestry, twelve thousand five hundred of which wei-e 
of silk embroidered with gold. The carpets on the floor were twenty- 
“ two thousand. A hundred hons were bixuight out, with a keeper to 
each liori.(.5) Among the other spectacles of rare and stupendous 
luxury, was a tree of gold and silver spreading into eighteen largo 
branches, on which, and on the lesser bouglis, sat a variety of binls. 
made of the same jutcious metals, its well as the leaves of the tree. 
While the macliiiicry affected spontaneous motions, the several birds 
warbled their natural harmony. Through this scene of magnificence, 
the Greek ambassador was led by the vizier to the foot of the caliph’s 
throne.”(6) In the west, the Ommiadesof Spain supported, with equal 

(1) Medliiat al Oar nl Salem. Urbs parU, or, as is more neatly compounded by the 

Byzantine writcis, htptjvtiroAif: (iienopolis) Theie is some dispute concern iiig tJjc 

of Bagdad, blit the first syllable is allowed to signify a garden in th' Persian tongue, the 
garden of Dad, a Chnstiaii hertini, whose cell bad lieen the only liahitatioii on the spot. 

(2) Reliquit in serai m sexceuties iiiiihcs iiiillc stateres, et qtiatei et vicies millies mille 
fiureos aureos. Eimariii, liist. Sararen. p 126. 1 have reckoned the gold pieces at ei^bt 
shillings, and the |iropuriioii to the silver as tweOe to one But 1 will pevei answer for the 
ijunibcrs of Erpeiiiiis , and the Latins are scarcely above the savages in the language of 
aiithmetic. 

(5) [VHerhelot, p 530 Jlbnlfeda, p 154. Nivem Meccam apportavlt, rein ibi aut nun- 
qiiam aut rarissiine viaani. 

(4) Abulfeda, p. J84, 1H9 describes the splendour and liberality of Almeraon. Milton has 
alluded to this oriental custom ' 

-“tir where the gorgeous east, with richest hand. 

Showers on her kings Barbaric pearls and gold 
I have used the modern word lottery^ to express the ntlsrifin of the Koman emperors, 
which eutitie to some prize the person who caught them, as they were thrown among the 
trowel. 

(SI) When Bell of Antermony (Travels, vol. i. p, 99.) accompanied the Russian ambassador 
to the audience of the unfortunate Shah Hussein ul l‘e(8ia, two lious were iiitioduceU, to de. 
note the power of the king over the Aercest aiiiitials. 

(6) Abulfeda, p. 237. d'HerbeInt. p. 509. This embassy was received at Bagdad, A 11. 
SOS, A D. 917. In the passage of Abulfeda, I have used, with some variations, the English 
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bomp^ the title of commander of the faithful. Three miles from Cor- 
aova, in honour of his favourite sultana, the third and greatest of the 
Abdalrahmans constructed the city, p^ace, and gardens, of Zehra. 
Twenty •five years, and above three millions sterling, were employed by 
the founder ; his liberal taste invited the artists oi Constantinople, the 
most skilful sculptors and architects of the age ; and the Wildings were 
sustained or adorned by twelve hundred columns of Spanish and Afri- 
can, of Greek and Italian marble. The hall of audience was incrusted 
with gold and pearls, and a great basin in the centre was surrounded 
with the curious and costly figures of birds and quadrupeds. In a lofty 
pavilion of the gardens, one of these basins and fountains, so delightful 
in a sultry climate, was replenished, not with water, but with the purest 
quicksilver. The seraglio of Abdalrahman, his wives, concubines, and 
black eunuchs, amounted to six thousand three hundred persons ; and 
he was attended to the field by a guard of twelve thousand horse, whose 
belts and scimitars were studded with gold.(l) 

In a private condition, our desires are perpetually repressed by po- 
verty and subordination ; but the lives ana labours of millions are de- 
voted to the service of a despotic prince, whose laws are blindly obeyed, 
and whose wishes are instantly gratified. Our imagination is dazzled 
by the splendid picture ; and whatever may be the cool dictates of req- 
fion, there are few among us who would obstinately refuse a trial of the 
comforts and the cares of royalty. It may therefore be of some use to 
borrow the experience of the same Abdalrahman, whose magnificence 
has perhaps excited our admiration and envy, and to transcribe an au- 
thentic memorial which was found in the closet of the deceased caliph. 
** I have now reigned above fifty years in victory or peace; beloved by 
my subjects, dreaded by my enemies, and respected by my allies. 
Riches and honours, power and pleasure, have waited on my call, 
nor does any earthly blessing appear to have been wanting to niy fe- 
" licity. In this situation I liave diligently numbered the days of pure 
and genuine happiness which have fallen to my lot : they amount to 
fourteen : — O man ! place not thy confidence in this present world 
The luxury of the caliphs, so useless to their private happiness, relaxed 
the nerves, and terminated the progress, of the Arabian empire. Tem- 
poral and spiritual conquests had been the sole occupation of the first 
successors of Mahomet ; and after supplying themsmves with the ne-» 
cessaries of life, the \vhole revenue was scrupulously devoted to that sa- 
lutary work. The Abhassides were impoverished by the multitude of 
their wants, iirid their contempt of economy. Instead of pursuing the 
great object of ambition, their leisure, their affections, the powers of 
tlieir misid, were diverted hy pomp and pleasure ; the rewards of valour 
were embezzled hy women and eunuchs, and the royal camp was encum- 
bered by tlie luxury of tlie jial.ice. A similar temper was diffused 
among the subjects of the caliph. Their stern enthusiasm was softened 
hy time and prosperity : they sought riches in the occupations of indus- 
tiT, fame in the pursuits of literature, and happiness in the tranquillity 
of domestic life \V^ar was no longer the passion of tlie Saracens ; and 

the increase of pay, the repetition of donatn es, were insufficient to al- 
lure the posterity of those voluntary champions w'ho had crowded to 

trflnslation of ilic learned «nd aiuMble Mr. Hsu ns »f Salisbury (Philological Inquiries, p. 363, 

(1^ Cardoiiiie Histoire de rAfiique et de I’Espamie, tom i p 330-.336 A just idea of the 
taste .ind arc hUt'Oture of the AiabUits of Spam, may be eoncetved from the description and 
plates of the Alhauibiaof Oreiiads (Swmburiie s travels, p 171—188 ). 

Cdrdoime, tom i. p 3^, 330 1 his confession, the coiiiplaints of Soumioti of the va- 

iiiiy of this win Id (read Prior’s verbose but eloquent poem), and lb.- happy ten days of the 
emperor Seghed (Rdiiibkr, no 204, 205 }, will be triiiinphaiitly quoted by the detractors <»f 
huniati life. I'lieir expectations are commonly immoderate ; their estimates are seldom 
impartial If I may speak of myself (the only person of whom I can speak with rerfaiiiiy), 
rwy happy bonis have l.ir exceeded, dud far exceed, the scanty niiinbers of the taltpli of 
Spam , and I shall not scruple to add, that many of them aic due to the pleasing laboiu of 
the present toiriposUioii. 
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the standard of Abubeker and Omar for the hopes of spoil and of 
paradise. 

Under the reign of the Ommiades^ the studies of the Moslems were 
confined to the interpretation of the Koranj and the eloquence and 
poetry of their native tongue. A people contmually exposed to the 
dangers of the field must esteem the healing powers of medicine, or 
rather of surgery ; but the starving physicians of Arabia murmured a 
complaint, that exercise and temperance deprived tliem of the greatest, 
part of their practice.(l) After their civil and domestic wars, the sub- 
jects of the Abbassides, awakening from this mental lethargy, found 
leisure, and felt curiosity, for the acquisition of pi-ofanescience. This spirit 
was first encouraged by the caliph Almansor, who, besides his knowledge 
of the Mahometan law, had applied himself with success to the study of 
astronomy. But when the sceptre devolved to Almamon, the seventh ot the 
Abbassides, he completed the designs of his grandfather, and invited the 
Muses from their ancient seats. His ambassadors at Constantinople, his 
agents in Armenia, Syria and Egypt, collected the volumes of Grecian sci- 
ence: at his command they were translated by the most skilful interpre- 
ters into the Arabic language ; his subjects were exhorted assiduously to 
peruse these instructive writings ; and the successor of Mahomet as- 
sisted witii pleasure and modesty at the assemblies and disputations of 
the learned. He was not ignorant (says Abulpharagius) that they are 

tiie elect of God, his best and most useful servants, whose lives are 
devoted to the improvement of their rational faculties. The mean 
ambition of the Cninese or the Turks may glory in the industry of 
their hands, or the indulgence of their brutal appetites. Yet these 
dexterous ai*tists must view, with hopeless emulation, the hexagons 
and pyramids of the cells of a bee-hive :(2) these fortitudinous heroes 
are awed by the superior fierceness of the lions and tigers; and in 
their amorous enjoyments, they are much inferior to the vigour of the 
grossest, and most sordid quadrupeds. The teachers of wisdom are 
the true luminaries and legislators of a world, which, without their 
" aid, would again sink in ignorance and barbarism.'*(3) The zeal 
and curiosity of Almamon were imitated by succeeding princes of the 
line of Abbas: their rivals, the Fatinutes of Africa and the Ommuidcs 
of Spain, were the patrons of the learned, as well as tiie commanders of 
(he faitliful : the same royal prerogative was claimed by their indepen- 
dent emirs of the provinces ; and their emulation diffused the taste and 
the rewards of science from Sitmarcand and Bochara to Fez and Cor- 
dova. The vizier of a sultan consecrated a sum of two hundred thou- 
sand pieces of gold to the foundation of a college at Bagdad, which he 
endowed with an annual revenue of fifteen thousand dinars. The fruits 
of instruction were «>mmunicated, perhaps at different limes, to six 
thousand disciples of every degree, from the son of the noble to of 
the mechanic: a sufficient allowance was provided for the indigent 
scholars ; and the merit or industry of the professors was rep;ud with 


(l) The GuMotan (p 289 ) relatn the eonversatlAii of Mahomet and a physician (Epistol. 
fieiiaudnt. Ill FahriciitSp Bihllot. Grccc loin. i. p 815.). Ihe prophet liimaelf was skilled in 
the art of medicine; and Ga(iiler (Vie de Mahomet, tom. iii. p. 391—405 ) has Kiveii an ex- 
trart of the aphorisms which are extant iimier his name 

(3) See then curious architecture in Reaiiinar. (Hist, des Insects, torn. v. Meiiioire 8.) 
These hexanoNs are closed hy a pyramid | the angles of tite three siiios of a similar p>iaiiild 
aiicb as would accoiiiplisii the given end with ihe smallest quantity possible of materiats, were 
determined by a mathematician, at one hundred and nine degrees twenty'Six niinnifs for the 
larger, seventy degrees thirty tour inluntes for the smaller. The actual meas'tre is one hundred 
and nine degrees twent) eight minutes, seventy degrees thirty two minutes. Yet this perfect 
harmony raises the work at the expense ot the artist ; the bees are not masters of tiaiisccn 
d,intgeotnetty 

(.3) Saed him Ahmed, cadhiof Toledo, who died A. H. 4G3, A. D 10G9, has furnished Alnil> 
pharagiiis (liyiiast. p. 160,) with this curious passage, as well as with the text of Pocock's 
apecimun Hbiorids Arabiim. A uumiier of literary anecdotes of philos«>pheis, physicirins, ikr. 
who have llouiished under each caliph, form the principal merit of the dynasties of Abut 
pbdiagiua. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. m 

adequate etipends. In every city the productions of Arabic literature 
were copied and collected by the cunosity of the studious^ and the 
vanity of the rich. A private doctor refused the invitation of the sul- 
tan of Bochara, because the earring of his books would have required 
four hundred camels. The royal library of the Fatimites consisted of 
one hundred thousand manuscripts^ ele^ntly transcribed and splendid- 
ly boitndj which were lent> without jealousy or avarice^ to the students 
of Cairo* Yet this collection must appear moderate^ if we can ^lieve 
that the Omniiades of Spain had formed a library of six hundred them- 
sand volumes, forty-four of which were employed in the mere cat^ogue. 
Their capital, Cordova, with the adjacent towns of Malaga, Almeria, 
and Murcia, had e^ven birth to more than three hundred writers, and 
above seventy public libraries were opened in the cities of the Andalu- 
sian kingdom. The age of Arabian learning continued about five hun- 
dred years, till the great irruption of the Moguls, and was coeval with 
the darkest and most slothful period of European annals ; but since the 
sun of science has arisen in tne west, it slioiud seem that the orientfil 
studies have languished and deciined.(l) 

In the libraries of the Arabians, as in those of Europe, the far greater 
part of the innUmerablo volumes were possessed only of local value or 
imaginary merit.(3) The shelves were crowded with orators and poets, 
whose style was imapted to the taste and manners of their countrymen : 
with general and partial histories, which each revolving generation sup- 
plied with a new harvest of persons and events ; with codes and commen- 
taries of jurisprudence, which derived their authority from the law of fhe 
prophet ; with the interpreters of the Koran, and orthodox tradition ; 
and with the whole theolo^cal tribe, polemics, mystics, scholastics, and 
moralists, the first or the last of writers, according to the different es- 
timate, of sceptics or believers. The works of speculation or science 
may be reduced to the four classes of philosophy, mathematics, astro- 
nomy, and physic. The sages of Greece were translated and illustrated 
in the Arabic language, and some treatises, now lost in the original, have 
been recovered in the versions of the eastX‘l) which possessed and studi- 
ed the writings of Aristotle and Plato, of Euclid and Apollonius, of 
Ptolemy, Hippocrates, and Galen.(4) Among the ideal systems, which 
have varied with the fashion of the times, the Arabians adopted the 
philosophy of the Stagirite, alike intelligible or {dike obscure for the 
readers or every .age. Plato wrote for the Athenians, and his allegorical 
genius is too closely blended with the language and religion of (jlreece. 
After the fall of that religion, the Peripatetics, emerging from their ob- 
scurity, prevailed in the controveri^ies of the oriental sects, and their 
founder was long afterward restored by the Mahometans of Spain to the 
Latin sdioois.(5) The pliysics, both of the Academy and the Lyeseum, as 


(1) The<e literary ancedAtes are borrowed from the Dibtlotlieca Arabiro-Hhpana, (tom. II. 
p. .Vi 71. '•tOl, ttOi.) 1^0 Africanus, (dc Arab Medici:! et eiiilosoptiis, in labric Utbliof. 

totn. Mil p i»iilif iiUrly 271 ) and lleiiapdot, (Hot. Painarch. Alex. p. 274, 

27.> W(>, 537 ) beside-i ilie cliroiiolo|>ical remarks of AbulpUarattius. 

(^) I lie Atabir aitalogne of ibe I* ftCMn.il mil givea ^ii>.t idea of tlie proportion of the daft- 
lies In the library of Cairo, the M.sS of Ufttmnomy and medicine amoiinred to six thousand 
live hundred, with two fair globes, the one ul biass, the other of silver. (Bibllol Arab. Uisp. 
tom I p 417.) 

(.3) As for instance, the finb, sixth, and seventh bonks (the eighth is still wanting) of the 
Conic .^tectlona of Apollottitis I’torgieus. winch were printed from the Florence MbS. IStil. 
(Pabrie. tslhUr»t. cr.ee. tom. ti. p 5 J9 ) Yet the (Uth hook bad been previously restored by 
the iiiatlicmHllcat divination of Viviani. (See liia etoge in Foritenelln, tom v. p. dre ) 

(4) The merit of ibese Arabic versions is freely discussed by Keiinndot, (Fabric. BibMot. 

Grnfc tom. i- p. 612 8H5 ) and pioiisty defended by Gasira. (tiibtiut. Arab Hispana, tmn. 1. 
p. 298—240.) Most of the versions, of Plato, Aristotle, Hippocrates, Galen, &c. are ascribed 
to Honain, a physician of the Nestorian sect, who ttoiirishcd at Dagdad in the court of the 
udiphs, and died A. D. H76. He was at the head of .i school or rrMunfactory ol tianslstions, 
and the works of bis sons and disciples were published under his name, bee Abulbharaglns, 
f Hynaxl. p. 88 IW. 171.— 174. and Apiid Asseniaii, nibliot Orient, tom. il p. 438 ) d Hertetot, 
(lUbliot. Orientate, p 456 ) Assemaii, (Bibliot. Oileiii. tom. hi p. 164 ) and Casin, (hibUot. 
A»ah. Hispana, tom. i. p 238, Ac. 251 26G— 2‘*0. 302. .KH, Ac ) . 

(5) bee Uuslieiui, lustitut. Hist. Eccles p 181. 214. 236, 237. 315. 338. 396, 438, Ac. 
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they are built, not on o])servation, but on nr^iment, have retarded the 
pro^rress of real knowledge. The metaphysics of infinite, or finite 
fij>irjt, have too often been enlisted in the sei*vice of superstition. But 
the human faculties are fortified by the art and practice of dialectics ; 
the ten predicaments of Aristotle ccdlect and methodize our ideas,(l) 
and his syllogism is the keenest weapon of dispute. It was dejcterously 
wielded in the schools of the Saracens, but as it is more effectual for the 
detection of error than for the investigation of truth, it is not surpris- 
ing that new generations of masters and disciples should stUl revolve in 
the same circle (»f logical argument. The mathematics are distin- 
guished by a peculiar privilege, that, in the course of ages^ they may 
always advance, and can never recede. But the ancient geometry, if 
I am not misinformed, was resumed in the same state by the Italians of 
the fifteenth century; and whatever may be the origin of the name, the 
science of algebra is ascribed to the Grecian Diophantus by the modest 
testimony of the Arabs theinselves.(2) They cultivated with more 
success the sublime sicence of astronomy, which elevates the mind of 
man to disdain his diminutive planet and momentary existence. The 
costly instruments of obsei vation were supplied by the caliph Alma- 
nion, and the land of tht' Chaldeans still afforded the same spacious 
level, the Sctnie unclouded horizon. In the plains of Sinaar, and a second 
time in tliose of Cufa, his matliematicians accurately measured a degree 
of the great circle of the earth, and dc'termined at twenty-four thou- 
sand rnues the entire circumference of our globe.(3) From the reign 
of tlie Ahbas‘^idos to that of the grandchildren of Tamerlane, the stars, 
without the aid (»f glasses, were diligently observed ; and the astrono- 
nomicrtl table«;(4>) of Biigdad, Spain, and Samarcand, correct some mi- 
nute errors, without daring to renounce the hipothesis of Ptolemy, with- 
out advancing a step towards the discovery of the solar system. In the 
eastern courts, the truths of science could he recommended only by 
ignorance and folly, and the astronomer would have been disregarded, 
had he not debased his wisdom or honesty by the vain predictions of as- 
tn)logy;(5j But in the science of medicine, the Arabians have been 
deser\ edly applauded. The names of Me.^ua and Geber, of Razis and 
Avicenna, are ranked with the Grecian masters: in the city of Bagdad, 
eight hundred and sixty physicians were licensed to exercise tlieir lu- 
crative profession :(6) hi Spain, the life of the Catholic princes was 
intrusted to the skill of the Saraceiis,(7) and the school of Salerno, with 
their legitimate offspring revived in Italy and Europe the precepts of 
the healing art.(8) The success of each professor must have been in- 


(1) The most clegntil cominciitnrr oii the Catcsrorien or PiedicamenM of inav he 

ftMiiid in tile Ciilioiophitat Aii-angeiiicuts ot Mr James Hams (LoutUni, 177^. m ociuvo,) who 
lahoiircd t» revive the btiidi s ot (;ret'nu hteuitiiie .m<l plultMophy 

( 2 ) Ahiilpharaaius, Dynist p K1 222 , lUhliot. Aoib Hiw Uoii. 0 >,.570, 57i. fn , eni 

(says the piiiiMle •>! the Jdtohues} si imiitisorit «e letior, oteamim ho« in gentre {/dfiebrny 
iiiveiiiet The time ot Dinplisiiitus ot JMevuiidria is iinkiiown, but hi» six books are Mill 
extant, and have liecii illiii>tratfd by the Greek rhiiiudes and the FicncliniAii Menri.ic (1 ahiir, 
Bihhot tom. IV p. 12 — 15.) 

(3; Abiiifeda (Anna) Moslem p. ?10, 311. vers. Keiske) describes Ibis ofieratjoii according 
to Ihii ubaleLan, and tlie best histoiuns. This degiee most accitiatelv couiaius two iinndred 
thousand loyal or Hiwlniiiile ciiltUs, wliitii Arabia bad derived fruni the ^aL red and legal 
practice both of Palestine anti F.g>pc. This ancient cubit is lepeated four iMtidred times in 
each basis of the great p>raiTiid, uuil seems to indicate the pritnilive and universal measures 
of the east. '<^ce the Melrolugie of the labmlous M Paiictoii, p 101-105. 

(4) .See the AatronouiicaJ fables of l/lagb begh, with the preface oi Dr, Hyde, fii the first 
volume ot futi Syntagma liissoitationimi, Ovon. 17^ 

{5) the truth of astrology was allouei) by Albiiniazar, and the best of the Arabian astrotio. 
iners, who diew their iintst certain picdictioiis, not from Venus and klcrcurx, but from JnpU 
ter and tbe snii. (Abnlpbarag. Dviiast p. 161—163.) For 4he state and science of the Persian 
astronomers, see Chardin (Voyages en Perse, lorn. In. p 1^—205) 

(6) Bibllot Anihiro-llibpaiia, torn. i. p 450. ibe original relates a pleasant tale, of an 
i^tnorant hut lianitless pi.u tuioner. 

(7) ill the year O'K), .sancho the Fat, king of Leou was cured by tbe physicians of Cordova. 
(Mariana, lib vin. c 7 tom i p. 318 ) 

(A) The school of Saleiuo, aud tbe iiilruduclion of tbe Arabian sciencca into Italy, aie dis- 
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fluenced bj^ personal and accidental causes ; but we may form a less 
faenciful estimate of their general knowledge of anatomy/ 1) botaJ3y,(2) 
and chemistry>(3) the threefold basis of their Aeory ana practice. A 
superstitious reverence for the dead confined both the Greeks and the 
Arabians to the dissection of apes and quadrupeds; the more solid and 
visible parts were known in the time of Galen, and the finer scrutiny 
of the human frame was reserved for the microscope and the injections 
of modern artists. Botanjr is an active science, and the discoveries of 
the torrid zone might enrich the herbal of Dioscorides with two thou* 
sand plants. Some traditionary knowledge mig^ht be secreted in the 
temples ancb monasteries of Egypt ; much useftil experience had been 
acquired in the practice of arts and manufactures ; but the science of 
chemist^ owes its origin and improvement to the industry of the Sara- 
cens. They first invented and named the alembic for the purposes of 
distillation, analyzed the substances of the three kingdoms of naturCj 
tried the distinction and affinities of alkalis and acids, and converted the 
poisonous minerals into soft and salutary medicines. Rut the most eager 
search of Arabian chemistry was the transmutation of metals, and the elixir 
of immortal health : the reason and the fortunes of thousands were ova^ 
porated in the crucibles of alchymy, and the consummation of the great 
work was promoted by the worthy aid of mystery, fable, and superstition. 

But the Moslems deprived themselves of the principal benefits of a 
familiar intercourse with Greece and Rome, the knowledge of antiquity, 
the purity of taste, and the freedom of thought. Confident in the 
riches of their native tongue, the Arabians disdained the study of any 
foreign idiom. The Greek interpreters were chosen among their Chris- 
tian subjects; they formed the translations, sometimes on the original 
text, more fi*equently perhaps on a Syriac version ; and in the crowd of 
astronomers and physicians, there is no example of a poet, an orator, 
or even an historian, being taught to speak the language of the Sara- 
cens, (4) The mythology of Homer would have provoked the abhor- 
rence of those stern fanatics ; tliey possessed in lazy ignorance the co- 
l(»nies of the Macedonians, and tlie provinces of Carthage and Home ; 
the heroes of Plutarch and Livy were buried in oblivion ; and the his- 
tory of the world before Mahomet was reduced to a short legend of the 
patriarchs, the prophets, and the Persian kings. Our education in the 
(ireek and Latin schools may have fixed in our minds a standard of ex- 
clusive taste ; and I am not forward to condemn the literature and judg- 
ments of nations, of whose Itingimge I am ignorant. Yet 1 know that 
the classics have much to tem^h, and I believe that the orientals have 
much to learn; tlie temperate dignity of style, the graceful proportions 
of art, the forms of visible .ind intellectual beauty, the just delineation 
of character and passion, the rhtdorie of narratn e and argument, the 
regular fabric of epic and drairwitic poetry .(^5) I'he influence of truth 


ciisscd with leaitiingand Judgment by Mnratori (Antiqiiifat ItaltJ! Medii tom in. p. 

.Hid (iiaiitioiie (Utoiu tivili di Napoli, lorn. ii. o 119 — i'27 ) 

O) bee a good view o! Uie pioqrm of nnaloniv in VV(nt“». (Hetteciions on ancient and 
modern Learning p. 208— S/id ) ilia reputation lub been iiiiworthiiy depreiiated by the witi 
III the coiitioversy uf boyle and neiiiley. 

(2) Bibhot Arab IJidpaiia, tom i. p 275. AI Bcitliar of Malaga, tbcir greatest botanist, 
had travelkd mo* Afiica, Peisia, and India. 

(5) f)r. Waibori (fcleinents of Clit'iiMstry, vol. i p. 17 Ac) allows ihe oi laiuttl merit of 
the Arabiiiita. Yet he quotes the modest confession of the fatnoiis (jeber of the ninth <en- 
tiiry, (d'Hcrbelot, p 517) that he had drawn most of his science, perhaps of the tiaiisimi' 
tatioii of metals, from the ancient sages U liaiever might bt> tiu* origin or eMenC o( their 
knowledge, the arts of chemistry and aldiyniy appear co have (leeii k town in I'gypt at least 
three hundred years before Mahomet. (Uottni’s Uenectioiis, p. 121—155 l*auw, Kctlieichcs 
fiir les Egypliens et Ics Chinois, tom. i. p, 376—429.) 

(4) Abtilpbaragins (Dynast p. 26 148 ) mfiitioiis a Si/}tac veif-ioii of Homer h two poems, 
by Tbeophiliis, a CInistian Maroniic ot niouiit 1 iImdiis, who professed astronomy at Hoba or 
kdessa, towards the end of the eighth ceniiny. His work would be a lltcniri riiriosiiy I have 
read somewhere, but I do not believe, that Plutarch’s l>ives weie traiishited into Turkish for 
the use of (tialioniet the .Second 

(.4) 1 have perused with tiiueb picasurc, sir Willlaiii Jones’s Latin CotnmenUry ou Astatic^ 
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and reason is of a less ambiguous complexion. The philosophers of Athens 
and Rome enjoyed the h^essings and asserted the rights^ of civil and 
religious freedom. Their moru and political writings might have gra* 
duaOly unlocked the fetters of eastern despotism^ diffused a literal 
spirit of inquiry and toleration^ and encouraged the Arabian sages to 
suspect that their caliph ivas a tyrant and their prophet an impostor.(l) 
The instinct of superstition was alarmed hy the introduction even of 
the abstract sciences ; and the more rigid doctors of the law condemned 
the rash and pernicious curiosity of Almamon.(9) To the thirst of mar- 
tyrdom> the vision of paradise^ and the belief of predestination^ we must 
ascribe the invincible enthusiasm of the prince and people# And the 
sword of the Saracens became less formidable^ when their youth was drawn 
away from the camp to the college^ when the armies of the faithAil pre- 
sumed to read and to reflect. Yet the foolish vanity of the Greeks was 
j^lous of their studies^ and reluctantly imparted tne sacred fire to the 
Barbarians of the ea8t.(3) 

In the bloody conflict of the Ommiades and Abbassides^ the Greeks 
had stolen the oppc rtunity of avenging their wrongs, and enlarging 
their limits. But a severe retribution was enacted by Mohadi, the 
third calijih of the new dynasty, who seised in his turn the favourable 
opportunity, while a woman and a child, Irene and Constantine, were 
seated on the Byzantine throne. An army of ninety-five thousand 
Persians and Arabs was sent from the Tigris to the Thracian Bosphorus, 
under the command of Harun,(1<) or Aaron, the second son of the com-i 
rounder of the faithful. His encampment on the opposite heights of 
Chrysopolis or Scutari, informed Irene, in her palace of Constantinople, 
of the loss of her troops and provinces. With the consent or connivance 
of their sovereign, her ministers subscribed an ignominious peace ; and 
the exchange of some royal gifts could not disguise the annual tribute 
of seventy thousand dinars of gold, which was imposed on the Roman 
empire. The Saracens had too rashly advanced into the midst of a dis- 
tant and hostile land : their retreat was solicited by the promise of 
faithful guides and plentiful markets ; and not a Greek had courage to 
whisper, that their weary forces might be surrounded and destroyed in 
their necessary passage between a slippery mountain and the river San- 
garius. Five years after this expedition, Harun ascended the throne 
of his father, and his elder brother ; the most powerful and vigorous 
monarch of his race illustrious in the west, as the ally of Charlemagne, 
and familiar to the most childless readers, as the perpetual hero of the 
Arabian Tales. His title to the name of jRasAid (the Just) is sullied 
hy the extirpation of the generous, perhaps the innocent, Barmecides ; 
yet he ctmld listen to the complaint of a poor widow who hiid been pil- 
laged by his troops, and who dared, in a passage of the Koran, to 
threaten the inattentive despot with the judgment of God and posterity. 
His court was adorned with luxury and science ; but in a reign of threc- 
and-twen^ years, Harun reputedly visited his provinces from Cho- 
rasan to Egypt ; nine times he performed the pilgrimage of Mecca ; 

roeiry (Londoiip 1771, In octavo.) which was composed in the youth of that wonderful lin 
Ruist At present. In tl;« maturity of bis taste and judgment, be would perhaps abate of the 
fervent, and even partial, praise which he has liestowed on the orientals 
(1) Among the Arabian philosophers, Averroes has been accused of despising the religion 
of tije Jews, the Christians, and the Maboiiietafis (See hu article In hayle's Dictionary ) &icb 
of these sects wonld agree,' that in two instances out of thi«.‘c, his coiiiempt was reasonable. 

(t) fi'Herbelot, BibUotheriue Orleiiiale, p. MG, 

Oeo^XoT aToiroif tCffttrar rtjif vwr oirrtau yi'OKrrv, 6t to yeitot 0ovfia(£Tat 

fK^uToif troititret Tutf &c. {'e<lreiiii3, p dl8, who relates how iiutiifuily the emperor 

refused a mathematician to the instances and offers of the caliph Alniatiion This nbsiird 
scruple is expressed almost in the same words hy the contiuuator of Tbeophancs (benptores 
post Iheophanem, p 118.). 

(4) bee the reign and characirr of Karim al Kashid, in the DibUotbeque Orientak, p. 4.71 
433. under Ills proper title; and iii the relative articles to winch M d llerhelot lefeis That 
learned collector lias shewn much taste in stripping the oiieutalcbiouiclesol* then instructive 
mid amusing auccdutes. 
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eight times he invaded the territories of the Romans ; and as often as 
they declined the payment of the tribute^ they were taught to feel that 
a month of depredation was more costly than a year of submission. But 
when the unnatural mother of Constantine was deposed and banished, 
her successor Nicephorus resolved to obliterate this badge of servitude 
and disgrace. The epistle of the emperor to the caliph was pointed with 
an allusion to the game of chess, which had already spread from Persia 
to Greece. The queen/' he spoke of Irene, considered you as a 
rook and herself a pawn. That pusillanimous female submitted to 
** pay a tribute, the double of ni^hich she ought to have exacted from the 
** Barbarians. Restore therefore the fruits of your injustice, or abide 
the determination of the sword." At these words the ambassadors 
cast a bundle of swords before the foot of the throne. The caliph smiled 
at the menace, and drawing his scimit«ar, samsamah, a weapon of 
historic or fabulous renown, he cut asunder the feeble arms of the 
Greeks, without turning the edge, or endangering the temper of his 
blade. He then dictated an epistle of tremendous brevity : In the 
name of the most merciful God, Harun al Rashid, commander of the 
faithful, to Nicephorus, the Roman dog. I have read thy letter, O 
" thou son of an unbelieving mother. Thou shalt not hear, thou shalt 
behold my reply.” It was written in characters of blood and fire on 
the pbuna of Phrygia, and the warlike celerity of the Arabs could only 
be checked by the arts of deceit and the show of repentance. The tri« 
iimphant caliph retired, after the fatigues of the campaign, to his fa- 
vourite palace of Racca on the Euphrates :(1) but the distance of five 
hundred miles, and the inclemency of the season, encouraged his adver- 
sary to violate the peace. Nicephoru^j was astonished by the bold and 
rapid march of the commander of the faithful, ivho repassed, in the 
depth of winter, the snows of mount Taurus : his stratagems of policy 
find war were exhausted ; and tiie perfidious Greek escaped with three 
wounds from a field of battle overspread with forty thousand of his sub- 
jects. Yet the emperor was ashamed of submission, and the caliph was 
resolved on victory. One hundred and thirty-five thousand regular 
soldiers received pay, and werednscribed in the military roll ; and above 
three hundred thousand persons of every denomination marched under 
the black standard of the Abbassides. They dwept the surface of Astfi 
Minor far beyond Tyana and Ancyra, ana invested the Pontic He- 
raclea,(2) once a fiourishing state, now a paltry town ; at that time 
capable of sustaining in her antique walls a month's siege against the 
forces of the east. The ruin was complete, the spoil was ample ; but if 
Haruii had been conversant with Grecian story, he wouldhave regretted 
the statue of Hercules, whose attributes, the club, the bow, the quiver, 
arid the lion's bide, were sculptured in massy gold. The progress of 
desolation by sea and land, from the Euxine to the isle of Cyprus, com- 
pelled the emperor Nicephorus to retract his haughty defiance. I u the 
new treaty the ruins of Heruclea were left for ever as a lesson fin<1 a 
trophy ; and the coin of the tribute was marked with the imf^e and su- 
perscription of Harun and bis three sons.(3) Yet this plurality of lords 
might contribute to remove the dishonour of the Roman name. 
the death of their father, the heirs of the criliph were involved in civil 

(0 For Uie iiitiiaUoii of Racca, Iba old Nfcepborfiim, consult d’Anvilte (L'Bnpbrate at le 
Tii(re, p. Tbo Arabian Niglits reikreseiit Hanin at lUsbid as almost slatioii.iiy m 

B.iKdad. respected the royal seat of the Abbassides, but the vices of tlie iiibHbiUiits bad 
driven him Oom the city (Abiilfed. Anna!, p. 167.). 

(2) M. D. loiirnefort, in his coasting voyage from Constantinople to Trebiaond, passed a 

night at Heraclea or Eregn. His eye surveyed the present state, his reading rotiected the an. 
tiquities, of the city (Voyage dti Levant, tom. iil. lettre 16 p We hare a separate 

history of Heraclea in the fragments of Memuon, which are preserved by PhotiHs* 

(3) The wars of Haiun al Rashid against the Roman empire, are related by rbeoplianr* 

(38*. 3HS, 391 306 * 07 , 108 .), Zoiiaras (tom ii. p. 115 12*.), Cedrenus (p * 77 , *78 ). 

Eotychma (Aunal. tom. ii. p. *07.), FtuiaumfHlst. Haraeen, p.^136, 151, l&l.), Abtilpiiar^gius 
(byuait, p. 1*7. 151.}, and Abuifeda, (p. 156. 1G6~1€8.} 
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discord, and the conqueror, the liberal Almamon, was sufficiently eii« 
Imaged in the restoration of domestic peace and the introduction of 
foreign science. 

Uhder the reign of Almamon at Bagdad, of Michael the Stammerer 
at Constantinople, the islands of Crete (1) and Sicily were subdued by 
the Arabs. The former of these conquests is disdained by their own 
writers, who were ignorant of the fame of Jupiter and Minos, but it has 
not been overlooked by the Byzantine historians, who now be«n to cast 
H clearer light on the ^airs or their own times. (2) A band of Andalu^ 
sian volunteers, discontented with the climate or government of Spain, 
explored the adventures of the sea ; but as they sailed in no more than 
ten or twenty galleys, their warfare must be branded with the name 
of piracy. As the subjects and sectaries of the white party, they might 
lawfully invade the dominions of the hhek caliphs. A rebellious fac- 
tion introduced them into Alexandria ;(J3) they cut in pieces both fnends 
and foes, pillaged the churches and the moschs, sold above six thousand 
Christian captives, and maintained their station in the capital of Egypt, 
till they were oppressed by the forces and the presence of Almamon 
himself. From the mouth of the Nile to the Hellespont, the islands 
and sca-coasts both of the Greeks and Moslems were exposed to their 
depredations ; they saw, they envied, they tasted, the fertility of Crete> 
and soon returned with forty galleys to a more serious attack. The 
Andalusians wandered over the land fearless and unmolested ; hut when 
they descended with their plunder to the sea-shore, their Vessels were 
in names, and their chief, Abu Caab, confessed himself the author of 
the mischief. Their clamours accused his madness or treachery : Of 
what do you complain ?” replied the crafty emir. I have brought 
' you to a land flowing with milk and honey. Here is your true coun* 

^ try ; repose from your toils, and forget the barren place of your nati- 
' vity. — And our wiVes and children? — Your beauteous captives will 
^ supply the place of your wives, and in their embraces you will soon 
' become the fathers of a new progeny.** The first habitation was 
their camp, with a ditch and rampart, in the bay of Suda ; but an apos- 
tate monk led them to a more desirable position in the eastern parts ; 
and the name of Candax, their fortress and colony, has been extended 
to the whole island, under the corrupt and modern appellation of 
Candta. The hundred cities of the age of Minos were diminished to 
thirty ; and of these, only one, most probably Cydonia, had courage to 
retain the substance of freedom and the profession of Christianity. 
The Saracens of Crete soon repaired the loss of their navy ; and the 
timbers of mount Ida were launched into the main. During a hostile 
period of one hundred and thirty-eight years, the princes of Constan- 
tinople attacked these licentious corsairs with fruitless curses and in'- 
effectual arms. 

The loss of Sicily (4) was occasioned by an act of superstitious rigour. 

fl) The authors from wb<tni I have learned the moat of the anrieiit and modern state of 
Crete, are KeUni (Observalionsj c iil—xx Paris, 3555.), Tonniefort (Voyage du Levant, 
torn, i leUte 2 et 5.), and Meursius (Creta, (n bis works, tom. ill p. Although 

Crete Is it>led hy Homer by Hionysins Knraptite Kai ev/Soror, I cannot conceive that 

mountainous island to surpass, or even to equal, in fertility, the greater pait of Spam. 

(2) The most authentic and circumstantial Intelligenre Is obtained from the four tiooks of 
the Continuation of Theophanes. compiled by the pen or the roniinand of Constantine Porph)ro. 
genitus, with the life of his father Hasll the Macedonian (Scriptores post I'heopbanem, p. I 
— iS2, h Francis. Combesis, Paris, 1685.). The loss of Crete and Sicily is related, lib. ti. p. 
46-52. To these we may add the sccoiulary evidence of Joseph (.ciiesius (lib ii. p 21. Vciiet. 
17.W ), George Cedrenus (Compeiid p. 506—508 ), and John ScyliUes Cnropalata (apiid Baton. 
Annal. Ecclcs. A D. 827 no. 24, ^tc ). But the modem Greeks are such notorious plagiaries, 
that I should only quoted plnraliiy of names 

(3) Renaodot (IHst Patriarch Alex, p 251—256. 268—270.) has described the ravages o 
the Andalusian Arabs In Lg)pt, but has forgot to connect them with the conquest of Crete. 

(4) (says the continuator of Theophanes, lib. il. p 51.) ft ravra tear 

«■^aTiltwTe^ov ij Tore ypa^eto’a CtoyvctfO’Tto Kai eir eXOovaa t}/unttv. 'I his history of the 

loss of Sicily Is no longer extant. Murator) (Annali d’ltalia, tout. vii. p. 7. 19. 21^ &c.) 
has added some circumstances from the Italian chronicles. 
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An amorous youths who had stolen a nun from her cloister, was sen- 
tenced by the emperor to the amputation of his tongue. Euphemius 
appealed to the reason and policy of the Saracens of Africa ; and 
soon returned with the imnerial purple, a fleet of one hundred ships, 
and an army of seven hunared horse and ten thousand foot. They 
landed at Mazara near the ruins of the ancient Selinus; but after some 
partial victories, Syracu8e(I) was delivered by the Greeks, the apostate 
was slain before her walls, and his African friends were reducedf to the 
necessity of feeding on the flesh of their own horses. In their turn 
they were relieved by a powerful reinforcement of their brethren of 
Anaalusia : the largest and western part of the island was graudally re- 
duced, and the commodious harbour of Palermo was chosen for the seat 
of the naval and military power of the Saracens. Syracuse preserved 
about fifty years the faith which she had sworn to Christ and to Cajsar. 
In the last itiid fatal siege, her citizens displayed some remnant of the 
^irit which had formerly resisted the powers of Athens and Carthage. 
They stood above twenty days against tlie battering-rams and catapulta:, 
the mines and tortoises of the besiegers ; and the place might have been 
relieved, if the mariners of the imperial fleet had not been detained at 
Constantinople in building a church to the Virgin Mary The deacon 
Theodosius, with the bishop and clergy, was dragged in chains from th»i 
altar to Palermo, cast into a subterraneous dungeon, and exposed to 
the hourly peril of death or apostacy. His pathetic, and not inelegant 
complaint, maybe read as the epitaph of his c*ountry.(2) From the Ro- 
man conquest to this final calamity, Syracuse, now dwindled to Ihe 
primitive i&le of Ortygoa, had insensibly declined. Yet the relics were 
still precious ; the plate of the cathedral weighed five tlioiisand pounds 
of silver ; the entire spoil, was computed at one million of pieces of 
gold (about four hundred thousand pounds sterling,) and the caji- 
tives must outnumber the seventeen thousand Christians who were 
transported from the sack of Tauvomenium into African servitude. In 
Sicily the religion and language of the Greeks were eradicated ; and 
such was the docility of the rising generation, that fifteen thousand boys 
were circumcised and clothed on the same day with the son of the 
Fatimite caliph. The Arabian squadrons issued from the harbours of 
Palermo, Biserta, and Tunis ; a hundred and fifty towns of Calabria 
^nd Campania were attacked and pillaged ; nor could the suburbs of 
Rome be defended by the name of the Cajsars and apostles. Had the 
Mahometans been united, Italy must have fallen an easy and glorious 
accession to the empire of the prophet. But the caliphs of Bagdad Imd 
lost their authority In the west ; the Aglabites and Fatirnites usurped 
the provinces of Africa ; their emirs of Sicily aspired to independence ; 
and the design of conquest and dominion was degnided to a repetition 
of predatory inroads.(3) 

In the sufferings of prostrate Italy, the name of Rome awakens a 
solemn and mournful recollection. A fleet of Saracens from the African 
coast presumed to enter the mouth of the Tiber, and to approach a city 
which even yet, in her fsillen state, was revered as the metropolis of 
the Christian world. The gates and ramparts were guardeii l^ a trem- 
bling people ; but the tombs and temples of St. Peter and St. Paul were 
left exposed in the suburbs of the Vatican and of the Ostian way. Their 
invisible sanctity had protected them against the Goths, the Vandals, 

(1) The splendid and InteresUnfc tras^dy of yVrnrrerfe noiild adapt itself nmeh better lotliu 
epoch, than to the date (A P 3005.) which Voltaire himself hat chosen Unt 1 must fiently 
reproach the poet, fur inftiBing into the Greek subjects the spirit of modern knighu and an- 
cient republicans. 

(9) llie narrative or lamentation of Theodosius is tnmscrlhod and iHubtratrd by Tagl. 
fCritica, tom. 3. p. 719, &c.) Constantine Porphyrogenitus (in vit. Sasil. c. W, 70. p. IDO— 
193.) mentions the loss of Syracuse and the triumph of the demons. 

(.';) Ifae extracts from the Arabic histories of Sicily aregiveii in Abtilfeda, (Annal. Moslem, 
p. 371 — 373 .) and lit the Srst volume of MuratorCs Scriptorcs Reram lulicaruui. M. do 
GHlgnes (Hist, des Huns, tom. 1. p. 36$,S6i.) has added some imiiortaat facts. 
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and the Lombards ; but the Arabs disdained both the gospel and the le* 
gend ; and their rapacious spirit w^s approved and animated by ^e/pre- 
cepts of the Koran, The Cnristian idoU were stripped of their costly 
ferings ; a silver altar was torn away from the shrine of iSt. Peter j and 
if the bodies or the buildings were left entire, their deliverance must bti 
imputed to the haste, rather than tlie scruples, of the Saracens. In their 
course along the Appian way, they pillfiged Fundi and besieged Gayeta ; 
but they had turned aside from the walls of Rome, and, by their divi- 
sions, the Capitol was saved from the yoke of the prophet of Mecca. 
The same danger still impended on the heads of tne Roman people ; 
and their domestic force was unequal to the assault of an African emir. 
Tbe^ claimed the protection of their Latin sovereign ; but the Carlo- 
vingian standard was overthrown by a detachment of the Barbarians ; 
they meditated the restoration of the Greek emperors ; but the attempt 
was treasonable, and the succour remote and precariou8,(l) Their dis- 
tress appeared to receive some aggravation from the death of their 
spiritual and temporal chief ; but the pressing emergency superseded 
the forms and intrigues of an election; and the unanimous choice 
of pope Leo the FovHh(2) was the safety of the church and city. This 
pontiff was born a Roman ; the courage of the first ages of the r&« 
public glowed in his breast ; and, amidst the ruins of his country, he 
stood erect, like one of the firm and lofty columns that rear their heads 
above the fragments of the Homan Forum. The first days of his reign 
were consecrated to the purification and removal of relics, to pray- 
ers and processions, and to all l^e solemn offices of religion, which 
served at least to heal the imagination, and restore the hopes, of the 
multitude. The public defence nad been long neglected, not from the 
presumption of peace, but from the distress and poverty of the times. 
As far as the scantiness of his means and the shortness of his leisure 
would allow, the ancient walls were repaired by the command of Leo ; 
fifteen towers, in the most accessible stations, were built or renewed ; 
two of these commanded on either side the Tiber ; and an iron chain 
was drawn across the stream to impede the ascent of a hostile navy. 
The Romans were assured of a short respite by the welcome news, that 
the siege of Gayeta had been raised, and that a part of the enemy, with 
their sacrilegious plunder, had perished in the waves. 

But the storm w'hich had been delayed, soon burst npon them with re- 
doubled violence. The Aglabite,(3) who reigned in Africa, had inherit- 
ed from his father a treasure and an army; a fleet of Arabs and Moors, 
after a short refreshment in the harbours of Sardinia, cast anchor be- 
fore the mouth of the Tiber, sixteen miles from the city ; and their 
discipline and numbers appeared to threaten, not a transient inroad, 
but a serious design of conquest and dominion. But the vigilance 
of Leo had formed an alliance with the vassals of the Greek empire, 
the free and maritime states of Gayeta, Naples, and Amalfi ; and in lae 
hour of danger, tjieir galleys apjieared in the port of Ostia, under the 
command of Ciesarius, the son of the Neapolitan duke, a noble and 
valiant youth, who had ^ready vanquished the fleets of the Saracens. 
With his principal companions, Ceesarius was invited to the Lateran 
palace, and the dexterous pontiff affected to inquire their errand, and to 


(]) On«of ttieniosteniitient RonKins (‘Grntianoi, niagteter mHUom el Itornsnl «aper- 
i«ta) wus acengedof declarlug. Quia Praiici iilbll nobit bum f.icitint, iiequeadjuturluni praibeiii, 
aed inagia qua* iioatra aunt violeuter tollnnt. Qitaie non advucamusGnecoa, et cum ciafnediia 
pacia coiiipanentea, Francoruoi repeal et Kcntein de nostro regno et domliiatlone expeiliinus 1 
Anaataaliia in Leone IV. p. 199. 

(1) Voltaire (Hlat Generate, tom. 9. c.38. p. 134 ) appears to be remarkably airiick with the 
character of (lOpe Leo IV I have borrowed his general evpreaaton, but the sight of the Forum 
has furnished me with a more distinct and lively image. 

(3) De Guignes, Hist. Geuerale des Huns, trnii. 1. p 363, 364. CardoniiCf Hist, de FAfriqne 
et de l*Espagne, sous la Domination des Arabea, tom. 9 p. 24, 25 I observe, aud cannot re* 
•oucUe, the difference of these writers In the sncceisioii of the AglabUcs. 
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accept with Joy and surprise their providential succour. The city bands* 
in arms, attended their father to Ostia, where he reviewed find blessed 
his generous deliverers. They kissed his feet, received the communion 
uith martial devotion^ and listened to the mayer pf Leo, that tlie same 
|C^d who had supported St. Peter and St. Paul on the waves of the sea, 
would strengtljen the hands of his diampions a^nst the adversaries of 
holy namew After a similar prayer, and with equal resolution, the 
Moslems advanced to the attack of the Christian galleys, which pre- 
served their advantoji^eous station along the coast. The victory inclined 
to the side of the allies, when it was less gloriously decided in their fa- 
vour by a sudden tempest, which confounded the skill and courage of 
the stoutest mariners. The Christians were sheltered in a friendly 
harbour, wliile the Africans were scattered and dashed in pieces amcmg 
the rocks and islands of a hostile shore. Those who escaped from ship- 
wreck and hunger, neither found nor deserved mercy at the Imnds of 
their implacable pursuers. The sword and the gibbet reduced tlie dan- 
gerous multitude of captives ; and the remainder was more usefully 
employed, to restore the sapred edifices which they bad attempted to 
subvert. The pontiff, at the head of the citizens and allies, paid his 
grateful devotion at the shrines of the apostles ; and among tlie 
of this naval victory, thirteen Arabian bows of pure and massy silver 
were suspended round the altar of the fishermen of Galilee. The reig*n 
of Leo the Fourth was employed in the defence and ornament of the 
Roman state. The churches were renewed and embellished ; near four 
thousand pounds of silver were consecrated to repair the losses of St. 
Peter; .ind his sanctuaiy was decorated with a plate of gold the 
weigl/t of tw o hundred and sixteen you nils, embossed wdth the portraits 
of the pope and emperor, and encircled with a string of peans. Vet 
4his vain magnificenco reflects less glory on the character of Leo, than 
the paternal care with which he rebuilt the walls of llorta and Ameria ; 
and transported the wandering inhabitants of Centumcell® to his new 
foundation of Leopolis, tw'elve miles from the sea-shore (1) By his 
liberality a colony of Corsicans, with their wives and children, wjis 
planted in the station of Porto at the mouth of the Tiber; the falling 
city was restored for their use, the fields and vineyards were divided 
among the new settlers : their first efforts were aiiisted by a gift of 
liurses and cattle ; and the hardy exiles, who breathed revenge against 
the Saracens, swore to live and die under the standard of St Peter. The 
nations of the w^est and north who visited the thre'shold of the apostles, 
had gradually formed the large and populous suburb of the Vatican, and 
their various habitations were distinguished, in the language of the 
times, as the schools of the Greeks and Goths, of the Lombards and 
Saxons. But this venerable apot was still open to sacrilegious insult : 
the design of enclosing it with walls and towers exhausted all that au- 
thority could command, or charity would supply ; and the pious labour 
of four 3'ears was animated in every season, and at every hour, by tlie 
presence of the indefatigable pontiff. The love of fame a generous but 
worldly passion, may he detected in the name of the Leomtic city, 
which lie bestowed on the Vatican ; yet the pride of the dedication was 
tempered with Christian penance and humility. The boundary was 
trocl by the bishop and his clergy, barefoot, in sackcloth and ashes ; the 
songs of triumph were modulated to psalms and litanies ; the walls were 
besprinkled with holy water ; and the ceremony was concluded with a 
prayer, that under the guardian care of the apostles and the angelic 
host, both the old and the new Rome might ever be preserved pure, 
prosperous, and impregnable. 

(1) Dfretti (Cborogmphla Italise Medit JEv\, p. 106. 108.) Iiaa Ulu8trat<>fl Centunicellae* Uo- 
polift, Ctviliis and the other places of the Koniaii ducliy. 

(9) ’I'be Arabs and (be Greeks are atik« silent coiicenilnit the invasion of Rome by tbe 
Anreaus. '1 be Latin chronicles do not afford much instruction (See the Annals of Raioulus 
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The emperor Theophilus^ son of Michael the Stammerer, was one of 
the most active and high-spirited princes who reigned at Constantin^e 
during the middle age. In offensive or defensive war, helnarchea in 
person five times against the Saracens, formidable in his attack, es-^ 
teemed by the enemy in his losses and defeats. In the last of these ex- 
peditions he penetrated into Syria, and beseiged the obscure town of 
SoKopetra, the casual birth-place of the caliph Motassem, whose father 
Harun was attended in peace or war by the most favourite of his wives 
and concubines. The revolt of a Persian impostor employed at that 
moment the arms of the Saracen, and he could only intercede in favour 
of a place for which he felt and acknowledged some degi*ee of filial affection. 
These solicitations determined the emperor to wound his pride in so 
sensible a part. Sozopetra was levelled with the ground, the Syrian 
prisoners were marked or mutilated with ignominious cruelty, and a 
thousand female captives were forced away from the adjacent territory. 
Among these a matron of the house of Abbas invoked, in an agony of 
despair, the name of JMotassem ; and the insults of the Greeks engaged 
the honour of her kinsman to avenge his indignity, and to answer her 
appeal. Under the reign of the two elder brothers, the inheritance of 
the youngest had been confined to Anatolia, Armenia, Georgia, and 
Circassia ; this frontier station had exercised his military talents ; and 
among his accidental claims tu the name of Oct(mar\i,{\) the most me- 
ritorious are the eight battles Mhich he gained or fought against the 
enemies of the Koran. In this rersonai quarrel, the troops of Irak, 
Syria, and Egypt, were rocriuted ^’rom the tribes of Arabia, and tlie 
Turkish hordes: his cavalry might be numerous, tlumgh we should 
deduct some myriads from the huiulred and thirty thousand horses of 
the royal stables ; and the expense of the armament ivas computed at 
four millions sterling, or one hundx’ed thousand pounds of gold. From 
Tarsus, the place of as.sembly, the Saracens advanced in three divisions 
along the high road of Constantinople : Mot.issem himself commanded 
the centre, and the tanguard was given to his son Abba**, who, in the 
trial of the first adventures, miglit succeed with the more glory, or fail 
with the least rejiroach In the revenge of his injury, the cahpli pre- 
pared to retaliate a similar affront. The father of Theophilus was a 
natneof Amomim (2) in Phyrgia: the original seat of the imperial 
}lou&^e had been ailorned with ])iivilege-» and monuments; and hat- 
ever might be the indifference of the people, Constantinople itself was 
scarcely of moie value in tlie eyes of the sovereign and his court. Tlie 
namo of A/ wore was inscribed outlie shields of tlie S.iracens ; and 
their three armies w^ere again united under the walls of the demoted 
city. It had been proposed by the wi.sest counsellors, to evacuate Amt»- 
riiini, to remove the inhabitants, and to abandon the empty structures 
to tlie vain resentment of tlie Barbarians. The empei*or einbrsK'cd the 
more generous resolution of defending, in a sie^e and battle, tlw coun- 
try of Ins ancestors. ^\ hen the aiuiies drew near, front of tiie Ma- 
hometan line a])i)eared to a itoman eye more ctbsel) plumed witii ", pears 
and javelins; hut tlie event of the action wais not glonous on either 
aide to the national troops. The Aiabs were broken, hut it was by the 
fiw'ords of thirtj thousand Persians^ vvlio had obtained serwee .uid set- 

and PniEi ) Our aiUlientic and torilem purary (iiiidp for the popea of the ninth century la 
Aiiastasins, lihi>iiMu of the Roiiian ct iiri.li Hid liie ol 1 eo 1\ rimutna tweuty-toiii pa»es 
fp 175— 1.99. edit. Pans) , .ind if a gimt pirt consist ot bMpenonons tiiftcs, we iniist bUine 
or cuwinruiJ Ins hero; wiio was much uUeucr iii .i chiirrli than in a c.'ini). 

(1) 'llir same iiiinihcr was applied to the followttit; circunibtaiices m Hie life of Motaasnn : 
he was the eii^htk of the Ahi)a<)Sidcb , iie ruiitiied etghi >cais, vla,ht mmiihs, and eight days , 
left eight sous, eight dauj^hiers, eight tJ<ous<iud bl.ives, eight millions ol ifoid 

(2) Aiiionuiii IS bcldoiii iiieiiiioned by the old Keosr.ipheis, and toUlly forgotten in the 
Koniaii Itineraries. After the sixth century, it became an episcopal see, .ind at 1> iigih the 
nietropoiis of the new Galatia (Carol. .*t(to. Paulo, Geograpb. Sacia p. 234 ) I he city oise 
again from its riiiiM, if we c' \>ulU read AmmurUi, not Anguixa^ in the text of the Nubian 
Geographer (p. 21^.). 




OP TftE ROMAN 

fin Uie Bf^aotine 3%6 Gre^ reptili^ # 

ij but it wtm hf themowB ot I^^TurkiBb ebvalry i imd 


ihUug, reviewing hia tremi 
tb of the prince and p^ 


daya; and TfaM’bUus, reviewing bis trembling emiedrone, Ibtgave the 
oonpnon of the prince and Pfgj^ mm tbia dSaeovexy of 

bis wealwach ^e vainly hoped to depre^m the faOie of Ambrinm ; the 
inexorsAjo tweeted with oontempi bis pikers and promises ; and 
detained^ the Roman ambassadors to be the nmmases ot bis great re* 
venge* They bad neaitijii been jhe witnesses of his shame. The vigo- 
rous assaults of hfty-hve days ii?ere encountered by a faithful governor, 
a veteran garrison, and a desperate people ; and the Saracens must have 
raised the siege if a domestic trjutor had not pointed to the weakest 
part of the wmI, a pkee which ji|iis decorated %rith the statues of a lion 
and a bull. The tOw of Motassem was accompHshed with unrelenting 
rigour : tired, rather than satiated, with destruction, he returned to 
his new palace of Samara, i/n the 'neighbourhood of Bagdad, while the 
ui\fQrtwiaU (\) Theephilufr implored the tardy and douhtfoPaid of his 
western rival the emperor of the Franks. Yet in the siege of Amorium 
above seventy thousand Moslems had perished : their loss had been re- 
venged by the slaughter of thirty thousand Christians, and the suffer- 
ing!* of an equal number of captives, who were treated as the most atro- 
cious ciimimils. Mutual necessity could sometimes extort the exchange 
or nuiBom of prisoners ;(5i) but in the national and religious con- 
flict of the two empires, peace was without confldenCe, and war, with- 
out mercy. Quarter was sibidom given in the field ; thoso who est^ped 
tht» edge of the sw ord, were condemned to hopeless servitude, or ex- 
^^uisite torture ; and a Catholic emperor relates with visible s^isfac- 
tion, the execution of the Saracens of Crete, who wefe flayed alive, or 
plunged mto caldrons of boiling ail.{3) To n point of honour Motas- 
sem had sacrificed a flourishing city, two hundred thousand lives, and 
the property of millions. The same caliph desscend<Ml from his horse, 
and dirtied bia robe to releai c the distress ot a decrepit old man, who, 
with his laden ass, had tumbled 0 ditch. On which of these actions 
did he reflect wi^ the most plei^^, when he was summoned by the 
angel of death ?{4y ^ 

With Motassem, the eighth of the Abbassides, the glory of his fa- 
mily and nation expired. When the Arabian conquerors had c^read 
themselves over the east, and were mingled with the servile crowds of 
Persia, Syria, and Egypt, they insensibly lost the freeborn and martial 
V irlu‘-“^ of the desert. The courage of the south is the artificial fruit 
ol difctjphne and picjttdice; the active power of enthusiasm had decay- 
ed, and the mercenary forces of the caliph were recruited in those cli- 
matCf> of the north, of which valour is tne hdi’dy and spontaneous pro- 


0) In tbe eibt h<» «a« ervled iCooiiauaior Theo|ibe>n lih ui. p ftt)? 

t«B* the iftfionince of the that l|l> m pablk, bo)dl> nSf.- 

rate, de vicionis, qo.iB .idver^ts evterM a»ieetiU|» (Aiinaliat. 

rtrrliiwu epiid Paa;i lom Hi p. 7^.) 

(2; Abji»phjr»suis (n>iMist » 167, 168 ) reliteft Ot tMw «lnfa^ tnut^tienf on the 
hridfreof the n>er lamits in Cnlda, the liuslt of the jRd one daj*s journey 

westward of laisit^ (O'Ativille, G<OHiftf)hie Attekone* lohiifb.. p. 91 p lour tb<.iis«nd (hiMr 
itnndred and fUty Mootetna, tlifht hundred wuoieh and chfidrea, one 'hundred eonfedeuitee, 
wtre exchanged for ati equal uutiiber of Oreeka They paeaed each other tn the nuddle of the 
Inddse, and a hni titey reached their respeettve friends, they shouted jUftr ^jfcAor, and A'vm 
7^/tfsm N<in\ id the prisoners of Amorldm were probably aisnons thenu Hut tn the same year 
( A H. 231; the must Hiiibirioua of them, ihf^forty-two inartyrs, were beneaM by the oaliph's 
order ^ 

(3; Constantin PorphvroRenhiiK, in Vit Basil, c 61 p 186 Theae haraeens werd {tnieed 
ticated with peculiar severity as pirates and renefadoes. 

(i) Foi IheophiHis, Momssein, and toe Anipriaii war, see the Coiitutnator ig Tli^pliaiies 
(Ith Hi p 77-61 ), ocnolii* 0‘t» tii p 24-34% Cedrenns (428~532 ), llnmrin <Btst sa 
raeeii p 186 a huiphai (Dynast p )6S, 166), Abnlfeda (Aunai Moslem, p. 171 
d*Hcibeiat (BIhliot Oiieiitale, p 63'), C40 ) ^ 

VoL. III. M m 
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ductioo. Of the wlio direlt beyond the jOiue end 

the rdfeift youths^ either t^ep or purehased in trade, 
cated in the exercises of the field, and the profeesion of the 
faith. TheTurkiiah guards sto^ m arms round the throne of 
bene&etor, and 4heir 3iiefs usurped the dominion of the palace and 

S ' aces. Motassem, the first author of this dangeroas example, 
ced into the ewital above fifty thousand Turks ; tiehr Hcentious 
conduct provoked the public Indvnation, and the parrels of the sol- 
diers and people ifiduise^ the caliph to retire from Bagdad, aesl esta- 
blish his own residence hnd the camp of his Barbarian faveexites at 
Samara on the Tigris, about twelve leagues abpv» the city of Jn^e.(2) 
His son Motawakkel was a jealous (uidoruel tyrant : odious to his sub^ 
jects, he cast himself on the fidelity of the Strangers, and these stran- 
gers, ambitious and apprehensive, were tempted by the rich promise of 
a revolution. At the iisstigation, orgi^ least in the cause of his son, 
thejr burst into his apartment at the hour of supper, and the caliph was 
cut into seven pieces by the same swords whicn he had recently distri- 
buted among the japttards of his life and throne. To this throne, yet 
streaming with a father's blood, Montasser was triumphantly led ; Wt 
in a reign of six months, he found only the pangs of a guilty conscience. 
If he wept at the sight of an old tapestry which represented the crime 
and punishment of the sons sf Chosroes ; if his days were abridged by 
grief and remorse, we may allow some pity to a parricide, who ex- 
claimed in the bitterness of death, that he had lost both this world and 
the world to come. After this act <»f treason, the ensigns of royalty, 
the garment and walking-staiF of Mahomet, were given and tom away 
by the foreign mercenaries, who in four years created, depo-^ed, and 
murdered three commanders of tlie faithful. As often as the Turks 
were inflamed by fear, or rage, or avarice, these caliphs were dragged 
by the feet, exposed naked to the scorching sun, beaten with iron clubs, 
and compelled to purchase, by the abilication of their dignity, a short 
reprieve of inevitable fate.(3) At length, however, the fury of the 
tempest was spent or diverted : the Abbassides returned to the less tur- 
bulent residence of Bagdad ; the insolence of the Turks was curbed 
with a firmer and more skilful hand, imd their numbers, were divided 
nnd destroyed in foreign warfare»< Mvti the nations of the east had 
been taught to trample on the sao43l£ors of the prophet ; and the bles- 
sings of domestic peaco were obtained by the relaxation i£ strength and 
discipiine. So uniform are the mischiefs ef military despotism, that 
1 seem to repeat the story of the prcetorians of Home.(4) i 
While the fiame of enthusiasm wae damped by the business, the plea- 
sure, and the knowledge, of the age, it burnt with concreted heat m the 
breiists of tlie chosen few, the congenial spirits, who were ambiuous of 
reigninji^ either in this world or in the next. How carefully see er the 
book of prophecy had been sealed by the apostle or Mecca, the wishes, 


Cl) M. de Guignei, who sotnettme# leapt, and eoffletlmea stumblea, in the niilf between, 
Cbinne and Maboroetau jbe epp see that ibeae Turks are the llmi-ke aliab ilie 

JfCad^tche, or th^ were difided Into fifteen bord.s, ftom China and st- 

berla to theduuupioaaiwUie Samupiltles, &c. ((list des Muiib, tom id. p. i-- 

(9) lid efa^ged (be or Snmata^ into the faiicifal title of Sermen rai, 

Ihiit which fives pieasiUd at firsri^lit (D'Herpelot, fiibliotheqtre OrieituJe, p. 808, d'AoviUe, 
rEjiipi^te A le rifie; p.'^, 98 ). 

(9) Take ft ftprcloifn, Utd death of the calipb Motaz * Cerreptnm pedibiis peirahiint, et mi. 
dibna probe permotcass, et spoliatum Uceris vestibus in sole culloduit, piso cigus, accerriino 
aestft pedes altemts atUMebat et demittebat. Adstauuiim atiquis misero colaphos coutiuuo in. 

geraiwii, qvos lite oblectia iiianibos avertere studabat Qno facto tr^ditus tortori 

fuU Uktnque tridnocilio potaque problbitus .... SSdffbcatlU.^ dtc (Abnlfedlk P ) Ot ibe 
caliph Molitadi, he says, cervices Ipsl perpetnis ietthui cottCiindebaBt, testiculosque peiltbna 
coiicnicabant (p> 208.). 

(4) See under the reisns of Motaasem, MotawakJcel, Moatanaer. Mostam, Motas, Mobtadi 
and Motained, IB the Bibllotbeqne of dTlerbeiat, and the now familt«r Auuals of Llutaciit, 
Abulpbaraglus, and Abulfeda. 
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iHul word) 0 von, ihe tmim, of ^oo&iciii 

ll4to^,t2loouoee«^y»^iidiSi0Q«,c^ ^ijl 

iind Ma2^oiaet> the 80106 (Sod.lit^^^ 
mreporfect and pornaAiiont ]Ufr. In tl^ Wnh|iiidi« 
^fovontii^vonft rear of ^0 Heg^^ and no^NHMdiiiw 

of the name of Carmiitli^ aesunill Jhe Jofty^eu^ in- 
epmmotmMio «t^,of the ^de;i^ dirtotovA tjio 4o^Ofnieatipn> ^0 
Cuiost^ the camels the of the Measu^ 
conyMliadirlth]m a buman shi^e^ jmd^thejym < 

medi«j|eobefJai^df StJohiitiieB^tiatjiwofthean^C . . 

hie ni^o vobime, J|a pr^fsefiU of the Komi were refined to a more 
spiritual seosdr duties of ablution^ fasting end. pilgrim* 

age ; allowed the mdisoriminate umoC wine and forbiddW mit : and 
nouii^ed; the fbrvour of hie ^disdploa^ by the ^dsUy repetition pf dfty 
prayers* IRbaMlenees aiMlfe]i||^nt oftiie matio orowd awakened the at- 
tentioit of thraegistratet fof UUfa ; atimid pevseoation assisted the pro- 
gress the new sect^ and the name of the prophet became more revered 
after his person had been withdrawn from the worki His tifFjslve 
apostles dispersed themes vee among the Bedoweens^ A.i^|ee of men'" 
says Abulfeda^ equally devoid of reason and religion aha the success 
of their preaching seemed to threaten Arabia with a new revplutic’n* 
The Carmathians were ripe for rebellion^ skice they disclaimed the. title 
of the hou<4e of Abbas, and abhorred the worldly pomp of the caliphs of 
BagdaiL They were susceptible of discipline, since they vowed e blind 
and absolute submission to their iourni^ who was Celled to the prophetic 
office^by tlie voice of God and the people. Instead x^the legal tithes, he 
claimed the fifth of their substance and spoil : thi^ n^t fia^t||jus sins 
were no more than the type of disobedience ; anid the brethren were 
united and concealed by an oath of secret^. After .a bloody conflict, they 
prevailed in the province of Bahrein, along thdj^prsi^n gulf : far and 
wide, the tribes of the desert were suMcct tO^tbe^Mptre, or rather to the 
swor^ of Abu Said and his son Abu Tab^ ; s^ &ese TebolUpus imams 
could muster in the field a hundred and saveh thousand fanatics* The 
mercenaries of the caliph were dismayed at the approach of an enemy 
who neither asked nor accept# JjW^ter ; toid^ihe .difference between 
them, in ilpvtitude and pdtieiMib^|aspFessi)^ pf the change which three 
centuries of prOeperlty had efi|||ed nt ^he ebaraeter of the Arabians. 
Such troo^imave discomhtad in '^ery action ; the cities of Bacca and 
Baalbec, of 0 ^ and J||mi^|a, were taken and pillaged ; Bagdad was 
filled with constematiblh ; a^the caliph trembled behind the veils of 
his palace— In a daring beyond the Tigris, Abu Taber advanced 
to the gates of the capitdS^tb iu> more than five hundred horse. By the 
special order of Moctadet^, the bridges had been broken down, and the 
person or head of the rebel was eimected every hour by the commander 
of the faithful. His li^tenantj^lroma motive of fear or.pity, apprized 
of his danger, and racoramended a speedy escape* , Your 


r, at th,e head 
thefi^ ipm watJi^ in 
f i^ bpmpan^^ he 

letfieiuEki— 

lata^f conti 


Abu Taber 

master,” said the intrepid Ckv|aathia^Jj(^them< 

" of thirty thousand soldim 
hh liost at the same instaa^Ynm 
commanded the first to plnngb^i dag 
leap into the Tigris, and th^Smrd to^ 
cipice. They obeyed without a nfattmi , , 

** what you have seen : before the evening yinur ^ ^ 

among my dogs." Before the evening, we caiUpSNm suiprised^d the 
menace was executed. The ri^ine of the Cannawliipa was sanctified by 
their aver#m to the Worship of Mecca : they robbed A cwcevan of pil- 
grims, and twenty thousand devout ^ Mosleins were abcmdoned on the 
burning sands to a death pf hw^er and tbfrsti. Another .tear they suf- 
fered the pilgrims to proceed without interruption ; but,‘|ii the festival 
of devotion, Abu Taher stormed thwboly city, and trampled on the most 
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venmbl4» relics of Mabometazi*:^!}^,^ Tliirty Unpeand 
Strang^ were pat tol^be swoi^; tbe^sacred precincts were 
the burial of three thousand dead bodies ; the well of ^Semzem 
with blood ; the {p^lden spout was forced from itsriplace i the Tcfl'of i 
Caaba* was divided 'amoQ|!^ ihm impious sectaries ; and^the bhusk stoi^,.^.^ 
the first monument of de' nation^ was borne away in 
capital. After this deed of ju^ale^ and cr uelty« they doHra^ to 
fest the confines of Irak^ ana Egypt; but t|ke 
thusiasm had withered a|^;tne root. Their Si^upWot} wir WramO^again 
opened the pilgr^age Mecca^ and restored the black stOMW the 
Caaba; and it is needless to inquire into ^wi^' factions mey were 
broken^ or by whose swords they were finsHy extupated. The aOct of the 
Carmathians may be considered as the second visible cause gf the decline 
dhd fall of the empire)sf the caliphs.(l)_ ^ 

The third and most obvious cause w|f|t>e'* weight Sid i^nitude of 
the empire itself. caliph Almamon might proud^'hssOT^ that it 
was easier for him to rule the east and the west^ ^an to manage a chess 
board of t^o feet square ;(2) yet 1 suspect^ thftt in both those games he 
was i^ttilt^M many fatal mistakes ; and I perceive, that in the distant 
provinces ^'authority of the first and mosipowerful of the Abbassides 
was already impaired. The analogy of despotism invests the representa- 
tive with the lull majesty of the prince ; the division and balance of 
powers mipht relax the habits of olAidience, might encourage the pas.sive 
subject to inquire into the origin and administration of civil government. 
He wh(f is born in the puiple is seldom worthy to reign ; but the elevation 
of a private man, of a peasant perhaps, or a slave, affords a strong pre- 
sumption of hi| courage and capacity. The viceroy of a remitte kingdom 
aspires to secure the property and inheritance o/ his precarious trust ; 
the nations must rejoice mthe presence of their sovereign ; and the com- 
mand of armies and treasures are at once the object and the instrument 
of his ambition. A Change wgs scarcely visible as long as the iieutenantn 
of the caliph were content with iheir vicarious title ; while they sqjKcited 
for themselves or their sons a renewal of the imperial grant, and still 
maintained on the coin,''and in the public prayers, the name and prero- 
gative of the commander of thefail^^i^But in the long and hereditary 
exercise of power, they sseumpd and attributelKOl^yalty ; the 

alternative of peace or wid, of rewar^Jm^unishment, &pehaqa solely on 
their will ; and the revenues of the governgu^t for local 

services or private magnificence. Instead sfa rqgularfl^iyy of men and 
money, the successors of the prophet w6i|||Jattered with the ostentatious 
gift of an elephant, or a cast oi hawks, of silk hangings, or some 
pounds of musk and ambcr,(3) - 

After the revolt of Spain, from the temporal and spiritual suprematy 
of the Abhassides, the first symptoms of disobedience broke forth m the 
province of Africa. Ibrahim, the sontf Aglab, the lieutenant of Uie vip- 
lant frigid Harun, bequeathed to thedypaky of th 0 :A^Mites the in- 
herj^iance of his name and The inadlance or policy of the caliphs 

disig^^led theinjur^g||l|pre,'^^ with poison the founder 




► recAwteMe."' 

(i) SvAtRgms Dwertat, toni.Ji. p. .57. in Miii SlitUiiliHUb , 

#.*1^ ThA <i«uaiLtlea a# tliA Aruhinti AmnlM mav hA aiikUcd III 1^ A 


p, 2ia - 224. 229 2.11 . 

AUhhI, Moslem, p 218, 219, 
iiog^eoiie OrientUe, p. ^6—2^8. 0%$)- 1 ttiiU home iii> 
', which ft would fiM be easy bor pf much luiporiaucc 


ni«e, ovmuifinb i/wicrtau p* in r»w -jhwiiiuwi. , ’ . 

(.?) TW dywuKlesof the Arublati emplte. may M liiidled In UwAjA^f AbiiU 

nfider the vropc/ ywi i bi dlttfuttwy « d*npbe)ot, under the 
»le» of M. de Untaneft (Hbt. dee Huui, torn* t.|exblbit a getteraL 

ktiM....... kl uuAAflAtM .. lutt hla 4 Uarhm»nt. tn na. 


pburagltn, tir&hulreda,^ 
proper naiyiw the taWes 







■ -j 'mi 

oceaif^l^!: Ia ^ ,east/tbe iy&k0ty ifi# duA 

ij0n$ jgf^fldratt^ Ibd ^ urtd-fa! 

f Mmny^j ;^t»og«r brother. ^ H^ x/lm 

ii»hha#ii Mie bankft of thd^O;)t!ai; and t^ badepen4^ 

Ir^lib signed i& Choraean ttS t^.f<^^r^raMi^attOQ;i 
^ino4^ and reepcctf^l ddmOenour^ the hapj^ineas 
i the itectU-it jr of tliejr tontllr* i^hre euppkAte^l. 

lAtiirei^ 'so/requent in the^na& HnL the eRst> wW 
mier (from whence the naft of Soffariden) for the 
fca libber* a nocturnal visit to' thi treasure of tibe prince 
_ &h, stumbled over a lump of salt, wV^ he 

unwanljr tgeted ^Ih hU tonl^uef Salt, ftniojag the oriehtals, ia thqejrm- ' 
bol of hospi^ty, and the pious robber imine^ately retired without spoilt 
or damage^ ^ne^^covery of honourable^l^^&vlour recommended 
Jacob to paiN^ mclruat ; 1|adPan armw for his benefactor, at 
last iot mms^'^vuMued I^rsia, and thrCmned the residence of the Ab- 
bassides. On his march towards Bagdad, the conqueror was;qnpsted by 
a fever. lie ^ave audience Hi bed to the ambassador of the cupm; and 
beside him on a tab^ were e^osed a naked scimitar, a brown 

bread, and a buncli of onions. If I die,'* said he, your master ie de- 
livered from hi^ fears. If I live, this must determine between us. If I 
am vanquiiJied, I can return without reluctance to the homely faro of 
my youth." From the height where he stood, the descent would not 
have bieen so soft or harmless ; a timely death securod^his OWn repqw and 
that of the caliph, who paid with the most lavish oonee^ons the rweat 
of his brother Amrou to the palaces of Shiraz apd, Ispahan^ ^ The ^hha^ 

, sides were t(»o feeble to contend, too proud to forgive ^ invited tne 
powerful dynasty of the Samaiiidesy w ho passed the Q;^S With ten thou- 
sand horse, so poor, that their btirrups were , of Wiqqo|j,so bi^ave, that 
they vanquished the Soffarian ailny, ei^ht timesjlipjM numerous than 
tlieir ovym The captive Amrou was sent in 4 ^teful offering to 

the cout^Df Bagdad ; and as the victor was content With the inheritance 
of Traiisoxiana and Chorasan, the realms of Pergia returned for awhile 
to the allegiance of Uiq caliphs. Tbeprovinces of S^ria and Egypt were 
twice dismeml>er^^by their TurlMl^fcves, W the race of Toulon and 
Ikskid.iJ^) 'Pj^Mparians, manners the countrymen 

of Mahomet, %nergo<| from the IdoSI^ fhctidim of the palace to a provin- 
cial command an^ ^%dep^ndi)|^ tRrono : their names became famous 
and formidable in tinfC;.; bijft the founders of these two potent dy- 
nasties, confessed, either in iUQrdi or actions, the vanity of ambition. The 
Rrst on his death-bed implorw"'^ mercy of God to a sinner, ignorant of 
the limns of his own powerj the second, in the midst of four hundred 
thousand soldiers and eight thousand daves, concealed from every human 
eye the chamber where he attempted to slfep. Their sons were ^ucated 
in tlie vices of kings ; nnd both Egypt' ^4 8^ia were recovered and pos- 
sessed by the Abbas»des during an interval of thirty years. In the de- 
cline of their empire, Mesopotiunidlt with ^ i|^Oftont citi^ of Mosu}^ 
and Aleppo, was occupied by the A||f|bu|n piWc»^1^.5^irflbe’of Nanut^ ' 
dan. The poets of their court ^ natiire^ ^ 



(1 j To escape the reproach of error, I l 
(tom i p 320). concerning the BdrUltes. ,, ^ 

cd in tbo year of the fieaira 173, since |hetl»niider 

All, wh<>ncd from Mecca in ihe year 1«8. S, Thl» fonnaer, E<._, ^ x - - 

livitiKtothe ininrobable age of one hundred and iweiity yeart, A. H.513.’^|MA. I{w'fl4,i«fhe 
prime of mauh««»d S Thodyuaaw ended A. It' 307, iweatHbree yeari a><miir than IU« Sued 
by I Lie hiiti>ria» orti^fdBi. '^e9tll^ acciuKte Aniiaif or Abwifeda. p 158. 1%,^*. . 

(?). ihe dynaitle* dFUip faherWes and SolJfhridei. with the tUe ol that of i}» IpUiides, 
are described in the ortfimJ liiltory and UHn veriloii of Mircbond ; yet tlK uqiott mOMeatlng 
facts had alrendiL becii dnliMd hyute daiience of M. d*Uerbeiot. . ^ ^ . 

i3) M. de Guignes (Mlw. deAHitns, toni. lill p. Hi- 134). bai exhausted the TotalnnWes 
and iksbidites of Bgypt.aiid thfown some light on the tarmathians and Hamadamtes. 
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hsMit* iMwida ftr ; Mt tb0^exittiii( 

‘ ‘ea iM ef the eihibits a eeen^ 

j'/'eiia>)^ammde* '‘At the same fatal the p 4 

^aeefdn^ilisui^ of the Mowidk, 

toytheet names^ were styled 

oolumjds of the state^ Iui 4 r hw^ fr 6 m the Casplah aea ^ 
andhr no tyrants hut*theiflbjrf^. Under thdr rel{ 
genius of remda revi#d, add the Aralu^ thneer 
after the deathof MbhfiD^, were depti^ of Hks i 
Rahdi, the twenties of the Abbassides. i^irfb|he 
sueeesBors of Mahomet was the last Whomeriiw tht, 
of the faithful ;( 1 ) the last (tays Abplfeda) whn ^ke tb the people^ or 
ifconversedVith the learned; the last wlm^ in the expenseof llshouBehold 
represented the wealth md magnifice|||& ^the After 

him, the lords of the edstem worltMhki redact^ IpLthe wiosi abject 
misery, and exposed to the hhrws and insults of a servile oondition. l^e 
revoltW provinces circumscribed their dominions within the ifdUsrof 
Bagdii^'^t tnat papital still contained an innhinerable multitude, vain 
of their past fortune, discontented with tb|lr present state, and oppressed 
by the demands of a treasury, which haa formerly been repleniwed by 
the spoil and tribute of nations. Their idleness was exercised hy faction 
and controversy. Under the mask of piety, the rigid followers of Han-- 
bal( 2 ) invaded the pleasures domestic bfe, burst into the houses of ple- 
beiai^i and |VitlGa^ spi^d the win< , broke the Instrumentb, beat the 
musjjSbsns, and ^^ootcnt^d, with infamous suspicions, the associates of 
eweryhandsbrne youth, each profession, which allowed room for two 
pedeofie, the one was a votary, the other an antagonist, of All ; and the 
Abbassides were awakened by the clamorous ^rief of the sectaries, who 
denied their tifla, and cursed their progenitors. A turbulent people 
could only be repressed by a military force ; but who could satifafy the 
avarice, or assert the dmpline, of tne mercenaries themselv||? The 
African and the Turkirii guards drew their swords against ed® other, 
and the chief comma 4 ^ers, the emirs al Omra,( 3 ^ imprisoned or deposed 
their sovereigns, and violated theSM^uary of tne jcbCMBirii^and haram. If 
the eahphs escaped to the dro lK o f any prince, their 

deliverance was a chaat^ M^sermfK till they ^r^prippted by de- 
spair to invite the Bowwes, th^salUme of Persun who fenced the fac- 
tions of Bagdad by their irreristible aiimSt mQitary po\i ers 

were assumed by Moezaldowlat, the seopnd ^the three brothers, and a 
stipend of sixty thousand pounds sterlitowas assigned by his geuerosity 
for the private expense of the ooiAlnati^el^ of the faitlif ji But on the 

fortieth day, at the audience of thcWnbassdSoisof Chorasan, and in the 
presenoe of a trembling multitude, the cafiph was dragged ‘ oni hn 
throne to a dungeon, by thp oorgnand of the stranger, and the rude 

CL) Bit ett nltU&ns ehartfUi qui msltutn atqiM^ias pro concltse peromrtt. . • . Pule 
tluun QlUiMa qul oiiuip ^ooi cni#Mf eL IweiiMimftfttMn Srilere hUaritfrque asere ipleiet. 
Ultliaiis fiiUii ijMiiafi IlfaMSdla, et thevnairi, i^ntiiiae, cttieraque 

— t — ^ iwSr cwpjiniU fuerittt Vldthimus tnlm pauHo 


jWHUiti anlica 
j>ds«^nr“ ‘- 

CODlUDj 



ttftrn' »i1»i>iiUrni a>riau»m iiltiiniiiiiqu« 
poteiMllliIpntfti Urranifo orbnUHuni orbu diiini 
ftsm ttis pUMse u tbe oMiiuer and tone uf 
MoSkt Siore pnptriy to l Im: Arabian Ills 

I OipplkdoM sriCb tbe most interest mg facts of tins 

Mdr;oi|fi etrafleroceation, shewed blioseirof a mort indulgent and tolerating 

Abmed Ebiti Uanbal. tbe head of one of the four orthodox sects, was born at Sagdad, 

A. H. dMd theia A. H. S4l. foaebi and suHhiwt id tbq dispute cotipernuig the 

^»ier was superseded by tbe eiair at Ooini tepeiatc^pmtwu a title 
first ini^ted by Radhl, and which merged at iengib 4a tba MmiteaiidSoUslUdes , vectiga 
llbue, et trtbutls, et eorlls per oqums reglooes anareeit, lossh^ ia eainibus taggestis irntiil 
nis eiii^ In CAocioultHia mentiooem fieri* (Aoulpharagltts, l)ynast. p. 190.) Jt is likewise 
tacntioued bv Ciniacin fn 254. 255 > 
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fiomel^o^es mtoted m t^the 

misfortunes hud been brf he 

leal ^ f^mneue progeny of M*, x ii^nng 
these snoeeesful ^vals exfi^guished 9 
d and temfHjiriilMthonty of tl^^bbas^ 
lie insidtci} thi^niimble pon^ on the 


„ itw eg^ of the caliphs> in the century whictnJfgaied after 
^ nftneopbi}^ and Motassem^ the hostile transacti^dl the two 
ni&tions werO to sow inroads by sea and Lmd, the of their 

dose ncinuty ahd indeUble Wired. But wlien the eastern world waireon- 
vitl$ed olid Diioken^ the Greeks were roused from their lethargy by the 
hopes Of conouebt and revenge. The Byzantine empire, since Sie acces- 
sion of the Basilian rate^ h<id reposed m peace and dmmty ; and (hey 
might encounter with their entire strength the front o|a«^ pet% emur, 
whosa rear was assaulted and threatened by his natkma} foes of 
hometan faith. The lofty titles of the morning star, and the dei^ of 
Idle Saracens, (1) were applied lu the public acclamations to NWphoru<) 
Phocas, a piince as renowned in the (amp as be was unpopular in the 
city. In toe subordinate station of great domesti^ general! of the 
east, he reduced the island of Crete, and extirpiMa the nest of pirates 
who h^so long deiied, with impunity, tte of the empire (S) 

Ills ni|||bry genius was displayeil m the cemuat and success of dbe en- 
terprise, wni^ had so often tailed with loss anchdishonour The Sara- 
cens were by the landing of his troops on safe and I 1 R 0 I 

bridges, whlcn^^^t from the to tto shore, ^even months were 

consuined ^t}^su||^ of CandiSK the of the native Cretans was 

stimuhted hy the mquent aid oIf their brethren of Africa and Spam ; 
<ind, after the massy wall and double ditch had been stormed by the 
Greeks, a hopeless conflict was tJtill maintained m the streets and housea 
of the city. The whole lalandVas subdued in the capital, and a submis- 
sive i)eoplc aci epted, without resistance, the baptism of the conqueror (3) 
Const intmople applauded the )ong-forgotten pomp of a triumph > but 
tbe impel lal diadem was the sole reward that could repay the services, or 
satisfy the ambition, of Nicephorus. 

After the death of the younger Romanus, the fourth in lineal descent 


(t) Unipmud, whoae c o.erlc tolfrsr wu 
names ot repioacb and eonteOiia looire ‘ 

Creeks, Fece veait atnila inatimnk||i|||M tei 
li wiim mwra, NlctpSoriia * 




(^) Notwichaumdlns tbe insinnHlmi nFgaanreii, ... 

» nil vadoiibied fact, that Crete wm coi»|Set(.lrai|d 
(Pang^iUica. tom Ui p 873—875. Mem siui. C#eta, lib tll/c 

(3) '"a Greek )lfr o( Amen^ was feiDidhl tbc BUrA 


uan Latin J>y tbe 
casteaiangligt 
covered iagntf.a 
Cam . * . butjtbs 
veraeqne fkle) d^^j 
cka. A, 0 ml), 



fkr the ute dl cardUiiif iN-omiK rbt« 

^^(^poHnesiia hi tbe tenib eeilfery He 

MuCdis ASknsentBi auiierstlnonlfl v^^dieiis adbuc . 

F^rbape with seme cSrnal aid, ad bk^. 
iieiMlt. per totam tnsaiam atdidcatia, Ac, 


md iraAl/Med 
rjfMend 
aeWt)i re* 
'qu: eelcr* 
tun omnea 
'Anti4i ^ 






^ , TittB FALL 

iff the ^sUian race^ Hs widd'fr '^e<mania saccesd^^ely mari^ 
rhocaa^ Ms asaaSsin John Zimisces^ the two heroea of i _ 

^They reigned aa the guardians and colleagues of her infant aona ; ^ 
the t^'elve years of their military command form the m(tet,^^nl 
period of the Byaantine annids. The subjects and who.,, 

they Idd to war> appeared, at least in the eyes of an enem]}B|mo.]|mnd^' 
thous^d strong ; and of thiese about thirty thousand ^itH 

cuirasses :(1) a irain of four thousand mules attended their ibwcp', and 
tlieir evening damp wa*^ regularly fortified with an enclosurd^ iron 
8pike<3. A series of bloody and undecisive combats xs nothing htbfe than 
an anticipation of what would have been eSbctedln a few years by the 
course of nature ; hut I tdiall briefiy prosecute the conquests of the two 
jgnperors from the lulls of Cappadocia t^ the desert of Bagdad. The 
sieges of Mopsuebtia and Tarsus in Cid^ first exercised the skill' and 
petbeverance of their troops^ on whom, Wtbis moment, J sheH not hesi- 
tate to bestow the name of Romans. In the double city of Mopsuestia, 
which is divided by the river Sarus, two hundred tliottsand Moslemd 
were predestined to death or 8lavery,(2) a Buqirising degree of popula- 
tion, which must at least include the iiiha|^ants of the dependant dis- 
tricts. They were surrounded and takeii^y assault ; but Tarsus was 
reduced by the slow |u-ogro>s of faruiue , and no sooner had the Saracens 
yielded on honoiiruble tenn^, th.in tl oy \\ ere mortitied by tbe distant and 
unprofitable view of the naval >uccoii of Kgypt. Thev vvere dismissed 
with a safe conduct to the confines of . vria ; apart of the old Christians 
had quietly lived under their dominion, and the v.icant habitations were 
replenished by a new colony. But the mosrh was converted into a 
stable ; the pulpit was delivered to the flame-, ; many rich crosces of 
gold and gems, thq spoils of Asiatic churches, weie mido a grateful of- 
fering to tlie piety or avarice of the emperor ; and lu* transported the 
gates of Mopsuestia and Tarsus, which wore lived in the wall of Constan- 
tinople, an eternal monument of hi» \ ictory. After they had forqejd and 
secured the narrow passes of mount Ainanus, the two Roman princes re- 
peatedly carried their <^Fms into tlie heart of Syria. Yet, instead 4)f as- 
saulting tbe walls of Antioch, the humanity or superstition of Nicephoru ? 
appeared to respect the undent meirf^li^ of the east: he contented 
himself ivith drawing round the city a Ime of circumvallation ; left a sta- 
tionary army; and instructed his lieutenant to expeit, without impa- 
tience, the return of spring. But in the depth of winter, in a daik and 
rainy night, an adventurous subaltern, with three hundred s ddier'-, ap- 
proached the rampart, applied his scaling-ladders, occupied tw o a(ij »cent 
towers, stood firm against the pressure of multitudes, and 1 » \ ely nuiin- 
t iine^his post till lie was leJieved by tbe tardy, thou gb efieciu il sii, port 
of his reluctant chief. The first tumult of slaughtev and ranin -ub- 
flided ; the reign of (Vsar and of Christ was restored and tlie eftoi u of 
a hundred thousand Saracens, and of the armies of Sj ri.i and the fleets 
of Africa, were consumed w ithout effbet before the walls of Aiitioc.i 
Tli0 royal city o£ Alrapp wee subject to Seifeddowlat, of the d> nasty of 
Hbmeden, who clcmo^Me peet glory by the precipitate rotieat wJiich 
a|»andon(9d his kjwdom aixlf Capital |he Roman invaclerb. In his 
stately stood iW the trails of Al'^ppo, they joyfully 

seized a of arms, a stable **i fourteen hundred 


0> Ehnvito, Hifil, 8ar«f *n p 278, 27 a. Liqtprind was disposed to depreciate the Greek 
powci, jet be owiistbat Nioephoius fed astinst Assyria au aroiy of etgitty tbousaud meu. 

(2) DiiretitiiM'ere homiinini iiumeiabat nrbs (Aliulfed4. Abeal. JMtem p. tS3I). of 
Mop-iirstM,i)UWraaftflli, Manipsysta, Maiisis a, MaitnstA^ as it is corraplly, or perhaps more coi. 
rectly, itvhkl latlie iniddit* (WeiiseliiiK, luut'rar. p 5H0.^ Yetf ckbiiot credit thisex« 
treme populouspess Aftw tears after tiie tisti 111011 v ot tbe eiiiperolr |.eo, qv iap woXvyrXtiSta 
cTpuTov Ttui KiXili {>«v tanv (I iiUcA, c 18 til MeuiaiOper. toin. et. p 817}. 
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Whs cuptlvfpt the we ^ _ 

<Kf the %oll the^Btr^ngth of ^ beeet$ of"* 

burden burnt’: eh^ UeentiQU*^ 

possession J||}<s;4lMiii K^bxans merged awe;p^ iVom the na|£t(Nt<ui4 
bleeding eitT^ dmeU Inroads^ thejr cbmmimded the%eilmnd<- 

men to cultivate their Stnos^ that thef theinsdives fhe ensuUig f^easoo^ 
mig-ht aeap.the benefit; more tl^ a hundred cities werd reduced to 
ob^ience ; and ^hteen pulpits or^he prindifMijl duisdb were cominitted^ 
to the fiameau tO eacptate the sacrileg'e of the disciples ef llVfehcuuet*^ 
The dasffic luunes of Hierapolis^ Apauiea^ and Emesaj revive for « 
moment In the list of qouQuest ; the emperor Zinubces encamped in the 
paradise of Pamasous^ and acc^ed the ranbom of a submissive ^Dple$ 
and the torrent was only btoppefiby tlie impregncible fortress of Tripoli^ 
on the sea-coast ot Phoenicia, bmce the days of llcraclius^ the 
Euphrates^ bejlow the pab-^i^c of mount Taurus, had been impervious, 
and almost invincible, to the GieeU*^. The ruer yielded a free passage * 
to the victorious Ziniibces and tiie hi’^torian may imitate the spe^ with 
which he overrui the once iamous citic*^ of Samosata, Edessa, Jdartyrp- 
polis^ Amida (1) ami Nisibis, the ant icuit limit of the empire in tfoi * 
neighhouihood of tho rigri*«. His ard< ui quickened b/we desire of 
grasping the vir^* in treasures of Ecbat in i,(2) a well-knOtrn name, under 
which the Byzantine writer has lonceah d the capital of fte Abhassidea^ 
The consternation of the fugitives had aheady di^sda terror of hla 
nan\e ; but the fancied riches of Bap dad had alnSfdy been dissipated by 
the avarice and prodigality of domestic t>iants. Theprajers of the 
people, and the bterfli demands of thclnnitenaiit oi the Bowides, required 
the caliph to provide for the defence ot the city. The helpless Mothi 
replied, th it lus arms, his revenues, and his provinces^ had been torn 
from his h inds, and that he was roady||i^ abdicate a dignity which he was 
unatde to bupport. The emir was inexdfoble ; the furniture of the palace 
was s(Ud , ind tlic paltry price of forty thousand pieces of gold was in- 
stdiitiy (on-umed in private luxury. But the appreliensions of Bagdad 
w'cre lelicvod by the retreat of the Greeks: thirbt and hunger guarded 
the deseit oi ^Mesopotamia . and the emperor, satiated with glory, and^ 
laden with oriental spoils, returned to Constantinople, and displayed, in 
his tnunipli, fhe silk, the aromatics, and three hundred myriads of gold 
and -^ilv or. \ et the pow ers of the eabt had Jieett benL not bioken, by tins 
transient hiirucane. After the departure of the Greeks, the fugitive 
princes returned to their capitals ; the subjecte their mvo« 

lunt try oaths of allegiance ; the Moslems again temples, 

(1) riie text of too the deacon, in the oWflildinifoeft of tin 
ciUe» ot Aimda .iiid Martyropoha <llhifarek}ik. fee ‘ 

Kciske) Of tbe lormei, teu ob&erve*, uri»& oinstci' «t 
coiispiciM opihuaquc it pfCfite, rcllquis tjus pioVidciik itrbthue 

{%) (ftet fichatynt pir^eret Atrarenoruinqiie regiam everteret * . 

qu« iisqniiii sdttt toto orhs exlc{l«nii tenctnimaiii eMe auraqne ntlwtniafh. (1^ Dwe^ 



aiVAf 

, , liana, fteq 

spud Papum, ttixq* iv. p. Vhla«p)Sndid descHptiou snfts only v>itb 
poMthIr apply HajiiuiM, thatrue tchaia/ia* (d'AiJvilk, Anrietwe. tom 

ISl) or lanrl^, whl$lf$ia« 1HM)1 oiutaken lor tlint city the tume of Cebntapa. 

the lame Jndennithaihiiie^ » inDitn^d oy amoreelaisir «athoiUy (Cicero pio Lege MSpull, 


c 4) to the fOysaa«hrdf||ltb^fi<Hil4t,hiagof Poiim^ 








